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RM13.3b f
investment record
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MIDA statistics show Penang
remains top draw for investors

HIEF Minister Chow Kon A
Yeow on Dec 3 announced - b INVEST
at a press conference that the o @ penarngd
h state has set a new mark in F 4 ‘ T t |A d M f t ]
total approved manufacturing .
investments. Among others, a - 3""' - Sl pprove llfiele urlng

Investments in Penang from

visibly delighted Chow said:
g @ e 2009 — September 2019

b : "'"’{ YEARS EMPLOYMENT| DOMESTIC |FOREIGN A TOTAL INVESTMENT
_ (RMMil) | (RMMil) | (RM Mil)
Mark achieved Target for y
months of 2019 billion 2010 | 21,618 1,786.85 | 10,451.00 | 12,237.96
/ 2011 | 14,293 1,06040 | 7,146.00 | 9,106.01
Electrical ~ 2012 10,359 1.344.90 1,126.55 | 2,471.46 ,
an%ﬂﬁﬁt{&"'cs ~ Amount 2013 | 14,515 2,117.86 | 1,794.39 | 3,912.26
scientificand @ — ~— @ second-highest
measuring F among all 2014 | 17,896 3,048.78 | 511359 | 8,162.37 )
equi ';'a,'gv'ead states 2015 | 18,725 222560 | 4,498.70 | 6,724.30
2016 | 10,816 1,237.00 | 3,057.00 | 4,294.00
Previous 2017 | 13,553 227139 | 8,540.50 | 10,811.88
15,013 new jobs ffu#l-\}ﬁagrzr%qﬂ_r d 2018 | 9,499 2,087.70 | 3,69340 | 5781.00 )
to be created or k.2 billion J
setin 2010 2019 | 15.013 1,257.36 | 12,000.74 | 13,258.11

(Jan-Sep)
TOTAL | 154,983 20,054.58 | 58,870.87 | 78,924.59

Source: MIDA

*See page 4 for full story




Significant
milestone
for business

events

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

ELEGATES from the glob-

al business events industry
gathered at the historic dual confer-
ences — the ICCA Asia Pacific
Summit 2019 and the BE@Penang
2019 — marking a major milestone
for both Penang and the Asia Pa-
cific Chapter of the International
Congress and Convention Associa-
tion (ICCA).

Penang won the bid to host the
inaugural ICCA Asia Pacific Sum-
mit and the conference was held
concurrently with the fourth edition
of the state’s homegrown confer-
ence BE@Penang at Setia SPICE
Convention Centre.

The two-day conferences, which
started on Dec 5, featured 40 speak-
ers from 20 countries and over 350
delegates.

Penang Convention and Exhibi-
tion Bureau (PCEB) chief execu-
tive officer Ashwin Gunasekeran
said the collaboration and network-
ing between the delegates would
generate better ideas and perspec-
tives to further grow the business
events market share in the region.

“The delegates are market lead-

ers in their own field and in their
respective countries. They are the
ones who are ‘moving’ the busi-
nesses around, hence, it is an ad-
vantage for Penang as a business
events destination.

“We strive to make Penang as
one of the leading business events’
destinations in the Asia Pacific re-
gion,” Ashwin said when met at the
event on Dec 5.

ICCA Asia Pacific Chapter
chairman Jason Yeh said the chap-
ter now has 291 members from 16
countries and territories.

“The membership is still grow-
ing at a steady pace and it could not
be made possible without your
professionalism and support.

“The ICCA Asia Pacific Summit
is a place for us to meet and interact
as a Chapter and as the Asia Pa-
cific tribe; outside the regular ICCA
congresses and IMEX shows. A big
‘terima kasih’to the ICCA Malaysia
Committee for your teamwork.

“It is my dream to see that the
summit will grow stronger in the
coming years,” he said in his
speech.

Penang Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said the business events industry is

Yeoh (third from left), Ashwin (second from left) and the VIPs leaving their palm imprints on the clay to
mark the opening ceremony of the two conferences.

an important sector in the state’s
economic development.

“Penang has its own unique ap-
peal and ecosystem for business
events. Look at this pillarless ball-
room of Setia SPICE Convention
Centre. It has the capacity to host
up to 10,000 people!

“Penang is proud to showcase its
culture, the George Town Unesco
World Heritage Site, attractive
places of interest such as The
Habitat Penang Hill and The TOP
Penang, and obviously its mouth-
watering street food. There are
many more places in Penang for
visitors to experience and enjoy,”
Yeoh said.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow congratulated the
delegates for making the historic
convergence a success.

“I hope that you will not only
prosper from the insights and

knowledge that you gained over the
two days, but also immerse yourself
in Penang’s warm hospitality and
experience.

“May you emerge as a more
engaged, empowered and excep-
tional individual who is prepared
for the future,” he said in a video
message.

The two-day conferences were
organised by PCEB, Anderes
Fourdy Events Sdn Bhd and ICCA
Asia Pacific Chapter.

Also present were ICCA presi-
dent James Rees and the Malaysian
Association of Hotels (MAH)
Penang Chapter chairman Khoo
Boo Lim.

By Azmi Hussin
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The delegates enjoying the mouth-watering delicacies at the ‘Wholly
Penang! Cocktail and Dinner’ event at Hin Bus Depot.

Conference delegates
let their hair down

DELEGATES at the Interna-
tional Congress and Convention
Association (ICCA) Asia Pa-
cific Summit 2019 had a mind-
blowing selection of Penang
local street food at the “Wholly
Penang! Cocktail and Dinner”
event at Hin Bus Depot on Dec
5.

The event was hosted by the
Penang Convention and Exhibi-
tion Bureau (PCEB).

Among the mouth-watering
delicacies were Penang char

koay teow, passembur, satay,
laksa, and fried oyster.

Those present also had the
chance to savour the unique nasi
lemak sushi, and the tantalising
Nyonya cuisine.

The event was also a memo-
rable one for ICCA Asia Pacific
Chapter chairman Jason Yeh,
who received a birthday surprise
from PCEB at the dinner.

Joining in the celebration was
PCEB chief executive officer
Ashwin Gunasekeran.
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HE Asia Pacific region is

developing its interna-
tional business, International
Congress and Convention As-
sociation (ICCA) president
James Rees said.

“ICCA tracks the meetings
database each year and there
are now 12,000 meetings in our
database. While Europe re-
mains a dominant player in the
market, the Asia Pacific region
is starting to grow its interna-
tional business.

“There are destinations,
venues, and suppliers in the
Asia Pacific region that can
maximise this fantastic oppor-
tunity,” he said in his keynote
address after the opening cer-
emony of the historic dual
conferences — the ICCA Asia
Pacific Summit 2019 and the
BE@Penang 2019 — at Setia
SPICE Convention Centre on

Dec 5.

Rees said the ICCA Asia Pa-
cific membership growth has
been fantastic.

“It has grown from about 100
members in 1995 to 291 this
year, and I believe that the num-
ber will break the 300 mark next
year.

“As the regional membership
grows, we have more opportuni-
ties to network and share educa-
tion and businesses together.

“The sectors we represent in
the Asia Pacific are venues,

Asia Pacific sees growth in
international business

The LED dragon dance

mesmerises the crowd

destination marketing, meetings
management, meetings support,
transport and honorary mem-
bers,” he added.

He said the headquarters of
ICCA is in Amsterdam and it has

offices around the world.

“We have over 1,100 mem-
bers from more than 100 coun-
tries worldwide,” he added.

The two-day dual confer-
ences attracted more than 350

Author shares principles behind success

HE is the author of seven books,
including international bestseller
“Natural Born Winners” which is
sold in over 80 countries in 18 lan-
guages.

He has a world-class reputation
as a conference speaker, including
for some successful companies such
as Microsoft, IBM, Coca Cola,
Nokia and HSBC.

Leading success strategist Robin
Sieger shared his principles behind
success during the historic dual
conferences - ICCA Asia Pacific
Summit 2019 and BE@Penang
2019 - at Setia SPICE Convention
Centre on Dec 6.

Sieger outlined seven principles
in his closing keynote address.

The seven principles mentioned
were clearly define your goal; have
a flexible plan; be confident; have
no fear of failure; have a purpose and
be passionate about your purpose;
be committed and celebrate success.

“Concentrate on two things in
your life - the ‘where’ and the
‘when’. Do not worry about the
‘how’.

“We spend our life worrying how
we are going to do things. If you

Sieger delivering his closing keynote address.

know how you are going to do it,
you haven’t stretched yourself.

“Don’t be afraid of failure. A
child learns how to walk by falling
over an average of 240 times,” he
said in his speech.

Sieger also told the delegates to
not think badly of themselves and
learn to recognise opportunities.

International Congress and Con-
vention Association (ICCA) Asia

Pacific Chapter chairman Jason Yeh
thanked ICCA, Penang Convention
and Exhibition Bureau (PCEB) and
Anderes Fourdy Events Sdn Bhd for
making the conferences a success
during the closing ceremony.

The delegates were also treated
to a finale party, hosted by PCEB
and Setia SPICE Convention Cen-
tre, at the SPICE Rooftop Garden
after the ceremony.

delegates from 20 countries.

Participants were treated to
spellbinding acts such as the
LED dragon dance, and the con-
temporary dance performance
by homegrown dance group
Euphoria during the opening
ceremony.

Also present were state Tour-
ism Development, Arts, Culture

and Heritage Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin, Penang
Convention and Exhibition Bu-
reau (PCEB) chief executive
officer Ashwin Gunasekeran,
ICCA Asia Pacific Chapter
chairman Jason Yeh and the
Malaysian Association of Hotels
(MAH) Penang Chapter chair-
man Khoo Boo Lim.

Former Thai PM makes
maiden visit to Penang

FORMER Thai Prime Minister
General Chavalit Yongchaiyudh
has expressed his interest to
learn more about the technical
courses offered by the Penang
Skills Development Centre
(PSDCO).

“We want to learn more about
the electrical and electronics
industry,” he said during his
courtesy call on Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow in Komtar on
Dec 3.

Joining him were Thai con-
sul-general in Penang Raschada
Jiwalai, Prolac (Thailand) Co.
Ltd. chief executive officer Dr
Aswin Wattanapramote, Halagel
representative Datuk Seri Ah-
mad Rodzi and Mangmee Thai
Food Products Co. Ltd. chief
executive officer Senong

Vechkij.

Yongchaiyudh, who was Thai
PM from 1996 to 1997, said this
was his first trip to Penang and
he shared his plan of visiting the
PSDC before returning to Thai-
land.

Pensonic representative Da-
tuk Tahir Jalaluddin Hussain
told Chow about a research col-
laboration between a Malaysian
company and a Thai-based
company to combat HIV and
cancer.

Chow said that it is high time
to focus on empowering the
entire region than just the coun-
try.

“We need to ‘energise’ the
Asian countries,” he said.

