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Averting future water

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

PENANG may have the lowest
water tariff in Malaysia but
sadly our water consumption
is the highest among all the
states.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said Penang recorded an
average of 290 litres per per-
son per day.

“The amount is 76% more
than the recommended amount
of 165 litres per person per day
by the World Health Organisa-
tion.

“There have been talks re-
cently pertaining to the pro-
posal by the state to increase
the water tariff, as part of the
federal government’s efforts to
restructure the country’s water
supply services industry.

“We may one day find our-
selves in the same shoes as the
people of Cape Town, if our
water is not properly managed
(in both supply and usage),”
Chow told a press conference
at his office on Jan 22 to an-
nounce the Earth Hour 2019
event.

When Cape Town in South
Africa was hit by extreme
drought in 2017, it spiralled
into a water crisis.

Water rationing was im-
posed, and people had to brave
the heat and wait for hours to
get water from the communal

Chow (centre), together with (from left) Thing, state exco member Phee Boon Poh, Dr Chan, state exco

crisis duty of all

member Yeoh Soon Hin, Fong and Jawi assemblyman H’ng Mooi Lye taking a group photo while showing
the unbleached WWF cotton T-shirt after the press conference.

water collection points.

Water use was restricted to
50 litres per person per day.

“The responsibility to avert
a future water crisis does not
only lie with the state govern-
ment.

“While the government can
improve infrastructure such as
water treatment plants and
pipelines, development cost
would have to come from us,
the taxpayers.

“We, Penangites, must also
play our part. It is becoming
more apparent that Sungai
Muda may only meet Penang’s

Everyone benefits
from conserving
water and
everyone suffers
if we don'’t
- CHOW

water demand until next year
(2020), based on our current
trend of high-water consump-
tion.

“Domestic water consump-
tion accounts for more than
half of the total water con-

sumption in the state.

“Therefore, it is vital that
we reduce the amount of water
usage. Everyone benefits from
conserving water and everyone
suffers if we don’t,” he added.

Chow said Penang aspired
to be the greenest state in Ma-
laysia by 2030.

“To achieve that, we must
walk the talk, and strike a bal-
ance between development and
sustainable practices,” he said.

WWF-Malaysia conserva-
tion director Dr Henry Chan
urged Penangites to remember
that water is a finite source.

“Change your individual
water consumption habits. All
actions, big or small, have the
potential to make a significant
difference,” he said.

Penang is hosting the Earth
Hour again this year.

The Earth Hour 2019 event
will be held from 8.30pm to
9.30pm at Gurney Paragon
Mall on March 30.

The event is jointly organ-
ised by the state government,
WWF-Malaysia, Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) and
Gurney Paragon Mall.

Penangites will get the
chance to learn more about the
Ulu Muda Forest complex,
where almost 80% of Penang’s
water supply originates from.

Zumba dance will be held
from 6pm to 7pm, followed by
night yoga from 8.30pm to
9.30pm.

Participation fee is RM65
per person. Participants will
receive an unbleached WWF
cotton T-shirt and a canvas
drawstring bag.

All proceeds will be chan-
neled to WWF-Malaysia’s
conservation efforts.

For details, visit wwf.org.
my/earthhour

Also present at the press
conference were Penang Green
Council general manager
Thing Siew Shuen and Gurney
Paragon Mall director Fong
Yin Sian.
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Pix by Ahmad Adil
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THE Penang Digital Library Phase
Two (PDL-P2) is now open!

The library, with a total area of
about 16,000 sq ft, was completed
last December.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the opening of the PDL-P2 was
in line with the state’s vision Pen-
ang2030.

“The state government hopes to
transform Penang into a model city,
focusing on three main aspirations
- Family, Green and Smart.

“Iam happy to note that all these
three aspirations are ‘infused’ into
the design and development of
PDL-P2.

“The Penang government initi-
ated the first Penang Digital Library
in 2016, with the opening of the
Phase One building.

“Our purpose of having the

digital library is to transform the
method of learning and to enable
us to quickly access the information
we need.

“The first Penang Digital Li-
brary (PDL) is very well-received.
International delegates who have
visited the library have showered it
with praise, calling it a model of the
‘Library of the Future’.

“To date, PDL has 3,848 mem-
bers who have accessed 3,024
eBooks.

“The number of visitors of the
PDL has exceeded its capacity,”
Chow said in his speech before
opening of PDL-P2 in Jalan Masjid
Negeri on Jan 27.

Chow said that the state will
collaborate with the National Li-
brary of Malaysia to increase the
amount of digital collection.

“This is a form of smart net-
working between the state and the
federal government, since both are
under the same leadership now,” he

said.

PDL-P2 was designed based on
the “Library in the Park” concept,
where visitors can access to knowl-
edge and information digitally in a
natural environment.

Finance Minister Lim Guan Eng
said that having both PDL and
PDL-P2 in Penang is an achieve-
ment.

“It is meaningful for us to wit-
ness these successes.

“I remember the times when the

Penang was mooted. It garnered a
lot of interest.

“After PDL was built, it contin-
ued to draw much attention. It has
managed to attract so many visitors
including the Princess of Thailand,
who visited the digital library twice.

“PDL-P2 and PDL-P2 are part
of the effort to keep up with the
Industry 4.0,” Lim said in his
speech.

Lim and Deputy Chief Minister

II Prof Dr P. Ramasamy were the
guests of honour.

PDL-P2 is open from 8am to
10pm daily.

The construction of the Butter-
worth Digital Library is scheduled
to be completed at the end of this
year, while the Penang Islamic
Digital Library in Scotland Road is
expected to be built by middle of
next year.

For more details, visit https://
www.penangdigitallibrary.com/

Albert (centre, with white scarf) posing with his staff in front of Menara M Summit during the opening

ceremony.

Putting Penang on
tourism summit

PROPERTY developer M
Summit Group recently an-
nounced its expansion plan for
Menara M Summit in Maga-
zine Road in order to help
boost Penang’s tourism indus-
try.

The expansion plan was said
to also be able to address the
high demand for accommoda-
tion in the city centre.

Menara M Summit now
houses the M Summit 191 Ex-
ecutive Hotel Suites, the
Group’s headquarters, The
Skye event space and HH M
Summit 191 Rooftop Bar.

Group founder and manag-
ing director Datuk Albert Moh
said the planned annexe would
comprise fully renovated and
furnished serviced apartment
suites which would be man-
aged by the company.

“It will be connected to the
existing building via a scenic
bridge to enable guests from
both wings to share facilities.

“Among the facilities for
the extension is an infinity
swimming pool with a glass-
bottom at the edge, touted to
be the first of its kind in the

state!” Albert said after the
opening ceremony of Menara
M Summit by Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow on Jan 26.

Albert said the project was
expected to take off in the
second quarter of this year and
complete in the last quarter of
2021.

He added that registration is
now open to those who are
keen to find out more about the
serviced apartment units which
will be open for sale later.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P.
Ramasamy, state executive
council member Yeoh Soon
Hin, Penang Island City Coun-
cil mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang, state assemblymen Teh
Lai Heng (Komtar), Lim Siew
Khim (Sungai Pinang), Ong
Ah Teong (Batu Lancang) and
Joseph Ng (Air Itam).

Joining them were M Sum-
mit Group purchasing director
Datin Jennifer Ong, who is
Albert’s wife, Group develop-
ment planning manager Moh
Wei Ren and Group develop-
ment coordinator Moh Wei
Ken.
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CM plays
perfect host

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow’s
Chinese New Year Open House was
filled with merriment as it received an
overwhelming response from thou-
sands of people from all walks of life.

Among the dignitaries present
at the open house on Feb 6 were
Penang Governor Tun Abdul Rah-
man Abbas and his consort Toh
Puan Majimor Shariff, DAP ad-
viser Lim Kit Siang, Deputy Chief
Minister I Datuk Ahmad Zakiyud-
din Abdul Rahman and Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy.

Others included Deputy Tour-

ism, Arts and Culture Minister
Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan Chik,
Deputy Youth and Sports Minister
Steven Sim Chee Keong and
Deputy Agriculture and Agro-
based Industry Minister Sim Tze
Tzin.

Also present were many of the
state executive councillors, assem-
blymen, prominent businessmen
and heads of various departments
and agencies.

With a caring heart, the organis-
ing committee also reserved tables
for the less fortunate and the
physically challenged (OKU).

Chow, sporting a blue tradi-
tional Chinese top adorned with a
red scarf, and his wife, Tan Lean
Kee, greeted the VIPs as well as

Abdul Rahman, Chow and their wives tossmg ‘vee sang’ with other dignitaries and state executive
councillors at Chow’s CNY open house in Spice Arena.

the common folk warmly. The
couple also presented visitors or-
anges as they entered the arena.

This is the first time Chow hosted
his CNY open house since he was
made the fifth chief minister of Pen-
ang last May.

The crowd was treated to a buffet
while IKEA, which will be officially
opened in Batu Kawan next month,

served up its famous Swedish chicken
and meat balls.

While tucking in the food, the
crowd was entertained by artistes to a
variety of songs and cultural dances.

A lion dance troupe from the
Ching Xing Sport Cultural Centre
also enlivened the atmosphere with
anear impeccable performance on
the high poles.

Soon after their arrival, Abdul
Rahman and Majimor joined Chow
and his wife and most of the state
exco members in the tossing of
‘yee sang’ which symbolishes the
blessings of prosperity.

At the end of the celebration,
Chow gave away angpows to the
children, the elderly and the phys-
ically challenged.

Serve smcerely, CM tells elected reps

ELECTED representa-
tives have been urged to
continue to serve the
people with sincerity.

Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said the
struggle to bring posi-
tive and meaningful
change to Malaysia must
go on.

“We are in the process
of bringing change to
the country. I believe
that actions are being
taken to reform institu-
tions in the government;
and this takes time.

“We must show the
people our sincerity to
serve. The rakyat’s ex-
pectation of us is high.

“They are yearning to
have Malaysia Baru, de-
spite it being only
months since Pakatan
Harapan took over the
federal government.

“We have to be realis-
tic that it is impossible
for the federal government to make all
the changes in just a few months.

“We sincerely hope that the people
can give us more time to actualise Ma-
laysia Baru; the Malaysia that we hope
for,” Chow said in his speech during the
Tanjong and Padang Kota Chinese New
Year open house at Lee Sih Chong Soo
building in Burmah Road on Feb 8.

He thanked the rakyat for the sup-
port given.

————
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“We still need your support to grow
together. You have spoken during the
14th General Election and brought
forth the political change in Malaysia
after 60 years.

“We are grateful for the confidence
and support you have in us and we will
continue our struggle to serve you, the
state and Malaysia,” Chow added.

Permatang Pauh MP Nurul Izzah
Anwar, who was present, called on the
people to spend more time with those

H_M _
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Guests enjoying their meal during the Tanjong and Padang Kota Chinese New Year open house at Lee
Sih Chong Soo building in Burmah Road.

in need.

