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Story by Edmund Lee
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

FROM affordable and quality
home furnishings to the delicious
meatballs.

All these are now available for
Penangites and people in the
northern region when Swedish
furniture giant IKEA opened its
store in Batu Kawan on March
14.

Previously, IKEA customers in
the northern region had to travel
to Selangor to shop for IKEA’s
affordable furniture and home
furnishings.

Now with the official opening
of the fourth IKEA store in the
country here, it brings all those
items the firm is well-known for
almost right to our doorstep.

Three other IKEA stores are
located in Cheras and Damansara
in Selangor and Tebrau, Johor.

The latest IKEA store has
470,146sq ft of retail space.

Besides its home furnishings,
IKEA’s food outlets are well
known for their reasonably
priced meals including those
fabulous meatballs

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who was present at the
opening ceremony, lauded IKEA
for successfully establishing its
first store in the northern region.

“Batu Kawan is set to undergo
major transformation into a vi-
brant area.

“It is the state’s aspiration to
develop Batu Kawan to be a
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modern and intelligent township.

“Batu Kawan, which was for-
merly underdeveloped, is now
growing into an exciting town-
ship, with 4,017 residential and
commercial units besides having
facilities such as IKEA, KDU
University College and Design
Village.

“Leading property developers
such as EcoWorld, Paramount,
Aspen Group and Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC) par-
ticipated in the development of
Batu Kawan,” Chow said in his
speech during the opening cere-
mony.

Also present were Finance
Minister Lim Guan Eng, IKEA
Southeast Asia managing director
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Chow and Lim with Pathmalingam
(third from left) and Roejkjaer
(fourth from left) during the
grand opening of IKEA Batu
Kawan.

Christian Roejkjaer and IKEA
Batu Kawan store manager A.
Pathmalingam.

Lim concurred with Chow that
IKEA had brought in great devel-
opment to Batu Kawan and the
mainland.

He said the store was built with
sustainability in mind.

“It proves that sustainability
can contribute positively to mak-
ing a profitable business deci-
sion,” he said.

A huge group of people waiting
anxiously for the opening of
IKEA Batu Kawan on March 14.



Towards
smoke-free
Penang

Story and pix by Edmund Lee

PENANG is aiming to be a
smoke-free state in the next two
to three years.

State Health, Agriculture,
Agro-Based Industry and Rural
Development Committee chair-
man Dr Afif Bahardin said it is
important for the public to under-
stand the state’s commitment on
the matter.

“We want to do away with the
unhealthy smoking culture to cre-
ate a healthy environment for
everyone.

“The Penang Health Depart-
ment through Smoke-Free Pen-
ang (Penbar) has been tasked to
conduct a thorough review on a
proposed plan and to identify
certain smoking zones.

“It is better to have Penang as
a smoke-free state, rather than
gazetting certain smoke-free ar-
eas, one after another.

“We have banned smoking in
schools, universities, clinics, and
hospitals in the past. Now, we
plan to gazette the entire state as
a non-smoking state.

“However, certain areas will

Dr Afif (in white) getting ready to launch the health campaign.

be considered and gazetted as
smoking areas,” he told reporters
after attending a public health
campaign in Bukit Mertajam, on
March 16.

Dr Afif'said such a practice was
not new.

“Foreign cities such as Tokyo
and London have carried out such
initiatives. I believe that it is time

for Penang to take the lead here,”
he said.

Malaysia implemented a na-
tionwide smoking ban on all food
establishments on Jan 1 this year,
with the aim of protecting the
public from exposure to second-
hand smoke.

The public health campaign in
Bukit Mertajam, which was or-

ganised by AIMST University
and Malaysian Pharmacy Stu-
dents’ Association (MyPSA), was
aimed at creating awareness on
cancer among the public.

Dr Afif, earlier in his speech,
called on the people to do regular
health checks.

“Prevention is better than
cure,” he said.
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Kumaresan (third from left) with residents and other guests present
during the meet-up in Bukit Gambir.

Sewerage works project
deadline extended

THE deadline for the comple-
tion of a 19km-sewerage works
project from Bukit Gambir to
Bayan Lepas has been extended.

Batu Uban assemblyman A.
Kumaresan said the project,
which started on Oct 9, 2015,
was scheduled to be completed
by last Oct 8.

“However, the project faced
some problems with the utility
cables in Sungai Dua, Jalan

Pekaka and Jalan Bukit Gambir.
The cables had to undergo cable
conversion and had to be shifted.

“The deadline was extended
to Feb 17, 2019 but the project
contractor was unable to com-
plete the upgrading works.

“l was informed that the
works will be completed by
2020,” Kumaresan said on
March 15.

He said that residents in Batu

Uban had complained to him
about traffic woes and safety
issues pertaining to the project.

“My office will arrange a dia-
logue session with the parties
concerned to address the prob-
lems,” he said.

Also present were Jade View
and Jade Apartments building
officer William Goh and a rep-
resentative of Widad Builders,
the contractor of the project.

DoubleTree Resort by Hilton Penang
marks first year anniversary

DOUBLETREE RESORT
by Hilton Penang has estab-
lished itself as a major force
in the hospitality and tour-
ism industry, welcoming
over 100,000 guests since it
was set up last year.

Describing it as a remark-
able figure, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow lauded the
resort for its contribution to
the tourism industry.

Chow said the resort
helped to position the state
as a major destination on the
global tourism map.

“I congratulate both Cor-
nerstone Partners Group and
DoubleTree Resort by Hil-
ton Penang on the first an-

niversary of the resort.

“We can expect more joy-
ous anniversaries in future,”
said Chow during his speech
after attending the hotel’s
one-year anniversary in Batu
Ferringhi on March 27.

He pointed out that the
resort had also provided job
opportunities and training
for over 200 Malaysians in
the workforce since its open-
ing.

Hilton Malaysia regional
general manager Jamie Mead
said that the resort guests
had enjoyed the multiple
award winning facilities,
including the 350sq m land-
scaped outdoor pool.



Nur Adriana Aida Che Lah (blue T-shirt) and
Nurul Izzati Nizan, from Kedah:
“As today is our off day, we took the opportunity

to come to IKEA.

“To be frank, we are really excited with IKEA
opening its first store in the northern region.

“IKEA provides shoppers with interesting plans,
ideas and suggestions with regards to home furnish-
ings. That is the part that attracted us.

“Can’t wait to do our shopping, and I’'m pretty
sure there will be a long queue at the counters as we
can see a big crowd already in the morning itself.

“Before we start our shopping, we want to fill our
tummies. That’s why we are queuing up here to try
some food at IKEA cafe. IKEA is unique.”

IKEA captures
hearts of Penangltes

Story by K.Thaarshenii
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE arrival of IKEA Batu Kawan,
the first of its stores in the northern
region, provides convenient acces-
sibility to many people in the north.

The highly popular Swedish
furniture chain has brought an ex-
tensive range of modern and afford-
able home furnishings, concepts,
plans, ideas, solutions and even food
and beverages.

IKEA Batu Kawan is well-de-
signed and is a kind of shopping
paradise featuring a mix of func-
tional and quality home furnishings
at affordable prices.

This big outlet, which is the
fourth store in the country, held its
grand opening ceremony on March
14, drawing an overwhelming
crowd.

The Buletin Mutiara media team
conducted a survey recently on how
the public feels about having the
biggest furniture store here at Batu
Kawan in Penang.

Below are the shoppers’ views.

K. Rama, 75, retired teacher from
Air Ttam:

“I rarely go to supermarkets, un-
less it is really necessary. So, since
they just opened a new outlet here,

I wanted to get a feel of it. [ saw the
newspaper advertisement on the
opening of IKEA. They projected it
sowell that I could not resist coming
here to look around today.

“My opinion of the price range
over here (IKEA) is seen from a
different perspective. The prices
depend on the affordability of the
shoppers and on the quality of the
products as well.”

Lau Yong Keong, 43, from
Alma:

“I have brought my family
here to check out the outlet for
the first time as we have never
been to IKEA before. As I know,
the store is mainly to purchase
home fittings because it has
unique, beautiful and furniture
with good quality here.”

Rodziah Abul Kassim (right)
and Che Farah Che Roslan,
from Penang:

“Our purpose is to shop for
some items. Now, we’re ad-
dicted to the meatballs —
IKEA’s signature food. Yeah,
we love IKEA home furnish-
ings. And I am a long-time
customer of IKEA. We bought
many unique home furnishing
items before this at the IKEA
Cheras store.

“The two-seater cushion I
bought at IKEA Cheras has

Marzuki Mastar, 74, Bayan
Lepas:

“It was very crowded with
visitors last week, so my wife
and I chose to come today (Mon-
day).

“Previously, I had been to
IKEA in Kuala Lumpur.

Shoppers grabbing their favourites on IKEA’s first day of opening.

Noor Hashimah Mohamad Nor,

lasted me almost 10 years. This
itself speaks for the high qual-
ity. Now, I shouldn’t worry
about driving to Kuala Lumpur
just for IKEA since it is here
in Penang,” said Rodziah.
“We both came very early
today and waited for the store
to open. We did not attend the
opening ceremony as we knew
there would be a big crowd.
Not forgetting the meatballs,
we have already had it before
starting our shopping. IKEA is
the best,” Che Farah added.

“But, having IKEA in Pen-
ang, it will be easy for my fam-
ily to go to Batu Kawan to get
home furnishings.

“For me, with the presence of
IKEA here, it will bring an abun-
dance of economic and invest-
ment opportunities to Penang.”

“Happy and really excited with

32, from Nibong Tebal (came
with her child):

“IKEA is really accessible for
Penangites as we can get many
things under one roof.

“I always look at the quality of
a product before buying it. I be-
lieve that IKEA is the best to shop
for home furnishings with good
quality.

the arrival of IKEA in Penang.

“The mini room furniture
items to decorate our kids’ room
also looks nice at affordable
prices.

“Even IKEA gives ideas or tips
on how to maintain our home or
rooms in a beautiful way. The
way they decorate the bedrooms
is attractive.



THE current heatwave hitting
several states in Malaysia is
surely of great concern as people
endure soaring temperature and
stifling humidity.

Most worrying is that a water
crisis is looming even though it
rained heavily twice recently after
a prolonged period of drought.
Indeed, in the northern states,
Kedah had already started to cut
water supply to 20,000 house-
holds while Penang and Perlis are
anxious over declining water
levels in their dams at the time of
writing.

Whether the dry spell will grow
in intensity in the future, no one
can really tell. But it certainly
brings to fore again the importance
of protecting Ulu Muda Forest
Reserve, especially against log-
ging and poaching activities.