Also present was Chow’s po-
litical secretary Teh Lai Heng.
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ENANG has already man-

aged to break its own in-
vestment record achieved with
an outstanding RM13.3 billion
of total approved manufacturing
investments for the period of
January to September this year
(9M2019) — smashing the full-
year total of RM12.2 billion
achieved in 2010.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the latest announce-
ment by the Malaysian Invest-
ment Development Authority
(MIDA) showed that Penang
had successfully garnered 113
approved manufacturing pro-
jects amounting to RM13.3
billion.

“The projects are expected to
create 15,013 new jobs in Pen-
ang. The two major sectors with
the most significant investments
are electrical and electronics
products and scientific and
measuring equipment.

“Penang contributed 23% of
Malaysia’s total approved man-
ufacturing investments for
9M2019 and its total approved

Flood woes in Hong Seng E{iﬁﬂ@ resolved
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HONG Seng Estate residents can
now heave a huge sigh of relief fol-
lowing the recent completion of a
flood mitigation project in the area.

Pulau Tikus assemblyman Chris
Lee Chun Kit said the state govern-
ment and the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) worked very
closely to resolve the perennial
flood issues by laying an under-
ground bypass for water from the
uphill stream and rainwater to flow
out of the area there.

“Each time when it rained previ-
ously, we would have a headache
because we could expect the area to
be flooded,” Lee said during an
interview.

“But since the bypass was built
at the end of last year and com-
pleted a few months ago, we have
not encountered any flood woes.”

He said with the cooperation of
the Kebun Bunga state constituency
office, they managed to get the help
of MBPP to tackle the problem.

RM10b target
surpassed

manufacturing investments of
RM13.3 billion is the second
highest among the states.

“It has surpassed the state’s
2018 full year amount of RM5.8
billion,” an overjoyed Chow
told a press conference at his
office in Komtar on Dec 3.

Chow said the state’s RM13.3
billion of total approved manu-
facturing investments was 100%
above its 10-year average (of
RM6.6 billion) approved manu-
facturing investments record.

“The total approved manu-
facturing investments of
RM13.3 billion has also sur-
passed our full-year target of
RM10 billion which I had an-
nounced in August.

“This is testament that Pen-
ang continues to be a favourable
destination for investors,” he
said.

Chow said the state is notably
one of the key contributors to
Malaysia’s foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI).

“Penang attracted RM12 bil-
lion of approved manufacturing
FDI (+445% year-on-year) for
9M2019. It represents 30.6% of
the country’s total approved

As the private estate was estab-
lished many years ago, most the 800
over houses were built there without
proper control.

Even many of the paved roads
between the rows of houses are too
narrow for opposing cars to pass
by.

Some of the houses were then
built on top of a makeshift under-
water tunnel that had covered the
natural stream.

Lee said after years of erosion of
the underwater tunnel, the founda-
tion of these houses gave way and
a few houses collapsed in 2017.

This resulted in the collapsed
material blocking the waterway and
thus the area was flooded when it
rained.

To solve the problem, the state
government together with MBPP
installed water pumps but the
pumps were overwhelmed by
downpours.

‘When this happened, floods oc-

=

Chow and Loo (left) addressing the media during the press conference.

manufacturing FDI.

“The top FDIs were from the
United States, Singapore and the
United Kingdom. Some remark-
able investments in Penang were
from Micron Technology, Jabil
Circuit and Smith + Nephew,
among others,” Chow added.

Chow attributed Penang’s
success to a combination of a
well-established ecosystem,
strong talent pool, good infra-
structure, experience in the in-
dustry and strong support ser-
vices for investors.

“I wish to record the state’s

curred and damaged the houses.
Furthermore, the residents were
affected as the roads were impass-

appreciation to the federal gov-
ernment, especially to the Fi-
nance Ministry, International
Trade and Industry Ministry and
MIDA, for their professionalism
and the working relationship in
ensuring efficient investment
facilitation,” he said.

Chow said the Penang gov-
ernment would continue to fo-
cus on bringing in high quality,
high technology investments
with high value jobs that suit the
state’s industry profile through
investPenang and Penang De-
velopment Corporation (PDC).

.:'l -EMJ-“ :
Lee showing where the underground bypass was laid.

able until the floodwaters receded.
Lee said he was delighted that
MBPP finally got the underground

“We are committed to work-
ing with new and existing inves-
tors for long-term growth,” he
added.

investPenang chief executive
officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian said
Penang benefited from the Unit-
ed States-China trade war.

“We also stressed on attract-
ing quality projects,” she said.

Also present were state Tour-
ism Development, Arts, Culture
and Heritage Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin and Chow’s
political secretary Teh Lai
Heng.

bypass project going, giving the
residents peace of mind even if it
rains heavily.
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MMA fighters

slu

Pix courtesy of
lewanphotog

HE Pendekar Fighting

Challenge (PFC) held at
the BM City Mall in Bukit
Mertajam concluded success-
fully after the energetic par-
ticipation of 40 fighters from
various states in Malaysia.

Many of them came from
Negri Sembilan, Malacca,
Perak, Kedah and
Penang.

Penang executive
councillor Dr Afif Ba-
hardin, who is also
Seberang Jaya assem-
blyman, said the
championship’s objec-
tive was to unearth
talents for the Malay-
sia Mixed Martial Arts
Association (MASM-
MAA) to prepare them
for higher level com-
petitions. gl

“This is a small step :
for us (PFC & Youth of 2‘
Seberang Jaya) to as-
sist MASMMAA to
promote amateur mixed
martial arts,” Afif said
in his speech at the opening of
the PFC on Nov 30.

The PFC was held for the
ninth time throughout Malaysia
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Two of the fighters grappling
with each other at the
Pendekar Fighting Challenge.
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Azmi of Melaka (top) piling up the
pressure on Muhamad Safwan of
Perak before going on to win the
welterweight (75kg-77kg) final.

since its inception in 2016. In
three short years, they have
recruited over 200 fighters.

o it out

Dr Afif (fourth from left) with
some of the officials after
launching the Pendekar
Fighting Challenge in Bukit
Mertajam.

The programme was or-
ganised by the Kelab Belia
Sejagat and Pendekar Mixed
Martial Arts (MMA) Acad-
emy with the cooperation of
the Central Seberang Perai
Youth and Sports Office,
MASMMAA, Northern Re-
gion Service Center for
Housing & Local Govern-
ment (KPKT) Ministry and
Pemuda Penggerak Bagan
(ZK).

The highlight of the PFC
was the super heavyweight
(120kg and above) final in
which Ahmad Zamani Hassan
Noor of Penang overpowered
Harith Zharfan Mohd Hamdan
of Melaka for the gold medal.

N'EW'S I
REsuLTs:———

oFlyweight (55.2kg - 56.7kg):

1. Muhammad Hidayat Mustaffa (Perak),

2. Amir Fitri Azwan (Kedah).
eBantamweight (56.7kg - 61.1kg):

1. Muhammad Zuhair Ramli (Kedah),

2. Muhammad Najib Arimatul Hisham (Perak).
®Featherweight (61.2kg):

1. Muhammad Idham Faiezal Kamarul Bahrin
(Kedah),

2. Muhammad Norizzuwan Muhamad Norham
(Penang).

®Featherweight (65kg):

1. Chan Kai Yang (Penang),

2. Muhammad Nur Amiruddin Muhammad
Sukeri (Perak).

oWelterweight (70kg):

1. Muhamad Faiq Ishak (Melaka),

2. Muhammad Nur Naim Rosli (Perak).
oWelterweight (75kg-77kg):

1. Azmi Deros (Melaka),

2. Muhamad Safwan Ramli (Perak).
oeMiddleweight (77.1kg - 83.8kg):

1.Hanif Rakhali Malik Mohammad (Melaka),
2. Muhammad Nur Amin Bin Tarmizi (Perak).
®Heavyweight (93kg - 120kg):

1. Muhammad Shukri Mat Shamsudin (Perak),
2. Mohd Faizal Omar (Negeri Sembilan).
oSuper Heavyweight (120kg and above):

1. Ahmad Zamani Hassan Noor (Penang),

2. Harith Zharfan Mohd Hamdan (Melaka).

Muhammad Hidayat of Perak (top) having
the upper hand over Amir Fitri of Kedah and
went on to win the flyweight final.

Secretariat officials and helpers posing for a
photograph at the Pendekar Fighting Challenge.

—
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RESULTS:

eLatin Open
Professional:

1. Aurimas Bartkus-
Ashley Nicole Lune
(Phi), 2. Liu Liang-
Wan Xi Yue (China), 3.
Cedric Chan-Jennifer
Tin (HK).

e Latin Asia Pacific
Professional:

1. Liu Liang-Wan Xi

British couple dance their
way inF(I) judges’ hearts

Ghigiarelli and his wife Andracchio finally
land the World Professional Ballroom
Championship in Penang.

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Alvie Cheng

EEING the world’s best dancers taking part

live at the 2019 WDC World Professional
Ballroom Championship at SETIA Spice Con-
vention Centre in Penang must be a mesmerising
experience for many spectators.

While it was a serious competition at the high-
est level, the professional dancers made it a
lively evening for the crowd as they swirled
around the ballroom with smiles on their faces
and fire in their bellies.

Local ballroom dancing enthusiasts could not
have asked for more as the 26th Penang Interna-
tional Ballroom Dancing Championship also took
place on the same day and at the same venue.

Many attendees stayed on even though the
night’s programmes starting at 7pm on Nov 30
for both championships ran over to the next day,
finishing about an hour past midnight.

Competitors from 25 countries put on their
best dancing shoes to compete in the various
categories. The World Professional Ballroom
Championship, which was the highlight and held
for the first time in Southeast Asia, attracted 47
pairs with six pairs eventually qualifying for the
final.

British couple — Andrea Ghigiarelli and
Sara Andracchio —emerged as the champi-
ons, followed by Victor Fung-Anastasia
Muravyeva of the United States in second
place and Valero Colantoni-Monica Nigro
of Italy third.
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The Russian pair of Stanislav Zelianin-Irina
Cherepanova finished fourth, while Sergiu Rusu-
Dorota Rusu of Poland and Stas Portanenko-
Nataliya Koliada of Ukraine were placed fifth and
sixth respectively.

The six pairs made it to the final after going
through two preliminary rounds, quarter-finals
and semi-finals.

All the finalists impressed as they danced the
waltz, tango, Viennese waltz, foxtrot and quick-
step with confidence, control and passion, ac-
companied by relevant recorded music.

It was not easy for the panel of 12 adjudicators,
including Frances Teoh of host Malaysia, to de-
cide the winning pair but Ghigiarelli and Andrac-
chio became the king and queen of ballroom
dancing probably due to their telepathic under-
standing and exquisite skills honed over three
decades of partnership.

The British pair are actually on a hot streak
this year, having won three earlier championships
in the UK Open in January, Blackpool Dance
Festival in May and the 61st International Cham-
pionship in October.

“We have participated in the world champion-
ship eight times and finished four times as run-
ners-up. We felt good as runners-up but now as
champions, we feel even better,” said Ghigia-
relli, who married Andracchio 10 years ago.

“The audience was with us today. We love
Penang and this is our third visit here.”

Participants from various countries strike a pose before the championship gets under way.