“Spend some time with those in
need. Visit the homes of the aged. This
is one of the ways to give back to so-
ciety,” she said.

Guests were treated to a sumptuous
meal and traditional performances at
the open house.

Chow, his wife Tan Lean Kee, Sena-
tor Lim Hui Ying, and other VIPs also
took part in the “yee sang” tossing
ceremony to mark a fruitful year ahead.

Cheer for the
elderly and
needy

THE Chinese New Year celebration came
early for some 2,000 senior citizens who
received red packets from Che Hoon Khor
Moral Uplifting Society Penang.

The recipients, including those from
Penang Home for the Infirm and Aged, Lit-
tle Sisters of the Poor, Relau Charis Home
and Silver Jubilee Home, were brimming
with joy during the ceremony at the prem-
ises on Jan 13.

Twelve charitable organisations also re-
ceived RM15,000 each from the society.

The society’s general affairs section
manager Choong Yit Chuan said that Che
Hoon Khor Moral Uplifting Society had
been giving out red packets to the senior
citizens for over 10 years.

“The red packet distribution is done twice
a year. Meanwhile, the donation for the 12
charitable organisations was from the
amount collected during the 2018 Harmony
Charity Food Fair,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said it
was ablessed privilege for those with means
to be of service to the aged and underprivi-
leged.

“Iapplaud Che Hoon Khor Moral Uplift-
ing Society Penang for its unwavering as-
sistance towards the needy.

“The truth remains that there are many
underprivileged people among us. We must
try our best to help them,” Chow said.

Also present was Che Hoon Khor Moral
Uplifting Society Penang president Datuk
Lim Cheah Chooi.
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Hoping for
prosperous
year ahead

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

FINANCE Minister Lim Guan Eng
hopes that 2019 will be a prosper-
ous and successful year for Malay-
sia.

“Now (post 2018) we have suc-
ceeded in strengthening the coun-
try’s financial position, as well as
boosting the confidence of foreign
investors and financial funding
companies, that we are committed
to rectifying the problems left by the
previous government.

“I urge local investors to keep
investing in the Malaysian market
in order to contribute towards
healthy growth.

“As for today I would like to
thank the Penang Chinese Cham-
bers of Commerce (PCCC) for
jointly organising this open house
together with my office here. I be-

lieve that about 10,000 guests are
here today,” Lim told a press confer-
ence during the Chinese New Year
open house on Feb 5.

Upbeat Chinese festive drums
performance, soulful traditional
orchestra, captivating Erhu music,
and colourful dance performances
set the perfect mood for a vibrant
celebration at the SPICE Conven-
tion Centre.

Guests at the open house were
treated to a scrumptious meal while
being entertained by the power-
packed musical feast.

Lim together with Penang Gov-
ernor Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas,
Deputy Chief Minister II Prof Dr P.
Ramasamy, Penang Chinese Cham-
ber of Commerce president Datuk
Seri Hong Yeam Wah, Iskandar
Puteri MP Lim Kit Siang and his
wife Neo Yoke Tee as well as sev-
eral other dignitaries took part in the
“yee sang” tossing ceremony which
symbolises prosperity.

Abdul Rahman sharing a light moment with Neo as Kit Siang and Ramasamy look on.

Looking forward to prosperous ties with China

The Penang government hopes
the bilateral ties between Ma-
laysia and China will yield great
economic prosperity to be
shared by both nations.

“The close friendship and
diplomatic ties between China
and Malaysia, formed since
1974, are built upon time-tested
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goodwill with mutual beneficial
cooperation as the cornerstone.

“We appreciate the level of
confidence placed upon the
Malaysian economy by our Chi-
nese friends, companies and
investors.

“Statistics provided by the
Malaysian Investment Develop-
ment Authority (MIDA) showed
that companies from China
continue to demonstrate confi-
dence in us,” said Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow at the
Chinese New Year reception of
the Consul General of China on
Feb 1.

According to Chow, quite a
number of realised Chinese in-
vestments in the manufacturing
sector played a pivotal role in
boosting Malaysian exports as
well as in creating good and
high-level jobs.

“Moreover, China is already
Malaysia’s largest trading part-
ner since 2009 and this position
will most likely remain unchal-
lenged in the foreseeable future.

“It is my sincere hope that
the Chinese multinational com-
panies will further invest par-
ticularly in Penang by bringing
along technology know-how
and green investments,” added
Chow, who hoped for continued
good ties and friendship be-
tween Penang, Malaysia and the
People’s Republic of China.

Also present were the Consul
General of the People’s Repub-
lic of China Lu Shiwei, Penang
state legislative assembly
Speaker Datuk Law Choo Ki-
ang, representatives from the
Kedah and Perak state govern-
ments and consuls-general and
honorary consuls in Penang.

Dancers clad in colourful traditional attire performing a classic

number.
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Dedicated media p

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Tan Kean Ming

THE Penang government values the
hardship and dedication of media
personnel in the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
and his entourage visited nine news
companies and a news agency to
foster closer relationship and to ap-
preciate their dedication towards
news reporting.

“Ithas been a tradition for the past
10 years that we visit the Chinese
media companies during the Chi-
nese New Year festive period.

“We want to extend our visit to
other news companies this year. We
hope that this will be a practice for
many years to come,” Chow said in
ashort interview at The New Straits
Times Press (NSTP) branch in Jalan
Sultan Ahmad Shah on Jan 24.

Chow, who is also the state DAP
chairman, said he has met the NSTP
media practitioners at events, cere-
monies and press conferences;
however, this was his first time
meeting them at the NSTP office.

He hoped that all media practi-
tioners could provide positive feed-
back to improve communications
between the Chief Minister’s Office
and the media in Penang.

The group from Penang DAP,
including Penang DAPSY chairman

Lee Wei Seang, also visited the
media companies.

Joining the visit were Senator
Lim Hui Ying, state executive coun-
cil member Yeoh Soon Hin, assem-
blymen Teh Lai Heng (Komtar),
Ong Ah Teong (Batu Lancang),
Joseph Ng (Air Itam), Syerleena
Abdul Rashid (Seri Delima), H'ng
Mooi Lye (Jawi )and Lim Siew
Khim (Sungai Pinang).

Boxes of mandarin oranges were
distributed during the visit.

Chow said itis crucial for the state’s
economy to continue to bloom.

“Growing the economy will
bring huge impact to the state in
terms of job and business opportuni-
ties.

“I'hope that Penang will continue
to progress through the Penang 2030
vision which I have initiated,” he said.

The New Straits Times Press
(Malaysia) Berhad chief executive
officer Datuk Seri Abdul Jalil Abdul
Hamid and regional advertisement
head S. Linggaraj welcomed Chow
and his team when they arrived.

Chow, Hui Ying and other elected
representatives took part in the “yee
sang” tossing at NSTP.

They had earlier taken part in the
“yee sang” tossing during their visit
to Star Northern Hub in Bayan Lepas.

A strong team from The Star, led
by Star Media Group chief operating

photo at RTM Penang.

officer Roy Tan, welcomed the
Chief Minister and his team upon
their arrival.

Also present were Star Media
Group chief content officer Esther
Ng, its client brand marketing gen-
eral manager Simone Liong and
chief reporter Alex Teng.

Over at RTM Penang, its director
Ng Meng Mee and deputy director
Nor Hisham Abas received Chow
and his team.

Chow hoped for world peace, for
Malaysia to be progressive and for

-y
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Chow (second row, centre), Meng Mee (on Chow’s left), the VIPs and the staff of RTM taking a group

Penang to be the favourite destina-
tion when interviewed.

“I wish you peace, happiness and
Gong Xi Fa Cai,” he said.

Chow and his team also visited
Kwong Wah Yit Poh, Bernama,
Oriental Daily, Guang Ming Daily,
Sin Chew Daily, Nanyang Siang
Pau, and China Press.

Chow spent some time meeting
Kwong Wah executive editor-in-
chief Lim Seong Eng and his as-
sistant chief editor Teoh Yee Seong;
Guang Ming chief editor Tan Teng

Kim and news supervisors Chan
Yoke Lin and Chiew Siew Hue;
Nanyang northern region manager
Quaik Chong Tatt and northern re-
gion bureau chief Lai Thiem Wah;
Sin Chew senior area manager Puah
Eu Peng and chief reporter Chua
Ching Joo; Oriental Daily bureau
chief Ooi Yee Hoon and assistant
bureau chief Chan Seok Shan; and
China Press northern region man-
ager Lim Kek Hong and northern
region chief reporter Teh Poh Bee
during his visit.

Kudos to Cheah Kongsi for restoration efforts

CLAN houses in Penang are assets
which need to be well-preserved as
they hold so much of historical and
cultural values.

Bearing this in mind, Cheah
Kongsi took various initiatives to
restore its clan house and the sur-
rounding houses three years ago.

Adding on to that, it has now
started work on restoring some of
the dilapidated shophouses situated
in the core zone of the George Town
Unesco World Heritage Site.

The efforts to maintain these
buildings by Cheah Kongsi was
commended by Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow who attended a
Chinese New Year open house at the
Seh Tek Tong Cheah Kongsi on Feb
8.

“It is commendable that Cheah
Kongsi is continuously putting forth
efforts to restore the Category II
heritage houses, which will also play
a role in reviving the intangible
cultural and historical value of these
buildings. This will greatly benefit
the younger generation,” Chow said.

“Cheah Kongsi, which enjoys

good leadership, is an active partici-
pant in the preservation and restora-
tion of tangible heritage as well as
the Intangible Cultural Heritage
(ICH) of George Town.

Lion dance on high poles
performance adds on to
the excitement of the CNY
celebration at Seh Tek Tong
Cheah Kongsi.

“This is a testimony of the good
work of the community which in-
deed contributes to adding value to
our city.

“Even though we have been in-

scribed as a Unesco heritage site we
would have easily lost it, if not for the
great efforts put up by various parties,
including the authorities and also
Unesco in maintaining it,” said Chow.

Tourism Development, Heritage,
Culture and Arts Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin, who was also
present, said the Penang government
is ready to help Category II heritage
building owners to revive their prem-
ises through the George Town Herit-
age Habitat Seed Fund.

“We have received three applica-
tions for the fund, namely Leong San
Tong Khoo Kongsi, Seh Tek Tong
Cheah Kongsi and Sun Wui Wui
Koon recently.

“The state government also wel-
comes feedback and ideas to safe-
guard our cultural heritage,” he said.

Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang, Penang police chief Comm
Datuk T. Narenasagaran and Seh
Tek Tong Cheah Kongsi chairman
Cheah Swee Huat also joined the
vibrant celebration.

Cheah Kongsi will also be par-
ticipating in the restoration of the
facade of six shophouses along Jalan
Gurdwara under the Business Im-
provement Development Scheme
(BIDS) project.
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State leaders spread festive spirit
- at the market

(From left), Yew, Jagdeep and Rayer joining market-goers for a group
photograph during the walk about in Jalan Kuantan.

