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Hoping for quick start to
airport expansion project

Story by Edmund Lee
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE Penang government is look-
ing forward to the expansion of the
Penang International Airport (PIA),
now that the Malaysian Airports
Holdings Berhad (MAHB) has
obtained the approval from the Fi-
nance Ministry.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
in welcoming the good news, said
the state greatly appreciated the ef-
forts of MAHB and the Federal
Government to expand the airport.

“I hope the expansion work will
commence soonest as the airport has
gone beyond its capacity.

“We are concerned with the com-
mencement and completion of the
airport. It is best that we leave it to
the relevant authorities to deal with
it,” Chow told a press conference
after attending the Art for Peace
forum organised by the Global
Chinese Art and Society at the East-
ern & Oriental (E&QO) Hotel on July
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A file pic of the Penang International Airport.

He had said the airport recorded
7.79 million passenger movement
last year, beyond its 6.5 million
capacity per annum.

As such, Chow said the state
welcomed the expansion plan to
increase the capacity to 12 million
passenger movement per annum.

MAHB group chief executive
officer Raja Azmi Raja Nazuddin
had earlier been quoted as saying
that MAHB had been working on
the expansion project for the past
two years.

Raja Azmi had stated that
MAHB had engaged with consult-
ants to draw up detailed construction
plans after consulting the Ministry
of Transport (MoT), Malaysian
Aviation Commission (MAVCOM)
and the Penang government.

He said MAHB would submit its
plans to the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) by end of July to
obtain the planning approval after
the project received the green light
from MAVCOM, MoT and the

Department of Director-General of
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(From second from left) Halim, Teo, and Chow together with other invited guests posing for a photo

after the launch.

Lands and Mines (Federal) as the
land owner.

It was reported that MAHB was
in the midst of discussions with
various parties on investment op-
tions and funding models.

Construction work is expected to
begin in the first quarter of next year.

Earlier on June 28, Chow said

the issue of who would be operating
the airport has to be resolved if the
project was a private finance initia-
tive (PFI) as the investors involved
would want to get back their returns.

“Ifitis to be a PFI, the company
would want to operate the airport to
getits returns. But currently, MAHB
holds the concession,” Chow told a
press conference after launching
Siemens Technical Competency
Hub in Bayan Lepas.

He said the issue was raised
when he attended the Northern Cor-
ridor Implementation Authority
(NCIA) meeting in Putrajaya on
June 27, in which there was a dis-
cussion concerning the Ipoh airport
expansion.

Chow said they were talking
about how to give back the returns
if the operations of the airport were
not surrendered to the PFI company.

According to Chow, the govern-
ment is looking at restructuring the
equity and operations of airports
throughout the country.

On the opening of the technical
competency hub, Siemens Digital In-
dustries Software (SDISW) South
East Asia vice-president and manag-
ing director Alex Teo said 1,400sq
m hub would serve as a platform for
Siemens to help companies and
small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) start their digitalisation
journey to meet the needs of the
‘new’ economy.

“We will continue to work close-
ly with the Government to nurture
talents and technical capabilities.

“This will enable a wider range
of Malaysian manufacturers to take
advantage of the benefits of digital
transformation,” said Teo, whose
company has 70 highly-skilled staff.
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Calling all
dragon

boat

rowers

Pix by Law Suun Ting

A FREE training session for
dragon boat enthusiasts in Penang
will be conducted on the first Sun-
day of every month beginning in
September to maintain its dragon
boating tradition and encourage
more people to take up the sports.
State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said the Penang International Drag-
on Boat Festival (PIDBF) Commit-
tee would conduct the training,
kicking off the first training session
on Sept 1 from 3pm to Spm.
“This training is open to the
public for free. We encourage the
colleges, factories and corporate
bodies to join in the training ses-
sions as they provide good team
building and promote team spirit.
“This training session shows our
dedication to promoting and pre-
serving this ancient sport,” Yeoh
said in his speech at the closing
ceremony of the Penang Interna-
tional Dragon Boat Regatta at the
Teluk Bahang Dam on June 16.
Yeoh said dragon boating has
been a tradition in Penang that has
existed for a long time.
“It’s part and parcel of our cul-
ture and heritage. We hope one day,
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our grandchildren will be able to
appreciate the tradition of dragon
boating for generations to come.

“Penang is fast becoming a des-
tination for sports tourism. The state
has hosted many other international
sporting events such as the Penang
Bridge International Marathon. Last
year’s marathon held on Nov 25
attracted more than 25,000 partici-
pants,” Yeoh added.

Yeoh expressed his hopes that the
boat regatta participants would also
take part in the Penang Interna-
tional Dragon Boat Festival 2019 at
the dam on Dec 7 and 8.

He said the PIDBF has become
an anticipated event for dragon boat
enthusiasts from this region and also
around the world.

For those visiting Penang, Yeoh
said they should take the opportu-
nity to explore the many interesting
places in the state, like the UNE-
SCO Heritage Site, sandy beaches,
world famous street food and most
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One of the dragon boat races in progress at the Teluk Bahang Dam.

importantly experience the culture
and nature which Penangites are
proud of.

He said recently CNN travel
named Penang as one of the 17
Asia’s best destinations to consider
for the next adventure while in the
past few years, Penang has gained
many awards from Lonely Planet,
Conde Nast Magazine, Forbes and
economic magazines from the

By Azmi Hussin
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United States.

Meanwhile, Pacific West Dragon
Boat Club emerged the winners in
the Penang Premier Open at the
Penang Dragon Boat Regatta 2019.
They clocked 4:17.26.

Second place went to Penang
Forward Sport Club (4:20.03) while
Penang Gu Tao Team ‘A’ finished
third (4:24.36).

In the other categories, Penang
Forward Sport Club triumphed in
the International Senior 40 Open,
National University of Singapore
took the International Premier
‘Woman’s title and Penang Forward
Sports Club ‘B’ came out first in the
International Premier Open.
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Yeoh (centre, in light blue
T-shirt) posing with the

participants of the regatta at

the Teluk Bahang Dam.

