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Public inspection for proposed

Bayan Lepas LRT project

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Law Suun Ting

HE Penang government is planning to

kick-start the public inspection (PI) for
the proposed Bayan Lepas Light Rail Tran-
sit (LRT) project in mid-August.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said the
state was working towards having the P held
in mid-August and for it to run for three
months.

“As the project proponent, the state is
taking the project to its next phase which is
the PI.

“This is following the conditional ap-
proval obtained from the Ministry of Trans-
port (MoT) for the Bayan Lepas LRT and
pursuant to Section 84 of the Land

Chow (third from right), Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman (second from right). State Secretary Datuk Seri
Farizan Darus (fourth from right) and the Penang executive council members (from right) Phee Boon Poh, Zairil Khir Johari, Soon Lip

Public Transport Act 2010.

“The Penang government is required to
deposit plans, sections and a book of refer-
ence for the PI. The PI is a binding require-
ment imposed by the MoT through the Land
Public Transport Agency (APAD) before the
railway scheme receives its final approval,”
Chow told a press conference at The TOP in
Komtar on July 18.

Chow said the inspection time, date and
venue would be announced via major news-
papers soon.

“The display will be held at three perma-
nent locations in Penang — Komtar, Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) building
in Bandar Perda and the state APAD office.

“It will also be displayed at the APAD

headquarters in Putrajaya.

“Besides the three permanent locations,
the public can also view the display at six
mobile booths to be set up at various public
spaces such as shopping malls and transport
hubs. The mobile booths will be put up at
places especially along the proposed LRT
alignment. We will be holding the PI at the
locations that are approved by APAD.

“We encourage the public to make full
use of the three-month display to study and
provide us with their constructive feedback
so that the Bayan Lepas LRT project can take
off with a good start and end by providing
better service to the
public,” he said.

v s B

-
L

AT

i /4

Chee and Dr Afif Bahardin taking a photo with the proposed Bayan Lepas LRT alignment after the press conference.

Chow said the public and stakeholders
would be able to submit their feedback and
that the state would ensure that the feedback
submission process includes via online and
hard copy.

“The feedback will be complied, with
recommendation for improvements, and
submitted to the MoT through APAD,” he
said.

Chow added that the PI would not be the
last engagement with the public.

“We will continue to engage the public
during the process of construction so that
accurate information can be disseminated,”
he said.

Chow said the Penang Transport Master
Plan (PTMP) website is currently being re-
vamped to make it more informative.

“A Complaint Management System is
also being developed to ensure that
concerns and feedback are appropri-
ately attended.
“We hope Penangites can stand
with us as we deliver the project for
a greater Penang,” he said.
On a similar matter, Chow said
the state has not received the official
letter of the conditional approval.

“We were told by the minister that
APAD will be issuing the letter to the
state, together with the 30 conditions.

“Currently, we do not know what
the 30 conditions are.
“As usual, we will announce it after
we receive the letter and the said condi-
tions,” Chow said.
According to the media statement by
the MoT on July 17, the proposed
29.9km-long Bayan Lepas LRT project
consists of 27 LRT stations located along
the LRT alignment from Komtar to
Bayan Lepas.
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ENANG Governor Tun Abdul Rah-

man Abbas hopes the state will con-
tinue to see further development and keep
progressing towards
the Penang2030
vision.

He lauded the
initiative by the
state government
under Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon
Yeow for the bet-
terment of the next
generation.

“I'wish to see all
the planned state
projects imple-
mented are fully
enjoyed by all Penangites in line with the
shared prosperity concept.

“I am very happy to witness the state
developing rapidly with its people living in
a peaceful and prosperous environment
throughout the last 18 years ever since I was
appointed.

“All these could not be achieved without
the commitment from the state’s leadership,
civil servants and its people. I also want to
take this opportunity to applaud the state
government for its effort,” Abdul Rahman
said during his speech at the state awards
investiture ceremony in conjunction with his
birthday at Dewan Sri Pinang on July 13.

Abdul Rahman, nevertheless, also re-

Mohd Ridzuan.

minded the people to forward their doubts
through proper channels in accordance with
the law.

He also advised the people to use social
media wisely and refrain from spreading
negativity which would tarnish the state’s
image.

Chow, in his speech, also emphasised the
importance of the two mega projects which

have obtained the
Environmental
Impact Assess-
ment (ETA)
greenlight.
He said the
Pan Island Link
1 (PIL 1) and
Penang South
Reclamation
(PSR) projects
are important
for the state to
achieve its eco-
nomic and devel-
opment goals till 2050.

“We are committed to these projects in a
bid to realising the Penang 2030 vision,” he
said, adding the state attracted manufacturing
projects worth RM8.85bil in the first half of
the year compared to RM1.02bil for the same
period last year.

Earlier, Abdul Rahman arrived at the
venue at 9am accompanied by his consort
Toh Puan Majimor Shariff.

The head of state was greeted by state
officials, including Chow and his wife Tan
Lean Kee, along with other dignitaries.

Abdul Rahman then inspected the guard-
of-honour and a gun salute was also fired to
commemorate his 81st birthday.

P. Sanmuggam.

By Azmi Hussin
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Abdul Rahman and Majimor being welcomed by Tan upon their arrival at Dewan Sri

Pinang.

Chief Justice Tengku Maimun Tuan Mat
who led the list of awards recipients, was
conferred the highest state honour, the Dar-
jah Utama Pangkuan Negeri (DUPN), which
carries the “Datuk Seri Utama” title.

Two other recipients were conferred the
Darjah Panglima Pangkuan Negeri (DPPN)
which also carries the title “Datuk Seri”.

They were Inspector-General of Police
(IGP) Datuk Seri Abdul Hamid Bador and
Air Force chief General Tan Sri Affendi
Buang.

Also honoured were Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) secretary Addnan Mohd
Razali and Penang Hill Corporation (PHC)
general manager Cheok Lay Heng who were
conferred the “Darjah Setia Pangkuan Neg-
eri” (DSPN) which carries the title “Datuk”.

Cheok when approached by the Buletin
Mutiara team stated that he envisioned to
make Penang Hill a hill resort of choice in
Asia.

“We also want to preserve Penang Hill
for the future generation.

“We want to establish Penang Hill to have
such a brand where when people visit Ma-
laysia or Penang, Penang Hill will be a
must-visit place.

“Penang Hill is like the garden sur-
rounded by the forest reserve, you need to
venture to enjoy it more,” he said.

“I would like to thank the state govern-
ment and my PHC team for their support
throughout all these years in making
Penang Hill one of the most sought after
holiday destinations.

“This award would drive me to
work harder in taking Penang Hill to
even greater heights,” he added.

Meanwhile, Addnan who has
served the council for 35 years con-
veyed his thanks to the state govern-
ment for appreciating his contribu-
tion and service.

He said that throughout his ser-
vice with the council he has helped
in improving the infrastructural
aspect of Penang.

“It has been quite a long time that
I have been serving MBPP, already 35

kit

Cheok and his wife Dr.Jayanthi Karen after

munity work,” he said.

When asked about his vision for the state,
Addnan stated that the council is moving
towards becoming a smart city in line with
the state government’s Penang2030 vision.

The third day of the investiture ceremony
on July 16 also saw the “Bintang Cemerlang
Negeri” (BCN) given to MBPP Urban Ser-
vices Department director Mubarak Junus.

The state government also kept its tradi-
tion of honouring the council’s 3D (dirty,
dangerous and difficult) workers on July 15.

Seven MBPP workers and three from
MPSP received the Pingat Jasa Masyarakat
(PJM) award from Abdul Rahman for their
involvement in 3D jobs.

One of them was Mohd Ridzuan Mohd
Noor, 33, who was absolutely delighted after
receiving the award.

“I feel my hard work is appreciated
through this recognition,” he said.

His colleague from MBPP, P. Sanmug-
gam, was also delighted after being con-
ferred the PIM.

The 61-year-old cleaner in Penang Hill
related that he would take the funicular train
up the hill every morning to upkeep the hill.

“The satisfaction keeps me doing it,” he
said when met after the ceremony.

years in which [ was also involved in com- the awards ceremony.
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speed in Penan
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ENANG created another

milestone with the deploy-
ment of Gigawire technology,
paired with Terragraph, enabling
buildings with existing copper
wire cables to receive high-speed
broadband service.

Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo praised YTL Com-
munications for coming out with
this first-in-the-world technology.

He said the state was proud to
announce this remarkable feat
which would serve the people

with the fastest internet download
speeds.

“This is a significant achieve-
ment for Penang and also in line
with the state’s vision to be a
family-focused green and smart
state that inspires the nation.

“YTL’s initiative has clearly
brought Penang to greater
heights.

“I would also like to see this
technology installed at state gov-
ernment offices in Komtar as
well,” he told a press conference
at the Penang Chinese Town Hall
(PCTH) in Jalan Masjid Kapitan
Keling.

This new technology is an in-
tegration of Terragraph and Gi-

Jagdeep showing reporters the broadband service speed while Lee (right) looks on.

gawire technology which pro-
duces high-speed broadband
service.

It is said to be able to have
internet download speeds of be-
tween 200Mbps and 300Mbps to
all buildings.

Survey for the Terragraph pilot
project, launched early this year
in George Town, also showed

customer satisfaction was at 93%.

Present were YTL Communi-
cations chief executive officer
Wing K Lee, PCTH chairman
Datuk Khor Teng How and Ma-
laysian Communications and
Multimedia Commission
(MCMC) Northern Region dep-
uty director Fitri Hashim.

Lee also took the opportunity

to brief the media on the new
technology installed at PCTH.

He showed reporters the dif-
ference of speed with and without
the new technology.

He said the internet speed was
at 1Mbps for the existing copper
wires while the integration of
Terregraph and Gigawire brought
the speed to above 150Mbps.

Electronics firms invited for elite forum and run

A GATHERING of some of the
top brains from the electronics
manufacturing companies in Penang
and Shenzhen will take place when
the Ist International Electronics Elite
Forum and Run (IEEFR) 2019 is
held in Penang from Aug 16 to 18.
About 200 local industry leaders
in Penang and 100 Chinese electron-
ics manufacturers and leaders of
China’s electronic equipment
manufacturing companies,
including ZTE, have been
invited to the forum ;
Also invited are the i 1
elites from the electronics
manufacturing sectors in
Japan, South Korea,
Germany and the
United States.
InvestPen-
ang, a principal
agency of the
Penang govern-
ment for the pro-
motion of invest-
ment, and the Shen-
zhen Terminal Elec-
tronics Manufactur-
ing Association
(TEMA) are the
joint organisers of
the IEEFR 2019.
InvestPenang di-
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rector Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon,
who is also the special adviser to
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
said during this trade war between
China and the United States, Penang
could contribute towards the supply
chain for the Chinese as well as the
Americans.