Multi-pronged strategy
to improve cleanliness

LOCAL Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh is satisfied that
almost 95%,or 59 of the public markets
and eateries on the island have achieved
either Grade A or B for cleanliness.

“Only 5% or three markets and eat-
eries are still in the Grade C category,”
Jagdeep told reporters during his
walkabout in the Jalan Kuantan public
market in conjunction with Chinese
New Year on Feb 10.

Also present were Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang and Jelutong MP
R.S.N. Rayer.

Jagdeep said the state government is
committed to ensure that all markets
would either achieve Grade A or B this
year.

He said among the action plans are
upgrading the cleanliness level of pub-
lic toilets, spreading awareness via
cleanliness programmes and tightening
enforcement under the waste segrega-
tion at source campaign.

Other efforts include carrying out
anti-Aedes activities and holding go-
tong-royong events for traders, he
added.

On arelated matter, Jagdeep said the
state via MBPP had also carried out
upgrading works on the Jalan Kuantan
public market.

The works included repairing the
store room’s roller shutters, improving
the market’s drainage and fixing its roof.

During the walkabout, Jagdeep also
distributed mandarin oranges to market-
goers.

-,_.?a _

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Tan Kean Ming

TRADERS and market-goers re-
ceived a pleasant visit from their
elected representatives here in Cecil
Street Market recently.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who is also the Tanjong MP, together
with Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Gooi Zi Sen and their teams visited the
market on the afternoon of Feb 10 to
distribute mandarin oranges in con-
junction with the Lunar New Year.

Also present was Penang Island
City Council mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang.

Many who were present took the
opportunity to take wefies with Chow

and Gooi.

Gooi later told the media that they
gave out 50 boxes of mandarin or-
anges at the event.

“We are happy to share the joyous
Chinese New Year spirit with the peo-
ple of Pengkalan Kota and Tanjong,”
he said.

“This is my first time distributing
mandarin oranges as an assemblyman.
I will continue the tradition to share
this joyous occasion with the rakyat,
and to extend our well wishes to the
people,” he added.

Chow and Gooi also visited the
George Town CERT (Community
Emergency Response Team) at the
Dewan JKKK in Cecil Street to thank
them for their services during the fes-
tival.

motorcycles.

The volunteers from George Town CERT posing for a photo with their

A sea of red as participants of the run show their high spirits.

OBS run generates festive mood

A TOTAL of 3,500 participants took part in the
“Occupy Beach Street Chinese New Year Run
2019 (OBS CNY Run)” on Jan 27.

The participants, all wearing red T-shirts,
generated a new year vibe as red, according to
Chinese belief, symbolises good fortune and joy.

The 5km run (non-competitive) was organ-
ised by Occupy Beach Street and endorsed by
the state government as well as supported by
the Penang Island City Council (MBPP).

It was a perfect breezy morning for a refresh-
ing and fun run for the participants who gath-
ered at Beach Street (in front of OCBC and
RHB bank) as early as 6.30am.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who
flagged off the event, encouraged the partici-
pants to stay fit while getting into the festive
mood.

“OBS CNY Run 2019 is held to celebrate
the joyous festive season of Chinese New Year

and also to encourage everyone to embrace an
active and healthier lifestyle.

“I am glad to celebrate the atmosphere of
multi-diversity and advocate unity among the
participants through this run.

“I wish all the participants a jolly good time
taking part in the event whilst seizing beautiful
moments with your loved ones,” said Chow
before the flag-off which took place at 7.30am.

As a gesture of ushering prosperity and good
fortune, traditional lion and dragon dances were
performed and the “God of Prosperity” also
made his appearance at the event.

Also present were state executive councillor
for Youth and Sports Soon Lip Chee, Pengkalan
Kota assemblyman Daniel Gooi, MBPP coun-
cillor Wong Yuee Harng and Occupy Beach
Street project director Jack Wong.

The run organiser also offered a Perodua-
Axia, worth RM23,000, at the lucky draw.
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CM hopes award winners can further
contribute to Penang’s success

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Alissala Thian

IT was a proud moment for Tan Sri
Lim Gait Tong when he was be-
stowed the prestigious INPenang
Lifetime Achievement Award at its
fourth edition at The Banquet @
Top in Komtar.

The Farlim Group chairman
cum chief executive officer was
chosen for his long-standing lead-
ership and prominent contributions
to the Penang and Malaysian soci-
ety.

Lim was among a total of 19
outstanding Penang people and
organisations awarded for their
success in their respective fields
and contributions to the society.

He is the second recipient of the
INPenang Lifetime Achievement
Award which was introduced in the
award’s third edition in 2017.

The first recipient was Asian
Strategy & Leadership Institute
chief executive officer Tan Sri Dr
Michael Yeoh Oon Keng.

The INPenang awards celebra-
tion was oganised by CHTNet-
work, whose founder and chairman
is Ch’ng Huck Theng.

About 400 distinguished guests,
including Chief Minister Chow

Kon Yeow, attended the gala dinner
on Jan 19.

Also present were Deputy Min-
ister of Agriculture and Agro-based
Industry Sim Tze Tzin and state
Tourism Development, Heritage,
Culture and Arts Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin.

Chow, who was also the guest
of honour, congratulated all win-
ners and commended Ch’ng for
organising the international
awards.

“I attended this award ceremony
about a decade ago, a unique award
that only recognises Penang-based
organisations and Penangites born
both locally and abroad,” Chow
said in his speech.

“The Penang government hopes
that the winners tonight can in one
way or another make an effort to
further contribute to the state we
call home, one of the perfect
places on earth to visit, to invest
and to live in.

“We welcome new ideas and
investment proposals and we
promise that we will do our best
to support them.

“I’m convinced that if all of us
work together as one regardless of
race and religion, our future gen-
erations will enjoy a Penang state

Full list of INPenang International Awards Winners
1. Best Transformed Tourist Attraction — The Top Penang (highest

iconic entertainment tower).

2. Best Tourism (Museum) — Wonderfood Museum Penang.

3. Top Bridal Studio — Anovia Bridal.

4. Best Household Brand — Sunshine Retail Group.

5. Best Geomancy Service Industry — David Xuan.

6. Best Plastic & Aesthetic — The M Clinic.

7. Best Musical Conductor — Datuk Woon Wen Kin.

8. Health Food Manufacturer — TG Ocean Health Food Industries

Sdn Bhd.

9. Best Automotive Manufacturing Industry — Hong Seng Group.
10. Top Developer — Ideal Property Group.

INPenang Emerging Entrepreneur Awards Winners:

1. Derick Ooi Tze Wei (founder & managing director of Global

Story)

2. Jason Ong Han Yee (creative director of Triple I Production

House)

3. Tan Li Mei (founder & CEO of Scoopoint)

Chow presenting the INPenang Lifetime Achievement Award to Lim. With them are (from left) Ch’ng,

Yeoh and Sim.

with a vibrant economy, a green
environment and a safe place for
us all.”

The guests were entertained by
performances from the Penang

Symphony Orchestra and a fashion
show by models in stunning dress-
es from one of Malaysia’s leading
fashion designers, The MOD
House.

An auction was later held with
proceeds going to charity.

This year, a new award category
for emerging entrepreneurs was
introduced.
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INPenang International Outstanding Achievers Awards Winners:
1.Kenya — Datuk Seri Maimunah Mohd Sharif (executive director
of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme)

2. Australia — William Lye (barrister, senior counsel for Victoria)
3. Myanmar — Yeap Huey Huey (founder & managing director of
Safety First)

4. Malaysia — Adrian Ang (Group CEO of Mega Fortris)

5. Malaysia — Datuk Henry Goh (co-founder & COO of Macroki-
osk Group)

INPenang Lifetime Achievement Award Winner — Tan Sri Lim Gait
Tong (chairman and CEO of Farlim Group).
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‘Vital to bridge gap between
rich and poor’

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

THE government will work towards
closing the gap between the rich and
the poor in pursuit of a high income
status.

Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said this during his speech
at the Premier Unity Gathering 2019
organised by the Penang State Good-
will Consultative Council (Majlis
Perundingan Muhibbah Negeri Pulau
Pinang — MPMNPP) at the Dewan
Sri Pinang on Feb 8.

The event was also held in con-
junction with the state-level Unity
Day as well as the 15th anniversary
of MPMNPP.

He said it would be disastrous for
the country if the gap widened be-
sides stressing the importance of the
need for a fair wealth distribution.

Dr Mahathir added that Malaysia
could reach a developed status by
2025, albeit a bit slow, if the peace
and unity of this country continue to
prevail.

In 1991, Dr Mahathir introduced
Vision 2020 for the country to aim to

be a self-sufficient industrialised na-
tion by 2020.

Expressing delight over the gath-
ering of people in different tradi-
tional attires and faiths at the audito-
rium, he said such a spirit should
prevail across the country.

“If you don’tknow each other, you
don’tlove each other. Such a meeting
as this will enable all the people here
to know and understand each other,”
he said.

“If you know each other, you will
lose the feeling of antagonism. We
can ensure multi-racial Malaysia re-
mains peaceful and will achieve a
high status. The people can put aside
their differences and work towards
the greater good of the country.”

Also present were Dr Mahathir’s
wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali,
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow and
his wife Tan Lean Kee, former chief
minister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon,
Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Ah-
mad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman and
MPMNPP chairman Tan Sri Mohd
Yussof Abdul Latiff.

Dr Mahathir added that the state,
administered by a combination of
leaders from different races, is also a

-

PIRDAN

A"
[ i'

v i,

i .. | (e
5B TUNIDEY .

r

[ \.. ‘r

" 3 y

: okl et e i : ,
Dr Mahathir, flanked by Chow and Yussof, taking part in the cake-cutting ceremony to mark the 15th
anniversary of the Penang State Goodwill Consultative Council.

good example for the country.

“I remember when I followed my
father to Penang as a small boy, [ used
to see horse-drawn carriages. But
today, the state has progressed so
much and has so many tall buildings,
many facilities and two bridges (con-
necting the mainland and island).”

Dr Mahathir said the world is
surprised why Malaysians of various
races and backgrounds can live in
peace and harmony unlike many
other countries.

He said even some countries in
Africa, the Pacific region and even

closer to home, like Myanmar, have
seen upheavals and riots.

“They’ve no tolerance. They kill
each other. In Myanmar, the Roh-
ingya were chased away and cruelly
dealt with. Even the United States
President (Donald) Trump is building
a high wall to prevent others from
entering the country. In Europe, the
refugees are having problems.

“But not in Malaysia. We had wise
and extraordinary leaders like Tunku
Abdul Rahman, Tun Tan Cheng Lok
and K.L. Devaser who agreed to
cooperate and come under the Alli-

ance party. So much so, Britain was
willing to give us independence.”

Although there was racial riot in
1969, Dr Mahathir said it was only
for a brief spell as the leaders of dif-
ferent communities quickly agreed to
contain the situation.