Results (All finals):
Penang Premier Open:

-~ 1. Pacific West Dragon Boat

Club (4:17.26)

2. Penang Forward Sport
Club (4:20.03)

3. Penang Gu Tao Team ‘A’
(4:24.36)

International Senior 40 Open

1. Penang Forward Sport
Club (2:29.16)

2. Nanjing Dragon Boater
(2:31.16)

3. Penang Gu Tao Team ‘B’
(2:33.03)

International Premier Women

1. National University of
Singapore (5:50.31)

2. DisOARder (6:53.97).

International Premier Open

1. Penang Forward Sport
Club ‘B’ (2:14.91)

2. Pacific West Dragon Boat
Club ‘A’ (2:18.78)

3. Penang Forward Sport
Club ‘A’ (2:26.21).

PHC calls for proposal to conduct
pre-feasibility study for cable car service

THE Penang Hill Corporation
(PHC) is calling for a Request
for Proposal (RFP) to conduct
pre-feasibility studies for the
Penang Hill cable car service.
An advertisement announc-
ing the tender stated that the
closing date for RFP submis-
sion is at noon on July 19.
Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the appointed con-
sultant would help PHC to do

a feasibility study for the Pen-
ang Hill cable car service.

“The consultant will make
recommendations to PHC,
which will then decide if the
project should be carried out
or not,” he told a press confer-
ence on June 21.

For further details on the
announcement, visit www.
penanghill.gov.my or call 04-
828 8880 (Tender Unit).
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Put safety first.
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bikers urged

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Nur Afigah Zainudi

PARTICIPANTS of the North-
ern Bike Week 2019 (Volume 3)
have been advised to include
safety awareness programmes
when carrying out their activities.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said it was important for the
bikers’ association to pay attention
to the safety aspect (of the bikers)
and help raise the safety aware-
ness.

“There are over 4,000 road fa-
talities annually in Malaysia, in-
cluding over 400 deaths in Penang
alone. The high fatality rate is a
major problem in this country.
Every hour, there is a fatal acci-

dent,” Chow said in his speech at
the Special Raya Hi-Tea Celebra-
tion cum Northern Bike Week
2019 Appreciation Ceremony at
Hotel Ixora in Seberang Jaya on
June 15.

“The deaths are a big loss to
society as many of the victims
could still contribute to the coun-
try. Moreover, the wife, children
and parents suffer when such
things happen.

“Hence, the safety issues are
important and we need to cooper-
ate with the authorities, like po-
lice, in reducing the number of
death cases.”

Some years ago, Chow said
Universiti Sains Malaysia was
engaged to conduct a survey to

A group of participants from the Northern Bike Week 2019 posing with- Chow during the Raya luncheon.

find out the causes of the accidents
— whether due to road conditions,
weather, attitude or other factors.

The aim was to try to reduce
the fatalities by 10% each year.
Initially, the figure went down but
he said due to lack of awareness,
it went up again.

A l i TikTok

Yeoh with Ooi (third from left), Donny (fourth from right), Malaysian Association of Hotels (MAH)
Penang chapter chairman Khoo Boo Lim (third from right) and other guests present during the

event.
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Tik Tok way to promote Penang

PENANG Global Tourism (PGT)
became the first tourism bureau to
partner with Tik Tok, an app for
short-form mobile videos, to pro-
mote Penang as akey travel destina-
tion in Southeast Asia (SEA).

The partnership will begin with
a series of online initiatives to pro-
mote the state’s splendour on Tik
Tok.

The campaign kicks off with
“Experience Penang 20207, a drive
by PGT highlighting Penang’s cul-
ture, heritage, arts, foods and nature.

As of now, the Tik Tok interna-
tional monthly active users have
reached 180 million, including 50
million active users in the SEA re-
gion.

Tourism Development, Arts,
Culture and Heritage Committee

chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said it was
another milestone achieved as he
believes the collaboration would
have far-reaching influence interna-
tionally to promote tourism.

He said the current social media
age has shown that short video ads
have better reach and impact on the
viewers.

“This effort is aimed at strength-
ening the position of Penang as an
Asian travel destination through
widespread social media influence,”
he said in his speech at the event on
June 14.

Yeoh was speaking before wit-
nessing a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) signing ceremony
between Tik Tok and PGT.

Tik Tok was represented by head
of Public Policy for Indonesia, Ma-

laysia and the Philippines, Donny
Eryastha while PGT was repre-
sented by its chief executive officer
Ooi Chok Yan.

Tik Tok’s short video with a
15-second limit could attract tour-
ists and become the push to entice
domestic and foreign tourists with
vibrant festivals, diverse culture
and rich heritage.

Penang’s tourism recently re-
ceived a big boost after the state
was listed by CNN Travel as one
of the best places to visit.

Ooi said it was a good momen-
tum for PGT to partner Tik Tok in
this initiative.

“It is something that we are
looking forward to,” he said, adding
that Penang is a place that everyone
loves to visit.

Chow also thanked Northern
Bike Week 2019 president Wil-
liam Khoo and his committee for
successfully holding their only
third local event on April 26-28
which drew 20,000 visitors.

“The success of holding their
only third local event has inspired
them to hold an international bike
ride,” Chow said.

Also present were state Youth
and Sports Committee chairman
Soon Lip Chee, Central Seberang
Perai district officer Kamarul
Haizal Koderat and Muhammad
Hamdi Md Noor, the personal as-
sistant to Permatang Pasir assem-
blyman Muhammad Faiz Fadzil.

Khoo said they planned to in-

vite bikers from countries like
Singapore, Thailand, Laos, Cam-
bodia, Brunei and Myanmar to
take part in an international bike
week in 2021. From the vendors
side, he said they would invite
distributors from Japan, Italy and
the United States to join in.

According to Khoo, the par-
ticipants in the Northern Bike
Week 2019 (Volume 3) also took
part in charity work in the course
of their ride in Seberang Perai in
April.

They visited Maahad Thya Ul-
umi in Mengkuang Titi, Bukit
Mertajam, and Comfort Nursing
Home in Sungai Dua, Butter-
worth, to donate cash and kind.