“We’ve taken the initiative to
visit Shenzhen to tie up with TEMA
to see in what way the Penang supply
chain can be tapped upon by the

Chinese manufacturers as
well as investors,” Lee told a
press conference at investPen-
ang in Bayan Lepas on July
15.
“This particular
forum that :
. we are

going to hold on Aug 16 is the first
such collaboration between the
Penang electronics manufacturing
community and our China counter-
parts.

“This is going to be first and
definitely, this is not going to the last
(collaboration). Their members will
be coming over here to share with
us their knowledge and visit Penang
to have a good idea of what sort of
products and capabilities we’ve in
Penang.

“It’s an opportunity
for our Chinese
¥ guests to familiarise

| themselves with the
’ big names that we
h have in Bayan

Lepas, and also to have a view of the
industrial park that PDC (Penang
Development Corporation) and state
government manage.”

Also present were TEMA secre-
tary-general Tab Chen, PSDC chief
operating officer Lim Wei Chen,
IEEFR chief executive officer Law
Yee Tee and Actife Style event direc-
tor Anddrew Loh Lean Hock.

The event is endorsed by the
Malaysian Investment Development
Authority (MIDA) and the execution
units are [EEFR Sdn Bhd and Actife
Style Concept Sdn Bhd.

In addition to the in-
ternational forum, the
organising committee

is joining forces with
PSDC, in conjunction
with its 30th anniver-
sary celebration, to
hold the Interna-
tional Electronic
Elite Runon Aug 18
at PSDC from 6am
to 10.30am.
“It’s an 11km
| run within the

industrial park in Bayan Lepas. All
the proceeds will go towards charity.
Our run this time is longer than the
Skm run we held during our 20th
anniversary celebration in 2009,”
Lim said.

For forum and run registration,
contact:

=International Electronics Elite
Forum and Run (IEEFR Sdn
Bhd)

*MrY.T. Law (+6012-4776917),
Ms Mayl Yeap (+6017-477888),
Ms Zeit Ayuni (+6011-12424342).
Shenzhen Terminal Electronics
Manufacturing Association (Mr
Eddy Wang +86-18616317261)
=Actife Style Concept Sdn Bhd
(Mr Anddrew Loh +6017-
8789373).

=For International Electronics
Elite Forum online registration,
visit http://www.actifestyle.com/
events/[EEF2019 while for Inter-
national Electronics Elite Run
online registration, go to http:/
http://www.actifestyle.com/
events/ IEER2019.

Lee (centre) and Chen (left) showing the
T-shirt for participants of the IEER 2019
while Lim holds a poster to show the
11km route of the run during the press
. conference.
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HE Penang government can
now discuss the issue of com-
pensation with the fishermen af-
fected by the proposed Penang
South Reclamation (PSR) project.
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said an official discussion with the
Penang Fishermen Association
could proceed since the Environ-
mental Impact Assessment (EIA)
report of the PSR had received
conditional approval from the De-
partment of Environment (DoE).

The approval comes with 72 condi-
tions to be complied with.

“The association had two stands
when they met the state govern-
ment — one was to reject the PSR
project, and the other was to move
into negotiation regarding the com-
pensation package in the event that
the EIA report for the proposed
project is approved.”

It was reported that the last meet-
ing between the Penang govern-
ment and the association was in
May; and that the Penang Fisher-
men Association had tabled its
proposal for the compensation

e

Chow (centre, in red tie) operating a robot during his visit to SMK Bukit Jambul MakerLab.
Looking on is the school principal Abdul Said Hussain (in blue batik).

package to be included in the EIA
report.

It was also reported that the as-
sociation had acknowledged that if
the EIA report is approved, the as-
sociation has to accept the fact and
would move into negotiation re-
garding the compensation.

“They (the association) moved
on with the idea to negotiate (during
the last meeting); and they also had
the choice to stand firm, reject (the

PSR) and not to propose any com-
pensation package to the state.

“Regardless, we see this as a
proactive move by the association
to safeguard the interests of the
fishermen.

“The role of the association
should not only be confined to
objecting the proposed project, but
also to look at the mitigation meas-
ures for the benefit of the fisher-
men,” Chow told a press confer-

Chow: We are all ears

THE Penang government believes that every stakeholder has
equal rights to highlight individual plight and grievances and
the state is willing to listen and address those issues.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said the state government
is open to listening and addressing issues brought up by those
opposing the proposed Penang South Reclamation (PSR) project.

“It doesn’t matter if it is from a political party or an ordinary
fisherman. Every stakeholder has equal rights to voice out and
highlight matters that may affect them.

“We are willing to listen and take the necessary step to al-
leviate and address those issues,” Chow replied to a question on
whether there was any party instigating the fishermen with regard
to the proposed PSR project.

Chow said the concerns raised were concurrent with the
progress of the project.

“They objected when the project was in its ‘application stage’.
Now that they know the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) has been approved, they asked for the conditions to be
released.

“They want to know the source of the sand for the project
and its impact to the area. Maybe later they will ask for the
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) to be publicised.

“I believe that the state government must be open to all these
issues as long as this project is active and ongoing,” Chow told
a press conference in Komtar on July 16.

Chow also revealed the entire 72 conditions imposed by the
Department of Environment (DoE) for the implementation of
the proposed PSR project.

“As promised, we make public the 72 conditions imposed by
the DoE for the implementation of the project.

“It is compulsory for the state to comply and implement the
mitigation measures according to the technical advice of the
respective departments, especially the Fisheries Department, to
address the impact on fishery resources and the community of
fishermen,” he said.

Chow also stressed the need to carry out the offset programme
as ordered by the DoE.

ence after opening the SMK Bukit
Jambul MakerLab on July 11.

On issues pertaining to compen-
sation, Chow said the state would
look at the list of affected fishermen
as provided by the Malaysia Fisher-
ies Development Authority
(LKIM).

“LKIM will determine who is
entitled to the compensation and
the state will consider the list,” he
added.

Penang govt to pursue all approvals

before starting PSR project

THE Penang government has reaf-
firmed its stand that it will follow up
on every approval required before
implementing the proposed Penang
South Reclamation (PSR) project.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the relevant agencies such as the
Malaysia Fisheries Development Au-
thority (LKIM) would be consulted.

“The state government will con-
tinue its consultation with the affected
parties to discuss ex-gratia privileges
and other matters.

“The eligibility of the recipients will
be looked into,” he told a press confer-
ence at his office on July 12.

Chow said a closed-door meeting
with the Penang Fishermen Associa-
tion was held on May 31 where the
association proposed several requests
as compensation for the state to con-
sider.

“I was present at the meeting to-
gether with my political secretary Teh
Lai Heng and state Health, Agriculture,
Agro-Based Industry and Rural Devel-
opment Committee chairman Dr Afif
Bahardin,” Chow said.

Dr Afif is also the chairman of the
task force which was set up several
years ago to discuss the compensation
packages with the affected fishermen.

Chow said the association did not
propose compensation in cash.

“The association proposed that each

boat owner be given a fisherman trans-
formation boat to be paid by the state;
and priority be given to them to pur-
chase low-cost homes, either directly
or via the rent-to-own scheme.

“The association also requested for
priority to be given to the crew mem-
bers (awak-awak) to purchase low-cost
homes, either directly or via the rent-
to-own scheme.

“The association proposed that ex-
gratia privileges be given to affected
fishermen, including those from Teluk
Tempoyak, Batu Maung, Seri Jerejak,
and Pulau Betong.

“The Penang Fishermen Associa-
tion had also requested for a temporary
jetty to be built for the fishermen during
the PSR construction period.

“They (the association) want the
jetty to be safety compliant, and for us
to consider their feedback with regard
to the design of the temporary jetty,”
he said.

Chow said the fishermen knew that
they could still earn a living through
fishing even when the PSR project is
ongoing.

“They did not request for cash but
instead they want fisherman transfor-
mation boats and a temporary jetty to
continue their fishing activities. It is a
form of admission that fishing can still
continue even with the project being
implemented. Perhaps, they may have

to travel further from their current
(fishing) location.

“The reclamation project will also
not encroach into fishermen villages as
itonly involves the sea. However, there
are parties who see this as an opportu-
nity to ask for priority to be given to
them to purchase low-cost homes, ei-
ther directly or via the rent-to-own
scheme.

“Nevertheless, the task force will
look into all those requests before
meeting the association,” Chow said.

Chow said the state would also refer
to past ex-gratia favours as a guideline
for the compensation.

“The state is willing to brief any
parties on the PSR project, if necessary.
However, the state has presented the
proposed PSR project during the Na-
tional Physical Planning Council meet-
ing (chaired by Prime Minister Tun Dr
Mabhathir Mohamad in April) and was
advised to address issues pertaining to
the impact on fishermen and the com-
pensation,” he said when asked by a
reporter whether the state was willing
to meet Dr Mahathir to explain the PSR
project.

Dr Afif said the state needed some
time to study the requests proposed by
the Penang Fishermen Association.

“A meeting with the association is
scheduled to be held in September to
further discuss the matter,” he added.
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HE Esplanade in George

Town was recently trans-
formed into a glowing playground
of lights, rays and projection map-
ping.

Buildings such as the Town Hall
and the City Hall illuminated like
never before, captivating visitors
with the amazing showcase of 3D
art installations.

“When Night Falls” was a two-
day event, marking the opening of
George Town Festival 2019
(GTF2019).

The GTF returned for its 10th
edition this year from July 13 to
28.

Visitors to the Esplanade were
captivated with the projection
mapping displays on the facade of
the City Hall.

Ten 30-second videos by local
and international finalists were
showcased to the public. They took
part in the open call
for projection
mapping on the
City Hall while
embracing the
theme “When
Night Falls”.

Over at the
140-year-old Town
Hall, the facade of
the building was also
creatively trans-
formed using video
mapping, befitting
the theme “World of
Fantasy”.

Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said GTF was
inaugurated in 2010 to celebrate
George Town’s Unesco Heritage
Site status.

“The festival has since drawn
thousands of visitors to Penang;
and the state has become one of
Asia’s leading arts event destina-
tions.

“Arts is an essential component
in family building. It can be the
‘binding element’ between fami-
lies, friends and loved ones.

