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‘State has
master plan’

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

PENANG has been working to-
wards water supply security until
2050, based on the recommenda-
tions of a master plan study.

Penang Water Supply Corpora-
tion (PBAPP) chief executive of-
ficer Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa said
PBAPP has been working on the
strategies arising from the master
plan for the last 10 years to ensure
the state has enough water supply,
including avoidance of water ra-
tioning.

“Penang has achieved a water
reserve margin of 32.9% in 2018.
This is the highest and safest mar-
gin in Malaysia. The national aver-
age margin was 14.3% in 2017.
And this is only possible if we have
amaster plan,” Jaseni told reporters
at Komtar on April 1.

Jaseni was holding the press
conference in the presence of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow to dis-
miss allegations made by an Aliran
report that the state has no water
master plan, no comprehensive
long-term plan to manage its water
supply and promote water security,
no follow-up on its campaign to
save Ulu Muda (the water catch-
ment for Sungai Muda) and has
downplayed water security.

“This is how thick the 2009
master plan report is,” Jaseni
showed pressmen the bundled

Jaseni showing the “Masterplan Study for Potable Water in Penang until Year 2050” at the press

conference. With him is Chow.

documents to counter allegations
made on March 26 by Aliran in a
report entitled “Penang needs
PWMP (Penang Water Master
Plan) more than PTMP (Penang
Transport Master Plan).”

“Our master plan report has
been distributed to federal agen-
cies, ministries, our regulator,
Perak, SPAN (National Water
Services Commission) and the
Northern Corridor International
Agency.

“We want to tell the truth so that
people can compare what they said
and what we said.”

He said in 2009, PBAPP com-
missioned an independent “Mas-

terplan Study for Potable Water
Supply in Penang until Year 2050”".
This study projected Penang’s
treated water demand to be 1,483
million litres per day (MLD) by
2030; 1,696 MLD by 2040 and
1,884 MLD by 2050.

The study noted that about 80%
of Penang’s raw water was derived
from Sungai Muda, and there was
a need to reduce such heavy de-
pendence from a single source.

Jaseni said the study proposed
the implementation of the Sungai
Perak Raw Water Transfer Scheme
(SPRWTS) to tap a second major
raw water resource for Penang.

“Since 2011, the Penang gov-

ernment and PBAPP have been
pursuing the implementation of the
SPRWTS, not only for the benefit
of Penang but also for the benefit
of Northern Perak.

“However, the previous federal
government did not do anything
about the Sungai Perak scheme in
the period 2012-2018. So now, with
the new Federal Government, the
Penang government and PBAPP
will be pursuing the matter.”

He added that the Water, Land
and Natural Resources Ministry
(KATS) called for Perak and Pen-
ang to seek a “win-win” solution
on tapping Sungai Perak as a raw
water resource.

“In 2019, KATS has taken the
lead in hosting talks between Perak
and Penang in Putrajaya. KATS is
now commissioning technical stud-
ies to determine the best way to
implement this inter-state water
transfer scheme.”

For Penang, Jaseni said the po-
tential maximum raw water yield
from SPRWTS is 1,000 MLD.

In 2018, PBAPP produced 1,073
MLD of treated water per day by
abstracting raw water from Sungai
Muda and other raw water re-
sources in Penang.

“The projected water demand
for Penang in 2050 is 1,884 MLD.
As such, due to its promising po-
tential yield, the SPRWTS may
ensure water supply security for
Penang until Year 2050.”

Jaseni added that Penang did not
downplay the water security issue
as PBAPP has been issuing many
press statements.

Telling the media to check their
archive, he said in the period 2016-
2018, PBAPP had issued 63 mass
media releases on key water supply
issues and developments in Penang
and the northern region, including
15 releases referring specifically to
Ulu Muda and Sungai Muda.

Besides that, he said PBAPP has
also been actively posting water
supply news on social media via
Facebook and updating the effec-
tive capacities of Penang’s dams
regularly on www.pba.com.my for
public reference.
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Lights off to mark
Earth Hour

THREE... two...
lights off!

Visitors to Gurney Paragon
Mall showed their support to
reduce carbon footprint by
taking part in the Earth Hour
Zumba and Night Yoga 2019.

Non-essential lights in-
cluding 80% of the lightings
from St Jo’s in Gurney Para-
gon Mall were turned off from
8.30pm to 9.30pm to mark the
Earth Hour celebration.

Hunza Group executive
director Khor Tze Ming said
this was the first time they
collaborated with WWF-Ma-
laysia to organise the Earth
Hour event at Gurney Paragon
Mall.

“We have also encouraged
our retailers to switch off
their display lights and sig-
nage during Earth Hour.

“Gurney Paragon Mall,
from March 1, has given out
1,000 sets of reusable straws

onc...

to shoppers through redemp-
tion. We have also success-
fully held the ‘adopt a teddy
bear campaign’ to raise funds
for WWF-Malaysia,” Khor
said in her speech at the event
on March 30.

“All the bears were fully
adopted within two weeks.”

Khor said Gurney Paragon
Mall had helped to generate
RM20,000 through the Earth
Hour event registration.

“We are also donating
RM12,590 from our ‘adopt a
teddy bear campaign’ to
WWF-Malaysia to fund its
conservation efforts.”

WWE-Malaysia conserva-
tion director Dr Henry Chan
said the act of switching off
lights is a symbolic way of
showing that people care
about Earth.

“It is to show that we are
willing to make changes to
our lifestyle to reduce the

Zumba | Yogg - |
Special performance

Euphoria Penang ‘lit’ up the night with their dance performance.

impact on nature and biodi-
versity,” he said.

Penang Welfare, Caring
Society and Environment
Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh thanked the par-
ticipants for joining the event.

Review of ‘no free
plastic bag’ campaign
needed to ensure success

He invited everyone to
come together to save Earth.

Samsonite Malaysia and
Celcom also donated
RM10,000 each to WWEF-
Malaysia.

Participants enjoyed the

Story by Edmund Lee

THE “No Free Plastic Bag” initia-
tive started by the Penang govern-
ment in 2009 needs to be reviewed
to ensure its effectiveness, says
Local Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh.

He said the policy was far from
a success.

Since the campaign started, a
whopping RM8.9 million has been
collected through the 20 sen pay-
ment per bag.

“Ifthat’s the case, is this initiative
successful or not? People still keep
on paying 20 sen to use plastic bags.
How many millions of plastic bags
have been sold until now?

“We are not looking into the col-
lection but our aim is to create
awareness and deter people from
using plastic bags.

“Fom what I see, I don’t think it’s
successful and that’s why it needs to
be reviewed,” said the Datok Kera-
mat assemblyman after attending a
gotong-royong event in his constitu-
ency at Solok York on March 31.

Jagdeep added many other states
have followed in Penang’s footsteps
in introducing the programme.

Environment, Caring Society and
Welfare Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh had been reported as say-
ing the state government was look-
ing to increase the cost of a plastic
bag to 50 sen.

zumba dance and night yoga
session during the celebra-
tion.

There were also dance per-
formances by Euphoria Pen-
ang and exciting lucky draw
sessions.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
nonetheless, stated more discussions
would be held with stakeholders to
gather their input.

Jagdeep also did not rule out the
possibility that the increase would
be more than 50 sen.

On housing related matters,
Jagdeep also attended a dialogue
session organised by Penang Hous-
ing Network, at the Caring Society
Complex.

He briefed those who attended
the dialogue on the state’s commit-
ment towards delivering affordable
homes for Penangites.

He said many private developers
were not in favour of him wanting
them to comply with the state’s ini-
tiative in ensuring affordable units
for the people.

However, after a thorough expla-
nation given to the developers, they
have committed to build such units
for those in need.

“We (state) will ensure the best
for its people,” he added.

In another development, Jagdeep
told reporters that the state had iden-
tified Bukit Teh on the mainland as
an alternative for Jelutong landfill.

He said they were now engaging
with the operators involved and
rushing to get the site on the main-
land ready for demolition waste.

The Jelutong landfill will be
closed down and turned into a mixed
development site in a few years’
time.
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No approvals
yet for PTMP
projects

Story by Christopher Tan

THE Penang government is still
waiting for the relevant approv-
als for projects under the Penang
Transport Master Plan (PTMP).

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state is confident
of obtaining the approvals at the
appropriate time.

“We are now at the various
stages of submission (for the
PIL1 and Bayan Lepas LRT
projects) and are confident of
getting the approvals in due
course,” Chow said in a state-
ment on April 8.

Chow was refuting an article
in a local English daily on April
8 titled “Penang’s PIL and LRT
to go ahead”.

“We have taken note of the
misleading claims in the article
in The Star.

“The report is unsubstantiated
as the state government has yet
to obtain the approvals.

“We want The Star to do the
needful and take the necessary
steps to rectify the report to pre-
vent further confusion to the
stakeholders,” he added.

On March 19, Chow had said:

“The PIL1 project only needed
the Environmental Impact As-
sessment (EIA) approval and we
can’t start the PIL1 project even
after approval is obtained; unless
we also obtain the approval for
the Penang South Reclamation
(PSR) project.

“This is because the funding
model for the PIL1 project
comes from the PSR project.”

Chow on Feb 28 said that the
state was hoping for a condi-
tional approval from the Trans-
port Ministry for the LRT pro-
ject.

He had told a radio interview
on BFM 89.9 The Business Ra-
dio Station on Feb 28 that the
PTMP projects were to prepare
Penang beyond 2050.

Chow said the final cost of the
entire PTMP project has not been
finalised and could not be deter-
mined at this juncture.

“We are unable to finalise the
cost of the entire PTMP project
unless we obtain the required
approvals or conditional approv-
als; and are able to move forward
to get the actual costs when we
tender out the work compo-
nents,” he said.
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Jagdeep (fourth from left), Azrul Mahathir (second from left), Kumaresan (left) and representatives from
the state agencies and Pinang Emas taking a group photo after the press conference.

State to continue helping housing
schemes that need restoration

THE Penang government has
spent over RM200 million to date
to maintain public and private
housing schemes.

Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh said the state, via the Pen-
ang Maximum 80% Housing
Maintenance Fund (TPMSOPP),
has spent RM32 million to assist
private housing schemes in main-
taining their facilities since 2013.