Great support for China
Processing Trade Products Fair

THE 12th China Processing
Trade Products Fair (CPTPF) is
scheduled to be held at Guang-
dong Modern Exhibition Centre
in China next year on April 16-19.

The upcoming session will
further highlight internationalisa-
tion and specialisation.

“So far, enterprises from more
than 20 countries including Indo-
nesia, Malaysia and Vietnam have
signed up to participate in the
fair,” state Tourism Develope-
ment, Heritage, Culture & Arts
Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin said when he launched the
12th China Processing Trade
Products Fair Promotion Seminar
& Economic Trade Matchmaking
Meeting on June 24.

Yeoh added that CTPFP would
help improve the trade relations
between China and Malaysia,
besides encouraging investments
between both countries.

He said he was also positive
that both sides would benefit
economically from the trade prod-
ucts fair.

Also present were Malaysia-
China Chamber of Commerce
(Penang Branch) committee
member Jimmy Ooi and Dong-
guan Foreign Investment Promo-
tion Centre director Huang Wen-
li.

Co-sponsored by the Ministry
of Commerce of the People’s
Republic of China, the State Intel-
lectual Property Office and the
People’s Government of Guang-
dong Province China, CPTPF was
first established in 2009 as the
Guangdong Foreign-Funded En-
terprise Products Expo.

It has been held successfully
for 11 sessions.

“During the past 11 years,
CPTFT has received more than
10,000 enterprise exhibitors and
over 1.2 million buyers and visi-
tors.

“CPTPF is mainly aiming at
exploring the huge mainland
China market, in which the total
retail sales of consumer goods
reached RM380.87 billion in
2018,” he said.
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THE newly-formed Chinese Peo-
ple’s Federation for World Peace
Malaysia (CPFWPM) strongly
advocates traditional Chinese vir-
tues like upholding family values
and filial piety.

That founding principles were
highlighted by Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow when he offici-
ated the CPFWPM inaugural cer-
emony on June 14.

“Without a doubt, creating a
world of peace starts within the
family. And this is aligned with our
vision of Penang2030 in building a
family-focused green and smart
state that inspires the nation,” Chow
said in his speech.

“The key phrase here is ‘family-
focused’ which to me, means the
importance of achieving harmony,
cohesiveness and keeping the flame
of passion burning in one’s imme-
diate and extended family, between
married couples and to a certain
extent, even to a friend if he or she
was treated as a family.”

Chow said the ceremony could
not have been more timely because
Malaysia has always been known
as a peace-loving country.

He cited the peaceful transition
of power from Barisan Nasional to
Pakatan Harapan after the 14th
General Election last year as solid
proof of how much Malaysians
value their peace.

For CPFWPM to be founded

Family values
really matter

and based in Penang, Chow added
itmust have been a well-considered
decision as the state provided vi-
brant socioeconomic conditions for
NGOs (non-governmental organi-
sations) to thrive and to meet their
objectives.

“History has repeatedly proved
that peace does not fall from the
sky; the process towards attaining
it is time-consuming. Not to men-
tion the obstacles faced by right-
minded and peace-loving people.

“So, it’s a very challenging mis-
sion facing mankind. At CPFWPM,
all of us must renew our commit-
ment to global solidarity. To sustain
peace, we must build it every day,
in every society, with every man
and woman, by working together
towards a better common future.

“Justice will prevail, peace will
prevail, and the people will prevail
as long as each of us contributes our
fair bit towards our shared future.”

Chow was earlier welcomed to
the event by CPFWPM president
Nick Ng Shu Lin, its board of ad-
visers and committee members.

Also present were state execu-
tive councillors Chong Eng and
Soon Lip Chee, Batu Uban assem-
blyman A. Kumaresan, Teluk Air
Tawar assemblyman Mustafa Ka-
mal Ahmad, Perlis’ Indera Kayan-
gan assemblyman Gan Ay Ling and
CPFWP International adviser Prof
Hwang from South Korea.

There were also CPFWP repre-
sentatives from China, South Ko-
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Peace Malaysia.

rea, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Sin-
gapore.

Although CPFWPM sounds
Chinese, it has many members
from other races.

In his speech, Ng said CPFWPM
was inviting the public to take part
in promoting Chinese culture and
values.

“Worldwide, this organisation is
calling upon people everywhere to
draw upon these values to contrib-
ute towards world peace,” Ng said.

“At the same time, the group is
embracing diversity, as the compo-
sition of this meeting clearly shows.
This is because Chinese values do
not belong to the Chinese people
alone. They are universal values.

“Through the efforts of CP-
FWPM and like-minded people, I
believe we can restore family val-
ues and realise a peaceful society.
I hope through community-based
activities centred on family ethics
and morality, we can instil integrity
and strengthen national unity.”

Ramasamy with Bolden (third from left) and other guests at Tech Dome Penang in Komtar.

Former astronaut excites young minds

ABOUT 20 pupils, together
with some of their parents, got
the rare opportunity of meeting
former National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
(NASA) astronaut Charles
Frank Bolden Jr at Tech Dome

Penang in Komtar on June 14.

Bolden engaged the curios-
ity and imagination of the
young minds with his stories,
including the possible inter-
planetary travel between Earth
and Mars in 20 to 30 years’

time.

He also took questions from
them during the session.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister II Dr P. Ra-
masamy and other distin-
guished guests.

CHINESE PESPLES FEDERATIOMN FOH
WORLD FEAI.IZI' FMALAYELA (CPF WF"M;

Chow signing on a plaque to mark the inauguration of the Chinese People’s Federation for World

Yew (left) and Lian shaking hands while showing the MoU
signed between MBPP and IBM Malaysia as Jagdeep looks on.

MBPP, IBM ink deal for more
smart city initiatives

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) has signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) with
IBM Malaysia in an effort to ex-
pand its smart city initiatives and
enhance its delivery of public ser-
vices in the state.

The MoU was signed by MBPP
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang and
IBM managing director Catherine
Lian in Komtar on June 14 and it
was witnessed by State Housing,
Local Government, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh.