His wife, Andracchio, chipped in: “It’s an
amazing journey for us. We never gave up hope.
We are very happy and satisfied.”

In the other categories, like the Professional
Latin Open, the dancers also delighted with their
skills when performing the cha-cha, samba,
rhumba, pasadoble and jive.

Dr Pitchet Rodchareon, a plastic surgeon in
Bangkok, was one of the participants who flew
in to Penang together with his wife, Pochanee,
and his tutor Sutatip Bunwilai, for the event.

He and Sutatip took part in the Latin Pro-Am,
and although they finished fifth behind four Hong
Kong pairs, Dr Pitchet was very happy to get a
piece of action.

“The people here are very lucky to see so many
world class dancers. They practise very hard for
this great competition,” he said.

State Tourism Development, Arts, Culture and
Heritage Committee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said Penang was very proud to host the highly
prestigious World Professional Ballroom Cham-
pionship and to see the top dancers vying for
honours.

“Many of us are still left awestruck by the
exceptional quality performances in the 2017
World Latin Championship which Penang
hosted two years ago,” Yeoh, who was represent-
ing Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, said in his
speech.

“The state government commends the highly
committed organising team for their tireless

dedication in bringing the world-class event to
George Town.”

Yeoh added that December would be an-
other busy month for Penang with the Penang
International Dragon Boat Festival, Butter-
worth Fringe Festival, Penang Pesta Chingay
Parade, Seberang Perai Chingay Parade and
many more leading up to Christmas and New
Year celebrations.

Organising chairman Datuk Henry Ooi, who

is also the vice-president of WDC and presi-
& dent of both Asian Dance Council and
Malaysian Ballroom Dance Association,
said they tried to stage a memorable cham-
pionship for everyone to remember.

! A couple having fun as they show perfect

control and poise at the 2019 WDC
Professional Ballroom Championship.

Yue (China), 2. Auri-
mas Bartkus-Ashley
Nicole Luna (Phi), 3.
Evan Kim-Melissa
Kim (S.Korea).

® Latin Open Ama-
teur:

1.Ryder Yang-
Anastaiia Zhigulina
(Chinese Taipei), 2.
Denis Kaliuzhnyi-Iri-
na Kovalchuk (NZ),
William Yap-Isabelle
Liew (Malaysia).

o Latin Asia Pacific
Amateur: 1. Ryder
Yang-Anastasiia Zhig-
ulina (Chinese Tai-
pei), 2. Jerome Wu-
Elena Huang (Chi-
nese Taipei), 3. Yi Jia
Wen-Shi Shuo Luan
(China).

oLatin Amateur
Rising Star:

1. Denis Kaliuzhnyi-
Irina Kovalchuk (N2Z),
2. Yang Shi Yao-Xu Zi
Yao (China), 3. Li Lin
Jun-Peng Yi Fan (Chi-
na).

eLatin Malaysia
Amateur Closed:

1. William Yap-Isa-
belle Liew, 2. Elyas
Jasmi-Allisa Umaai-
rah Jasmi, 3. Bryan
Woo-Kelly Lee.
eStandard Open
Amateur:

1. Jovan Tan-Yang Jia
Min (S’pore), 2. Daniel
Guthrie-Georgia Ker-
ton (Australia), 3.
Christopher Low-Cat-
rina (Malaysia).
eLatin Pro-Am: 1. Sal-
vo Sinardi-Pak Ling
(HK), 2. Jason Jiesi
Li-Alice Chow (HK), 3.
Terry Lei Tian-Iris Ho
(HK).

®World Professional
Ballroom Dancing:

1. Andrea Ghigirelli-
Sara Andracchio
(Britain), 2. Victor
Fung-Anastasia Mura-
vyeva (USA), 3. Vale-
rio Colantoni-Monica
Nigro (Italy).
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Foreign envoys

ENANG has gained a con-
siderable reputation for its
diversity and economic growth.

During a courtesy call on Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, ambas-
sadors from Argentina (Manuel
Jose Balaguer Salas), Brazil (Car-
los Martins Ceglia), Peru (Guido
Felipe Loyza Devescovi) and the
chargé d’affaires of Uruguay Juan
Andres praised Penang for its suc-
cess and uniqueness.

They were impressed with the
state’s vibrant economic develop-
ment, growing investment, excit-
ing places of interest and the
unique blend of cultures.

Also present was Brazil’s hon-
orary-consul in Penang, Datuk
Annie Chin.

The delegation paid a courtesy

call on Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow in Komtar ahead of the first
Latin American Film Festival
(LAFF) launch at Golden Screen
Cinemas (GSC) in Gurney Plaza
on Dec 3.

The film festival took place
from Dec 5 to Dec 8 with a selec-
tion of eight acclaimed Latin
American and Caribbean movies.

It was organised by the Latin
American and Caribbean embas-
sies in Malaysia.

Meanwhile, Chow said the
Penang government is doing its
best to attract investments to the
state.

“I believe that we are on the
right track in drawing in invest-
ments.

“We are doing well,” he said.

Meet the man who
wears many hats

HE is a great believer of do-
ing things that make him
happy.

Since his younger days,
Alex Tan Bok Hooi (pix) has
demonstrated a flair for writ-
ing.

His family was also very
supportive of his creativity
which helped to mould his
skills in creative writing.

His life journey brought
him to Kuala Lumpur, where
he graduated with a Master of
Science in Physics from Uni-
versiti Malaya.

Many people would wonder
how a particle physicist could end
up as an award-winning author.

More so when his book has
nothing to do with the science
of matter or energy.

Tan’s award-winning book,
“A Man And His Wallet” and
other stories, was selected by
the Majlis Buku Kebangsaan
Malaysia (Malaysian National
Book Council) as one of the
50 Best Malaysian Titles for
International Rights for
2016/2017.

The book was also exhibited
at the International Book Fes-
tival in Frankfurt, Germany.

Tan, 48, has also written a
Malay novel, “Topeng” (pub-
lished in 1992), and a collec-
tion of English short stories
entitled “Love will find You
and other stories”.

Tan, who is currently work-
ing as a medical consultant for

a company based in Kuala
Lumpur, said he has always
loved to experience new
things.

“Life is an adventure. I
have been in the corporate
field for two decades now and
I often travel to Europe to
meet and encourage medical
companies to invest in Pen-
ang,” Tan said during his
courtesy call on Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow at the
Penang International Airport
on Dec 1.

Tan presented some of his
books to Chow during his
visit while the Chief Minister
reciprocated by presenting a
pewter in the form of a minia-
ture trishaw.

Tan also proposed several
ideas to bring in more invest-
ments from medical device
companies.
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Chow posing with (from left) Salas, Ceglia, Chin, Devescovi and Andres after the envoys visited him.

seperti ikan, ayam,daging dan sayur.

ELAKKAN

PENCEMARAN 'SILUANG
PADAIMAKANANJANDA

Pencemaran silang atau “Cross Contamination”
merupakan pemindahan bakteria berbahaya dari
orang, bahan mentah, atau peralatan yang kotor yang
telah dimasak.

Basuh tangan dengan
bersih sebelum dan selepas
mengendalikan bahan mentah

Pastikan permukaan tempat
penyediaan makanan dan
peralatan bersih sebelum proses
penyediaan makanan.

Gunakan papan pemotong dan
pisau yang berasingan untuk
bahan mentah dan makanan yang
telah siap dimasak.

Simpan daging, ayam, makanan
laut dan telur berasingan
daripada semua makanan lain
dalam peti sejuk.

KERACUNAN MAKANAN DAPAT DIELAKKAN JIKA
CARA MENGENDALIKAN MAKANAN DIAMALKAN DENGAN BETUL.

BAHAGIAN KESELAMATAN DAN KUALITI MAKANAN

KEMENTERIAN KESIHATAN MALAYSIA




Tree Hotel Penang.

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Alvie Cheng, Chris-
topher Tan and courtesy
of M Summit Group

F you visit Penang during this
festive month, you will see
giant Christmas trees majesti-
cally set up at shopping malls,
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The flower ornament
made from recycled
bottles.

A Christmas tree made of glass bottles is spotted in front of Olive

hotels and even business prem-
ises.

Some of the premises owners
went the extra mile to decorate
their trees with recyclable items,
like the 6m-tall Christmas tree at
Menara M Summit in Jalan
Magazine which was decorated
with flower ornaments made

The 6m-tall Christmas tree at Menara M Summit is decorated with

flower ornaments made from 300 recycled bottles.

from 300 recycled bottles!
Menara M Summit houses the
M Summit 191 Executive Hotel
Suites.
M Summit Group corporate
communications manager Ng

Su-Ann said the hotel collected
the mineral water bottles that
were left behind by hotel guests.

“Each hotel room is provided
with two mineral water bottles.
Our housekeeping staff collected
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the empty bottles left behind by
our guests and we used them to
make flower ornaments for our
Christmas tree.

“We took four days to cut and
glue the bottles into the shape of
poinsettias otherwise known as
Christmas flowers before putting
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them up on the tree.

“Decorating this big beautiful
tree with recycled ornaments is
our way of spreading the green
message and making Mother
Nature smile.

“This effort is also in support
of the state government’s call to

niatill

practise the 3Rs — reduce, reuse
and recycle,” she said.

Meanwhile, several Christmas
trees made of glass bottles were
spotted in front of Olive Tree
Hotel Penang. The trees comple-
ment the other festive decora-
tions aimed at lifting the spirit of
the Yuletide celebration.

Over at Gurney Plaza, shop-
pers were in awe of the Hello
Kitty-themed Christmas celebra-
tion. The central atrium of the
mall was magically transformed
into a cotton candy-like wonder-
land.

The 1st Avenue Mall decided
to go with hanging mistletoes
and a gigantic Christmas tree;
while it was a “Merry Gold

DECEMBER 16 —31, 2019
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IN the spirit of Christmas this
month, Rose Charities Malaysia
and Lexis Suites Penang brought
cheer to some 80 underprivi-
leged children during the Christ-
mas Tree Lighting ceremony at
Lexis Suites Penang in Teluk
Kumbar on Nov 30.

The children were treated to
a sumptuous high-tea buffet,
entertained with mesmerising
magic shows and the best part
was when they gleefully took
part in the Christmas gift ex-
change activity.

They were from Crystal Fam-
ily Home, Pusat Pemulihan Dalam
Komuniti Permatang Damar Laut,
Penang Deaf Association and
Malaysian Buddhist Association
(MBA) Kindergarten.

Those present are clad in red Christmas costumes, setting the mood for an early festive celebration.

Early Yuletide joy for kids from charity homes

Tan Lean Kee, wife of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who
attended the ceremony, said it
was a joyful occasion filled with
a spirit of togetherness that sig-
nified the true meaning of “peo-
ple helping people”.

“We have to be grateful for
the abundance of blessings in
our life, as millions of children
around the world do not have
clean water and live in uncer-
tainty for their next meal.

“All of us here are living hap-
pily and enjoying the fruit of our
(state) economy, and on top of
that we are also blessed to have
organisations such as Rose
Charities Malaysia and Lexis
Suites Hotel who are thoughtful
about the well-being of the com-
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munity.