“We have received 217 appli-
cations involving 370 projects
since 2013. We will continue to
assist those private housing
schemes that cannot afford to

maintain their facilities, via the
TPMS&OPP.

“The projects include lift up-
grades, replacement of water
tanks, roof repairs and so on.

“The Penang government has
also spent about RM175 million
from a different fund to help
maintain public housing schemes
since 2008.

“We have 50 public housing
schemes in Penang.

“If we add up the costs, we have
spent over RM200 million to date
to maintain public and private hous-
ing schemes in the state,” he told a
press conference at the Pinang Emas
low-cost flats on April 4.

Jagdeep, together with Bayan
Lepas assemblyman Azrul Ma-
hathir Aziz and Batu Uban as-
semblyman A. Kumaresan visited
Pinang Emas low-cost flat after
the lift upgrading works were
completed in February this year.

The Joint Management Body
(JMB) of the flats had earlier ap-
plied to the state to repair two
lifts, which was subsequently
approved.

Jagdeep said 80% of the
RM69,916 repair cost was borne
by TPMS80PP, while the remain-
ing was borne by Tanjong Bungah
assemblyman Zairil Khir Johari’s
allocation.

Penang punching above its weight as a developed state

IF Penang is a country, it has al-
ready achieved the status of a de-
veloped nation, investPenang direc-
tor Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon says.

Lee said the state’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP) in 2017 was
RM77.64 billion, which was equiv-
alent to 6.6% of the national GDP
that year.

“We are punching above our
weight as a state.

“Look at our GDP per capita in
2017. We have achieved RM49,873.

“According to the Worlsd Bank
in 2017, to achieve the status of a
developed nation, the country needs
to have a GDP per capita of USD
12,000. At today’s exchange rate,
we are looking at RM48,000 per
capita.

“So technically, according to the
World Bank’s definition, we are a
‘developed nation’ if Penang is a

country.

“As anation we are not there yet,
but Penang has already achieved
it,” Lee said in his speech during
the opening ceremony of the “In-
spiring Future Leaders Confer-
ence” on March 30.

Lee said the state intends to grow
the tourism industry.

“We have about four million
tourists visiting Penang yearly. We
hope to grow this further.

“Medical tourism is also an
important industry. We have ap-
proximately 400,000 visitors who
come to Penang to seek medical
care annually; an amount which is
about 70% of the total number of
‘medical tourists’ who visit Malay-
sia.

“Generally, the medical tourism
industry creates many opportunities
in terms of logistics, accommoda-
tion and services for all of us to
grab,” he said.

Chow (second from left), Chong Eng (left) and Cin (third from left)

looking at some interesting attractions at one of the exhibition booths.

Lee said the state’s estimated
medical tourism revenue in 2017
was RM550 million, or 42.3% of
Malaysia’s estimated medical tour-
ism revenue of the same year.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow gave his keynote

address on “Penang2030 — Our
Challenge”.

“As the Chief Minister, I want
the people to have better income,
better livelihood.

“I want to see a change in Pen-
ang—a livable and sustainable state,

a happy society with job opportuni-
ties, and better infrastructure.

“That would be my main moti-
vation during my tenure as the
Chief Minister of Penang.

“To achieve that, I launched the
Penang2030 vision.

“I believe that in this digital era,
things can be transformed easily if
we have the right formula,” he said.

State Women and Family Devel-
opment, Gender Inclusiveness and
Non-Islamic Religious Affairs
Committee chairman Chong Eng
hoped that the conference would
inspire more women to step into the
business world to build the nation’s
economy.

Also present were PWCC presi-
dent and organising chairman Da-
tuk Annie Chin and Penang Wom-
en’s Development Corporation
chief executive officer Ong Bee
Leng.



Pix by Chan Kok Kuan &
J. Kirrthana

WITH limited water resources,
all Penang consumers have been
urged to develop the habit of
saving water to save money and
avoid water rationing.

One of Penang Water Supply
Corporation’s (PBAPP) missions
is to continue to supply water to
as many Penang residents as pos-
sible every day, especially the
lower income group.

Water levels at the Air Itam
Dam and Teluk Bahang Dam are
declining. The Air Itam Dam,
which serves the Air Itam town-
ship and Paya Terubong valley
and surrounding areas, has suf-
ficient water to meet the needs of
residents for another 48 days
from March 25.

The authorities are consider-
ing cloud seeding if the effective
level of the Air Itam Dam falls
below 40%.

Penang draws 80% of its raw
water from Sungai Muda which
flows down from its northern
neighbour Kedah. As it is now,
the level of Sungai Muda has
fallen below the alert level of
2m.

Sometimes, Kedah releases
water into Sungai Muda from the
Muda Dam and Beris Dam to
meet the demands of both Kedah
and Penang.

With the uncertainty of wheth-
er the situation will improve,
Buletin Mutiara spoke to some
Penang residents for their take
on the water issue.

Below are their views:

Ting Tong Mew, 73, retired oil
palm worker:

“If a person is prudent, he will
always save water but if he a
waster, he will continue to waste
water. It’s very difficult to change
a person’s attitude.

“My family recycles used
water from the bathroom to flush
the toilet. When you see a tap
running non-stop in coffee shops,
it is a sheer waste.

“Our water bill comes to about

RM11 every two months. We’ve
only three persons living in the
apartment. If the water tariff is
raised a bit, I feel it’s okay. But
not too high, or else people will
not have good words for the state
government.”

i ST

Mazurah Pawanchi, 51, coffee
stall operator in Komtar:

“We tried using paper cups to
serve our customers, but they did not
like them. Besides being convenient
to us, we would have saved some
water without having to wash the
cups.

“For two months’ water usage, |
pay below RM40 for my household
and below RM 100 for my business.
I don’t really know whether it’s a
good idea for a water tariff hike. I
just follow the majority.”

B. Jeyanthi, 46, cleaner:

“I’ve seen water flowing free-
ly out of burst pipes outside my
apartment. Burst pipes must be
repaired as quickly as possible.

“As | stay alone at the Green
Garden Apartment (Paya Ter-
ubong), I pay only RMS5 for two
months’ of water usage.”

Abdul Jalil Mat Rejab, 56, retired
soldier:

APRIL 16 —30, 2019

Rain, rain, don’t go away

“MBPP (Penang Island City
Council) must ensure that under-
ground pipes don’t leak after the
upgrading of monsoon drains, espe-
cially at construction sites.

“Once the drains are sealed by
the contractor, you cannot see the
water leaking from the underground
pipes. That will be a terrible loss.

“Car wash needs to be cut down
probably to once a week, or amonth,
to prevent water rationing,

“At this period of time, I’'m not
in favour of an increase in water
tariff.”

Fatin Ayuni, 31, Rapid Penang
auxiliary constable:

“To save water, the govern-
ment should give a water barrel
each to every household. They
can store rainwater. Through this
method, users will appreciate
water and use it at the right time.”

Haniza Adzmi, 37, contractor in
Penang island:

“Water is very important.
However, during this hot weather,
it’s hard to save water but we have
no choice if we want to have ad-
equate supply for everyone.

“The government’s intention
to raise water tariff will make the
people use water prudently. It will
also make people realise the im-
portance of water.”

Gurmandev Singh, 27, special
officer:

“We should try to reduce our
daily water usage. For example,
we don’t have to wash the car
often and we can use rainwater
instead.

“We must start practising how to
save water, like turning off the tap
while brushing our teeth, or using
the washing machine only when
there is a full load of clothes.

“The government should have
more programmes to educate people
on the importance of water usage
and I think many people are not re-
ally aware of how serious the issue
i8.”

T. Navainthran, 52, taxi driver:

“Watering plants is not necessary.
Instead of using tap water, use rain-
water. My neighbour spends about
one to two hours doing so and I feel
that is wasteful.

“No problem with the quality of
water in Penang, It is very good.

“The water situation in Penang is
getting worse. The government must
do something to create awareness
among the public on the importance
of water.”

Sim Zhi Qi, 21, Wawasan Open
University College student:

“The government can limit water
usage. If it costs about RM200-
RM300 for the community centre,
they should be charged extra for the

water usage. This will absolutely
reduce unnecessary water usage
among the public.

“One way to save water is to
close the tap when brushing the
teeth. It will save a lot of water.”

Nur Izyan Zulkifli, 23, student:
“Use water when it is needed
only. The government should
have alternative ways, like giv-
ing out water barrels to the pub-
lic to store rainwater. Indeed,
they should also be doing some
early preparation to avoid any
drastic measures being taken.”

FREE BREAST ULTRASOUND

THE free breast ultrasound programme ends in June. It is
on a first come, first served basis. Malaysian women aged 30
to 70 are encouraged to participate. For more information
and appointments, contact 04- 8923808/customer service@

mountmiriam.com

CHARITY FAIR

IN aid of the “Hospice Home Programme” of the Penang Hospice
Society, a charity food and fun fair will be held on April 28 from
9am to 2pm at St. Anne’s Hall, Bukit Mertajam, Penang. For
enquiries, call 04-5374140/04-2284140.

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION

GET your website questions answered when you attend
Redbox Studio’s free Tech Tuesday sessions every Tuesday at
Complex USM. For details call Krista at 016-4519193.

WCC SERVICES

THE Women’s Centre for Change (WCC) at 241, Jalan Burma
provides free confidential services such as counselling and
legal advice to women in crisis. For details, email wcc@
wcepenang.org or call 04- 2280342.

ENGLISH CLASS

BRITISH Council is now organising a part-time English
course for adults who want greater flexibility in learning
English. For details, call 04-2630330 or email penang@

britishcouncil.org.my
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Primary school
ooes fully digital

Story by K.Thaarshenii
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

A PRIMARY school in Bukit
Mertajam has fully adopted
digital learning and teaching,
thanks to YTL Foundation and
Bukit Mertajam MP Steven
Sim.

The school, SK Stowell, is
equipped with 18 projectors in
all its classrooms.

It is also equipped with a Frog
Classroom — a unique 21st cen-
tury learning space, designed to
enable the use of technology,
creativity, critical thinking and
other components in education.

The “makeover” and equip-
ment were funded by YTL Foun-
dation and allocation from Sim.

Teachers now teach their stu-

dents using the Frog Virtual
Learning Environment (VLE) in
classrooms, while the students
can complete their homework
and do their revision in a fun
way via FrogPlay.

