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Our water tanff lowest in Malaysia

Story by Christopher Tan

PENANG has the lowest average domestic
water tariff in the country (for the first 35,000
litres per month) because it is heavily subsidised.

Penang Water Supply Corporation (PBAPP)
sustained a total domestic water subsidy
amounting to RM79.6 million in 2017.

The estimated amount of subsidy increased
to RM83.6 million last year.

PBAPP chief executive officer Datuk Jaseni
Maidinsa said the RM163.2 million in subsidies
for the past two years was not sustainable.

“Our existing water tariff is too low. Accord-
ing to the Malaysia Water Industry Guide 2018,
our average domestic water tariff is only 32 sen
per 1,000 litres (for the first 35,000 per month).

“It is way below the national average of 69
sen per 1,000 litres (for the first 35,000 per
month). A whopping 116% below the national
average.

“In other states, the average tariff for this
category of domestic consumption ranges from
52 sen per 1,000 litres (in Terengganu) to
RM1.31 per 1,000 litres in Johor.

“The 2017 data which was just released this
month was prepared by the Malaysian Water
Association and the Water, Land and Natural
Resources Ministry,” he told a press conference
at Penang Development Corporation onJan 15.

Jaseni said there were 518,001 domestic
consumers and 86,546 trade consumers in 2017.

Meeting future demands

The proposed water tariff review was to re-
duce the subsidy given to fund key water supply
projects.

Jaseni said the subsidy was even higher than
the corporation’s net profit.

“The tariff review is to reduce the subsidy
progressively. With the new tariff, the subsidy
should be lessened to a more manageable
amount.

“We have proposed five water supply pro-
jects over three years to stay ahead of the state’s
water demand and these projects cost about
RM501 million,” he said.
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The five key projects and why we
need them

Jaseni listed the five key projects, namely,
the 1,200mm Butterworth-Penang island Twin
Submarine Pipeline (the third submarine pipe-
line); Sungai Perak Raw Water Transfer
Scheme (SPRWTS); upgrading all existing
water treatment plants, reservoirs and pumping
stations; installing new pipelines and replacing
pipelines; and non-revenue water management.

“Currently, we have two submarine pipe-
lines. These pipelines are needed to bring
water from the mainland to the island.

“The first submarine pipeline was commis-
sioned in 1973 and that pipeline is coming to
the end of its design life.

“As the CEO, I can’t wait for the first pipeline
to be ‘dead’ before having the third pipeline.
Hence, before we stop the first submarine pipe-
line, we must put the third one in place.

“The cost of the 1,200mm Butterworth-
Penang island Twin Submarine Pipeline is
around RM120 million. The construction is
already in progress at 16% and it is scheduled
to complete in 2020,” he said.

Jaseni said the pipeline would be buried six
metres below the seabed to prevent it from

being damaged by anchors from ships.

“The submarine pipelines will also carry the
additional water we are to receive when the
SPRWTS project kicks in.

“Thirdly, we need to upgrade treatment
plants, reservoirs and pumping stations. The
main objective is that we want to maintain a
good reserve margin.

“Penang has the best reserve margin in
Malaysia at around 35%.

“To keep it simple, when you have a good
reserve margin, you will not have water inter-
ruption or rationing if a plant is shut down.

“States like Selangor and Kedah where
their reserve margin is almost zero, they can’t
even afford to have one infrastructure stop
operating.

“We also need to lay new pipelines to
meet future demands. We must plan ahead.

“We have to prepare for new and future de-
velopment. We can’t wait until after the develop-
ment is completed, only then we lay the pipes.

“As for replacement of pipes, we have to
replace old pipes. Those are old asbestos cement
pipes which are beyond their design life. On
average, we have to replace about 40km of pipes.

“Lastly, we are striving to reduce our non-

revenue water losses through non-revenue water
management,” he said.

SPAN and its responsibilities

Jaseni said the National Water Service Com-
mission (SPAN) was trying to introduce a new
water tariff mechanism to standardise rates in
Malaysia.

“SPAN wants all water operators to comply
with the KPIs that the commission has given,
such as to produce good water quality. There
are parameters set and SPAN will measure
those parameters.

“When a water operator proposes a project,
SPAN will determine whether the project is
relevant.

“As for the water tariff review proposal,
SPAN wants to make sure that the review is
fair. The commission will gather feedback from
non-governmental organisations and repre-
sentatives from consumers.

“SPAN will then table the feedback and
proposal to the minister who will table it to the
Cabinet. Only after the Cabinet is satisfied will
the minister then recommend for the review to
be approved,” he said.

Jaseni added that the water industry is the
only sector where profits are regulated.

“This is because access to water is a basic
human right, and it is SPAN’s and the minister’s
duty to ensure that the water tariff is equitable,”
he added.

No water rationing

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said the
five key projects were needed to ensure no
water rationing in Penang.

“We have to reduce the subsidy given to
finance those five water supply projects which
cost around RM501 million.

“We hope that consumers can understand
the situation that we are facing. We have to
strike a balance between the subsidy given and
the amount needed to finance the five crucial
water supply projects for the benefit of the
people,” Chow said.

See also Pg3
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Story by Tanushalini Moroter

THE Penang government has estab-
lished the Women and Family De-
velopment Committee (WFDC), a
new initiative to empower women
and enhance family development.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the committee would be set up
in every state constituency from
January.

“WEFDC will be tasked to plan and
implement programmes related to
women and family development.
These programmes are aimed at
building knowledge and skills for
women and family in various as-
pects; such as financial management,
mental and physiological health,
parenting, leadership and others,”
Chow told a press conference at his
office in Komtar on Jan 16.

“Each WFDC comprises 15 local
women leaders. The chairman and
secretary will be given a monthly
allowance of RM700 and RM600
respectively, while the treasurer and
other committee members are given
meeting allowances.

“Each WFDC is allocated
RM10,000 per year to conduct
women and family-centric develop-
ment programmes,” he added.

Chow said the state government

would have 600 women leaders to
contribute towards the implementa-
tion of development programmes in
Penang with the formation of
WEFDC in each of the 40 state con-
stituencies.

The allocation to fund the com-
mittee was from the Penang 2030
Budget.

State Women and Family Devel-
opment, Gender Inclusiveness and
Non-Islamic Religious Affairs com-
mittee chairman Chong Eng said the
15 candidates for the WFDC would
be proposed by the respective state
assemblymen.

“T will vet the proposals before
they are approved by the executive
council members.

“We will apply the 40:40:20 ratio
(political parties, local NGOs and
individuals) when we select the
candidates as the committee mem-
bers. We want to have diversity in
the committees,” Chong Eng said.

Also present were PWDC chief
executive officer Ong Bee Leng,
Local Government, Housing and
Town & Country Planning Commit-
tee chairman Jagdeep Singh and
Penang Agriculture, Agro-based
Industry, Rural Development and
Health Committee chairman Dr Afif
Bahardin.
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Cheah (right) and Abdul Rahman shaking hands after the launch of PHS.
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Penang Heart Society aims to create
awareness on healthy lifestyle

ADOPT a healthy lifestyle today to
avoid heart problems.

This advice was given by Pen-
ang Wanita Mutiara Society presi-
dent Tan Lean Kee in her speech
during the launch of the Penang
Heart Society (PHS) at Rainbow
Paradise Beach Resort in Tanjung
Bungah.

She said according to research,
cardiovascular disease is the lead-
ing cause of death among Malay-
sian men and women.

“As adults, we must lead by
example and start encouraging our
children to adopt healthy lifestyle
eating habits at home and school,”
said Tan, who is also the wife of
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

“As a community, we should
choose to walk daily as this is one
of the healthy ways for our heart
which will then not be easily at-
tacked by disease.”

The PHS launch was graced by
Governor Tun Abdul Rahman Ab-
bas and his consort Toh Puan Maji-
mor Shariff.

PHS chairman Datuk Lawrence
Cheah Seong Paik concurred with
Tan on the importance of living a
healthy lifestyle.

“The aims of the society are
mainly to improve the lives of all
Malaysians through healthy life-
style choices, provide health educa-
tion and support for better under-
standing of heart diseases, provide
rehabilitation awareness to cardio-
vascular patients, touch lives and
boost the quality of life for cardio-
vascular patients,” Cheah said.

“Our newly established heart
society is purely to create public
awareness on cardiovascular dis-
eases through meetings, confer-
ences and so forth.

“It is important to watch for

cardiovascular symptoms and dis-
cuss concerns with your doctor.
Heart disease must be treated early
before it becomes high risk.

“To prevent this disease, we
should live a healthy lifestyle by
maintaining a balanced diet, exer-
cising regularly and reducing the
intake of alcohol and smoking.

“While these steps do not com-
pletely eliminate the risk of heart
disease, they can help improve
overall health and greatly reduce the
chances of heart complications.”

Cheah added that PHS would
definitely work closely with hospi-
tals in the state as they have the best
equipment and good services for
heart patients.

For more information about
PHS, contact Cheah at 012-
4882419 or PHS secretary William
Tan at 019-4701836 or email wil-
liam@sevena.com.

Looking forward to
greater collaboration

THE team from InvestKL Corporation has ex-
pressed its interest to work with investPenang and
Penang Skills Development Centre (PSDC) to
build talents for multinational corporations
(MNGCs) and to create a ““seamless business eco-
system” between Kuala Lumpur and Penang.

Its chairman, Datuk Seri Michael Yam, said
InvestKL focused more on services and non-
manufacturing businesses while Penang was
well-known for its manufacturing capabilities.

“Together, we can create a seamless ecosystem
where businesses have their headquarters or hub
in Kuala Lumpur and head over to Penang for its
manufacturing services,” Yam said during a cour-
tesy call on Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow at
his office on Jan 16.

InvestKL chief executive officer Datuk Zainal
Amanshah said InvestKL saw the potential syn-

ergy between investPenang and InvestKL.

“We want to engage with investPenang and
PSDC to leverage our ecosystem,”

Zainal also said that the Industry 4.0 was a big
agenda,” Zainal said.

The delegates were impressed with Penang’s
effort in using facial recognition CCT Vs to com-
bat crime.

Chow said Penang focused on assisting the
small-medium enterprises (SMEs) so that they
could support the MINCs in the state.

He also updated the delegates on the ongoing
flood mitigation projects, Penang’s booming tour-
ism sector and the Penang Transport Master Plan
(PTMP).

Also present were InvestKL marketing and
communications director Tim Saw and InvestKLL
special officer to the CEO Jason Cheng.
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Domestic water tariff in Penang
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Penang has only been reviewed
once between 2008 and 2017.

Penang Water Supply Corpo-
ration (PBAPP) chief executive
officer Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa
said the corporation imple-
mented the water tariff review
that affected domestic and trade
water consumers in 2015.

“If our application for a water
tariff review is approved, it will
be the second,” he said, refuting
allegations by certain individu-
als that the domestic water tariff
in Penang had been reviewed
about three times since 2010.

“A water conservation sur-
charge (WCS) review cannot be
regarded as a water tariff re-
view,” Jaseni said.

“The WCS only affects do-
mestic consumers who con-
sumed above 35,000 litres per
month, which constitutes to
about 23%.

“A water tariff review affects
all consumers. We have repeat-
edly explained but there are
certain parties who refused to
understand the difference.