“This brings us to one of the
key highlights of the Penang2030

festivities

A sand ar
during the festival.

vision, which is ‘Family-Focused’.
“The state government is aware

that family is central in the people’s

lives.

“The state is also keen to in-

des Quidams.

spire, as what was stated in the
Penang2030 vision — ‘A Family-
Focused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation’.

“An inspired population will
produce a happy and crea-

tist creating a visual i}

tive community.
“This year, GTF2019 is also
taking the festival out from ‘tradi-
tional venues to community spaces.
“Community engagement pro-
grammes such as Macam Macam
Macallum and Macam Macam
Berapit welcomed local residents
to take part and be part of the fes-
tivities besides inviting tourists to
discover the cultural heritage of
people living in urban neighbour-
hood,” Chow said during the open-
ing of the GTF2019 on July 13.
Tourism Development, Arts,
Culture and Heritage Committee

The FierS a Cheval visual odyssey performed by Compagnie

chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said his
committee was set to rebrand Pen-
ang’s tourism sector through cam-
paigns and initiatives to remain
competitive in the global travel
market.

“Experience Penang
Year 2020 or EPY2020
is the committee’s latest
tourism campaign,

aimed at bringing
more exciting features
and happenings to
Penang in the year
2020 and beyond,”
Yeoh said.

Visitors enjoying the opening
of George Town Festival 2019
at the Esplanade.

The ballerinas on stilts performing at the festival.

He added the festival is a fast-
growing tourism segment that
could help position the state as a
tourism, heritage, culture and arts
hub in the region.

George Town World Heritage
Incorporated (GTWHI) general
manager Dr Ang Ming Chee said
the GTF was initiated by GTWHI
as a catalyst for creating a sustain-
able and liveable city by engaging
and involving the people.

Dr Ang said the GTF has
evolved to be one of the most

significant and forward-looking
festivals in the region.

Besides the projection and
video mapping, visitors were also
treated to performances by a sand
artist, ballerinas on stilts, ballet
dancers, glowing drummers, Com-
pagnie des Quidams’ FierS a
Cheval visual odyssey and many
more.

Also present were Chow’s wife
Tan Lean Kee, several state as-
semblymen and GTF festival di-
rector Jack Wong.

The performances by the glowing drummers are among the highlights of ‘When Night Falls’.
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BOUT 1,000 former stu-

dents and members of the
public participated in the St
Xavier’s Institution (SXI) Run
at Lebuh Farquhar in George
Town on July 14 to help the
school raise funds.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who officiated the event,
commended the participants for
supporting the event.

“I’m happy to see so many
of you coming to support the
school. You know that the
school needs the community’s
support besides the funding
from the government. We’re
happy that this run will be able

to raise some funds for the
school to organise its activi-
ties,” Chow said in his speech.

Chow also said the run was
a good activity to help mould
the students’ character.

He also commended the par-
ticipants for supporting the
function.

The run comprised two cat-
egories - the 10km and Skm.

After flagging off the SXI
Run, Chow joined other VIPs
to officiate the launch of the
school’s Smart Board, which
was set up about two months
ago.

Also present were state SXI
principal Sim Hock Keat, Youth
and Sports Committee chair-
man Soon Lip Chee, Pulau Ti-

Workshop focuses on
sustainable green transport

THIRTY-EIGHT participants
attended a workshop on Penang
Green Transportation Plan at the
Penang Institute recently.

State Works, Utilities and
Flood Mitigation Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari, who
officiated the workshop on July
4, thanked Asian Development
Bank for fully sponsoring the
workshop which was coordi-
nated by Penang Institute.

“They have identified Penang
as a suitable location to do sus-
tainable green transport. They
have identified a number of
strategies and action plans, espe-
cially in George Town. This will
be the focus,” Zairil said.

There were four speakers,
namely Guido Bruggeman (Pen-

ang Green Transportation Plan
— An Overview), Yoga Adi-
winarto (Transforming Urban
Transport in Penang), Willem
Brouwer (Parking Policy and
Management for Penang) and
Kim Ki-joon (How Can We En-
able a Transition Towards Elec-
tric Vehicles?).

Among those present were as-
semblymen Teh Lai Heng
(Komtar), Daniel Gooi (Pengka-
lan Kota) and Goh Choon Aik
(Bukit Tambun), Chief Minister
Incorporated deputy general man-
ager S. Bharathi, IMT-GT (Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, Thailand Growth
Triangle) deputy director Balau-
rugan Ratha Krishnan and Penang
Institute administrator/analyst
Muhamad Nur Lokman Redzuan.
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Lee (third from left), Chow (fourth from left) and Soon (seventh from left) joining other VIP
guests in flagging off the SXI Run.

kus assemblyman Chris Lee,
Penang Island City Council
councillor Gerald Mak Mun
Keong (a former SXI student),
SXI director Datuk Anthony
Rogers and Parent-Teacher As-
sociation (PIBG) chairman Vic-
tor Tan.

The Penang government,
Chow added, has since 2009

been allocating funds to schools
in Penang.

For this year in view of the
new political scenario, he said
the funding has been extended
to Sekolah Menengah Kebang-
saan and Sekolah Kebangsaan
while the allocations for SJK
(C) and SJK (T), missionary
schools and Sekolah Agama

Rakyat would continue under
the yearly budget.

Chow said the Penang Sci-
ence Cluster and Penang Tech
Dome are currently reaching
out to schools in creating aware-
ness on STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Math-
ematics) education through the
setting up of Maker Lab.

Penang to proceed with state’s
first urban regeneration project

THE Penang government has de-
cided to proceed with the rejuvena-
tion of the “5 Point Blocks” flats in
Lorong Mahsuri 10, Bayan Baru.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep Sin-
gh Deo said the decision to amend
the existing laws or enacting a new
law with regard to urban regenera-
tion programmes must be made.

“It will be tabled to the National
Land Council in August. The reason
isto get a clear understanding of the
law concerning urban regeneration
programmes.

“In the meantime, we will go
ahead with our first urban regenera-
tion project — the ‘5 Point Blocks’
flats in Lorong Mahsuri 10 — using
an alternative option based on exist-
ing laws.

“We have discussed our decision
(to proceed with the regeneration of
the °5 Point Blocks’ flats) with the
legal advisers to get their views.

“Athree-year timeline flow chart
has been drawn and hopefully by
the end of the third year, the newly-
rejuvenated flats will be ready,”
Jagdeep told a press conference at

his office in Komtar on July 4.

Jagdeep showed the flow chart
to the media during the press confer-
ence.

It includes re-surveying the de-
mography of the project, appointing
aproperty consultant to compile the
list of unit owners, submitting plan-
ning permission and building plans,
obtaining Certificate of Completion
and Compliance (CCC) and deliver-
ing vacant possession with strata
title.

The entire process is scheduled
for completion three years from
now.

“We are at the advanced stage of
discussion with the residents of ‘5
Point Blocks’ flats.

“The response is very good with
over 90% of them agreeable to the
urban regeneration programme,” he
said.

He added that the ‘5 Point
Blocks’ flats have 300 units, ranging
in sizes from 256sq ft to 429sq ft,
now.

“The plan is to tear them down in
stages and build 1,150 units on the
same site — 345 units of low medi-
um-cost units (700sq ft) and 805

affordable housing units (850sq ft).

“Each LMC unit is priced at
RM72,500 and the affordable hous-
ing units at RM300,000. Each unit
comes with a parking lot.

“Currently, there is no parking
lot allocated for each unit,” he said.

Jagdeep said the unit owners and
Penang Development Corporation
(PDC) would have to sign the con-
ditional Sale and Purchase Agree-
ment (SPA) and Transfer in escrow;
and that each unit owner would get
an LMC unit as compensation.

“They will also be given the op-
tion and privilege to upgrade to the
affordable housing units by topping
up the amount,” he said.

Jagdeep said the state had also
identified four other old housing
schemes to undergo urban regen-
eration.

They are the Rifle Range Flats,
Taman Free School Flats, Mak
Mandin Flats and Jalan Siakap
Flats.

Also present were Batu Lancang
assemblyman Ong Ah Teong, Peng-
kalan Kota assemblyman Daniel
Gooi and Sungai Pinang assembly-
man Lim Siew Khim.



Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

HUNDERING drums
performances, bright red
lanterns, pink “sakura trees”, and
a giant replica of Japan’s Kamina-
rimon Gate welcomed thousands
of visitors to the Penang Bon
Odori Festival 2019 at the Queens-
bay Mall open space car park.
Local and foreign visitors,
some dressed in traditional yu-
kata, had an exciting time with
their friends and family members
during the festival which started
as early as Spm.
Students from the Penang
Japanese School kicked off the
festival with a spectacular wa-
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performance.

A sporting state executive
council member Yeoh Soon Hin
showcased his talent in dancing
when he joined the other VIPs on ; i ’
stage to take part in two opening ; D
dances — the “Tanko Bushi” and
“Rasa Sayang”.

After the VIPs left
the stage, the perform-
ers continued to dance
to two more songs,
which were the “Dorae- |
mon Ondo” and the |
“Tokyo Olympic |
Ondo”. 1

Yeoh, who is Tour- |
ism Development, Arts, ‘!r o
Culture and Heritage |&
Committee chairman,
said the festival was an | ||
avenue to engage the
public and served as a | &% -
platform for families to |§ & a
spend quality time to-

gether.
“The event promotes
'cul.tura.l engagement and The performers taking a group photo at the festival.
is in line with the Pen-
ang2030 vision of a fam- Bon Odori celebration thisyearby ~ create a nice Japanese atmos-

ily-focused green and smart state
that inspires the nation.
“We stepped out of the “usual’

incorporating new features — the
Kaminarimon Gate, ‘sakura’ trees
and Japanese bamboo plants to

phere.
“It is our aim to provide our
visitors the chance to experience

w J .l"l!..l'

Visitors enjoying the performances during the Penang Bon Odori Festival 2019 at the Queensbay Mall
open space car park.

1 spectacul
performance

mmdents from he Penang Japanese Sch'9‘9I
ar,
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The Queensbay Mall open space carpark is beautifully decorated for the
festival.

the various cultures in Penang.
This is our direction as we usher
in Experience Penang Year 2020,
which is in line with Visit Malay-
sia Year 2020,” Yeoh said in his
speech on July 20.

Consul-general of Japan in
Penang Shinichiro Kanoya said
the Penang Bon Odori Festival
had become one of the major
events in the state since it was first
held in 1996.