Speaking at the ceremony,
Jagdeep said the state government
has collaborated with technology
leaders, including IBM, to further
improve the quality of the services
such as solving city problems,
lessening energy and resources
consumption, and preparing the
city for future growth.

“Ibelieve that with the expertise
of technology leaders such as IBM,
such collaborations can help in our

journey to become a smart state.

“In order to become a smart
state, we (state government) have
completed several projects while
there are few others in progress or
close to completion,” said Jagdeep.

Under the terms of the MoU,
IBM will provide advisory, techni-
cal expertise and consultation
around four key technologies,
namely cloud computing, artificial
intelligence (Al), blockchain and
Internet of Things (IoT) which are
related to MBPP’s smart city im-
plementation.

According to Yew, MBPP is
confident that the collaboration
with IBM will help transform the
local government administration,
accelerate economic growth and
improve the quality of life of Pen-
angites.

IBM has helped cities such as
Almere (Netherlands), Lyon
(France) and Nuremberg (Germa-
ny) to improve the quality of their
public services.
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Move to
encourage

students to takew

up robotics

THE technology front is pro-
gressing very rapidly with new
innovations becoming a norm on
a regular basis.

Whatever academic subjects
students learn in school and uni-
versities today will likely be not
relevant in the near future.

“It is clear the education sys-
tem cannot change fast enough to
cope with this rapid development
in technology,” state Consumer
Affairs and Entrepreneur Devel-
opment Committee chairman
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain said
when he officiated the closing
ceremony of Robomania Sympo-
sium at Tech Dome in George
Town on June 15.

Also present was Tech Dome

chief executive officer Dr Khong
Yoon Loong.

Abdul Halim said the event
was aimed at preparing the young
for the future.

“An event like this is important
as it gives them the exposure that
is not available in schools,” said
Abdul Halim, who is also the
Batu Maung assemblyman.

Abdul Halim added that at a
time when enrolment in STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics) disciplines
was dropping in schools and
universities, it was good to know
that Penang has a place like Tech
Dome to inspire children in
STEM.

He also expressed his thanks

Raising autism awareness
through treasure hunt

TO create greater autism awareness
among the community, e-hailing
service provider Grab, Wellings
Pharmacy and LemmeLearn organ-
ised an “Autism Awareness Treas-
ure Hunt” on June 16.

The hunt started at the Lemme-
Learn Empowerment Centre in
Lorong Aman, Pulau Tikus, and
concluded with a prize giving cer-
emony at the Prestige Hotel Penang
in Gat Lebuh Gereja.

The ceremony was officiated by
Pulau Tikus assemblyman Chris
Lee Chun Kit.

Speaking at the ceremony, Lee
said all of us should take the respon-
sibility and provide opportunities to
autistic individuals to be independ-
ent.

“I am very pleased with Lem-
meLearn on their efforts in helping
our autistic brothers and sisters to
be empowered.

“It’s time to get rid of stigmas
and stereotypes and usher in a new
era of understanding and educa-
tion,” he said.

LemmeLearn, an inclusive vo-
cational training company that or-
ganises training for young adults
with autism, believes that people
with autism should be seen and

heard and find their valuable role in
society.

LemmeLearn founder Eileen
Soon added they were excited as the
treasurer hunt not only gave them
the chance to raise awareness, but
also encouraged the community to
open up to people with autism.

During the treasure hunt, there
were a total of five pit-stops around
George Town area, namely, Lem-
meLearn, Secawan Hutton, Haven
Harbour, Let’s Meat, and Wellings
Pharmacy, who are all community
conscious partners of the project.

Throughout the treasure hunt,
children with their families were
required to use Grab as their mode
of transportation to manoeuvre
through the city while completing
games which also involved booking
GrabFood and completing pay-
ments using GrabPay.

This gave the children the op-
portunity to experience using the
platform and encourage them to
utilise it as a daily tool to live inde-
pendently.

Through such a programme, the
organisers hope that it might edu-
cate everyone to advocate the ac-
ceptance and inclusiveness as well
as celebrate the autism community.
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(Front row, fifth from left) Abdul Halim, Khong with other guests and students getting together
for a group photograph at the Robomania symposium.

to UBTech, Kiwanis Penang Cen-
tral, the Education Department
and volunteers from Intel and
Greatech for their support to
make the symposium a success.

Khong said the prizes for the
robotics competition were do-

nated by UBTech, one of the top
10 robotics companies in the
world.

He added that the competition,
attracting 628 participants from
314 teams, has made it to the
Malaysia Book of Records as the

largest interactive robotics learn-
ing in a single event.

Robomania 2019 was held
over two days on June 14 and 15
at Tech Dome Penang to encour-
age students to be interested in
STEM using robotics.
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Chow (fifth from left)
and Yeoh (sixth from
left) promoting the
esports festival that
Penang will host
in September. With
them are (from left)
Dr Afif, Ooi, Soon,
Jagdeep, Phee,
Abdul Halim and
Chin.

inroads

ESPORTS or clectronic sports is going big time
in Penang when the Penang Esports Festival (PEF)
2019 is held for the first time on Sept 7 and 8 at
the Setia SPICE Arena.

Tourism Development, Arts, Culture and Herit-

Email to age Committee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said PEF

E DA Y 5 U F bizdev@sozo.sg would offer RM75,000 in prize money.
for further enquiries. Esports is one of the fastest growing revenue
EXE’ T’NE streams in the Southeast Asian market with an
estimated US$40 million (RM165m) worth by the
FUN A NE year 2020 in advertising and sponsorship, mer-
chandising and ticketing, as well as media rights.
“PEF strives to tap into this market and become
E A M E S one of the top esports events in the region, target-
ing over 10 million esports fans in Malaysia and

) ) > beyond.

“PEF also aims to position Penang as the gam-
ing and esports hub in Malaysia while promoting
Penang as a top tourist destination for the youth,”
Yeoh told a press conference in Komtar on June
12.