He added Malaysia has had 14
general elections but never seen vio-
lence like in some countries.

At the end of the celebration, Dr
Mahathir, Chow and Koh joined Yus-
sof Latiff and other MPMNPP mem-
bers in a cake-cutting ceremony to
mark its 15th anniversary.

Penang island — Malaysia’s first
Gigabit City in the making

MALAYSIA’s leading internet ser-
vice provider TIME dotCom Berhad
has proposed to roll out fibre infra-
structure in Penang within the next
three years.

This will put Penang at the fore-
front of the digital era.

TIME dotCom Berhad chief ex-
ecutive officer Afzal Abdul Rahim
(pix) said the company is supportive
of the Penang 2030 initiative.

“One of the key things that is
needed is fibre infrastructure.

“Once there is fibre infrastructure
and good connectivity, they will cata-
lyse the economy.

“In layman’s terms, having the fi-
bre infrastructure will enable connec-
tivity without interruption.

“We need fibres to carry signals.
‘We need to be able to provide the base
fibre on a gigabit level, a speed of 1GB
and higher across the island; so that
mobile operators, WiFi, and internet
access providers can provide seamless
connectivity.

“TIME has a coverage of about

52% of multi-dwelling units or apart-
ments.

“I hope that the people will be
patient with us, the state and the tele-
communications companies as there
will be some interruptions for us to
bring in the high level fibre to Penang.

“Our ambition is to turn Penang
into Malaysia’s first Gigabit City or
Gigabit Island to be specific, for a
start,” he told a press conference in
Komtar on Feb 1.

“We hope that with the fibre infra-
structure, other layers of connectivity
such as mobile connectivity, 4G, 5G,
or the smart city system, can all run
on this infrastructure,” Afzal said.

He added that TIME had invested
more than RM200 million in Penang
since 2011.

“TIME has provided high-speed
fibre broadband to Penang Digital
Library and Penang Digital Library
Phase Two through their Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) pro-
grammes,” Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said.

“Internet connectivity is the foun-
dation of digital growth. This collabo-
ration between the Penang govern-
ment and TIME will enable us to be
a Gigabit City,” he added.

State Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman Zairil
Khir Johari said he was excited to
witness the collaboration between
TIME and the state government to
strengthen connectivity for digital
growth.

Innovative summit to
attract thousands

ENTREPRENEURS and corpo-
rations can look forward to the
Asia Innovatif+ Summit, happen-
ing this October.

Creatifplus Sdn Bhd director
Steve Wee said the Asia Inno-
vatif+ Summit would be held on
Oct 19 and 20.

“We hope to attract some 2,000
participants from countries in
Asia.

“We have speakers and suc-
cessful entrepreneurs who will be
sharing their experiences with the
participants during the two-day
event.

“We will also be having the
Asia Innovatif Awards 2019 on
Oct 18,” Wee said in his speech at
G Hotel Kelawei on Jan 19.

Also present were state Domes-
tic and International Trade, Con-
sumer Affairs and Entrepreneur
Development Committee chair-
man Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain,
Creatifplus director Tan Li Mei

and advisor Datin Winnie Loo.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said Malaysia was in transi-
tion to be a developed nation by
harnessing creativity, innovation
and technology.

“Development of these aspects
will help to add value to our prod-
ucts and services.

“I want to thank the organiser
for selecting Penang to kick start
this ‘Innovatif’.

“I believe that we are on the
right track to use this platform to
learn how to be creative and to
make businesses profitable,”
Chow said.

Chow said companies have no
choice but to be innovative to re-
main competitive.

He encouraged companies to
adopt new ways of conducting
businesses as Penang heads to-
wards Industry 4.0.

For more information, visit
www.innovatifplus.com
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Young squash champ making heads turn

Story by K. Thaarshenii
Pix by G. Revatic

TALENTED M. Nickhileswar
(pix) raised many an eyebrow
when he captured the prestigious
Under-11Dunlop British Junior
Open 2019 title in Birmingham,
England.

This is in addition to a string of
titles he has under his belt, such
as the Borneo Open, Penang  .#

Open and National Junior cir-  f, A

cuit age group victories. /

The 11-year-old livedupto  **
his top seed billing in the British
Junior Open by qualifying for the
final where he expectedly met second
seed Chris Baddour of Egypt.

Despite going down in the first set,
Nickhileswar showed his composure
and courage to bounce back and beat
Baddour 9-11, 11-7,11-4,11-6 in 49
minutes.

More than 750 girls and boys
representing 50 countries com-
peted in 10 age categories from
the Under 11s to Under 19s from
Jan 2 to Jan 6.

“I would like to dedicate my
success to my entire family

/ members, especially my

mother. They are my pil-

lar of strength,” said Nick-
hileswar, a Year Four pupil of
SJK (T) Permatang Tinggi,

Bukit Mertajam.

“I'was feeling a bit anxious before
the game because I wanted to win the
crown badly.

“It was a very tough tournament.

I’ve not been playing at this level, so
winning it means a lot to me.”

Taking up the squash racquet since
seven years, Nickhileswar’s interest
in the game grew as his father was a
great encouragement.

Almost six days a week, he put
himself through more workouts at the
Nicol David International Squash
Centre in Bukit Dumbar to sharpen
his game.

“The heavy school homework
combined with the tough training
sometimes took a lot out of me.

“But I'm grateful that I could stay
positive. It’s because of the help and
support of my family as well as my
coaches.

“I also appreciate my grand-
mother who often takes me to the
training sessions.

“Talways have a tight schedule, so
I discipline myself. Every day, I al-
locate time for study as well as for
squash training.

“I believe my hard work paid off,”
he told Buletin Mutiara during an
interview at his school recently.

His role models are national stars
Datuk Nicol David and S. Sivasan-
gari, who are both professionals.

Nickhileswar received a pleasant
surprise when his school teachers
gave him a warm homecoming at the
Penang International Airport.

School assistant headmaster M.G
Kumaran said the school was over-
whelmed by Nickhileswar’s achieve-
ment as he brought pride to them.

“We understand his enthusiasm
for sports and allow him to take leave
for his tournaments. We're flexible as
far as his studies are concerned. We
want to encourage him to excel in the
sport,” he said.

Nickhileswar’s victory was like an
early birthday present for his mother,
Shantimary Palvinder Kaur, who
celebrated her 43rd birthday the fol-
lowing day.

“I’m very proud of his achieve-
ment. Indeed, he deserves it. All the
hard work he put in is worthwhile,”
Shantimary said.

Nickhileswar’s father, S. Moga-
nasundharam, 44, believes his son’s
success is just the beginning of an
exciting but challenging journey
ahead.

“There is a lot more to learn and I
hope he can become successful like
our Datuk Nicol David,” he said.
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State will ensure development

benefits Penangites

Story by K.Thaarshenii
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow
launched the grand opening of
Tesco Bagan Ajam, the chain’s
seventh hypermarket in Penang and
58th in Malaysia, on Jan 17.

He commended Tesco for ex-
panding its business in the state and
providing 2,000 jobs for the local
community at its latest hypermar-
ket.

Measuring 9,500sq m, the new
hypermarket caters to the needs of
a growing community.

“We, as the state government,
will continue to work to ensure that
all the plans and developments re-
main relevant for the benefit of the
people of the state,” Chow said in
his speech.

“For such a small state, we’re
now proud that Penang is listed
among the states with the highest
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in
Malaysia.

“Tesco has introduced various
products under its own brand at a
much cheaper price with compara-
ble quality with other well-known
brands.

“With continuous demand,

Tesco hopes to continue to pro-
duce products under its own
brand. It will not only provide
alternatives and help consumers
save money while also helping
local Small-Medium Enterprises
(SME) entrepreneurs to move
forward.”

Tesco Bagan Ajam is cur-
rently offering great Chinese
New Year deals besides its typi-
cal wide range of products from
fresh foods, grocery, bakery,
electronics, clothing to baby es-
sentials. It aims to provide great-
er convenience, value for money
and good customer service.
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Shoppers grabbing their favourites at cheap prices.

Delectable delights to savour

GOOD news awaits food lovers as
the Penang International Food Fes-
tival (PIFF) 2019 will be back for
the third year running from April 13
to 22.

Visitors can get to savour a wide
range of local and international
cuisine at PIFF 2019.

Tourism Development, Heritage,
Culture and Arts Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin announced that
the PIFF would comprise three
major events, namely the Street
Food Festival, Taste of Penang and
Penang Seafood Galore.

The Street Food Festival and
Taste of Penang will be held on the
island while Penang Seafood Ga-
lore will be held on the mainland.

“There will also be Latte Art
throwdown on April 20 and a pro-
fessional chef cooking competition
on April 28. They are a way of
boosting coffee makers and profes-
sional chefs to demonstrate their
skills in the food and beverage in-

dustry,” Yeoh told a press confer-
ence in Komtar on Jan 24.

Other pocket events happening
during PIFF 2019 include mini
festivals, food trails, dining experi-
ences and competitions.

During the press conference,
Penang Global Tourism chief ex-
ecutive officer Ooi Chok Yan said
applications are now open for food
vendors such as food hawkers, ca-
fes, hotels and restaurants to par-
ticipate in the 16-day food festival
(following each theme) by sending
in their proposals to vendor@piff.
com.my.

“In conjunction with PIFF 2019,
a photography contest will be held
to encourage food and photography
enthusiasts to capture memorable
moments of their favourite Penang
food. The contest offers cash prizes
to the winners,” Ooi said.

For more information on PIFF
and its contests, visit http:/www.
piff.com.my.
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Restorlng 119-year-old temple cloth

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

AN antique cloth banner that is 119
years old and quite worn out in a
Chinese temple in George Town is
now being restored and conserved.

This is being done through a col-
laborative project by George Town
World Heritage Incorporated (GT-
WHI), Hong Kong Street Tow Boh
Keong Temple and Artlab Australia.

They are organising the first Tex-
tile Conservation Community Train- [ |
ing for the local community with the
help of Artlab Australia principal
textiles conservator Kristin Phillips,
who is the workshop conductor.

For a start, the temple’s cloth banner,
measuring 3.5m long and 65cm wide, is their
focus of attention as she guides local volun-
teers for two weeks on how to restore and
preserve it in the training programme.

The cloth, with the images of Eight Im-
mortals and the words of Nine Emperor Gods
in Chinese characters embroidered in gold
threads, was given much attention by the
former Penang Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng

Phillips showing Yeoh (in coat) and Choot (second from right) and other
temple officials the delicate work they have done to help restore the
119-year-old cloth. Looking on is Dr Ang (left).

when he visited the temple in 2017, according
to temple adviser Datuk Seri Choot Ewe Seng.

Even the names of donors were also seen
on it. Temple authorities are unsure whether
the cloth banner came from China or was
hand-sewn in Malaysia.