Spanning 105,000 hectares, the
Ulu Muda Forest Reserve is lo-
cated in the northeastern part of
Kedah. It is the biggest forest re-
serve in the Greater Ulu Muda
Forests which consists of six other
forest reserves. Ulu Muda Forest
Reserve makes up 65 per cent of
the Greater Ulu Muda Forests that
have a total of 160,000 hectares.

Water Watch Penang (WWP)
president Prof Chan Ngai Weng,
who majored in geography, water
resources and climatology from
University Malaya and water re-
sources and hazard management
from Middlesex University in
London, said logging had been
going on for years in the forest and
became rampant in 2000s.

He said it stopped after Friends
of Ulu Muda, a loose coalition of
NGOs, made noise about it and
also after the Penang government
had brought up the matter to the
Cabinet.

But the problem resurfaced a
few years later as Kedah, without
getting any compensation from the
Federal Government for the con-

Prof Chan: Trees are doing us
a favour.

servation of the forest, allowed
logging to be carried out.

Again, Friends of Ulu Muda
came back to the picture. As a
result, Kedah announced it was
revoking and halting the issuance
of logging permits last year.

“Ulu Muda is very important
not only to Kedah but also to
Penang and Perlis. It provides 100
percent of raw water to Kedah,
80% to Penang and 70% to Perl-
1s,” said Prof Chan, who is cur-
rently lecturing at the Universiti
Sains Malaysia.

Penang draws its raw water
from Sungai Muda which flows
down from Kedah.

He was briefing a group of
journalists during a recent three-
day, two-night Media Advocacy
Trip to Ulu Muda Forest Reserve
at Earth Lodge located in the cen-
tre of the forest reserve. The trip,
organised by WWP and Manage-
ment & Ecology of Malaysian
Elephants (MEME), was spon-
sored by Yayasan Hasanah.

Prof Chan said the main rice-
growing areas in Kedah relied on
water from the Muda, Pedu and
Ahning dams located in the Ulu
Muda Forest Reserve. They pro-
vide about 40% of the total rice
production in Malaysia, serving as
a great source for the country’s
food security.

“Without water, our factories
cannot function. Tourism industry,
hotels and schools, for instance,
will suffer. We need water for
everything. We should be looking
at the picture holistically.

“Trees are doing us a big fa-
vour. They help control global
warming, convert carbon dioxide

to oxygen through photosynthesis.
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Amap of the Uly Muda Forest

If they are chopped down, all the
carbon that is stored in the tissues
will evaporate into the air. More
carbon dioxide in the air will be
very bad for us.

“Ifthe forest is destroyed, dev-
astating floods may happen. Trees
help retain rainwater, can slow and
reduce runoff. Imagine the losses
if there is a huge flood, not to men-
tion the loss of lives. But when the
season is dry, the trees release the
water through gravity.”

Prof Chan said Ulu Muda For-
est Reserve must also be protected
because of its ecosystem services
and rich biodiversity.

“There are for example wild
elephants here (forest reserve). We
want our children to see the ele-
phants in the future. Imagine today
we still have dinosaurs. How nice.
But they are now extinct. So, we
don’t want elephants to be extinct
and can only find them in muse-
ums.”

Like WWF-Malaysia and
some other NGOs, Prof Chan said
Water Watch Penang called on the
Kedah government to gazette Ulu
Muda Forest Reserve as a state
park.

He said this was also the view
shared by the majority of 85 par-
ticipants who took part in two
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Reserve and its Surrounding areas.

workshops conducted by Water
Watch Penang this year, with the
first at Bayview Hotel in George
Town on Jan 17 and the second at
the TH Hotel & Convention Cen-
tre in Alor Setar on Feb 15.

“A forest reserve can be easily
degazetted by state exco members
whereas it may be 10 times hard-
er to degazette a state park as it
will require a public forum.

“When you want to degazette
anational park or a state park, it’s
abolishing a law. To degazette a
state park, it still has to go through
the state exco. When people come
to know about it, especially the
NGOs, they will make a big hue
and cry. I don’t think the govern-
ment want bad publicity.”

Prof Chan said WWP supports
water tariff increment in Penang
as the state has the cheapest water
tariff in Malaysia and yet has the
highest usage in the whole country
per capita per day.

“Because it’s so cheap, people
take it for granted. We waste a lot
of water. Penang uses about 291
litres per person whereas the
national average is only about
220 and Singapore only 150. The
price of water in Singapore is
very high and the people are very
sensitized.

“Each household usage should
be less than 20 cubic metres per
month, So, we are proposing that
the water tariff stays for those
using below 20 cubic metres, but
double the price for usage of 21
to 30 cubic metres and double
the price again for usage of 31 to
40 cubic metres.”

The authorities are now plan-
ning to use cloud seeding if the
water in the dams reaches a
critical level and have also urged
everyone to use water wisely.

Just imagine the consequenc-
es if the Ulu Muda rainforest is
destroyed or gone. Many of us
will then begin to realise its im-
portance and value water but by
then, it may be too late.




Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

A HUSH fell over us as the boat-
men skilfully manoeuvred their
sampan with long sticks to the
riverbank and stopped. About
150 metres away, on the opposite
side, were three wild elephants.

One adult elephant was using
her trunk to douse sand on two
calves as well as herself. We were
told that although their hide looks
tough, they often put mud on
themselves to protect their sensi-
tive skin from the sun’s rays.

It was a sight to behold for the
17 of us who took part in the
three-day, two-night Ulu Muda
Media Advocacy Trip on March
15-17.

Organised by Watch Water
Penang (WWP) and the Manage-
ment & Ecology of Malaysian
Elephants (MEME) and spon-
sored by Yayasan Hasanah, the
trip was aimed at highlighting the
importance of Ulu Muda Forest
Reserve’s biodiversity and eco-
system services, its beauty and
the need to protect the forest re-
serve.

I could see the excitement on
the faces of my three other col-
leagues from Buletin Mutiara -
reporters Norshahida Yusoff and
Joanne Foong Chee Yin and
photographer Ahmad Adil Mu-
hamad - for their first-time en-
counter with wild Asian ele-
phants.

A fleet-footed Adil, like the
other photographers, quickly got
out of the sampan for closer shots
from a fairly safe distance. What
a golden opportunity!

As we were watching the
mammals’ movements, another
sampan with its engine running
and two fishermen onboard, also
came downstream. When they
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realised what we were doing,
they switched off their engine.
But it was too late. The elephants,
troubled by the sound, slowly
slipped into the forest.

We went further downstream,
and lo and behold, there was a
herd of elephants - three adult
female, three calves - moving
deeper into the forest. Following
them was a male elephant. A
cracking sound was heard as the
bull ripped off a tree branch. He
ate the leaves before disappearing
into the forest with the rest.

“You were all very lucky to
see elephants twice on your first
day,” quipped Hymeir Kamaru-
din, who runs Earth Lodge,
where we stayed in the forest
reserve.

“We try to make sure that
people who come here are people
who are interested in nature. If
you are not a nature lover, you

will get bored here. And you |

will go back complaining.

“We’ve basic facilities
but they are comforta-
ble. You’ve to pay to
come here and it’s for
those who don’t mind
some hardship.”

It took us about 90 minutes to
travel by sampan across the
Muda Lake up to the Muda
River and then to Kuala Labua
where Earth Lodge is situated.

All sampan arrived within
minutes of each other except for
the one carrying New Straits
Times writer Elena Koshy and
veteran journalist Sharaad Kuttan
from Astro Awani. Their sampan
got stuck in the mud and they had
to help their boatman Ghani push
it to deeper waters.

Due to the current dry spell,
the river is shallow and you could
see the sand a feet or two below
the boat. It was not like that when
Hymeir first came to the Muda

Hymeir: Welcomes nature
lovers.

River in the 90s. And he believes
that the sand slowly drifted down
from logging that started 50 years
ago.

There is no phone signal at the
forest reserve, so phone junkies
may find life unbearable.

Also, there is no electricity
supply to Earth Lodge, which was
built by the Kedah government in
2011. It consists of five cabins of
two rooms each and three dormi-
tories with six beds each.

After a satisfying dinner pre-
pared by a few villagers hired by
Hymeir, there was a sharing ses-
sion by WWP president Prof

Or collecting samples of the
elephant dung for DNA testing.

Chan Ngai Weng and Prof Ahim-
sa Campos-Arceiz. The former
spoke on the importance of the
Ulu Muda Forest Reserve as a
catchment for Kedah, Penang and
Perlis while the latter on the im-
portance of protecting its biodi-
versity.

Lights and fans were run by
electrical supply via a small gen-
erator for a few hours every night.
However, we did not feel hot
even without the ceiling fan func-
tioning as the temperature
dropped to 20 degrees Celsius in
the wee hours.

I was awakened by a cacoph-
ony of animal noises early in the
morning, with gibbons making
the loudest noise. Taking a bath
can be a challenge to those ac-
customed to using hot water be-
cause at Earth Lodge, the water
is cold as it is drawn from the
river.

On the second day, our first
outing was a visit to a hot spring
salt lick. We took a boat ride
down the river again before trek-
king some distance in the forest
to the salt lick where animals
come to lick essential mineral
nutrients.

Sadly, there were 4WD tyre
marks on the sand. No one knows
whether the driver was there for
fun or other motive.

The salt lick attracted quite a
lot of small bees and dragonflies.
Elephants had obvi-

An aerial view of
the Muda Dam
whichtis*located
in the Ulu Muda
Forest Reserve.

ously visited the area from the
relatively fresh dung found.

Or Oi Ching, 34, who is doing
aresearch on assessing the Asian
elephant population in Peninsular
Malaysia for her doctorate, im-
mediately got to action. Armed
with gloves, tape and other de-
vices, she measured the size of
the dung and collected some
samples to examine their DNA.

“It’s part of the project under
MEME. We also want to know
about the elephants’ distribution
and habitat use. We also want to
know how effective is our con-
servation work to save the spe-
cies,” said Or, who had done
studies on squirrels for her Mas-
ters.

Campos-Arceiz, an elephant
expert of MEME, believes there
are 1,500 elephants in Peninsular
Malaysia and 2,000 in Sabah. At
Earth Lodge, the Spaniard, who
has been involved with mega-
fauna for the past 16 years, en-
lightened us on the protection of
elephants and their habitats.

From the salt lick, a 30-minute
hike took us close to a tualang
tree (Koompassa excelsa), one of
the tallest trees in the world. It
can grow more than 80m tall.

During the hike, we had the
good fortune of seeing a red giant
flying squirrel gliding from one
tree to another.

In the evening, we were out
again, this time for a river walk
at Sungai Labua.

Time flew and after another
sharing session by Prof Ahimsa
the following morning, it was
time to pack up and leave for the
Muda Lake jetty.