Also present at the press conference were Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, state executive council-
lors Phee Boon Poh, Jagdeep Singh, Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain, Dr Afif Bahardin and Soon Lip

Chee, Penang Global Tourism chief executive of-
p&NA NG ficer Ooi Chok Yan and Sozo Pte Ltd managing

director Shawn Chin.

At the PEF, participants will compete in popular
games such as Street Fighter V: Arcade Edition,
TEKKEN 7, Super Smash Bros, Ultimate, SOUL-
CALIBUR VI, FIFA 19, Pro Evolution Soccer 2019

and more.
F E s T I V A 'L For those who are unable to witness the tourna-

ment, there will be live streaming of selected
mobile game and fighting game matches made
available via Twitch, a live streaming platform for
gamers.

“It will enable gaming fans to partake and dis-
cuss the matches being played at PEF simultane-
ously where an estimated 20,000 viewers are ex-

0 7 —— 0 8 pected to connect live then,” Yeoh added.

Organised by Sozo Pte Ltd, the inaugural PEF
5 E P -ll E “ 2019 is presented by the state government with the
support of PETACH (state Tourism, Arts, Culture

2019 & Heritage office) and Penang Global Tourism.

The partners of the festival are Eliphant, Flash
Vision Esport, GameStart Asia and Kitamen.

The organisers are also lining up several events
P E N A N E" E 5' P g R T 5 E' D M to delight the fans, such as enabling them to take
: part in stage talks, business seminars, networking
sessions to learn from major gaming industry
personalities and esports athletes.

Fans can also have the chance to meet popular

PENANG SETIA SPICE ARENA

I R e . L i = cosplayers like Hiko (Taiwan), Clarissa Punipun
1 ) (Indonesia) and Ying Tze (Malaysia).
E{'“;‘ W EETACH ' %Pﬁnﬁﬂg :@ZO m a ﬂ KITAMEN For further details, call Shawn Chin (+65 9109

5128) or email shawn@sozo.sg or Lyana Lim (+65
9185 0454) or email lyana@sozo.sg.
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Open Studios
Penang
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‘exuberant’
arts event

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter
Pix by Alvie Cheng

APPRECIATION ofarts is vital
for a society to grow as it stretches
one’s mind beyond the things that
we can perceive with our senses.

As such, in a bid to spread the
love for arts , a group of volunteers
together with artists and art lovers
joined hands to initiate the “Open
Studios Penang”, a three-day festi-
val themed “Bringing Art Togeth-
er”.

The event was held from June

14 till June 16 at various places on
Penang island such as the China-
House, Gudang Cafe, Viva Victoria,
City Hall, Hin Bus Depot and many
other places.

It was aimed at enhancing Pen-
ang’s arts scene by having exhibi-
tions, workshops and talks with
regards to arts.

Tourism Development, Herit-
age, Culture and Arts committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin hoped
that the Open Studios Penang could
become an annual event.

“We want to position Penang as
the creative hub of the region. This

Yeoh receiving a painting from Open Studios Penang graphic designer Maria Pillar at the exibi-tion

launch. It was drawn by Madeleine Ekelblad (right).

is a platform for local artists to in-
teract with foreign artists to nurture
art development in Penang,” said
Yeoh during his speech at the offi-
cial launch of the event on June 13
at the Viva Victoria, Victoria
Street.

“The team of volunteers who
have dedicated their free time to put
this all together and the artists who
have invested their own time and
energy for the exhibition should be
applauded.

Lim (fifth from left) and Chow (sixth from left) with other VIP guests at the grand opening of Hotayi Batu
Kawan.

Hotayi celebrates grand opening

HOTAYI Electronic (M) Sdn
Bhd celebrated its grand opening
on June 15 with a RM1 billion
investment at its well-equipped
350,000sq ft production facility
in Batu Kawan, Penang.

The company now employs
850 people.

Hotayi’s new plant, which
adopts the concept of Industry 4.0
in its operations, hires skilled
workers and cultivates new engi-
neering talents.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who officiated the ceremo-
ny, said Hotayi chose to reinvest
and deepen its roots in the state
like many other companies.

“I was told that Hotayi has
brought the latest technologies
such as car plate and facial rec-
ognition, rainwater harvesting

and building management system
into its facilities design.

“I am proud to highlight that
based on Malaysian Investment
Development Authority (MI-
DA’s) latest figures, Penang has
attracted RM8.8 billion of total
approved manufacturing invest-
ments from January to March
2019. Penang leads other states
in foreign direct investment (FDI)
as well.

“I must give credit to Hotayi
on its building design that com-
prises smart, green and nature
elements as well,” Chow said in
his speech.

“Hotayi has grown tremen-
dously since 1994 and the com-
pany has recognised Penang as
an ideal location to embrace its
next growth phase.”

Hotayi managing director Goh
Guek Eng added the company was
providing its highest excellent
manufacturing services in Penang
as well as to the global market.

“Hotayi provides a fantastic,
comfortable working environ-
ment, concealed car park and
many wonderful views,” she said.

It is learnt that Hotayi may
expand its phase two in one to
two years.

Also were present were Fi-
nance Minister Lim Guan Eng
and his wife Betty Chew, Penang
Island City Council mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang, Seberang Perai
Municipal Council president
Datuk Rozali Mohamud, several
assemblymen, heads of various
departments and agencies and
other invited guests.

“They should be congratulated
for their impressive contribution to
Penang’s art calendar,” he added.

The art pieces consisted of
works on paper, sculpture, jewel-
lery, photography and also painting.

The line-up of artists included
Malaysians Datuk Chong Hon Fatt
and Ch’ng Kiah Kiean and also

leading Vietnamese artists Ha
Manh Thang and Pham Huy
Thong as well as other artists
across the globe.

Some 100 artists from Aus-
tralia, Sweden, India, Bulgaria,
UK, US, Denmark, Singapore, and
Vietnam also took part in the
event.

Thank you, Putrajaya

THE Penang government will be
submitting its application to Putra-
jaya to seek an allocation to fund
the Penang Transport Master Plan
(PTMP) once the necessary approv-
als are obtained.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the state welcomed the state-
ment by Finance Minister Lim
Guan Eng who had said that the
Federal Government would con-
sider funding for PTMP if asked.