“In 2010, PBAPP introduced
the WCS at 24 sen per 1,000
litres (for domestic consump-
tion above 35,000 litres per
month). In the same year,
PBAPP also implemented a
trade tariff review but not the
domestic tariff review.

“In 2013, PBAPP reviewed
the WCS from 24 sen per 1,000
litres to 48 sen per 1,000 litres
(for domestic consumption
above 35,000 litres per month).
There was no trade or domestic
tariff review.

“PBAPP only implemented a
water tariff review that affected
domestic and trade water con-
sumers in 2015,” he told a press
conference in Komtar on Jan 16.

Jaseni said the per capita
domestic water consumption in

Jaseni.

Penang was raising from the
year 2000 to 2010, when it hit
291 litres per capita per day
(Ve/d).

“The national average in
2017 was only 201 l/c/d.

“After the WCS was intro-
duced in 2010, the state’s per
capita domestic water consump-
tion dropped to 285 1/c/d in 2011
but the value went up again to
294 1/c/d (in 2012) and 295 1/c/d
(in 2013),” he said.

According to the data made
available to the press, Penang
recorded 293 1/c/d in 2014 and
291 l/c/d in 2015.

After the domestic and trade
tariff reviews were implemented,
the state’s per capita domestic
water consumption dropped even
further to 286 1/c¢/d (in 2016) and
276 1/c/d (in 2017).

Jaseni said the amount of wa-
ter consumption was still very
high as compared to the national
average.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow reiterated that 77% of Pen-
ang’s domestic water consumers
who used less than 35,000 litres
per month did not pay the WCS.

“The WCS only affects 23%
of domestic water consumers in
Penang who use more than
35,000 litres per month.

“Hence, WCS review is not
the same as a water tariff re-
view,” he said.

Data showing the impact of WCS and water tariff review on

consumption.

Penang’s per capita domestic water

Proposed review will not burden low-income
households, houses of worship

THE lower income households
and houses of worship have
been enjoying “benefits” from
the Penang Water Supply Cor-
poration (PBAPP) for many
years with the corporation of-
fering schemes, loans and re-
bates to its consumers, espe-
cially to the lower income
households and houses of wor-
ships.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said as directed by the
Penang government, the
PBAPP would continue to im-
plement all its water supply-
related corporate social respon-
sibility schemes, loans and
rebates in the state.

Penang Water Supply Cor-
poration (PBAPP) chief execu-

tive officer Datuk Jaseni Mai-
dinsa said the public should not
be misled by statements claim-
ing that the proposed Penang
water tariff review would ad-
versely affect or overburdened
the hardcore poor and lower
income group.

“We have been providing
one free pipe connection to
homes for those with house-
hold income of RM790 or less
per month (hardcore poor),
who still do not have pipe con-
nection. This scheme is called
the PPRT Scheme.

“We provide free water sup-
ply for up to 60,000 litres per
cycle (two months) for the
hardcore poor with existing
pipe connection, under the

same PPRT scheme.

“For the lower income
households (with household
income of RM 1,000 per month
or less), we provide interest-
free loans of up to RM1,500
(repayable in 50 instalments
via water bills) and waiver for
trunk mains contributions,”
Jaseni told a press conference
at the Penang Botanic Gardens
Department building on Jan 17.

He added that houses of
worship also received special
tariff rebates of RMS5 for bills
less than RM50; and RM10
rebate for bills more than
RMS50.

“All these benefits will be
extended this year (2019) and
to the foreseeable future.”

Penang moving forward
to address water issue

AFTER many years, Penang,
Perak and the Water, Land and
Natural Resources Ministry are
now working together to re-
solve the Sungai Perak Raw
Water Transfer Scheme
(SPRWTYS) issue.

Penang Water Supply Cor-
poration (PBAPP) chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Jaseni Mai-
dinsa said the corporation
would pursue the matter quick-
ly.

“We have met the minister

and briefed him on the urgency
of having this additional raw
water source.

“The last meeting was in
March 2015, when Barisan
Nasional was the federal gov-
ernment.

"That was how long they
(Barisan) took just to start a
meeting,” he told a press con-
ference on Jan 14.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state was look-
ing forward to resolving the

issue.

“We are not able to provide
any information now, as the
meeting has just started.

“Negotiation will probably
take a year or so, while imple-
mentation may take a few more
years,” Chow said.

He added that it was crucial
to address the SPRWTS issue
so that Penang would not have
to solely depend on Sungai
Muda as the state’s only source
of water supply.
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Important to create awareness on
effect of smoking in pubhc places

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Darwina Mohd
Daud

BATU Uban assemblyman
A Kumaresan on Jan 15 stressed
the importance of creating pub-
lic awareness on the effects of
smoking.

He said the public, espe-
cially non-smokers, would have
to bear the inconvenience if
smoking is allowed in restau-
rants, coffee shops and eateries.

“However, now that the reg-
ulation of no smoking has been
gazetted as from the beginning
of this year, we hope all outlets
will abide by the law alongside
with their customers,” Kumare-
san told reporters at Pelita Nasi
Kandar outlet in Sungai Dua.

Joining him were state
Health Department health of-
ficer Justen Wong Han Wei and

of no smoking in eateries is still
lacking, Kumaresan said the
enforcement team would be
visiting more eateries in Sungai
Dua to distribute no-smoking
flyers.

“Apart from Pelita Nasi
Kandar, we also plan to go to
other nasi kandar shops like
Subaidah, Astaka Sungai Nipah
and others,” he said, adding
that coffee shops are also in the
list.

When asked to comment on
the feedback from smokers of
allocating a specific place for
them, he said the department
concerned is still working on
this alternative.

“We still have to wait for
approval from Parliament,” he
added.

Meanwhile, Wong said last
year, the state Health Depart-
ment (Northeast District) is-

%!

LARANG MEROKOHK
v SMOKING

other staff members.
Commenting that awareness smoking offences.

sued some 310 summonses for Kumaresan (right) sticking a no-smoking sign on a wall at Pelita Nasi Kandar outlet in Sungai Dua. Also
joining him is Wong (third from left).

New year brings new hopes
and aspirations, says CM
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Chow (second from left), Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman (right), State Secretary Datuk Seri Farizan Darus (second from right)
and PDC general manager Datuk Rosli Jaafar (left) taking a group photo after the

launching of the PDC Christmas and New Year 2019 open house.

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow has
reminded Penangites to celebrate and
treasure peace.

“Peace is important to end conflicts.
When we have peace in our hearts, we
can live in peace with everyone around
us — our families, neighbours, col-
leagues and the community.

“We are blessed to live in a country
of different cultures and beliefs; and we
learn to live in peace and harmony with
one another.

“We are here today to celebrate two
happy occasions — Christmas, the fes-
tival of joy, and the New Year where
new hopes and aspirations are set,” he
said in his speech during the Penang

Development Corporation (PDC)
Christmas and New Year 2019 open
house on Jan 15.

He also congratulated PDC on its 50th
anniversary and for successfully organis-
ing the event.

“We are proud of PDC for bringing
about transformation in Penang,” he said.

PDC also shared its joy with two
charitable organisations — Eden Handi-
cap Service Centre and Penang Chesh-
ire Home — when it contributed
RM1,500 to each centre.

Organising chairman Mary Loo said
PDC hoped that the contribution would
ease the financial burden of the or-
ganisations.
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Safety is our priority,
says hot air balloon

organiser

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Darwina Mohd
Daud

TRAFFIC was halted before a hot
air balloon landed in the middle
of a federal trunk road near Pa-
dang Jawi in Nibong Tebal, Pen-
ang.

This incident occurred during
a promotional ride for the press on
Jan 10, in view of the coming
Penang Hot Air Balloon Fiesta to
be held at the Polo Ground on Feb
9 and 10.

MyBalloon Adventure director
Izzati Khairuddin, whose com-
pany is organising the balloon fi-
esta, explained that marshalls had
stopped the traffic before the
balloon landed.

“Safety is our priority. I’'m also
a pilot myself. Our marshalls had
blocked vehicles from passing
through. After the balloon had
landed, it was quickly pushed to
the side of the road, deflated and
folded.

“Hot air balloon landing on
road is not uncommon. This is the
not the first time and it will not be
the last. But we don’t make it a
habit,” Izzati told a press confer-
ence in Komtar today.

She added that the landing of
the balloon largely depends on the
direction of the wind, although the
pilot could control its vertical
descent.

Izzati said the balloon landed
on an ‘inaccessible’ field initially
and it was floated again for the
second landing.

The balloon was then carrying
10 people, including state Tourism
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Izzati says the landing of balloon
largely depends on direction of
the wind.

Development, Heritage, Culture
and Arts Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin.

It was piloted by Captain Jo-
nas Van Doorsselaere, who has
17 years of experience. The flight
in all took about 45 minutes.

“I was calm during the whole
journey. The pilot communicated
with the passengers and the
ground crew. He decided to land
on the road, and it was only after
the ground crew stopped the traf-
fic did the balloon land,” Yeoh
said.

For those who are interested
in the adventure, the organiser
has scheduled flights, lasting
about 45 mins to an hour, on Feb
8,9 and 10 at Padang Jawi.

The cost is RM888 per person,
inclusive of return pick-up ser-
vice from hotel, pre-flight re-
freshment, in-flight snacks and
photo, post-flight ceremony and
certificate.

More details are available at
http://www.myballoonfiesta.
com.

Yeoh (right) together with Van Doorsselaere and other passengers

during the balloon adventure.

Yeoh (sixth from \

right) and other
passengers all
set for the ride.
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A participant getting ready to carry his kavadi during the Thaipusam

celebration.

Story by K.H.Ong &
Tanushalini Moroter
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE sound of lively “urumi
melam”, the parade of eye-catch-
ing “alagu kavadi” and devotees
clad in traditional attire marked
the 233rd colourful celebration of
Thaipusam in Penang.

More than thousands of devo-
tees were seen carrying “atta”
(big) kavadi, “paal” (mini) kavadi
and “paal kudam” (milk pot) to
fulfill their vows or seek bless-
ings.

Though Thaipusam is a reli-
gious event celebrated by Hindus,
it draws the attention of people
from different beliefs as its vi-
brant atmosphere makes it a fes-
tival for all especially tourists
who just go around capturing the
colourful moments through their
lenses.

On Thaipusam eve, Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow spent two
hours visiting various “thaneer
panthal” (refreshment stalls) dur-
ing a Thaipusam walkabout in

Western Road
and conveyed
the mes-
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sage to celebrate Thaipusam in
peace and harmony.

He was accompanied by Pen-
ang Hindu Endowment Board
(PHEB) chairman and Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy, Bukit Bendera MP Wong
Hon Wai, assemblymen M. Satees
(Bagan Dalam), Teh Lai Heng
(Komtar), Lim Siew Khim (Sun-
gai Pinang), Ong Ah Teong (Batu
Lancang), Chris Lee Chun Kit
(Pulau Tikus) and PHEB mem-
bers.

Later, he was joined by Bukit
Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh
and Gurmeet Kaur, the wife of the
late Karpal Singh, when Chow
and his entourage passed by their
house in Western Road.

After his walkabout, Chow told
reporters that he hoped the three-
day Thaipusam festival would be
conducted peacefully and smooth-
ly.

“I'hope the Thaipusam festival
will be celebrated in peace and
harmony, and that all participants
will be responsible to ensure it is
smoothly organised,” Chow
said.