Unknowingly, [ was bleeding
from a leech bite. But the adven-
ture was worth it. The warmth of

. Pak Din (Zainuddin Abbas) and
“ his fellow boatmen who shared

their stories and acted as our
guides made it all the sweeter.
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Soldlerlng on with

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

LIFE can be tough for any
teenager for suddenly losing
an arm. This was what hap-
pened to Mokti Mahmud when
he was 16 years old.

But today, the 44-year-old
showed that with the right
mental attitude, he could
overcome the odds.

He not only can repair
houses but also handle a sam-
% pan (wooden boat). He is ply-
A - ing his trade at the Muda Lake
Helpful to fellow jetty, fetching passen - gers to
the Ulu Muda Forest Reserve

Pak Din:

Mokti: Never give up hope. boatmen.
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one arm

and back whenever he is not
engaged in any house con-
struction works or rubber tap-
ping.

Mokti is also appreciative
of the guidance given by Pak
Din (Zainuddin Abbas) and
other fellow boatmen.

Working for a relative in
Rawang in 1992, Mokti’s left
arm was caught in a dough-
kneading machine that made
noodles for laksa.

“I was still conscious until
I reached the hospital and I
knew that I would lose my
arm,” Mokti recalled of the
incident.

“To compound matters, I
also had to undergo a kidney
operation a week later. I was
hospitalised for three weeks.”

Being a normal person be-
fore, Mokti felt strange having
only an arm. The Social Wel-
fare Department assisted him
by sending him for a two-year
training course in radio and
TV maintenance.

Mokti, who hailed from
Alor Setar, decided to return

to Belantik in Tasik Gubir,
Kedah, in 1993.

“I was disheartened ini-
tially. I was embarrassed when
kids from the kampung stared
at me. But I told myself there
are many others who are far
worse. [ began to think that if
others can do it, I too can do
it.

“I followed my friends and
helped him in building and
repairing houses. After getting
some experience, I decided to
do it on my own. Of course, |
can’t do everything myself
and I get assistants to help.

“Very importantly is never
to give up hope. Never to
think like I am an OKU (a
physically challenged person).
Never to give up trying.”

Mokti, who studied at Se-
kolah Menengah Jabi in Alor
Setar, had wanted to become
a soldier.

While that childhood dream
was shattered after the acci-
dent, Mokti soldiered on. To-
day, he is a shining example
of living life to the fullest.

PENELHLAN

PENGEDARAN DAN PENGANGKUTAN

T tiey




APRIL 1— 15,2019

PDC welcomes new GM, deputy GM

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Alvie Cheng

PENANG Development Corpo-
ration (PDC) deputy general man-
ager (Planning and Development)
Mohd Bazid Abd Kahar has been
promoted to be the new general
manager of the corporation.
Mohd Bazid, 59, replaces Datuk
Rosli Jaafar who retired on Feb 20.
Mohd Bazid, a man of vast ex-

perience, has served PDC for more
than 39 years.

Throughout his years of service,
he has won two Excellent Service
Awards — in 1995 and 2009; and
was conferred the Pingat Jasa Ke-
baktian in 1992, Pingat Kelakuan
Terpuji (2000) and Bintang Cemer-
lang Negeri (2005) for his service
to the community.

Meanwhile, PDC senior deputy
general manager (Implementation)

Penang’s thriving
business events sector

THE Business Events sector in
Penang is booming and is set to
break the RM1.5 billion mark in
estimated economic impact (EEI)
this year.

Penang Convention and Exhibi-
tion Bureau (PCEB) chief execu-
tive officer Ashwin Gunasekeran
said the bureau was targeting an
EEI of RM1.6 billion this year
(2019).

“We are also looking at a mar-
ginal 30% increase in the number
of events this year,” he told a press
conference after the launching
ceremony of the Business Events
Penang 2018 Annual Review on
March 20.

Penang has managed to hit
RM1.312 billion in EEI from 2,733
events last year.

PCEB reported that Penang

hosted 1,251 events with an EEI of

RMS808 million in 2016.

In 2017, the number of events
increased to 2,511 with the EEI
breaking the RM1 billion mark for
the first time.

Ashwin said the World Con-
gress on Information Technology
2020 (WCIT2020) which is sched-
uled to be held in Penang next year
(2020) would help to boost the
figures further.

“WCIT is a key example of an
international association meeting
that Penang is constantly targeting.

“The WCIT2020 can easily
attract about 4,000 delegates to the
state and will boost the industries
in Penang.

“The economic impact for that
conference alone will be three
times more than any particular
conference,” he said.

WCIT2020 will be held from
Sept 13 to 16 next year at Setia
SPICE Convention Centre.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow congratulated PCEB for the
achievements.

“The service sector contributes
49% of'the state’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) and 59% in terms
of creating job opportunities.

“The key component of the
service sector in Penang is tourism.

“Tourism in Penang has been
experiencing steady growth over
the past few years. The crucial
demand for a dedicated exhibition
centre in Penang has seen another
significant private sector invest-
ment — the Penang Waterfront
Convention Centre (PWCC).

“Located within The Light City,
PWCC is slated for opening in
early 2021,” he said.

Chow added that the Business
Events sector in Penang is matur-
ing.

“The sector has displayed tre-
mendous potential and there is
room for it to grow to be a key
player and substantial contributor
to the economy,” he said.

Penang Tourism Development,
Heritage, Culture and Arts Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said growth in the Business Events
sector would positively impact the
economic growth of Penang,
which would also propel commu-
nity development.

“PCEB was set up as the state’s
arm to develop the business tour-
ism sector and working together
with different levels of Govern-
ment and Business Events stake-
holders.

“In2018, PCEB penetrated two
new and vital markets for Business
Events — India and the United
Kingdom.

“I believe that the Business
Events Penang Annual Review
will be able to provide the informa-
tion you need to plan your sales
and marketing for the coming year.

“My office is fully committed
to ensure the success of the Busi-
ness Events in Penang,” he said.

Yeoh Lean Huat has also been
promoted to be its deputy general
manager.

Yeoh, 59, has served the corpo-
ration for more than 34 years.

He has been awarded four Ex-
cellent Service Awards from 1998

A
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to 2010; and was conferred the
Pingat Jasa Kebaktian in 1998,
Pingat Kelakuan Terpuji (2012)
and Bintang Cemerlang Negeri
(2017) for his service.

Mohd Bazid and Yeoh were
presented the letters of promotion

Chow with Mohd Bazid (left) and Yeoh (right).

in Komtar on March 21 by Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

They will begin their roles with
immediate effect.

Chow congratulated and encour-
aged them to continue their excel-
lent service to the community.
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Future of Penang lies in successtul
implementation of PTMP, says Zairil

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

THERE is no better time than
now to implement the Penang
Transport Master Plan (PTMP),
says state executive councillor
Zairil Khir Johari.

“We need to work with the best
partners possible to make this hap-
pen. The future of the city lies in
the successful implementation of
PTMP,” Zairil said when officiat-
ing the UK Penang Infrastructure
Forum: Sharing UK Experience,
held on March 14.

“In line with Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow’s Penang2030
vision for a family-focused, green
and smart state that inspires the
nation, PTMP will help transform
Penang into a top city not only in
Asia but also globally.

“Many years have been spent
discussing PTMP and Environ-
ment Impact Assessment (EIA).
It’s about time to get the ball roll-
ing for the state’s progress.”

Zairil, who is in charge of
Works, Utilities and Flood Mitiga-
tion, said factors affecting PTMP’s
kick-off included political, social

(Seated, from second left) Zairil and Lim joining other guests for a group photograph at the forum.

impact, approvals and funds.
Also present were Penang State
Financial Officer Datuk Sarul
Bahiyah Abu, British High Com-
mission director (trade and invest-
ment) Deborah Clarke and her
deputy director Clifford Bebb.
Others included former state
executive councillor Datuk Lim
Hock Seng, SRS Consortium pro-
ject director Szeto Wai Loong,
PTMP special transport master

plan engineer Dharshini Raman
and ARUP principal Stefan Sand-
ers.

Meanwhile, Szeto said SRS
Consortium, a project delivery
partner for PTMP and the Penang
South Reclamation (PSR) Scheme,
had worked hard on the feasibility
studies with consultancy partners
like ARUP and Tony Gee.

He said it was a challenging
task for all those involved in the

PTMP project as Penang is a
unique city due to its physical
structure.

Citing the Singapore MRT route
which was planned in the 1960s,
Szeto said early planning for the
PTMP project would help in its
implementation.

At the forum, speakers from
both UK International Trade and
Investment, ARUP and others
shared their views relating to pro-

jects undertaken by their compa-
nies, both in Malaysia and in for-
eign countries.

The topics shared included
‘Funding and Creating Projects’
(Stefan Sanders). ‘Effective De-
sign for Effective Transportation’
(Bill Addington director, Tong Gee
Partners), ‘Effective Public Dis-
play System’ (Jonathan Ross,
technical manager, ASL Solu-
tions).

Stay healthy and do charity

THE Batu Uban and Bayan Baru
service centres will be holding the
Harmony Walk 2019 in May to
promote a heathy lifestyle, be-
sides raising funds for the needy.

A carnival, called “Karnival
Harmoni Batu Uban”, will also be
held on the same day.

The events are held in associa-
tion with Persatuan Harapan
Madani Pulau Pinang and Per-
satuan Pergerakkan Belia Wa-
wasan Pulau Pinang.

Batu Uban assemblyman A.
Kumaresan said the events were
aimed at creating health aware-
ness among the public.

“Prevention is better than cure
when it comes to health matters.
Several diseases can be prevented,
and it is important that the public
are equipped with the knowledge
on how to prevent such diseases.

“I have received many appeals
from Batu Uban folk, especially
from diabetic and dialysis pa-
tients, seeking medical assistance.

“We hope to be able to raise
funds for the deserving patients in
Batu Uban with the proceeds col-

lected,” Kumaresan told a press
conference on March 16.

“There are many exciting pro-
grammes lined up. We also have
health talks to keep the public
updated on health issues.

“Come join in the fun, stay
healthy and raise funds for anoble
cause,” he said.

Organising chairman Venoth
Kumar Vegarazan, from Persatuan
Harapan Madani Pulau Pinang,
said the association hoped to
make the carnival an annual event.

“Free foot screening and a
blood donation campaign will be
held during the carnival.

“We are now in discussion with
the National Kidney Foundation
Malaysia. We are hoping that the
foundation can send a team to
conduct early detection screening
during the carnival,” he said.

Also present during the press
conference were Dr S. Mogan
Naidu from MediAsia Advance
Wound Care & Tissue Repair
Center and Dr S. Srikanthan from
Sri Tanjung Medicare(M) Sdn
Bhd
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(Second from left) Venoth, Kumaresan, Mogan and Srikanthan with the participation form for the walk.