“We will submit our application
to the Federal Government to fi-
nance some of the PTMP projects,
in particular, the light rail transit
(LRT) project.

“Public transport is under federal
jurisdiction and LRT is a public
transport. The Federal Government
has been supporting rail projects in
terms of funding in the Klang Valley.

“So, it is quite natural that the
LRT project in Penang, being a
public transport project, should also
receive funds from the ministry and
the Federal Government.

“We understand that the funding
will not be in a lump sum but over
the duration of the construction pe-
riod; so as not to burden the Federal
Government.

“The Federal Government has a
lot of projects to support in the
country,” Chow told a press confer-
ence in Komtar on June 17. Chow
said that the federal government
would consider a progressive dis-
bursement of funds.

Chow said that the federal gov-
ermnment would consider a progres-
sive disbursement of funds.

He also said that the Penang
South Reclamation (PSR) project

was necessary; not only to finance
the PTMP butalso to drive the state’s
economic development in the future.

“We need land for future devel-
opment.

“We can relook the scale of the
PSR project if we have the funding
from the Federal Government. The
size of the land to be reclaimed can
be relooked, but the PSR project is
still needed.

“Penang is a key contributor to
Malaysia’s foreign direct investment
(FDI). The state’s FDI for January
to March this year represented 42%
of Malaysia’s total FDL

“It is important that Penang con-
tinues to grow its economy espe-
cially in the electrical and electronics
(E&E) sector,” he said.

Chow added that the approval for
the PSR must first be obtained be-
fore the approval for the LRT could
be given.

He also welcomed Economic
Affairs Minister Datuk Seri Mo-
hamed Azmin Ali’s statement that
the federal and the Penang govern-
ments must work closely to ensure
the needs of Penangites are guaran-
teed and given attention.

The press conference was held
after the state presented mock
cheques to district education officers
in Komtar.

The state government allocated
RM3 million for 170 national pri-
mary schools and secondary schools
to carry out maintenance and repair
works.

Also present were Deputy Chief
Minister II Prof Dr P. Ramasamy
and state Education director Dr
Mahanom Mat Sam.



Phee wants containers filled with plastic waste that were stranded in Butterworth to be
sent back to the country of origin.
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KESELAMATAN DAN KUALITI MAKAMAN

PANDUAN ASAS
PENYIMPANAN MAKANAN

anan Sejuk

':.:fjl BKKMHQ ’tﬁ BKKMPutrajaya

- Ikan dan daging disimpan

dalam bekas plastik kedap
udara baoi menoelakkan
kekeringan dan bau ikan
pada makanan lain

» Jangan simpan ikan dan

daging dalam ruang pendingin

(chiller) (0°C - 2°C) melebihi
3 hari

« Simpan telur dan susu di
ruang pendingin (chiller)
(Sunu 0°C - 4°C) bagi
menoelakkan bakteria

» Simpan makanan masak

di bahagian atas ruang dingin

(chiller) dan makanan
mentah di bahagian bawah

- Simpan makanan masak
dan makanan mentah
disimpan dalam bekas
bertutup

« Sayur-sayuran dan buan-

buahan dibasuh, dikeringkan

dan disimpan dalam ruang
sayur dalam peti sejuk

CMUTINRT

Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

PENANG will continue its
crackdown on illegal plastic waste
processing facilities, says state
Welfare, Caring Society and En-
vironment Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh.

He said enforcement was ongo-
ing as they have been visiting
those factories without a permit for
recycling the materials.

“We asked them to shut down
and after they had shut down, they
moved to other places. We're
keeping track of them, like those
in Sungai Petani, Gurun and
Kulim. We informed our counter-
parts that these factories have
shifted,” Phee told reporters in
Komtar on June 12.

“It’s not the government that
shifted them,; it’s on their own. We
did not shoo them away. We did
our enforcement part under the
state’s jurisdiction.

“We told them enough is
enough, you want to operate in
Penang, please follow the house
rules. It’s so tight that so many of
them are not able to carry on. They
voluntarily closed down. They
have to close down. We go by the
book.”

Phee was asked about the shift-
ing of the plastic waste to Kedah
after the operators in Penang were
ordered to shut down during a
press conference in Komtar.

The press conference was held
by Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow to announce three matters
— the Penang Esports Festival
2019, the Doctor on Call mobile
application and the RM8.8 billion
of total approved manufacturing
investment recorded by the state
in the first quarter of this year.

Phee said they have received
instruction from the Ministry of
Energy, Science, Technology,
Environment and Climate Change
to conduct a full investigation on
the 265 containers filled with plas-
tic waste stranded at the North
Butterworth Container Terminal
last month.

“After the investigation, those
that have to be sent back (to the
country of origin) will be sent
back. We want the government to
give us the assurance that when the
consignment is sent back, it will
arrive at the port of landing,” said
Phee.

“Of course, I welcome the rep-
resentatives of the countries that
have been named to come forward
and talk to us. Legally or morally,
they have got to be responsible.
One representative came and when
we showed her the evidence, she
fully agreed some are municipal
waste.”
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Japanese beauty queen to
headline Bon Odori 2019

Story By K. Thaarshenii
Pix by Alissala Thian

MISS Universe Japan 2018
Yuumi Kato will be making a
special appearance at the Pen-
ang Bon Odori 2019 this month.

The 22-year-old from Nago-
ya, who now works as a model,
actress and reporter, has been
invited to crown the Miss Pen-
ang Bon Odori 2019 at the
Queensbay Mall outdoor car
park on July 20 (7.45pm-
8.45pm).

“She will be our special
guest. The contest is part of the
state’s effort to rebrand and
bring the event to another lev-
el,” Tourism Development,
Heritage, Culture and Arts Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
told a press conference in
Komtar on June 13.

“The festival will serve as a
platform to promote Japanese
culture and enhance the friend-
ship between Japanese people
and Penangites.”

Ironically, Yuumi has part of
her roots in Malaysia.