“I would like to take the
chance here to wish every one
of you a joyous and wonderful
Christmas and a Happy New
Year 2020,” Tan said during her
speech at the function.

Those who were present were
clad in red Christmas costumes,
setting the mood for an early
festive celebration.

A mock cheque presentation
also took place as Karen Lee
donated RM 5,000 to Rose Char-
ities Malaysia.

Also present were Rose Char-
ities Malaysia chairman Datuk
Lawrence Cheah, Lexis Suites
Penang general manager Ben Ho
and organising chairman Wil-
liam Tan.

Christmas” over at Gurney
Paragon Mall.

Visitors get to take photos
with the cute penguin, reindeer,
owl and snowman decorations
at Queensbay Mall.

Meanwhile, shoppers can
patronise the Straits Quay’s
Christmas Thematic Fair for
their Christmas needs. While
you are there, take part in the
“Christmas Whimsical Ride”
(Carousel Ride & Train Ride)
to complete your shopping ex-
perience.

There are hanging mistletoes
and a gigantic
Christmas tree

at 1st Avenue
Mall.
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A sample of the 2020 parcel rent bill. A sample of the 2019 parcel rent bill.

Headliners
for tech
festival

Story by Edmund Lee

EN headliners have been
identified as the main at-
tractions for the Penang TECH-
FEST2020 next September.
Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the international
technology festival which will
be held from Sept 11 to 20 next
year is all about experiencing

THE deadline to pay up the 2019
parcel rent in Penang has been ex-
tended to May 31 next year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the owners now have more time
to pay up their parcel rent without
being imposed any late charges.

“The 2019 parcel rent bills have
been delivered in stages to the re-
spective owners since November.

“Those who have yet to receive
their bill can visit the state District
office or the Penang Lands and
Mines office to get their bill before
Dec 31 this year.

“As for the 2020 parcel rent bills,
they will be delivered to the parcel
owners through the management
corporation (MC) or the joint man-
agement body (JMB) from January.

“For those who have not paid
their 2019 parcel rent, the arrears
will be shown on the 2020 parcel
rent bill without any late charges,”
Chow told a press conference at his
office in Komtar on Dec 10.

It was earlier reported that parcel
owners in Penang had until Dec 31

the latest innovations and tech-
nology from all around the
world.

“Buildings and streets in
Penang will be turned into
technology showcase sites
where networking, competi-
tions, panel discussions and
immersive trials with emerging
technology will take place.

“The festival aims to connect
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and bring together an ecosys-
tem of technologies, solutions,
consumers and key decision
makers.

“Ten headliners have been
identified to be the crowd-
pullers. The first headline is the
24th World Congress on Infor-
mation Technology 2020
(WCIT2020). The WCIT2020
is touted to be the Olympic-
level conference for informa-
tion technology.

“The WCIT2020 will take
place at Setia SPICE Conven-
tion and Exhibition Centre
from Sept 13 to 16 next year,”
Chow told a press conference
at his office in Komtar on Dec
2.

Chow said the other nine
headlines for Penang TECH-
FEST2020 include “5G Zone”,
“Esports”, “Future Cities Con-
nect”, “When Heritage, Arts
and Culture Meet Tech”, “The
Future of Travel Technology”
and “Intelligent Mobility and
Transport”.

The Penang TECHFEST2020
is a state initiative jointly or-
ganised by the National Tech

Parcel rent deadline extended

this year to pay up their 2019 parcel
rent without being imposed any late
charges.

The Penang Lands and Mines
Office has adopted the parcel rent
billing for strata-titled properties to
replace the quitrent or land tax from
Jan 1, 2019, through the Federal
Gazette P.U (B) 714, dated Dec 21
last year.

Chow also said that the parcel
rent is for owners whose property
building has obtained the strata title.

“For those stratified buildings
have yet to be issued the strata title,
parcel owners do not have to pay the
parcel rent. However, the owners
need to pay up the quit rent or land
tax to the MC,” he added.

Also present were state Local
Government, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo,
Penang Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
and Penang Lands and Mines di-
rector Akmar Omar.

Association of Malaysia
(Pikom) and strategically ena-
bled by the Malaysia Digital
Economy Corporation
(MDEC).

It targets six main areas,
namely, digital lifestyle, ethical
technology, experiential tech-
nology, social and interactive,
business transformation and
urban innovation.

Malaysia last hosted the
WCIT in 2008.

“The Kuala Lumpur
WCIT2008 secured total sales
and investments of RM8&.3 bil-
lion with more than 20,000 jobs
created.

“The WCIT2020 is expected
to draw 4,000 visionaries, cap-
tains of industry, government
leaders and academicians,” he
said.

Also present during the press

conference were state Tourism
Development, Arts, Culture and
Heritage Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin, Penang Global
Tourism (PGT) chief executive
officer Ooi Chok Yan and Pen-
ang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Datuk Yew
Tung Seang.

Joining them were Malay-
sian Communications and Mul-
timedia Commission (MCMC)
chief digital officer Gerard Lim
Kim Meng, MDEC chief oper-
ating officer Datuk Ng Wan
Peng, Pikom chairman Danny
Lee and Bank Negara Malaysia
(BNM) Penang head Hasjun
Hashim.



Penang

earmarks five

Story and pix by Edmund
Lee

HE Penang government has

identified five plots of land
specifically for People’s Housing
Projects (PPR).

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said they have ear-
marked two such plots on the is-
land and three on the mainland.

He said the five plots of land,
totalling 72.3 acres, are in Bandar
Jelutong, Jalan Mayang Pasir,
Ujung Batu, Kampung Tongkang
and Batu Kawan.

He said the state is always com-
mitted to looking into the plight of
those in the lower-income group.

As such, he said the state would
continue with its Rent-To-Own
(RTO) scheme for PPR despite the
federal government’s plans to re-

brand such schemes.

“I have urged the state Housing
Department and Penang Develop-
ment Corporation (PDC) to write
to the Housing and Local Govern-
ment Ministry.

“This is to ensure that part of
the RM10 billion allocation an-
nounced for the national budget for
next year could be used to fund
such schemes.

“Penang will still be maintain-
ing the RTO scheme to assist those
in poverty to rent before owning
PPR units,” he told a press confer-
ence at the PDC office in Bayan
Baru on Nov 27.

Jagdeep said PDC currently has
20 projects that make up a total of
21,484 units.

Of that total, 1,568 units had
been built, 3,677 units are in vari-
ous stages of being built and
16,239 units have already been
approved to be built.

Penang Monthly instrumental
in advocating change

ENGLISH author Edward Bulw-
er-Lytton once said that the pen is
mightier than the sword as words
can influence and inspire countless
people.

As such Penang’s very own
magazine, “The Penang Monthly”,
speaks volumes about Penang and
plays a pivotal role in disseminating
information.

Penang Institute executive direc-
tor Datuk Ooi Kee Beng said “Pen-
ang Monthly” serves as a great
platform in arguing thought-pro-
voking ideas.

“Penang needed a renaissance in
all possible aspects, such as culture,
politics, economics, and how Pen-
angites perceive themselves.

“They also need to rediscover
Penang, its rich and exciting past,
therole it (Penang) must play in the
present as well as its contribution
to the future of the region.

“Thus, the magazine is commit-
ted towards contributing towards a
Penang renaissance,” Ooi said dur-
ing his speech at Penang Monthly’s
10th anniversary celebration at the
Penang Institute on Nov 22.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who was present at the event,
praised Deputy Defence Minister

Liew Chin Tong, who is the brain-
child of the magazine.

“I would like to commend the
forward thinking Liew Chin Tong
for envisioning the need for a pub-
lication that encapsulates the ‘re-
naissance’ that Penang needed to go
through.

“Besides that, my appreciation
also goes to the Penang Monthly’s
team under the leadership of Datuk
Ooi, for their tireless effort in bring-
ing the magazine to where it is to-
day.

“Talso would like to applaud the
art columnist Ooi Kok Chuen for
writing without fail since the found-
ing of the magazine and covering
stories about art in the local, re-
gional and international arenas,”
Chow said.

The Chief Minister added that
Penang is a trendsetter in many
ways such as in the publishing
industry.

“After all, it was here in 1806
that the first newspaper in Southeast
Asia, the ‘Government Gazette’,
was published,” Chow added.

Meanwhile Liew expressed his
desire to see Penang Monthly
reaching a wider audience, thus
becoming a “National Monthly”.
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Jagdeep, state Housing Department senior p

rincipal assistan-t secretary Ainul Fadhilah Samsudi (left)
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and state Housing management assistant secretary Mohd Fauzy Mohd Yusoff (right) showing reporters
the three out of seven PDC projects scheduled to be completed next year.

The 3,677 units being built, he
said, are in seven projects.

“Three of the seven projects are
scheduled to be completed in the
first quarter of next year.

“They are Dua Residensi in

Teluk Kumbar with 694 units,
Jiran Residensi in Kampung Jawa,
Central Seberang Perai district
with 707 units and Kepala Gajah,
South Seberang Perai district with
41 units,” Jagdeep added.

He said PDC also had been
directed to write to the ministry to
ensure that those whose loans had
been rejected by banks would be
given priority for federal funds to
buy the unsold units.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

{T‘ 04 -2260218
F) 04 -226 0218

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

N.01 PENAGA

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

{T‘ 04 -383 9131
F) 04 - 383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

(T) 04-829 9143 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah m
T) 04 - 668 1062 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
F) 04 - 668 1062 YB Nor Hafizah Othman M
M N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor m

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

{Tg 04 -390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain

pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN2 mail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

T) 013 - 430 4400
P) 04-5767606

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04-351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT

YB Heng Lee Lee
b.emp&iqu_q_om

{T‘ 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung

ihsiaoleun nan: v.m

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.39 PULAU BETONG

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

DAP PENANG HQ

Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad

YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214

N.01 PENAGA

Md. Khalil Salleh (T) 012 - 598 4881
N.40 TELUK BAHANG novafasté3@gmail.com
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

¢ (T) 018 - 468 6610
mail.com

treamyx.com T) 04 - 228 8482 jmmohamed002
F) 04 -228 8514
N.05 SUNGAI DUA
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115 Yusri Isahak

ysrregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

(T

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON

OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA
HOTLINE MBPP

ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN
NEGERI

KASTAM

IMIGRESEN

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342

Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Sebera
EPF
SOCSO

999 JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809
}8? JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
) FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
04-262.1957 ( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
04-250 3419

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046

KANAK-KANAK
ng)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

Kalendar Pelancongan

N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye
[awi@d(aggg.grg

T) 04 - 5941163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah

ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lborahim

n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

U]