“He (Lim Guan Eng) saw the cloth was in
dire straits. GTWHI then took the initiative
to collaborate with Artlab. We’re the oldest
Tow Boh Keong temple in South East Asia,
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having existed for
177 years. And this
is the first time in
history that the gov-
ernment, public to-
gether with foreign
experts are involved
in this joint project,”
Choot said on Jan 22.
“I want to thank
the state government
for its relentless sup-
port and GTWHI for
getting an expert here
to train locals on tex-
tile conservation
works.”
Phillips, who has
30 years of experi-
ence in textile conser-
vation and is responsible for preserving and
conserving the artefacts at the art galleries and
museums of South Australia, is also involved
in conversation programmes and trainings in
countries such as Indonesia, India, East Timor
and Malaysia.
She has also worked on numerous textile
projects, including a conservation project in
Indira Gandhi Memorial Museum for the
clothes worn by Indira Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi when they were assassinated, and the
Eureka Flag which was designed during the
Eureka Rebellion in 1854.
When Phillips departs for Adelaide, the
task will then by led by Annie Lee, a conser-
vation studio coordinator at GTWHI. She has

received training in conservation works in
Japan and has the experience of helping to
preserve building plans from the British colo-
nial period.

As and when the need arises, both Phillips
and Lee will communicate via Skype. When
the work is completed, the banner will be
displayed in a casing inside the temple.

State Tourism Development, Heritage,
Culture and Arts Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin said the state government was glad
to see GTWHI establishing a partnership with
international experts, providing a chance for
the local community to learn basic textile
conservation skills.

“It’s very rare to find textile conservators
locally, and there are many precious textile
collections by the local community that require
conservation. Therefore, this project aims to
enhance the local community’s understanding
in textile conservation, helping them to be
actively engaged in the conservation process,”’
Yeoh said.

“This project, which is sponsored by the
Penang government at a cost of RM 130,000,
started on Jan 15 and would complete by Au-
gust this year.

“Through this project, the state government
hopes that the relationship and cooperation
with our sister city of Adelaide could be further
strengthened.”

GTWHI general manager Dr Ang Ming
Chee said they were delighted when Artlab
responded favourably to their invitation and
willingness to share their knowledge on object
conservation with Penangites.

The upgraded side lane beside Bank of China looks lively

‘New life’ for side, back lanes

SIDE and back lanes in Penang are now in
better shape, making pedestrians to feel safer
and comfortable to use them; in fact, pedestri-
ans opt to use them because of the ambiance.

Recently, the side lane between Bank of
China and HSBC Bank, which connects Beach
Street to Weld Quay, was transformed into an
exciting pocket park.

The project, which was carried out by the
Bank of China under its corporate social re-
sponsibility programme (CSR), was com-
pleted on Nov 17 last year.

Itis equipped with a designated bicycle lane

and the area will be lighted up at night to
provide a safer passageway.

Local Government, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Commiittee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo said the state government
would continue to upgrade side and back lanes
in Penang to make them safer.

“This project is an example of our initiative
to make Penang greener and safer through the
4P partnership (public, private, people and
professional),” Jagdeep said in his speech
during the opening ceremony of the side lane
in Beach Street on Jan 24.
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FEBRUARY 16— 28, 2019

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

{T% 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

ET; 04-383 9131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

M

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.0O1 PENAGA

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T)
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman (T
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

ET‘ 04 -390 5109
F) 04 -390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
I ingh nan v.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim

M

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafast6é3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad
immoham: 2@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysrregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

U]

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

{T{ 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

{T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-576 7606

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI

berapit@dappg.org

YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871
norlela.arifin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871
N.13 BERAPIT

YB Heng Lee Lee
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Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

AS the saying that goes, “a picture
is worth a thousand words”, so an
artist can imprint a strong message to
his viewers through his or her piece
of art without uttering a single word.
With the aim of encouraging more
people to appreciate arts as well as to
provide a platform for aspiring artists,
Penang State Museum and Art Gal-
lery have been organising the “Pen-
ang Art Open Exhibition” annually.
The exhibition, held until end of
this month, aims to showcase se-
lected works of the participants of the
“Seni Lukis Pulau Pinang” themed

Creating a _
platiorm to sti °
interest in art

“Movement”.

In 2018, a total of 78 pieces of
artworks were received and out of
that, 27 entries made the cut and are
displayed at the museum until end of
February.

According to Fairudz Ikhwan
Zulkifli, the Penang State Museum
and Art Gallery curator, this year
there were no winners for the “major”
category but only four winners in the
“minor”.

They were Leong Wai Khong for
his work called “Dreams - Sound &
Keyboard Installation” (Hand Drawn
Illustration & Sound Installation),
Mohamad Lugman Kadri —“Choose
Your Way” (Mix Media), Mohd
Ekram Al Hafis Hashim — “From Dot
To Line” (Experimental Animation)
and Muhamad Azuan Tarmizi—*“For-
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bidden Birth” (Mix Media).

Consolation prizes were also
given to deserving artists.

Seri Delima assemblyman Syer-
leena Abdul Rashid, who attended
the opening ceremony of the Penang
Art Exhibition, emphasised the im-
portance of organising competitions
such as this, as it would help to stir
interest in arts among the younger
generation.

“Creativity is contagious, all that
we need to do is to create a platform
to pass on the love for arts. Being a
graduate in fine arts (USM), arts and
music are my passion.

“As a government, we need to
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ensure that we have the political will
with regards to arts and music so that
the industry will not be left behind.

“I believe our country will not
suffer from lack of talents as long as
we have platforms such as this which
will help to showcase the local tal-
ents,” said Syerleena during her
speech.

Universiti Teknologi MARA
(UiTM) lecturer Anis Che Mat, 26,
whose artwork “Perhubungan” (Oil
Paint on Aluminium) was awarded
the “Karya Terpilih” award, shared
his thoughts on his art piece during
an interview with the Buletin Mutiara
team.

Anis with
his artwork
‘Perhubungan’.

“I have always been fascinated
with eyes because they hold a million
secrets, and if you look at this art-
work, my concept was more to the
‘installation method’ where it shows
the movement of eyes with different
emotions.

“For me, eyes represent the future
where they can see what lies ahead,
and they convey our emotions when
words cannot.

“I have also used a combination
of colours (pop art and vibrant col-
ours) as well as black and white
which is trying to say that life has
different shades of colours,” said
Anis.

Database gives insight into exhibitions

DATA plays an extremely impor-
tant role in all walks of life, espe-
cially in the ever-changing and
developing business world with
technological revolution.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture & Heritage Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said
only by collecting data can the
relevant agencies get good infor-
mation so that they can make wise
business choices.

“Using data allows us to keep
abreast of new trends and con-
cepts, and then push forward the
industry,” he said during the
launch of the new online submis-
sion system “Vision Insight” da-
tabase for the Penang Convention
and Exhibition Bureau (PCEB) in
George Town on Jan 18.

Also present was PCEB chief
executive officer Ashwin Gu-
nasekeran.

Yeoh said the new system can
enable agencies involved in vari-
ous exhibition areas to grasp
timely information in a more
convenient and time-saving net-
work data system.

He added that according to the

Yeoh (left) putting his signature on the poster during the launch of the

database as Ashwin looks on.

2017 report of the International
Congress and Convention Asso-
ciation (ICCA), Penang is the most
popular city in the Asia Pacific
region, ranking 39th.

“We must continue to work
because the rankings shown in the
report can enhance a city’s reputa-
tion and make Penang the pre-
ferred location for many interna-
tional conferences in the future.”

Meanwhile, Ashwin said the
bureau will conduct research on
the data collected in the “Vision
Insight” database as an evaluation
report for its annual business ac-
tivities.

He said the VisionInsight.my
website, the first commercial ac-
tivity system platform in Malaysia,
will create a wider business re-
search space.
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Over RM173m spent
on upgrading public

housing schemes

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE Penang government has spent
more than RM173.5 million from
2008 until last year to upgrade public
housing schemes in the state.

Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jagdeep Singh said
the amount was spent on upgrading
and maintaining works of 50 public
housing schemes in Penang.

“About RM31.65 million from the
RM173.5 million was spent on the
Rifle Range public housing scheme.

“This year, the state government
has approved RM2.05m to upgrade
and maintain the Rifle Range scheme.

“Earlier, the state acted prompt-
ly to address the cracking prob-
lems at Block E and J in Rifle
Range. We spent about RM2 mil-
lion on the repair works and the

matter has been solved.

“Now, we are addressing the
cracking problems faced by the re-
maining seven blocks of flats. The
cost of the repair is approximately
RM1 million.

“The other upgrading works
which are re-wiring works at Block
E and J, replacing the damp proof
layers of the roofs, recementing the
sidewalk of Block A and B and up-
grading the garbage disposal room
will cost about RM1.05 million in
total,” Jagdeep told a press confer-
ence at Rifle Range on Jan 11.

He said the upgrading works were
scheduled to start in March this year.

Jagdeep added the state Hous-
ing Department and the Penang
Women’s Development Corpora-
tion were collaborating to em-
power the people to maintain their
housing condition through Gender
Responsive and Participatory

Striving to enhance telecommunication services

AS Penang moves towards becoming
a smart city, the state needs better tel-
ecommunications infrastructure to
support the industries and to ride on the
Industry 4.0 wave.

PDC Telco acting chief executive
officer and chief technology officer P.
Ayappan said the company planned to
build another 100 telecommunications
structures by 2023.

Last year, PDC Telco successfully
built three monopole towers and owned
52 telecommunication structures such
as permanent towers, portable base
transceiver structure, and fibre optic
network structures.

PDC Telco acting chief executive
officer and chief technology officer P.
Ayappan said the company planned to
build another 100 telecommunications
structures by 2023.

“We are the prime mover for tele-
communications infrastructure in
Penang. Major telecommunications
companies such as Celcom, Maxis,
Digi, U Mobile, Webe, YTL, and
Sapura are our technology partners.

“We are ready to deliver and support
Penang’s initiatives towards becoming
a smart city.

“This includes building more towers
to support telecommunications compa-
nies to provide better coverage in the

state; and to support the latest genera-
tion of cellular mobile communications
5G and the Industry 4.0,” he said in a
statement recently.

Ayappan said PDC Telco worked
closely with the Malaysian Communi-
cations and Multimedia Commission
(MCMC) and the local governments to
establish and implement policies and
regulations to achieve industry stand-
ardisation in Penang.

“In 2017, MCMC had approved
PDC Telco’s network service provider
license from June 16,2017 to June 15,
2027.

“On June 16,2017, pursuant to the
change of terms in Clause 4.1 of the
Network Facilities Provider License,
PDCTelcois able to expand its business
throughout Malaysia and not restricted
to only in Penang,” he said.

Ayappan added that the company
was serious in helping the state in
achieving smart city status.

“The state government and PDC
Telco delegates visited the Mayor of
Nice in France in October last year to
learn the smart city practices and initia-
tives by the local government of Nice.

“The delegates also attended the
World IoT Forum in Barcelona, Spain,
to understand the IoT concept better,”
he said.