“I want to thank
the reli- @
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A group of devotees carrying paal kudam.
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Penang marks 233
of Thaipusam
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The Golden Chariot making its way
past Komtar (in the background) as
devotees flock to make offerings
during Thaipusam.
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A Devotees smashing coconuts
with glee during the Thaipusam
procession in Penang.

gious bodies, corporate sector,
individuals, government agencies
and temple committees for prepar-
ing for this festival, which I be-
lieve can attract about one million
people.

“I also hope that with the Ma-
laysia Baru spirit, this event will
be celebrated with happiness.”

Thanneermalai Shree Bal-
athandayuthapani Devasthanam
(Waterfall Hilltop Temple) chair-
man Datuk R. Subramaniam
thanked Chow for making his first
visit.

. -~

“We value his presence and
hope the state government will
give us better support so that we
can do our best to hold a bigger
one to serve the devotees and tour-
ists,” Subramaniam said.

Chow and his party stopped at
more than 20 refreshment stalls
during the walkabout.

Ateach stop, the stall operators
honoured Chow, Ramasamy,
Wong and the assemblymen by
garlanding them as well as placing
silk cloth over their shoulders.

Earlier in the morning, the
Golden Chariot, which is the of-
ficial chariot of the state govern-
ment as well as PHEB, left the
Arulmigu Sri Maha Mariamman
Temple in Queen Street at about
6.30am on Jan 20 while the Silver
Chariot, operated by the Chettiars,
started off from Kovil Temple in
Penang Street at 8am.

The Golden Chariot and Silver
Chariot reached the Waterfall
Hilltop Temple and Nattukotai
Chettiar Temple respectively in
midnight.

On Thaipusam day (Jan 21),
Chow, Finance Minister Lim Guan
Eng, Ramasamy, state executive
council members and state assem-
blymen joined in the merriment
where the entourage took part in
the high tea session held at the




Waterfall Hilltop Temple (foothill).

"The Waterfall Hilltop Temple is
known as the largest Murugan Tem-
ple out of India, and is one of the
most sought after destinations for
religious pilgrimage for the Hindus.

"The Penang government will
allocate RM200,000 for this tem-
ple, also known as the Thanneer-
malai Shree Balathandayuthapani
Devasthanam, and I hope that the
contribution can ensure a smooth
celebration.

"Apart from that, the state
government has increased the an-
nual allocation for Tamil schools
from RM1.75 million to RM2
million as well as increased the
allocation for Tamil kindergartens
(Tamil schools' kindergartens)
from RM 100,000 to RM150,000.

"The Tamil Education Special
Fund (Tabung Khas Pendidikan
Tamil) allocation has also been
increased from RM100,000 to
RM150,000," Chow said in his
speech during the high-tea session
which was jointly organised by
PHEB and the Waterfall Hilltop
Temple committee.

Ramasamy said PHEB and the
Waterfall Hilltop Temple were
mulling over the suggestion to
build a monorail or tram up the
hill, from the foothill to the Wa-
terfall Hilltop Temple.

"PHEB has also contributed
RM1 million to build the Than-
neermalai Sri Ayyappa Swamy
Temple, and it was opened in June
last year.

"Devotees of Lord Ayyapan
fulfilled their vows (Irumudi Kan-
nikkai) at the Thanneermalai Sri
Ayyappa Swamy Temple recently.
From this year onwards Waterfall
Hilltop Temple and Thanneer-
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malai Sri Ayyappa Swamy Tem-
ple will serve as the major loca-
tions for devotees in the northern
region to fulfil their vows to both
Lord Murugan and Lord Ayya-
pan," Ramasamy said.

After the high-tea session,
Chow and his delegation took a
stroll along Jalan Air Terjun.

They visited Ayiravaisyar Sri
Meenatchi Sundareswarar Temple
and Nattukottai Chettiar Temple,
also located in Jalan Air Terjun.

This year, the Golden Chariot
was bigger and grander.

The new Golden Chariot which
was donated to the PHEB was
used for the Thaipusam proces-
sion whereas the old one stayed
put at the Waterfall Hilltop Tem-
ple and will be used there.

Championing against animal
cruelty, PHEB has been using the
devotees to pull the Golden Char-
iot during the procession since
2017 This time, a 'tug-machine'
was also used to help pull it.

This year there was a slight
change in the Golden Chariot
procession's route on the way
back from Waterfall Hilltop Tem-
ple to Queen Street, where it took
a diversion from Campbell street
to Chulia Street in which the pro-
cession covered almost all the
areas in Little India.

Participants dancing with joy during the Thaipusam celebration

in Western Road.

g .
The return journey was'on Jan
22 evening from Waterfall Hilltop
Temple, Lorong Air Terjun, Jalan
Gottlieb, Jalan Air Rajah, Jalan
Macalister, Jalan Anson, Jalan
Burma, Jalan Transfer, Jalan Sri
Bahari, Jalan Penang, Campbell
Street, Cintra Street, Chulia Street,
Pitt Street, Bishop Street, Penang
Street, Chulia Street, King Street,
China Street, Beach Street, Market
Street and back to Queen Street
Arulmigu Sri Maha Mariamman
temple in the morning of Jan 23.

Local and foreign devotees
attract attention with their go-
green garb.»

A Chow, flanked ‘by Ramkarp
photograph after being garlanded at a refreshmentlstall\With
them are (from left) Satees, Teh, Ong, Penang DAP secretary/Lim
Hui Ying, Siew Khim, Wong and Ramasamy.
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Rajaji

Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

PONGGAL is a harvest festival
dedicated to the Sun God and is usu-
ally celebrated for four days from Jan
15 to Jan 18 according to the Tamil
calendar.

It is one of the most important
festivals celebrated by the Hindu
community.

In conjunction with the festival,
SJK(T) Rajaji in Air Itam decided to
share the joy and celebrate it with
invited guests.

“Ponggal celebrations date back
at least 2,000 years,” said Bukit

Ponggal joy
at SJK(T)

Bendera MP Wong Hon Wai, who
was the guest of honour, in his
speech.

“The four-day long harvest festi-
val holds great value for Hindus and
traditionally it is a day to thank and
appreciate Mother Earth, cows, farm-
ers and the most important, the sun.

Wong added that it is important
for everyone to treasure their religion
and language so that they would not
disappear from future generations.

“Tradition should be preserved as
it represents a critical piece of our
culture. It helps form the structure
and foundation of our families and
our society,” he said.

“I believe the state government is

being very supportive of Tamil
schools in terms of fund contributions
and relevant projects for the schools’
betterment.

“On this auspicious day, I wish
Happy Ponggal to everyone.”

Earlier, Wong was assisted by the
school headmistress Jacinta Lourdu

Ly s el e | R

Wong pouring milk into the pot during ponggal celebration that was held at SJUK(T) Rajaji

to light a fire before a cooking pot
was placed above it.

Some teachers then put rice and
sugar into the pot as the fire was
burning. Later, invited guests joined
the teachers to pour milk into the pot.

Within minutes, the milk boiled
over and everyone shouted “Pong-

=

galo Ponggal” to usher in the auspi-
cious moment.

Joining them were school Parent-
Teacher Association (PIBG) chair-
man V. Amaraselvan, School Board
of Directors chairman R. Santhiran
and Penang Hindu Association
president M. Murugiah.

Financial

aid for
Hindu
temple

SRI Ramar Temple man-
agement and devotees at
Solok York in Datuk Kera-
mat celebrated Ponggal
with additional joy when
they received news that
their application for finan-
cial aid to refurbish their
temple was approved by
the state government.

The good news was re-
layed to them on Jan 15 by
non-Islamic houses of
worship (Ribi) chairman Jagdeep
Singh, who is also Datok Keramat
assemblyman as well as state Hous-
ing, Town, Country Planning and
Local Government Committee chair-
man.

Jagdeep turned up at the temple
to pray and later presented a mock
cheque for RM50,000 to temple
treasurer K. Rishi.

Among others present were as-
sistant treasurer V. Ganesan and
committee members C. Surendren,
M. Radahakrishnan and M. Mura-
litharan.

The temple, which was built in
1872, has undergone renovation

works.

Ponggal, which means “to boil
over” in Tamil, is celebrated as a
thanksgiving festival for an abundant
harvest.

“This is an auspicious day and I
hope this year’s Ponggal will bring
us good health, good luck and pros-
perity.

“I’m happy to announce that the
state government has approved the
maximum aid of RM50,000 under
the Ribi fund to help the temple fix
a major roof leak. I remember they
have to use pails to collect the drip-
ping rainwater,” said Jagdeep.

He said the state government
would continue to assist all eligible
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Jagdeep (third from left) presenting the mock cheque for RM50,000 to Rishi (fourth from
left). With them are the temple officials (from left) Radahakrishnan, Surendran, Ganesan
and Muralitharan.

Ribi’s throughout Penang, whereby
as of now the balance of the said
fund stands at RM3.8 million.

The Ribi fund was set up in 2016
with contributions by housing devel-
opers who are unable to surrender
some land to the state government
and the money is disbursed to Chi-
nese temples, Indian temples,
churches and gurdwara.

Jagdeep said RM4.98 million had
been disbursed so far to 129 non-
Islamic places of worship, with 66
Chinese temples receiving a total of
RM2.56 million, 38 Indian temples
(RM1.46 million), 19 churches
(RM700,000) and gurdwara
(RM249,000).

State govt awaiting report on
Jelutong apartment project

THE Penang government is awaiting a report from State
Secretary Datuk Seri Farizan Darus regarding complaints
of a ‘cross’ sign on an apartment block in Jelutong.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said this after officiat-
ing the “Evolve Final Year Exhibition 2019” by KDU
students at Jetty 35, Weld Quay on Jan 12.

“We’ve not received any explanation from the devel-
oper on why the lights are in such a manner. I believe the
projectis not yet completed and has not obtained the CCC
(Certificate of Compliance and Certification),” Chow said.

He was responding to a reporter’s question on a call
by the state Mufti Datuk Seri Dr Wan Salim Wan Mohd
Noor on Jan 11, asking the state government to investigate
the matter.

A newspaper report said the ‘cross’ sign turned out to
be only a series of lights and when lit appeared like a cross.

Chow said the contractor could be in the process of
testing out their facilities, including the lights. While
showing an image he received on his handphone to the
press, Chow said the sign could be interpreted as the
Chinese character for surname ‘Ong’.

“But when many lights were turned on, we see a normal
image. [ believe the building is not a church but a residen-
tial apartment. We should have understanding and ap-
preciate what is contained in the built environment, even
though the built environment may not be in line with our
views.

“If this is not purposely lit with any intention, we have
to understand. We hope the developer will take note of
the views expressed. I don’t see the need to hurt any
party.

“In our built environment, we have churches, temples
and mosques. If we feel hurt, every second, every minute
and every place we go to, we won’t have good feelings.

“However, all parties must take care of one another’s
sensitivities. [ await a report from SUK (State Secretary)
and I believe the developer is aware of the viral image,”
he said.
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Share ideas on

Penang2030,
youths urged

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow
has called on youths, especially
university students, to share their
ideas and thoughts on Penang2030.

“I’ve met many stakeholders,
organisations and individuals sharing
their views and plans in line with
Penang2030. But an age group is
missing which is the youths, espe-
cially varsity students,” Chow said
in his speech when officiating the
‘Evolve Final Year Exhibition 2019’
by KDU students at Jetty 35, Weld
Quay on Jan 12.