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

ET; 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

{T‘ 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 -280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAIJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2019
Nama Telefon . . .
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
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Kini dibuka k d i.*
.
ini dibuka kepada orang ramai.
Dua Residensi - Pemaju: Perbadanan Pembangunan Pulau Pinang | Nama Pihak Berkuasa yang Meluluskan Pelan Bangunan: Mailis Bandaraya Pulau Pinang | Nombor Rujukan Pelan Bangunan: MPPP/0SC/PB(6163)/13(LB) | Pajakan Negeri: 99 Tahun
(Tarikh Tamat Pajakan: 18/12/2115) | Tarikh Dijangka Siap: Jun 2019 | Bebanan: Tiada | Jumlah Unit Jenis 700kp: 346 unit | Harga Jualan Jenis 700kp: RM72,500 | Jumlah Unit Jenis 850kp: 174 unit | Harga Jualan Jenis 850kp: RM250,000 (Min) - RM275,000 (Maks) |

Jumlah Unit Jenis 1000kp: 174 unit | Harga Jualan Jenis 1000kp: RM300,000 (Min) - RM330,000 (Maks)
No. Lesen Pemaju Perumahan: 8924-5/10-2019/03051(L) Tempoh Sah: 24/10/2018 - 23/10/2019 | No. Permit Iklan & Jualan: 8924-5/10-2019/03051(P) Tempoh Sah: 24/10/2018 - 23/10/2019
Jiran Residensi - Pemaju: Perbadanan Pembangunan Pulau Pinang | Nama Pihak Berkuasa yang Meluluskan Pelan Bangunan: Majlis Perbandaran Seberang Perai | Nombor Rujukan Pelan Bangunan: MPSP/40/20-24/38 | Pajakan Negeri: 99 Tahun \
(Tarikh Tamat Pajakan: 23/11/2115) | Tarikh Dijangka Siap: Jun 2019 | Bebanan: Tiada | Jumlah Unit Jenis B (700kp): 353 unit | Harga Jualan Jenis B (700kp): RM72, 500 | Jumlah Unit Jenis C2 (850kp): 150 unit | Harga lualan Jenis C2 (850kp): RM200,000 (Min) - RM220,000 (Maks) |

Jumlah Unit Jenis C3 (1000kp): 204 unit | HargaJualan Jenis C3 (1000kp): RM250,000 (Min) - RM275,000 (Maks)
No. Lesen Pemaju Perumahan: 8924-6/11-2019/0964(L) | Tempoh Sah:18/11/2017 -17/11/2019 | No. Permit Iklan & Jualan: 8924-6/11-2019/0964(P) | Tempoh Sah:18/11/2017 - 17/11/2019 Perumahan

- Sekatan Kepentingan: Tanah yang diberimilik ini tidak boleh dipindah milik, dicagar, pajak, pajakan kecil atau sebarang bentuk urusniaga tanpa kebenaran Pihak Berkuasa Negeri. MamPu Mim{
- Huraian ciri-ciri di dalam ini adalah cadangan sahaja serta semua ilustrasi dan gambar adalah gambaran artis sahaja dan adalah tertakluk kepada perubahan sebagaimana yang dianggap sesuai oleh pihak pemaju atau sebagaimana yang dinasihatkan oleh pakar-pakar

perunding atau diperlukan oleh pihak berkuasa.
- Sila rujuk kepada Surat Perjanjian Jual Beli bagi unit sebenar untuk mendapatkan spesifikasi dan penerangan yang telah diluluskan oleh pihak berkuasa dan unit sebenar akan dibina dengan sewajarnya.
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MoU inked to meet
financing needs of SMEs

Story by Christopher Tan

CBC Bank (Malaysia)

Berhad has signed a Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) with enterprise resourc-
es planning (ERP) software and
solutions market leader Monitor
ERP System Sdn Bhd to provide
customised financing to Monitor
ERP’s small and medium-sized
enterprise (SME) customers to
purchase the proprietary Moni-
tor ERP system.

The business process man-
agement software allows an
organisation to integrate appli-
cations to manage their business
and automate the entire value
chain with the aim of enhancing
work efficiency, increasing pro-
ductivity and reducing labour
cost.

OCBC Bank Penang branch
senior manager Chea Hak Tee
said the customised financing
scheme represents part of the
bank’s ongoing commitment to
meeting the growing financing
needs of SMEs.

“We would like to continue to
play an active role in the govern-

ment’s plan for SMEs to be
significant contributors to eco-
nomic growth,” Chea said in his
speech during a press confer-
ence in Komtar on Nov 27.

Federation of Malaysian
Manufacturers (FMM) Penang
branch vice-chairman Datuk
Jimmy Ong said the collabora-
tion between OCBC Bank and
Monitor ERP should be lauded.

Ong said there are many
banks that do not wish to finance
software because software is
“something that one can’t see”.

“We are proud to spearhead
the initiative to bring the Moni-
tor ERP and OCBC Bank to-
gether.

“We are pleased to be part of
this effort to enable SMEs to
thrive and stay competitive,”
Ong said.

Monitor ERP managing di-
rector Daniel Haggmark said the
company was looking forward
to working closer with OCBC
Bank, especially where its cus-
tomers or potential customers
need financial help to be more
competitive.

“Financing a software is nor-

mally very rare. We do hope that
this initiative will be able to
make it easier for SMEs to pre-
pare themselves for a competi-
tive future.

“Our sole intention is to help
SMEs to be more competitive as
they are the backbone of our
economy, both Penang and Ma-
laysia,” Haggmark said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state’s thriving
manufacturing industry would
not have been possible without
the robust supply chain, which is
supported by over 3,000 SME:s.

“As we move towards Indus-
try 4.0, the Penang government
has been encouraging compa-
nies, especially SMEs, to re-
spond positively to change and
embrace new advancements in
technology and innovation,” he
said..

“The partnership between
OCBC Bank and Monitor ERP is
a great initiative for the benefit
of'the local SMEs,” Chow added.

Also present was state Tour-
ism Development, Arts, Culture
and Heritage Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin.
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Lee (back row, fourth from left) is all smi

at a food stall.
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Charity food fair to aid
centre for handicapped

A CHARITY food fair in aid of
Eden Handicap Service Centre
saw a huge turnout on Dec 1.

Organised by AKidz Academy,
it was held in Taman Lip Sin,
Sungai Dua.

The food fair, held from
9.30am to 1pm, saw hundreds of
people joining the function.

There was a mock cheque
presentation for RM 10,000 by the
principal of AKidz Academy, Lee
Sei Lin, to Eden Handicap Ser-
vice Centre Bhd administrator
and co-founder Madelene Tan.

Visitors to the charity food
fair were also treated to dance
performances by students of the

academy.

In her speech, Lee said this is
the first corporate society respon-
sibility (CSR) function by the
company.

“We hope to help the less for-
tunate people in the community,
which is a way of giving back to
society in line with our compa-
ny’s motto of ‘Touching Hearts,
Moulding Lives’,” she added.

She said the academy hopes
to educate its young students to
grow up as responsible and car-
ing adults.

“They should always be ready
to lend a helping hand to the less
fortunate in society,” she added.

Company
reaches out to

[
the hearing
[ o
impaired
GLOBAL lighting solutions
company Lumileds Malaysia Sdn
Bhd is not only giving its custom-
ers a competitive edge but it also
illuminates hope for the disabled
community by providing job op-
portunities for those who are hear-
ing impaired.

Lumileds vice-president (op-
erations) and managing director
Datuk Dr Mohd Sofi Osman said
the company has reached out to the
deaf community and welcomed
them to work in the factory.

“We put up proper signage,
provide sound aided devices and
changed part of the factory floor to
help them, especially in cases of
emergency.

“We also send our employees
to the Penang Deaf Association
(PDA) for training. It will help
them gain additional knowledge
and to ease communications
among their colleagues,” Mohd

Sofi said in an interview after the
launch of the “Lumileds Hear Me
Talent Programme (CSR) 2019” at
the factory in Bayan Lepas on Nov
27.

Penang Welfare, Environment
and Caring Society Committee
chairman Phee Boon Poh lauded
the company’s effort in providing

o, 3

a platform for the deaf community
to experience working in a factory.

“We understand that the Hear
Me Talent Programme is part of
the company’s initiative to create
an inclusive and diversified envi-
ronment, thus, setting a benchmark
for others.

“The programme, which started

in September, has been successful
with a total of 20 deaf employees
being hired,” he said.

Phee also acknowledged the
collaboration between Lumileds,
JobStreet, JobsMalaysia, Social
Welfare Department, PDA and
Flextronics, which made the pro-
gramme fruitful.

1 s .

Phee (standing, front row, sixth from left) and Mohd Sofi (seventh from left) coming together with other guests for a group photograph at
the ‘Lumileds Hear Me Talent Programme (CSR) 2019’ function.
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Also present were Lumileds
human resources director Wan I1-
ham Wan Sulaiman and its opera-
tion directors Loganathan Muni-
andy and Adrian Yong. Joining
them were JobsMalaysia (Penang)
director Mohd Sazali Keteh and
PDA president Razman Tan Ab-
dullah.



Tapping into
Dutch expertise

in water

management

Story by Edmund Lee
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

HE Penang Water Supply
Corporation (PBAPP) and
Malaysian Water Association
(MWA) are collaborating with
the Netherlands’ water cycle re-
search institute KWR to manage
water treatment plant residuals.
PBAPP chief executive officer
Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa said the
Dutch counterparts had been
remarkably doing well in this
aspect.

He said Dutch experts are
well-equipped with knowledge
needed on recycling sludge and
turning it into economic products
like construction materials and
cosmetic products.

“Therefore, they are here to
assist and share their expertise
with us.

“We hope our water engineers
can learn and understand the
whole process of such effort with
their presence here,” he told re-
porters after attending the Ma-
laysian Water Engineers Action
Committee (MyWAC) 32nd
Annual Conference on Nov 26.

The three-day event featured
the Malaysia-Netherlands Sym-
posium and Workshop on Sus-
tainable Water Treatment Re-
siduals Management in Malay-
sia.

The workshop was important
to help create Penang as a “water
wise city”.

The Dutch experts shared their
experience on sustainable busi-
ness, research and development

(R&D) models in managing
water treatment, circular econo-
my in water sector and joint re-
search programmes in Dutch
water sector.

Jaseni added that wastes,
which were dumped at the land-
fills instead of being taken to be
recycled, would only create more
problems.

“Hence, we want to ensure all
these wastes are recycled for a
better environment,” he said.

Jaseni also emphasised the
importance of protecting the Ulu
Muda water catchment area by
curbing illegal logging activities.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, earlier in his speech,
thanked MyWAC for choosing
Penang as the host for the confer-
ence.

“The knowledge shared by the
industry players will provide
useful skills to be applied at one’s
respective work.

“The state government is in-
terested in collaborating with
these leading figures in Digital
Water, especially in terms of in-
corporating it into Penang’s
Digital Transformation Master
Plan under Penang2030 vision.

“This workshop will defi-
nitely help those present here to
have a better idea and knowl-
edge.

“This is due to the fact that the
Netherlands has a reputable and
proven business model that is
both financially and environmen-
tally sustainable and the state is
grateful to them for their support
rendered in water-related exper-
tise,” he said.
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Chow receiving a souvenir from Christoph Prommersbergér while Jaseni (left) and Abdul Kadir (right)

look on.

The Netherlands’ deputy am-
bassador to Malaysia Christoph
Prommersberger expressed his
gratitude to the state.

He said the Netherlands has
around 80% of sludge and wastes
recycling rate.

“In fact, the Netherlands and
Malaysia have been jointly work-
ing together for decades especially
in the water management aspect.

“Hence, we are very glad that
we are able to share our knowl-
edge and expertise to create solu-

tions to solve challenges facing
Malaysia,” he added.

Also present were MyWAC
patron Datuk Abdul Karim Mohd
Tahir, MyWAC chairman Ishak
Hasnan and MWA president Da-
tuk Abdul Kadir Mohd Din.

Going all out to cultlvate readlng hablt

THE Penang State Public Li-
brary Corporation (PPAPP) has
spent over RM2.4 million this
year to purchase new reading
materials.

“A total of RM1,013,688.65
was spent to buy 48,041 Bahasa
Malaysia reading materials; while
RM613,577.49 was spent to pur-
chase 19,845 reading materials in
English,” State Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee, who is also a PPAPP board
member, told a press conference
at PPAPP in Seberang Jaya, But-
terworth on Nov 27.

“The cost to purchase 6,297
Chinese language reading mate-
rials is RM204,380.10; whereas,
about RM200,000 was used to
buy 5,553 Tamil reading materi-
als,” he added.

Soon said the corporation had
planned to add more reading

Soon (Ieft) and Sharimah looking

PPAPP in Seberang Jaya.

materials next year to encourage
people to read.
Also present was PPAPP di-
rector Sharimah Salleh.
According to Soon, PPAPP
recorded more than 1.5 million
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at some of the Braille books at

visitors from January to Novem-
ber this year.

“I hope that more people will
visit the library and read more
books. Parents play an important
role in developing the reading
habit among children,” he added.

Soon also encouraged more
people to donate their unused
books to the library so that more
people could read them.

“We received book donations
from 21 contributors, who do-
nated 2,388 reading materials
this year,” he said.

Sharimah said more than 30
programmes have been prepared
by PPAPP for the year-end school
holidays this year.

“The programmes, which
started on Nov 26, will be avail-
able until Dec 29,” she said.



Understanding
rape in Malaysia

Story by Nur Hasanah
Ahmad Akhir

GIRL from the Tenom dis-

trict in Sabah was raped for
three years by her brother before
she finally had the courage to
inform her teacher of the vio-
lence.

In 2017, 1,582 sexual abuse
cases were reported, of which
69 were reported in Penang.

What is glaring from this
statistic is that 1,163 cases hap-
pened to children below the age
of 18.

In Malaysia, the Penal Code
defines rape and sexual assault
as sexual intercourse with a
woman against her will or with-
out her consent.

The consent given should be
free from fear and dominance.

Having sex with a girl under

the age of 16 years old with or
without her consent, is termed
as statutory rape.

While the Penal Code clearly
defines what rape is, society in
general believes that sexual as-
sault happens due to uncontrol-
lable lust and desire of the rapist.

However, according to Unit-
ed Nations Women, there is a
strong link between violence
against women with unequal
gender power dynamics, gender
stereotypes, patriarchal values
and historical inequalities.

It is regrettable that most
victims of sexual assault do not
seek redress because of the feel-
ing of re-victimisation when
seeking justice which comes in
many forms and at various lev-
els.

Not only that, the fear of
stigmatisation suffered by rape

victims and their families is one
of the major setbacks in report-
ing the crime.

On a personal level, one of
the greatest fears for a victim of
sexual assault is the disbelief
that the assault really happened.

Disbelief is also one of the
major causes for victims to de-
lay reporting. Not believing
victims will not only discourage
them but leave them powerless
to seek justice. Studies have
shown that female victims who
were sexually assaulted are
twice as likely to develop Post-
traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) compared to the male
victim.

PTSD symptoms include
depression, anxiety, and panic
attacks among others.

How then can we as a society
improve this situation?

Individually, the first step is to
listen to and believe the victims.
It is important to listen to their
plight and help to reassure them
that the fault is not with them.

Provide them with informa-
tion on how to seek help and
justice but be mindful that there
should never be pressure for the
victims to make these choices.

Allow the victims to decide
if they wish to take action. This
indirectly allows the victim to
regain control over their life that
was stripped away when the as-
sault happened.

As a society, we should move
forward from educating women
and children on how to protect
and prevent such assaults.

It is time for us to educate our

society, including our men and
boys, on respecting the rights of
a person’s body.

It is time to educate them not
to rape.

While there are laws and
special measures to help victims
of sexual assault, things will not
change for the better if there is
no political will from society.

Instead of pointing fingers at
who to blame, it is high time
that we put an end to the rape
culture by changing our mindset
towards it.

Our society itself needs to say
‘NO TO RAPE".

In 2017 alone, there were a
total of 1,163 reported sexual
abuse cases which happened to
children below the age of 18.

PGO2019 ends in sea of orange at ESCAPE Theme Park

THE month-long PGO2019
campaign with the message
“Stop Sexual Abuse” ended in
a sea of orange coloured T-
shirts worn by some 1,000
participants comprising mainly
youths from Penang at ES-
CAPE, Teluk Bahang.

It was a perfect morning
marked with brilliant sunshine
and a cool north- easterly wind
blowing across the vast open
car park of the theme park.

The Orange Challenge was
flagged off by Teluk Bahang
assemblyhman Zolkifly Md
Lazim and Penang Women De-
velopment Corporation CEO
Ong Bee Leng.

PGO2019 was officially
closed by Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow.

The first team to complete
the challenge with all correct
answers won the top prize for
the event.

Also present were Chong
Eng, state exco for Women and
Family Development, Gender
Inclusiveness and Religions
Other Than Islam, and chairman
of PWDC Board of Directors,
and Sim Choo Kheng, CEO of
Sim Leisure Escape Theme
Park.

The participants from col-

leges, youth associations, mul-
tinational corporations (MNCs)
and the public rushed towards
the entrance of the park as soon
as the starting flags were waved
to hunt for clues and answers at
nine game stations planted
within the wet and dry areas of
ESCAPE Theme Park.

Less than an hour after flag-
off, the first team emerged from
the park and rushed towards the
final station 10 at the car park
to complete their challenge.
Many more teams followed and
by 9am the whole challenge
ended.

.And they/are off!l- th’le

- flag-off for; thejstart of.d i
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ESCARE .Theme Park

‘Stop Sexual Abuse Agalnst Women & Children!’ was heard loud and clear at the closmg ceremony.

The participants were also
given a chance to spin the
Wheel of Fortune to win prizes.

The closing ceremony started
with a welcoming speech by
Sim, followed by a speech by

Chong Eng and a closing speech
by the Chief Minister.
Words of thanks and memen-

tos were presented by the Chief
Minister to the event’s venue
host, strategic partners, spon-
sors and collaborators.

The PGO2019 campaign was
a success for the state in high-
lighting awareness about sexu-
al abuse against women and
children.

The campaign was for the
first time since its inception
targeted and brought to the at-
tention of the local community
and youth groups.

Let’s continue the call and
action to end all forms of vio-
lence against women and chil-
dren.
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Husband,

wife win _
Penang BridgeZ
marathon

DECEMBER 16 —31, 2019

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter
Pix by Nur Afigah Zainudi

COUPLE’s “love affair”

with the Penang Bridge Inter-
national Marathon (PBIM) for the
past several years bore fruit when
they won their respective categories
in the Nov 24 event.

Police officer Nur Amelia Musa,
33, and her husband, army man Nik
Fakaruddin Ismail, 34, emerged as
champions for the Malay-
sian Best Full §"
Marathon in |
their respective
categories. LS pi

“I have been ¥ "
taking part in the |
run since 2010 in
the women’s half mar-
athon category except last year when
I'switched to full marathon. I did not
take part in 2016 and 2017.

“This is my second time taking
part in the full marathon,” said Ame-
lia, who clocked a winning time of
3 hours 18 minutes and 51 seconds.

In last year’s race, Amelia won
second place with a time of 3:24:57
behind Loh Chooi Fern, who clocked
3:17:30.

For Nik Fakarrudin, this was his
fourth straight title as the Malaysian
champion in the Penang Bridge In-
ternational Marathon (full marathon
category).

He recorded 2 hours 40 minutes
and 53 seconds to emerge tops
among the local athletes.

Both husband and wife won the
top prize of RM5,000 each.

Besides that, Nik Fakarrudin, a
corporal attached with the Kem
Pusat Cemerlang Olahraga Tentera
Darat in Sungai Besi, and Amelia
bagged RM 1,000 each for finishing
ninth and eighth overall respectively
in the Open category.

In the Open category, Kenyan
athletes dominated with Moses
Kiptoo Kurgat winning the men’s
full marathon in 2:20:05 while
compatriot Peninah Kigen took the
women’s event in 2:51:50.

The weather was favourable for
this year’s PBIM 2019, allowing
some 25,000 participants to have a

smooth run unlike last year when the
10km event was cancelled due to
bad weather.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who was the guest of honour at the
prize-giving ceremony, said the state
government envisions creating a
healthy community.

Lim (th|rd from left) beamlng
with happlness as he recelves
the lucky draw prlZﬁ from Chow
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“The event, which is organised
by the state government, is aimed
at fostering the values of determina-
tion, courage, respect, fairness,
positivity, consistency and self-
control,” Chow said during his
speech at the event.

“I am sure those marathon run-
ners would know that a marathon

signifies life, it is about never
\ giving up,” said Chow, adding

Perg _ thatlong dis-
e tance run-
;i-m AT | ning is also a
TS D | test of pa-
| ' tience and
M LETT I
iy "} | perseverance.
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prizes.

One of the highlights of the
PBIM 2019 was that participants
from all categories were entitled to
receive a finisher T-shirt upon com-
pleting the run within the scheduled
time.

Penang Tourism Development,
Heritage, Culture and Arts Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin, who
was also present, said the Experi-
ence Penang Run 2020 run would
take place on March 15.

“Experience Penang Run will
be held for the first time with the
aim of providing a truly fun-
filled and family-oriented run,
open to participation from six

| It was a sweet and memorable victory for Amelia
| and Nik Fakarrudin who are seen here with their

years old and above.

“This is in line with the aspira-
tions of ‘Experience Penang Year
2020’ where we hope to share
unique experiences of Penang
with all,” Yeoh added.

Also present were PBIM 2019
ambassador Bernard Lagat, Pen-
ang Amateur Athletics Associa-
tion president Datuk Syed Mohd
Aidid Syed Murtaza, Tourism,
Arts and Culture Ministry Pen-
ang office director Jonathan
Freddy P. Bagang, Komtar as-
semblyman Teh Lai Heng and
Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Daniel Gooi.

Penangite Lim Thai Li took
home the grand prize of a Honda
Jazz car in the lucky draw.
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Forward-thinking

pipeline proje

Pix Chan Kok Kuan

ORK on the final phase of

the third Penang Twin Sub-
marine Pipeline (PTSP) project is
progressing smoothly and is on track
for completion by end-2020.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
described the RM114.3 million
project from Jalan Macallum in
George Town to Jalan Pantai in
Butterworth as a forward-thinking
water supply project.

“This third PTSP project will
enhance water supply security for
people living in the southern areas
of Penang island, stretching from
Bukit Dumbar to Teluk Kumbar.
Some of the treated water will also
reach Balik Pulau,” Chow said in his
speech during a technical visit at the
Macallum site on Nov 23.

“It will benefit about 500,000
residents living in these areas.

“Moreover, there are thousands
of businesses which operate in these
areas, including international high-
tech manufacturing companies,
SMIs and SMEs in Bayan Lepas and
Batu Maung.

“As such, thousands of trade
water consumers will also benefit
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pipes at the Macallum site.

from the project.

“We will definitely need to deli-
ver more water to these areas in the
future, in line with the projected
population and socioeconomic
growth.”

The first twin 900m submarine
pipelines were laid in 1973 while the
second twin 1,100m submarine pi-
pelines were laid in 1996.

Chow, in praising the Penang
Water Supply Corporation (PBAPP)
for its forward-thinking approach in

Chdw (fifth frbinirright), Jralu.senii(rfdurth from right)

Youth must plan their future path

amidst IR4.0

A TERTIARY qualification is not
abarometer of success; what’s most
important is being able to share ac-
quired knowledge, says Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow.

“In university, knowledge may
be a tool for success but in reality,
the knowledge and moral values
obtained could play a pivotal role
for self-development.

“Amidst the current Industrial
Revolution 4.0, they must be able to
plan their future path well.

“This will help them face any
obstacles in the future,” he said in
his speech before launching the
“Youth for Future” event and discus-
sion on Nov 23.

The “Youth for Future” initiative
comes under the Youth and Sports
portfolio.

State Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee, who
was present, said youths can help
spur Penang’s development and this
is an integral part of nation building.

“That’s why we came out with
the “Youth for Future’ initiative to

Jocelyn belti‘hg out her
‘Melangkah’.

help contribute to the nation’s de-
velopment,” he added.

According to Soon, it would
encourage more youth participation
inthe activities held and create more
job prospects for them.

During the event, an energetic
Jocelyn Lee mesmerised those pre-
sent with a song titled “Melangkah”,
which means “Moving Forward”.

Also present were Penang Youth
Development Corporation (PYDC)
general manager Thoy Siew Ping,
panellists Dr Moktaruddin Ahmad,
Christinna Kuan, Clement Chau,
Yeap Siew Ching and state assem-
blymen.
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water supply engineering for the
state, said one of the three key bene-
fits of the third PTSP project was to
support the state government’s “no
water rationing” policy in future.

Chow added that the Masterplan
Study for Potable Water Supply in
Penang towards 2050 has projected
that the demand for water in Penang
would increase from 840 MLD in
2018 to 1,483 MLD by 2030, 1,696
MLD by 2040 and 1,884 MLD by
2050.

Chow said PBAPP has even
looked to 2050 and beyond by wor-
king on a proposal to build the
Sungai Perak Raw Water Transfer
Scheme (SPRWTYS).

“We don’t want to be over depen-
dent on the water supply from Sun-
gai Muda.

“We’ve submitted a proposal to

the ministry (Water, Land and Natu-
ral Resources Ministry) and is awai-
ting their reply for discussion on the
best possible model.

“Our proposal is to look at the
best option for the satisfaction of all
states involved.”

Penang is keen on seeking raw
water from Sungai Perak while Pe-
rak is keen on selling treated water
from Sungai Perak to Penang.

PBAPP chief executive officer
Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa, who was
also present, said SPRWTS would
cost RM1.4 billion.

“We did a study on this project
way back in 2009. We would like the
water to start flowing in 2025 and
this means we have to start work next
year. We hope we can achieve this
through the discussion (with the
ministry, Perak government and

énd Gooi (sixth from }ighf) tdgéther with othiérrinvited guests posing in front of the steel

other related authorities),” Jaseni
said.

Also present at the technical visit
were Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Daniel Gooi, MBPP secretary Datuk
Addnan Mohd Razali, PDC senior
general manager (Implementation)
Datuk Yeoh Leng Huat, state Land
and Mines Department director
Akmar Omar, Northeast District
officer Rosli Halim and Chief Mi-
nister Incorporated (CMI) deputy
general manager S. Bharathi.

Others present were state Depart-
ment of Irrigation and Drainage
deputy director Ooi Soon Lee, Pe-
nang Department of Environment
(DoE) director Marzuki Mokhatar,
SMHB managing director Teo Chok
Boo, SMHB associate director Tor
Chin Cheong and Vizione managing
director Datuk Ng Aun Hooi.

RTO scheme set to roll out next year

THE rent-to-own (RTO) scheme
for a property value of up to
RM500,000 as announced in the
2020 Budget in October is expected
to begin in the country by January.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said the information was
based on his meeting with Tony
Pua, Finance Minister Lim Guan
Eng’s special assistant, recently.

“In the 2020 Budget, there is a
RM10 billion fund that has been
allocated by the federal government
for first-time affordable housing up
to RM500,000 under the RTO
scheme.

“So, I recently met Tony Pua to
discuss this matter and I was told

that it would be rolled out next
January.

“For me, this is a very impor-
tant development because one
of the main reasons for this
RTO scheme is to overcome
high loan rejection rates for
first-time home buyers,”
Jagdeep told reporters after
delivering his speech during the
Smart Cities Asia 2020 Nation-
wide Tech-Talk at Tech Dome
Penang in Komtar on Dec 4.

Also present were Deputy Chief
Minister I Datuk Ahmad Zakiyud-
din Abdul Rahman, Komtar assem-
blyman Teh Lai Heng and Tech
Dome Penang chief executive of-
ficer Dr Khong Yoon Loong.

According to Jagdeep, there are

currently 2,100 existing housing
units available in the state.

“Thus, the state government
encourages those who cannot afford
their own homes to apply for this
RTO scheme.

“We will prioritise those who
have been rejected by banks for
loans for their first-time affordable
homes to come forward quickly and
register with the state Housing
Department.

“And if selected, they will rent
the house for five years before being
given an option to purchase,” he
added.

Jagdeep also urged property
developers to inform the state Hous-
ing Department if they have over-
hang units up to RM500,000.
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Wong (seventh from left), Ramasamy (ninth from left), Chuah (tenth from left) joining other Kiwanis

members for a group photo at the event.

Kiwanis prioritises
mental health

Story & pix Danny Ooi

UITE a number of young
people nowadays suffer from
mental illness.

And Kiwanis Club Penang Cen-
tral (KCPC) desires to do its part to
help them.

Deputy Chief Minister II Prof Dr
P. Ramasamy said KCPC would
hold its new Mental Health Series
for 2020 to focus on trainings and
workshops in schools.

“I understand that for December
there will be three talks on mental
health and stress management,”

Ramasamy said in his speech at the
KCPC Installation Dinner 2019 on
Nov 22.

He recalled that last April, Kiwa-
nis Charter president Datuk Seri
‘Wong Siew Hai first approached him
to seek the state Education Depart-
ment’s endorsement for a series of
lectures and workshops to be condu-
cted by medical professionals,
psychiatrists and psychologists from
various hospitals in Penang and
overseas.

That, he said, was the beginning
of his adventure with KCPC.

Ramasamy said KCPC has also

':I'.":---

conducted many other successful
projects, including the recent Penang
Hill Treasure Hunt 2019 where some
200 primary and secondary school
children took part and were also
treated to lunch, goodies and prizes.

“Another current project is the
gift of sight collaboration with Focus
Point which provides spectacles for
school children from B40 families,”
he added.

Also present at the installation
dinner were incoming KCPC presi-
dent Datuk Dennis Chuah and Ki-
wanis Malaysia District Governor
Dr Laurence Lim.

The winning Bintang Biru players wh their officials.
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Bintang Biru shine in 7-a-side football tourney

BINTANG Biru emerged as the
champions of the Bukit Gelugor
Sports Club (BGSC) NARTT Un-
der-12 seven-a-side football tourna-
ment held at the Polo Ground re-
cently.

They beat Young Tigers 1-0 in the
final while Akademi SPU clinched
third place with a 7-6 win on penal-
ties over SB Paladins.

This year’s competition, which
was held on Nov 16, attracted 32
teams.

Bintang Biru won further honours

when Haris Zaqwan was adjudged
the Best Player and Nufal Sukiman
bagged the Best Goalkeeper award.

BGSC president L. Katherisan
said the annual football competition
was organised in line with the state’s
vision of inspiring and enhancing the
young to be involved in sports and
lead a healthy lifestyle.

“Besides that, BGSC continues
to raise an awareness on national
unity by allowing all the races to take
part in the tournament.

“It is also an opportunity for the

young players to display their skills
and commitment at grassroots lev-
el,” said Katherisan.

KB Rangers, Panthers Junior,
Sparta Penang and PPSRC were
the other teams which qualified for
the quarter-finals.

In the Plate competition, SK
Tok Kandu finished as the winners
with a 1-0 win over Lifestyle FC
in the final.

Kadaram Muda ‘B’ beat their
‘A’ counterparts 3-1 for the third
placing.

photograph after the event.

A TOTAL of 1,921 underprivi-
leged people from Sungai Puyu,
Bagan Jermal and Bagan Dalam on
Nov 24 received aid from the state
government as it continues to focus
on people’s welfare.

Air Putih assemblyman Lim
Guan Eng, who is also the Finance
Minister, said the annual programme
started around 10 years ago with the
main purpose of easing the burden
of senior citizens, senior mothers
and single mothers in the state.

“For today’s programme in Sun-
gai Puyu, Bagan Jermal and Bagan
Dalam, each senior citizen here re-
ceived RM 130 while single mothers
received RM100 each. It involved
554 senior citizens and 314 single
mothers.

“And for senior mothers, who are
not working and aged below 60,
they received RM100 each. There
were 1,053 recipients.

“So, on behalf of the state gov-
ernment, we hope this aid can ease
the financial burden of the less for-
tunate,” Lim told reporters after

Reaching out to the underprivileged

1

th a

presenting the aid to the recipients
at Dewan MPKK Taman Lucky in
Butterworth.

Besides that, Lim, who is also
Bagan MP, said the federal govern-
ment would try its best to increase
welfare programmes while improv-
ing the existing aid for the people’s
benefit.

Atthe same time, Lim hoped the
people would give the Pakatan
Harapan (PH) government more
time to fulfil its promises as stated
in the manifesto.

“If we look at Penang today, the
success that we achieved is because
of the continuous efforts for 10 years
in taking care of the people’s welfare
and developing the economy.

“So, it takes time to achieve all
of this. Thus, I hope the people can
understand and give us more time
to deliver our promises,” he added.

Also present was state Welfare,
Caring Society, and Environment
Committee chairman Phee Boon
Poh, who is also the Sungai Puyu
assemblyman.

Co-op market programme
can help ease B40 burden

CO-OPERATIVES can play a
significant role in helping to reduce
the living cost for the B40 com-
munity, says Deputy Chief Minister
I Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman.

He said the introduction of co-op
market programmes was solely to
address the rising cost of living
nowadays.

“The sixth edition of the pro-
gramme that started early this year
in Penang offered quality groceries
at low prices compared to other
places.