Budgeting programmes.

Also present were Kebun Bunga
assemblyman Jason Ong Khan Lee
and Penang State Secretary Office
Local Government Division (Solid
Waste Management Unit) head Oon

Lai Kuan.

Jagdeep (second from right) and Ong (right) addressing the media during

W

S
N’ A\
' 4

-y {4 APV }

38

PENANG GREEN IDOL 2019
Earth Day Celebration

aREEEEE
et LT

CASH PRIZES UP TO RM8600 0
CLOSING DATE : 8™ MARCH AN

Theme: Beauty of Nature / Dangers of Smoking
Open for students: 10 - 12 years old
Categories: Bahasa Melayu | English | Mandarin | Tamil

SATURDAY, 13™ APRIL | 8.00AM - 2.00PM
DATARAN, PENANG HILL

Duganiam Wianaus Spansar

E-

=]

8

Lint

@pgc.com.my



16 BAYes

FEBRUARY 16— 28, 2019

Gender Responsive and

Participatory Budgeting (GRPB) @
Bukit Tambun — Connectlng the Dots

IN many places, the efforts to
develop and preserve the unique-
ness of any area were commend-
able, and in no way insignificant.
However, the projects were some-
times tailed by a reputation of
being “out of touch” with the
people. In hindsight, it should
come as no surprise that decisions
made for the people should also
be made by the people. Gender
Responsive and Participatory
Budgeting (GRPB) is that means
to that end.

Project #PeduliBukitTambun,
led by the GRPB team from Pen-
ang Women’s Development Cor-
poration (PWDC), aims to ensure
the needs of the residents of Bukit
Tambun are met. Besides the facts
and figures, it is important to hear
it from the residents, personally.

Listening to the Voice of the
Rakyat

Three Focus Group Discussion
with the locals were conducted on
19th & 20th January 2019, in col-
laboration with committee mem-
bers of Majlis Pengurusan Komu-
niti Kampung (MPKK). The resi-
dents’ love for their area was
unpretentious and heart-warming.
Valuable ideas about how to im-
prove local tourism, education
and art heritage preservation were

Listening to the Voices of our
Youth.
exchanged with passion.

It was interesting when the
senior citizens even suggested
free tuition center to learn English
and Bahasa Melayu. They felt
compelled to learn the languages
due to difficulty in reading sig-
nages. Such insightful feedback
would not have surfaced without
keeping our foot on the ground
and giving our ears to the people.

Launching the Project

The #PeduliBukitTambun was
launched by ADUN of Bukit Tam-
bun, YB Goh Choon Aik, with
Member of Parliament of Batu
Kawan, YB Kasthuriraani Patto

on 27th January 2019. The en-
dorsement of the Chief Minister
of Penang, YAB Chow Kon Yeow,
marked a perfect closing of the

Token of Appreciation to Contributors.

event.
It is important to point out that
work

with the commu-
nity goes on

Celebrating women and their achievements

The International Women’s Day
(IWD) is globally commemorated
on the 8th of March every year to
celebrate women and their achieve-
ments. In the “conventional and
patriarchal” view, women’s mark
in history is often neglected, which
raised the need to acknowledge the
contribution of women. The ap-
preciation and encouragement re-
ceived is a step forward towards
seeing the women and men to be
equal contributors. This practice
of acknowledgement should be
promoted across communities.

Balance for Better

The international theme for
IWD 2019 is “Balance for Better”.
For some, it may be falsely per-
ceived that IWD is an event meant

“for ladies only”. Quite the con-
trary, as in order to make this world
a fair place for all, we would need
the active participation of both
women and men. Penang will
honour the IWD movement
through a series of events in both
March and April.

Celebrating Penang Women

The state-level commemoration
of International Women’s Day will
be held at SP Arena Convention
Centre, Seberang Jaya on 8th of
March. It will be officiated by Toh
Puan Dato’ Seri Utama Hajah
Majimor binti Shariff with the
expected presence of 1,000 in-
vitees. YB Chong Eng will be
delivering the welcoming speech
while YB Zuraida Kamarrudin, the

Minister of Housing and Local
Government, will be the speaker
of the day to deliver a speech
about gender issues in the public
sector.

IWD celebration also draws
inspiration from the rise in health
consciousness among the Penang
community. For the second year
running, “Run with Flying Col-
ours” is organized by an all-wom-
en group in Penang — JCI Pearl.
The event will be held on the 10th
of March and is estimated to draw
close to 2,000 participants. Itis a
morning out with family and
friends while recognising the con-
tribution of women.

Close collaboration between
PWDC and various sectors

YB Chong Eng is all for civic
participation.

and is not showing any sign of
slowing down. PWDC is thankful
to all parties who had participated
in the process of civic engage-
ment.

The Pur-
ple Carnival is set
to run from 9.00 am to 11.00 pm
at the Butterworth Art Walk on
16th March with a line-up of
booths offering diverse products,
interesting competitions for the
public, and performances by wom-
en. It is worth noting that Glenea-
gles is also supporting this event
by giving free health screening and
talk about disease related to wom-
en by their medical specialist.
Major shopping malls will also
be decorated in purple, which is
the colour signifying justice and
dignity. Some of the participating

International
Women'’s Day

shopping malls will provide
vouchers and discounts for their
patrons as well. All in all, there
will be 20 events organised by
more 24 organizations happening
in conjunction with IWD. Look
out for latest information via
PWDC Facebook.

For the People, By the Peo-
ple

The public is encouraged to
organize their own events or deco-
rate their buildings in purple. This
is a golden opportunity to show
your appreciation to the women
who lit up your world.



CM calls for greater unity between state,

federal govts

Pix by Alissala Thian

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow
is expecting greater unity between
the federal and state governments.

“Previously, the state and fed-
eral were being seen as ‘apart’ from
one another. Now, following the
change of federal government, we
should move forward as a team.

“I hope that the federal and the
state can foster closer relationship in
shaping Malaysia Baru,” Chow said
in his speech during the public serv-
ants assembly at Komtar on Jan 7.

Chow thanked the public serv-
ants for their support and commit-
ment.

“I have presented the Pen-
ang2030 vision to be the state’s

guideline, focusing on family de-
velopment in a green and smart
state.

“The state government will en-
sure that all previous plans are co-
ordinated towards realising the
state’s aspiration of clean, green,
safe and healthy.

“We welcome ideas and feed-
back from Penangites concerning
Penang2030. The Penang Institute
has been appointed to assist in the
coordination process,” he added.

State Secretary Datuk Seri Fari-
zan Darus said the 14th General
Election was a “turning point” for
the administration of the country.

“After 10 years of being an ‘op-
position state’, Penang and the
federal government are now one.

Chbw (fifth from left), Farizan (fifth from right), State Legislative Assembly Speaker Datuk Law Choo

v

Kiang (sixth from right), state executive council members, elected representatives, and public servants
posing for a group photo after the assembly at Komtar.

“As public servants, we must be
more sensitive to changes and the
initiatives by the governments.

“It is important that we under-
stand the Penang2030 vision and

Photography competition
promotes unity, peace, love

SOMEONE once said “A picture
is a return ticket to the moment
otherwise gone.”

This quote speaks about the
significance of a picture. Moreo-
ver, moments shared by family
members when captured through
the lenses are priceless.

As such, Buletin Mutiara re-
cently organised a photography
contest, “Click & Win”, which was
suitably themed “Penang2030
family that inspires the nation”.

The contest aimed to encourage
families to take a snap with their
loved ones showing the beauty,

the state’s “Penang2030 Vision” to
make family the core and central
to everything that we do.

Three families were awarded
prizes for capturing beautiful fam-
ily photos in accordance with the
theme of the competition.

First prize winner Zayana
Shafawany Zamri, a business-
woman from Machang Bubuk,
said she did not expect the win
which got her the RM 1,000 prize
money.

“When we submitted our entry,
we did not even think we
could win the competi- .

“Speaking with regards to Pen-
ang2030, I think the ‘family-fo-
cused’ element is crucial as family
is everything and I believe that we
should only channel positive ener-
gies to our family members,” said
Zayana.

Civil servant Ruying Khor, who
grabbed the second prize worth
RM?700, said her entry was taken
during a get together with her fam-
ily members.

“It is a tradition for everyone in
the fami-

use it as a guideline in our pro-
grammes.

“All public servants should also
strive to increase their knowledge
in line with the advancement of

e -—r

technology with the passage of
time,” Farizan said.

He also reminded the public
servants to improve their integrity
practices and discipline.

This sweet family photo was taken during Zayana’s

-+ wedding anniversary last year.

love, peace, and joy of a family.

tion, let alone the first & - o
The competition is in line with ]

. e
prize. :

:;;‘;’ L ly to go on an outing

| together once a year and
spend time with each
. other. Family is so sig-
. nificant.
“I hope that the
. state government will
- organize more family
oriented programmes
where not only the
children and parents
will participate but
the other family
members also such
as the grandpar-
ents,” Ruying said.
Third prize of
RM300 went to
Normala Omar an
administrative of-
ficer. Her husband

|
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ﬁlla and Mustagin with t!helr

‘t‘:%rsrr;?‘ a heart-like shape pos€ -

Ruying’s united and cheerful family.

Mustaqin Alpi who collected the
prize on her behalf commended the
state government’s effort in organ-
ising such competitions.

“We submitted our photo just
four days before the deadline, and
now we have got third prize, I am
too excited. The signature pose -
like of a heart shape - was sug-
gested by my wife as we normally
take lots of ‘wefies’ and the picture
which got us the third prize was
among our collections of ‘wefies’.

“I hope that the state govern-
ment will continue to organize
competition such as this, as it helps
to enhance love between family
members. They also can come up
with other family-focused compe-
titions such as in a form of videos,”
said Mustagqin.



RM100,000 boost

for gurdwara

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Nur Afigah Zainudi

THE new Gurdwara Sahib Butter-
worth has been allocated another
RM100,000 for its building fund.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
made the announcement before the
opening ceremony of the gurdwara
on Jan 21 in Jalan Todak, Seberang
Jaya.

“I am honoured to be here for the
opening ceremony of the new Gur-
dwara Sahib Butterworth. It is made
possible because of the tireless effort
of the management committee, trus-
tees and devotees.

“Good job and well done! Your
commitment means a lot to the Sikh
community, not only in Penang but
perhaps even the northern region of
Malaysia.

“This new gurdwara, located in
the non-Islamic houses of worship
(RIBI) enclave in Seberang Jaya, is
the result of your resilience and focus
towards the completion of the pro-
ject.

“I always believe that proximity
fosters greater affinity. Let us work
towards enhancing unity,” Chow

said in his speech.

He then announced the
RM100,000 allocation for the gurd-
wara building fund.

The cost of the new gurdwara is
about RM6 million.

Penang Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh said he would provide a
RM20,000 allocation for the gurd-
wara.