Sim said he was proud that
SK Stowell was adopting the
technology of 21st century edu-
cation

“I believe that with this digi-
tal technology platform, the
burden on teachers would be
reduced,” Sim said during the
opening ceremony of the Frog
Classroom at SK Stowell on
March 21.

SK Stowell headmaster Jamil
Omar said students were paying
more attention in class when
teaching was conducted using
Frog VLE.

“This platform also improves

Going extra mile for HER2-
positive breast cancer patients

TO assist those HER2-positive
breast cancer patients, Mount Miri-
am Cancer Hospital and Roche
Malaysia jointly launched an initia-
tive to reduce cost of treatment for
the low-income group.

Roche Malaysia will supply 180
vials of targeted therapy while
Mount Miriam has pledged RM1
million from its Needy Cancer Pa-
tient Fund to assist the group of
cancer patients under the pro-
gramme, known as Mount Miriam-
Roche Cares Programme,

This type of HER2-positive
breast cancer is one that promotes
the growth of cancer cells.

Speaking on the hospital’s com-
mitment towards this programme,
its chief executive officer (CEO)
Joan Lim-Choong explained that
eligible patients for this type of
cancer are entitled to the therapy at
a subsidised price of only RM2,100
per cycle.

This is in stark contrast to the
RMS,900 for a standard treatment,
thus enabling patients to make sub-
stantial savings of up to 75% per
cycle.

The standard treatment requires
up to 18 cycles.

“It will take almost a year to
complete the full cycle,” she said
after attending the launching of the
programme at Mount Miriam Can-

cer Hospital in Tanjung Bungah on
March 28.

Roche Malaysia business unit
director Vinod Narayanan wel-
comed the engagement activities
with the hospital to expand acces-
sibility to patients.

This welfare fund could see both
sides providing cancer patients with
targeted medicine at a lower cost,
according to Vinod.

“We also have plans to expand
this plan to other therapeutic areas,”
he added.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who was present to launch the pro-
gramme, also shared similar views
as this would enable the state gov-
ernment to effectively allocate re-
sources to meet people’s healthcare
needs.

“Such financial assistance can
reduce patients’ and families’ men-
tal stress while undergoing treat-
ment,” he said.

This 12-month programme,
starting from March 1, 2019 to Feb
29,2020, is open to 20 new HER2-
positive breast cancer patients on a
first come, first served basis.

Those interested can apply to the
hospital’s Medical Social Welfare
Department, while the eligibility
assessment will be done in accord-
ance with the Needy Cancer Patient
Fund policy.

their (students) confidence to be
more interactive,” Jamil said.

Sim, Jamil and other teachers
also visited the classrooms to
witness how teaching was con-
ducted.

Schools can apply to have a
Frog Classroom in their schools.

However, the selection is
based on criteria.

Visit http://www.frogclass-
room.com for more details.

For these students learning is more fun with the Frog VLE technology.
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Inspiring leaderssises
above setbacks:

says CM

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE day-long “Inspiring Fu-
ture Leaders Conference”,
which was held on March 30,

saw some 400 participants, who
included prominent speakers
from Penang as well as abroad,
attending.

During the concluding din-
ner, Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow hoped the conference

e o IaTGrou pIpICtare miththeldignitaries|present at theldinner)

would have brought about fruit-
ful sharing and learning among
the participants.

“I applaud the distinguished

PROGRAM JAMINAN KESELAMATAN
l.'IAY'AN.I'\N

PREMIS PEMPROSESAN

speakers of the Inspiring Future
Leaders Conference for your

PENGIKTIRAFAN
MY

willingness to share your knowl-
edge and experiences as well as
to inspire our future leaders.

“I hope the networking done
throughout the day and also now
at the dinner will bring about
business opportunities for the
Penang Women Chamber of
Commerce (PWCC) members.

“I also believe that among
the esteemed participants, there
were investors and after listen-
ing to those inspiring speeches
at the conference, they will be
interested to come back and
invest in Penang,” said Chow
in his speech.

The Chief Minister also
stated that leadership skill is
something that gets sharpened
with age and with the ability to

FENSIJILAN

rise above challenges without
giving in to stress or mental
strain easily.

“The ultimate test for any
leader when faced with set-
backs is to be able to effec-
tively assess the overall sce-
nario with an insight into the
possible solutions and their
consequences.

“Given the right ‘ingredi-
ents’ for one to mature in terms
of his or her leadership skills,
aspiring leaders will not only
be inspired but will achieve
greatness in whatever they do,”
added Chow.

Organising chairman Datuk
Annie Chin, who is also the
PWCC president, said that exco
member for Women and Family
Development, Gender Inclu-
siveness and Non-Islamic Reli-
gious Affairs cum PWCC ad-
viser Chong Eng is an exem-
plary leader and their pillar of
strength.

PENGEDARAN DAN PENGANGKUTAN

Animal Kingdom display
extended to mainland
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PENANG mainlanders can
take amazing photos of the
jaw-dropping animal topiar-
ies at the “Animal Kingdom
in the City” display at Data-
ran Pemuda Merdeka in But-
terworth.

The event began on April
9 and will be held until April
21.

Tourism Development,
Heritage, Culture and Arts
Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin said the exhibition
at the Esplanade has been
extended to April 7 to give
the public more time to enjoy
the display after it was sched-
uled to end on March 31.

“After the exhibition at the

Esplanade ended on April 7,
we moved it to Dataran Pe-
muda Merdeka in Butter-
worth,” he told a press con-
ference in Komtar on March
29.

The event is one of the 15
programmes held in conjunc-
tion with the Penang Arts
Week celebration.

Yeoh said the exhibition at
the Esplanade garnered much
attention.

He added that entrance to
the exhibition in Butterworth
is free.

“The exhibition will spur
the interest of aspiring artists
on the island and mainland,”
he said.
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PIFF 2019, more than just about food

Story by J. Kirrthana
Pix by Chan Kok Kuan

THE Penang International Food
Festival (PIFF) 2019 is back for the
third time and it is more than just
about food.

Slated to be held from April 13
to 28, Penang Tourism Develop-
ment, Heritage, Culture and Arts
Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin said the annual festival is to
promote the state as the culinary
capital of Malaysia and a food
paradise of Asia.

“We’ll have three major events,
namely Street Food Festival, Taste
of Penang and Penang Seafood
Galore. There will be other mini
festivals, food trails, dining experi-
ences, a sharing session and com-
petitions,” Yeoh told a press confer-
ence in Komtar on March 26.

“Food lovers can take a deeper
dive into Penang’s culinary land-
scape through two food walks and
three dining experiences. These are
ticketed events.

“The food walks provide visi-
tors with an immersive food adven-

gy

Yeoh (fifth from left) and other stakeholders involved in the running of the Penang International Food

Festival 2019.

ture by discovering the history of
food and local culture in places that
locals would recommend.

“They get to discover the unique
history of Penang as they taste its
food, walk among the buildings,
and listen to fascinating stories as
they explore Pulau Tikus Market
in the island and Raja Uda Apollo
Market over in the mainland.

“For the three dining experi-
ence, they are anything but ordi-
nary. From witnessing a story come
alive through food and dance,
dining aboard the iconic ferry amid
a stunning backdrop of the sun

setting on the horizon and to learn-
ing from the master in an exquisite
wine pairing retreat.

“I believe that food tour is a
creative way of connecting people
to each other and the food in local
neighbourhood while the unique
dining experience is a great chance
for visitors to experience Penang
from a brand.”

Also present at the press confer-
ence were Penang Global Tourism
chief executive officer Ooi Chok
Yan, TLM Event managing direc-
tor Jack Wong, Rain Garden man-
ager Sean Ho, Rasa Sayang Resort

& Spa Penang assistant outlet
manager Ahmad Al-Afiz, Rapid
Ferry Penang head Osmah Amir
and business development officer
Siti Nor Zamzafila.

Ooi said the whole purpose of
the event was to let the tourists and
locals experience the beauty of
Penang food.

“It will be a good experience
for the tourists to know more
about Penang and experience the
variety of choices of food here,”
he said.

Formore details, visit www.piff.
com.my or follow on Facebook at

Penang International Food Festival.

For ticketing registration, con-

tact service centre at 04-8888888

SOME PIFF HIGHLIGHTS
Penang Mainland Food Walk
Date: April 22

Time: 8am — 10am

Venue: Raja Uda Apollo Market

Penang Island Food Walk
Date: April 23

Time: 8am — 10am

Venue: Pulau Tikus Market

Rhythmic Dining

Date: April 24

Time: 7pm — 9pm

Venue: Rain Garden Restaurant

Ferry Feasting

Date: April 25

Time: 6pm — 9pm

Venue: Penang Ferry Terminal

A Wine Retreat
Date: April 26

Time: 7pm — 9pm
Venue: Feringgi Grill

LR N 5 N

—
-

& A .

* Hakmilik kekal

* ‘Low density’
- 99 unit
* Dijangka siap
W -okhirtahun 2019

7

SCOTS PAVILION

*EMA N

3TLAME F A D &

Projek eksklusif terbaru daripada M SUMMIT GROUP

Tempat rekreasi

//. ‘
e o

8 Lokar digital A % p
& Menara letak kerela automatik
I
L — ¥ Yy & 3 v
4 : g i ﬁ ,J;;WIM
: e
e Unit Pameran (i, ﬁf“l? Pinand
1 F sedia dikunjungi o Lalan Yoy o,
¥ ‘I,' Untuk ternjanfi, sito hubungs 4| wﬁ?".'":‘m = Ferama
w @ 012-299 3191 /012-4335395. “j'
||I. Letak kenderoan anda df Maybank Green Lane ¥ \ i mm - e
\ (5.4042° N, 100.3033° £ i ; :
S as don onda ekan dibowa ke topok projek Ko, h* 2 <K SAINT O M "’F
* ' ) --_._.!’ = Rkt i o EARL % SHEX
e == [T o Z, sk@ MASHOOR
w T, snangwy | B j
¢ o
jid Megerl @ -
mﬂu Finang | e ;
GL SEMESTA CORPORATION SDN. BHD. (441707-P) - SENANG
Menara M Summit, Level 21, 191-21-1, Jalan Magazine, 10300 Penang, Malaysia. Wireh FREE
@ 012-2993191 /012-4335395 I www.facebook.com/msummitgroup ridge | SCHOOL

M SUIMMIT

GRLILIT

‘Mo Leson Pemaju: 12358-207-201 2/04T0LY «Tempoh Sahe | LA 2017 - 1000773009+ Mo, Permit iklan dan Jualan; 1 3958-2(07-201 9047607} - Temnpoh Sah: 110072007 - 100872019 -Tnil;.h Dijanghka Skap: Mac 2020
» Pelan Bangunan Diluluskan ofeh: Majils Bandararaya Fulaa Paaeng - Mo, Rujokan: MEPP/OSCPESTASN T « Jumiah Unkt: 95 - Jends unit: A - ) « Hanga Jualan: AMS00U000 (Mo, Rb42 Juts Sk

Serryse Lskaran dan gambar dislam hﬁﬁﬂﬁ‘j ialah Hustrasi pebuli semata-mata, Pihak penaju berhik membuat perubahan peds mana-mana bahagian bangunan sebelum ia disiap dbina segert vang diarahkan staeo diluluskan oleh pikak berkuasa
Sy pelon, maklamad din speisifikash adalah tertakluk pada perubahan dan tidak bedoh dranggap scbagal sebahagian danpada tawaran atau persembahan kontrak,




New chapter for:

Wan Wah

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Alissala Thian

FORMER national doubles
shuttler Lee Wan Wah is entering
uncharted waters as the national
junior coach of the Nippon Bad-
minton Association (NBA). But
he strongly believes this will be
the beginning of more good
things to come.