Participants for the walk will
be receiving a T-shirt, a finisher
medal, a goodie bag, and an e-
certificate each. They also stand a
chance to win 50 lucky draw
prizes.

Apart from online registration,
the organisers will be also setting
up booths at major jogging areas
in the island such as the Botanic
Gardens , Karpal Singh Drive,
Bukit Jambul hiking area, and

Queensbay.

For details, call Venoth at 016-
504 8275 or Karthigesu (012-406
5710).

Alternatively, the public can
also visit the Batu Uban service
centre at 32, Lebuh Pekaka 2, Ta-
man Pekaka, 11700 Gelugor,
Pulau Pinang (Monday to Friday
10am - 5pm / Saturday 10am —
2pm) to get the participation form.
Details of the event:

Date : May 4

Time : 7am to 6pm

Venue : Dewan Terbuka Tapak
Pesta Pulau Pinang
Participation fee (Harmony
Walk): RM 45 (registration is free
for those who are 12 years and
below)

Interested participants can register
athttps://event.howei.com/event/
batu-uban-harmony-walk-2019
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Inaugural bridge to bridge ride

THE Penang Island City
Council (MBPP), with the col-
laboration of the Malaysian
Highway Authority (MHA),
will be organising the inaugural
Penang International Bridge 2
Bridge Ride (PgIB2B Ride)
2019 on June 30.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew
Tung Seang said they would
accept only 3,500 cyclists for
the 66km event starting from
Queensbay Mall to the first
Penang Bridge and returning to
Queensbay Mall via the Sultan
Abdul Halim Muadzam Shah
Bridge (second Penang Bridge).

“Even before our closing
date for entries is due in April,
2,500 have already registered
for the event. Organising chair-

ﬂrltg&p

Pelancdran Jersi

Aziz (second from left) and Yew (third from left) shaking hands
during the launch of the PgIB2B Ride 2019 jersey at Komtar. With
them are (from left) Idrus, Supt Anbalagan, Mohammed Ridzuan, Dr

Lim, Rohaizat and Nurliyana.

man Datuk Dr Lim Seh Guan
has pushed the entries’ limit to
3,500 and we won’t entertain

any more entries once we reach
3,500,” Yew said in his speech
during the launch of the PgIB2B
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jersey at Komtar on March 18.
“Those without the partici-
pating jersey will not be al-
lowed on the bridge by police
personnel. Initially, we thought
of'accepting only 2,000 cyclists
and then 3,000 cyclists for lo-
gistic and safety reasons.

“This event is in line with the
state’s aim to build a green and
bicycle friendly state. At first,
the event seemed impossible to
be held, but Datuk Aziz (MHA
director-general Datuk Aziz
Abdullah) helped make it pos-
sible. I would also like to thank
Paramount (Property) for spon-
soring the event.”

Aziz said MHA was happy to
collaborate with MBPP to hold
the event which would encour-
age people to stay fit.

“I welcome the initiative by
the state government and
MBPP to build bicycle lanes
and the Spiral Bridge last year,
the first in Malaysia, for cy-
clists to use for their safety,”
said Aziz in his speech.

“I’m told that MBPP, with
the cooperation of G Club of
Penang, has been involved with
the ‘Campaign For A Lane’
(CFAL) programme for the past
10 years since 2009. So, I'm
proud that we can be involved
in this bridge to bridge ride to
further support the campaign.

“This is a good initiative by
the state government and
MBPP. I fully support this kind
of healthy activity and I’m glad
we can be part of organising the
event. I hope this inaugural
programme will be held
smoothly and be a success.”

Also present at the launch
were working committee organ-
ising chairman Datuk Dr Lim
Seh Guan, MHA Toll Monitor-
ing Department director Idrus
Mat Tais, MHA (northern re-
gion) director Mohammed Rid-
zuan Jahidin, Balik Pulau
OCPD Supt A. Anbalagan,
MBPP councillors Rohaizat
Hamid and Nurliyana Mohd
Ramzi.

All layers of society must
advocate women’s rights

THE women in the vicinity of
Chowrasta Bazaar on March 8
were all smiles as they received
beautiful carnations from Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow in
conjunction with International
Women’s Day (IWD).

Chow, together with Komtar
assemblyman Teh Lai Heng and
Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Daniel Gooi, was at the market
area to distribute flowers to the
women traders, hawkers and the
marketgoers as International
Women’s Day is celebrated glob-
ally on that date.

“This is a symbolic gesture of
honouring women for their role
in the development of the com-
munity as well as the country.

“The state government has
always been consistent in its
pursuit of championing women’s
rights and gender equality,” said
Chow, who cited state Women
and Family Development, Gen-
der Inclusiveness and Non-Is-
lamic Religious Affairs Commit-
tee chairman Chong Eng as an
exemplary leader in being proac-
tive to empower women.

The Chief Minister lauded
Chong Eng for her dedication
pertaining to women’s issues and
gender equality which has

brought forth gender inclusive-
ness policies in the state.

“The result of her tireless
quest can be seen through the
state government’s policies and
programmes.

“Yesterday we held a ceremo-
ny to signify the acceptance of
the gender inclusiveness policy
as the state government’s policy.

“It will be used in the planning
and decision-making process,”
added Chow.

Chow said the fight to give
recognition to the roles played by
women would continue.

“Some say that since women
are now in a much better position
and have achieved some degree
of gender equality, things such as
this (distribution of flowers) are
not needed.

“However, I feel that we will
keep our tradition of distributing
flowers to women which will act
as a strong voice in creating
awareness on women empower-
ment.

“The quest to advocate wom-
en’s rights should be instilled
among layers of society so that
remembering IWD will take
place naturally, even without
having the need of organising
special events,” said Chow.



‘Balance for

Better’

alms

to push
sender parity

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

INTERNATIONAL Women’s
Day (IWD) on March 8 every year
is observed globally to celebrate
the milestone, achievements and
contributions of all the strong
women in our lives and those that
have made their mark in the world.

As we celebrate IWD, it tells
us that gender is not an issue in
achieving what we set our mind
on, we just need to be given the
opportunity to step in and make
our stand!

“That’s why the theme this
year, ‘Balance for Better’, is our

chance to bring more awareness
about the importance of gender
parity,” state Women and Family
Development, Gender Inclusive-
ness and Non-Islamic Religious
Affairs Committee chairman
Chong Eng said on March 8, when
she officiated the Women’s Day
Fair 2019 held at Level 3, Komtar.

Also present were PDC Setia
Urus chief executive officer Datuk
Ang Choo Hong, Penang Social
Welfare Department director Sha-
ballah Zainal Abidin and state
Women Development Department
director Marhaini Abu Bakar.

Joining them was founder of
Beauty Sesh, Nur Hanisha Mohd
Hashim.

(From third left) Ang and Chong Eng joining other guests in showing the ‘Balance for Better’ sign at the

launch of Women’s Day Fair 2019.

Chong Eng commented that
last year saw a massive #Press for
Progress as the world stepped
forward to push the boundaries
and go beyond to achieve greater
equality for women.

“And now, in 2019, we can all
continue to play a critical role in
helping forge a more gender-bal-
anced world as we work towards
# Balance for Better.

“This year, Penang state gov-
ernment had tailored several poli-
cies to enable women to fully

contribute to Penang2030 adher-
ing towards a family focused,
high-income, inclusive and sus-
tainable economy.

“We had established a Women
& Family Development commit-
tee or better known as Jawa-
tankuasa Pembangunan Wanita &
Keluarga (JPWK), in every state
constituency,” she added.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow had on March 7 officially
launched the Gender Inclusive-
ness (GI) Policy.

“Through the GI Policy, we can
ensure that within the state gov-
ernment agencies, no one-gender
will dominate the decision-mak-
ing system, by adopting a balance
composition of 40% women, 40%
men and the remaining 20% open
to both men and women,” Chong
Eng said.

“In the long-term, prevailing
social norms need to evolve for
gender gap to be bridged. The
Penang State Government is head-
ing to the right path,” she added.
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Good response
to Penang2030

Story by K.H. Ong and
Christopher Tan

Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis and Adleena
Rahayu Ahmad Radzi

THE Penang government is ac-
tively engaging the public to gather
feedback on the Penang2030 vision
that Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
announced last Aug 28.

An exercise, known as the Pen-
ang2030 Stakeholders Open Day,
was held in Bukit Mertajam for
Seberang Perai residents on March
14.

Chow, who attended the event
after officiating the opening of IKEA
Batu Kawan, said another such ex-
ercise would be held for Penang
island residents.

“We would like all the stakehold-
ers to understand what it (Pen-
ang2030) is all about. When they
come for the open day, they would
be briefed by personnel from Think
City, Penang Institute and the state
Penang2030 unit,” Chow told a
press conference after being briefed
by them on the four main themes of
the vision.

“These three units are responsible

to gather feedback from society. All
the themes and initiatives are inter-
connected. No theme is of priority.
Every theme is important for the
progress of Penang. The Pen-
ang2030 aims to achieve a family
focused, green and smart state that
inspires the nation.

“We will launch a Penang2030
booklet on April 27 to give more
details (about the plan) so that all
sectors will understand the state’s
direction and play their respective
roles.

“It will serve as a guide to help
the state government, its agencies,
community, private sector, com-
munity, individuals and families, to
achieve the goals.”

Chow said the briefing session,
which was already held for the state
executive councillors, would be ar-
ranged for all state representatives
and heads of departments.

The four main themes are to in-
crease livability to enhance quality
of life, upgrade the economy to raise
household incomes, empower peo-
ple to strength civic participation and
to invest in the built environment to
improve resilience.

Also present with him were his

{
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Chow greeting guests and participants of the Penang2030 Stakeholders Open Day in Bukit Mertajam.

wife Tan Lean Kee, State Speaker
Datuk Law Choo Kiang and Rehda
Penang chairman Datuk Toh Chin
Leong, who is also the IJM Land
Bhd (north) senior general manager.

The personnel involved with or-
ganising the event were Oh Chin
Eng and Teh Yee Teng from the
Penang2030 Unit under the Chief
Minister’s office, with the help of
facilitators from Penang Institute led
by Ong Siou Woon and Think City
led by Dr Matt Benson.

Over on Penang island, Federa-
tion of Malaysian Manufacturers
Penang chairman Datuk Dr Ooi Eng
Hock said the core of every society
is family.

“Family plays an important role
in shaping the behaviour of young
children.

“Every family has a role to play
in building a healthy community. We
just need to instil the right family
values to shape the behaviour of our
children, so that they have the foun-
dation to be better people in the fu-
ture.

“We can see that many of our
teenagers have lost their way. Some
turned to drugs while others engaged
in unhealthy social activities.

“Let us play our role in building
ahealthy family and set our children
on the right path,” he said when met
at the Penang2030 Stakeholders
Open Day on March 15.