He urged the gurdwara building
and trustees committee to write to
the state RIBI committee on its inten-
tion to install a lift at the gurdwara.

Eligible RIBI fund applicants can
receive a maximum of RMS50,000
under the fund to renovate, repair or
build new non-Islamic houses of
worship.

“I will look into your lift project.
The Penang government is open to
listening and addressing your con-
cerns.

“This new gurdwara marks an-
other milestone for the Sikh com-
munity,” Jagdeep said.

Gurdwara Sahib Butterworth
management committee president
Narinder Singh said the gurdwara
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Chow (fourth from left), Jagdeep (fifth from left), Dr Amar (centre), Narinder (seventh from left) and Jagjit
(right) releasing the balloons to symbolise the opening ceremony of the gurdwara.

Penang Rehda appeals for
extension of levy waiver

took about four years to complete.

“The land was bought some 30
years ago. We want to thank our
contributors for making this project
possible.

“The Penang government con-
tributed RM 180,000 for this project
during its construction,” Narinder
said.

Also present were state Health,
Agriculture and Agro-Based Indus-
try and Rural Development Commit-
tee chairman Dr Afif Bahardin,
Penang State Assembly Deputy
Speaker Dr Amar Pritpal Abdullah,
Bagan Dalam assemblyman M. Sa-
tees and Gurwara Sahib Butterworth
trustees committee and building
committee chairman Jagjit Singh.
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THE Penang chapter of Real Estate
and Housing Developers’ Associa-
tion (Rehda) is appealing to the state
government to extend the waiver of
the 3% levy on foreign purchasers.

Its chairman, Datuk Toh Chin
Leong, said the state government
gave the waiver this month.

“Penang Rehda has written to the
state to appeal for an extension. We
hope that the waiver can be given
until June this year and not only Feb-
ruary; so that the incentive can be
aligned with the Home Ownership
Campaign 2019 (HOC 2019).

“We have to advertise that there
is such an incentive for foreign
purchasers.

“The foreign purchasers need time
to choose their preferred property.
Then, they need to check with the banks
on the amount of loan that they can get.

“By the time they do all that, one
month is over. A month is not
enough,” Toh told a press confer-
ence after the opening ceremony of
the HOC 2019 — MAPEX 2019
property fair on Feb 7.

Toh also spoke on the incentives
given by the federal government.

“All buyers (Malaysian citizens
only) with Sales and Purchase Agree-
ment (SPA) dated between Jan 1 and
June 30 this year can enjoy the stamp
duty exemption. This exemption only
applies to residential properties.

“The stamp duty exemption is only
for the sale of property from a devel-

CORRECTION

oper to a purchaser. The eligible prop-
erty must be registered with Rehda
Malaysia.

“The stamp duty on the instrument
of transfer for property between
RM300,000 and RM1 million is fully
exempted while the stamp duty for
the first RM1 million is waived for
property above RM1 million up to
RM2.5 million. The stamp duty on
the excess amount still stays at 3%
instead of 4%.

“Meanwhile, the stamp duty on
the loan agreement for property up
to RM2.5 million is fully exempt-
ed,” Toh said.

Penang Rehda immediate past
chairman Datuk Jerry Chan said
banks should make housing loans
easier to obtain.

“The housing loan default rates
have not gone up much.

“This shows that people are still
paying their housing loans. Most
people want to own homes and they
will do their best to keep their
homes,” he said.

Chan added they were still awaiting
the announcement by state Local Gov-
ernment, Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh on review of charges imposed
on property developers.

The HOC 2019 - MAPEX 2019
property fair at Udini Square was
open from 10am to 9pm from Feb 7
to Feb 10.

For more details, call 03-78032978.

IN our article on the “Ordinary Women, Extraordinary Lives. Everyday
Stories of Inspirational Women” (OWEL) book launch, which appeared in
the Dec 16-31 Mix edition of Buletin Mutiara, it has been pointed out to us
that state executive council member Chong Eng was invited as one of the
OWEL contributors but did not launch the book.

The OWEL Team has clarified that OWEL was not launched by any in-
dividual, and that the launch took place through a collective creation of “the
butterfly effect” by all present. The error is regretted.



DrAfif

Story by K.H. Ong

THE Penang Heart Safe Pro-
gramme Committee has trained
20,000 people in Penang on how
to perform cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation (CPR) using auto-
mated external defibrillator
(AED) since 2015.

State Agriculture and Agro-
based Industry, Rural Develop-
ment and Health Committee
chairman Dr Afif Bahardin said
it is important that more people
should learn simple life saving
measures to help save family
members or friends during a sud-
den cardiac arrest.

“We’ve a small window of op-
portunity, only a few minutes, to
try to revive a victim. In Malay-
sia, there is less than one percent
survival rate. Hence, such skills
to help the victims must be
learned,” Dr Afif said during the
launching of the AED handover
ceremony and a mass CPR &
AED training at the hall of the
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in
Island Park on Jan 26.

Also present were church
priest Father Joachim Robert, the
church’s emergency response
team head Dr Ramona Edel
Pereira, Zoll Medical Singapore
Pte Ltd vice-president (Asia Pa-
cific Operations) Christopher
Barnabas and programme com-
mittee chairman Datuk Luah
Lean Wah.

Dr Afif (centre) with Father Robert (on Dr Afif’s left) posing with the participants and organisers of the CPR-AED training programme.

“Now, there are 50 AEDs
placed in public places. With the
cooperation of the public, the
government aims to place more
AEDs. And they must not be kept
in cupboards or under the coun-
ters, but made visible and acces-
sible.

“You can find a lot of AEDs in
Singapore, at the airports, shop-
ping malls and HDB flats. We’re
working on the legislation with
the local authorities to have
AEDs installed in every public
space, like houses of worship,
residential areas, government of-
fices and private institutions.

“We want to create a revolu-
tion in our society where if you
find a fire extinguisher in a build-
ing, you can also find an AED.

“Whether we are Malays, Chi-
nese or Indians, we want to create
a better community. We want to

make Penang a safer place for
everyone.”

Dr Afif also thanked the com-
mittee and the church for organis-
ing the programme and Zoll
Medical for donating the AED to
the church.

He added that the programme
is in line with Penang2030, the
vision of Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, to make Penang a
family-focused, smart and green
state.

He also urged the 170 partici-
pants of the programme, who
were mostly the church’s parish-
ioners and some nearby residents,
to further promote the awareness
of the programme.

“I hope that you all are in-
spired. It’s priceless to save
people’s lives, even an individu-
al. When you save a life today,
you save humanity,” Dr Afif said

as he recounted an incident that
occurred at Chung Ling High
School last September.

One former CLHS student,
aged 49, collapsed due to a sud-
den cardiac arrest during an
alumni football match on the
school field but was revived by
five CLHS students who are
members of St John Ambulance.

According to Barnabas, it has
been a good journey since his
company joined in the pro-
gramme in 2015 with the support
of the state government.

“The awareness here is grow-
ing and other states are interested
now. Cardiac arrest victims are
savable. In Singapore, they have
10,000 AEDs in public places.
Their survival rate is 15%. In
Tokyo, the survival rate is 25%
and in Seattle (USA), itis 55%,”
said Barnabas.

An average AED costs
RMS,000 while a high-end AED
may cost between RM 10,000 and
RM12,000.

Dr Luah said that the pro-
gramme in Penang started on
Sept 7, 2015 and the first AED
put up in a public place in the
state was in Komtar on Dec 20,
2015.

The participants of the pro-
gramme at the church hall were
divided into groups of seven to
eight persons per group to un-
dergo about 75 minutes of basic
training.

Father Robert said the church
was grateful to receive the AED
from Zoll.

“The church is celebrating its
50th anniversary and we don’t
want to be just a religious founda-
tion but is also involved in com-
munity building,” he said.

Conference on safety

SME Association of Seberang
Perai, in collaboration with flex-
iEdge Training PLT, will hold a
Safety & Health Conference 2019:
“Tweaking OSH Mindset, Culti-
vating OSH Culture”, at Hotel
Equatorial on Feb 18-19 from 9am
to Spm.

The speakers taking part are
from the Department of Occupa-
tional Safety and Health (DOSH)
Penang, Malaysian Society for
Occupational Safety and Health
(MSOSH), Human Factors and
Ergonomics Society Malaysia
(HFEM), SIRIM QAS Interna-

and health issues

tional Sdn Bhd and Internal SOS
Malaysia Sdn Bhd. They also in-
clude safety consultant, electrical
consultant and first aid consultant
from the industries.

Deputy Chief Minister II Prof
Dr P. Ramasamy, who is also the
state Economic Planning, Educa-
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tion, Human Resource Develop-
ment, Science, Technology and
Innovation Committee chairman,
said the conference was very im-
portant to re-emphasise the occu-
pational safety and health culture
at the workplace.

“The conference is to heighten
the awareness about occupa-
tional safety and health issues. If
we neglect them, they will cost
the government and private sec-
tor a lot of money,” Ramasamy
told reporters in Komtar on Jan
22.

Also present were SME Se-
berang Perai president Francis
Wong, SME Seberang Perai treas-
urer Leong Yook Kheong, flex-
iEdge Training PLT skill solutions
partners Felicia Tham and Quah
Eng Siang.

Wong said the conference
would provide updates on the new
Occupational Safety and Health
Guidelines in particular to SME
owners and safety & health offic-
ers while Tham added that Penang
Hospital and Pantai Hospital
would hold a cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR) demonstration
using automated external defibril-
lator (AED) and a complimentary
blood test respectively.

The fee for the two-day confer-
ence is RM950 per person but
registered safety & health officers
and SME Association of Seberang
Perai members get a special rate
of RM800 per person. Each par-
ticipant qualifies to collect 15 CEP
points.

For details, visit www.flex-
iedge.com.my.



Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

IT’S a dream come true for up and
coming artist Yap Ley Min as she
proudly holds her first solo exhibition
till March 3, after winning the “Spot-
light 2018 art competition last Sep-
tember.

Born in Butterworth, the 21-year-
old who graduated from Equator
College last year said she was hoping
to get into a joint exhibition or a solo
exhibition. When she was a student,
she had done three or four joint exhi-
bitions at the Performing Arts Centre
of Penang (Penangpac).

“I’'m grateful to be given this
chance. [ aspire to be a full-time artist
although I know the challenges ahead
are tough,” Ley Min, as she is better
known, said.

“After winning the ‘Spotlight
2018’ art contest, I was aiming to do
a group or solo exhibition in Penang
or in Malaysia. When I was given the
chance to do solo, I was very excited.
At the same time, I was also nervous
and unsure how I could communicate
properly in English.

“I’m still experimenting with new
styles. I like to observe the interac-
tions between humans. They give me
the opportunity to see the beauty and

imperfections of their world. And
when I paint, I bring their impres-
sions back into ‘play’ by memory.”

Ley Min emerged as the grand
prize winner in the ‘Spotlight 2018’
art competition organised for the first
time by Penang Art District (PAD).
There were 50 submissions from
young artists below the age of 30 from
across the country.