After having represented the
country for about 15 years and
done some club level coaching,
Wan Wah decided to give it a go
when a call came from NBA
head coach Park Joo-bong. He
accepted a one-year contract,
beginning April 1.

“For me, it’s a big challenge.
I have never been a coach at the
national level,” Wan Wah said
during an Astro Kem Badminton
at the Penang Badminton Asso-
ciation Hall recently.

“The Japanese BA set-up is
different. Even if you are a na-
tional player, you have to go
through a selection process. No
automatic spot. It’s more merit-
based. In Japan, even though if
you are not selected this year,
you can come back next year and
you might get selected again.

“I think this is a good idea
because players tend to have
some good results and some bad
ones. So, the players selected to
represent Japan are their best for

that moment.”

Wan Wah is also well aware
of the different culture in Japan.
He relishes working with Joo-
bong, a South Korean whose
culture is in some ways similar
to that of the Japanese when it
comes to striving for sports ex-
cellence.

“I have known Joo-bong since
1999 when he became my coach.
He was then Malaysia’s national
doubles chief coach. He is my
idol. He is a legend. When he
was here (in Malaysia), [ was so
happy.

“The first thing he impacted
me is his self-discipline. Even
for the Japanese players now, if
the coach does not tell you to
drink, you cannot drink.

“When Malaysian players are
tired, we tend to take a break to
sip water. But Japanese players
have to wait (for the coach’s
green light). When [ was young,
I could not fathom why they
were not allowed to drink despite
being tired. I thought that was
too harsh.

“But as I grow more mature,
I began to see the reason behind
it. The Japanese coach wants to
toughen up the player mentally.

“Sometimes, when you are in
a match and the umpire does not
allow you to go out, you still
have to play on. This is one of
the good things we need to learn
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(from the Japanese). If it works,
why not?”

Wan Wabh said another differ-
ence between Japanese players
and Malaysian players is their
approach to their coaches at the
end of their matches.

“Every time when Japanese
players finish their match, they
go to their coach, who will tell
them about their performances.
Malaysian players won’t look for
their coach, the coaches have to
look for the players.

“Malaysian coaches will fol-
low their players to their warm
down and have a pep talk. Our
system is very different. But this
does not mean disrespect to the
coaches. Our culture is just dif-
ferent.”

Wan Wah has had a taste of
the Japanese lifestyle before. He
represented Tricky Panda Bad-
minton Club in the Japanese
Badminton League for five years
from 2008 to 2012.

Wan Wah left BAM after
competing in the 2008 Beijing
Olympics and then became a
professional independent player
for three years before setting up
the Pioneer Badminton Academy
with Wong Choong Hann, the
current BAM coaching director,
Chan Chong Ming and Chew
Choon Eng.

The quartet are now the head
coaches of the Astro Kem Bad-
minton. For Wan Wah, the expe-
rience in coaching at club level
and also conducting coaching
clinics will put him in good
stead.

Wan Wah: It’s a big
challenge to handle the
Japan national junior
players

“Everything starts from the
grassroots. We’ve been asking
who the next Lee Chong Wei is.
I believe the Astro Kem Badmin-
ton is a success. A very high
percentage of our selected kids
go on to Bukit Jalil Sports School
while some get selected to the
Singapore Sports School,” said
Wan Wah.

At the Astro Kem Badminton
in Penang on March 23-24, over
300 attended selection trials for
10 to 12 years old and 80 regis-
tered for the coaching clinic for
seven to nine years’ old.

Wan Wah and his team of
coaches, including Penang-
based coaches like Ng Kam Fook
and Lim Theam Teow, selected
the players based on their basic
skills, court movements, attitude
and game play.

The badminton camp had
moved to its second stop at Kota
Baru (March 29) and would
proceed to Johor Baru (April 5),
Kuala Lumpur (April 13), Kota
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Kinabalu (April 20) and Kuching
(April 27).

The final 30 selected would
undergo a two-week training
programme under professionals
either in Malaysia or overseas
this year.

Past selected players were
given the golden opportunity to
train at Li Yongbo Badminton
Academy in China or the Nippon
Badminton Association national
training centre in Tokyo.

Over 15,000 boys and girls
have participated in the pro-
gramme since its inception in
2012. Run by Astro Kasih Foun-
dation, Astro’s corporate social
responsibility arm, it is aimed at
unearthing talents and develop-
ing them into future champions.

When that happens, Wan Wah
and company will surely be
among those who feel fulfilled
and proud.

It is not an easy career deci-
sion to make for Wan Wah, who
has two sons, aged 13 and 11. His
wife is a sales manager of a
pharmaceutical company.

Wan Wabh follows in the foot-
steps of former Malaysian shut-
tlers Jeremy Gan, who was Ja-
pan’s mixed doubles coach last
year. They are now joined by Tan
Kim Her, who recently stepped
down as India’s national doubles
coach, to take up the post of Ja-
pan’s national doubles coach.

Will this “migration” of for-
mer Malaysian stars to Japan
further enhance the country’s
emergence as a badminton pow-
erhouse?

Japan won the coveted Thom-
as Cup in 2014 and Kento Mo-
mota took the All-England title
in March this year.
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Mixed reaction to Kulim airport proposal

THE announcement by Economic
Affairs Minister Datuk Seri Mo-
hamed Azmin Ali on approval of
RML1.6 billion allocation for the
construction of the Kulim Interna-
tional Airport (LTAK) has drawn
mixed reactions from the public.

KXP Airport City Holdings Sdn
Bhd has been set up to plan, coor-
dinate and manage the develop-
ment of the airport.

Kedah Mentri Besar Datuk Seri
Mukhriz Mahathir said parties in-
terested in developing LTAK could
contact or hand in their proposals
to KXP Airport City office at
Wisma PKNK in Alor Setar.

The proposed Kulim Interna-
tional Airport will be funded en-
tirely by the private sector.

In a recent press conference,
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
called on the federal government to
carry out a feasibility study on the
planned Kulim International Air-
port.

He wants the study to find out
the impact of the new airport, in-
cluding its effect in the long run in
Penang’s economy.

Buletin Mutiara spoke to sev-
eral travellers for their opinion on
the Kulim airport proposal.

Shamini Chandrasegaran, 32,
Penang (quality control specialist,
DHL Singapore):

“T agree that having an airport in
Kulim, Kedah, is another develop-
ment project for the state.

“However, I feel that Penang
would be sidelined if a new airport
comes to Kulim. Under such cir-
cumstance, it will have a huge
impact on Penang’s industries since
they have been the catalyst for
growth in Penang.

“For Penang, I'm strongly look-
ing forward to the expansion and
development plans for its existing
Penang International Airport.

“The current location of the
Penang International Airport in
Bayan Lepas is very strategic.”

Shere Tan, 29, operations man-
ager in Kuala Lumpur:
“Do we need another one?
“I’m not in favour of the devel-

opment of the Kulim International
Airport, but it does have the pros
for the industries over there. It can
attract more investments for them.
“If the proposed airport is real-
ised, it will be convenient for Ke-
dahans. They do not need to drive
across the bridge or use the ferry to
come to Penang for their flights.”

Abdul Jalil Abdul Rahman, 60,
pensioner from Bagan Luar:

“If you want to build an airport
in Kulim, it involves a wide area of
land. T hope it will not affect the
residents there.

“The federal government should
conduct a feasibility study so that
every important aspect is taken into
account.

“Putrajaya can come up with any
development in our country, wheth-
er it is airport or anything, but it
should enhance the economic
growth and safeguard the people’s
welfare as a whole.”

Muhammad Limran Zainal
Abidin, 36, online marketing man-
ager:

“As long as the Kulim Interna-
tional Airport does not affect the
economic interests of Penangites,
the federal project should be wel-
comed by all parties.

“Economic growth will cer-
tainly happen when there is federal
support for the project in Kulim. I
believe Kedah’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) will increase with
the RM1.6 billion approval for the
project.

“It can help spur the state’s eco-
nomic growth, attract more inves-
tors to Malaysia and create more
job opportunities.

“However, I believe that this
project should not affect the overall
economic interest in the northern
Peninsular Malaysia, especially
Penang.”

Nurul Ashikin Saad, 29, private
sector staff:.

“I usually fly to Penang for
various reasons. The island, espe-
cially is blessed with many interest-
ing tourist places, like Penang Hill,
George Town World Heritage Site
and others.

“You can visit numerous places
in Penang. It’s no wonder that Pen-

ang tourism plays a huge role in its
economy.

“But I don’t know how viable it
is for Kulim International Airport
to draw local and international
visitors.”

Ng, 32, analyst:

“To propose a new airport in
Kulim industrial area is a good
development. However, I think it
would be better to consider upgrad-
ing the Penang International Airport
first.