“The event has grown to be
one of the biggest Bon Odori
festivals outside Japan, attracting
thousands of visitors each year.

“We want to thank everyone
for their support,” he said.

The festival was indeed amaz-
ing for everyone including eight
finalists who vied for the Miss
Penang Bon Odori title.

Also present were Air Itam
assemblyman Joseph Ng, Batu
Lancang assemblyman Ong Ah
Teong, several consuls-general,
and Penang Island City Council
secretary Datuk Addnan Mohd
Razali.

The special guest for the night
was Miss Universe Japan 2018
Yuumi Kato.
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Yeoh (second from right) together with (from left) Sharaad, Fan and Ashwin promoting the George Town
Literary Festival (GTLF) 2019.
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Meet Man
Booker Prize

winner

Story by K.H. Ong

MANI author Jokha Alharti,

who won the 2019 Man Book-
er International Prize, will be among
the many illustrious names coming
to Penang for the 9th George Town
Literary Festival (GTLF) 2019 from
Nov 21 to 24.

She is the first author from the
Arabian Gulf to win the £50,000
(RM260,000) award which she
shares equally with her translator,
American Marilyn Booth.

Her book, “Celestial Bodies”,
written in Arabic, is the first piece of
Omani literature translated into
English. Itis set in the Omani village
of al-Awafi and revolves around the
lives and loves of three sisters.

Festival co-directors Pauline Fan
and Sharaad Kuttan revealed that
other big names coming are 2019
EBRD (European Bank for Recon-
struction and Development) Litera-
ture Prize winner Hamid Ismailov,
prominent Japanese poet Hiromi Ito,
acclaimed essayist and intellectual
Eliot Weinberger, Indonesian liter-
ary icon Goenawan Mohamad,
Djiboutian-French author Abdour-
ahman Waberi, contemporary Chi-
nese poet Xi Chuan and historian on
modern China Rebecca E. Karl.

Fan said on the local front, the
festival would feature 2019 Com-
monwealth Short Story Prize winner
of the Asian region Saras Manick-
am, Taiwan-based Malaysian author
and educator Ng Kim Chew, emi-
nent filmmaker and writer Nam
Ron, rising star of young adult fic-
tion Hanna Alkaf, bestselling Pen-
ang-based novelist Fahmi Mustaffa,
and celebrated Malaysian author and
former GTLF director of seven
years Bernice Chauly.

According to Fan, Hanna, whose
book “The Weight of Our Sky” also
touches on the May 13 racial riots,
should draw quite a crowd.

Fan said indigenous poet Kulleh
Grasi from Sarawak would be in
Penang to launch his book and read
at the festival.

“He writes primarily in Malay,
but he also uses indigenous lan-
guages. He has Iban, Kelabit and
Kayan in his poetry. We want to
emphasise the other languages as
well,” Fan told a press conference
called by state Tourism Develop-

ment, Arts, Culture & Heritage
Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin in Komtar on July 11.

“He will be publishing a book
and it will be translated into English
by a New York publisher. I think this
is the first Iban poet to have a book
published in English. It’s quite a
historic thing.”

Fan said some of the conversa-
tions would reflect on pivotal mo-
ments like China’s May 4 Move-
ment in 1919, the 1989 Tiananmen
Square protests, the end of World
War 1, the fall of Berlin Wall 30 years
ago and the May 13 riots in Malay-
sia 50 years ago.

Sharaad said this year’s festival
would include their first-ever
schools’ programme in October,
bringing writers and storytellers to
public libraries in the four corners
of Penang to share their skills with
local students.

Yeoh said this year they expect
about 70 to 80 writers from 20
countries to take part in the festival.

“Having attracted over 6,000 at-
tendees to its 64 events in 2018,
GTLF2019 will run across four days
in George Town and can attract
8,000 visitors this year,” Yeoh said.

“I always want new elements
introduced to any festival. For this
GTLEF, it’s not just about English
literature but also Mandarin, Tamil,
Bahasa and orang asli.

“We don’t want people to have
the impression that GTLF is only for
English literature,” Yeoh said.

Penang Convention and Exhibi-
tion Bureau (PCEB) chief executive
officer Ashwin Gunasekeran said
the theme of this year’s festival,
“forewords/afterwords”, would not
only just look forward but also re-
flect on the past. PCEB is the festival
producer.

“The festival this year will ex-
plore how the past and the present
affect the opportunities and the chal-
lenges to come.

“The interest we received from
these celebrated international
authors only affirms the relevance
of this festival,” said Ashwin,
adding that in 2018, GTLF was
bestowed the Literary Festival
Award at the London Book Fair,
becoming the only literary festi-
val in Southeast Asia to date to
receive this honour.



EADERS of various Fed-
eral departments and agen-
cies have responded positively to
the state’s Penang2030 briefing
at the Penang Skills Development
Centre (PSDC) in Bayan Lepas.
Some 80 participants, includ-
ing directors, heads of depart-
ments and decision-makers, took
part in the half-day workshop
organised by the Penang2030
Unit on July 22.
Participants from Northern
Corridor Implementation

Authority (NCIA), Fisheries
Department Authority of
Malaysia (LKIM), Malaysian
Meteorological Department,
Federal Agricultural Marketing
Authority (FAMA), Ministry of
International Trade and Industry
(MITI), Malaysia External Trade
Development Corporation
(MATRADE) and others were
given essential information on
the Penang2030 vision.

The fruitful workshop was
conducted by K. Vishanthini,

More

eco-friendly;

Penang
Hill

ECO-travellers will soon
have another reason to visit
Penang Hill when restoration
works of the Hillside
Bungalow and Tulip House
are completed.

The eco-friendly colonial-
styled accommodations are
scheduled to be ready by the
end of October.

Penang Hill Corporation
(PHC) general manager
Cheok Lay Leng said the
Hillside Bungalow, situated
along the Upper Tunnel Road,
would have four boutique
rooms, four bunk rooms and
an open space that could
accommodate up to 16 four-
person-tents for camping
after the restoration.

“Besides a design that
blends well with the
environment, extensive
amenities such as living and
dining areas, toilets and
shower rooms, refuse and
recyclable material storage
area, rain harvesting system
and many more eco-friendly
features will be made
available.

“Campers can take in the

Matt Benson and Ong Siou Wen
from the Penang2030 advisory
panel.

The event officer-in-charge Oh
Chin Eng said the workshop was
the fourth internal engagement
held for government officials.

“Workshops have been con-
ducted for the ‘champion offic-
ers’, state secretary officers, as
well as state agencies and depart-
ments in the past. The ‘champion
officers’ were selected to recom-
mend projects or programmes

Artist’s impression of the renovated Hillside Bungalow.

beauty of the stars while
breathing in the cool and
fresh air when they stay here,”
he told a press conference in
Komtar on July 12.

The Hillside Bungalow was
built in the early 1900s and is
one of the oldest bungalows
on Penang Hill.

It is classified as a Catego-
ry II heritage building in the
Penang Hill Local Plan 1998
and the Penang Hill Special
Area Plan 2016.

The bungalow was once
used as a rest house for Brit-
ish government officers,

It was turned into a rest house
for public servants after Malaya
won its independence but has
been left vacant for some time.

Cheok said the Tulip
House, located just below the
main Summit Road near the
Bee Gallery, would have two
rooms after the restoration.

“The Tulip House was built
by the British in the 1920s for
the workers during that peri-
od. It was used as a govern-
ment quarters after independ-
ence. The building was hand-
ed over to PHC after 2011 and
was renovated in 2016,” he
said.

Cheok said a Request for
Proposal (RFP) was called in
September 2017 and Pembi-
naan YSBT (M) Sdn Bhd was
selected to refurbish, equip
and operate the Hillside Bun-
galow and Tulip House.

through inclusive engagement

that are feasible; in line with the
16 strategic initiatives of the
Penang2030.

“We engage Federal depart-
ments and agencies in our work-
shop today. We welcome them to
be involved and work towards the
Penang2030 vision,” he said
when met at the workshop.

Another officer-in-charge, Teh
Yee Teng, together with Oh, was
seen busy explaining the Pen-
ang2030 strategic initiatives to
the participants using the Pen-

“YSBT will operate them as
Hillside Retreat Penang. The
company aims at making them
available to the public at af-
fordable prices,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state supported
PHC’s vision in making Pen-
ang Hill the most preferred
destination to visit.

“This will provide visitors
more time to explore the gems
of Penang Hill.

“It reflects the state’s initia-
tive to promote ecotourism,”
Chow added.

For more details, visit htt-
ps://www.facebook.com/hill-
sideretreatpenang/ or https://
www.facebook.com/mypen-
anghill/

ang2030 display boards.

The Penang2030 vision, “A
Family-Focused Green and Smart
State that Inspires the Nation”,
has four themes and 16 strategic
initiatives.

The four themes are to in-
crease livability to enhance qual-
ity of life, upgrade the economy
to raise household incomes, em-
power people to strengthen civic
participation and to invest in the
built environment to improve
resilience.

Community
must work with
govt to fight
drug menace

THE community plays a vital role
in preventing drug abuse, says state
Agriculture, Agro-based Industry,
Rural Development and Health
Committee chairman Dr Afif Ba-
hardin.

“The responsibility to prevent
substance abuse lies not only in the
hands of the government, but also
is the responsibility of the com-
munity,” Dr Afif said during the
launch of the “Reformation Car-
rom Competition” (Pertandingan
Karom Reformasi) at the BM City
Mall on July 7.

Organised by the Drug Preven-
tion Association of Malaysia
(Pemadam), the tournament drew
a few hundred participants, includ-
ing those undergoing rehabilita-
tion.

“I understand that there are a
total of 20 participants in the pro-
cess of recovering from drug ad-
diction taking part in the competi-
tion. They represent the National
Anti-Drug Agency (AADK) dis-
tricts throughout Penang.

“Recently, the Ministry of
Health had said that drug addicts
must not be treated like criminals
but they should be seen as patients
who need treatment,” said Dr Afif
in his speech.

The organisers expressed hope
that the competition would enable
the participants to engage with
various levels of society and also
provide an opportunity for youths
to engage in healthy activities.
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Embracing the state’s vision

Story by K.H. Ong

FEW months after taking
office as the fifth Chief Min-
ister, Chow Kon Yeow launched
the Penang2030 vision last Au-
gust with the aim of propelling
the state to greater achievements.
Chow has stressed that the vi-
sion to build a “Family-Focused
Green and Smart State that In-
spires the Nation”, could not be
realised by him or the state gov-
ernment alone but is the collective
responsibility of every individual.
It is built around four themes,
namely to “Increase livability to
enhance quality of life”, “Up-
grade the economy to raise house-
hold incomes”, “Empower people
to strengthen civic participation”
and “Invest in built environment
to improve resilience”.

In a random survey, Buletin
Mutiara spoke to some Penan-
gites on their perception of Pen-
ang2030. Below are their views
and feedback.

Paveethiraa, 26, private sector
employee:

I’'m glad
the state
government
is keen on
lifting the
state to
greater
heights. [
They have
been active-
ly implementing various initia-
tives to enhance digital technol-
ogy services, attract investments,
upgrade the economy, promote
tourism and so forth.

The Penang2030 plan must
ensure all policy-making actions
benefit the people. I believe that
the end result of the 2030 plan
would bring happiness and pros-

. Kon Yeow

perity to the state and people.

Lee Keng Fatt, 57, creative
editor:

We may
be having a
hot spell
now but just
afew months
back, we ex-
perienced
wet weather
and flood
problems.

Having said that, Penang peo-
ple look to the state government
to remedy the situation or allevi-
ate the perennial flood problems
in the state.

To be fair to the state govern-
ment, they did not receive much
aid from Putrajaya in the past 10
years to do mitigation works.

Penang urgently needs to build
better infrastructure to cope with
flood and traffic woes. If they are
achieved, I am confident the goals
of Penang2030 will be realised.

Yeoh Yu Zhe, 18, student:
I feel )

lucky to be F

invited for
the FB fans
meet-up ses- J
sion with |
CM Chow

1|'

recently and |'
I later also H8
attended his
launching of Penang2030 book.
Penang is a food paradise and
always welcomes local and for-
eign tourists. Thus, I support the
local governments (either MBPP
or MPSP) for installing CCTVs
to boost security and safety.
Although we have cleaners
doing their job daily, I wish that
the authorities would strengthen

enforcement besides educating
the public on cleanliness.

The Penang2030 contents are
very impressive. As a Penangite,
I hope that state government,
stakeholders and others will work
together to realise Penang2030
vision as soon as possible by
balancing the development of the
state and its ecosystem. Penang
deserves a better future.

Ooi Lai Ter, 34, pharmacist:

I like Pen-
ang2030
particularly
for prioritis-
ing the im-
portance of
the family
unit. It’s not
just about
the develop-
ment of
one’s own family but the building
of the people as one big family.

I hope the Penang government
will disseminate more informa-
tion to the public so that all will
understand the roles each indi-
vidual can play.

Other concepts in the Pen-
ang2030 like turning Penang into
a green state and modernising its
various sectors are commendable.

_ 1 I'hope the Penang2030 concepts
i can be implemented successfully.

If the vision becomes a reality, the
Penang people are the ones who
will benefit.

Roshannisa Che Kassim,
45, businesswoman:

I'hope the
Penang2030
vision will
come true as
it covers all
aspects of
human life
and affects F&®

every Penangite. It will help
make Penang residents become
more progressive, live in a health-
ier and peaceful environment by
2030.

The thing I like most about
Penang2030 is gender equality.
More women must be given the
opportunity to make decisions.

Muhammad Shahrizul Muiz
Bin Mohamed Nasir, 27, per-
sonal assis- s

tant.

Firstly,
congratula-
tions to
Chief Minis-
ter Chow
Kon Yeow
for coming
out with Penang2030.

As ayoung man who has lived
in Penang for the past 27 years,
also under the chief ministership
of Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and
Lim Guan Eng before, [ am proud
that Chow wants to make Penang
a state that the world and the
society highly respect and can
look up to.

I fully support his plan, which
gives prominence to uplifting our
livelihood, economy and civic
participation towards a progres-
sive state.

If we look at the young gen-
eration today, the biggest issue
confronting them is affordable
housing in Penang. Even if they
get an offer of a housing unit, the
majority do not qualify for bank
loans based on their income.

Furthermore, an applicant
needs to wait at least five years to
get an offer.

But I am happy to note that

| state Housing, Local Govern-

ment, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo has assured

'w-q._}
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that more affordable homes
would be built.

The Penang2030 plan will also
focus on providing various fa-
cilities for recreation, sports, arts
and culture. Penang Hill is one
good example of where the im-
provements made have drawn as
many as 244,000 tourists in De-
cember.

The ongoing ‘Gurney Wharf”
project, which is of world-class
standard, will be a pride of the
state. The diversity of activities
that will happen there in a green
atmosphere is in line with the
state’s plan of a ‘Cleaner, Green-
er Penang’.

Penang2030 needs every Pen-
angite’s effort to make it a suc-
cess. So, we need to cooperate
with the state government to
make this vision come true for
ourselves and our children.

Fruitful
engagement
session

IT was a fruitful gathering for
150 participants from 30 state
agencies when a team-building
lab on the Penang2030 vision
was held at Hotel Jen.

The participants, divided
into four groups, not only lis-
tened to the four different
themes of the Penang2030 vi-
sion but also contributed ideas
during the team-building lab
on July 11.

The vision, launched by
Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow last August, is to build a
‘Family-Focused Green and
Smart State that Inspires the
Nation’.

Several engagement exer-
cises were held much earlier
for stakeholders both on the
island and mainland, State
Secretariat personnel, state
executive councillors, Mem-
bers of Parliament and State
Assembly, and heads of depart-
ments and heads of agencies.

The engagement session on
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Ng opening one of the durians while the MBPP workers look on

during the feast.

Fruity treat

MORE than 150 people were
on July 11 treated to a fruit feast
organised by the service centre
of Air [tam assemblyman Joseph
Ng.

The people, who came to in-
dulge in durians, rambutans, and
cempedak, consisted of Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
workers, enforcement officers
and Northeast district office
personnel.

Volunteers assisting in serv-

ing the Air Itam and Air Putih
constituencies and a team from
Buletin Mutiara were also there
to enjoy the feast.

Ng said the fruit party was to
appreciate the people who have
worked tirelessly to ensure a
better community.

“We want to show our grati-
tude as all of them have given
their full commitment when
discharging their duties,” he
said.

AUGUST 1-— 15,2019

Chow sharing a light moment with the pupils of the primary school after the event.

First school in
Penang to instal
solar panels

Story by Edmund Lee
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

JK (C) BENG TEIK in

Bukit Mertajam became the
first school in Penang to instal solar
panels introduced by Tenaga Na-
sional Berhad (TNB).

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said this was in line with the state
government’s initiative towards
green technology.

He said this effort of equipping
the premises with solar power
could potentially produce more
than the total electricity generated
in the country.

He said the solar panels could
help to reduce electricity tariffs,
especially for commercial and in-
dustrial usage.

“This initiative leads towards
sustainable development. I sin-
cerely hope this collaboration can
be expanded to other schools in the

-
r

state,” he said after attending the
signing ceremony between TNB

2 g i . IJ.I_-;::-Ir'-jl;(i.rr::--.IL:!.-;.-'r_:.I:'::I pok wangr, and the school in Bukit Mertajam
e : R RS S _ @ il st A on July 11.

emohon yang layak akan
menjalani pemeriksaan

Chow said the state welcomed
this collaboration to promote solar
energy.

“All these efforts are meant to
encourage usage of environmental-
friendly products,” he added.

Also present was TNB chiefretail
officer Megat Jalaluddin Megat
Hassan.

Megat Jalaluddin, meanwhile,
said the contract signed between the
school and TNB was for 25 years.

He said the installation would

MAMMOGRAM SAYA ABNORMALT take about six months and was ex-

8 . ey _ pected to be completed by end of

Q 9 A UNTuk panyicsatan janjut this year.

Sy rap aran MeaK. “We are spending between

-Nl O i e RM400,000 and RM500,000 for

' e this project,” he said, adding that it

helped to reduce electric tariffs by
15 t0 20%.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
howkon % nan v.m

ET% 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasam nang.gov.m

ET% 04 -383 9131
F) 04 - 383 9131

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG
N.01 PENAGA

No Tel/ No Faks

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 -262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz
m ria.aam@gmail.com

04 - 649 3976
04 - 649 3976

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman (T
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

ET% 04 -390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
j ingh nan v.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-576 7606

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.arifin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ET% 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013 -399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lorahim
n21adunsgacheh@gmail.com

(M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid

32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim

N.0O1 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@sireamyx.com

04 - 228 8482
04-2288514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato' Jasmin Mohamad

jmmohamed002@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysrregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Selberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

HERITAGE FOREST 5 CHALLENGE

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Kalendar Pelancongan

257"

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

ORA
<> 155KM

@ TAMAN REKREASI KUARI, TAMAN BOTANI, PENANG

Online Registration at

festyle.com/

yents/pohilichallenge2019

Online Registration at
http.//www.actifestyle.com/events/pghillchallenge2019

25hb Ogos 2019
Penang Hill Heritage Forest Challenge 2019
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MPSP 2019
Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390

A'ziss Zainal Abiddin 017 - 938 9192
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397
Pakianathan

Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2229
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113
Kirupanantha

Johnson a/I 012 - 424 5745
Anthonysamy

Kang Yau Chuang 010 - 829 3904

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
Kewarganegaraan
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai 019 -457 2271
Tengah
5. Vadi Velan A/L Seberang Perai 011 - 1144 1816
Subramaniam Selatan
Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

Khong Chee Seong

011 -1522 6628

MBPP 2019 .
Nama Telefon
MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818

Kumaran A/L Krishnan

012 - 464 4697

Aidi Akhbal Mohamed Zainon

012 - 464 3004

Marshidaliza Marzuki

011 - 3929 9023

Azahari Aris

016 - 499 2580

Azli Ibrahim

011 - 2432 9007

Dr. Chee Heng Leng

017 - 333 9366

Francis a/l Joseph

012-474 3321

Gerald Mak Mun Keong

Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013-770 1001
Nasir 013 - 503 3349
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456
Mohamad Nor

Mohamad Akmal Azhar 019 -518 5145
Ong Jing Cheng 012 -758 3779

016 - 445 5709

Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571

Harvindar Singh a/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250
Singh

Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276
Latifah Hussainsa 013 -436 1999

Nurliyana Mohd Ramzi

011 - 3922 4080

Nur Zarina Zakaria

011 -1578 5098

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
016 - 452 6499 !
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Ong Kean Peng 012-629 1133 !
Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 5100075
Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 463 2787
Shahrudin Mohamed Sharriff 012 - 428 3160
Shung Yin Ni 012 - 413 9246

Tan Hooi Peng

012 - 498 6212

Ooi Yong Wooi 016-421 1196
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-3807672
Tan Chee Teong 012 -4017718
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101
Tengku Rasidah Tengku 019 - 4731323
Kamarudin

Wong Chee Keet 012-4511312
Zaini Awang 019 - 546 3115
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Tan Seng Keat 012-438 6191
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Vino Dini a/p Chandragason 016 - 439 9358
Pitchy

Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121
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Am1r the toast of
the Malaysian

judo team

FIFTEEN-YEAR-OLD
Amir Daniel Abdul Majeed of
Malaysia stole the show in the
recent Macau Cadet and Junior
Asian Cup 2019 and Hong
Kong Cadet and Junior Asian
Cup 2019 judo championships.

Competing for the first time
overseas, the 15-year-old Pen-
ang Free School student won
one gold and three bronze med-
als from the two international
championships.

Two other Malaysian judokas
— Goh Xuan Le and Tan Tze
Ning — who are also from Pen-

ang had a successful outing too.

Xuan Le, 20, bagged one
gold and one silver while Tze
Ning, 16, collected one bronze
medal.

Both Amir and Xuan Le, to-
gether with coach Chew Li Ying
and referee Ooi Way Loon, flew
home to a warm reception by
state Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee
and their family members at the
Penang International Airport at
about 12.30am on July 16.

Tze Ning, meanwhile, was to
fly back a day later.

Xuan Le and Amir showmg off their medals at the Penang International A|rport

The others who also wel-
comed them were Telok Bahang
assemblyman Zolkifly Md La-
zim, Penang State Sports Coun-
cil director Frederick Tan,
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Malaysian Judo Federation
secretary-general Johnny Khoo,
Penang Judo Association vice-
president Justin Khoo and coach
Md Nashriq Md Nassir.

Soon said the creditable
achievements of the three ath-
letes showed that discipline was
a very important factor in their
success.

He added that they were
among six judokas who bene-
fited from a two-week training
stint in Okayama Shoka Univer-
sity in Japan beginning from
late May.

“They follow a time-table
and a daily schedule of what
they must do. A good result will
follow when one does not give
up. We want to send this mes-
sage out to the selected athletes,
some of whom are not taking it
seriously,” Soon said.

“No problem if they fail. But
if they keep trying, they will get
the results. We’ll support those
who are serious all the way.

“Penang has Nicol (David)
and Datuk Lee Chong Wei. We
want other sports to develop
their champions.”

Both Soon and Tan lauded
the efforts of the association’s
officials, like Johnny and Jus-
tin, and the athletes’ parents for
helping to groom the athletes.

For Amir, the two interna-
tional tournaments could be the
start of a bright journey towards
judo glory if he keeps his focus
and his head as well.

“I was nervous at the start.
But after talking with my coach,
I felt a bit more relaxed. Then,
after I had won my first fight, I
grew in confidence,” recalled
Amir, who stands at about
174cm (5°7”) tall.

En route to the gold medal in

the -73kg division of the Cadet
(15-18 years) category in Ma-
cau, Amir overcame Lai Ka
Hang of Hong Kong in the first
round, Serikbol Yestay of Ka-
zakhstan in the quarter-finals,
Eisa Al Thumairi of United
States Arab in the semi-finals
and Tilegen Tynarbay of Ka-
zakhstan in the final.

Sharing Amir’s joy at the
airport were his parents, Abdul
Majeed Mohamed Hussain and
Yeoliana Yeoh Suat Khim.

For Xuan Le, she found the
going quite tough in the Asian
Cup Junior Macau champion-
ship. She first lost to South
Korean Jang Segun but beat a
Macau opponent to claim the
silver medal.

Although carrying an old
back injury, Xuan Le managed
to win a gold medal in the sub-
sequent Junior championship in
Hong Kong. She beat Ting
Chang of Taiwan in the quarter-
finals, Myagmarjav Vanchig-
dorj of Mongolia in the semi-
finals and Steffi Burra of New
Zealand in the final.

Beaming with pride at the
airport was Xuan Le’s father,
Wilson Goh, who has been giv-
ing her moral and financial
support which included a year
of study at the International
Budo University in Japan last
year.

“My focus now will be get-
ting gold in the SEA Games
with the team,” Xuan Le said.

The Games will be held in
the Philippines in December.

The third judoka, Tze Ning,
too has the potential. The Chung
Ling High School student has
done well considering the lim-
ited time he has put into training
because of his studies.
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HIEF Minister Chow Kon

Yeow launched the “Penang
2020: BE Unfiltered”, a new cam-
paign by Penang Convention &
Exhibition Bureau (PCEB), at the
Hin Bus Depot in George Town to
attract more quality business events
to Penang.

The campaign was launched on
July 12 in conjunction with “Expe-
rience Penang Year 2020” and
“Visit Malaysia 2020”.

He said the campaign is sup-
ported by more than 10 core indus-
try players, including PCEB’s
strategic airline partner Malaysia
Airlines.

“Business events are crucial for
the economy and the development
of Penang because the industry has
the potential to go beyond just
bringing in more quality tourists to
the state,” Chow said in his speech
during the launch of ‘Penang 2020:
BE Unfiltered’.

“Take for instance, the World
Congress on Information Technol-
ogy or WCIT that Penang is hosting
in 2020.

“It is the largest business event
for the IT sector and is expected to
draw 4,000 international delegates
to the state.

Eyeing more quality
business events

“Even more significant is the
potential investments that are ex-
pected to come to Penang as a result
of us hosting this one congress.

“When WCIT was last hosted in
Malaysia in 2008, it brought in
RMB.3 billion of investments, and
we hope that next year it will bring
in RM10 billion worth of invest-
ments. This is just one congress.
PCEB is currently bidding for more
conferences up to the year 2026.”

Earlier in his speech, Chow said
part of the Penang2030 vision that
he announced last August was also
to develop the tourism sector.

He said he was happy to note
that some of the initiatives taken by
the state exco office for Tourism
Development, Arts, Culture &
Heritage included the “Experience
Penang Year 2020” campaign
(EPY2020) and the Penang Tour-
ism Masterplan.

School holds international student
camp with elements of MUN

ALTHOUGH Chung Ling High
School (Penang) has organised
various international student camps
over the past few years, this was
the first time the school held an
international student camp that
incorporated the elements of Mod-
el United Nations (MUN) into it.

The MUN is an academic activ-
ity where students learn about di-
plomacy, international relations
and the United Nations (UN).

Some 100 students from coun-
tries such as Thailand, Taiwan,
China and Malaysia took part in
the five-day International Model
United Nations Camp 2019 at the
school from July10.

The camp, themed “Blazing the
Trail”, hoped to expand students’
horizons on world issues and aca-
demic research.

Chung Ling High School prin-
cipal Soo Seng Poh said the event
would enhance leadership quali-
ties, critical thinking, negotiation
skills, teamwork and the ability to
deal with unexpected situations.

“Such skills are important and
crucial for our younger generation
to stand out in today’s dynamic
world,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who attended the launch of
the event, stressed the importance
of mastering the 4Cs (communica-

tion, collaboration, creativity, and
critical thinking).

“The 3Rs (Reading, Writing and
Arithmetic) will only help you to
excel in your academics but mas-
tering the 4Cs will help you to
succeed in this modern world.

“You are the future leaders of
your respective countries; hence, it
is important for you to possess the
4Cs which will make you stand out
among the rest.

“We view the development of
soft skills among the people as
something extremely important,
especially for our future genera-
tion.

“These skills are crucial to
achieve the Penang2030 vision; a
vision that aligns with selected
sustainable development goals
(SGDs) of the United Nation,” he
said.

Chow said that the state govern-
ment encouraged the people to take
part in policy-making.

“We encourage them to be more
proactive and to exercise greater
control over their lives. We also
urge them to be more optimistic
and rational thinking,” he added.

Also present were Air Itam as-
semblyman Joseph Ng and Chung
Ling High School Board of Direc-
tors chairman Datuk Seri Koay
Hean Eng.

Chow (fourth from right) and Yeoh (fourth from left) showing the turtle-shaped souvenirs they
received at the launch of the campaign. The others are (from left) Cheah, Tan, Rowena, Ashwin,

Bagang and Khoo.

Also present at the launch were
Tourism Development, Heritage,
Culture and Arts Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin, PCEB chief
executive officer Ashwin Gu-
nasekaran, MOTAC Penang direc-
tor Jonathan Freddy P. Bagang and
Malaysia Convention & Exhibition
Bureau (MyCEB) CEO Datuk
Zulkefli Sharif.

The others included Tourism

Malaysia Northern Region director
Ahmad Husni Ahmad Basri, Ma-
laysia Association of Hotels (MAH)
Penang Chapter chairman Khoo
Boon Lim, Hin Bus Depot owner
Tan Shih Thoe, Malaysia Airlines’
Mile manager Rowena Abd Sitra
and Dreamz director W.Y. Cheah.

Yeoh, in his speech, said his
committee and the state govern-
ment fully understood the impor-

tance of the tourism sector as part
of the economic contribution to the
state.

“To further promote the growth
of the Business Events sector, we
are working on getting more direct
flights to Penang to increase the
connectivity network and make
Penang appeal more as a choice
destination for Business Events,”
Yeoh said.
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Penang continues to grow in

medical tourism

ESPITE being the second smallest state in
the country, Penang continues to shine in
medical tourism.

The healthcare sector has seen robust growth
over the past few years with the setting up of
medical institutions across the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said the state’s
popularity in the medical tourism industry at-
tracted many visitors to Penang for treatment.

He said this was in line with state government’s
aspiration to make Penang an ideal health tourism
hub.

“The state cannot achieve this alone without the
help of medical institutions and medical practition-
ers.

“In order to achieve this, we need to place im-
portance on the healthcare industry,” Chow said in
his speech before the groundbreaking ceremony
of Georgetown Specialist Hospital in Jalan Masjid
Negeri on July 6.

He also commended the hospital for continu-
ously enhancing patient care.

Dr Liong Men Long, Medan City Government
representative officer Eddy Virgo, state Youth and
Sports Committee chairman Soon Lip Chee and
state Agriculture, Agro-based Industries, Rural
Development and Health Committee chairman Dr
Afif Bahardin.

Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh and Air
Itam assemblyman Joseph Ng were also at the
ceremony.

The hospital which is situated along Jalan Mas-
jid Negeri has three phases of development.