Over 100 people attended the
open day which was held from 9am
to 1.30pm.

TARS Pictures cinematographer
Robert Chua said the open day was

a good effort by the state govern-
ment to engage the public on Pen-
ang2030.

“Ilearned a lot about Penang2030
from this open day event. I got to
know that the Penang government
had launched so many initiatives in
the past and is now pushing for new
efforts to grow the state.

“My colleagues and I are from
the creative industry. We came here
to learn about the industries; which
industry is growing, and which in-
dustry needs the extra help,” he said.

TARS Pictures videographer Soo
Ghee commended the state for or-
ganising the open day.

“The programme is awesome
and it allows participants to give
their input on Penang2030,” he
said.

Fishermen give thumbs-up to proposed sea reclamation

FISHERMEN at Teluk Kumbar
and Gertak Sanggul are generally
supportive of the Penang govern-
ment’s plan to build three man-
made islands.

This was the feedback gath-
ered from fishermen interviewed
randomly by a Buletin Mutiara
team.

In addition to the feedback
received by Buletin Mutiara, SRS
Consortium, as the project deliv-
ery partner, is gathering informa-
tion on its own from the fishermen
in Teluk Kumbar and Gertak
Sanggul.

Below are some of their views:
Ng Chong Hui, 72:

“I’ve been a fisherman since I
was 18. If the sea reclamation
project gives positive results, I’ve
no qualms supporting the state
government.

“Look at the surroundings of
existing factories (in Bayan Lepas
area). They presently generate a
lot of economic benefits to Pen-
ang and its residents.

“It will be a blessing if every-
one can benefit in the long run.

(From Ieft) Ng, Suhaimi Abbas and Chong Hui giving the thumbs-up
sign for islands reclamation project.

“I hope SRS Consortium (pro-
ject delivery partner) can take
good care of the fishermen’s
concerns and welfare.

“If we later find out that our
livelihood is not good here in
Gertak Sanggul, we will have to
go further out to Teluk Bahang to
fish.”

Ng Yon Loy, 55:
“I support the state govern-
ment’s plan to establish the three

islands in the southern part of
Penang.

“I’m optimistic that the overall
Penang Transport Master Plan
(PTMP), including the reclama-
tion project, will be a great suc-
cess. Much however depends on
the project creating new job op-
portunities for fishermen and their
family members in the long run.”

Idris Ismail, 64:
“Previously, during the pro-

posed construction of the second
Penang bridge, there were strong
objections from fishermen for
fear of dwindling catch.

“However, the area has now
been teeming with prawns.

“It will be a blessing when the
three islands come up later, as
fishermen with Apollo nets can-
not encroach into our area near
the beach.

“If the islands’ project be-
comes a reality, we hope the af-
fected fishermen will have op-
portunities in business and be
given houses there.”

Hadith Saidik, 51:

“It will be great if the project
will later have a positive impact
economically on us.

“For example, fishermen can
carry out water taxis service,
which is one proposal given to us
as an alternative source of in-
come.

“However, we need a written
proposal for compensation — like
higher powered boats necessary
for us to venture further out to the

sea to fish.”
Meanwhile, from a public
survey:

Ay

Eva Khoo, self employed:-

“It is good as development is
expanding like in Singapore.
However, too much of it will be
at the expense of nature, seaside
and beaches.”

SC Chan, retiree:

“Good for sea reclamation/
establishing the three islands, as
state government needs more land
for development when land is so
expensive.”
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

%T; 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM

YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA

(T) 04-829 9143 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah m

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy

ramosomz@genang.gov.mz

m 04 -383 9131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.35 BATU UBAN

YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

F) 04 - 668 1062 YB Nor Hafizah Othman m

T) 04 - 668 1062
@gmail.com

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 -262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution m

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor ()]

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

}T; 04 -390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my.

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.39 PULAU BETONG

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37 @gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04- 3310163

YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214
N.01 PENAGA
Md. Knalil Salleh (T) 012 - 598 4881
N.40 TELUK BAHANG novafasté3@gmail.com
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m
Dator Josmin Monormad o (T) 018 - 468 6610
DAP PENANG HQ il IR bl -
reamyx.com T) 04 - 228 8482 mmohamed002@gmal
F) 04-2288514
N.05 SUNGAI DUA
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115 Yusri Isahak (T) 019 - 337 4055

ysrregnot@gmail.com

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

M

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

%T; 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-5767606

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal. mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI

YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871
norlela.ariffin@gmail F) 04 - 538 4871
N.13 BERAPIT

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

m 013-399 0519
04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

m 04-502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
& PENYELAMAT 04-398 8809
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM 04-228 2012 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
. FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 ( BUTTERWORTH] 04310 2377
NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419 PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-KANAK )
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
SOCSO 04-238 9888 04-281 1108
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
nsungaibakapn2 mail.com

M

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lorahim

n2]adunsgacheh@gmail.com

(M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee

kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

}T{ 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid

32seridelima@gmail.com

m 04 -659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MPSP 2019
Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390

A'ziss Zainal Abiddin 017 - 938 9192
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397
Pakianathan

Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2229
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113
Kirupanantha

Johnson a/I 012 - 424 5745
Anthonysamy

Kang Yau Chuang 010 - 829 3904

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
Kewarganegaraan
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai 019 -457 2271
Tengah
5. Vadi Velan A/L Seberang Perai 011 - 1144 1816
Subramaniam Selatan
Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

Khong Chee Seong

011 -1522 6628

MBPP 2019 .
Nama Telefon
MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818

Kumaran A/L Krishnan

012 - 464 4697

Aidi Akhbal Mohamed Zainon

012 - 464 3004

Marshidaliza Marzuki

011 - 3929 9023

Azahari Aris

016 - 499 2580

Azli Ibrahim

011 - 2432 9007

Dr. Chee Heng Leng

017 - 333 9366

Francis a/l Joseph

012-474 3321

Gerald Mak Mun Keong

Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013-770 1001
Nasir 013 - 503 3349
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456
Mohamad Nor

Mohamad Akmal Azhar 019 -518 5145
Ong Jing Cheng 012 -758 3779

016 - 445 5709

Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571

Harvindar Singh a/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250
Singh

Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276
Latifah Hussainsa 013 -436 1999

Nurliyana Mohd Ramzi

011 - 3922 4080

Nur Zarina Zakaria

011 -1578 5098

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
016 - 452 6499 !
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Ong Kean Peng 012-629 1133 !
Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 5100075
Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 463 2787
Shahrudin Mohamed Sharriff 012 - 428 3160
Shung Yin Ni 012 - 413 9246

Tan Hooi Peng

012 - 498 6212

Ooi Yong Wooi 016-421 1196
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-3807672
Tan Chee Teong 012 -4017718
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101
Tengku Rasidah Tengku 019 - 4731323
Kamarudin

Wong Chee Keet 012-4511312
Zaini Awang 019 - 546 3115
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Tan Seng Keat 012-438 6191
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Vino Dini a/p Chandragason 016 - 439 9358
Pitchy

Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121
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Strong supportiy

for Japanese
Math classes

THE Penang government will con-
tinue to support the Japanese Math
Classes (JMC) organised by Penang
Math Platform (PMP) and hopes that
in due time, all 40 constituencies in
the state would have JMCs.

State Domestic and International
Trade, Consumer Affairs and Entre-
preneurship Development Committee
chairman Datuk Abdul Halim Hus-
sain, who officiated the launching of
eight JMCs at the Esplanade on
March 9, said the state would like the
programme to continue to bring the
best out of the students.

The programme, which was intro-
duced last year, offers weekly free
classes to children aged six to seven
years old from less affluent families.

It started with four classes and has

increased to eight as four satellite
classes were expanded to Batu
Maung, Pengkalan Kota, Prai and
Bagan Dalam.

“We now have 200 students. We
would like to see Math being made
an interesting subject, an easy subject
and a fun subject. There is always this
myth of Math as a difficult subject,”
Abdul Halim said in his speech.

“We need to catch up on mathe-
matics. We’re concerned about the
declining enrolment of students for
the Science stream.

“We estimated to have 200,000
students signed up for Science stream
by 2015. But as 0of 2017, 90,000 stu-
dents only signed up for Science
stream for SPM,” Abdul Halim said
in his speech.

e
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Abdul Halim (left, using a calculator) posing some math questions to the young participants (using a

long abacus).

He said last August, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow had announced the
Penang2030 vision for a family fo-
cused, green and smart state that in-
spires the nation.

Talking about a smart state, Abdul
Halim said Penang needs to have its
people good at math and science so
as to achieve the vision.

He said since 2009, under former
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, the
state has started the STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math-
ematics) programme which resulted
in the establishment of the Penang
Science Cluster, Penang Tech Dome,

CCTYVs to nab waste offenders

PENANG has managed to col-

lect over 390,000kg of recyclable |

waste since the waste segregation
at source policy was implemented
on June 1, 2016.

Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jagdeep Singh
said the local councils have col-
lected a total of 395,878.3kg of
recyclable waste from June 1,
2016 to Feb 28 this year.

“Penang Island City Council

(MBPP) collected 75,309.9kg of _.

recyclable waste, while Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP)
managed to collect 320,568.4kg.

“MBPP collected RM25,297.72
from the sale of the recyclable
waste; while MPSP managed to
collect RM69,199.78 from the
sale,” he told a press conference
at Seri Jaya Apartment in Bukit
Mertajam on March 11.

Jagdeep added the local coun-
cils issued 735 compounds —
MBPP (91 compounds) and MPSP
(644) — during the same period for
offences relating to failure to com-
ply with waste segregation.

Jagdeep was at Seri Jaya Apart-
ment to witness the success of a
recycling project there.

He praised the residents for
successfully carrying out the pro-
ject since 2017.

“There are surveillance cam-
eras (CCTVs) being installed in-

A management staff showing how waste dumping activities by

residents are monitored via CCTV.

side the trash room to monitor
waste dumping activities by the
residents.

“The CCTVs help to keep tabs
on residents; whether they practise
proper recycling methods and
waste disposal,” he said.

Also present was Berapit as-
semblyman Heng Lee Lee.

Heng said the apartment’s
management committee has also
appointed an individual to carry
out waste segregation activities

every Sunday, from 8.30am to
9.30am.

“The designated person will
report to the management if he
found recyclable waste being
wrongly segregated,” she said.

The apartment can collect
about 450kg of recyclable waste
every two months, which amounts
to RM200.

The money collected is used for
maintenance and upgrading works
of the apartment.

Penang Digital Library and Penang
Math Platform (PMP).

Also present were Consul-Gener-
al of Japan Shinichiro Kanoya, Pen-
ang STEM chief executive officer
Ang Lye Hin, investPenang chief
executive officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian,
PMP general manager Richard
Chung, Tech Dome chief executive
officer Dr Khong Yoon Loong, IMC
programme director Dr Cheah Ui
Hock and USM associate professor
Dr Ang Miin Huey.