“A newly-upgraded Penang
airport would benefit the commu-

nity, after all the distance from
Penang to Kulim is not that far. It
is less than 50km.”
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Stop work at Macallumﬂ" Tt

THE excavation and land reclamation works
at the Macallum seafront area in George
Town are related to the third Penang Subma-
rine Pipeline Project, and not sand mining.

Penang Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP) chief executive officer Datuk Jaseni
Maidinsa brushed aside online reports that the
Marine Police had immediately stopped “sand
mining works” at Weld Quay or Jelutong.

While admitting that the works at the
project had stopped since March 30, he said
Wira Syukur (M) Sdn Bhd (WSSB), the
contractor for the project, did so on a “volun-
tary” basis.

“PBAPP (the project owner) and WSSB
have not received any official stop work order
from any authority,” Jaseni told a press con-
ference at Komtar on April 1. With him was
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Jaseni said it was PBAPP which instruct-
ed WSSB to voluntarily stop all excavation
and land reclamation works until WSSB
obtains the permit from the Penang State
Lands and Mines Office (PTG).

This came about after WSSB informed
PBAPP that they received a letter from PTG
dated March 29, 2019, notifying them to ap-
ply for a “Permit 4B for the Removal of Sea

Sand from Penang.”

On Dec 18, 2012, the state Department of
Environment (DoE) issued a conditional ap-
proval for the “Design and Construction of
Submarine Pipelines from Butterworth to
Penang”.

“PBAPP is investing RM125 million in
the project to deliver an additional 315 million
litres of water per day (MLD) to the island.
It is for the benefit of the state of Penang and
its people, in view of growing water demand,”
Jaseni added.

He said Phases One and Two of the project,
with regard to the laying of new pipelines on
land in Butterworth and Penang, have been
completed.

Phase Three involves the laying of twin
1,200mm undersea pipelines across a 3.2km
stretch of the channel between Butterworth
and Penang.

“Seabed excavation works are necessary
to dig a 3.2km trench across the channel to
“encase” the twin submarine pipelines below
the seabed. This measure will protect the
pipelines and prevent the pipelines from float-
ing upwards.

“It is not possible to properly lay 3.2km of
1,200mm twin submarine pipelines in the sea

|

i

without stirring up sand or disturbing the
seabed.

“The key is to manage the environmental
impact and minimise adverse effects.”

This is Penang’s third submarine pipeline
project. Two other submarine pipelines (that
are in operation today) have been success-
fully laid across the same channel, using the
same method, without incurring widespread
environmental damage in 1973 and 1995
respectively.

Jaseni explained that part of the excavated
material would be used to reclaim land at the
Macallum seafront. This reclaimed land will
house the landing point of the pipelines onto

Aerial view of the third
Penang Submarine
Pipeline Project at
Macallum seafront
worksite.

the island, as well as an operation base for the
project after it is commissioned.

“When the pipe laying works are com-
pleted, the reclaimed land will be surrendered
to the Penang State Government. In other
words, all the land reclaimed for this project
will eventually become state-owned land.

“The remainder of the excavated material
will be disposed at a sea-fill site approved by
DoE and the Northern Region Marine Depart-
ment.

“So, this is not a sand mining project. It is
a public service water supply management
project that has been approved by the Penang
State Government.”
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Story by K.Thaarshenii

ART enthusiasts had a fabulous
time in March when the inaugural
Penang Arts Week kicked off with
numerous exhibitions around Pen-
ang.

Held at various places from
March 24 to 31, the Penang Arts
Week brought together a showcase
of works by well-known as well as
aspiring artists.

“We want to encourage poten-
tial art buyers to support our tal-
ented artists. I hope every Penan-
gite takes pride in Penang, experi-
ence and learn the value of our
culture and arts so that everyone
can be the ambassador for Penang
tourism,” said Tourism Develop-
ment, Arts, Culture and Heritage
Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin.

He was speaking at the official

opening of the “Wind in One’s Sail
Arts Exhibition” organised by
Yeoh Chye Art Studio and “Paint
Your City — Your Vision” art com-
petition organised by Penang Art
District at Gurney Plaza on March
24.

Forty paintings were featured by
Yeow Chye himself and his stu-
dents.

The art studio in Air Itam is
named after the owner, Cheng
Yeow Chye.

He has participated in many
international exhibitions and won
awards in countries like Czech
Republic, China, Japan and Portu-
gal.

The “Paint Your City — Your
Vision” art competition catered to
children of three age categories,
namely Under-12 (six to 12), Un-
der-15 (13 to 15) and Under-18
(16-18).

These sculptures featured at the art exhibiton during Penang Arts Week were among the many draws
at the event.

Exhibition and public voting
period were held from March 24 to
29 for all categories, with the par-
ticipants encouraged to paint a
creative Penang.

Over at Gurney Paragon Mall,

the “The Diversity of Art”, a joint
exhibition organised by Yeoh’s
office, showcased fine arts by a
Taiwanese artist.

The exhibition, from March 24
to 27, displayed 130 paintings and

sculptures that had also been ex-
hibited in Croatia, Slovenia, Ha-
waii and Chicago.

In Queensbay Mall, a Lee Siang
Wiring Arts Exhibition was held
from March 24 to April 6.

Fun treat for 70 under-
privileged children

MORE than 70 orphans from Da Zhi Jiang Tang
Welfare Association and Shan Children Home
were treated to a theme park visit at The TOP
Penang in Komtar.

Tourism Development, Heritage, Culture and
Arts Committee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin praised
the Lions Club International Community and The
TOP Penang for jointly organising the event with
his office for the less fortunate on March 23.

Yeoh also congratulated the Lions Club Inter-
national Community an d the Hong Kong Centen-
nial Passion Lions Club for the cross-nation
charity project.

“This is a great opportunity for the underprivileged
children to enjoy themselves and have fun,” Yeoh said.

Organising chairman Johnson Leung Chung
Sing said serving the community without border
was part of the corporate social responsibility by
the joint partners.

“The objective of this project is to bring cor-
porate social responsibility to another level and
help the less fortunate by providing warmth, care
and love,” he said.

The TOP Penang, an iconic landmark of the
Pearl of the Orient, offers more than 15 attractions.

It was recently recognised by the Education
Ministry as a strategic partner during the National
Teacher’s Day celebration graced by Education
Minister Dr Maszlee Malik at Top Banquet @The
TOP Penang.

Also present were Penang Metropolitan
Lions Club president Elizabeth Toh, Hong
Kong Centennial Passion Lions Club president
Lam Kit Sing, District Governor 308-B2 Da-
tuk Neo Say Yeow, and Only World Group
Holdings Bhd founder and chief executive
officer Tan Sri Richard Koh.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

%T; 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy

rcmosomz@genang.gov.mz

m 04-383 9131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG
N.01 PENAGA

No Tel/ No Faks

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 -262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

(T

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman (M
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor ]

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

}T% 04 -390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my.

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim

M

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh
novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haiji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37 @gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
tream m

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04-228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad
jmmoham 2@gmail

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04- 3310163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysrregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

M

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

%T; 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaqg

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-5767606

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal. mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI

YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871
norlela.ariffin@gmail F) 04 - 538 4871
N.13 BERAPIT

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

m 013-399 0519
04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

m 04-502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000

04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Program-Program Emas

R

| "

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
nsungaibakapn2 mail.com

M

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lorahim

n2]ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

(M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee

kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

}T% 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid

32seridelima@gmail.com

m 04 -659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

oy,
Y

FEDGRAM PRQGRAM EMAS

PEAGU AN JREETAH

RM1,000

‘ane-aff

BAALERE o= o v
T arestars b pante Ferpslih
BMLID0 unteh palejer BT di

Babuak L Rermrab

PIMA

PG AM WU TRROAOAL |

ma b poluju

Program-Program Emas Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

PELALAR VOILASIDHAL TEMPATAN
b BAAIOD erbini
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MPSP 2019
Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390

A'ziss Zainal Abiddin 017 - 938 9192
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397
Pakianathan

Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2229
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113
Kirupanantha

Johnson a/I 012 - 424 5745
Anthonysamy

Kang Yau Chuang 010 - 829 3904

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
Kewarganegaraan
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai 019 - 457 2271
Tengah
5. Vadi Velan A/L Seberang Perai 011 - 1144 1816
Subramaniam Selatan
Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

Khong Chee Seong

011 -1522 6628

MBPP 2019 .
Nama Telefon
MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818

Kumaran A/L Krishnan

012 - 464 4697

Aidi Akhbal Mohamed Zainon

012 - 464 3004

Marshidaliza Marzuki

011 - 3929 9023

Azahari Aris

016 - 499 2580

Azli Ibrahim

011 - 2432 9007

Dr. Chee Heng Leng

017 - 333 9366

Francis a/l Joseph

012-474 3321

Gerald Mak Mun Keong

Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013 -770 1001
Nasir 013 - 503 3349
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456
Mohamad Nor

Mohamad Akmal Azhar 019 -518 5145
Ong Jing Cheng 012 -758 3779

016 - 445 5709

Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010- 505 5571

Harvindar Singh a/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250
Singh

Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276
Latifah Hussainsa 013 -436 1999

Nurliyana Mohd Ramzi

011 - 3922 4080

Nur Zarina Zakaria

011-1578 5098
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Ong Kean Peng 012-629 1133 !
Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 5100075
Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 463 2787
Shahrudin Mohamed Sharriff 012 - 428 3160
Shung Yin Ni 012 - 413 9246

Tan Hooi Peng

012 - 498 6212

Ooi Yong Wooi 016-421 1196
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-380 7672
Tan Chee Teong 012 -4017718
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101
Tengku Rasidah Tengku 019 - 4731323
Kamarudin

Wong Chee Keet 012-4511312
Zaini Awang 019 -546 3115
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Tan Seng Keat 012-438 6191
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Vino Dini a/p Chandragason 016 - 439 9358
Pitchy

Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121
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Penang2030 a path to next level

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Law Suun Ting

WHEN Chow Kon Yeow took over
as the fifth Chief Minister of Penang,
he had a vision - a vision to bring
Penang to the next level.

“I feel there is a need to have a
vision to guide us - the state gov-
ernment, private sector, commu-
nity and the people - and together,
we bring the state to the next level
in terms of livability,” Chow said
on the TV3 programme “Soal
Rakyat” on April 3.

“Our vision, Penang2030: A
Family-focused Green and Smart
State That Inspires The Nation, has
four themes and the first is to ‘In-
crease livability to enhance quality
of life’.

“We have to ensure that our basic
necessities are complete; and that
cleanliness, housing, green efforts
and so on are sustainable.

“The second theme is to ‘Up-
grade the economy to raise house-
hold incomes’.

“This is an important theme. We
have to do better to increase the
people’s salary,” he said.

Chow said the state government
provides various platforms for the
rakyat to give their views and sug-
gestions on matters concerning
them.

“I feel that civic participation is
important, especially in develop-
ment planning.

“In my opinion, the success rate
of a plan will be higher when we
conduct a stakeholders’ session.

“When the people are given the
chance to express their opinion, the
results will definitely be better,” he
said, explaining the third theme

the approvals by the relevant au-
thorities before we start the project,”
he said when questioned about the
PSR land reclamation project.

Chow said that there were so
many studies needed before approv-
als could be obtained.

“Various studies such as the En-
vironmental Impact Assessment,
Social Impact Assessment, Marine

‘Empower peo- Risk Assessment,
ple to strengthen hydraulic study,
civic participa- A stu dy should and Fisheries Im-
tion’. be conducted on pact Assessment
Chow also whether there is a are needed before
stressed the need approvals can be
winvestinbuilt ~ N€€d currentlyto  obtained,” he
enV‘j\f;mnen; t have the LTAK Sai‘li{- tded that
e need to e added tha
strengthen mo- -CHOW any development

bility, connectiv-

ity and digital infrastructure besides
improving our resilience towards
climate change,” he said.

ON THE PTMP AND PSR

Chow also spoke about the Pen-
ang Transport Master Plan (PTMP)
in general as well as the proposed
Penang South Reclamation (PSR)
project.

“The state government has stated
its commitment to abide by the rules
and regulations when implementing
a project - big or small.

“We will do our best and wait for

project would
have a social and environment im-
pact.

“It is important that we address
the impact with effective mitigation
plans.

“As for the proposed PSR pro-
ject, we have conducted many
stakeholders’ engagement sessions
with the affected community.

“Two Fishermen Information
Centres, each at Permatang Damar
Laut and Gertak Sanggul, have been
set up two to three years ago to
provide information to the public,
especially to the affected fishermen.

“The centres were set up to edu-
cate the public on the PSR project
although the proposed PSR project
has yet to obtain approvals from the
authorities to start land reclama-
tion,” Chow said.

Hereiterated that PTMP is crucial
for the future of Penang.

ON PENANG AIRPORT

On the Penang International
Airport (PIA), Chow said the fed-
eral government should prioritise the
airport expansion as it only has the
capacity to handle up to 6.5 million
passengers per year.

“However, the airport recorded
7.8 million passengers last year.

“It will take two to three years for
the airport to be fully expanded. By
then, we could have recorded 8.5
million passengers.

“PIA has been playing its role as
the main logistics hub in the northern
region,” he said.

Chow said it is the right of every
state to enjoy development.

“The plan to build the Kulim
International Airport (LTAK) must
be looked at holistically.

“A study should be conducted on
whether there is a need currently to
have the LTAK

“We ask for the study to be done
so questions can be answered,” he
added.

Penang
stemming

the tide of
brain drain

THE Penang government recog-
nises outstanding and deserving
Malaysians and helps them to pursue
their undergraduate studies in Ma-
laysia.

The Penang Future Foundation
(PFF), one of the state’s initiatives to
promote Penang as a talent hub, has
awarded 408 scholarships from 2015
t0 2018.

The scholarships would amount
to approximately RM23.3 million if
all recipients successfully graduate
on time.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the foundation was set up to
assist outstanding students in their
tertiary studies in local public and
private universities.

“PFF provides fruitful opportuni-
ties for our future Malaysian leaders.

“We hope to attract, build and
retain human talent in Penang. We
intend to engage industry players and
form strategic partnerships,” he told
a press conference on March 25.

Application for the PFF 2019
scholarship programme will be open
from May 31 to June 20.

Check out the announcements in
Buletin Mutiara, and the Penang
Future Foundation website for more
details.

Women urged to be involved in politics

MORE women should step up
and venture into politics, says
Chong Eng, the state executive
councillor for Women & Family
Development, Gender Inclu-
siveness & Non-Islamic Reli-
gious Affairs.

“You have the power to make
a difference. Seriously, more
women have to come forward,”
Chong Eng said in her speech at
the “Networking of Organisa-
tions for Women (NOW)”” work-
shop on March 23.

“Women can break new
ground. But women always
undervalue their own power and
worth. Actually, they have the
power to negotiate, shape poli-
cies and influence government
decisions.

“We’ve to encourage more
women to challenge themselves
to take up roles in politics be-
cause if they want to see chang-
es in the country, they have first
to be a policy-maker.”

She said only 32 out of 222
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Chong Eng (seated, centre) and Ong (seated, third from left) posing W|th the participants and organising
committee members at the ‘Networking of Organisations of Women’ workshop.

Members of Parliament in the
country are women, which
works out to about 14%, and
only one out of 11 state execu-
tive councillors is a woman.
Chong Eng said the Penang
government, however, has
adopted a new gender inclusive
policy this year with a ratio of
40:40:20, so that there would be

40% women, 40% men and 20%
opened to women and men so
that no one gender dominates
more than 60% of the public
sector.

She added that the state gov-
ernment too would like to see at
least 30% of women appointed
to serve in the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) and Se-

berang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) next round.

On top of that, she said the
state would like every Village
Community Management Coun-
cils (MPKKSs) to comprise at
least 30% women by 2021 or
else the MPKK, without fulfill-
ing that quota, would not be
allowed to function.

In the Global Gender Gap
2018, Chong Eng said Malaysia
was ranked 84 out of 194 coun-
tries with a score of 0.656 in
economic participation and op-
portunity.

Which means that in every 10
male, 6.7 female are given the
opportunity.

The ‘NOW’ workshop, or-
ganised by Chong Eng’s office
with the help of the Penang
Women’s Development Corpo-
ration (PWDC), was attended by
27 representatives from corpo-
rate companies, non-govern-
mental organisations and wom-
en’s rights groups.

PWDC chief executive of-
ficer Ong Bee Leng said the
participants would collaborate
and come out with community
projects that would be impact-
ful.

“We don’t want just talk, but
together we can brainstorm to
carry out projects that can im-
pact society,” Ong said.



Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow
congratulated Berjayapak Sdn Bhd
for its success story as it celebrated
its 35th anniversary dinner recently.

“The road to success is filled
with a lot of challenges and a lot of
obstacles but with persistency,
perseverance, collaboration, unity
and for Lay Peng (Berjayapak chief
executive officer Ooi Lay Peng),
maybe the grace of God, you make
ithappen,” Chow said in his speech
at the event on March 23.

“I am sure many of us can iden-
tify with your story as we were born
into poor families. Our parents
struggled to put food on the table
and ensure we’ve basic education
so that we could embark on our
career in the future.”

Before entering the banquet hall,
Chow took time to view the main
awards won by the company that
were being displayed. Chow said
the family, the team, business as-
sociates and government agencies
had a hand in the company’s suc-
cess.

Chow continued: “You’ve
worked wonders. The company
was recognised in 2017 as one of
the top 100 SME fast-moving com-
panies in Malaysia.

“The company was the recipient
of the prestigious Golden Bull
Award for being an outstanding
SME in Malaysia.

“Last year, Berjayapak was in-
vited to participate in the Global
Wood Packaging Forum in Min-
neapolis USA and was recognised
by the leaders in the global forum
as Malaysia’s market leader in the
wood packaging industry.”

Earlier, Lay Peng had told the
staff members as well as guests how

she and her husband decided to
come back from the United States
to assist her father and founder of
Berjayapak, Ooi Chang Seaw, dur-
ing the company’s hard times in
2015.

She said she was thankful for the
sacrifices made by her father in
sending her to study in the United
States in an era when boys were
more valued in traditional Chinese
families.

She also acknowledged the con-
tributions of the company’s 330
employees, business partners, sup-
pliers and customers.

Also present at the celebration
were Berjayapak founders Ooi
Chang Seaw and Ooi Eng Leng,
Board of Directors John Ooi and
Lee Soon Swee, Penang Port
Commission chairman Jeffrey
Chew, Malaysia Productivity Cor-
poration (MPC) director Dr Maz-
rina Mohamed Ibramsah, MPC
assistant manager Kasturi Devi,
Malaysian Investment Develop-
ment Authority (MIDA) director
Yusni Md Yusop and MIDA depu-
ty director Kartine Gunasaygaran.

The other notable guests were
Malaysia Timber Industry Board
representative Muhar, Malaysia
Wood Industries Association presi-
dent Goh Chee Yew, Penang Fur-
niture and Timber Association
president Henry Kong, Malaysian
Pallet Association president Rich-
ard Tan and Jawi assemblyman
H’ng Mooi Lye.

The celebration was also a
memorable occasion for three em-
ployees who received long-term
service award.

The recipients were senior fi-
nance executive Choong Swee
Leng, packer Abd Hamid (both 20
years) and general manager Eric
Ong Kah Hong (15 years).

Eye on illegal recycling premises

THE Penang government, through
the local councils, is actively moni-
toring recycling premises in the state.

“Enforcement action will be
taken if the operators decide to oper-
ate illegally, without a proper licence.

“(We encourage) operators to
operate legally and abide by environ-
mental guidelines. We can practise
development control such as disal-
lowing the planning permission of
the operator to rezone the land, if we
are not keen on the type of premises
to be operated.

“The problem arises when some
fail to submit any application and
start operating illegally. Hence,
monitoring and enforcement are

necessary,” Chow told a press con-
ference after launching the Business
Events Penang 2018 Annual Review
on March 20.

Chow said state Welfare, Caring
Society and Environment Commit-
tee chairman Phee Boon Poh has
been monitoring the recycling ac-
tivities in Penang.

“He had even taken Housing and
Local Government Minister Zuraida
Kamaruddin to visit a number of
recycling factories in Penang to
understand the situation better,” he
said.

He added that Phee was closely
monitoring the cases of illegal dump-
sites in Penang.
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Fun-filled Purple Challenge at
PPR Ampangan Seberang J aya

7am, March 31, 2019, be-
fore the sun climbed high, the
grey hazy morning at PPR
Ampangan was already alive
with activities and human
chatter. Staff from PWDC
were hard at work to set up for
the event. In less than an hour,
the venue was flooded with
many curious and excited flat
residents who would find
themselves being treated to a
day of fun and thrilling ac-
tivities.

On that day, a total of 29
teams of 3-4 participants took part
in the Purple Challenge where fam-
ily bonds between family members
and neighbors were fostered and
enhanced as they worked in unison
to overcome various obstacles and
yet learn along the way. As part of
the International Women’s Day
celebration, the games and activities
challenged the social norm that
some games were feminine and
meant to be played by ‘girls only’.
With boys and men participating in
such activities to win the challenge,
the stereotyping of playing ‘Batu
Seremban’ and making handicrafts
from recycled materials, were bro-
ken.

The event was officiated by YB
Chong Eng, Penang EXCO for

Butterworth Art Walk ¢ comes Allve

16 March 2019, saw the sleepy
town of Butterworth take on a
journey back to its heydays with
a celebration of lights, music and
dance, and laughter of families
and friends on its historical streets.
The event that took place was the
‘Purple Carnival’, purple being a
colour that signifies justice and
dignity — the spirit behind the
International Women’s Day cel-
ebration in Penang.

The event organized by the
Municipal Council of Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP),
Penang Women’s Development
Corporation (PWDC), Think City
and Zart Eventive, created a pub-
lic stage for women and girls from
various backgrounds to showcase
their talents. The sharing of work
experience by female bus captains
from Rapid Penang proved that
women are more than capable to

“l play Batu Seremban and | am
not shy to say that” - a male
participant shattering the notion
that the game was meant for
‘girls only’.

Women and Family Development,
Gender Inclusiveness, and Reli-
gions Other Than Islam. Later act-
ing as the promoter for the car boot
sales, YB Chong Eng was able to
draw and enticed the crowd to buy
most of the pre-loved items donated
by the public and PWDC staff. The
women residents from PPR Ampan-
gan were in for a bargain when they
bought household goods and cloth-
ing at heavily discounted prices.
Men on the other hand took the
opportunity to buy goods as gifts to
the women in their life. Among the
VIPs at the event was Puan Ros-
nani Mahmod, Secretary of MPSP,

handle jobs perceived to be mas-
culine and meant for ‘male only’.
Furthermore, representatives
from Penang Deaf Association
(PDA) also seized the opportu-
nity to provide invaluable insight
about the situation and needs of
deaf women in Penang.

Needless to say, the carnival
did not come short of showcasing
a wide array of mouth-watering
food, talent shows, free medical
check-ups, exhibits from NGOs
and governmental agencies - all
of which were significantly con-
tributed by women.

Over 1,000 visitors were at the
Purple Carnival to witness the
transformation of women in the
21st century, from taking only
supporting role “behind every
successful men”, women are now
stepping forward to claim their
space and stand side-by-side with

PWDC staff posmg “Balance For Better” W|th Ong Bee Leng, CEO and Nurfarah Zafirah Foo Abdullah
Director symbolising the theme for International Women’s Day 2019.

who was glad to see the residents
coming together in this event which
was co-organized by MPSP and
PWDC. A perfect ending to the
event was the presentation of Eko
Kraf credentials by the VIPs to the
workshop participants.

Most of the flats residents who
were present that day not only
walked away contented with arms
full of prizes but they also had a
better understanding of gender and
gender inclusiveness.

Family empowerment with family
members working together to
make handicraft from recycled
materials.

7.y

Women to the Fore! “We are no
longer shy to express ourselves
in today’s world” - the message
from women participants at the
Purple Carnival.

men on equal ground — true to the
theme of International Women’s
Day 2019, “Balance for Better”.
A gender-balanced society creates
a better world for all of us.

The VIPs at the Purple Carnival
painting a powerful message
for the audience - “Balance for
Better”.
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Penang to host
WCIT2020

Story by Christopher Tan

AFTER more than 10 years, Malay-
sia has once again been chosen to host
the World Congress on Information
Technology (WCIT), and Penang has
been selected as the state to hold the
international congress.

WCIT is a signature event of the
World Information Technology and
Services Alliance (WITSA) since
1978.

Malaysia last hosted WCIT in
Kuala Lumpur in 2008.

Back then, Kuala Lumpur
WCIT2008 secured total sales and
investments worth RM8.3 billion with
more than 20,000 jobs created.

It was reported that 800 business
meetings were held over the same
duration, capturing over RM1.24 bil-
lion in business opportunities for the
Malaysian information and commu-
nications (ICT) technology industry.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the Penang government could not
wait to host WCIT2020.

“To have the WCIT2020 held in
Penang, it would mean that we get to

represent Malaysia at the interna-
tional stage in the field of technology.
This is in line with our goal to achieve
Penang2030.

“Penang2030: A Family-focused
Green and Smart State that Inspires
the Nation is the state’s vision and it
is built on four main thrusts — to in-
crease livability to enhance quality of
life, to upgrade the economy to raise
household incomes, to empower
people to strengthen civic participa-
tion and to invest in the built environ-
ment to improve resilience.

“We are ready to build collabora-
tions and take on challenges in the
advent of technology advancement,”
Chow said during the WCIT2020
media launch in Nexus Bangsar
South, Kuala Lumpur on March 18.

Chow said the state was also work-
ing alongside the National ICT As-
sociation of Malaysia (PIKOM) to
organise an “island-wide technology
festival” in-conjunction with
WCIT2020.

PIKOM chairman Ganesh Kumar
Bangah said PIKOM views the
WCIT as a global platform to show-

case the growing prominence of
Malaysia in information technology
(IT).

“We want WCIT2020 to position
Malaysia as the gateway to Southeast
Asia, connecting the world,” he said.

Communications and Multimedia
Minister Gobind Singh said
WCIT2020 is a timely boost to the
ministry’s campaign and commitment
to promote digital economy and ICT
as the new drivers of development.

“Hosting the WCIT2020 in Ma-
laysia is timely and it provides a good
platform for the country to showcase
its achievements and vision for the
future,” he said.

WCIT2020 will take place from
Sept 13 to 16 next year at Setia SPICE
Convention Centre.

investPenang will be the state’s
lead agency for this international
event.

Also present at the media launch
were investPenang chief executive
officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian and
WITSA chairman Yvonne Chiu.

Visit www.wcit2020.org for more
details.

Rozali presenting the photography award to Ahmad Adil.
MPSP gathering feedback on potential city status

THE Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) is gathering feed-
back from residents living in Se-
berang Perai over the possibility that
the council might be upgraded to
city status.

MPSP president Datuk Rozali
Mohamud said the council would
like to listen to the views of the
people and understand their senti-
ments should the council be given
an “upgrade”.

“The ideas and views can be
shared on MPSP’s Facebook page,”
he said.

“Although no announcement
was made regarding the matter,
Housing and Local Government
Minister Zuraida Kamaruddin had
mentioned it a few times at different
functions.

“Penang Local Government,

Housing, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh had also spoken on the matter.

“Now, the decision lies with the
Cabinet. We have done our part,”
Rozali said after attending a full-
council meeting at the MPSP head-
quarters in Bandar Perda, Bukit
Mertajam, on March 21.

Seberang Perai is the largest
municipality in the country, cover-
ing about 755,000sq km.

Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) received its city council
status four years ago.

Earlier, Rozali presented a con-
solation award to Buletin Mutiara’s
photographer Ahmad Adil Mu-
hamad for winning the consolation
prize in the Butterworth Fringe
Festival (BFF) Photography 2018
competition.
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Bright new look for

L.ebuh Katz back lanes

Pix by Chan Kok Kuan

RESIDENTS of Lebuh Katz
in George Town can look forward
to brighter days as their back
lanes are now being upgraded as
well as lit up by seven newly-
installed LED street lamps.

Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen said the up-
grading of back lanes in George
Town outside the Unesco World
Heritage Site was implemented
by the Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) last year.

Recently, state Local Govern-
ment, Housing, Town and Coun-
try Planning Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh Deo said
under the ‘Repopulation George
Town’ programme, MBPP
planned to upgrade 9km of back
lanes and 10 acres of green
empty spaces in the George Town
Heritage Site in stages over five
years to beautify and maintain
the elements of heritage in the

city.

“If the back lanes are properly
done up and well lit at night, they
can be used as a community
space, a green lung or a parking
space,” Gooi said as he showed
reporters the street lamps that
had been put up at Lebuh Katz
back lanes on March 19.

The cost of the erecting the
seven street lamps over the 200m
stretch of back lanes was
RM41,000.

“Back lanes can also be used
to hold events, like the one
adopted by M Summit where a
food carnival was hosted by the
property developer last year.

“MBPP will also resurface the
Lebuh Katz back lanes. But we
need to coordinate with TNB
(Tenaga Nasional Bhd) or PBA
(Penang Water Supply Corpora-
tion) so that there won’t be a
waste of public funds.”

MBPP councillor Wong Yuee
Harng, who was also present,

said MBPP would consider any
request to upgrade back lanes in
George Town based on two cri-
teria.

The back lane must be con-
nected by two roads and must be
accessed by the public, thus
Wong said a dead end road does
not meet the requirement.

Wong said MBPP had ap-
proved a total of 31 street lamps
for last year and this year for the
island.

Some back lanes had been
upgraded with street lamps in
areas like Lebuh Victoria (six
street lamps), Taman Kampung-
ku in Balik Pulau (five), Jalan
Bagan Jermal behind Mutiara
Villa Condo (four) and Jalan Sir
Ibrahim/Jalan Cantik (two).

The areas where back lanes
have been approved to be up-
graded with street lamps are Ja-
lan Hj Ali (four), Jalan Jelutong
near Caltex (two) and Lebuhraya
Nibong (one).

Gooi (left) and
Wong showing one
of the street lamps
that will brighten
up the Lebuh Katz

back lanes. !

Akbar together with state department personnel and Lai giving the thumbs up for the programme.

Council targets more entries
for Green School Award

THE Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) is confident
that it will receive a higher
number of entries from
schools competing for the
Penang Green School Award
this year.

MBPP management ser-
vices director Mohamed Ak-
bar Mustapha said the award
had received overwhelming
response from schools in the
past.

“The Penang Green School
Programme was launched in
2010. Back then, only 24
schools took part in it and

competed for the Penang
Green School Award.