The exhibition, aptly titled “The
Human Form’ as quite a number of
her 15 artworks portray ordinary hu-
man folks, is being held at the Hin
Bus Depot in Jalan Gurdwara, George
Town.

It includes works from different
mediums, including oil paintings,
acrylic, pastel and mixed media.

Nine of her 15 artworks are fresh
ones created during a three-month
mentorship under Dr Tetriana Ahmed
Fauzi, the chairperson of the Fine Art
Department at Universiti Sains Ma-
laysia (USM).

They include paintings like ‘Scene
on a Ferry’, ‘Morning Market’, ‘Fun
At Hin Bus’ and ‘A Walk to Balatha-
nayuthapani Temple’ which is the
biggest of all the paintings measuring
48 x 72 inches.

Speaking at the exhibition before
it was officially opened by state Tour-
ism Development, Art, Culture and
Heritage Committee chairman Yeoh

Ley Min brlefmg Yeoh (third from Ieft) and G00| (Ieft) about her painting, titled ‘A Walk to Balathanayuthapani

Temple’.

Soon Hin on Feb 3, Dr Tetriana de-
scribed Ley Min as a very talented
artist, saying her style is ‘one of a
kind’.

“Mentoring Ley Min I can say is
effortless. She is practising like a full
grown artist. She has a distinct style
of painting which she has acquired at
a young age. Which for some artists
will take years,” said Dr Tetriana.

“She seems to have an introverted
personality but her creative spirit is
strong and confident. She knows what
she wants and her authority for crea-
tivity is admirable. To carry this style
and expression takes a creatively
courageous artist.

“Ley Min’s method of painting
involves observation of her daily sur-
rounding. She sees the ordinary as
beautiful and according to her an
‘ugly imperfection’.

“She reminds me that it is a very
important to be true to oneself in

terms of style and creativity. It is not
always the case when a student stand
by her ‘different’ style. In certain art
institutions, you will be subjected to
scrutiny and condemn. For that, I
salute her.”

Yeoh said the state government
encourages platforms that magnify
the voices of young artists as they are
the ones who speak for the next gen-
eration and tell their stories for gen-
erations to come.

“This further proves that there is a
demand for platforms that would help
young Malaysians to express and
develop their creativity. When given
the opportunity to learn and grow,
they can achieve wonders,” Yeoh
said.

“It also delights me to see a col-
laboration between PAD and Hin Bus
Depot. This art space privately-run by
Tan Shih Thoe is five years old this
year and has grown tremendously

with a tight-knitted community of
artists.

“With an active art gallery and
consistent weekend markets fuelled
with interactive community pro-
grammes, Hin Bus Depot has created
aspace for the local community from
all walks of life to spend time with
friends and family while appreciating
arts.”

Also present the opening cere-
mony were Pengkalan Kota as-
semblyman Daniel Gooi, Penang
Convention & Exhibition Bureau
(PCEB) chief executive officer
Ashwin Gunasekeran, Penang
State Art Gallery chairman Lee
Khai (who is also the Penang Art
District adviser), Equator College
principal and founder Datuk
Chuah Kooi Yong, Hin Bus Depot
founder Tan Shih Thoe and Ley
Min’s parents, Yap Guan Eng and
Ng Sew Kim.

All things jazz at

newly-opened hotel

PENANG-based Vouk Hotel Management
(VHM) Group celebrated the grand opening of
its 30-storey, 255-room Jazz Hotel Penang at
Seri Tanjung Pinang in Tanjong Tokong, Pen-
ang.

State Tourism Development, Culture and
Arts Committee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin of-
ficiated the opening ceremony which was at-
tended by about 350 guests on Jan 28.

Jazz Hotel Penang general manager Khoo
Boo Lim said the hotel chose to adopt a jazz-
themed design to honour the Jazz Age (1920s-
30s).

“When we took over the hotel, we wanted
a better concept and decided to infuse the jazz
element and music to it,” said Khoo, who is
also the Vouk Hotel Suites general manager and
Malaysian Association of Hotels (Penang
Chapter) chairman.

“That’s why our function rooms are named
after jazz icons like Frank Sinatra, Louis Arm-
strong and Nat King Cole, and the jazz suites
are named after Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday,
Sarah Vaughan and Dinah Washington.

“We not only provide accommodation but
also provide a variety of jazz, so that it won’t
be boring.”

To create a more soulful atmosphere, Khoo
said they are thinking of engaging interna-
tional jazz artistes from Japan and a famous
saxophonist from Bangkok.

The hotel has a New Orleans style soul-food
at Jazz Feast, set in elegant surroundings; Ki-
tano @ Jazz, a haven for Japanese food enthu-
siasts; and String & Sax, a lounge bar for jazz
junkies to hang out.

Khoo said the hotel, which is in the process
of applying for five-star status from the Minis-
try of Tourism, aims to attract leisure and busi-
ness travellers. It now offers a promotional rate
of RM288 nett for deluxe room.

Jazz Hotel Penang, costing about RM-
160mil, is the ninth hotel run by the VHM
Group in Malaysia. The group also has 10
hotels in Danok and one in Bali.

In his speech at the opening ceremony, Yeoh
said the state government encourages more
unique themed hotel in Penang which will

(From left) Khoo, Yeoh, Teow, Cheng and Law unveiling scrolls of auspicious messages
in Chinese characters at the opening of the Jazz Hotel Penang.

enhance the state’s tourist experience and posi-
tion Penang more competitively in the global
market.

“This will boost the tourism industry and, at
the same time, translate into economic benefits
for our local communities.

“I wish Penang’s first Jazz themed hotel
every success as the establishment embarks on
this new adventure.”

A traditional Chinese drum performance got
the auspicious occasion going after the arrival
of Yeoh.

After delivering his speech, Yeoh took part

in the ribbon cutting ceremony together with
VHM managing director Adrian Teow, VHM
operation director Dennis Cheng, Khoo, former
state exco member Datuk Danny Law Heng
Kiang and Tourism Malaysia northern region
director Sani Sham Ahmad.

Firecrackers were let off as a lion dance
troupe began to perform to bring blessings and
happiness for the hotel and staff members.

The guests then had the opportunity to check
out the hotel’s facilities. They were later treated
to a luncheon, and serenaded by... who else, a
jazz saxophonist!



Jauwg
*{uquuig) (Yewny) - uojajal oN
............................................. eBeluag fedeg mg| ewep

i 00LINY :ebnay
=  O0SLINY ‘enpay
oL 0STINY ‘ewepad

‘yelipeH

BWEY
uejeuabuag pey /pry AW oN
s ewiey

ANy1aq ueInng Ist ejis

AHA FEBRUARY 16— 28, 2019

6102/} BUIEMIN - HIID IS IENEH




R B 2005260 —280 0 BB

BookXcessEHIRERERE
Rk BRER

'" -

.. u mTﬂ'.IHIII‘IIIm

= ."'lI o N L
¥ il e i -
" i a3 A
" | o ‘j.'l
)
1| e ~

REMREHR, HREEFE,

N H T2 B BookXcess 3 JEFEMEI & JE
E@ﬁfﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ@ﬁﬁ,%%ﬁ%ﬁ%¢%7ﬁ
HEPSH

BookXcess 2 FE 8K P)E, AIETERAWE) %
TRERISIEI K, A &S RKM B (T0AREK)
JI0A R G HIPUZ A, HI2 T 6000577 3R, H{
PR VT AT Y B A

HAN, JEN RO BB eSS, DR i
%%iﬁm@&%ﬁ%ﬁﬁw%ﬁm%%m%,iﬁé

2 W XA R 2R 78000 . A A3 ) ) [ Bk i
I EARRTEE, N RSN 2 03, JEmICE 25, WE

ERFHALF

7 P 3B E — 8 I 906 45 47 (0] 1 3% (5 AR Y S ol 25 )\ AR

_"ll

SETEREWE H7RNSRNKE, FAETLIBKOBER104

AR [ s A AT Bh 485 5 o

“RATLAEFfBig Bag Wolf43Jg Kfis, B WHLE
A —RIPFEMREL, HA YR ETERSR S
5L, ARRAET LURE A,

BookXcessfi Sy NHRIE UL, 55 BALE A EIX
JLEATAT LAESC T i 5 R AF 1 B3, A 15 B % A1)
E%Eﬁﬁ%ﬁ?%%ﬁ*ﬁ@,ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ
XS

“BEB R L MR B R THL, TACA I+ 4 g
B AR R B DL FIE RE AR, s A E
IV ) Bl 15 25 ) AR NMERE . B A RS 4
TR A BN P SR SRS B

“JMURHE" WSS

AR TINELE B AL,

WARERG A RIEE NS5

& i._“___. .“ W—.I -_II.I_-.:'_ =

SRTAE, DURAINBURIR K307 &3 3che, BORHEIR7AS A 58 . et s Y i il
EEBIMNIRIF LR b RGBT R4, Artlab Ul s My
ST R RN P e & PR ARSI . BENIBUR IR WL 6 i st

PUEiEE 55 E L R EERTTR, AR AT 9 R m e

FHIFEALTIRE -

I R Ry i A i AE 40 N A %S 45 4 RO R A B IR A T
fif, A BT A A DR PRI 25 4R i 7 TH 473 T SRR R e 7

mgﬁ.ﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁMﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%~
B
B RS A HIS N A T7 W2

R TIEE 4D SR
WA BN GR 5 G Rl 7 P 7 SR R R S A1 DLRAEs:

IR S PP B, A T 20174812711 H S
ArtLabZ B il TR, M UL X BRI R IE R % s ) N A fE

R ARBL o

CHAA AR E TR TR T, BB ArtLabZ 2158 15 57 i
WAL T 2GR BRSO, M= DPAT0EG R EE LR
HATTIRAT KAE S IR 0 4 K B K SERGH A SR, ARSIk

A GORARRE e o 7

5 3 CUAE A v SRR E R B AUA . AR B K BOG

PAA K
o E55 IR ARARE 2 2 i T IR R 25 N o

Ar vt S REE ER BRARA . B H R ERARA T B8 55 IRk

(TEH EAMBZE’ HBookXcessBEEXERMFRADEHABE,

by |

fihi5i, BookXcess}f 5Red Readerhood&fE, MEi%Ef
FELE T RGP, I 2% 38 T ST 151 A4S i 22
N, HEEEWSE—ARY, % PBES R —A .
“H G TE R A5 T ) R 2 B ALY LS I B
K B EINILRE . ZEBILGE R a2, 7
JEAR P2l AR AT 3 S 2 e, A [ s 2 A
G B ARIL, % PIE R & s, e A e fit
BRI, FRATA NBORF RS, BREIRTT %
S R A P TR R il N R 8554
HaBaRFIAE L ER I NEBHTRFER. #
AT B YERE A BookXcess 4 i A1l 7 24 15 3535 1E
TR ISR T o

Disiar oleh Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang



