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EADING global medical

technology company Smith
+ Nephew has chosen Penang to
house its first manufacturing facil-
ity in Southeast Asia.

The company’s manufacturing
network strategy vice-president
Ross Macken said the company
specialises in surgical implants
and advance wound care products.

“We have been in business for
over 160 years. We were estab-
lished in 1856 in Hull, England.
We still have a significant manu-
facturing facility in Hull, today.

“We have grown considerably
since then, with an annual turno-
ver now approaching US$5 bil-
lion,” he told a press conference
during the investment announce-
ment ceremony in Komtar on Nov
19.

Macken said the company was
supported by some 16,000 em-
ployees worldwide.

Smith + Nephew also has a
presence in more than 100 coun-
tries.

“We have considered many
locations around the world before
we selected Malaysia, specifically
Penang, for our new world-class
facility,” he said.

Macken said the plant in Batu
Kawan would primarily support
Smith + Nephew’s orthopaedics
franchise which has been growing
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strongly recently in the Asia Pa-
cific region.

He said the construction of the
plant would begin early next year
“We expect the first shipment of
our products before the end of
2022. We expect to create up to
800 jobs over the first five years;
and that includes roles in manu-
facturing, engineering and supply
chain.

“We plan to start our recruit-
ment process next year,” he said.

Macken added that the facility
in Batu Kawan would be around
250,000sq ft with the
opportunity for future
expansion.

Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said
he was pleased with
the new investment
addition to the Batu
Kawan Industrial
Park.

He said Penang is
poised to further en-
hance and expand its
capability in medical
technology and devices
industry with the addition of
Smith + Nephew.

“I would like to congratulate
Smith + Nephew for this signifi-
cant investment in Penang, Ma-
laysia. We are proud to be your
destination of choice for invest-
ment.”

Chow said the state recorded
RM9.2 billion of total approved
manufacturing investment in the

7 Some of the surgical products
that are being manufactured by
Smith + Nephew.

first half of this year.

“I am very delighted to note
that we will be recording this
strategic investment from Smith
+ Nephew in the second half of
this year,” he said.

Chow said the electrical and
electronics (E&E) and semicon-
ductor-related industries were the
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important pillars of the state’s
export-driven economy for the
past decades.

“Howeyver, the medical tech-
nology and devices industry is
playing an increasingly important
role in Penang over the past 10
years,” he added.

Chow added that the Penang
government is committed to
working with the federal govern-
ment to attract investments that
are sustainable, as well as capital
and technology-intensive.

“We would like to thank the
Malaysian Investment Develop-
ment Authority (MIDA) for work-
ing closely with investPenang in
attracting high value investments;

Chow witnessing the exchange of documents between Macken
and Mohd Bazid (second from left). With them is Ramasamy (left).
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and the Ministry of Finance for
granting and extending tax incen-
tives to the high-tech new and
reinvestment projects,” he said.

Later, Chow witnessed the
exchange of documents between
Macken and PDC general man-
ager Datuk Mohd Bazid Abd
Kahar.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy, MIDA Penang director
Yusni Md Yusop, the Chief Min-
ister’s special advisor Datuk Seri
Lee Kah Choon, investPenang
chief executive officer Datuk Loo
Lee Lian and Smith + Nephew
Malaysia manufacturing site
leader Mark Arthun.
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HE country’s first Urban Ar-
chaeological Park at Sia Boey
site (in the vicinity of Prangin Mall)
was officially opened by Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow on Nov 9.
According to Chow, the park,
which is part of the Komtar Phase 5
development project (total area of
5.73 acre), would be instrumental in
telling the history of George Town.
The Sia Boey site is flanked by
Jalan Dr Lim Chwee Leong and
Jalan Magazine.
“Sia Boey was the trading hub
during the earlier days in George

Town and its activities were centred
at the Prangin Canal where the 19th
century Market Hall and shoplots
are located.

“The Sia Boey Rejuvenation
Project was launched on March 25,
2018 and the purpose of the project
is to transform Sia Boey into an area
of existing development as well as
conserving heritage and green parks
for a sustainable development.

“The project is also expected to
add value to George Town’s Unesco
sites since Jalan Dr Lim Chwee
Leong, where Sia Boey is situated,
is considered to be the border of the
Unesco heritage sites.

“The site (Sia Boey) is regarded
as a buffer zone to the Unesco herit-
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age site, therefore it is important to
retain its historical value,” added

Chow.

NI to invest RM170mil in expansion project

PENANG has continued to at-
tract foreign investments following
the announcement of National In-
struments (NI), the provider of
automated test equipment, to inject
a US$40 million (RM170 million)
expansion of its multifunctional
facility in Penang.

Its Asia Pacific manufacturing
vice-president and NI Penang
managing director P. Rajesh said
the expansion would take place at
the 2.4ha of land next to its current
facility.

He said 250 additional jobs
would be created for the next three
years as the broad-based expansion
involves investment in key areas,
such as research and development
(R&D), 5G manufacturing and
Asia Pacific sales shared service

centre.

“The construction is slated to
commence in the third quarter of
2021 while the project is expected
to take about 12 months to be
completed.

“Our growing operations in the
country speak loudly of the quality
of pool of talent we have in Pen-
ang,” he said during the NI’s an-
nouncement of the expansion plan
in Batu Maung.

NI is headquartered in Austin,
Texas in the United States and it
has direct operations in more than
50 countries.

It currently has around 1,000
employees in Penang with many
of them working in managerial,
technical and supervisory roles.

Chief Minister Chow Kon

Yeow, who was present at the cer-
emony, was delighted with the
expansion announcement.

“This investment is not possible
without all of you here,” he said,
drawing applause from the NI staff
members.

“The expansion facility is re-
lated to Industry 4.0, 5G and au-
tonomous vehicle markets,” he
said.

Also present were NI chief ex-
ecutive officer Alex Davern, NI
chief operating officer Eric Stark-
loff, Chow’s special adviser Datuk
Seri Lee Kah Choon, investPenang
chief executive officer Datuk Loo
Lee Lian, Penang Development
Corporation (PDC) general man-
ager Datuk Mohd Bazid Abd Ka-
har and other guests.
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The Chief Minister was accom-
panied by state Tourism Develop-
ment, Arts, Culture and Heritage
Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin, Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng, Pengkalan Kota assembly-
man Daniel Gooi and Penang Island
City Council mayor Datuk Yew
Tung Seang.

Part of the Sia Boey site will
make way for the construction of the
proposed LRT station under the

Penang Transport Master Plan.

The Sia Boey Rejuvenation Pro-
ject project is undertaken by the
Penang Development Corporation
(PDC) with the collaboration of
George Town World Heritage Incor-
porated (GTWHI) and Centre of
Global Archaeological Research
USM.

Also present was PDC general
manager Datuk Mohd Bazid Abd
Kahar.

GBS facility project on schedule

CONSTRUCTION of the new
Global Business Services (GBS)
facility in Bayan Baru, GBS@
Mahsuri, is scheduled to be com-
pleted by next April.

Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC) general manager Da-
tuk Mohd Bazid Abd Kahar said
PDC is confident that the project
could be completed on schedule.

“Despite a slow start, the de-
velopment progress has picked up
and is now doing very well,” he
told reporters after the PDC Deep-
avali celebration at the PDC
headquarters on Nov 21.

It was reported that construc-
tion of the new GBS facility was
scheduled to be completed by the
first half of next year.

The new GBS facility is lo-
cated next to the PDC headquar-
ters in Bayan Baru.

Mohd Bazid said the facility is
a crucial project for PDC.

“We are trying our best to at-
tract investors to Penang and po-
tential investors might take the
new GBS facility as a yardstick.

“We focus on attracting invest-
ments, meeting the needs of the
state and benefitting the people,
Penang and PDC in the long run,”
he added.

Earlier during the PDC Deep-
avali celebration, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow urged PDC staff
to maintain their commitment and
fighting spirit.

“You might face various chal-
lenges along the way, but I believe
that under the management of
Mohd Bazid, PDC can strive to be
a strong and successful develop-
ment agency.

“The Penang government is
proud of your success, spirit and
commitment. We hope that the
state will continue to grow socio-
economically, and that the peo-
ple’s quality of life is enhanced,”
he said.

During the celebration, PDC
contributed RM1,000 to each of
the three recipients from the B40
community under its Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) pro-
gramme.

The corporation also donated
two water heaters worth RM1,000
to Evershine Old Folks Home and
contributed RM 1,000 to SIK(T)
Mak Mandin.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy and PDC Hindu Asso-
ciation chairman for 2019 L.
Muthukumaran.



Chow (third row, fifth from rlght) with Lakhdhir (fourth from rlght) Quays (fourth row, seventh from Ieft)
and Tan (fourth row, sixth from left) in a group photo with Starbucks deaf employees while showing
the sign language.

Starbucks’ first signing store in
Penang manned by deaf employees

STARBUCKS Malaysia
marked yet another milestone on
Nov 19 with the opening of its
first signing store in Penang
which is the second of its kind in
the country.

Berjaya Food Bhd chief ex-
ecutive officer (CEO) and Star-
bucks Malaysia & Brunei manag-
ing director Sydney Quays said
the store would be dedicated to
offer employment and develop-
ment opportunities for the deaf
and hard of hearing community in
the state.

“We created the Starbucks
Signing Store three years ago as
a place to celebrate the contribu-
tions of our deaf and hard of
hearing partners.

“By valuing the perspectives
that people with disabilities bring
into the workplace, we are able to

provide a uniquely uplifting ex-
perience that make people feel
represented and give them a sense
of belonging,” Quays said in his
speech during the opening cere-
mony of Starbucks Signing Store
in Burmah Road on Nov 19.

The Starbucks Signing Store in
Burmah Road is operated by
seven deaf and hard of hearing
partners from across the state who
are fluent in the Malaysian sign
language.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who graced the opening
ceremony of the event, praised the
innovative approach by Starbucks
Malaysia as the right step towards
aiding and empowering the disa-
bled community.

“It is truly inspiring and hum-
bling to know the many ways by
which Starbucks, a company with

humanity at its core, supports and
empowers the communities in
which it serves,” Chow said.

Chow also encouraged other
organisations to follow the exam-
ple set by Starbucks in empower-
ing the disabled community.

The three-storey store also
features a mural designed by local
Penang deaf artist, Lim Anuar.

Also present during the open-
ing ceremony were the United
States ambassador to Malaysia
Kamala Shirin Lakhdhir, Berjaya
Group CEO Datuk Seri Robin Tan
Yeong Ching, state Welfare, Car-
ing Society, and Environment
Committee chairman Phee Boon
Poh, Ayer Itam assemblyman
Joseph Ng Soon Siang, Pulau
Tikus assemblyman Chris Lee
Chun Kit and PDA president Raz-
man Tan.

From bank to modern workspaces

THE impressive, granite Standard
Chartered Building, which once
housed the bank in Beach Street, is
now occupied by Spaces Beach
Street.

The new place is an inspiring,
high-end working environment
where ideas develop, businesses
build and relationships evolve.

It is also a place where a person
can get down to business, check
emails, hold meetings and enjoy a
cup of coffee with a sumptuous
meal.

The newly-opened Spaces Beach
Street, with its 2,415sq m of old
charm and contemporary design of

modernity is a flexible workspace
for professionals, entrepreneurs and
decision makers.

Located at one of the oldest
streets in town, the Amsterdam-in-
spired workspace inherits a long-
standing legacy and dynamic spirit
of living heritage.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
was delighted with the opening of
Spaces Beach Street in the heart of
town as the two floors had been re-
juvenated with a creative design.

“This building was previously
housing a bank and you can witness
yourself that it has been transformed
to a workspace, allowing entrepre-

neurs to drop by.

“With the continuous growth of
co-working space in the country,
entry of Spaces into Penang is a
testament to its strength to draw the
interest of young talents to unleash
their creativity and build their busi-
nesses.

“Itis also a platform for investors
to work in an ‘office’ type environ-
ment where people can communi-
cate with each other conveniently.

“This Spaces Beach Street is
definitely the newest and biggest in
Penang,” he said in his speech dur-
ing the opening of Spaces Beach
Street on Nov 20.

transportation
network

HE 5.7km Air Itam-Tun Dr

Lim Chong Eu Expressway
bypass can cater up to 8,000 vehi-
cles per hour, Consortium Zenith
Construction Sdn Bhd (CZC) senior
executive director Datuk Lee Chee
Hoe said.

Lee said the bypass, which is
scheduled to be completed by April
2023, could substantially cut travel-
ling time from Air Itam to Tun Dr
Lim Chong Eu Expressway; from
40 minutes to 5 minutes!

“We have appointed a traffic
mitigation consultant to mitigate
traffic congestion at the affected
areas during the construction of the
bypass,” Lee told a press conference
after attending the groundbreaking
ceremony of the project in Leb-
uhraya Thean Teik on Nov 2.

The 5.7km Air Itam-Tun Dr Lim
Chong Eu Expressway bypass
(Package Two) is part of the three-
highway and an undersea tunnel
project.

The RM6.3 billion project com-
prises the Air Itam-Tun Dr Lim
Chong Eu Expressway bypass, the
Tanjung Bungah-Teluk Bahang
paired road (Package One), the
Gurney Drive-Tun Dr Lim Chong
Eu Expressway bypass (Package
Three) and the Gurney Drive-Bagan
Ajam undersea tunnel (Package
Four).

The RM6.3 billion project is
under the Penang Transport Master
Plan (PTMP).

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the cost of the Package Two
project is RM851.04 million and it
would be implemented on a lump
sum contract basis.

“There are about 70% elevated
sections while the rest are at-grade.

“The contractor will begin the
initial work from now until April
next year. The 36-month construc-
tion period will start from April
2020.

“After its completion, the Pack-
age Two project will be surrendered
to the state government. The state
will be responsible for the Package
Two bypass after it is completed.

“The maintenance cost may be
borne by the state. We can also seek
allocations from the Public Works
Department (JKR) or the Works
Ministry to maintain the Package
Two bypass. That can be decided
after the project is completed,”
Chow said.

He said implementation of the
Package Two project showed the
state’s commitment to providing a
holistic and dynamic transportation
system.

Package Two has four inter-
changes —in Jalan Thean Teik, Jalan
Bukit Gambir, Jalan Sultan Azlan
Shah and Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu
Expressway. An elevated U-turn
will also be constructed on Tun Dr
Lim Chong Eu Expressway.

Also present at the ceremony
were assemblymen Joseph Ng (Air
Itam), Syerleena Abdul Rashid (Seri
Delima) and Ong Ah Teong (Batu
Lancang), State Financial Officer
Datuk Sarul Bahiyah Abu, Penang
Island City Council mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang, Deputy State
Secretary Datuk Azhar Arshad,
CZC chairman Tan Sri Azmi Khalid
and CZC senior executive director
Datuk Zarul Ahmad Mohd Zulkifli.

The buzzing modern workspace
is equipped with the latest technol-
ogy, high-speed WiFi and a fully
furnished business club that allows
businesses to thrive.

Also available is a cafe deli that
offers brewed coffee and freshly-
baked pastries. There are also meet-
ing rooms and business club avail-
able for those interested.

The addition of a second Spaces
in Penang expands its regional port-
folio after its first foray into the
market with the launch of Spaces
Platinum Sentral in Kuala Lumpur.

Chow expressed his optimism to
see development following the

opening of Spaces Beach Street.

“I am optimistic to see the posi-
tive impact of Spaces Beach Street
which will contribute to economic
growth of the state,” he said.

Also present were IWG Malay-
sia, Indonesia and Brunei country
head T. Vijayakumar, IWG Asean
and South Korea vice-president of
sales Lars Wittig, Mercury Securi-
ties managing director Chew Sing
Guan and Malaysian Crime Preven-
tion Foundation (MCPF) Penang
Branch chairman Datuk Seri Syed
Jaafar Syed Ali.

For more information on Spaces,
visit http://www.spacesworks.com/
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RGANISATIONS of dif-

ferent faiths in Penang which
have difficulty in finding a venue
to hold their activity can now turn
to the Harmony Centre in Jalan
Scotland for some assistance.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow launched the Harmony Cen-
tre on Nov 14 for the various reli-
gious groups to promote harmony
and to forge a closer understanding
through the use of a common
premises.

The Harmony Centre, which
sits on a one-acre piece of land and
is situated next to the State Library,
has a refurbished single-storey
bungalow and a new community
hall that can accommodate a total
of about 200 people. Its spacious
compound can easily accommo-
date over 800 people.

Chow said the idea for this

Ol

centre was first mooted in 2017 by
his predecessor, Lim Guan Eng,
and the state government allocated
RM2.5 million towards the refur-
bishment of the Malay kampung-
like bungalow and the addition of
anew hall near the bungalow.

“The centre is now ready to be
the resource or activity centre for
the Buddhists, Christians, Hindus,
Sikhs and Taoists to conduct re-
treats, seminars, lectures and class-
es,” Chow said in his speech.

“The buildings have exteriors
not only soothing to the eyes but
also interiors exuding a calming
effect.

“It is, therefore, hardly surpris-
ing that this place is aptly named
Harmony Centre and is the first of
its kind in Penang as well as Ma-
laysia, which caters to the needs of
the different religious groups.”

Chow said he could not stress
enough how important it is for

Malaysians to be united in diver-
sity.

The state government, he said,
was also thankful to Penang Gan-
dhi Peace Centre chairman Datuk
Dr Anwar Fazal for donating a
beautiful and iconic peace pole
inscribed with the words “May
Peace Prevail on Earth” in the four
major languages — Bahasa Malay-
sia, English, Chinese and Tamil —
used in Penang.

The pole, which is about 4m
high and blue in colour, was
planted in the compound.

“May the pole remind us always
on the importance of peace, which
Datuk Anwar describes as having
three dimensions — peace with
oneself, peace with others, and
peace with Mother Nature,” Chow
added.

“I hope all the religious NGOs
and groups will make good use of
the Harmony Centre in the spirit of

togetherness.

“True harmony will prevail as
long as the principles behind Har-
mony Centre are put into practice.”

Chow also commended Chief
Minister Incorporated (CMI), as
the project owner, the State Secre-
tariat and others entrusted to run
the centre for doing a remarkable
job in getting it ready and open for
public use in so short a period of
time.

He also praised architect Tan
Bee Eu and her team members for
completing their renovation works
on the bungalow and building of
the new hall in six months.

They are the award winning
Penang-based architect firm which
recently won the prestigious PAM
Gold Award for Addition and Al-
teration Works for Penang Digital
Library Phase 2: Library in the
Park.

Also present at the opening
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ceremony were Chong Eng, the
state executive councillor for
Women & Family Development,
Gender Inclusiveness & Non-Is-
lamic Religious Affairs, assembly-
men Lim Siew Khim (Sungai
Pinang), Joseph Ng Soon Siang
(Air Itam), Teh Lai Heng (Komtar)
and Goh Choon Aik (Bukit Tam-
bun), CMI deputy general man-
ager S. Bharathi and Harmony
Centre manager Rachel Teh.

Tan said what they wanted to do
when refurbishing the bungalow
was to give it a second lease of life.

“The single-storey bungalow
was abandoned. It was in a very
bad shape, but rather than demol-
ishing it, there was an opportunity
to restore it,” Tan said.

“We ripped up all the walls but
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the structures are kept. We changed
the roof and made part of it trans-
parent to bring in natural light.”

Tan said small events could be
conducted in the 4,300sq ft single-
storey bungalow which has a
conference room, discussion area,
reception and pantry. It can accom-
modate about 100 people at any
one time.

She believes the bungalow,
which was previously used as an
Integrity Department Office (a state
government agency), was once a
residential house with Malay fea-
tures based on its facade and being
raised above the ground.

The big compound, she said,
could be very versatile for the set-
ting up of tents and holding of
celebrations.




The Penang Harmony Centre has
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two buildings - the newly-built
conference hall (left) and the

refurbished bungalow (right).

Most of the existing trees are
maintained. Some shrubs were,
however, added.

In addition to that, they have also

created a very nice garden at the
back of the two buildings.

The Harmony Centre under-
went a bit of changes in the past
three months, with handover of the
management from CMI to Man-
agement Services Division (Ba-
hagian Khidmat Pengurusan)
under the State Secretariat for its
maintenance while the office of
Chong Eng will also see to its
running of the programmes.

The opening ceremony pro-
gramme started off with a group
of Penang Chamber Singers sing-
ing ‘Setia’, a very apt song for the
occasion.

This was followed by ceremo-
nial blessings as representatives of
the Malaysian Consultative Coun-
cil for Buddhist, Christian, Hindu,
Sikh and Taoist (MCCBCHST)
recited a short prayer each.

After Chow and Chong Eng had
cut the ribbon to mark the official
opening of the buildings, Chow
was invited to unveil a plaque at

oloured peace
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the sin-
gle-storey bungalow.

The dignitaries and visitors
later had a walkabout. They were
also treated to a hi-tea at the garden
where Chow was presented a
birthday cake.

He turned 61 on Nov 14 and as
he said in his speech earlier, be-
sides launching the Harmony
Centre, it was also an auspicious
occasion for him. Also sharing his
joy was his wife, Tan Lean Kee.

Free usage of facility until
end of December

THE Penang government is
currently offering free usage of
its Harmony Centre until the end
of December.

Chong Eng, the state execu-
tive councillor in charge of
Women and Family Develop-
ment, Gender Inclusiveness
and Non-Islamic Religious
Affairs, said any registered
religious body and non-
government organisation
was welcome to book the
place.

“They can use the place
for free only once each dur-
ing the trial period. We want
to be fair to everyone,” Chong
Eng said during the launch of the
centre on Nov 14.

In less than 10 days after the
launch, four organisations had so
far grabbed the chance to use the
facility - two utilised the confer-
ence room and the other two
used the conference hall.

According to Harmony Cen-
tre manager Rachel Teh, they
have received many enquiries
regarding the free usage as well
as future rental from next year.

“For instance, it’s going to be
full house this Saturday occupy-
ing both the Conference Hall and
the Conference Room. And we
have confirmation of three more
organisations using the facility

Teh relishing the new
challenge as manager of the
Harmony Centre.

in December. There are still
more coming in,” she said during
an interview recently.

“Come January, we will
launch our online booking sys-
tem and also the pricing. Right
now, the pricing is awaiting ap-
proval from the state exco,” said
Teh, a former law graduate who
had worked for a short spell as a
special officer to Chong Eng.

Teh said they do not allow
food to be served in the bunga-
low if there are more than 15
persons in the group because of
space constraints in the pantry.

But food can be served at the

garden behind the bungalow.
The garden provides a tranquil
setting with its lovely shrubs,
mature coconut trees, face to
face swings and a reasonably
clean river coursing along part
of its border.

Participants are also encour-
aged to carpool as the centre can
accommodate a maximum of 50
cars, including on its lawn.

A Japanese pastel Nagomi
art class in progress in

the conference room of the
bungalow.

The lounge area inside the bungalow of Harmony Centre.




Remembering

the fallen heroes

HE 18th Remembrance Day

at the Cenotaph in Espla-
nade, George Town, on Nov 17
was a solemn but meaningful
ceremony.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who attended the ceremo-
ny as the guest of honour, re-
minded the people not to take
freedom for granted as it was
obtained by the courage, sacri-
fices, blood, sweat and tears of
the fallen heroes.

“We have had World War 1
and World War II which were
international military conflicts;
locally we had an Insurgency
known as The Malayan Emer-
gency which lasted from 1948 to
1960,” Chow said in his speech.

“All these conflicts hampered
our nation’s progress as well as
caused losses of human life and
many had to suffer.

“We are a peace-loving people
and I hope that there will never
be another military conflict.

“In those military conflicts,
our Veterans have played a prom-
inent part, and many have lost
their lives or were physically or
mentally maimed.

“Civilians too were not spared
this catastrophe. Our minimum
moral value should be to be
grateful and appreciate their
services and thank them for the
peace and freedom we all enjoy
today.”

One of the state’s vision of
Penang2030, Chow said, was to
empower people to strengthen

civic participation by boosting
participation of seniors in com-
munity life.He said he believed
the Persatuan Veteran Keselama-
tan Pulau Pinang could play an
active role in helping the state
achieve the vision.

Among the many guests were
British High Commissioner to
Malaysia Charles Hay and his
wife Pascale Sutherland, Nepal
ambassador to Malaysia Udaya
Raj Pandey and his wife Kalpana
Rizal, Canada High Commis-
sioner to Malaysia Julia G. Bent-
ley, and First Secretary of the Fiji
Islands High Commission to
Malaysia Jojiana Cokanasiga.

Others included New Zealand
representative Colonel Helen
Cooper, Deputy Commander of
Integrated Area Defence System
(Butterworth) Brig-Gen Thong
Ven Leong, Penang Veterans’
Association president Major
(Rtd) R. Sivarajan and 95-year
James Jeremiah, the only remain-
ing veteran survivor of World
War Il from the Eurasian ‘E’
Company of the Allied Forces.

There were also representa-
tives from various organisations.

Hay, who a week earlier had
attended Remembrance Sunday
at the National Monument in
Kuala Lumpur, said this year
marks the commemoration of the
80th anniversary of the start of
the Second World War.

“That war hit this region very
hard. Here in Malaysia, you will
find 7,000 headstones in 35

separate locations from that con-
flict,” Hay said in his speech.

“Those who lie beneath them
were from the UK, Australia,
Canada, New Zealand, India,
Nepal, Malaysia and elsewhere.

“They fought shoulder to
shoulder and now lie side by
side. Many of them remain uni-
dentified and also unaccounted
for. Of course, a number of civil-
ians also lost their lives.

“Remembering those who
have served is extremely impor-
tant, so I am delighted to see
many veterans here today.”

Sivarajan said not only ser-
vicemen and veterans but also
society must honour the fallen
heroes.

He touched a bit on the his-
tory of the wars in his speech,
saying a total of 1,345 Malayan
troops and policemen lost their
lives defending freedom, King
and country during the Malayan
Emergency.

He said Britain, together with
Australia, New Zealand, South-
ern Rhodesia, Fiji and the Nepa-
lese Gurkhas came to Malaya’s
assistance and they lost 519
troops.

“The tombstones of some of
the fallen heroes in our country
are concrete evidence of their
sacrifices for a better world of
freedom for us,” Sivarajan said
in his speech.

It was also a touching moment
when Jeremiah, 95, joined the
dignitaries to lay a wreath.

Datuk K. Paramasivan, a member of the Penang Veterans’
Association and also the president of the Persatuan Kebajikan
Kaum India Batu Maung, posing with officers from the KD Sri
Pinang after the wreath-laying ceremony at the Cenotaph in

Esplanade.

“l am now 95 and I don’t
know whether I am able to come
again next year. I have lived
through the Japanese Occupation
and the Indonesian Confronta-
tion. Those who went through
them will value freedom more,”
Jeremiah said after the ceremony.

“Young people today are very
lucky. They have their own he-
roes, they hero worship celebri-
ties nowadays. We have different
heroes in our own era.”

To make it even more memo-

rable was the dedication of songs
to the fallen heroes by Sri Das-
mesh Pipe Band.

The all-Sikh band from Kuala
Lumpur, which won the World
Pipe Band competition in Scot-
land last August, played ‘Amaz-
ing Grace’ and ‘Flower of Scot-
land’.

After the laying of wreaths by
Chow, dignitaries, organisations
and individuals, the attendees
were treated to a nice breakfast
beside the beautiful promenade.

Spotlight on artistic talents

FOR young artists who want to
develop and express their creativ-
ity and artistic talents, Spotlight Art
Competition is one of the best
platforms to do so.

This was evidenced by the in-
crease in the number of submis-
sions from 40 last year to 86 this
year when the competition was
held for the second consecutive
year.

Spotlight 2019, which is organ-
ised by Penang Art District, fea-
tures the artworks by the top 20
finalists.

The art exhibition is being held
until Dec 8.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin

said Spotlight is a nationwide art
competition open to artists aged 30
and below.

“It aims to nurture young Ma-
laysian talents by providing emerg-
ing artists the opportunity to show-
case their artworks and undergo an
intensive mentorship programme.

“Nurturing and investing in
creativity are vital in preserving our
cultural expression and identity.

“Thus, by supporting and en-
couraging the young generation in
the pursuit of the arts, we ensure
continuity of the arts for its aes-
thetic and historical significance,”
Yeoh said in his speech before of-
ficiating the group exhibition open-
ing and prize-giving ceremony of
Spotlight Art Competition at Jetty

Competition exhibition at Jetty 35 in Weld Quay.

35 in Weld Quay on Nov 17.
Also present were Penang State
Art Gallery chairman Lee Khai
(who is also the Penang Art District
adviser) and renowned Malaysian
artist Bibi Chew.
Young artist Iona Moira Eve-

marie Danald was the grand prize
winner of Spotlight 2019 and went
home with RM5,000, a mentorship
opportunity and also a solo exhibi-
tion during ArtPenang2020 next
year.

Five other participants of the top

20 finalists were also presented
with the Jury’s Choice Award of
RM1,000 each.

They were Iskandar Zamri, Ho
Su San, Sheryn Tanya Speldewinde,
Chua Hui Qin and Ho Chung
Kwang.



Club with a
heart of gold

HE Rotary Club of Penang is
hoping to adopt the Armenian
Park in George Town.

Club president Vanesh Biloo said
the club would like to take care and
beautify the park.

Rotary Club of Penang past
president Datuk Tan Gin Soon said
the club was planning to put up a
mural and a water cooler system at
the park.

“The Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) is studying the proposal,”
he said.

Tan also spoke about the Joblink
Centre.

“The centre helps disabled stu-
dents who have graduated from the
school for the disabled. We gather
them and provide them training,
such as craft and so on.

“We get some jobs for them from
the factories,” he said during a
courtesy visit on Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow at his office in
Komtar on Nov 18.

Vanesh said he was mulling the
idea of having a playground for the
disabled.

“I had served in the police force
in Singapore and the landscape in

Singapore impressed me so much. [
am thrilled when I see that Penang
has been coming up with many
pocket parks.

“That inspired me to come up
with the idea to have a playground
for the disabled.”

Vanesh said the club had not de-
cided on the location of the proposed
playground.

During the meeting, Chow
named a few locations in Penang
which had undergone positive trans-
formation.

“We have the Armenian Park, the
Fountain Garden at the Esplanade,
the tree planting in Carnarvon Street
and the beautification project of the
back lane connecting Jalan Gurd-
wara and Jalan Magazine.

“The back lane (connecting Jalan
Gurdwara and Jalan Magazine),
which is under the council, is quite
nice,” Chow said.

The club also extended its wish
to appoint Chow as an honorary
member.

Also present were the club’s
honorary secretary Michel Van
Crombrugge and past president
Datuk Dr T. Aloysius Raj.

Calling all tech enthusiasts

MORE than 5,000 participants are
expected to join the annual Global
Education Day (GED 2019), con-
ducted by SEGi College Penang, for
the third consecutive year.

The event will be held on Dec 14
and 15.

State Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee said
the event is aimed at promoting the
use of technology to learn, experi-
ence and interact.

“GED 2019 serves as a platform
for young people to showcase their
talent and passion in technology
innovation, in line with the Penang
Digital Transformation Plan.

“It also provides higher educa-
tion opportunities by SEGi’s glob-
al university partners,” Soon told a
press conference at SEGi College
in George Town on Nov 18.

Also present were SEGi College
Penang principal Cheah Teong Keat

and Hotayi Malaysia managing di-
rector Goh Guek Eng.

Cheah said this year’s event
would feature the Robolympics
Competition, E-Sports Experience
and an Exhibition Zone which the
public will enjoy.

“Robolympics is a competition

that encourages participants to
showcase their engineering and in-
novation capabilities to build robots
with unique designs, operability and
mobility.

“There are two categories —Robo
Fighting Competition and RC Robo
Sumo.

“Popular online game tourna-
ments such as League of Legends,
Mobile Legends, Super Smash Bros
and King of Glory will be featured
in the E-Sports Experience.

“Besides that, one of the main
sponsors, Hotayi Electronic, will
provide the latest virtual reality ex-
perience to the public while college
partners, sponsors and industry
partners will be showcasing their
products and services in the exhibi-
tion zone,” he said.

Cheah added that registered par-
ticipants would be entitled to take
part in the lucky draw with prizes
worth up to RM160,000 up for
grabs.

GED 2019 will be held from
10am to 10pm at 1st Avenue Mall.

For more details and to register,
visit SEGi College Penang official
Facebook page — https://www.face-
book.com/SEGiCollegePenang/

Basuh tangan dengan
bersih sebelum dan selepas
mengendalikan bahan mentah
seperti ikan, ayam,daging dan sayur.

Gunakan papan pemotong dan
pisau yang berasingan untuk
bahan mentah dan makanan yang
telah siap dimasak.

ELAKKAN

PENCEMARAN'SIUANG
PADAIMAKANANJANDAZ

Pencemaran silang atau “Cross Contamination”

merupakan pemindahan bakteria berbahaya dari
orang, bahan mentah, atau peralatan yang kotor yang
telah dimasak.

Pastikan permukaan tempat
penyediaan makanan dan
peralatan bersih sebelum proses
penyediaan makanan.

Simpan daging, ayam, makanan
laut dan telur berasingan
daripada semua makanan lain
dalam peti sejuk.

KERACUNAN MAKANAN DAPAT DIELAKKAN JIKA

CARA MENGENDALIKAN MAKANAN DIAMALKAN DENGAN BETUL.

BAHAGIAN KESELAMATAN DAN KUALITI MAKANAN

KEMENTERIAN KESIHATAN MALAYSIA
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Study on land
lease premium
rates for

industrial land

Story by Riadz Akmal
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

HE Penang government will
conduct a careful study to
come out with a win-win situation
regarding the land lease premium
rates for industrial land.
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said currently the state Land and

Mines Department is gathering all
state agencies to discuss land devel-
opment in Penang.

“We want to look into the issue.
They have completed their first
round of discussion and will be re-
porting back to the exco.

“Of course, one of the issues is
that since we started industrialisa-
tion about 50 years ago, the land

(From left) Ooi,

lease for industrial plot is usually 60
years and the 60 years are going to
expire in the next five, 10 or 15
years.

“So for some of the investors,
they are quite concerned about the
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amount of premium rates that the
state would charge for a new lease
of 60 years.

“But don’t worry. The state gov-
ernment ensures a clean and
straightforward process to extend
land leases,” Chow told reporters
after officiating the Seminar &
Book Launch — “From Free Port to
Moderm Economy: Economic De-
velopment and Social Change in
Penang, 1969 to 1990” at Penang
Institute on Nov 17.

Chow said the state government
relies solely on the valuation by the
state Land and Mines Department
as it is the government valuation
agency that decides the value of the
land and recommends the premium
rates to be charged.

“The renewal rates should be
calculated based on the current
market value at the time of applica-
tion and not based on the original
price of the land.

“We cannot compare today’s
prices with the original prices of the
land. It was cheaper then because
some of the land was used as coco-

Chow, Chet and Mohd Bazid holding the new book titled “From Free Port to Modern
Economy: Economic Development and Social Change in Penang, 1969 to 1990” after the launch.

nut plantations, but today all of
these land are mature industrial
zones.

“So the department will consider
all these factors,” he added.

“From the land revenue we get,
the state can have a sufficient source
to look after the people’s welfare
and to spur development,” Chow
said.

Speaking about the book, Chow
said the state government was com-
mitted to ensuring the legacy left by
the late Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu
would be continued towards the
path of industrialisation and mod-
ernisation.

According to Chow, the state
government is always grateful and
values the contributions of the
second chief minister to make the
state what it is today.

Also present were Penang De-
velopment Corporation (PDC)
general manager Datuk Mohd
Bazid Abd Kahar, Penang Institute
executive director Datuk Dr Ooi
Kee Beng and PDC’s first general
manager Datuk Seri Chet Singh.

MBPP shuts down five
dirty outlets for two weeks

FIVE food premises at Gat Lebuh
Cecil in George Town were or-
dered to close on Nov 20 following
a check by the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) Licensing De-
partment.

Led by its environment health
licensing officer M. Bawani, the
15-member team carried out the
spot checks from 9.30am to
12.30pm.

“Our checks found that the five
premises have rat droppings. Be-
sides that, the toilet in one of the
five premises was used to keep
food stuff and its drinks preparing
corner was dirty.

“These unhygienic conditions
pose a risk to public health. It is
the responsibility of the premises’

owners to keep their premises
free from rats and other pests,”
she added.

Bawani said nine compounds
were issued to the food operators
for various offences, including
for not having anti-typhoid jabs.

“Each of them was fined
RMS0 and the five premises were
also ordered to be closed for 14
days starting from Nov 20.

“However, the premises’ own-
ers were given the option of
cleaning up their premises in
three days and ask for a re-inspec-
tion.

“They can re-open their shop
if given the green light by the
Licensing Department,” she
added.



Building
future leaders

VISIT to the Kem Wawasan

egara in Balik Pulau to wit-

ness the Malaysia Future Leaders

School (MFLS) programme brought

back fond memories for Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow.

“This MFLS programme brings
back nice memories to the time
when [ was a scout.

“We get to discover ourselves,
build our identity, be disciplined and
adopt positive values when we take
part in such uniformed bodies.

“In my opinion, this is a good
programme. It helps to mould
youths to be better leaders, and
provide them with a valuable expe-
rience beyond the classroom,”
Chow told a press conference after
the visit on Nov 16.

Chow told the group of students,
aged 15 to 17, to build their leader-
ship skills.

“First, understand yourself and
grow the leader in you. That’s the
hardest hurdle.

“Only when you are able to be a

”
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leader ‘internally’ can you lead oth-
ers,” he said.

Chow also thanked the Youth and
Sports Ministry and the Education
Ministry for their invitation to visit
the camp and launch the MFLS
programme in Penang.

This 10-day MFLS programme
is the 13th out of 15 cohorts (or se-
ries of programmes) held.

The MFLS programme was first
launched at the national-level at
Universiti Malaya by Prime Minis-
ter Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad on
May 3.

Itis implemented by the Institute
of Leadership Excellence and De-
velopment (i-LEAD), under the
Youth and Sports Ministry.

i-LEAD deputy director general
(development) Datuk Roslan Eusoff
said the MFLS programme was
implemented to replace the Na-
tional Service Training Programme
and the National Civics Bureau (also
known as Biro Tatanegara).

“The MFLS programme is aimed

-

s

i [ i

Two youths showing their skills during the rappel tower training.

at benefitting 35,000 youths nation-
wide. To date, it has benefitted 1,950
youths in Penang,” he said.

Also present were Teluk Bahang
assemblyman Zolkifly Md Lazim
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and Pulau Betong assemblyman
Mohd Tuah Ismail.

The entourage witnessed the
various outdoor activities performed
by the youths at the camp.
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Among them were group
camping, solo camping, beach
cleanup, water sport activities,
rappel tower training, and river
crossing training.

Ll i

Chow in a group picture with PDC’s team and other dignitaries present at the function.

Good leadership behind PDC’s 50 years of excellence

THE Penang Development Cor-
poration (PDC) has played a
pivotal role in the state’s eco-
nomic growth, says Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow.

“PDC has been given the re-
sponsibility to be the state’s pow-
erhouse to generate ideas as well
as planning and implementing
various developments, like devel-
oping the industrial parks, urban
development projects, provision
of affordable housing and also
investment,” Chow said during his
opening speech at the PDC’s 50th
anniversary dinner on Nov 15.

“In line with the themes in the
Penang2030 vision, PDC plays a
very significant role in realising
it,” he added.

Chow said PDC, with the co-

operation of the state government,
is taking initiatives to provide
affordable homes which are in
various stages of development.

“PDC has developed three new
‘cities’ in Penang, namely Bandar
Bayan Baru (9,079 housing units),
Bandar Seberang Jaya (6,980
units) and Bandar Cassia, Batu
Kawan (2,724 units).

“Bandar Cassia, which is de-
veloped with the concept of an
eco-city, reflects PDC’s evolution
in terms of its planning and ideas
throughout these 50 years,” he
added.

Besides that, Chow said PDC
has successfully developed indus-
trial parks such as Bayan Lepas
Industrial Park, Prai Industrial
Park, Penang Science Park, Bukit

Minyak Industrial Park, Bukit
Tengah Industrial Park, Mak Man-
din Industrial Park, Batu Kawan
Industrial Park.

“I hope PDC will continue its
journey in making Penang a de-
veloped and a sustainable state,”
Chow said.

PDC general manager Datuk
Mohd Bazid Abd Kahar said PDC
did not achieve success overnight.

“The heights that PDC has
achieved reflect the result of good
leadership for 50 years.

“Former chief ministers Tun Dr
Lim Chong Eu, Tan Sri Dr Koh
Tsu Koon, Lim Guan Eng and
current Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow played important roles in
PDC’s success,” Mohd Bazid
said.



E was involved in various green initia-
tives to reduce carbon footprint and
global warming.

During his stint with the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) and previously Penang
Island Municipal Council (MPPP), MBPP
secretary Datuk Addnan Mohd Razali was
involved in planning, project implementa-
tions and maintenance of infrastructure.

Among the projects were the bicycle
routes on Penang island and the replacement
of high pressure sodium vapour street lights
to LED streetlights.

He had served as a committee member,
honorary secretary, vice-chairman and even
as the 2002/2003 chairman of the IEM Pen-
ang Branch.

For his efforts, Addnan was awarded the
Distinguished Engineer Award 2019 during
the Institution of Engineers Malaysia (IEM)
Penang Branch 52nd anniversary dinner on
Nov 15.

According to the IEM Penang Branch,
Addnan had greatly contributed to the soci-
ety with his services. Addnan also has a good

MBPP secretary
honoured at engineers do

track record.

IEM Penang Branch chairman Yau Ann
Nian presented a plaque of appreciation to
Addnan during the event.

Yau said this year was a busy year for [IEM
Penang Branch.

“We have organised a series of technical
seminars, dialogues, overseas technical trips
as well as activities for the Young Engineers
Section and Women Engineers.

“IEM Penang Branch has achieved many
outstanding milestones since its inception in
1967. Isincerely thank IEM headquarters for
its support and leadership all these years,”
he said in his speech during the dinner.

Yau also announced the nationwide pub-
lication of “The Ingenieur Penang”, the [IEM
Penang Branch bulletin which features re-
ports of the branch’s activities.

He added that the responsibility of engi-
neers is heavy.

“The expectation from the state govern-
ment, authorities and community is getting
higher.

“Engineers not only need to cope with
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technical works, but also deal with many
external factors that are beyond their control.
I urge our fellow engineers to be extra cau-
tious and be well-prepared when undertaking
assignments,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said [EM
Penang Branch had been very supportive of
the state government’s initiatives.

“I would like to express our sincere ap-
preciation to IEM Penang Branch and all the
engineers who have contributed tremen-
dously towards promoting Penang as the
centre of engineering excellence,” Chow said
in his speech.

Chow said the Penang government would
carry on with its commitment to support
fellow engineers.

“We want the voices of engineers, wheth-
er opinions or recommendations, to be heard
and adopted in the development strategies of
the state.

“This is especially so as we embark on
our journey towards realising the Pen-
ang?2030 vision,” he said.

IEM president David Lai Kong Phooi said

Yau presenting the plaque to Addnan.

IEM has more than 50,000 members
throughout the country.

The anniversary dinner, themed ‘Oscar
Award Night’, was attended by some 1,000

guests.
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Britain looks
forward to more
collaborations

with Penang

BRITISH High Commissioner to Malaysia
Charles Hay (pix) has expressed his desire to
see more collaborations with Penang to im-
prove economic and trade relations.

“I am very pleased to hear that there are
many British companies investing in Penang
nowadays.

“This shows that Penang has a lot of po-
tential, especially in economic growth.

“I am very sure that there are many more
areas for both Britain and Penang to look at,”
Hay told Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
during a courtesy visit at his office in Komtar
on Nov 15.

Hay was accompanied by British High
Commission political adviser Dr Lyana Khair-
uddin, political counsellor Daniel Painter and
council director Peggy Lim.

Chow said the state welcomes any possible
collaboration between Penang and Britain to
further boost the economic growth in the state
for the benefit of its people.

“We focus on high value, high technology
and skill-based investments that can provide
more jobs for the people,” he said.

On a separate note, Hay praised the Penang
government’s effort in setting up the Har-
mony Centre that promotes unity among
different races and religions in Penang.



Another year
older, another
year wiser

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow received a
pleasant surprise from his staff when they
“ambushed” him with a birthday cake at his
office.

As he emerged from a meeting, the 40-odd
staff members broke into a birthday song.

Chow, who turned 61 on Nov 14, sportingly
blew the candle and cut the chocolate cake
which was decorated in Penang state colours.

The staff also wished him good health, lon-
gevity and wisdom in leading Penang.

Also present were Deputy Chief Minister I
Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abd Rahman,
Deputy Chief Minister II Prof Dr P. Ramasamy,
State Financial Officer Datuk Sarul Bahiyah
Abu and state Communications Director and

Chief Minister’s press secretary Yap Lee Ying.  Chow (centre) and his team taking a group photo at his office in Komtar.

Four programmes
to eradicate poverty

Story by Riadz Akmal

OUR human capital and entrepreneurship

development programmes have been
launched to cut poverty, especially in the B40
community in Penang.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said the four
initiatives were from the collaboration between
the state and the federal governments through
the Northern Corridor Implementation Author-
ity (NCIA).

“The four programmes are empowerNCER,
entrepreneurNCER, NCER Talent Enhance-
ment Programme (NTEP) and Bumiputera
Facilitation Fund (DMB). These programmes
can help to boost the people’s income by pro-
viding more job opportunities in the state.

“These programmes will also focus on
youths, women, single mothers, micro entre-
preneurs and those who are unemployed that
fall under the B40 category,” Chow said in his
speech before launching the “Human Capital
Programmes: Encouraging Prosperity, Empow-
ering the People” at Politeknik Seberang Perai
in Permatang Pauh on Nov 14.

Chow said for the empowerNCER pro-
gramme, it was aimed at providing participants
thorough basic skills and entrepreneurship
training in various fields such as spas, sewing,
culinary, graphic design and photography.

“Phase one of the recruitment process is in
progress and it will involve 200 participants
from the B40 community, with the help of the
Village Community Management Councils
(MPKKs) from central Seberang Perai.

“Phase two will be carried on to another four
districts in the state.

“Besides that, another component under the
empowerNCER programme will focus on 400

students from the B40 group. They will be pro-
vided with tuition classes to prepare them for the
main examinations such as UPSR, PT3 and SPM.

“The programme is scheduled to start in
January,” he said.

As for entrepreneurNCER programme, he
said it would focus on helping micro, small and
medium enterprises by giving them entrepre-
neurial training.

“For this purpose, NCER has developed
strategic cooperation with Agrobank and May-
bank to assist in terms of financial aid and
guidance for the entrepreneurNCER partici-
pants. Until now, 28 applications have been
received.

“Meanwhile, NTEP participants will be
given work skills training to ensure a sufficient
workforce meets the needs of the industry in
the Northern Corridor Economic Region
(NCER).

“As of October end this year, the joint col-
laboration with 18 companies in Penang has
invested RM6.1 billion and has created 6,325
job opportunities; thus helping to resolve the
issue of unemployed graduates,” Chow added.

The DMB programme, Chow said, would
support Bumiputera entrepreneurs in terms of
financing to serve as a catalyst for companies
in their implementation of high impact projects.

“Hopefully, these initiatives can ensure that
no one is left out from development in the
state,” he said.

Also present were state Domestic and Inter-
national Trade, Consumer Affairs and Entre-
preneur Development Committee chairman
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain, NCIA chief ex-
ecutive Datuk Seri Jebasingam Issace John and
Seberang Perai City Council (MBSP) mayor
Datuk Rozali Mohamud.

The schools participating in the green event in a group photo.
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Seberang Perai
schools keen on green

THE number of primary and secondary
schools on the mainland taking part in
the Seberang Perai City Council (MBSP)
Green School competition has been in-
creasing steadily in the last 10 years.

A total of 166 schools, comprising
118 primary and 48 secondary schools,
have joined in the event this year.

MBSP secretary Rosnani Mahmod
said the event, which was launched on
March 7 this year, was aimed at promot-
ing green activities in schools.

She said Continental Automotive
Components Malaysia Sdn Bhd in Pe-
rai remained as a main sponsor for the
event.

“Assessment of the schools involved
in the competition was conducted from
Aug 19 till Sept 13.

“The criteria that were looked into
were native resource efficiency, innova-
tion and creativity, cleanliness and com-
munity involvement.

“Next year, assessment will be con-

ducted based on recycling activities and
activities organised by the council.

“Environmental surroundings are
important,” she said in her speech dur-
ing the MBSP Green School Award
ceremony at MBSP headquarters in
Bandar Perda, Bukit Mertajam, on Nov
14.

SMK Berapit emerged the winner in
the secondary school category and
bagged a RM2,000 prize while SMK
Convent Butterworth and SMK Guar
Perahu came second and third respec-
tively.

SMK Convent Butterworth received
RM1,600 while SMK Guar Perahu
garnered RM1,000.

For primary schools, SK Kebun
Sireh came out tops, followed by SIK
(C) Mak Mandin and SJK (C) Lee
Chee, Tasek Gelugor.

The top three teams received
RM2,000, RM1,600 and RM 1,200 re-
spectively.
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DECEMBER 1— 15,2019

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

{T‘ 04 -2260218
F) 04 -226 0218

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

N.01 PENAGA

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

{T‘ 04 -383 9131
F) 04 - 383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

(T) 04-829 9143 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah m
T) 04 - 668 1062 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
F) 04 - 668 1062 YB Nor Hafizah Othman M
M N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor m

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

{Tg 04 -390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain

pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN2 mail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

T) 013 - 430 4400
P) 04-5767606

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04-351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT

YB Heng Lee Lee
b.emp&iqu_q_om

{T‘ 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung

ihsiaoleun nan: v.m

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.39 PULAU BETONG

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

DAP PENANG HQ

Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad

YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214

N.01 PENAGA

Md. Khalil Salleh (T) 012 - 598 4881
N.40 TELUK BAHANG novafasté3@gmail.com
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

¢ (T) 018 - 468 6610
mail.com

treamyx.com T) 04 - 228 8482 jmmohamed002
F) 04 -228 8514
N.05 SUNGAI DUA
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115 Yusri Isahak

ysrregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

(T

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON

OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA
HOTLINE MBPP

ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN
NEGERI

KASTAM

IMIGRESEN

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342

Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Sebera
EPF
SOCSO

999 JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809
}8? JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
) FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
04-262.1957 ( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
04-250 3419

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046

KANAK-KANAK
ng)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

Kalendar Pelancongan

N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye
[awi@d(aggg.grg

T) 04 - 5941163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah

ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lborahim

n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

U]

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

ET; 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

{T‘ 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 -280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611
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Gurdwara
committee to
meet MBPP

over herltage

plans

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Law Suun Ting

HE Penang Wadda Gurd-

wara Sahib Conservation
and Restoration Committee
will be meeting the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
and the Heritage Department
at the end of this year or early
next year to finalise the draw-
ings and plans for the conser-
vation and restoration of the
gurdwara.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said it
would be the final meeting
before the gurdwara’s Conser-

vation and Restoration Com-
mittee submits the plans to the
council for approval.

“We hope that actual physi-
cal works can begin by the
second half of next year,” he
told a press conference after
launching the Phase Three of
the Wadda Gurdwara Sahib
heritage conservation project
at the gurdwara on Nov 12.

It was reported that the con-
servation and restoration of the
gurdwara would take about
three years to be completed.

Heritage architecture and cul-
tural anthropology consultant Dr
Gwynn Jenkins said the gurdwara
conservation project was a won-
derful project for the community.

Three MBSP
buildings to go solar

THREE Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) buildings
will be installed with solar
panels in a move to reduce
carbon footprint.

Mayor Datuk Rozali Moha-
mud said the installation of
solar panels was part of the
Supply Agreement for Renew-
able Energy (SARE) project
with Tenaga Nasional Bhd
(TNB) and GSPARX Sdn Bhd.

“The solar panels will be
installed at the MBSP office
building, MBSP sports com-
plex in Jalan Betek and the
MBSP sports complex at Ber-
tam, Kepala Batas.

“The installation works are
expected to begin in December
and they will take around three
months to be completed,” Ro-
zali said in his speech before
opening the solar power sys-
tem generator at Sekolah Ke-

bangsaan (SK) Kebun Sireh in
Bukit Mertajam on Nov 13.

Also present were SK Ke-
bun Sireh headmaster Safuan
Shuib, Jinko Solar Technology
Sdn Bhd deputy general man-
ager Lee Swee Lim and Pekat
Solar Sdn Bhd sales manager
Sam Lee.

According to Rozali, 240
solar panels (340watts/panel)
would be installed at the roof
of the MBSP office building
in Jalan Betek.

“Another 160 will be in-
stalled at the grandstand roof
of the MBSP sports complex
in Jalan Betek.

“As for the MBSP sports
complex in Bertam, the roof
will be installed with 260 solar
panels.

“The entire installation costs
will be fully funded by TNB
and Gsparx,” he added.

Jagdeep (centre) launching Phase Three of the Wadda Gurdwara Sahib heritage conservation project.

“The gurdwara is an impor-
tant heritage building, not just
tangible but also intangible.

“The conservation and res-
toration process are not un-
common. They are similar to
the conservation and restora-
tion process for Suffolk House
and the Church of the Assump-
tion,” she said.

The gurdwara Conservation
and Restoration Committee
chairman Datuk Mahinder

’

Singh Dulku appealed to the
public to donate generously to
the project.

It was reported that the gur-
dwara, a Category One herit-
age building, had not under-
gone any restoration work
since it was constructed.

The construction of the gur-
dwara, then called the Diamond
Jubilee Sikh Temple, started
with the laying of the founda-
tion stone on June 3, 1901.

The condition of the gurd-
wara has deteriorated with
visible cracks all over the
building, causing grave con-
cerns and anxiety to its congre-
gation.

Despite the temporary clo-
sure of the gurdwara’s old
wing, Guru Nanak’s 550th
birthday celebration was held
in a joyful way.

Jagdeep was happy that the
celebration was held smoothly.

Rozali (right) signing the plaque while witnessed by Safuan (second from right), Sam (third
from right) and Swee Lim (fourth from right).

Speaking about the pro-
gramme, Rozali said the in-
stallation of the solar system
in SK Kebun Sireh was be-
cause the primary school had
won the Green School Award
last year.

“They managed to secure

first placing for the primary
school category since 2015,
hence, the solar system is a
gift for their efforts in preserv-
ing and conserving the envi-
ronment.

“The installation of the so-
lar panels is fully sponsored

by Jinko Solar Technology
Sdn Bhd and Pekat Solar Sdn
Bhd.

“The contribution of 4kWp
Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Sys-
tem to the school was under
the Net Energy Metering
(NEM) scheme,” he added.



TATE cxecutive councillor

Chong Eng, who often cham-
pions for women to come to the
fore, has expressed her desire of
seeing Penang having the most
number of women leaders in the
country.

“We want your presence to
make a difference. We want you
to make an impact on the people
of Penang and also the state’s
performance,”” Chong Eng said
during her speech at the “Lead-A-
Ship” workshop on Nov 12.

“Women are not less capable
than their male counterparts. In
fact, you can do better than them
if you really work at it. You have
all the potential.

“Moreover, women can multi-
task and are meticulous. These
attributes are essential in deter-
mining the success of a pro-
gramme.”

Besides that, Chong Eng, who
is also chairman of Penang Wom-
en’s Development Corporation
(PWDC), highlighted that leaders

DECEMBER 1— 15,2019

Cadena (left), Ong (fourth from Ieft) and Chong Eng in a group picture with the participants.

need to put the organisation’s in-
terest before their own.

“In any organisation, if the peo-
ple put their organisation’s interest
before their own, then it will turn
out to be a strong organisation.

“Of course, in the government
we must put the government’s
interest before our own because
sometimes people might ask us to
do favours for them.

“So, as a leader we must know
how to handle them as we want a
clean government. This is the
basic principle of being a leader,”
said Chong Eng.

Chong Eng stated that more
women need to be in leadership
positions to realise Penang’s
women’s agenda which aims at
encouraging more women to be
decision makers.

Atotal of 25 women from state
agencies, such as the heads of
departments, took part in the two-
day workshop organised by
PWDC and Othman Yeop Abdul-
lah Graduate School of Business,
Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM).

PWDC chief executive officer
Ong Bee Leng, who was also
present, thanked workshop facili-
tator Claudia Cadena, an associate
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professor from UUM, for her role.

“We wanted someone who can
understand and has the insight
with regard to the leaders in the
government sector.

“Cadena has worked with
some of the government-linked
organisations, thus with her expe-
rience I believe she is capable of
delivering to the participants,”
Ong said.

Good support for Growth Community Market

SEBERANG Pecrai City
Council (MBSP) is always
committed to supporting any
green project towards making
MBSP a low carbon city and
smart city by 2022.

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali
Mohamud said the Growth
Community Market in Auto-
City Juru has been playing an
important part in promoting a
healthy lifestyle through com-
munity involvement by selling
organic and natural products.

“Currently, there are about
40 stalls operating there and

this shows a very encouraging
support from the community.

“The organic market also
serves as a platform for local
entrepreneurs from all over
Penang to sell their agricul-
tural and homemade prod-
ucts,” Rozali said in his speech
before officiating the second
anniversary of the Growth
Community Market at Auto-
City Juru near Bukit Mertajam
on Nov 10.

According to Rozali, MBSP
values the cooperation and
commitment from various par-

ties in making the Growth
Community Market a success.

“For example, the venue
was provided free of charge by
Auto-City Juru to encourage
local entrepreneurs to partici-
pate in the project,” he said.

Growth Community Market
in Auto-City Juru opens on the
second Sunday of every month
from 8am till noon.

The green initiative project
was started by entrepreneurs
Chee Hoyyee and Joeyin
Chuah from Pop & Chee
Healthy Home Farming.

Looking for musical talents

THE newly established Penang
Youth Symphony Orchestra (PYSO)
is inviting interested musical talents
to join as members.

State Youth and Sports Committee
chairman Soon Lip Chee said talents
aged 12 to 30, who are skilled in
symphonic instruments, are welcome
to apply.

“The applicants are expected to
undergo an audition process,” he said
in a statement on Nov 11.

Soon said the PYSO also aims to
recruit talents to perform in the 2nd
Asia Pacific Youth Symphony Or-
chestra Festival 2020.
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“The festival will be held at the
Petronas Philharmonic Hall in Kuala
Lumpur, from Aug 7 to 9 next year,”
he added.

It is leamnt that youth orchestras
from several countries would be
participating in the 2nd Asia Pacific
Youth Symphony Orchestra Festival
2020.

Among them are Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.

Malaysia will be represented by
the Malaysian Philharmonic Youth
Orchestra and the PYSO.

“PYSO serves as a platform for
youths to be exposed to playing in a
proper symphony orchestra. It opens
the door for them to further develop
their skills in musical performance
and even to pursue a career,” Soon
said, adding that the PYSO also cul-
tivates friendship and facilitates cul-
tural exchanges among the youths.

The deadline for applications is
Dec 15. Application forms are avail-
able at Soon’s office in Komtar, De-
wan Sri Pinang and the Penang
Symphony Society office.

Interested applicants can also
visit https://www.facebook.com/
penangsymphonyorchestra/ or htt-
ps://'www.facebook.com/SoonLip-
Chee/ to obtain the application form.

For details, call Datuk Woon Wen
Kin at 012-4738833.



Story by K.H. Ong

Pix by Adleena Rahayu Ahmad
Radzi & courtesy of Sim
Leisure

HE Escape Theme Park has
launched another green and sus-
tainable initiative whereby it would
rely on renewable energy at its eco-
tourism park in Teluk Bahang next year.
Sim Leisure Group, the operator of
Escape Theme Park, signed a tripartite
agreement with Tenaga Nasional Ber-
had (TNB) and its subsidiary, Gsparx,
to build a photovoltaic facility for the
supply renewable energy.

Sim Leisure Group was represented
by its founder and chief executive of-
ficer Sim Choo Kheng while TNB was
represented by its chief retail office
Megat Jalaludin Megat Hassan and
Gsparx was represented by its chairman
Datuk Nor Azman.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
complimented Escape for the joint
venture, making itself the first theme
park in Asia to be carbon neutral.

“I am very pleased with the signing
of the agreement taking place today
between Escape and Gsparx. This
means Escape is 100% reliant on re-
newable energy, putting itself once
again in the international spotlight for
its green efforts,” Chow said in his
speech before he and Finance Minister
Lim Guan Eng jointly performed the
official opening of the Escape Phase 3
Gravitiplay and the opening of the
Guinness World Records longest tube
water slide on Nov 9.

“Escape is not only a friend to the
environment, but a perfect example
which showcases that not all develop-
ments are destructive to nature.
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Nor Azman (left), Sim (centre) and Megat Jalaludin (right) showing the tripartite
agreement they signed to set up a photovoltaic facility at Escape Theme Park in
Teluk Bahang. With them are Lim (second from left) and Chow (second from right).

“Escape has turned this former con-
struction site of the Teluk Bahang dam
into a world-class tourist attraction.

“This is one direction that the Pen-
ang government is heading in pushing
for green and sustainable projects as
part of our effort in creating a variety
of quality tourism products across the
island and mainland in line with Pen-
ang 2030 vision.

“We want to strike a good balance
between development and conserva-
tion.”

Chow added that Escape has been
the leading tourist attraction in Penang
and the No. 1 theme park in Malaysia
for years.

He said visitors from across the
globe come to Escape because of its
exciting rides and games hosted in the
midst of the beautiful natural environ-

ment.

“According to statistics from the
Penang Immigration Department, visi-
tor arrivals hit a record high for the
period from January to August 2019,
increasing by 207.7% from 29,101
visitors to 89,535 over the same cor-
responding period last year.

“Many of these visitors came to
visit Escape. A study conducted by
USM recently showed that 10.9% of
international and domestic tourists
came to Penang to visit Escape. It’s a
remarkable statistic and testament for
Escape,” he said.

Chow said in line with the Experi-
ence Penang Year 2020 and the shared
prosperity Vision 2030 of Malaysia,
tourism, especially eco-tourism, has
been pushed to the fore as part of the
government’s initiatives to boost the
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economy.

For Penang, he said the state needs
to build infrastructure to support the
rising number of visitors in order to
address congestion concerns as Penang
continues with its development as a
world-class tourist destination and the
crown jewel of Malaysian tourism.

Lim said the world longest tube wa-
ter slide in Teluk Bahang would entice
more tourists all over the world to
Penang and Malaysia.

“Today is a very important milestone
for Escape. We need more world class
products to keep tourism growing,”
Lim said in his speech.

Sim said it would take about six
months to a year to have the photovol-
taic facility built, hence the park would
be fully powered by solar energy next
year.

He said as far as he knows, there are
two theme parks in the United States
that are carbon neutral.

When the facility is ready for use,
the cost of power consumption is ex-
pected to be reduced by 15 per cent.

Megat Jalaludin said the solar panels
would be installed on a 6,000sq m area
and it would take between six months
to a year before it could be used.

Also present at the ceremony were
state executive councillors Yeoh Soon
Hin and Zairil Khir Johari, Teluk Ba-
hang assemblyman Zolkifli Md Lazim,
Chief Minister’s special investment
adviser Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon,
TNB Head (Customer Service Penang)
Retail Division U. Ananda Rani, Sena-
tor Lim Hui Ying, Penang Hill Corpo-
ration general manager Datuk Cheok
Lay Leng and Penang Convention and
Exhibition Bureau CEO Ashwin Gu-
nasekeran.
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L:KE some authors who were
ejected by publisher after
publisher before gaining fame,
Penangite Sim Choo Kheng was
turned away by bank after bank
when he wanted to secure loans to
establish the Escape Theme Park in
Teluk Bahang.

Any man of lesser stuff would
have given up, but Sim, the found-
er and chief executive officer of
Sim Leisure Group, persisted to see
his dream come true.

Nov 9 was a special day for him
and his team when Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow and Finance
Minister Lim Guan Eng jointly
opened the Escape Phase 3 and the
world’s longest tube water slide at
the theme park.

For those present, it was an in-
spiration to hear Sim tell his success
story and of course, the hurdles he
had to overcome.

Back in 1998, Sim Leisure won
a theme park project in Vietnam.
Staying in a village near the project
site, Sim’s love for nature was re-
kindled as he saw children there
having loads of fun climbing tress
and swinging ropes.

That reminded him ofhis similar
childhood days in a kampong called
Thean Teik Estate.

“It was during this time [ had my
second childhood. Everything the
kids did in the village brought back
the memories of my childhood
days,” he recalled in his speech.

“In that village in Vietnam, I had
my light bulb moment. I wanted to
create a theme park that draws in-
spiration from my playful child-
hood.

“I was so sure the theme parks
of the future will be about rediscov-
ering our childhood and reconnect-
ing with nature.”

So, Sim started to pitch Escape
around the world for 11 years. And

it was during this time, he was put
through the furnace.

He continued: “Unfortunately,
nobody wanted my kampong con-
cept. Nobody believed it would
work.

“Every investor wanted a piece
of the Magic Castle and Roller
Coasters. This is the layman’s
perception of a theme park.

“Big huge colourful entrance,
roller coasters, Cotton Candy and
Turkey Legs.

“I even met one investor ques-
tioning me how can a theme park
work without roller coasters.”

But the break came in 2008
when Sim Leisure was involved
with the construction of Universal
Studios theme park in Singapore.

Then, another opportunity came
the following year when the new
government of Penang, under the
then Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
initiated a new tourism vision
through an open tender for a tour-
ism project on the former construc-
tion site of the Teluk Bahang Dam.

Because he stubbornly believed
in his repeatedly rejected kampong
concept, Sim Leisure showcased it
again and won the bidding process.

Although it seemed a happy
outcome, it was the actually the

start of another round of heartache.

—

N
_. f -__. -‘Q '_..-.
% ¢ ,E P
o 2 H-:ﬁ'.lll :

One of the participants getting ready for action at the Escape Theme Park.

This was because many did not
believe the project would be viable
as his company wanted to raise
RM20 million.

“Many of them wondered how
I could pull this off when most of
the theme parks were making
losses.

“Bank after bank, trust me, I had
met every single bank in the coun-
try ... except Bank Negara. None
of the banks would lend us the
working capital for this project.

“I wanted to raise RM20mil for
Waterplay but all the banks wanted
me to provide RM20mil as secu-
rity. I was confused.”

The banks even told him that the
land lease he had with the owner,
Penang Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP), could not be securitised
and was not worth anything.

As time was running out, he
decided to use his life savings to
start with the smaller version of
Phase 1 Adventureplay.

He said it was do or die.

Looking back, he still vividly
remembers the very first day of the
soft opening on Nov 7, 2012. He
had invited PBAPP chief executive
officer Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa to
give away a prize to their first cus-
tomer.

before our first customer walked
through. We had only 23 customers
that day. I was very worried and
scared. And I wondered if this
kampong theme park was indeed a
‘gone case’.

“It has been seven years now.
Escape’s daily attendance has
grown from 23 to abut 650 custom-
ers. We have gone through all sorts
of challenges and emerged a win-
ner.”

One outstanding achievement
for Sim Leisure is that Escape has
been ranked the No. 1 theme park
in Malaysia for the last five years
by the world’s biggest and most
recognised travel review site Tri-
pAdvisor, even beating interna-
tional brands that were built with
much bigger budget.

Escape also won the most pres-
tigious tourism award in Malaysia,
the Ministry of Tourism’s Best
Theme Park Award.

And just last month, Guinness
World Records awarded one of
their attractions as the Longest
Tube Water Slide in the world,
covering a distance of 1,111 metres.

Last March, Sim Leisure Group
even got listed on the Singapore
Stock Exchange.

To date, Sim said they had in-
vested RM60 million for the whole
Escape project.

Why is Sim sharing his story?

He explained: “With the growth,
we are ready to bring our Penang
brand to the world.

“The moral of the story is when
no one believes in you, you may be
on to something BIG because big
ideas are not conceivable by the
ordinary minds.”

Both Chow and Lim congratu-
o - | " 3 7y

lated Sim for the company’s re-
markable achievements.

Chow said he looked forward to
watching Escape shine and con-
tinue to be a beacon of light for
Penang and the tourism industry.

Lim praised Sim Leisure for
consistently introducing new attrac-
tions and products to keep visitors
interested and coming back for
more.

“This is the first eco-tourism
project in Penang and probably in
Malaysia. Repeat visits by tourists
are how you measure your suc-
cess,” said Lim.

He added that Escape is a fine
example of the 4Ps partnership
between the public sector, the pri-
vate sector, professionals and the
people.

Lim said the state government,
through the Penang Development
Corporation (PDC), provided
RM16 million funding for Sim’s
project when no financial institution
was willing to do so.

He recalled that it was done
through Redeemable Convertible
Preference Shares (RCPS) worth
RM16 million shares in Sim Lei-
sure issued to the Penang govern-
ment in 2016 for the construction
of Escape.

“I feel banks should be more
forward-looking by undertaking
project financing based on feasibil-
ity of the project instead of basing
it on safe traditional collateral fi-
nancing.

“Earlier this year, Sim Leisure
Group paid back the RM 16 million
it owed in full, including RM3.4
million in interest to PDC. This was
done two years ahead of its matu-
rity,” Lim said.

He said he was also proud of the
world record of 1,111m set by Sim
Leisure for the longest tube water
slide in the world. It shattered the
previous record of 365m set in
Germany by 212%.

Sim, gushing with pride, later
led Chow, Lim and many other
guests to the top of the hill using
chair lifts to see the starting point
of the water slide.

Some went for a ride too and
were thrilled. For Sim, he knows
what it means to have childlike fun
and make money too.
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creative talents

Story by Edmund Lee
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

HE Penang government is empha-

sising the importance of art educa-
tion to cultivate problem-solving skills
among youths.

State Youth and Sports Committee
chairman Soon Lip Chee said youths
are an important asset and also the fu-
ture to the country.

He said there is a need to discuss and
plan more educational programmes for
teenagers.

“Today, we are gathering here to
learn about STEAM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Education, Art & Mathematics).

“Teenagers can learn to cherish
knowledge through art education,
which can make them more brilliant.

“We hope to cultivate more leaders
and to achieve more development for

e
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Jagdeep says the state appreciates the contributions of Eurasians.

State cares for Eurasian
community, says Jagdeep

PENANG will always uphold the inter-
ests of the Eurasian community in the
state, says state Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning Commit-
tee chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo.

He said whether the community is large
or small, the state would not forget its roots
here.

Recalling his childhood days with his
siblings, he said they used to cycle around
Kampung Serani in Pulau Tikus back then.

“I was growing up in Western Road and
there were a number of Eurasians residing
there.

“This shows that the community has a
long history in Penang and they continue
to thrive.

“In fact, the Eurasians have been here
for 233 years since the time Captain Fran-
cis Light arrived here.

“Let me assure you that the state will
always look out for your needs.

“None of you will walk alone,” said
Jagdeep, who was representing Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow, during the Penang
Eurasian Association’s (PEA) 100th year
anniversary gala dinner on Nov 9.

Jagdeep said Chow had been supportive
of the community by attending their events
held previously.

“The Chief Minister has attended many
of the PEA events, including the walk from
Fort Cornwallis to Church of the Assump-
tion on Aug 14,” he added.

Also present were Jagdeep’s wife Be-
linda Bhar, Pulau Tikus assemblyman Chris
Lee Chun Kit, PEA president Mavis Cath-
erine Baptist, 100th anniversary celebration
organising chairman Datuk Aloysius
Gasper, Only World Group Holdings Ber-
had (OWG) chief executive officer Tan Sri
Richard Koh and Tourism, Arts and Culture
Malaysia, Penang Office (Motac) director
Jonathan Freddy P. Bagang.
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Soon with the Chung Ling Private High School board members officially opening the

first STEAM education programme.

the country,” he said in his speech after
opening the first “STEAM Education
and Youth Training Programme in Ma-
laysia” at Chung Ling Private High
School in Air Itam on Nov 8.

Soon pointed out the “Youth For
Future” initiative under his portfolio
was a long-term plan to help youngsters
to create a better future development.

“The state will cooperate with vari-
ous sectors, including Chung Ling

Private High School, to create plat-
forms for youths,” he added.

Soon, meanwhile, said he would also
promote the students’ art abroad during
his overseas trips.

“We want to show encouragement for
the students’ efforts,” he added.

Also present were the school’s Pri-
vate Board deputy treasurer Teoh Peng
Seng and school principal Ng Jooi
Seah.
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OXA lends a hand to the needy

THE Old Xaverians Association
(OXA) celebrated its 95th anniversary
dinner with much joy and fun, and also
a thought for the needy.

Pulau Tikus assemblyman Chris Lee
Chun Kit, who represented Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow at the dinner,
presented cheques on behalf of OXA
to nine charitable organisations and
also the St Xavier’s Institution.

The recipients were the Penang
Shan’s Home, Penang Cheshire Home,
Spastic Children Association of Pen-
ang, St Nicholas Home, Children’s
Protection Society, National Cancer
Society of Malaysia (Penang branch),
Special Children Centre (Penang),
Persatuan OKU Al-Bukari, the Light-
house. Each was given RM2,000.

“I must commend OXA for not for-
getting your corporate social respon-
sibility, notably in the area of giving
back to society in the form of annual
donations to the various charities and
education grants to junior members to
pursue their further education,” said
Chris while reading Chow’s speech at
Lot 33 in Prangin Mall on Nov 9.

“This exemplary attribute is one of
the hallmarks of a true Xaverian, the
charitable spirit inculcated during the
students’ days in school, under the
guidance of the La Sallian Brothers.”

Chris, who is an old Xaverian him-
self, said the Alumni of Schools could
combine their resources to provide
necessary training relevant to Indus-
trial Revolution 4.0 (IR 4.0).

He said it was also important to
retain talent to help advance Penang
to be an intelligent state.

“Basically, Xaverians are very pas-
sionate people who hold dear to certain
values.

“We grew up with certain values
that made us very principled. As Xa-
verians, we are also natural rebels. A
lot of politicians from here came from
SXI.

“We have the capability of grooming
the next generation. We must go for-
ward, never give up but fight to create
a better Malaysia.

“Xaverians can be trend setters. We
bring up our children with certain
values that encourage them to speak
out against injustice.”

OXA president Khoo Khay Seang
said apart from the donations to the
charitable organisations, the associa-
tion has been sponsoring RM1,000
every year for the OXA Excellence
Award for SXI.

He added that this year, OXA has
extended its sponsorship of RM1,000
each for OXA Excellence Award to two
primary schools — St Xavier’s Branch
School and St Xavier’s Primary
School.

Khoo said last year, OXA contrib-
uted RM300,000 to St Xavier’s branch
school. The school had completed its
new building and as a tribute to OXA’s
contribution, named its hall as ‘Old
Xaverians’ Association Hall’.

Knowing that quite a number of its
OXA members are in the 50s and 60s,
Khoo said they started to arrange for
annual subsidised health checks for all
their members since last year.

Because of its popularity for these

two years, he said the health check
programme would be continued next
year.

Khoo, in his speech, also thanked
the association’s pioneers for making
good decisions on acquiring their own
building. About 500 people attended
the dinner.

“When OXA started in 1924 by the
first president Mr Lim Cheng Ean, the
association had no permanent prem-
ises.

Eventually, in the late 1960s, the
association purchased its own building
at 50 Perak Road, Penang,” he said.

He said OXA, which has been rent-
ing a building in Pulau Tikus, would
be moving back to its own building at
Perak Road next year after the tenancy
of a nursing home has expired.

“The present place we are renting is
too small. So, we want to move back
to provide more facilities for our mem-
bers,” he said.
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State govt joins
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fight against
diabetes, obes

Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

HE Penang government will

support a three-year aware-
ness campaign against obesity that
will be run by the Malaysian Pae-
diatric Association, says Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

He said the state government
has accepted a proposal by the as-
sociation to jointly conduct a three-
year awareness campaign amongst
school children in Penang.

“We will be sponsoring about
RM2 million to support this obesi-
ty campaign for the next three years
among school children in the sta-
te,” Chow said in his speech at the
‘Get Your Fit on 2.0 Fundraising
Event’ at Occupy Beach Penang in
George Town on Nov 3

“Obesity is one of the problems
especially amongst the young pe-
ople. And it is important to instil
the awareness while they are
young.

“Various awareness campaigns
and activities will be conducted for
this group so that they will continue
their life journey as healthy citizens
of this country.

“We will stand to lose even more

if one out of 10 citizens of our
state is inflicted with diabetes and
other life threatening diseases.”
Chow said the state government
would support all initiatives that

<
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Participants of the fundraising event sweating out in azumba dance.

could encourage Penang citizens
to live a healthy and active lifesty-
le as one of its taglines is to achie-
ve a cleaner, greener, safer and
healthier Penang.

The chief minister said he had
also attended various awareness
programmes in October and No-
vember, including the awareness
campaign against cancer just a day

earlier at the Esplanade.

He pointed out that it was a very
frightening revelation when Health
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly
Ahmad had said earlier this year
that Malaysia has the highest rate
of diabetes in Asia and one of the
highest in the world.

Similarly, Chow said it was also
of grave concern that the number

is foreseen to increase to seven
million Malaysians by year 2025
according to organising chairper-
son Belle Chan in her speech.

“This is why in every 10 citi-
zens, probably there will be one
suffering from diabetes.

“It is a lifestyle disease. It is
how we conduct ourselves, watch
our diet and whether we keep an
active lifestyle that will determine
whether we will be healthy for the
rest of our lives,” Chow added.

He said he was glad that the
Lions Club of Tanjung Putri and
other clubs in Region 1 had come
together to organise the meaning-
ful event to help raise funds for the
needy.

Chow later joined the 500-odd
participants in a zumba dance
which was held on Beach Street
in a beautiful and cool weather.

Also present were Lions Club
International District 308 B2 dis-
trict governor William Lim Kok

Peng, Lions Club honorary com-
mittee chairperson (past district
governor) Datuk Khoo Kay Huat,
Diabetes Awareness and Action
district chairperson Prof Dr Willi-
am Teh Siew Guan, Lions Club
International District 308 B2 Re-
gion 1 chairperson Rayson Khoo,
Lions Club of Tanjung Putri
chairperson Chan Lee Joo and
organising chairperson Belle
Chan.

Lee Joo said 20 Lions clubs in
the district managed to raise a
total of RM 13,000 which would
be donated to the Malaysian Dia-
betic Association Penang branch.
In their inaugural fundraising
event last year, she said they ma-
naged to raise RM2,000.

Lim, in his speech, said fighting
diabetes is the signature cause of
the Lions International this year
around the world. For his district,
he said they aimed to conduct
1,500 screenings last month.

Petach values strong partnerships to boost tourism

PENANG sces the need for joint
marketing efforts to achieve even
greater success as its reputation as a
tourism destination is becoming
more widespread.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage (Petach)
Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin said the fundamental basis for
making progress in developing tour-
ism was building strong partner-
ships — between tourism agencies
and the industry, across the public
sector and private sector.

“We are committed to fostering
a highly skilled tourism workforce
and I’'m proud to announce that
Petach was first among Malaysia’s
authority to foster a digital campaign
with Tik Tok,” Yeoh said in his
speech at the Malaysian Association
of Hotels (MAH) Penang Chapter
third biennial dinner recently.

“Our ongoing efforts to boost
Penang’s tourism development en-
compass restructuring, rebranding,
remarketing and repositioning the
state as a brand on the global mar-
ket.”

In June, Penang Global Tourism
collaborated with Tik Tok, an app
for short form mobile videos, to
promote Penang’s vibrant festivals,
diverse culture and rich heritage to
domestic and foreign tourists.

Tik Tok is said to have 180 mil-
lion international monthly active
users, including 50 million in South-
east Asia.

Yeoh said 2020 would be a very
important year for Penang as the
state government has made tourism
more central to its plans and pro-
grammes, especially the nation’s
Visit Malaysia Year 2020 and the
state’s Experience Penang Year

2020 (EPY 2020).

“Social media platforms play a
vital role in the transformation of the
travel sector over the last decade,
creating new businesses around
everything from sharing economy
to mobile apps.

“Travellers are more tech-savvy
and digital innovation helped form
a framework for entirely new seg-
ments to not only enter the market—
but thrive!

“We have also jumped on the
band wagon, leveraging emerging
technologies for better engagement
and providing more personalised
experiences.”

Also present were former state
executive councillor Datuk Law
Heng Kiang, MAH immediate past
president Samuel Cheah, who was
also representing MAH president
Kamaruddin Baharin, MAH Penang

chapter chairman Khoo Boo Lim
and organising chairman Raj Ku-
mar.

Khoo said this year they unani-
mously decided to have the dinner,
also known as ‘Mingle & Jingle
3.0’, on the mainland side of Penang
since the previous two were held on
the island.

He also encouraged all the hotel-
iers to work together and ensure all
visitors experience the mesmerising
‘Diversity of Penang’ and make the
EPY 2020 a resounding success for
the state.

“These recent years mainland of
Penang has developed by leaps and
bounds and the changes are invig-
orating,” Khoo said in his speech.

“Investments are pouring in and
with the support of the people and
government, the future is looking
very bright and exciting.

“The objectives of this dinner
have always been the same — to use
the funds raised wisely and dili-
gently towards the benefit of all the
association and its members.”

Khoo later presented a Lifetime
Achievement Award on half of
MAH Penang Chapter to Law.

Cheabh, in his speech, praised the
MAH Penang Chapter for playing
an active part in several key corpo-
rate social responsibility projects as
well as an important role in the
tourism industry.

One of the latest significant con-
tributions, he said, was the ‘Ambu-
lance for Life Project’, initiated by
Hard Rock Hotel, where the chapter
and several hotel members came
together to raise fund to purchase a
fully equipped ambulance for the
benefit of the Batu Ferringhi/Teluk
Bahang community and tourists.




Story by K.H. Ong
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OLLOWING the success of the two

digital libraries in Jalan Masjid Negeri,
the third one, known as Penang Digital Li-
brary @ Batu Maung (PDL(@Batu Maung),
was launched at Southbay Plaza in Batu
Maung recently.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow and state
Domestic and International Trade, Entrepren-
eur Development and Consumer A ffairs Com-
mittee chairman Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain
both officially opened the 3,800sq ft library that
they believed would serve well the residents of
Batu Maung and neighbouring areas.

Equipped with public WiFi connection,
laptops and tablets as well as a few smart tele-
visions for displaying e-books and other rele-
vant information for knowledge sharing, it is
open from 10am to 10pm daily.

Chow also revealed that another digital li-
brary, Penang Digital Library @ Butterworth,
was being set up at a former hawker centre at
Dewan Ria in Kampong Benggali, Butter-
worth.

“We need to embrace the digital age.

“I have emphasised in the State Legislative
Assembly sitting on how important the digital
age is for the development of Penang and
Malaysia as we are able to do things different-
ly and more efficiently compared to yeste-
ryears.

“With technology, everything seems to be

third digital hbrary

possible. With the collaboration of industry
players and community, I believe we can
transform our state by embracing digital tech-
nology.

“We are working hard to ensure that Penang
continues to surge forward with the tech era.
At the moment, you can see there are many
conferences about technology, innovation,
creativity and so on.”

Chow also thanked the industry players for
collaborating with the state government and
also the federal and state agencies for their
support.

Also present were Southwest district officer
Mohd Hafiz Aswad Nadzri, Chief Minister
Incorporated deputy general manager S. Bha-
rathi, Penang Science Cluster director Datuk
Yoon Chon Leong, Mah Sing Group chief
executive officer Datuk Ho Hon Sang, Mah
Sing chief operating officer Everlyn Khaw,
Intel vice-president Lynn Olson, Inari of Tech-
nology chief executive officer K.C. Lau, Tele-
kom Malaysia Penang general manager Kevin
Lee, SNS Nework Company’s Ko Yun Hung
and Southbay Plaza Committee chairman
Ngoo Seong Boon.

Chow said the inspiration to establish the
first Penang Digital Library in Jalan Masjid
Negeri came after his predecessor Lim Guan
Eng visited Keysight Technologies, which was
instrumental in setting up the library by contri-
buting the software and equipment, in October
2016.

In May 2017, the library began to operate

Young and old making use of the facilities at the newly-opened Penang Digital Library
@ Batu Maung.

24 hours daily to allow round-the-clock access
for free learning space.

After that, the state government, through
CMI, transformed an old bungalow beside the
Penang Digital Library in 2018 to the present
Penang Digital Library 2.

“I don’t think that there is a 24-hour library
elsewhere in Malaysia. I believe a digital libra-
ry is being set up in Alor Star.

“I hope the PDL@Batu Maung can be
sustainable. It’s a social programme, not much
revenue can be earned but this is a good initi-
ative for the children,” Chow added in his
speech on Nov 2.

Abdul Halim said PDL@Batu Maung was
one of the initiatives of the state government
to transform Batu Maung under the second
phase of the Batu Maung 4Ts (Tourism, Tech-
nology, Transportation and Tranquility) plan.

He said it was a continuation from the pre-
vious success of the first STEAM (Science,

Technology, Engineering, Arts & Mathematics)
programme launched in December 2018 at
Trends Southbay.

“The future lies in the hands of the young.
‘We want to them to quickly embrace this new
technology. We want to build and develop
talents for the future,” Abdul Halim, who is
also the Batu Maung assemblyman, said in
his speech.

According to Bharathi, the setting up of
PDL@Batu Maung was supported by five
sponsors — Mah Sing, Intel, Inari, SNS and
Telekom Malaysia.

“Our Penang digital libraries currently
have a total 04,000 e-books in our database.
We will get 20,000 more from the National
Library next year.”

On the digital library in Butterworth, she
said it was 85% completed and hoped that
the 20,000sq ft facility could be launched in
January.

Igniting the passion for STEM through

science fair

THE Penang International Science Fair
(PISF) 2019, held on Nov 2 and 3, at-
tracted thousands of visitors to the Setia
SPICE Arena.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who officiated the &
event, hoped it would help
to spark the interest in @
STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and
Mathematics) among chil-
dren as well as their parents.

“This year, we have 10 secondary and
six primary schools setting up their own
booths to run workshops for visitors.

“Also, we also have the largest number
of STEM-related hands-on activities for
students.

“A total of 25,000 activity slots are
prepared for students for them to gain
practical experience and to have an enjoy-
able learning experience,” said Chow
during his speech at the fair on Nov 2.

Chow also highlighted the Maker Fest
event (part of the fair) which features
competitions in robotics, mobile apps,
software coding and many others, includ-

A robot display which caught the attention
of those attending the event.

ing the Coolest Project Competition, held
for the first time in Asia.

Coolest Projects comprised Visual Pro-
gramming, Games, Web, Mobile Apps,
Hardware, Open Robotics Design Chal-
lenge, Lego Robotics, Advanced Robotics,
AgriTech competition, Junior Innovate

A

£

R

Nation-
al Level, CPR competition and Pop-Up
challenge.

Chow said PISF would indeed be a
great platform to educate the next genera-
tion and to build a pipeline of world class
talents needed for the continued growth of
Penang.

“Having this in mind, it is crucial for
us to advance the readiness of the local
manufacturing industries for the digital
age.

“It is also important for us to advance

[

(From Ieft) 00| Ramasamy, Yew and Chow V|S|t|ng one of the booths at the fair.
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the green economy to raise household
incomes as envisaged in the Penang2030
vision,” Chow said.

Also present were Deputy Chief Min-
ister II Prof Dr P. Ramasamy, Penang
Science Cluster chief executive officer Ooi
Peng Ee and Penang Island City Council
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang.

The PISF, which offered plenty of ex-
citing programmes for the public, espe-
cially school children was organised by
Penang Science Cluster.
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