“Therefore, I would like to invite
you (the youths) to share your views
and ideas. You can always reach out
to me through the Penang2030 Unit

in my office. I believe the youths of
Penang are capable and creative in
generating ideas.”

In August last year, Chow
launched Penang2030, a vision he
has for the state to be a family-fo-
cused, green and smart state that
inspires the nation.

“The vision may seem some 10
years away but technology is evolv-
ing each second and in a blink of an
eye, we would be in 2030 already.
It’s vital for us to start planning for
the future.”

Also present were KDU Penang
University College deputy vice-
chancellor Dr Brian C. Imrie, De-
partment of Built Environment head
Syed Fahmi, Department of Built
Environment programme leader
Elena Ooi and Evolve Final Year
Exhibition event director John Poh.

e

KDU students Lau Hui Ying (second from left) and Giovanna Niap showing Chow and Imrie some models
of the artwork created by the graduates.

The two-day exhibition show-
cased the artworks by final year
students (Diploma in Interior Design
and Bachelor in Interior Architec-
ture) from Department of Built En-
vironment. Its theme was ‘Creative
Meets Living, Innovative Meets
Future.’

Chow said architects and planners
could play very important and influ-
ential roles in impacting the environ-
ment.

“Throughout the exhibition, there
is a presence of balanced develop-
ment and effective planning. The

designs enhance the quality of life as
I believe family is the core of a
healthy individual and country,” said
Chow, who later spent some time
looking at the various exhibits by the
16 graduates.

Like Chow, Imrie also congratu-
lated the graduates, saying interior
design and creative media design
play a very important and distinctive
role in enriching our well-being.

“Design is not just what it looks
and feels like, design is how it
works,” Imrie quoted Steve Jobs in
his speech.

“We’re committed at KDU Pen-
ang University College to producing
talent in this area by enhancing stu-
dents’ creativity and innovation
through access to real-world design
opportunities.

“Our record speaks for itself — our
graduates are preferred by employ-
ers. Indeed, KDU Penang Univer-
sity College has the enviable record
of 98.65% of our graduates being in
either full-time employment, or
pursuing one of our many post-
graduate programmes, within six
months of graduation.”

1. Penyertaan terbuka kepada mereka yang berusia 13 tahun dan ke atas.

PERTANDINGAN MELUKIS
POSTER BERTEMAKAN:
“Renang2030; Negerif Rintars Hijauf
Danj Berteraskany Keluarga) Yang)
Menginspirasikan Negarar

2. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.
3. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 em x 24 em).
4. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer

Sila isi butiran berikut:

adalah tidak dibenarkan. Nama : e
5. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri. No.Kad Pengenalan ;
&. Setiap set penyertaan perlu bertemakan Alamat

'PENANG2030: NEGERI PINTAR, HIJAU DAN BERTERASKAN
KELUARGA YANG MENGINSPIRASIKAN NEGARA'
dengan logo 'Penang2030'.
7. Borang butiran maklumat peribadi peserta perlu ditampal
di bahagian belakang karya.
8. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah.
9. Semua karya adalah milik penganijur.
10. Tarikh tutup penyertaan, 31 Mei 2019,

No. Telefon : (Rumah)

(Bimbit)

Emel:

Fastikan semua butiran diisi dengan langkap.
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Ten years after ‘No Free
Plastic Bag’ initiative

In Part 1 of this story, Thing Siew Shuen (pix), general manager
of Penang Green Council, looks at the challenges faced by the
state government when the policy was launched in 2009.

AFTER Pakatan Harapan’s May 9
general election victory, the Hous-
ing and Local Government Ministry
and the Energy, Science, Technol-
ogy, Environment and Climate
Change Ministry announced plans
to gradually implement nationwide
bans on plastic bags and single-use
plastics.

This was in line with Malaysia’s
Roadmap to Zero Single Use Plas-
tics which was launched in October
2018.

Many applauded Penang’s move
to launch the “No Free Plastic Bag”
campaign which commenced in
July 2009.

I would just smile and say: “This
is only a baby step as I'm still not
very satisfied with the current re-
sults.”

It has taken almost eight years
for Penang to tread steadily on this
one small step. There are still peo-
ple who do not accept the policy,
and people who do not understand
the rationale behind paying for each
plastic bag.

There are also many areas in
terms of hardware facilities that are
still beyond our capacity.

Hence, I am dissatisfied.

In retrospect of the story, the
process, the people and things, the
rebukes withstood in the past few
years to implement this policy, up
to emulation by the state and fed-
eral governments; and until the el-
evation to “No Free Plastic Bag
2.0” in March 2017.1 could not help
but have a chill in every bit of the
process.

In October 2008, I officially
joined the Chief Minister of Penang
as a special officer. My first mission
was to assist him in promoting the
“No Free Plastic Bag” campaign.

The process of lobbying, publi-
cising and popularising the new
policy was indeed daunting.

However, it is certainly not a
policy that the government would
suddenly announce overnight.

In order to promote the new
policy smoothly, the state leaders
had been preparing for months,
from holding public surveys, pub-
licity campaigns, countless consul-
tation sessions with stakeholders,

meetings, and to public dialogues.

We collected information about
implementation approaches to deal
with plastic bags from various
countries for reference and discus-
sions.

At the beginning, not everything
went well.

The business operators raised
their concerns in the meetings, like
the increase of shoplifting if the
public bring their own shopping
bags, unwitting citizens may refuse
to buy plastic bags and make a
scene in the shopping mall, and the
possibility of tourist complaints.

After a series of consultation
meetings, everyone came to a con-
sensus on a 20 sen levy, which is
another market instrument in envi-
ronmental policy for pollution
control.

Back to the initial intention of
this initiative, in line with the form-
ing of the new government, the state
leaders pledged to bring in new
policies to differentiate from the
previous federal government.

Our original resolution was to
converge in the bandwagon of en-
vironmental protection with coun-
tries all over the world to prevent
and reduce waste, and raise aware-
ness of environmental protection.

Like all other plastics bans
which rippled around the world, the
Malaysian Plastics Manufacturers
Association also declared its op-
position to the initiative.

During a dialogue with former
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
some plastics manufacturers’ rep-
resentatives, who were enraged,
exclaimed: “We were your voters
during the March 8 election. We
voted for you, and now you’re
smashing our rice bowls!”

As the plastics industry is still
the key player in the manufacturing
industry of our country, the govern-
ment decided to give them time to
adapt to the impact of the new
policy before a better transforma-
tion plan for the plastics industry is
devised.

Therefore, the “No Plastic Bags
Day” was then substituted with “No
Free Plastic Bag Day”.

Some environmentalists may

certainly feel dissatisfied at this
point, but it is the best political
outcome.

I would say if there was the
slightest lack of political will and
fear of the risk of losing votes by
both the Chief Minister as the pio-
neer advocate and Phee Boon Poh,
the executive committee member
in charge of environment as a

champion, the new initiative would
be stillborn.

(Note: The Penang state gov-
ernment started the ‘No Plastic
Bags Every Monday’in July 2009,
then advanced to ‘No Plastic
Bags Day Every Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday’ in 2010; by the
end of 2010, business operators
personally requested the state

government to enter into the ‘Ev-
ery Day is No Free Plastic Bag
Day’ phase during a public dia-
logue. On January 1, 2011, the
whole city embarked on an era of
‘No Free Plastic Bag Every Day’,
in which the local councils have
imposed the policy as one of the
conditions for the renewal of busi-
ness licenses.)
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PROPERTY developer MTT Prop-
erties & Development Sdn Bhd
breathed new life into Balik Pulau
with their latest commercial devel-
opment, Botanica CT Centre (BCC).

The new commercial develop-
ment which is in Botanica.CT will
consist of three major anchor tenants
— the first large-scale hypermarket
in Balik Pulau, the first KFC drive-
thru restaurant in Balik Pulau and
the first Starbucks drive-thru in
Balik Pulau.

To complement the trades of the
anchor tenants, the developer is also
building 22 double-storey units of
shop offices, also at BCC.

MTT Properties & Development
Sdn Bhd is the subsidiary company
of MTT Group of Companies.

MTT Group of Companies ex-
ecutive chairman Datuk Seri Kenny
Ong said the 80,000 sq ft hypermar-
ket, TF Value-Mart, would provide
a significant amenity for the resi-
dents of Balik Pulau.

“The hypermarket will be able to
cater to all household essential
needs,” he said in his speech before
the groundbreaking ceremony at
Botanica.CT on Jan 8.

“With the participation of these
iconic brands, including KFC and
Starbucks, they will enhance BCC’s
potential as the future commercial

The VIPs taking part in

the Botanica CT Centre
groundbreaking ceremony
at Botanica.CT.

‘theartbea

W
BOTANICACT

Botanica CT Centre
Groundbreaking Ceremony

afficiated by

Y.AB. Tuan Chow Kon Yeow

i Mindsterof Penang |

Ong (in whlte) and Khoo (right) showmg Ahmad Zaklyuddln (centre),
Abdul Halim (left) and Mohd Tuah (second from right) the scale
model of the development projects in Botanica.CT.

landmark of Balik Pulau. BCC will
be the new heartbeat of Balik Pulau,”
Ong added.

Ong said the developer would
begin the construction of the shop
offices and the units were scheduled
to open for sale by the middle of this
year.

He added that the entire project
was scheduled to complete by 2021.

“Phase One of the project, name-
ly the construction and subsequent
operation of TF Value-Mart, KFC
and Starbucks will be completed
within the next 12 months,” he said.

State Domestic and Interna-
tional Trade, Consumer Affairs and
Entrepreneur Development Com-
mittee chairman Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain said the commercial project

would be a catalyst to promote eco-
nomic development in Balik Pulau.

“With the BCC, Balik Pulau will
have an iconic landmark and not

Botanica CT Centre

.« —thenew,

only famous for durians.

“The project is in line with the
state’s Penang 2030 vision. This
project shows that Balik Pulau is
not left behind.

“We hope that Balik Pulau will
be able to progress in the areas of
STEM and technopreneurship,
besides maintaining its greenery,”
he said.

Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk
Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rah-
man, who represented Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow at the cer-
emony, said that having the first
integrated commercial develop-
ment in Balik Pulau was a momen-
tous event.

“I would like to congratulate
MTT Group for bringing in many
‘firsts’ to Balik Pulau.

“The project will be able to
generate new businesses for the

NEWSIER
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locals and we are excited to wit-
ness its development,” Ahmad
Zakiyuddin said.

Also present were Pulau Be-
tong assemblyman Mohd Tuah
Ismail, Telok Bahang assembly-
man Zolkifly Md Lazim, state
Land and District southwest office
district officer Mohd Hafiz Aswad
Nadzmi, Balik Pulau OCPD Supt
A.Anbalagan, MTT Properties &
Development Sdn Bhd executive
director Datin Seri Saisunee Ong,
QSR Brands (M) Holdings Bhd
managing director Datuk Seri
Mohamed Azahari Mohamed
Kamil, TF Value-Mart chief ex-
ecutive officer Ho Mun Hao,
Berjaya Food Berhad Group chief
executive officer Sydney Quays
and MTT Properties & Develop-
ment Sdn Bhd chief executive
officer Khoo Teck Chong.

Invited guests attending the groundbreaking ceremony at Botanlca CT
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‘ ' PENANG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
= TOTAL INTERNATIONAL ARRIVALS
MONTH 2018 2017 3,018 ¥52017
— —— (% of change)
Iglj: ﬁ L iyi ib % JAN 133,590 118,906 12.35%
FEB 124,577 106,150 17.36%
y— — ~ 1/ MAR 148,883 123,011 21.03%
'.E y 1 .‘.Lﬁ APR 138,308 119,663 15.58%
MAY 136,945 123,530 10.86%
MU AR S AR AN Bk, WF BOMPRERIRUPHUI B T BB B JUN 154725 135,149 14.48%
HEOGROREZ HRITAERE R FANESE, BRI E bR AT, JULY 163287 141 796 15.16%
Wb, 20184ERMEAT E BRI RS, & RAEERTVEZE. : L =
ABAGIE K, 5201 74E 8, C0IFMEN A, MG HA283 AUG 152,132 128,621 18.28%
%@%ﬂn%%};ﬁilszgé iﬂzogﬁé %ga&gﬁﬁfﬁ, 5201%2&#%@ SEP 145,223 124,044 17.07%
178 372021 N\, 2017 154 J36741 E L, []?s 21.9%, EI]2018 -’@J%J .
A DS 20174 B o2 HE. ocT 150,098 131,994 13.72::
WHENIRE NSO TR AN, 2018 HIY R B i Nay 151,011 133,385 13.21%
W FI20184E24FE778 HHETCON  FHMEFN. B#EYEES. RIERS DEC (preliminary) 183,242 160,492 14.18%
g, 201 7T4E44ET23752097 NIk, WK ”ﬁ%ﬁﬂ]}%ﬂﬂ%ﬁf\ eSS WK K A TOTAL 1,782,021 1,546,741 15.21%
#7.59% EHET.
R M B RS S W AT T K AT 2 201 SAE RGN s B HEIEIR ) 2 ’ ¥ o FET
J:E}ﬁﬁyﬁ\ﬂ}?ﬁ/@m = j:ié:‘%‘ gﬂﬁ‘ é;ﬂj\ %%E&ﬂﬁﬂﬂ Source: Malaysian Airports Berhad (Updated 14" Jan 2019)
ko 20174 R 2018 4E 1R 1R E FRAL MR B 3547
SKIRPRET ENIS BT, R, BN

LA P SR BSOS Ak e
VL TAR, BOAHE RSOt e 2

A [ B B Ay die BB J A T Y

BT, R PENANG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

AT H 25K R SR & . B o TOTAL PASSENGER MOVEMENT
MONTH 2018 2017 203 vs 201
I =1 2% -l LI (%ofchange)

JAN 612,512 575,285 6.47%
FEB 574,814 547,539 4.98%

R‘-"““’f"” ) ) MAR 660,940 | 606,116 9,05%

New Direct flights in 2018: e APR — = _624_,{_36é_ = = _554,?:?8 2.91%

= Hanoi by Air Asia starting from 1 July 2018 (4x per week) MAY 503,457 584,173 3.30%

« Phuket by Air Asia starting from 1 July 2018 (7x per week) =it s =TT e

= Doha by Qatar Airways starting from 6 Feb 2018 (2 x per week) Ll — : —

+ Banda Aceh by Malindo Airline starting from 15 March 2018 (3x per week) JuL 689,704 630,187 9.44%

= lakarta by Citilink starting from 25 March 2018 (7 x per week) AUG 667,492 623,523 7.05%

= Nanning by Malindo starting from 18 August 2018 (2 x per week) SEP 628,089 561,151 11.93%

* Surabaya by Citilink starting from 1 November 2018 ( 7 x per week) ocT 652,894 610,545 6.93%
NOV 660,171 603,054 9.47%

Increased flight frequencies in 2018: DEC (preliminary) 751,305 700,659 7.23%

* Hong Kong by Cathay Pacific increased from 10x per week to 14x TOTAL 7,780,760 7,232,097 7.59%

= Doha by Qatar increase to 4x per week from 1 July 2018

« Taipei by China Airline increase to 7x per week from 7 lune 2018 **passenger movement: Numbers based on the passenger from the flights that come in / leaving the alrport

»  Phuket by Firefly increase to 7x per week from 25 March 2018 th tegardiess of lacal o forelgn passenger

= Jakarta by Citilink increase to 14x per week from 1 November 2018 Malaysian Airports Berhad (Updated 14™ Jan 2019)
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Occupy Beach Street Chinese

New Year Run 2019 ##&E0BS RUN
© 7.30am flag off

9 Beach Street

Penang Celebrates: Chinese New Year

with Kochabi @ Auto-City

IR 8 2 o SRR ST 0K AT
© 5pm~-11pm

9 Auto-City

4-19 Febryzrep+z
Kek Lok Si Display of Lights
BERHBESRERT

© 7pm-12am

9? Kek Lok Si Temple

5 Feb =59
Finance Minister YB Lim Guan Eng
Chinese New Year Open House
CEZEHELHARE

e 10am-12pm

9 Setia SPICE Convention Centre

6 Feb ERy=

Penang Chief Minister YAB Chow Kon
Yeow Chinese New Year Open House

CZEENEFRDKENEZHEEARE
© 3.30pm -5.30pm
© SPICE Arena

9 & 10 Feb EamEsERyA
Penang Hot Air Balloon Fiesta 2019
RS BRI EE2019
© 7am-9pm
9 Padang Polo

) i i

n [ {] Penang Global Tourism

-

9 Feb Epun

7th Ban Ka Lan Snake Temple CNY
Culture Celebration 2019 H =Rl EE
© épm - 12am

9 Snake Temple

9 Feb Epun

Penang CNY Celebration 2019
CEEREES

© 4pm-11pm

© George Town

12 Feb Ea#n

Hokkien New Year Celebration X4 i
© From 8pm

9@ Clan Jetties

19 Feb EA+%

Penang Celebrates: Chap Goh Meh with a Bang
@ Esplanande f&ifFE#8Z#E T EHelHXTFA
e 7pm-11pm

@ Penang Esplanade

19 Feb £a+=%

Bukit Tambun Chap Goh Meh Ceremony
KEXXTETRA

© 6.30pm-11pm

9 Parade starts from Jetty Bukit Tambun

Bagan Festival @ Butterworth Art Walk
- Chinese New Year Celebration
ERFELoLBEEAEEH-HHE KR

@ 4pm-11pm

9 Butterworth Art Walk

4

mypenang.gov.my
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM .
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

{T% 04 -383 9131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04-262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 -261 8745

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

M

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.01 PENAGA

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah m
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman m
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor M

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

{T; 04 -390 5109
F) 04 -390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim

M

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khallil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37 @gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad

jmmohamed002@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysrregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

m

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

{T{ 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtalb Mohd. Ishaq

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-5767606

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal. mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadziamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

{T% 013-399 0519
F) 04-5511442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

{T% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

{T% 04 -502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340
04-226 1000
04-238 9888

EPF
SOCSO

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Program-Program Emas

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli llbrahim

n21adunsgacheh@gmail.com

M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
k nbun mail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim nan: v.m

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

}T% 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611
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04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAIJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MPSP 2019
Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390

Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
Kewarganegaraan
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai 019 - 457 2271
Tengah
5. Vadi Velan A/L Seberang Perai 011 - 1144 1816
Subramaniam Selatan
Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

A'ziss Zainal Abiddin 017 -938 9192
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923
David Marshel o/l 019 - 412 3397
Pakianathan
Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2229
Heng Yeh Shivuan 016 -261 2460
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113
Kirupanantha
Johnson a/l 012 - 424 5745
Anthonysamy
Kang Yau Chuang 010 - 829 3904
Khong Chee Seong 011 -1522 6628
Kumaran A/L Krishnan 012 - 464 4697
Marshidaliza Marzuki 011 - 3929 9023
Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013-770 1001
Nasir 013 - 503 3349
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456
Mohamad Nor
Mohamad Akmal Azhar 019 -518 5145
Ong Jing Cheng 012-758 3779
016 - 445 5709
Ooi Yong Wooi 016-421 1196
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-3807672
Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101
Tengku Rasidah Tengku 019 -473 1323
Kamarudin
Wong Chee Keet 012-4511312
Zaini Awang 019-5463115
Zulkiply Ishak 013-431 6161

MBPP 2019 :
Nama Telefon E
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 E
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 E
1
Aidi Akhbal Mohamed Zainon 012 - 464 3004 E
Azahari Aris 016 - 499 2580 E
Azli Ibrahim 011 - 2432 9007 i
Dr. Chee Heng Leng 017 - 333 9366 E
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 E
Gerald Mak Mun Keong 016 - 452 6499 E
1
Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271 E
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010- 505 5571 E
Harvindar Singh a/I Darshan 012 - 428 2250 E
Singh :
Kaliyappan a/I P. Renganathan | 012 - 407 7276 E
Latifah Hussainsa 013 -436 1999 E
1
Nurliyana Mohd Ramzi 011 - 3922 4080 E
Nur Zarina Zakaria 011 -1578 5098 E
Ong Kean Peng 012-629 1133 E
Rohaizat Hamid 019 -5100075
Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 463 2787
Shahrudin Mohamed Shariff 012 - 428 3160
Shung Yin Ni 012-413 9246
Tan Hooi Peng 012 - 498 6212
Tan Seng Keat 012 - 438 6191
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Vino Dini a/p Chandragason 016 - 439 9358
Pitchy
Wong Yuee Harng 016 -439 92121
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Christopher Tan (English)
Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)

G. Revatic (Tamil)
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Showcasing
works of

young
artists

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Alissala Thian

ASPIRING artists will have a great
opportunity to showcase their
works in an exhibition, entitled
‘The Art Showdown’, at China-
House in George Town from Feb 1
to 15.

“The Art Showdown’ is part of
Bayu Gallery’s first attempt at sup-

Chan says the exhibition can
help inspire many young artists.

Majlis Rumah Terbuka Tahun Baru Cina 2019
YAB Chow Kon Yeow, Ketua Menteri Pulau Pinang
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porting upcoming and young artists
in Malaysia to take part in an exhi-
bition alongside their mentors.

“I hope the exhibition will in-
spire and empower art students and
art enthusiasts to pursue the career
pathway of an artist. It also serves
as a platform for artists not only in
Penang but also in Malaysia to
encourage one another,” state Tour-
ism Development, Heritage, Cul-
ture and Arts Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin told reporters in
Komtar on Jan 11.

“The organisers are still receiv-
ing artworks and hope to receive
submissions by artists from various
age groups without discrimination.

“Besides the government, the
private sector plays a crucial role
to boost arts. I have the confidence
that Penang will be the hub for
young artists in the region.”

He said in Europe, there are a
lot of art galleries or museums,
some of which contain thousands
of artworks and hoped that Penang
could be the art centre in South East
Asia in the future.

“They are a lot of talented artists
in Penang but they don’t have a
platform. My office will support
more activities, especially for the
young artists, so that the world can
see more of them.

“There’s an increase in tourists
from China, South Korea, Japan,
South East Asia and Europe. This
is very encouraging as we give at-
tention to the Tourism Master Plan,
with art and culture playing impor-
tant roles apart from street food
promotion.”

He also praised organising
chairman Rebecca Yeoh and co-
organiser Calvin Chan for stepping
forward to hold the exhibition. Also
present were Penang Art District

Yeoh (third from left) showing the ‘Art Showdown’ information on the screen to the media. With him
are (from left) Kee, Rebecca, Calvin and Ng.

Rebecca says they accept all
kinds of hand-drawn artworks
except digital art.

project executives Stephanie Kee
and Kenny Ng.

Rebecca said they accept all
kinds of hand-drawn artworks ex-
cept digital art and are open to
submission of as many as 100
pieces of artworks. The prices
range from RM300 to RM900 per
piece.

“Alot of us, like those studying
abroad, don’t have the connections
in Penang. It’s also a challenge for
us as our people are not properly
educated to appreciate art,” said
Rebecca, who holds a Masters
degree in Arts and Cultural Man-
agement from King’s College
London in England.

Chan said the exhibition could
help inspire more young artists to
believe in themselves.

“Penang is strategically located
to be recognised as one of the art
hubs. There are a lot of hidden
talents. It may take some time for
the artists to put Penang on the
world map. It has to start some-
where and YB (Yeoh Soon Hin) has
done a lot,” he said.



Logistics sector
continues as
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important
economic driver

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

THE manufacturing and services sectors are the
twin engines of growth in Penang.

In 2017, the manufacturing sector grew by
5.7%, while the services sector grew by 5.6%.

Malaysian Industrial Development Author-
ity (MIDA) approved manufacturing invest-
ments into Penang in the first half 2018 was also
encouraging with a record of RM1.9 billion
despite the prevailing global economic uncer-
tainties and challenges.

“This expansion by FedEx, a United States
multinational corporation and the world’s larg-
est express transportation company, continues
to mark confidence in the robust business ac-
tivities and driving the economic development
in Penang,” Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said at the launching ceremony of FedEx Pen-
ang Gateway facility at the MAB New Cargo
Complex, Penang International Airport on Jan

10.

He added that with increased trade, the lo-
gistics sector would also benefit.

“I am delighted that FedEx has expanded
this Penang Gateway facility which is envi-
sioned to be the largest logistics facility in the
state,” Chow said.

He added the total trade for Penang recorded
in 2017 was valued at RM429 9 billion, while
the total trade in January-September 2018 was
already valued at RM356.6 billion, indicating
that the total trade for Penang for full year 2018
will exceed the previous year’s total.

The FedEx logistics facility is about 52,000
sq ft, equipped with advanced conveyor belts,
sorting systems and outbound X-ray scanning
equipment capable of handling more than 2,700
packages per hour.

It is also the first-of-its-kind in the country
to feature X-ray scanning services for all out-
bound packages.

Also present were FedEx Express (North &
South Pacific) operation senior vice-president

A

Kawal Preet and Penang Customs Department
director Datuk Saidi Ismail.

Joining them were FedEx Express Malaysia
managing director S.C. Chong and investPen-
ang chief executive officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian.

Meanwhile, Chong said the growth and in-
vestment by FedEx had increased by leaps and
bounds.

“From only eight employees in 1991, FedEx
Malaysia has grown more than 100 times with
a team of 1,400 employees throughout the
country today,” he added.

“The launch of the Penang Gateway facil-
ity serves as another example of FedEx’s
continuous commitment to support the govern-
ment’s initiatives under the national Logistics
and Trade Facilitation Master Plan, which aims
to make Malaysia the preferred logistics gate-
way to Asia by 2020,” he added.

Chong said apart from being an investment
location of choice for global electronics,

H—
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Chow (left) and Kawal putting their signatures on the plaque during the opening
ceremony of FedEx Penang Gateway facility in Batu Maung.

medical devices and aerospace companies,
Penang has been recognised as a cost-compet-
itive location by Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development.

“With this integrated facility, our customers
in Penang and northern states can enjoy a one-
stop logistics hub for better connectivity lo-
cally, across Asia Pacific and beyond.

“They can benefit from access to more
routes and a smoother customs clearance pro-
cesses as we continue to improve our capa-
bilities to better support the customer experi-
ence.”

With the inclusion of Penang, FedEx now
has 12 stations across Malaysia in Negri Sem-
bilan, Perak, Kuantan, Johor, Sabah, Sarawak
and the federal territory of Kuala Lumpur.

“In the pipeline for 2019, FedEx also plans
to launch two more stations — in Penang and
Johor —to further bolster its logistics network,”
Chong said.

(From fifth from left) Rozali, Jagdeep, other invited guests and MPSP councilors giving the thumbs-
up while holding the DCP manual book during the launch.

DCP manual to help accelerate Seberang Perai development

SEBERANG Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) on Jan
11 launched the Dealing With Construction Permit
(DCP) Manual to increase their efficiency in the state’s
development process.

Local Government, Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman Jagdeep Singh said the
DCP manual is very important to realise the wishes of
the state government to become more efficient.

“With this manual, bureaucratic red tape can be
reduced from 55 procedures to 21, while planning
permission processes are shortened from 497 days to
105 days.

“Reducing bureaucracy will have a big impact on
Penang’s economic sector, especially in Seberang
Perai,” he told a press conference after the Seberang
Perai DCP manual launching ceremony.

MPSP president Datuk Rozali Mohamud said
the criteria to assess the application of planning permis-

sion include the area of development must be below
five acres as well as not exceeding three levels.

“With the existence of the DCP manual, it is hoped
that it will open more job opportunities especially to
the B40s, and create investment spaces for business
operators in Seberang Perai to operate with ease.

“Therefore, I suggest that the consultants also be
able to play a professional role in ensuring that this
programme or aspiration can be successfully imple-
mented for the continued growth of Seberang Perai,”
he said.

It is understood that the DCPis a yardstick used by
the World Bank to measure performance in the course
of obtaining a permit or development.

MPSP is one of the six local authorities in the
country selected to launch the programme.

For further inquiries on the DCP Manual, visit
www.mpsp.gov.my or call 04-5497555/04-5389700.

PUMM wants to work with
Penang to grow digital economy

THE Malaysia Entrepreneurs Develop-
ment Association (PUMM) has expressed
its interest in working with the Penang
government to grow the digital economy
in the state.

A team of business entrepreneurs and
industry experts took part in a two-hour
dialogue with Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng and agencies such as investPenang,
Penang Institute, PDC Telco (a subsidiary
of Penang Development Corporation), @
CAT Penang and the State Secretary Of-
fice (Local Council Department). Also
present was PUMM national president
Datuk See Kok Seng.

PUMM Penang chairman ee Eng Hai
said the purpose of the dialogue was to
propose ideas to the Penang government
to grow the digital economy, led by the
state government.

“The proposal theme is called ‘Remap-
ping Penang as the Global Digital Hub’,”
Lee said on Jan 17.

Lee spoke on building ecosystem, at-
tracting investments, growing talents, and
for Penang to move towards becoming an
E-Government; among the many topics
presented.

Chow said that consistently leads in
attracting new investors and re-invest-

ments from existing investors.

“In 2017, Penang recorded the largest
FDI inflow of MIDA-approved manufac-
turing FDI among states in Malaysia,
valued at RM8.5 billion.

“Penang is also the second highest
recipient of total manufacturing invest-
ment among states valued at RM10.8
billion. Meanwhile, domestic investment
also grew steadily by 92% year-on-year
to reach RM2.3 billion in 2017.

“There are more than 300 multina-
tional corporation (MNC) status compa-
nies in Penang, out of which, more than
90% are implementing global business
services (GBS) and are in the research and
development (R&D) and information
technology sectors.

“Malaysia’s digital economy focusing
on Internet of Things (IoT), Big Data
Analytics, cloud computing, platform and
sharing economy, E-Commerce,and GBS
continues to be akey driver of growth; and
is expected to contribute more than 20%
to the gross domestic product (GDP) by
2020,” Chow said.

He added that the government allo-
cated more than RMS billion in Budget
2019 to encourage the manufacturing
sector to ride the Industry 4.0 wave. The
allocation is for 2019 to 2021.



MBPP launches
e-bike patrol squad

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Law Suun Ting

IT can be quite uncomfortable for
the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) officers from the cycling
patrol unit when they do their en-
forcement rounds under a swelter-
ing sun.

So, it must have come as a relief
for them when MBPP mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang launched the
Electric Bicycle Patrol Unit in front
of City Hall at the Esplanade on Jan
10.

“For a start, we’ve purchased 10
pedal-assist electric bicycles. I be-
lieve MBPP is the first city council
in the country to have an enforce-
ment team using electric bicycles,”
Yew told reporters after unveiling a
brand-new pedal-assist electric bi-
cycle.

“We launched a patrol bicycle
team a few years ago. Because of
our weather, it could be sweaty for
them when they use conventional
bicycles to carry out their duties. I
just tested the pedal-assist electric
bicycle and even though I was wear-
ing a long-sleeved shirt and tie, I
don’t perspire.”

The total cost of the 10 pedal-
assist E-bikes, which are manufac-
tured locally by Volton Malaysia, is
RM54,000.

Each bicycle has an advanced
suspension system, a nine-speed
Shimano gear transmission and is
equipped with accessories, includ-
ing a GPS trip recorder with an
action camera attached atop of the
helmet. The GPS trip recorder can
detect the user’s location while the
action camera can record whatever

Tan: Our pedal-assist electric
bicycles are endorsed by the
Road Transport Department.

happens during his patrol.

Yew added that the top speed of
the bike is 25km per hour and the
assist mode could be set at 20%,
40%, 60% or 80%.

“I understand the Penang police
will be getting 20 units of the bicy-
cles and we will collaborate with
them. The MBPP electric patrol
bicycle unit will initially concen-
trate on George Town.
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patrol squad.

AirAsia looks forward to

“We want to encourage more
residents to use bicycles and tourists
to use facilities, like the link-bikes.
This is in line with the state’s vision
to go green and be a smart city,” said
Yew.

Volton Malaysia chief executive
officer Tan You Soon, who was also
present, said the pedal-assist elec-
tric bicycle is endorsed by the Road
Transport Department.

“Ours is not the throttle-assist
type. Ours is approved by the gov-
ernment and we have obtained the
MS (Malaysian Standard) 2514
certification.

“If fully assisted, the e-bike can
go 86km. If set at 20% assist, the
bicycle can take the rider to a dis-
tance of 200km. We had no prob-
lems cycling round Penang island,
which covers about 85km,” said
Tan.

He added that other parties like

the police, Alor

- -'-‘
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(Clockwise from top left) An officer wearing the helmet which has
a GPS trip recorder with an action camera attached on its top, the
speed gear transmission, advanced suspension system, battery

pack and speed controller.

Setar and Subang Jaya municipali-
ties, are also showing interest to
obtain the pedal-assist electric bi-
cycles.

Tan said Volton, whose factory
is in Sungai Petani, is also exporting
the e-Bikes to European countries.

o

Yew (centre, wearing tie) posing with the e-bike patrol unit officers, some MBPP councillors and personnel after launching the e-bike

L

It has received grants from Min-
istry of Science, Technology and
Information (Mosti) and Malaysian
Technoloy Development Corpora-
tion (MTDC), and is funded by
Kumpulan Modal Perdana, a ven-
ture capital company wholly owned
by the Ministry of Finance.
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New road gives Juru big boost

expanding its business in Penang

PENANG is one of the main hubs where
AirAsia desires to grow its business, says
the airline’s Malaysia chief executive
officer Riad Asmat.

“We handled four million passengers
of all nationalities in Penang last year,”
Riad told Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow when he made a courtesy call at
the latter’s office in Komtar on Jan 10.

“We’ve a 10-year plan and are look-
ing into more destinations and flight
frequencies. The support from the state
government is very good.”

Also present were AirAsia govern-

ment relations director Zamani Rafique
and government relations manager
(northern region) Kenneth Tan, state
Tourism Development, Heritage, Cul-
ture and Arts Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin and Komtar assemblyman Teh
Lai Heng, who is also the Chief Minis-
ter’s political secretary.

Besides Penang, Riad said AirAsia
would also explore other neighbouring
countries like the Philippines and China.

They also talked about the airline’s
services, like food, ticketing, routes and
future plans.

THE recent opening of Jalan PSPN 2 in the north
Penang Science Park, Juru, will provide good logis-
tics and network support in Batu Kawan as well as
accelerate economic development in the surrounding
areas.

It is seen as timely for the integration with other
development projects such as Design Village, Aspen
Vision and the soon-to-be-opened IKEA , which will
further create business opportunities for local sup-
pliers, tourist attractions, entrepreneurs and investors.

Furthermore, the industrial area of the Penang
Science Park has been extended to a total area of
699 acres, with the existing 282 acres being in-
creased by 298 acres to the north and 119 acres to
the south.

“Penang Development Corporation (PDC) has
taken the initiative to upgrade existing road transport
networks in the area by constructing the PSPN 2

road as an alternative to enable traffic from Batu
Kawan and Bukit Tambun to continue through the
Juru area,” Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said in
his speech during the opening of the road on Jan 10.

“The new road is 30m wide and 1.6km in length.

“To ensure that the project is implemented effi-
ciently and transparently, it has been fully imple-
mented by using PDC’s internal expertise in terms
of design, submission of plans, calling of tenders
and project site management.”

The project was constructed over two phases,
with the first carried out by JK Dinamik Sdn Bhd at
a cost of RM9.6 million while the second phase was
conducted by MMA Construction & Engineering
Sdn Bhd at a cost RM9.5 million.

The total cost was funded by PDC to upgrade and
speed up infrastructure developments in Penang,
especially Seberang Perai.
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Aid for SMJK
and Chinese
independent

schools

Story by Danny OOi and
K.H. Ong

Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

THE Penang government has ap-
proved a financial aid of RM2 million
for five Chinese independent schools
and RM1 425 million for 12 nation-
al-type secondary schools (Manda-
rin-based), also known as Sekolah
Menengah Jenis Kebangsaan
(SMIJK), in the state.

Earlier, the state government had
allocated RM1.14 million to 22 mis-
sionary schools.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who announced the allocation for
SMIK schools in Komtar on Jan 14,
said although the amount might not
be enough for all the recipients to
upgrade or repair facilities for the
comfort and safety of their students,
he hoped that it would help lighten
their burden.

“Since 10 years ago, the Pakatan
Harapan state government has never
failed to provide financial assistance
to schools even though they are under
the purview of the federal govern-
ment,” Chow said in his speech.

Also present were state exco
member Chong Eng, who is the
chairman of the Chinese and mission-
ary school affairs committee, state
exco member Soon Lip Chee, Bukit

Bendera MP Wong Hon Wai, assem-
blymen Goh Choon Aik (Bukit
Tambun), Teh Lai Heng (Komtar),
Heng Lee Lee (Berapit), Chris Lee
Chun Kit (Pulau Tikus), A. Kumare-
san (Batu Uban), H'ng Mooi Lye
(Jawi), Lim Siew Khim (Sungai
Pinang), Joseph Ng Soon Siang (Air
Itam) and Daniel Gooi Zi Sen (Peng-
kalan Kota) and various schools
representatives.

The 12 schools which received the
financial aid were SMIJK Jit Sin Bukit
Mertajam (RM180,000), SMJK
Perempuan Cina Pulau Pinang
(RM150,000), SMIK Chung Ling
Pulau Pinang (RM140,000), SMJK
Jit Sin SPS (RM140,000), SMJK
Chung Ling Butterworth
(RM140,000),SMIJK Convent Datuk
Keramat (RM140,000), SMJK Heng
Ee Penang (RM130,000), SMJK
Heng Ee Bayan Baru (RM120,000),
SMJK Union Pulau Pinang
(RM&80,000), SMJK Chung Hwa
Confucian (RM75,000), SMJK Sa-
cred Heart (RM70,000) and SMJK
Phor Tay (RM60,000),

Chow and Chong Eng also wit-
nessed the assemblymen presenting
cheques to the schools’ respective
representatives.

Chong Eng, in her speech, said her
committee received applications
from the 12 schools for financial aid
amounting to RM37 million but less

State to wait for DOSH
investigation report on Bukit Kukus

THE Penang government will be
in contact with the Department of
Occupational Safety and Health
(DOSH) pertaining to the investi-
gation report on the Bukit Kukus
landslide tragedy.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the State Secretary
would be contacting the depart-
ment soon.

“We hope to get some updates
on the investigation. When will
the stop work order be lifted and
what are the recommendations by
the department?

“The state can’t take further
action pending decision by DOSH.

I am sure that DOSH will make its
findings public.

“We will then take the appro-
priate action,” Chow told a press
conference at his office on Jan 9.

Chow said matter came under
the purview of DOSH because it
was a worksite safety incident.

He added that both the Penang
Island City Council and the spe-
cial committee set up by the state
to investigate the landslide, had
completed their investigations.

“They have presented to the
state executive council and the
findings are for internal use only,”
Chow said.
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Chow, flanked by Chong Eng and Soon, presenting the mock cheque for RM1,425,000 to representatives
of the 12 SMJK schools on Jan 14. With them are several assemblymen.

than four percent of it was approved.

“I'would like to stress that the state
government only helps to provide
additional aid and that whichever
schools need more funding, they
should seek it from the Ministry of
Education as soon as possible,” she
said.

Chong Eng added that the com-
mittee has set up a technical unit,
headed by Datuk Lim Kai Seng, a
former chairman of the Penang Mas-

Chan (back row, seventh from left), Ooi (eighth from left) and other guests joining participating team

ter Builders and Building Materials
Dealers’ Association, to advise
schools on the estimates and types of
materials to use in upgrading or re-
pairing their facilities before they
submit their applications.

On Jan 9, the state government
handed out a total of RM2 million
aid to five Chinese independent
schools with each receiving
RM400,000 at a ceremony in Komtar.

The schools were Por Tay Private

members for a group photograph after the prize presentation.

Lions roar with various moves at championship

THE best lion dance troupes roared
majestically at the Komplexs Bukit
Jambul Lion Dance Championship
2019 as they thrilled a large crowd of
spectators on Jan 6.

Organised in conjunction with
Chinese New Year, the KBJ Interna-
tional Lion Dance Competition saw
atotal of 27 teams — 18 from Penang,
two each from Selangor and Putra-
jaya, one from Kuala Lumpur, two
from Rawang and neighbouring
countries (one team each from Viet-
nam and Singapore) - displaying their
skills as they battled to be the best in
Penang.

KBJ joint management body
(JMB) chairman K H. Chan said the
diverse list of states at the champion-
ship shows how the event has be-
come the platform for growth in
every sense; in terms of promoting
lion dance as a cultural art form and
sport and in encouraging sportsman-
ship and harmony.

“Komplexs Bukit Jambul JMB is

pleased to host this sixth KBJ signa-
ture annual event in hope to further
draw public interest to this Chinese
culture through close collaboration
with Persatuan Kebudayaan Tarian
Singa Dan Naga Xuan Gang Pulau
Pinang, and supported by the Penang
state government and Penang Glob-
al Tourism, he added.

The judges chose six teams to
represent Penang to compete in the
KBIJ International Lion Dance
Championship 2019 on Jan 5 during
the preliminary round.

Among those witnessing the event
were chief executive officer of Pen-
ang Global Tourism, Ooi Chok Yan,
director of Ministry of Tourism and
Culture, Penang branch Jonathan
Freddy P. Bagang and marketing and
communications manager of Olive
Tree Hotel, Lim Hui Hui.

Ooi, who represented exco for
Tourism Development, Heritage,
Culture and Arts Yeoh Soon Hin at
the function, congratulated the organ-

High School, Jit Sin Independent
High School, Penang Chinese Girls
Private High School, Han Chiang
High School and Chung Ling Private
High School.

The schools’ representatives re-
ceived their letter of approval from
their respective assemblymen, also
witnessed Chow and Chong Eng.
Among others present were state
executive councillors Jagdeep Singh
Deo and Phee Boon Poh.

ising committee on their hard work
to bring the 27 teams to compete in
the event.

He said the state government is
proud that Penang is a model city for
culture and heritage.

“Traditional culture like lion
dance held in conjunction with Chi-
nese New Year, help to educate
youngsters to be better aware of local
celebrations,” he added.

Ooi said for 11 months last year,
Penang recorded two-digit growth in
tourists arrivals.

“Tam positive the growth rate will
continue,” he added.

At the competition, Tarian Naga
Dan Singa Kwong Ngai from
Sarawak emerged champions to take
home RMS5 000 and trophy.

Second placing went to Baitian-
gong Lion Dance Troupe which
walked away with RM1,000, while
Persatuan Kebudayaan Sukan Meihu
Pulau Pinang won RM 1,000 for be-
ing placed third.



Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Alvie Cheng

A DRUNKARD on a rampage
stabbed 10 Penang Adventist Hospital
(PAH) nurses on Jan 8 before com-
mitting suicide at the scene.

The “drama” unfolded at 2pm
when the man burst into Adventist
Court which houses the hospital’s
nursing students.

Seven of the victims were sent to
PAH and three to the Penang Hospital.

Hearing the news, anxious family
members rushed to PAH where cus-
tomer relations officers were kept
busy trying to calm the families.

Of the 10 victims, eight suffered
serious injuries on the neck, abdomen,
chest and hand. The remaining two,
who sustained light injuries, hurried
over to the nearby PAH to seek treat-
ment.

The arrival of the first two victims
triggered a Code Green to alert the
hospital staff of an emergency.

Passersby and onlookers could be
forgiven to have imagined how bad
the situation was as police and ambu-
lances rushed to the site.

Dr Tean wants his staff members
to be well prepared to help
victims in the event of an
unexpected disaster.

But this was actually the scenario
of an emergency drill that was jointly
conducted by PAH and Penang Hos-
pital to test the general response
mechanisms to a multiple casualty
incident.

PAH chief operating officer Dr
Thomas Tean Wing Nyin said as a
hospital, they wanted to be prepared
for such a disaster.

“The drill is to help our staff be
well prepared in collaborating with
Penang Hospital so that we can help
the victims during an external disaster.

“Different departments such as the
Emergency Department and the Nurs-
ing Department; together with doctors
and various specialists such as ortho-
paedics and surgeons are involved.
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PAH Emergency Department
personnel take over as the
ambulance with a victim arrives.

“Personnel from the laboratory,
X-ray Department, intensive care unit
and operating theatre are also be roped
in.

“We also have Customers Rela-
tions Officers to help and assist anx-
ious parents or relatives.

“To care for the visitors who may
have to wait long hours, the hospital
has a cafeteria to provide food and
drinks if they are hungry or thirsty.

“We also have the Security Depart-
ment. In a disaster, many people
would come to the hospital and the
security personnel would have to
ensure that the movements of ambu-
lances are not hindered,” Dr Tean told
reporters.

Also present were PAH senior
marketing manager Caleb Lim,
assistant marketing manager Ab-

.l-F.f =y .
A ‘victim’ being attended to by a medical officer at the Adventist
Court.

bey Ong, marketing communica-
tions executive Ann Ooi and mar-
keting communications officer
Junie Fong.

Dr Tean said this was the second
time PAH had collaborated with the
Penang Hospital in a drill. The first
was held three years ago, on a larger
scale, when there was a ‘bus collision’
at the North South Highway.

Previous year, PAH held an inter-
nal drill to help ‘victims’ of a landslide
on Penang island.

Asked why they chose a ‘mass
stabbing’ incident this time, Dr Tean
attributed it to media reports of terror
attacks in France and Britain.

“As you know, incidents of a
driver using his vehicle to hit pedes-
trians and a person running amok to
stab people had happened. These are
new things that we need to learn even
though they have not occurred in
Malaysia,” he said.

Dr Tean said if Penang Hospital is
too busy to deal with many victims in
emergency cases, they would contact
private hospitals to help out.

After the drill, PAH will conduct
a post-mortem after getting a report
from an observer at every station.

“We want to see what we did right,
what we did wrong and what we
could have done better. Every year,
we have new staff and our experi-
enced staff will guide some of them
during the drill.

“We might forget what we have
learned after some time, so it’s impor-
tant to hold a drill once in three or four
years,” Dr Tean said.
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Caring is core
element of
humanity, says
Ramasamy

Story by Tanushalini Moroter
Pix by Alissala Thian

MENTAL health, which is deemed
as the most crucial aspect in deter-
mining an individual’s overall well-
being, was once overlooked but it has
now gained serious attention glob-
ally.

With more awareness being cre-
ated by various bodies, it has become
a widely spoken issue where initia-
tives are being taken with regards to
safeguarding mental health.

As such, in order to bring the
message on the essentiality of taking
care of one’s mental health, Kiwanis
Club of Penang Central joined hands
with the Delta Clinic, Australia to
organise the 4th Mental Child and
Adolescent Health Symposium at the
Tech Dome Penang which was the
venue sponsor.

The main topic of the symposium
was on school refusal (“School Re-
fusal: A Serious and Stubborn Prob-
lem”) which is a major concern
among schools.

These series of talks were at-
tended by mental health profession-
als, teachers and counsellors.

The speakers include the founder
director of the Delta Clinic (Aus-
tralia) David Hong, child and ado-
lescent psychiatrist Dr Kam Wong,
child psychiatrist and behavioural
therapist Datuk Dr Lai Fong Hwa
and senior teacher (Pelita Interna-
tional School) Indranee Liew.

Kiwanis has sponsored a total of
30 teachers and counsellors to attend
the symposium.

Deputy Chief Minister II Prof Dr
P. Ramasamy, who attended the
opening ceremony of the event,
stated that the fundamental element

participants.

in humanity is to care for one an-
other.

“This is an important topic which
we should address at all levels, and
under my portfolio, we are doing a
lot of things which the mainstream
education alone cannot address and
through collaboration such as this,
we can rectify it more efficiently.

“This programme is very much
related to the state’s initiatives and
interest to care for the people, as we
should not merely just talk about
being a caring society but we should
do it. We should be able to give care
to those who need it,”” said Ra-

|

Ramasamy in a group picture with the Kiwanis Club of Penang Central representatives and thé

masamy in his opening speech at the
event on Jan 10.

Ramasamy, who holds the port-
folio of economic planning, educa-
tion, human resources and science,
technology & innovation, also shared
some statistical figures related to
mental health issues in Malaysia.

“According to National Health
and Morbidity Survey 2015,4.2 mil-
lion Malaysians aged 16 and above
are suffering from mental health
challenges. This means three in
every 10 are affected.

“The Malaysian Health Ministry
Portal lists school refusal as an emo-

tional condition which occurs in 1-5
% of children and prevalent in boys
and girls which is different from
truancy, though not completely ex-
clusive.

“Hence, as an exco member for
education I will give my full support,
let it be public or private initiatives,
with regards to programmes such as
this, and I intend to give a small
contribution to Kiwanis Club,”
added Ramasamy.

Also present were Datuk Seri
Wong Siew Hai, president of Ki-
wanis Club of Penang Central and
its representatives.

Penang aims for conducive environment for industrial workers

Ahmad
Zakiyuddin in
a discussion
with one of the
representatives
of Dufu.

| [

DEPUTY Chief Minister I Datuk
Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman
applauded industries in Penang on their
approach to Industry 4.0.

“The application of Industry 4.0 is
extensive over here and this is the trend
we want to see in Penang with regards
to the industries. We are impressed and
satisfied with Dufu’s technological
advancement,” he said after making a
courtesy visit to Dufu Technology
Corp Bhd at Bayan Lepas on Jan 7.

The delegation included repre-
sentatives from Malaysian Investment
Development Authority (Mida), Inter-
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national Trade and Industry Ministry
(Miti) and investPenang.

“We are here to check on what the
state government has contributed to
industries in Penang with regards to its
infrastructure and facilities.

“We will also visit other places
later on and today we have started with
Dufu,” said Ahmad Zakiyuddin.

Dufu Technology chief executive
officer Yeoh Beng Hooi said the com-
pany intended to diversify its business
from being the manufacturer of disc
components to other businesses.

The delegation headed by Ahmad
Zakiyuddin, was taken on a tour of the
company’s plant which covered the
product assembly of the optical unit
and machining production.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin shared that the
state government did not only desire
to provide a conducive environment
for the industries but for its manpower
as well.

“We want to also ensure that
employees have a good working
environment, so that they do not get
stressed with work.

“This will prevent them from go-
ing back home stressed up,” he said,
adding this concept is line with the
Penang 2030 vision which focuses
on family.



Story by K.Thaarshenii
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

TO keep in tandem with the rapid
development of technology today,
the Penang Public Library Corpo-
ration (PPAPP) has introduced the
Digital Hub @PPAPP service as a
platform for all online services.

PPAPP director Sharimah
Salleh, said there are 15 databases
available under the service that can
be accessed nationwide through
smartphones without requiring
users to visit the library.

“The Digital Hub @PPAPP was
introduced in 2018 but response
from the community is poor, with
only 1% (721) of the 65,000 inter-
net users accessing the database.

“This service can have a huge
impact on society as they are free
to make references without time
and place boundaries.

“Therefore, we (PPAPP) hope
that this service will become

popular so that the allocation
channelled by the state govern-
ment for this purpose can be fully
utilised by the people in the state,”
she told a press conference at
PPAPP Seberang Jaya branch on
Jan 4.

Also present were state Youth
and Sports Committee chairman
and Bagan Jermal assemblyman
Soon Lip Chee and librarian Syari-
ful Nahar Mat Saad.

Sharimah further explained that
the Digital Hub @ PPAPP offered
12,992 e-books, journals (70,452),
articles (5,048,107), biographies
(9,162), speech texts (9,712) and
more than 2,000 reference sources
contained in 15 databases that can
be downloaded for free through
Play Store and iTunes Store.

The databases available at
Digital Hub @PPAPP include
Overdrive, e-Law, Emerald Pub-
lishing, www.lawnet.com.my, iG
Library, BLIS (Bernama Infolink),

New CAT Batu Kawan route
will benefit more residents

BUKIT Tambun assemblyman Goh
Choon Aik is hoping that the
changes in new routes for CAT
(Congestion Alleviation Transport)
free bus service for Batu Kawan,
which started on Jan 14, will further
enhance the standard of living of
the people in the area.

He said the new route included
residential areas with high popula-
tion density, benefiting many resi-
dents including from Sungai
Bakap.

“The previous route is only
through the main roads which is
from Simpang Ampat railway sta-
tion to Jalan Persekutuan, Jalan
Bukit Tambun and Jalan Batu
Kawan to the last destination at
Design Village.

“We incorporated high-density
housing areas such as Taman
Merak and Bandar Tasek Mutiara
S0 as to bring them more benefits.

“Taman Merak is a low-cost and
low-medium cost housing area and
involves all three main races,” he
told a press conference held in
conjunction with the launch of the
new route for the service recently.

Goh added another important
goal in selecting the new route was
to enable the local community to
use the CAT free bus service to the
Tasek Mutiara Bandar health clinic.

“Therefore, I urge the public to
fully utilise the facilities provided

by the state government which can
help them to reduce the cost of liv-
ing.

“This free bus service not only
can help reduce traffic congestion
but can also help the people culti-
vate a habit of using public trans-
port,” he said.

The CAT Batu Kawan free bus
route will start from Simpang Am-
pat Petronas station and pass seven
schools, namely SK Bukit Tambun,
SK Batu Kawan, SMK Batu
Kawan, SMK Bukit Tambun,
SJK(C) Keng Koon, SK Taman
Merak, SK Mutiara Impian and
SMK Simpang Empat.

Along the way, the bus will also
pass Hong Leong Bank, Public
Bank and Maybank, C-Mart super-
market and the Tasek Mutiara
clinic before ending up at the De-
sign Village shopping mall, with
each trip taking about 45 minutes.

A special route was introduced
from the Batu Musang Jetty spe-
cifically to bring students from
Pulau Aman to schools involved at
6.30am and 2.30pm on each day of
schooling.

The state government is spend-
ing RM15 million a year by intro-
ducing the CAT free bus services
as one of the alternatives to encour-
age the use of public transport as
well as to reduce traffic congestion
in the state.

e-Lib (e-Sentral), Mason Crest (
MC), BOND (Benchmarking On-
line Networking Database), Score
A programme, Worldcat (OCLC),

Sharimah explaining how to access the databases.

IFN Islamic Finance news, Ook-
bee Buffet, the Penang Public
Library Corporation (e-Book) and
the Alkem Digital Library.

Each database is accessible via
computer or smartphone with a
password that is available at http://
www.penanglib.gov.my

Chw (left) being greeted by Vahr upon arriving at the recepti
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Explore wonders of Penang,
Chow tells Denmark envoy

PENANG is a state full of won-
ders and offers one of the best
street foods in the world.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said this when he promoted
Penang during a reception to
strengthen ties between Penang
and Denmark.

“Penangites and the expatriate
community celebrate friendship
this evening. I hope that you en-
joy yourself and that Denmark’s
ambassador to Malaysia Jesper
Vahr will explore Penang to the
fullest.

“Pamper your taste buds and
savour the greatness of Penang’s
street food,” Chow said during
the reception on Jan 14.

.”We have a community of
Danes who have made Penang
their home under the Malaysia
My Second Home (MM2H) pro-
gramme.

“Penang is also home to sev-
eral Danish brands. I hope that
the Danish business community
will explore and develop business
opportunities in Penang,” he
added.

Also present were Republic of
Indonesian consul-general in
Penang Iwanshah Wibisono and
Denmark honorary consul in
Penang Lio Chee Yeong.

Joining them was the consul-
general of the Kingdom of Thai-
land in Penang Raschada Jiwalai,
and exco for Works, Utilities and
Flood Mitigation, Zairil Khir
Johari.

Some 280 guests who included
members of the diplomatic corps
and the Danish community in
Penang attended the reception.
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