Liong told reporters that the first phase involved
the refurbishment of the hospital building with
various medical equipment.

“The first phase has been completed, while
phase two and three are expected to be completed
in three or four years,” he said, adding that the
entire development would take place atthe 1.7-acre
land.

The remaining two development phases will
involve an estimated investment of about RM350
million and see the hospital having the capacity to

The first phase of the hospital has been completed and is in operation.

Also present were the hospital’s chairman Datuk

accommodate 300 beds.

Old folks get appreciation aid
in the comfort of their home

A TOTAL of 38 senior citizens from
the Little Sisters of the Poor, Penang,
received RM130 each through the Pen-
ang Senior Citizens Appreciation Pro-
gramme 2019 recently.

Air Itam assemblyman Joseph Ng and
Northeast District and Land Office rep-
resentatives visited them and gave out
the aid on July 9.

According to Ng, the old folks are
normally not able to queue up to receive
their money.

“To ease their worries, we decided to

go straight to the homes and present the
aid to some old folks who had not yet
received their money.

“This is one of the services that we
can provide to them.

“This is our first stop here at Little
Sisters of the Poor. It will be followed
by visits to Penang Home for the Infirm
and Aged, and Silver Jubilee Home for
the Aged,” said Ng.

The recipients at the Little Sisters of
the Poor were understandably thankful
and cheerful.

Happy old folks after receiving their financial aid from Ng (standing, third from left).
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Temple to be restored after
being damaged in fire

THE 133-year-old Hock Teik Cheng
Sin Temple, which was badly damaged
in a fire recently, will form a team of
engineers to help in the restoration
works.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who
visited the temple on July 6, said an
expert engineer could assist them carry
out the restoration works by making an
application to Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) as soon as possible.

He believes the temple committee has
decided to carry out restoration works
on the temple’s interior that was badly
burnt on July 4.

Chow said George Town World Her-
itage Incorporated (GTWHI) had sub-
mitted a report on the condition of the

temple as instructed by the state govern-
ment.

“As GTWHI has no expertise in
structural issues such as the safety struc-
tures, the report recommended the tem-
ple committee to appoint expert engi-
neers to assess the safety of the build-
ing,” Chow told a press conference after
visiting the temple.

It was reported that some precious
cultural relics in the temple, located in
Jalan Pasar, Bukit Mertajam, were de-
stroyed in the fire.

Also present were State Welfare, Car-
ing Society and Environment Committee
chairman Phee Boon Poh, Berapit as-
semblyman Heng Lee Lee and other
guests.
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Penang positive

of more US
investments

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

HE Penang government is

looking ahead to stronger
collaboration and engagement
with investors from the United
States to further drive the state
forward.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who attended the 243rd US
Independence Day gala dinner on
July 5, acknowledged the warm
friendship and significant bilateral
relationship Penang has built over
many years with the United States.

“With an investment history of
more than 60 years and counting,
US investors are among the largest
FDI contributors with an accumu-
lated value of approximately
RM14.8 billion for the years 2008-
2018,” Chow said in his speech.

“In the latest data released by
MIDA (Malaysian Investment
Development Authority), I am
happy to share that US investment
itself accounted for almost RM6.2
billion in Quarter 1 of 2019 —
which is 73% share of the total

FDI recorded for the state.

“These investments have con-
tributed to job creation and pro-
vided opportunities for our supply
chain ecosystem to thrive through
knowledge and technology trans-
fer.

“With our 50 years of indus-
trial experience and your unremit-
ting support, I am sure Penang will
continue to rise to the challenge of
being ‘Asia’s Silicon Valley’.”

Also present at the dinner were
US Ambassador to Malaysia Ka-
mala Shirin Lakhdhir, Deputy
Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy, organising chairman Lim
Yong Yin, co-chairman Datuk
P’ng Soo Hong and adviser Datuk
Seri S.H. Wong and Hotel Equato-
rial executive assistant manager
Rina Mariani.

Chow also thanked the many
US companies and individuals for
their participation and commit-
ment to the state’s various STEM
initiatives.

He also said the state was work-
ing towards advancing the readi-
ness of the local manufacturing
industries for the digital age and

¥

Chow (third from left) and Lakhdhir (fourth from left) in a cheerful mood as they celebrate the 243rd US
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Independence Day at Hotel Equatorial together with (from left) P’ng, Wong, Rina and Ramasamy.

the green economy. This is re-
flected in the Penang2030 vision
for the state to become a ‘Family-
focused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation.’

Lakhdhir thanked Chow and his
team for their help in ensuring the
positive business climate for US
firms to grow their global supply
operations in Penang.

“US firms are the largest em-
ployers in Penang. They provide
critical training, talent develop-
ment and consistently contributed
in so many ways to the commu-
nity,” Lakhdhir said in her speech.

She also commended the Amer-
ican Malaysia Chamber of Com-
merce (AMCHAM) for its contri-
bution, adding that AMCHAM
was respected and consulted in
Penang and Kuala Lumpur, and
across Malaysia and Washington

Exchanging ideas on
creating smart state

DC.

She also praised US companies
operating in Malaysia as an out-
standing example of the private
sector creating creative and inno-
vative products for global markets.

“This year we are celebrating
another anniversary — American
innovation, imagination and tire-
less perseverance that success-
fully landed Neil Armstrong and
Buzz Aldrin on the moon on July
20, 1969,” Lakhdhir said.

“Tonight, we celebrate the
power of “We the People in achiev-
ing our common shared dreams of
liberty and democratic rule as well
as the extraordinary scientific
achievement’.

“Amazingly, three companies
here tonight were critical to the
1969 moon landing — Motorola,
HP and Honeywell.”

Instilling passion for
engineering among youngsters

Since Armstrong’s famous
words, “One small step for man,
one giant leap for mankind”, were
uttered from the moon, so much
technological advances have been
made.

This prompted Lakhdhir to say,
“Hello Mars!” to the laughter and
warm applause from the crowd.

Lim, who is the organising
chairman, said apart from organis-
ing the gala dinner to signify the
strong relationships between the
United States and Malaysia, the
event attracted 51 sponsors (com-
pared to 43 last year) which helped
contribute to five charitable or-
ganisations.

The recipients were Penang
Cheshire Home, Sunshine Cottage
Welfare Society, Happy Retire-
ment Home, Lion Reach and
AMCHAM CSR Fund.

THE Penang government has always
been actively cooperating with private
companies to move towards the goal
of becoming a smart state.

Speaking at the 2019 Malaysian-
Taiwan Smart City and Green Tech-
nology forum at Spice Convention
Centre in Relau on June 5, Housing,
Local Government, Town and Coun-
try Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said the state has
carried out a series of initiatives to
help reach this goal.

Several participants, speakers and
urban scholars from Taiwan and Pen-
ang were invited to attend and ex-
change ideas on the creation of a smart
city as well as achieving a better
sustainable green environment.

“At present, Penang’s 3G network
coverage rate has reached 100%, and
4G coverage rate is at 97.7%. The
Penang government is also preparing
to move towards the 5G era,” Jagdeep

said in his speech.

He pointed out that among the ini-
tiatives Penang took were the Penang
Digital Library, S.T.E.A.M. lab and
Maker Fair, Smart Bus Stop, Trash 2
Treasure effort, Crush Aedes Totally
(CAT), Intelligent Operation Centre
and Penang smart parking (launching
in August 2019).

Industry, Science and Technology
International Strategy Centre (ISTI),
Industrial Technology Research Insti-
tute deputy director-general Dr Jack
Chang, who was also present, said
many local governments or countries
were aiming towards achieving sus-
tainable city.

“Today’s forum brings together
private companies and related or-
ganisations to share their insights on
smart cities and explore how to use
them together. Different ways to move
towards the same goal,” Chang said
in his speech.

PENANG, which is known as one of the most
industrialised states in Malaysia, encourages the
rise of more engineers.

“I hope many youngsters will be inspired to
become engineers, as we need more engineers
not only in Penang but also Malaysia as a whole,”
said state Works, Ultilities and Flood Mitigation
Committee chairman Zairil Khir Johari at the
launch of the IEM (Institution of Engineers
Malaysia) Young Engineers National Summit
2019 on July 5.

“We want to work towards becoming an ad-
vanced and developed country with high income
economy as well as having highly-skilled work-
ers and professionals,” added Zairil.

“Penang, being the Silicone Valley of the East,
hosts a large number of the world’s largest tech
corporations employing thousands of engineers
in our free industrial zones.

“We have many young engineers, both local
and foreign, working here, especially in Bayan
Lepas, Penang Science Park and Batu Kawan.

“This means apart from having many oppor-
tunities to ply their trade, they can also develop
themselves further.”

The IEM Young Engineers National Summit
2019 (NATSUM 2019) is an annual meet up
between the nation’s young engineers and stu-
dents for team building activities and knowledge
sharing.

Every year, each IEM branch nationwide will
take turns to host NATSUM and this year the
baton is passed to the [EM Penang branch.

Apart from that, Zairil stated that there will
be many opportunities for engineers in Penang
in years to come.

He said the state government is always sup-
portive of the STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) initiatives in the
state.

Also present were I[EM Penang branch chair-
man Yau Ann Nian and IEM council member Dr
Ng Soon Ching who represented the [EM
president.
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worksite

HE Department of Occupa-
tional Safety and Health
(DOSH) is planning to make the
Occupational Safety and Health in
Construction Industry (Manage-
ment) (OSCHIM) guideline manda-
tory by the first quarter of next year.
DOSH Malaysia director-gener-
al Omar Mat Piah said the depart-
ment is now engaging with stake-
holders involved in the construction
industry.

“We have trainings and dia-
logues with associations and institu-
tions such as the Master Builders
Association Malaysia (MBAM),
and The Institution of Engineers,
Malaysia.

“The guideline is there to create
awareness on occupational safety
and the responsibility of all parties
involved.

“Currently, the main contractor
is held liable for any untoward inci-
dents that occur on-site.

“By amending the Occupational
Safety and Health Act 1994 to in-
clude OSCHIM and making it
mandatory, occupational safety will
be a shared responsibility among the
contractors, the project owner and
the project designer.

“Every party is responsible to
ensure the workplace is safe for the
workers and others. If everyone
plays their role, we can be better.

“We use countries such as Sin-
gapore, Australia and the United
Kingdom as benchmarks to im-
prove,” he told a press conference

after attending the first Penang In-
ternational Construction Confer-
ence 2019 at The TOP in Komtar on
July 18.