Abdul Halim was later invited on
stage to test some young participants
on mental arithmetic abacus — which

they passed with flying colours!

He also thanked PMP for running
the JMC and the Japanese Consul-
General for supporting the pro-
gramme.

Kanoya said he was grateful that
Penang STEM chose Japan as a
model country to follow its Math
teaching method.

He said Japan is traditionally a
strong country in the field of STEM,
producing three Fields medal winners
and 27 Nobel Prize winners, among
which 23 of them are winners in phys-
ics, physiology, medicine and chem-

1stry.

Stay on and
engineer your way to
success, grads told

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon
Yeow has stressed the need to
develop talent in the engineer-
ing field and to keep talented
engineering graduates.

“Talent development is
crucial for us to remain com-
petitive in this era,” Chow
said.

Addressing the need to
keep fresh engineers intact in
the industry, he said this group
of people must remain in the
field to ensure the flourishing
of talent.

He said many of the gradu-
ates have nowadays decided
to hop on to other jobs soon
after completing their studies.

“It’s a pity if many of them
decide not to remain in the
engineering field but choose a
career in other fields like in-
surance, marketing and even
joining politics,” he said after
attending the special certifica-
tion award ceremony of Amer-
ican Malaysian Chamber of
Commerce (AMCHAM)-Us-
ains Human Resources Devel-
opment Fund (HRDF) Inbase
Programme at Setia SPICE

Convention Centre in Bayan
Baru on March 8.

Present were Amcham’s
Malaysian American Elec-
tronics Industry (MAEI)
chairman Datuk Seri Wong
Siew Hai, HRDF chief execu-
tive officer Elanjelian Venu-
gopal and Usains chairman
Tan Sri Siti Sa’diah Sheikh
Bakir.

A total of 192 graduates
from the latest batch success-
fully completed the pro-
gramme which Chow hopes
would be continued in the
years to come.

It acts as a catalyst to boost
the electronic and engineer-
ing (E&E) human capital in
the state to rise up the value
chain.

Chow noted that many
from outstation, who came to
the state to study, have gone
back to their respective
hometowns after completing
the programme.

“That is why the state must
promote its local food to en-
courage more of them to stay
put here,” Chow said in jest.
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Basic swimming lessons for
children from B40 families

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and the Butterworth Life
Saving Society are jointly holding
free swimming lessons for chil-
dren from B40 families.

MBPP councillor Gerald Mak
said the programme is open to
children aged seven to 12.

“Children who registered for
the swimming lessons must com-
plete all six sessions to be award-
ed a certificate of participation.

“The swimming lessons will
be held on Saturdays and Sundays
at the council’s Relau Sports
Complex. There are two sessions
— 4pm to 5.30pm (first session)
and 5.30pm to 7pm (second ses-
sion). We limit 32 participants per
session,” Mak told a press confer-
ence at Komtar on March 12.

He said that the swimming
programme in March began on
March 16, followed by March 17,
23,24,30and 31.

“Registration for the March
programme is closed; and we are
now accepting applications for
the May swimming programme,”
he said.

Mak said the programme was
aimed at reducing the number of
drowning cases involving chil-
dren.

“We want to equip the children
with water safety knowledge and
to reduce the number of drowning
cases involving children in Pen-
ang.

“We target the B40 families
because basic swimming lessons
can be costly,” he said.

The council's Community Ser-
vices Department director Rashi-
dah Jalaludin said the closing date
for the May programme is on
April 30, or when the 32-registra-
tion per session mark is reached.

“Tentatively, the swimming
programme in May will start on
May 11, followed by May 12, 18,
19, 25 and 26.

“The dates are subject to
changes,” she said.

Rashidah said interested par-
ticipants must fill in the registra-
tion forms to take part in the
programme.

“Children must wear proper
swimming attire to join the les-
sons. They must also be in good
health and accompanied by their
parents or legal guardians,” she
said.

Also present was Butterworth
Life Saving Society representa-
tive Tan Kuan Ling.

For more details and registra-
tion, call the Community Ser-
vices Department at 04-2262959
or Lilli Pushpam at 016-470 8711.

TalentCorp keen to set up
MY Xpats Centre in Penang

TALENTCORP Malaysia
hopes to set up a Malaysia Ex-
patriate Talent Service Centre
(MY Xpats Centre) in Penang to
facilitate expatriates who want
to work in the state.

Its deputy chief executive of-
ficer Sivakumeren A. Narayanan
said this when he and his team
paid a courtesy call on Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow on
March 15.

“We are hoping to set up a
MyXpats Centre here. We have
several expatriates who came to
Kuala Lumpur to seek our as-
sistance

“They have suggested to us
to set up a centre on Penang is-
land. It would be more con-
venient for them if we have a
centre here as we will be able to
assist them better on their ap-

plication for employment pass-
es,” he said.

Sivakumeren said TalentCorp
Malaysia wanted the process to
be fast, smooth and effective.

MY Xpats Centre is a joint
effort between Talent Corpora-
tion Malaysia (TalentCorp Ma-
laysia) and the Immigration
Department and is overseen by
the Ministry of Home Affairs.

For more information on
MY Xpats Centre, visit https://
esd.imi.gov.my/portal/fag/myx-
pats/

Chow thanked TalentCorp
Malaysia for the efforts taken to
attract, nurture and retain local
and international talents.

“Matching the right talent
with the right task is important
when we look at employment,”
Chow said.
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Mak (second from left) and Rashidah (right) with the representatives of Butterworth Life Saving Society
in a group photo after the press conference.
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THE Penang ferry service,
which has been operational
since 1894, serves thousands of
commuters each day.

Other than being a popular
mode of transport for many, the
oldest ferry service in Malaysia
is one of the state’s tourism at-
tractions.

Thousands of ferry passen-
gers take the “sea ride” from
George Town on the island
(Pengkalan Raja Tun Uda ferry
terminal) to Butterworth on the
mainland (Pengkalan Sultan
Abdul Halim ferry terminal)
and vice-versa.

While some use the ferry
service daily or frequently, it
could be a once-in-a-lifetime
ride for others.

The Buletin Mutiara team on
March 18 spoke to some of the
passengers at the Pangkalan
Raja Tun Uda ferry terminal for
their thoughts on this iconic
service.

Mohd Yusnizam Che Ani, 25,

scaffolding inspector, from
Pendang, Kedah:

“Overall, I’'m happy with the
service except for the seats
which could be made more
comfortable. If they are cush-
ioned, I think it would provide
a comfortable ride. I also feel
that the ramp which we use to
enter the ferry can be enhanced
safety-wise.”

Nurul Farhanah, 20, Univer-
siti Perguruan Sultan Idris
(UPSI) student, from Jawi:

“Usually, the ferry will ar-
rive on time. That makes it
easier for me to travel. Perhaps,
the pedestrian walkway to-
wards the waiting area can be
upgraded to a conducive envi-
ronment by for instance, fixing
of ceiling fans.”

Students Thibaah Batham-
anathan (from Seberang
Jaya), and Thivyashini Muru-
gan (from Kulim) both 21:
“We’re both frequent users
of the ferry service. We do not
face any problems with the
service but just one thing, we

feel that it will be good if there
are more seats provided in the
ferry.”

Nurul Fatihah Izzati Abdul
Raof, 17, student from Jelu-
tong:

“In the late afternoon, there
will be a big crowd boarding
the ferry. The peak hours are
between 4pm and Spm. You can
see many passengers waiting
for the ferry which makes the
whole place congested. Other-
wise I am happy with the ser-
vice.”

Hungary consular office reopens

HUNGARY has reopened its
consular office in Penang,
headed by Datuk Seri Chua Wei
Kee, with jurisdiction over the
states of Penang, Perak, Kedah
and Perlis.

The consular office reopened
after a period of five years
since the retirement of its pre-
vious Honorary Consul-Gener-

al, Datuk Gabor Fasketty,
founder of Fastron Sdn Bhd.

State Works, Utilities and
Flood Mitigation Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari,
who represented the Penang
government, conveyed his con-
gratulations to Chua on his
appointment.

“] am sure the newly-ap-

pointed Honorary Consul of
Hungary will give his best, not
only to serve the Hungarian
government on whatever they
need here in Malaysia and Pen-
ang, but also in representing
the people of Penang and Ma-
laysia to the Hungarian govern-
ment.

“I hope this re-establishment
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Housewife Nyanamani La-
zarus, 39, from Butterworth:

“I would like to suggest the
ferry operator set up a food bar
in the ferry. I think it would be
lovely to have a food bar selling
snacks such as ‘karipap’, ‘kuih’
and many others. Those work-
ing adults and students would
love it.”

Jane Foo Pui Yee, 26:

“I feel the ferry fare is rea-
sonable. If there are more fer-
ries, the frequency can be im-
proved. On top of that, we need
more seats in the ferry.”

Yong Yik Heng, 24, student in
Perlis:

will build the good relationship
- be it in trade, culture or tour-
ism between Hungary, Penang
and Malaysia,” he added.

Also present were Hungarian
ambassador to Malaysia Attila
Kali, and Hungarian Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Trade Dr Akos Berzeteia and
other invited guests.

“More seats are needed in the
ferry. I have seen many elderly
people standing as there are
inadequate seats. Not only that,
sometimes the ferry does not
arrive on time. Need to improve
on this.”

Senior citizen P. Saroja:

“It may be a good idea to
consider having food stalls sell-
ing satisfying meals near the
waiting area. For senior citizens
like me, we tend to get ex-
hausted fast and need to take
our daily medication, so it will
be nice if there are food stalls
near the waiting area. I would
also appreciate it if there is a
designated lane for the elderly
and pregnant women at the
walkway.”

Lee Chong Wei, 22, student:

“The real-time display of the
ferry schedule needs to be up-
dated from time to time. Some-
times when there is a delay, it
does not show on the screen.
We have to wait without know-
ing that there is a delay. That
can be frustrating.”

Taxi driver M. Govindasamy.

“It will be really good if es-
calators are provided. The
walkway has a steep ramp
which makes it difficult and
tiresome for elderly persons
like me. It will be very con-
venient if there are escalators.”

Chua, on his part, hoped to
facilitate trade and friendship
between Hungary, Penang and
Malaysia.

“I believe that we can en-
hance our bilateral ties in terms
of trade and tourism,” he added

The consular office is lo-
cated at 1-4-11 E-Gate, Lebuh
Tunku Kudin 2, Gelugor.
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No ordinary ambassador

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Nur Afigah Zainudi

UKRAINE ambassador to Malay-
sia Olexander Nechytaylo (pix) took
up a challenge to study Mandarin
when the Kiev National University
started its Department of Oriental
Studies in 1990.

Since completing a five-year
Mandarin course, there was no look-
ing back as he joined the foreign
ser- vice and spent a
year at its

headquarters
in Ukraine in
1996.
“The uni-
versity was
looking for
vol-

unteers (to join the programme). |
remember [ was in a bookstore look-
ing at a Chinese thick dictionary. I
was wondering whether I would be
able to understand the language. So,
this prompted me to take up the chal-
lenge,” Nechytaylo told Buletin
Mutiara during an interview after
paying Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow a courtesy call at Komtar on
March 6.

“In my second year at the univer-
sity, I had a professor from China.
She came from Wuhan University to
learn Ukraine. We became quite good
friends. She taught me one of the best
ways to learn the language was
through cooking.

“She taught me the names of the
ingredients. That was how she intro-
duced me to some of the Chinese
cuisine.”

Nechytaylo was among the first
batch of 10 students for the Man-
darin programme which saw
seven dropouts after the first
year.
In 1997, he was sent to Ja-
karta and it was an unforget-
table moment for him to
witness Habibie succeed

Suharto as the Indonesian

President in 1998.

“I saw quite a drastic transforma-
tion. There was chaos then,” recalled
Nechytaylo, who also picked up
Bahasa Indonesia.

He vividly remembers that on the
first night he was in Jakarta, he and
his friend from the embassy lost their
way for three-and-a-half hours.

His Mandarin came in very handy
when he was posted to Beijing from
December 1999 until 2002.

“I did not have any specific inten-
tion to join the diplomatic corps when
I'was thinking of my future. AllI want
is ajob that would allow me to travel,
socialise and make fiiends. [ also love
history. I like to discover new things
about history and culture.”

When Nechytaylo came to Pen-
ang for the first time in 2007 for
holidays, he said he went to the mu-
seum.

He was surprised to learn that there
was an Armenian community and a
Jewish community in Penang.

He also noted that there were
changes in Penang with a new fu-
nicular cable car system and more
tourist friendly facilities.

As ambassador, Nechytaylo al-
ways seizes every opportunity to
promote Ukraine which has six Un-
€sco sites.

Hehas also given a box of Ukraine
chocolates each to Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azizah
and Chow.

“She (Dr Wan Azizah) was very
happy and said, ‘Oh! That’s my fa-
vourite’. As far as I can bring a piece
of Ukraine in terms of food, I always
try to do it. That’s the best way to
experience the country through food
and culture. Ukraine is also one of the
largest exporters of honey.”

Ukraine, Nechytaylo said, is
known as the brains and grains of the
world.

Brains for exporting many soft-
ware engineers around the world,
including in Silicon Valley, and grains
for exporting wheat, soya, sunflower
and com.

On Malaysia, he said the country
is an amazing place with amazing
food.

“So many opportunities, that kind
of snergy that you have, not many
nations have it. What I realised about
Malaysians is that sometimes they are
very critical or pessimistic. This is bad
or even worse. No. You have to look
at the bigger picture.

“Malaysia is an amazing country.
Just compare to neighbouring coun-
tries. What you have achieved is

fantastic. If there is one word to de-
scribe Malaysians, I would say
“friendly’.”

His visit to Penang was to establish
stronger ties with the state and he has
requested the Chief Minister to rec-
ommend an honorary consul to him.

“Kuala Lumpur, Langkawi and
Penang are well-known to Ukraini-
ans,” Nechytaylo told Chow during
his courtesy call.

“There has been a growing num-
ber of Ukrainians in Penang and that’s
why we’ve identified Penang as the
first place (in Malaysia) for us to have
an honorary consul.”

Nechytaylo had earlier visited
Luxoft, a Ukrainian leading software
development and IT solutions com-
pany at the Wawasan Open Univer-
sity in Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah.

Chow, who was receptive to Ne-
chytaylo’s proposal for a consulate,
shared with Nechytaylo the state
government’s plans to improve digi-
tal connectivity, transport system,
manufacturing, tourism and service
industry.

“The state government has a busi-
ness unit dealing with telecommuni-
cations. Much more has to be done
to have the best internet service in the
country,” Chow said.

ore efforts to bri
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Chow (centre) in a group photo with the WFDC committee members showing his support for the IWD
2019 theme ‘Balance for Better’.

THE Women and Family Develop-
ment Committee (WFDC), also
known as the Jawatankuasa Pem-
bangunan Wanita dan Keluarga, is
set up in every constituency in
Penang to bridge the gender gap.

Besides that, the committee is
also tasked with coordinating pro-
grammes under the Women and
Family Development portfolio to
realise the Penang2030 vision.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the establishment of WFDC, the
first in the country, would empower
women at the grassroots level.

“We hope that the committee will

be able to bring fruitful transforma-
tion towards women and family
development.

“The motto ‘Penang Leads’is not
merely words. It reflects the state’s
initiatives to help propel Penang
forward.

“Recently on March 9, we have
launched the Gender Inclusiveness
Policy to enhance our support to-
wards gender parity,” Chow said at
the Community Aerobic-Exercise
Programme at the Esplanade on
March 10. The programme was or-
ganised by the Padang Kota WFDC.

Chow said Penang would be or-

ganising the first state-level Familiy
Day this year, with a budget alloca-
tion of RM800,000.

“We plan to hold the state Family
Day event annually as we realise the
importance of family development,”
he said.

Also present at the Community
Aerobic-Exercise Programme was
Pengkalan Kota assemblyman Dan-
iel Gooi.

This programme was held in
conjunction with International
Women’s Day 2019 (IWD 2019),
which is celebrated on March 8 glob-
ally.

A growing ageing
society by 2040

THE country is expected to see 6.3
million people above the age of 60 by
2040 as the face of society is changing
with lifre expectancy increasing, says
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

He said they would make up about
20% of the population by then as data
on life expectancies between 1840 and
2007 has shown a steady increase,
averaging around three months of life
per year.

“Although longevity nowadays
could extend beyond life expectancies
of the past, statistics show the quality
of life is compromised with age. This
poses challenges for the elderly and
the community.

“Ageing is taking place alongside
other broad social trends that will af-
fectthe lives of older people,” he said.

As such, the country has taken
initiatives to ensure the elderly con-
tinue participating and contributing
towards society.

“Forty-five Elderly Activity Cen-
tres have been set up nationwide to
organise activities for them and as
avenues for the elderly to socialise
with the community,” he said before
opening the International Conference
on Ageing (ICA) 2019 on March 7.

The inaugural two-day conference
was co-organised by Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM) via the USM-RIK-
EN International Centre For Ageing
Science (URICAS) and the state
government.

Among those present were USM
vice-chancellor Datuk Dr Asma Is-
mail and RIKEN executive director
Prof Dr Motoko Kotani.

Asma said ageing has a direct
impact on productivity and the labour
market and individuals tend to remain
longer at the workplace due to re-
employment or retirement policies
with longer life expectancies.

“Younger force would be shrinking
and there will be fewer people in the
productive age group to provide sup-
port and protection for old people,”
she added.

She also pointed out that the
world’s population, aged 60 years and
above, is slated to double to two billion
by 2050, up from 900 millionin 2015.

“Our country will then witness a
situation where the growth of the el-
derly population surpasses the growth
of total population,” she said, adding
that the conference would further help
advance understanding of ageing.



ensure good
water supply

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by courtesy of PBAPP

THE Penang Water Supply Corpo-
ration (PBAPP) is initiating dry
weather control measures to sustain
continuous good water supply in the
state.

PBAPP chief executive officer
Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa said the
corporation is monitoring the data
of the dams in Penang, Sungai
Muda, and the dams in Kedah that
release water into Sungai Muda
daily.

“The two dams in Kedah that are
releasing water into Sungai Muda
are the Muda Dam and Beris Dam.

“We are also minimising raw
water drawdowns from the Air Itam
Dam; and pumping in water from
other sources to meet the water de-
mand in Air Itam and Paya Ter-
ubong.

“We have increased water pro-
duction at Sungai Dua, Guillemard
and Batu Ferringhi water treatment
plants to support this effort.

“When we reduce the water re-
lease from the Air Itam Dam, that
shortfall must be met by other treat-
ment plants.

“We ‘push’ the water from
George Town towards Air [tam. We
have a pumping station at Padang
Brown and we are ‘pushing the
water backwards’,” he told a press
conference at Komtar on March 7.

Jaseni said the corporation was
also optimising the abstraction of
raw water from Sungai Muda at the
Lahar Tiang Intake.

“We are also providing updates
on Penang’s water supply status and
promoting water conservation,” he
said.

Jaseni revealed that the effective
capacity of the Air [tam Dam was at

60.4% on March 6.

“The effective capacity of the Air
Itam Dam has dropped by 31.8%
since the beginning of the year. Its
effective capacity was 92.2% on Jan
1 this year.

“The Air Itam Dam’s raw water
storage is projected to last another
59 days. The Air Itam Dam supplies
water to about 175,000 people in Air
Itam, Paya Terubong, as well as the
surrounding areas along Jalan Air
Itam, up to Jalan Masjid Negeri,” he
said.

On the Sungai Muda status re-
port, Jaseni said the level of Sungai
Muda had dropped significantly.

“More than 80% of Penang’s raw
water is sourced from Sungai Muda
daily.

“The level of Sungai Muda was
2.35m on Jan 1 but dropped to
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Jaseni (centre, in blue) having a press conference in Komtar.

1.55m on March 6.

“Without Kedah’s strategic raw
water releases from the dams in
Kedah, the levels of Sungai Muda
would have fallen below the critical
level of 1.5m,” he said.

Jaseni said PBAPP remained
proactive in ensuring continuous
good water supply in the state.

“The hot and dry weather has
caused significant drops in the effec-
tive capacity of the Air Itam Dam
and the Sungai Muda level.

“PBAPP has a contingency plan
that includes several actions.

“We can initiate the emergency
drawdown of raw water from Meng-
kuang Dam. Although the expanded
Mengkuang Dam is now at 46%
full, it is equivalent to 100% capac-
ity of the old Mengkuang Dam.

“The Mengkuang Dam is a ‘stra-
tegic dam’. We do not release water
daily, like we do for the Air Itam
Dam and the Teluk Bahang Dam.

“We will only release water from
Mengkuang Dam when there is not
enough water supply from Sungai

Muda and if our request for Kedah
to release more water into Sungai
Muda faces problems,” he said.

“There is a possibility that the
2016 Super El Nino’ is making a
comeback,” he added.

“We will request for cloud seed-
ing if releasing more water into
Sungai Muda doesn’t work. How-
ever, cloud seeding can only be
conducted when there are clouds,
especially during the inter-monsoon
season.

“If cloud seeding also doesn’t
work, then we will recommend to
the state government to delay padi
planting,” he said.

Jaseni said PBAPP sought coop-
eration from all consumers to save
water.

“Please do not use a hose unnec-
essarily to wash your car, water your
garden, clean your house or to cool
down your house compound. You
waste a lot of water when you use a
hose,” he added.

For more water saving tips, visit
www.pba.com.my

Environmental education plays
vital role for preschoolers

IT isnever too early to instil environ-
mental awareness in children.

And for that, Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council (MPSP) and Fraser
& Neave Holdings Bhd jointly organ-
ised a programme, called “Roadshow
Kempen Kitar Semula” for hundreds
of preschoolers.

Nine preschools took part in the
event at SJK(C) Kwang Hwa, Raja
Uda, Butterworth on Feb 2.

“The purpose of this programme
is to encourage preschoolers to learn
about recycling habits. This is an ef-
fort to guide the young generation to
love the environment in their daily
lives.

“This is the third time we are host-
ing the programme in collaboration
with MPSP,” said F&N Bhd man-
ager (corporate affairs) Cariessa Goh
Geak Hwa in her speech at the road-
show.

She emphasised that the roadshow

would remind children on the 8Rs
concept (Rethink, Refuse, Reduce,
Re-use, Repair, Regift, Recover and
Recycle) so they know the right way
of dumping and recognising recycla-
ble materials no matter where they
are.
State Welfare, Caring Society and
Environment Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh, who attended the
event, said the roadshow would en-
hance awareness and understanding
of children on practising the 8Rs in
everyday life, while participating in
cheerful and entertaining activities
during the roadshow.

He urged teachers and parents to
ensure that preschoolers gain basic
knowledge on environmental conser-
vation and preservation issues.

Interesting activities such as sto-
rytelling and games held during the
roadshow were to sharpen the chil-
dren’s memory skills.
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AEMULUS Holdings Berhad
aims to rise further in the automated
test equipment (ATE) market as it is
investing RM35 million until 2021
inresearch and development (R&D)
and its business infrastructure.

Following the purchase of 1.62
acres of land in Bayan Lepas Indus-
trial Park two years ago, the local-
based corporation aims to expand
on R&D, attract and retain talents
based on its strategic location and
also enhance its supply chain man-
agement.

The move would also enable
Aemulus and its subsidiary to build
and have its own corporate office

building in Bayan Baru and Batu
Maung under one roof.

The completely different concept
from other corporations, with its
rooftop garden, cafe, running track
and deluxe shower suites, would
make it stand out.

“We are tech-innovators and this
expansion will bolster our objectives
to serve our customers with compel-
ling ATE test solutions and test
ecosystem.

“Construction of this Aemulus
Base is expected to be completed
within 12 months,” said Aemulus
chief executive officer Ng Sang
Beng in his speech prior to the
groundbreaking ceremony on
March 23.

The strategic location near Pen-

Artist’s impression of the Aemulus building once it is completed in 12 months.

ang International Airport (PIA)
would also enable convenient logis-
tic accessibility.

Aemulus will also be tapping into
the skilled labour force as the cor-
poration plans to increase its head-
count to 500 people from 140 cur-
rently.

Finance Minister Lim Guan Eng,
who was present at the event, said
Aemulus’ decision to invest RM35
million is a testament to the business
confidence in the government.

He said the facility to be built
proves that a high level of business

confidence exists in the country cur-
rently.

“I am excited to see the expansion
of Aemulus because it is one of the
industries that support the govern-
ment’s focus on Industry 4.0,” said
Lim.

“These are the kinds of high-
skilled jobs the government is look-
ing forward to create to meet rising
expectation of all workers.”

Also present were state Domestic
and International Trade, Consumer
Affairs and Entrepreneur Develop-
ment Committee chairman Datuk

Abdul Halim Hussain and Aemulus
chairman Chok Kwee Bee.

Touching on expansion of the
airport in Bayan Lepas, Lim told
reporters that an open tender would
be called this year.

“The feasibility study has been
done,” he said, adding that it would
be funded through private financing
initiative (PFT).

Lim mentioned the state would
have its own edge and attractions to
compete when asked for his com-
ment on Kedah’s plan to build the
Kulim International Airport.

Stepping up efforts
to save lives

THE Desa Permata housing
area now has an automated
external defibrillator (AED)
machine for public use,
thanks to the Desa Permata

(From fourth left) Yeoh,
Ramkarpal and other guests
showing the thumbs-up sign at
the AED installation ceremony.
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Village Community Man-
agement Council (MPKK)
and Bukit Gelugor MP Ram-
karpal Singh.

It was installed at Lintang
Paya Terubong on March 24.

Penang Tourism Develop-
ment, Heritage, Culture and
Arts Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin expressed
his gratitude to the Desa
Permata MPKK for their ef-
forts in getting a new AED
machine.

He also thanked Ramkar-
pal for donating the ma-
chine.

Also present at the cere-
mony were Penang Heart
Safe Programme chairman
Datuk Dr Luah Lean Wah
and Desa Permata MPKK
chairman Ong Swee Jin.

Yeoh also encouraged the
residents to learn how to use
the AED and the cardiopul-
monary resuscitation (CPR)
technique.



Excellent
service award

for 232

MPSP staff

A TOTAL of 232 Seberang Pe-
rai Municipal Council (MPSP)
staff members recently received
the Excellent Service Award for
2018.

MPSP president Datuk Rozali
Mohamud said the award recipi-
ents for 2018 showed an increase
of 10.47% compared to 210 re-
cipients for 2017.

Of the 232 recipients, 199 are

male. Each recipient received a
certificate and a cash award of
RM1,000.

“I would like to congratulate
them for achieving the target set
by their respective heads of de-
partments and management.

“I hope all the award recipients
will continue to be committed and
improve on their work performance
to enhance the image and credibil-

Award recipients taking a group photo after the ceremony.

ity of the MPSP,” he said at the
awards ceremony on March 19.

Also present were MPSP sec-
retary Rosnani Mahmod, MPSP
councillors and heads of depart-
ments.

At the same event, six staff
members also received a certifi-
cate of appreciation for demon-

strating high commitment, dedi-
cation and honesty and perform-
ing beyond their assigned tasks.

Commenting further, Rozali
said all staff members are an im-
portant asset and would always
be given attention by manage-
ment to ensure that MPSP contin-
ues to be an excellent local au-

thority.

“MPSP emphasises the impor-
tance of integrity and discipline
to all employees, regardless of
their position. MPSP is commit-
ted to combating corruption,
abuse of power, irregularities,
discipline and breach of trust
among employees,” he added.

Two parks in Batu
Lancang undergo upgrading

TAMAN Hikmat and Taman Hijau
in Batu Lancang are being up-
graded for the benefit of residents
there.

Batu Lancang assemblyman
Ong Ah Teong said Taman Hikmat,
located between Jalan Hikmat and
Jalan Cantik, now has a monkey
bar, four exercise equipment, three
units of spring riders and a badmin-
ton court.

The upgrading by the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) came
about after Ong said he received
complaints from residents of inad-
equate facilities for them to exer-
cise.

“Now, the residents want to have
spotlights installed as the park is
quite dark at night. Also, many
people are sitting there drinking and
making a lot of noise,” he said on
March 20.

“MBPP will help solve the prob-
lem by installing the spotlights next
month.”

Ong added that the 4,381sq m

Taman Hikmat has now about 70
Tecoma trees to beautify it.

The trees were replanted after
those that were planted in 2015 died
because there was no proper care.
Ong was then an MBPP councillor
in 2015.

“I’ve contacted the MBPP Land-
scape Department and they are now
taking good care of the trees.

“I hope that between two and
three years, they can bloom beauti-
fully so that the people here can
enjoy their beauty and live a hap-
pier life.”

For the 6,690sq m Taman Hijau,
Ong said the football field is still
being upgraded by MBPP after
footballers complained of the hard
and uneven surface.

The upgrading work, which
began with earthworks on Jan 25,
is expected to be ready by June.
Planting of grass is now in progress.

The total cost for the football
field upgrade is estimated at
RM17,000.

Yeoh (standing, right) looks on as Ren Hui (seated, left) and Ooi sign the MoU documents.

o

Penang’s street food to be promoted in China

PENANG?’s famous street food
will soon make its presence felt in
China with the signing of a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU)
with its counterpart to promote the
local cuisine in various malls and
cities that country.

The MoU, which was signed by
Penang Global Tourism chief ex-
ecutive officer (CEO) Ooi Chok
Yan and Shanghai Tianyi Culinary
Co. Ltd CEO Ren Hui is to show-
case the award-winning street food
to consumers in China.

MPSP targets more recyclable items

THE 10th Green Schools Award
2019 has attracted a total of 136
primary and secondary schools
in Seberang Perai.

Aimed at bringing a holistic
approach to environmental man-
agement, the Green Schools
Award 2019 was jointly organ-
ised by Seberang Perai Munici-
pal Council (MPSP) and Conti-
nental Automotive Components

Malaysia Sdn Bhd.

SMK Guar Perahu, which
was the second-placed winner in
last year’s competition, hosted
the award launch ceremony re-
cently.

The Green School award
takes into account the “smart
consumption” practice approach
on “Rethink, Refuse, Reuse,
Reduce, Regift, Recover, Repair

and Recycle” as a guide for the
programme implementation.

MPSP secretary Rosnani
Mahmod, who launched the
event, said participating schools
managed to collect 149 tonnes
ofrecyclable items last year and
hoped this year they could
achieve more.

“For this year, it is compul-
sory for every school to take part

State Tourism Development,
Heritage, Culture and Arts Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said Shanghai Tianyi Culinary
Culture has shown a strong interest
in promoting local food.

“Penang is an attractive destina-
tion due to our status as the food
capital of Malaysia.

“China also presents a huge
market potential which the state has
been working on to introduce and
strengthen our promotional efforts
to attract more Chinese nationals

in the Green Schools Award
2019. It must be done through
e-registration system at http:/
www.pgc.com.my/PSGassess-
ment/login.php>

“Organising these kinds of
recycling activities is to strong-
ly encourage everyone to nurture
the spirit of love for the sustain-
able environment and at the
same time maintaining the

here,” he said after witnessing the
signing ceremony at Komtar on
March 20.

Yeoh pointed out this was a re-
markable feat for the state as it was
in line with the Penang govern-
ment’s direction to make tourism
flourish in the competitive global
tourism market.

“We look forward to seeing the
unveiling of future milestones as
we move towards a common goal
for the benefit of Penang and
Shanghai Tianyi,” he added.

cleanliness around us,” she said
in her speech.

Online registration closes on
April 30 while panel evaluation
is set for August, with the prize
giving at end of October.

The organisers hope that such
competitions will help stir the
interest of students and educa-
tors to preserve the environment
as a culture.
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