“The number of entries in-
creased to 50 last year. The
objective of the programme is
to encourage students to go
green and care for the environ-
ment.

“We want them to take pro-
active measures, such as to
practise recycling, to safe-
guard the environment.

“We hope to receive 80 en-
tries from the schools this
year,” Akbar said during the
launch of the event on March
15.

He was representing MBPP
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang.

Akbar thanked the main
Qe sponsor Mah Sing Foundation
—H for sponsoring RM60,000 in
support of the programme.
Also present were repre-
sentatives from the Education
Department Mohd Faisol Abu
Bakar, and Zulkifli Mat from
the Department of Environ-
ment, Mah Sing Foundation
senior general manager Lai
Kok Soon, Malaysian Nature
Society (MNS) adviser D.
Kanda Kumar and Penang
Green Council representative
R. Renuka.
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Heroes in their
own right

NATIONAL muay coach Azrol
Mohammad hailed his team of
nine exponents as heroes after re-
turning from the 16th World Muay
Thai Championship in Bangkok
with seven gold, two silver and one
bronze medals.

The Malaysian team, who flew
into Penang on March 30 from
Bangkok where the world meet
was held from March 12 to 20, was
warmly welcomed home by state
Youth and Sports Committee
chairman Soon Lip Chee and
Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad’s political secretary
Abu Bakar Yahaya.

Others present to welcome
them were Malaysian Muay As-
sociation (MMA) adviser Lay
Hock Peng, MMA secretary Shair-
il Rizal Mohd Saad, Perak and
Kedah officials, and family mem-
bers.

“As you can see, our fighters are
all small in physique compared to
other participants but they have a
lot of guts and fighting spirit. They
amazed everyone with their deter-

mination. I salute them,” Azrol
told reporters shortly upon arrival.

Soon congratulated all of them
for their spirited performance and
paid tribute to their parents for
their sacrifices.

“I must thank their parents for
giving them full support. It’s not
easy. The others like the associa-
tions, coaches, sports clubs and
government agencies also played
a part,” Soon said.

“The fact that we could win 10
medals showed that Malaysia has
the talents and that Perak, Kedah,
Perlis and Penang can compete in
the international stage. I hope the
young fighters will continue to
train hard and achieve further
goals.”

In the midst of the press confer-
ence, Abu Bakar received a mes-
sage from the Prime Minister
telling him to convey his heartiest
congratulations to the team.

“Our fighters gave a remarkable
show in which 60 nations took
part. I’'m very proud of them. If we
prepare well, we can catch up. And

Joint venture development
sets three records

IT is definitely a historical and
proud day for Aspen Group and
IKEA Southeast Asia when Vervea
High Street and the Aspen Vision
City’s Central Island Park success-
fully entered the Malaysia Book of
Records (MBR).

Both development projects are
located within Aspen Vision City, a
joint venture development between
Aspen Group and IKEA Southeast
Asia.

Aspen Group managing director
Anilarasu Amaranazan said the
three records attained were the larg-
est ETFE canopy walkway in Ma-
laysia, the longest ETFE canopy
walkway in Malaysia, and the high-
est water jet in Malaysia.

“ETFE is a translucent polymer
sheeting that is used instead of glass
and hard plastic in some modern
buildings. The advantages offset the
cost. It is durable and has a long
product lifespan.

“It is also recyclable and able to
transmit up to 95% of light. The
ETFE roof not only keeps out the
heat but allows the interior to be
bathed in warm and natural lighting.

“The Vervea High Street, at
300m in length and 40m in width,
will become the main artery for at-

tractions,” he said during the award
presentation ceremony at Aspen
Vision City, Batu Kawan on March
24.

He added that the Central Island
Park featured a wind-resistant water
jet that shoots at an approximate
height of over 50m.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said Aspen Group has strived to
create a sustainable environment.

“The Penang government com-
pliments Aspen Group for thinking
out of the box. We encourage devel-
opers to be more ambitious, which
can contribute towards making
Penang a greener and smarter state.

“We are confident that Batu
Kawan will have a booming econ-
omy by 2030 with Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC) being
the master planner alongside devel-
opers like Aspen Group, for the
development of Bandar Cassia
township in Batu Kawan,” Chow
said.

Also present were Bukit Tambun
assemblyman Goh Choon Aik,
Aspen Group president and chief
executive officer Datuk M. Murly
and Malaysia Book of Records
chief executive officer Datuk Mi-
chael Tio.
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TAHNIAH DIATAS PENCAPAIAN LUAR BIASA
16TH WORLD MUAY THAI CHAMPIONSHIP 2019,
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The Malaysian team rejoicing at the Penang International Airport after returning with 10 medals in the
16th World Muay Thai Championships. With them are Soon (centre, in coat) and Abu Bakar (wearing tie).

I hope whatever funds that come
along for the association will be
properly utilised,” said Abu Bakar.

Lay, who said Malaysia won
only one gold in the 2016 world
championships, hoped the Sports
Ministry would help in the setting
up of Muay training centres that
are sorely needed by most states.

Muhammad Aliff Mohd Azizi
of Penang, 14, was the toast of the
Malaysian team for winning two
golds. His first gold came from the
45-48kg cadet category and the
second from an invitational chal-

lenge where he beat a rival from
India, who is 10 years his senior.
“My father is the man respon-
sible for introducing me to the
sport. I took up the sport since I
was in Year Six and has been en-
joying it,” said Muhammad Aliff,
a Form Three student of Sekolah
Menengah Telok Air Tawar.
Aliff’s elder brother, Muham-
mad Adam, also performed well
by clinching a silver medal in the
54-57kg youth category. They are
the only two Penang representa-
tives in the national team for the

world meet.

The other medal winners were
Muhammad Firdaus Zulkifli (1
gold —cadet 43-45kg), Muhaimien
Faezz Md Farid (1 gold — youth
48-51kg), Muhammad Iszham
Ramlan (1 gold — cadet 51-54kg),
Mohammad Shahren Haqimi
Mohd Rashis (1 gold — youth 43-
45kg), Muhamad Radzi Ismail (1
gold — youth 51-54kg), Muham-
mad Ulya Nuruddin Epi (silver —
cadet 42-43kg) and Arif Suhail
Shahbudin (1 bronze — pro am
51-54kg).
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Maximising efforts to go
beyond ‘smart city’ concept

THE Penang government re-
ceived a boost as Maxis explores
a smart city partnership with the
state to support its Penang2030
vision.

Maxis has been playing an
integral role by having a strong
presence in the state with a 4G
population coverage of 100 per-
cent.

Last August, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow announced the
Penang2030 vision with an objec-
tive to build a family focused,
green and smart state that inspires
the nation.

Touching on the smart city
concept, Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh pointed out that
the state had been leading in this
aspect with a few initiatives al-
ready outlined.

Jagdeep cited the opening of
the Penang Digital Library Phase
Two in Jalan Masjid Negri in
January this year and engaging
with schools to have a digital li-
brary, besides plans to set up an
Islamic digital library and a smart
parking system this year.

Apart from that, he said a smart
bus stop system would be an-
nounced soon.

Another initiative includes a
pilot project involving Intel on the
implementation of CCTVs, street
lights, environmental sensors and
upgrading of an operational cen-
tre at the Seberang Perai Munici-
pal Council.

“We aim to become a state of
equal standing with smart cities
around the world and be the talk
of the global community, in line
with country’s digital transforma-
tion agenda as well as Industry

4.0,” Jagdeep said.

Jagdeep was speaking after
officially opening a forum, titled
‘Penang: Beyond Smart Govern-
ment and Smart Network for a
Better World’ on March 12.

The forum saw key stakehold-
ers discussed requirements for the
Penang2030 vision and a Smart
City Blueprint, such as key points
needed for the successful devel-
opment of policies, initiatives,
and programmes for the state and
subsequent implementation of
smart city elements.

Maxis head of sales and ser-

vice Tan Lay Han said the initia-
tive was important as it demon-
strated a shared vision between
business and government.

“We applaud their (state) ef-
forts on their foresight and lever-
aging the power of technology to
achieve the 2030 mission. We are
eager to play an instrumental role
in the journey to achieve their
ambitions,” he said.

Tan added this was a positive
step forward for the telecommu-
nications company to become a
preferred partner in connectivity
and digital solutions.
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Rozali (second from left) looks on as Roslee briefs the MPSP auxiliary
squad.

Maintain clean image, MPSP
auxiliary policemen told

THE Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) auxiliary police
personnel have a big responsibility
to maintain a clean image - just like
their counterparts in the Royal Ma-
laysian Police.

State deputy police chief DCP
Datuk Roslee Chik said this when
officiating the conferment of rank
for MPSP auxiliary police at the
council’s headquarters on March 15.

“Aneat image is highly demand-
ed from all the members, just like
other policemen.

“Keep up the discipline and high
concentration. Also stay out of cor-
rupt practices so that the police’s
image is always respected by the
community,” he said in his speech.

Prior to that, MPSP president
Datuk Rozali Mohamud thanked the
Penang police for supporting the
rebranding exercise of the MPSP
auxiliary police force under the
MPSP Strategic Plan 2018-2022.

“Promotion is one of the plans to
ensure the smooth running and the
best quality of the auxiliary police

force,” he added.

At the event, 14 personnel re-
ceived their promotions.

They were Amirul Ariff Abdul
Rahman (ASP), Soleh Musa (in-
spector), Norlia Arifin (sergeant
major), Nor Azira Hussain (ser-
geant), Dzulkifli Sapar (sergeant),
Khairul Hafizon Mohd Nor (ser-
geant), Mohammad Zubir Harun
(sergeant), Abu Talib Zainal Abidin
(corporal), Hassan Hashim (corpo-
ral), Ahmad Sukri Saad (corporal),
Mohd Harfizy Mohd. Noor (corpo-
ral), Abu Hassan Hashim (lance-
corporal), Asri Salim (lance-corpo-
ral) and Mohd Sholihin Othman
(lance-corporal).

MPSP auxiliary police force was
set up on July 11, 2001 with 30
members consisting of an inspector,
one sergeant, two corporals and 26
constables.

One of their aims is to safeguard
the security of the MPSP magis-
trate’s court (municipal), to execute
summonses and warrants issued by
any competent authority.
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