Omar said DOSH was concerned
with the many fatalities that oc-
curred in the construction industry.

MBAM president Foo Chek Lee
said a study found that 30% to 40%
of worksite accidents were caused
by design failure or inaccurate de-
sign.

“Meanwhile in Malaysia, the
main contractor is held responsible
for any untoward incidents that hap-
pen on-site.

“That is why we are working
with DOSH and the Construction
Industry Development Board
(CIDB) to promote the OSCHIM
guideline,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
congratulated MBAM and the Pen-
ang Master Builders and Building
Materials Dealers Association
(PMBBMDA) for jointly organis-
ing the conference.

The Penang government, CIDB,
Social Security Organisation Ma-
laysia (Socso), DOSH and the Na-
tional Council for Occupational
Safety and Health (NCOSH) sup-
ported the event.

“The conference is held during
this crucial moment in Penang. You
must have heard of the Penang
Transport Master Plan (PTMP); our
effort to create a highly livable,
economically vibrant and socially
inclusive community in Penang.

Foo Chek Lee.

“There are good prospects for the
Penang construction industry in the
coming years, in view of several
major infrastructure projects.

“These major infrastructure
works require technology special-
ists and work safety compliance.

“There are challenges to be
faced and managed despite what is
seen as a good period for the con-
struction industry. Thus, your theme
‘Safety and Innovation’ is both
timely and relevant,” Chow said.

About 200 participants attended
the conference.

Among those present were state
executive councillors and PMBBM-
DA president Datuk Lim Chee
Tong.

When ‘Silicon Valley of the East’ met
global ICT industry powerhouse

THE third Taiwan Expo in Malay-
sia has been successfully held for
the first time in Penang.

Taiwan External Trade Develop-
ment Council (TAITRA) chairman
James C. F. Huang said the two-day
expo was expected to generate
significant business opportunities
between Taiwan and Malaysia.

“The previous two expos were
held in Kuala Lumpur but because
Penang is special, we have decided
to hold the third one here.

“Penang is the ‘Silicon Valley of
the East’ and George Town is a
Unesco World Heritage Site. The
people here are friendly, and Penang
has the best scenery,” Huang told a
press conference before opening the
Taiwan Expo 2019 at Setia SPICE
Convention Centre on July 5.

Huang said the Taiwan Expo
2019 focused on green technology,
Industry 4.0, smart city, Taiwanese
cultural elements and Taiwanese
lifestyle, among others.

“Iam sure you will find it reward-
ing to visit our show. We included
the best technology, products and
innovations in the expo.

“The earlier two expos have at-
tracted more than 43,000 visitors
and generated many business op-
portunities for Malaysia and Tai-
wan,” he said, adding that Taiwan
is the global ICT industry power-
house.

He likened the Taiwan Expo
2019 to “Silicon Valley of the East”
meeting the “Powerhouse of the
Global ICT Industry”.

“There is a possibility that we
will be back in Penang for the next
Taiwan Expo in Malaysia,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow

thanked TAITRA for selecting Pen-
ang as the venue for its interna-
tional exhibition.

“Taiwan has a strong business
cluster in Penang. It has always been
on the top five of investors in the
state.

“There are ample opportunities
for Taiwan businesses to invest in
Penang and we welcome such
investment.

“We hope to attract more in-
vestments to the state including
those from Taiwan.

“It is in line with our position
of being a manufacturing hub;
having a strong electrical and
electronics (E&E) sector and our
emerging services sector,” Chow
said.

Later in his speech, Chow said
the Taiwan Expo had emerged as
the biggest platform for Taiwanese
companies to interact with busi-
nesses from Malaysia and other
Asean countries.

“Penang has an open economy
with more than 95% of its GDP
derived from the manufacturing
and services industries.

“In the first quarter of this year,
Penang had successfully attracted
RMS.85 billion of the total ap-
proved manufacturing invest-
ments in Malaysia.

“We are constantly ranked
among the top investment destina-
tions in the country over the last
five decades,” Chow said.

The Taiwan Expo 2019 was
held at the Setia SPICE Conven-
tion Centre on July 5 and 6. The
expo showcased products by ap-
proximately 140 Taiwanese manu-
facturers.

PHC aspires to achleve greater mllestones

ONE of the must visit places in Penang, the
Penang Hill, saw a tremendous increase in the
number of visitors last year.

According to Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who is also the chairman of the Penang
Hill Corporation (PHC), the number of pas-
sengers using the funicular train recorded last
year was 1.74 million.

“This shows an increase of 26.14% com-
pared to 2017,” Chow said during his speech
at the Penang Hill Corporation Annual Dinner
on July 5.

“The PHC has taken the initiative to get
Penang Hill listed as a Unesco Biosphere
Reserve last year.

“If it is successful, then it will be another
milestone for Penang Hill which we can be
proud of,” Chow added.

Chow also encouraged PHC to keep striv-
ing for excellence and not to be satisfied with
its achievements.

He said the real challenge after achieving

Some of the recipients of the long service awards in a group picture with Cheok (fifth
from left) and Chow (sixth from left).

great heights is the ability to maintain it.
“To the PHC team, I hope that you will
continue to work as a team to achieve PHC’s
mission and vision to be a preferred hill resort
of choice in the country.
“The state government will grant its great-

est support to realise this,” he said.

Apart from that, Chow also shared the
progress of the upgrading work at the upper
station (Phase 4).

“After the completion of the upgrading
work at the lower station last year, we are now

moving towards upgrading the waiting area
at the upper station.

“This is to make the environment more
conducive for the Penang Hill visitors,” he
added.

PHC general manager Cheok Lay Heng
conveyed his vision of making PHC a world
class organisation.

“We want to achieve world-class standards,
and this year we are aiming to pass the ISO
standard of 9001 and 50001.

“And once we pass that, we want to pass
the safety standard which is EN 12397.”
Cheok added.

At the dinner, long-serving staff members
were also given awards of appreciation for
their service.

Also present were State Secretary Datuk
Seri Farizan Darus, Datuk Seri Lee Kah
Choon, the special adviser to the Chief Min-
ister, and Pulau Tikus assemblyman Chris
Lee.
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Sharing the j

of diversity

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Alissala Thian
and Christopher Tan

EOPLE from near and

far recently thronged the
George Town World Heritage
Site enclave to experience the
multicultural traditions in Pen-
ang.

The streets of George Town
came alive with the melodious
sound of kompang (handheld
drum), the Hanagasa Ondo
folk song from Japan, and
many other community-pow-
ered workshops.

The George Town Heritage
Celebrations 2019, themed
“Let’s Celebrate — Rituals and
Festive Events”, was organ-
ised by the George Town
World Heritage Incorporated
(GTWHI).

The Street Festival, which
was part of the celebration,
drew thousands of visitors to
the event.

Celebration-goers were able
to take part in 22 interactive
community workshops besides
deepening their knowledge in
traditions and cultures.

Cultural performances at
the main stage in Armenian
Park and the dance floor in
Jalan Masjid Kapitan Keling
showcased the George Town’s
rich cultural diversity.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow and several state assem-

blymen — Phee Boon Poh,
Soon Lip Chee, Joseph Ng,
Lim Siew Khim, and Daniel
Gooi — had a fun time engag-
ing the visitors during their
visit.

They happily agreed when
asked to showcase their danc-
ing skills.

“It is rather difficult for the
public to meet up with the
various local communities on

The main stage in Armenian Park showing a traditional Teochew

Opera performance.

common days. However, they
are gathered here today to of-
fer visitors an insight into their

0)

traditions and cultures.
“This is truly unity in diver-
sity,” Chow told reporters after

Visitors dance the Sangeet Bhangra during the George Town Heritage Celebrations 2019.

Visitors receiving their stamps after completing their ‘task’ at

“the activity stations.

Children playing the pallanguli.

visiting the GTWHS on July
6.

GTWHI general manager Dr
Ang Ming Chee said the cel-
ebration could draw about
20,000 visitors.

“This celebration is part of
our community empowerment

strategies to promote sustain-
able heritage tourism.

“Rituals and festive events
are significant traits of George
Town’s multicultural herit-
age,” Dr Ang said.

For more details, visit http://
gtwhi.com.my/gthc2019

Children creating the rice flour Rangoli during the George Town

Heritage Celebrations 2019.




promotes
a healthy
community

HE Penang government has always encouraged
the community to engage in sports and recrea-
tional activities.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said a united and
healthy community would create a society that not only
focuses on a developed but also a smart state.

He said the initiative was in line with the Penang2030
vision to inspire the nation to work towards a greater
achievement in sports.

Over the past years, Chow pointed out that the state
had been a badminton powerhouse — starting from the
days of the Choong brothers, Datuk Eddie and David,
till the recently-retired Datuk Lee Chong Wei.

“We are able to show the people that we can be suc-
cessful despite being made up of a heterogeneous so-
ciety.

“It is important for us to nurture the younger gen-
eration,” he said in his speech before opening the Pa-
dang Kota Red One Badminton Cup 2019 at Relau Sport
Complex on July 5.

Joining in the opening ceremony was state Youth and
Sports Committee chairman Soon Lip Chee.

Chow and Soon also showcased their badminton
skills at the event.

The tournament was a three-day event from July 5
until July 7, which featured 32 teams from Indonesia,
Philippines and Malaysia.

‘Brighter’ look for SGGS as
school gets 10 LED spotlights

ST Georges’ Girls School in Penang has brightened up
with the installation of 10 LED spotlights at its entrance
and exit points recently.

Its lush compound and the many rainforest trees
nearby have made SGGS the envy of many schools but
there are often times when the area can be quite dark.

Pulau Tikus assemblyman Chris Lee Chun Kit and
Penang Island City Council (MBPP) councillor Kaliyap-
pan P. Renganathan came to the school’s aid by looking
at its request for the installation of spotlights.

Kaliyappan said he used RM6,840 from his MBPP
allocation to instal the lights and also change the electri-
cal cables.

“I’m happy to be able to give some support to the
school for the safety of its students. The school com-
pound is usually dark in the early morning hours.

“This effort is in line with the state government’s
mission of providing a cleaner, greener, safer and
healthier Penang,” he told a press conference at the
school’s administration office on July 5.

Lee said he would raise other issues faced by the
school like rotten trees, the presence of pests like snakes,
mice and others to the authorities concerned.

“I hope these problems will be taken care off and
resolved as soon as possible,” he said.

Also present was school principal Athiyah Abd Razak.

Chow shows he knows a thing or two about badminton as he makes the first symbolic serve to start the event.
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