“This was also in line with the
state government’s policy to ease
the financial burden of the less
fortunate.

“At the same time, the pro-
gramme has helped local entrepre-
neurs in promoting their products
while benefiting the B40 commu-
nity and the less fortunate,” Ahmad
Zakiyuddin said in his speech after
officiating the closing of the two-
day “Co-op Market & Cooperative

Entrepreneur Carnival” at Dataran
At-Taqwa Mosque in Kepala Batas
on Nov 24.

Also present were Co-operative
Institute of Malaysia (CIM) direc-
tor-general Ariffin Mamat and
Malaysia Co-operative Commis-
sion (SKM) Penang branch director
Zakaria Mat Jusoh.

According to Ahmad Zakiyud-
din, the state government also en-
couraged the people to become
entrepreneurs.

“As a start, they can participate
in activities organised by co-oper-
atives to boost their income.

“From the exposure gained on
how to promote their products, they
can expand their businesses and
look into new business opportuni-
ties,” he added.

A total of 32 local entrepreneurs
took part in the two-day carnival
organised by the Malaysia Co-op-
erative Commission (SKM) Penang
branch and Co-operative Institute
of Malaysia (CIM) Northern Zone.



‘Literary
festival an

asset’

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

HE Penang government

will continue to support
the George Town Literary Fes-
tival (GTLF) as it has grown
into one of the world’s leading
literary festivals, says Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

“GTLF is now an important
attraction for the many men and
women of letters in the South-
east Asian region. It remains
the only festival in Southeast
Asia to take home the Literary
Festival Award at the London
Book Fair

“Over the years, people have
been travelling far and wide to
be here, to be part of the festi-
val. It’s one of Penang’s art and
culture assets,” Chow said in
his speech at the opening of the
GTLF 2019 on Nov 23.

This year’s GTLF, which
was held for the ninth year
(from Nov 21 to 24), drew over
100 talented literary personali-
ties from all over the world.

The organisers showcased
Penang as the perfect environ-
ment for the world’s brightest
literary minds to gather and
exchange knowledge.

It was the only festival in the
country which featured lec-
tures, conversations, discus-
sions and readings as its main
offerings.

Chow said earlier this year,
GTF hosted a successful sym-
posium on the history of Pen-
ang and through the symposi-
um, they discovered multiple
surprising facts and stories
about Penang.

“We found out that Penang
had made its appearance in the
Western media since the early
1900s, and even Hollywood
celebrities like Orson Welles
and Rita Hayworth were known
to have been in love with Pen-
ang,” Chow added.

He also expressed his delight
that Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka
would collaborate with Penang
to make the 10th GTLF even
better next year.

Among those present were

state Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage
Committee (Petach) chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin, Penang Con-
vention & Exhibition Bureau
chief executive officer Ashwin
Gunasekeran, Dewan Bahasa
dan Pustaka director Datuk
Abang Sallehuddin Abg
Shokeran and GTLF 2019 co-
directors Pauline Fan and
Sharaad Kuttan.

Abang Sallehuddin, who
represented Education Minister
Dr Maszlee Malik as the latter
had a last minute urgent matter
to attend to, said Dewan Ba-
hasa dan Pustaka would ac-
tively the promote reading
habit among Malaysians next
year.

He said reading campaigns
would be held to encourage
Malaysians to read an average
of 30 books each per year by
10 years, from the current 15
according to a survey. South
Koreans, he said, read an aver-
age of over 50 books each per
year.

Yeoh said the GTLF was the
longest-running and largest
literary festival in Malaysia,
which also saw a special ses-
sion bringing NGOs, activists
and writers together to discuss
the future of Penang.

“We have so many vibrant
events and offerings all year
round in Penang, that it is no
surprise that this city has such
a strong international appeal.”

Ashwin later presented a
book as a souvenir each to
Chow, Yeoh and Abang Salle-
huddin.

Malaysian author Ho Sok
Fong, 49, was pleasantly sur-
prised when her second book,
titled “Lake Like a Mirror”,
was picked by the organisers to
be given to Chow.

Published in Chinese in
2014, the book, containing a
collection of nine short stories
on women'’s life experiences in
Malaysia, has been translated
into English for release this
year.

It also won Natascha Bruce
the PEN Present Award for
Translator.
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Kaunter Bayaran

Pegabat Daerah & Tanah
- ng Peral Litara
300 Kepala Batas
Putau Pinang

Tel!
Fax

Pejabal Daerah & Tanah
Seberang Paral Tengah
Jatan Batek, Sg. Rambal
14000 Bukit Martajam
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31 Disember 2019 tanpa
dikenakan denda lewat

Pegabat Daerah & Tanah
Seberany Paral Setatan
14200 Sunpal Jawi
Pulau Pinang

| H D4-585 7851 Tei:
Fax 04-582 1003 Fax
hitplisps. penang. gov.my

Diedarkan oleh: Pejabat Tanah dan Galian Pulau Pinang
Tingkat 22, KOMTAR, 10000 Pulau Pinang

Tel: f4-650 5805

Fax: 04-251 9307

http:/pre. penang. gov.my

Pejabat Deerah & Tanah

04-263 58T Fat
Iittpctidi]. penang. gov.my
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KERANA MEMBAYAR

CUKAI
PETAK

LEBIH AWAL

FPilik mang-mana kaunter (PENGECUALIAN KHAS)

Pemilik petak boleh membayar cukai
petak bagi tahun 2019 sehingga

Pemilik petak
boleh membuat
pengemaskinian
nama, alamat
surat-menyurat
dan maklumat
lain melalui:

Borang NA (2)

Borang boleh diperoleh di
-Kaunter Hasil Pejabar
Daerak & Tanah
-Pefabar Tanak dan Galian

Pulan Pinang
Online @
Pengemaskinian secara

atas talian melalui PTG Bil
di http:etanah. penang. gov.my

Pegabal Daerah & Tanah
Daerah Baral Daya
11000 Baik Pulsu
Putau Pinang

Tal (4-568 9455
04-B69 1171
It il penang. geve.my

OFPX . Visa

mastercard



Bank boost

for MRCS
Penang

Story and pix by Riadz Ak-
mal

CBC Bank (M) Bhd has

donated RM20,000 to the
Malaysian Red Crescent Society
(MRCS) Penang as part of its cor-
porate social responsibility (CSR)
initiative.

OCBC Bank Penang senior
manager Chea Hak Tee said the
donation would be used by MRCS
Penang to purchase a patient mo-
nitor equipment.

“We have been told this is a
vital piece of equipment to help
increase the survival chances of a
patient while being transported to
the nearest hospital.

“So, on behalf of OCBC Bank
(M) Bhd, I am very happy that we
are able to contribute towards this
worthy cause and act of humanity
through our ‘Staff CSR Funds’.

“We also thank MRCS Penang
which has been servicing our com-
munity in providing emergency as
well as non-emergency ambulance
services,” Chea said in his speech
before presenting a mock cheque
to Penang MRCS chairman Datuk
B.J. Yeang at OCBC Premier
Banking in Beach Street, George
Town on Nov 22.

Yeang said MRCS Penang is
happy and thankful for the contri-
bution as it would greatly assist
paramedics during rescue work.

Chow showing Reilly the places of interest to be visited in Penang.

Ireland ambassador and
Chow exchange views
in friendly meeting

HILARY Reilly, ambassador of
Ireland to Malaysia, and Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow had a
fruitful discussion when she
made a courtesy visit on Nov 22.
She shared with Chow on
Ireland’s history, its warm ties
with Malaysia and what Ireland
could offer in terms of economy
and infrastructure in their
30-minute meeting in the Chief
Minister’s office in Komtar.
Chow, who said he appreci-

ated Reilly’s visit, remarked that
Penang also attracted the atten-
tion of quite a number of foreign
investors.

“Penang is a small state but
strives to ensure economic
growth,” he said.

At the meeting, Reilly pre-
sented a book, titled “Ireland’s
Greening of the World”, to
Chow while the latter recipro-
cated with a book featuring
Penang.
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Chea (third from right) presenting a mock cheque for RM20,000 to Yeang (fourth from right) at the event.

“The patient monitor is an
electronic medical device that
consists of monitoring sensors and
a screen display that provides and
records a patient’s medical vital
signs.

“Hence, this medical equipment
will greatly assist our paramedics

Hats off to
PBAHB
auxiliary
police

THE PBA Holdings Bhd
(PBAHB) auxiliary police team
has successfully kept all of Pen-
ang’s water supply facilities safe
and secure in the past five years.

PBA Holdings Bhd (PBAHB)
and Penang Water Supply Corpo-
ration (PBAPP) chief executive
officer Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa said
their excellent efforts also helped
maintain public safety at dams.

“Since Penang’s dams are open
to the public from 7am to 7pm
daily, PBAHB auxiliary police
security posts have been set up in
the Air Itam Dam and Teluk Ba-
hang Dam.

“These posts are manned on a
24/7 basis, and the officers patrol
the dam areas every two hours,”
Jaseni said in his speech during the
pinning of ranks ceremony of
PBAHB auxiliary police at Sungai
Dua Water Treatment Plant in But-
terworth on Nov 29.

“So, as a result of their good
work, there have been no major
crime cases or incidents in the dam
premises. So, I am very proud of
this achievement.

in recording the vital signs of a
patient before reaching the nearest
hospital, thus, increasing the chan-
ces of survival in most cases of
emergency,” she said.

Also present during the ceremo-
ny were OCBC Bank Penang
operation service centre manager

Ang Choon Keat, OCBC Bank
Penang consumer branch manager
Chew Lay Kee and its senior rela-
tionship manager Goh Seah Peng.

Other guests were MRCS Pe-
nang deputy chairman Datuk Lim
Tiong Chin and its honorary trea-
surer Chris Tan Tee Kheng.

Jaseni pinning a badge on one of the new auxiliary police constables while
witnessed by Narenasagaran (centre).

“This is important because the
Air Itam Dam and Teluk Bahang
Dam are popular green recreation
areas that are accessed by thou-
sands of walkers, hikers, runners,
cyclists and tourists every month.

“So, public safety is amust,” he
said.

Also present was state police
chief Comm Datuk T. Narenasa-
garan.

Apart from that, Jaseni said
PBAHB auxiliary police team also
was in charge of security at all
water supply installations in the
state on a daily basis.

A total of 44 new auxiliary
police constables were officially
appointed while another four re-
ceived a promotion.

“In total, we have 138 auxiliary

police personnel, headed by an
assistant superintendent (ASP).

“The team operates 24 security
posts, and is equipped with six
patrol cars and 12 motorcycles.
Other vehicles include a new four-
wheel drive truck and three off-
road motorcycles.

“Thus, with more manpower
and vehicles, PBAHB auxiliary
police will continue to prioritise
the security of Penang’s water
supply installations and public
safety at Penang’s dams,” Jaseni
said.

Meanwhile, Narenasagaran
hoped PBAHB auxiliary police
would continue to share informa-
tion regarding any criminal activ-
ity to the police in an effort to curb
crime more effectively.
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