After growing up in Japan for
five years, her parents decided
to move to Malaysia. So, be-
tween the age of five and 15, she
grew up in Malaysia and this
made her become a multi-lin-
gual person who speaks in Japa-
nese, Chinese, English and
Malay.

In Malaysia, Yuumi is also
well-known as “Mikan” for a
character she played in Malay

comedy series “J.K.K.” which
aired previously on TV3.

Then, from age 15 to 18, she
went to Matsuo-ryu (tea cere-
mony organisation) in Japan to
study Japanese traditional cul-
ture and tea servings.

At age 19, she ventured into
a modelling career on her own.
In March 2018, Yuumi became
more famous when she was
crowned as Miss Universe Japan
and represented her country in
the beauty pageant in Bangkok.

Also present at the press con-
ference were the Consul-Gener-
al of Japan to Penang Shin-
ichiro Kanoya, Penang Japanese
Association (PJA) secretary-
general So Takayoshi and other
invited guests.

The festival, in its 23rd edi-
tion, is jointly organised by the
Penang Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture & Heritage office
and the Japanese Consulate-
General office.

Besides Yuumi, there will be
another Japanese celebrity — co-
median cum actor Zenjiro — at
the Penang Bon Odori 2019

Kanoya said Zenjiro would
be the guest master of ceremony
at the Penang Bon Odori 2019.

He has won numerous pres-
tigious prizes with his perfor-
mance in English, Japanese and
Korean. More recently, he won
the Stand-up Bangkok Interna-
tional Comedy Competition in
2015 and fourth place in the
Sacramento Stand-up Competi-

1|

tion in 2016.

Kanoya said there would be
other exciting programmes such
as a Ryukyu-Koku Matsuri-
Daiko drumming ensemble
comprising 12 performers.

They had featured at the Na-
tional Theater of Japan in Tokyo
and at Carnegie Hall and were
included in the line-up of the
1998 Nagani Olympics Cultural
Arts Festival.

Another group, the Ryukyu
Breeze with Kachimba, will
come with eight performers to
present various styles of dance.

The fusion of dynamic live
music by Kachimba and creative
dance by Ryukyu Breeze will
surely bring excitement to the
Bon Odori stage.

Yeoh (centre), Kanoya (second from right) and other committee members with a poster of the Penang

Bon Odori festival 2019.

Penang Hospital operation theatres functioning again

PATIENTS waiting to un-
dergo operations at the Penang
Hospital will be much relieved
as the upgrading works for its
operation theatres have been
completed.

Agriculture and Agro-based
Industry, Rural Development
and Health Committee chair-
man Dr Afif Bahardin said the
waiting time for sick patients
would now be reduced with
completion of the works.

He said many patients pre-
viously needed to travel all the
way to Bukit Mertajam, Kepa-
la Batas and Seberang Jaya
government hospitals for sur-
geries to be carried out due to

Dr Afif checking equipment at the new operation theatre in Penang

Hospital.

the upgrading process.

However, with the new op-
erating rooms ready now, it
will greatly benefit the island-
ers.

“Everything is past now as
the project is fully completed,”
he told reporters after visiting
Penang Hospital on June 13.

The upgrading project is
part of the second phase of
Penang Hospital refurbish-
ment works which started on
Feb 17, 2016.

It involved other work
scopes like the upgrading of
air-conditioning system and
electric system at the operation
theatres.

Also don’t miss the animation
dance by the two-member team
from Qualia, which involves
attempts to imitate a dancing
robot and the famous Michael
Jackson move, “Moonwalk”.

The crowd will also be treat-
ed to a Wadaiko drum perfor-
mance by Penang Japanese
School and a Bon-Odori dance
by Penang Japanese Associa-
tion, Malaysian Japanese Soci-
ety and Penang Japanese Lan-
guage Society.

Local students will also get
into action, with the SM Sultan
Abdul Halim (Kedah) and SM
Sains Kepala Batas teams slated
to perform the Yosakoi dance.

Towards the end of the event,
a fireworks display will be held
at 10pm before it concludes with
a lucky draw.

No plans to submit
application for
Pulau Jerejak as
Unesco heritage site

THE Penang government is not
planning to submit any applica-
tion to the Federal Government
to propose for Pulau Jerejak to
be made a Unesco World Herit-
age Site.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state has not dis-
cussed the matter and there would
not be any submission for the time
being.

“We have not discussed the mat-
ter. There won’t be any submission
for the time being,” he said when
asked by a reporter on June 12.

Pulau Jerejak is an islet off
Penang island which was once
known as the “Alcatraz of Malay-
sia”.

It was once a restricted island
for prisoners and victims of conta-
gious diseases.

Meanwhile, it was reported that
the Sungai Buloh Leprosy Control
Centre was on the “tentative list”
to be included in the Unesco World
Heritage List.

Tourism, Arts and Culture Min-
ister Datuk Mohamaddin Ketapi
was reported as saying that the
application to turn Sungai Buloh
Leprosy Control Centre into a
Unesco World Heritage Site was
submitted on Jan 17.



riders hope
for better

quality of life

THE George Town World Her-
itage site has so many attrac-
tions which one cannot afford
to miss, ranging from food, arts,
streets, buildings, and the list
goes on.

Zooming into places like

born and bred in Penang, said he
works around eight hours per day.

“I work from morning till
evening around 7pm and this is
what I have been doing for the
past 35 years,” said Tan, who is
single.

Penang Road and Armenian
Street, apart from the beautiful
street art and hawker stalls of-
fering Penang’s flavour, we can
easily spot unique looking ve-
hicles being pedalled around
town.

It is none other than the
iconic trishaw or more fondly
known as “beca” in Penang
which is a legacy that Penang
still preserves as it enlivens the
whole atmosphere of the herit-
age site.

In the bid to get closer to the
trishaw riders, the Buletin Mu-
tiara team went on the ground
specifically at Armenian Street
and interacted with them.

Most of them were reluctant
to speak as they were more fo-
cused on getting customers for
the day.

But among them, two trishaw
riders gave the team an opportu-
nity to get to know about them
and some their profession.

Tan Ah Seng. 72, who was
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“I get passengers from Ma-
laysia as well as other coun-
tries. My income per month
sometimes can reach RM 1,000
or RM2,000, depending on
demand.

“Perhaps our trishaw,
which is ‘our rice bowl’ can
be beautified to help us attract
more customers,” he added.

Another rider who wished
to be known only as Ramli
gave a warm smile as he was
approached.

Ramli, who hails from Ipoh,
is 67 and is married with two
children (aged 25 and 22).

His wife is a homemaker.

“My daily earnings would
come to around RM30 to
RM50 and sometimes nothing
at all. The salary for a month
is not fixed, it ranges from
RM200 to RM1,000,” he said.

“Certain months like Janu-
ary, February, October, No-
vember and December can
yield a good income,” he said.

He shared on the need to
have an association or a club
to take care of the welfare of
the trishaw riders.

“The association or the
club can serve as a place
where we can share our prob-
lems.

“We will be definitely hap-
py if things are done to en-
hance our quality of life such
as helping us to beautify our
trishaws,” he added.

Both Ramli and Tan said
they receive a monthly incen-
tive of RM100 from the state
government.
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AS the final curtain fell on the
Olympic Carnival in Penang on
June 23 after 12 days of sports
and events, the closing ceremony
was held in a spectacular manner
with the recently-retired national
badminton icon Datuk Lee
Chong Wei taking part in the
Torch Run.

This significant event also saw
2018 Youth Olympic Games
badminton champion Goh Jin
Wei and some former Penang
Olympians taking part as torch-
bearers.

Among them were Datuk T.
Krishnan, Keevan Raj, Takbir
Ahmad Nazir, Cheng Chu Sian
and Jiwa Mohan.

When Lee received the torch
from 2016 Rio Olympics silver
medalist Chan Peng Soon, the
badminton legend who was the
final torchbearer walked around
the Esplanade field before step-
ping onto the stage.

The flame was then extin-
guished, marking the end of the
Penang Olympic Carnival which
started from June 12 to 23.

The camival was a celebration
held in conjunction with the Tokyo
Olympics next year.

Four sports, namely badminton,
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Penang Olympic Carnival
ends with a bang

s 1]

(2]

T -

Lee officially extinguishes the flame in the presence of Chow, Soon (right) and Abdul Azim (left) in the closing ceremony of Penang

Olympic Carnival at Esplanade.

sepak takraw, tenpin bowling and
volleyball, were held during the
carnival.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, in his speech, said the suc-
cess of this celebration would be-
come a stepping stone for the state

k.

i "

a4 *V |
R NE y

ok

-4l

government to organise other
sports events in the future.

He said this event has also be-
come a platform for Penangites to
be part of this Olympic movement
to nurture the younger generation
to take up sports.
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Participants taking their time to enjoy the short walking distance with their family and loved ones.
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A huge group of participants waiting anxiously for the walk to start at Esplanade.

Wong (centre) with her mother Tan Po Sian (left) and her sister
Wong Bee Heap showing off their medals after completing the walk.

Chow also urged the people to
support the Malaysian contingent
at the Tokyo Olympics.

“Our Malaysian contingent’s
chef-de-mission for the Games next
year is none other than Datuk Lee
Chong Wei,” he said, receiving
cheers from the crowd at the Espla-
nade.

Chow also expressed his grati-
tude to the Olympic Council of
Malaysia (OCM) for choosing
Penang as the host for this carnival.

State Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee said
the carnival had received over-
whelming response from all walks
of life.

“We are proud of this feat,”
Soon added.

A series of programmes for the
public were also held at the end of
the event.

These included table tennis,
skateboard and mini Olympic
Sports.

There were also stage shows and
lucky draw sessions.

Earlier, Chow and his wife Tan

Lean Kee joined the Skm Family
Fun Walk with more than 10,000
participants.

Marketing director Wong Bee
Kee, 51, was delighted to join the
walk with her family and friends.

“The event is unique and fami-
ly-oriented. We really enjoyed it.

“The routes were well-planned
and managed. I have taken part in
many walks before, and this was
really fun,” she said, adding that
the organiser of the event also
prioritised the safety of the par-
ticipants.

Wong hoped that the state
would continue to organise more
such events.

The family fun walk passed
through Light Street, Leith Street,
Penang Road, Campbell Street,
Buckingham Street, Acheen Street
and Beach Street, before heading
back to Light Street.

Also present were OCM depu-
ty president Datuk Seri Abdul
Azim Mohd Zabidi and OCM
secretary-general Datuk Mohd
Nazifuddin Najib.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

ET% 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL

YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG
N.01 PENAGA

No Tel/ No Faks

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

ET% 04 -383 9131
F) 04 - 383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 -262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

M

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman (T

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz
ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

ET% 04 -390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim

(M

N.0O1 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh
novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37 @gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

m 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato' Jasmin Mohamad
jmmohamed002@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak
ysiregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

U]

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

ET‘ 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-576 7606

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013 -399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lorahim
n2]ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

(M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

8 PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Selberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

@ www.georgetownfestival.com

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
KANAK-KANAK
CAP 04-829 9511
BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

Kalendar Pelancongan

A FESTIVAL FOR EVERYOME

@) George Town Festival

13hb - 28hb Julai 2019

George Town Festival 2019




SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MPSP 2019
Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390

A'ziss Zainal Abiddin 017 - 938 9192
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397
Pakianathan

Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2229
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113
Kirupanantha

Johnson a/I 012 - 424 5745
Anthonysamy

Kang Yau Chuang 010 - 829 3904

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
Kewarganegaraan
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai 019 -457 2271
Tengah
5. Vadi Velan A/L Seberang Perai 011 - 1144 1816
Subramaniam Selatan
Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

Khong Chee Seong

011 -1522 6628

MBPP 2019 .
Nama Telefon
MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818

Kumaran A/L Krishnan

012 - 464 4697

Aidi Akhbal Mohamed Zainon

012 - 464 3004

Marshidaliza Marzuki

011 - 3929 9023

Azahari Aris

016 - 499 2580

Azli Ibrahim

011 - 2432 9007

Dr. Chee Heng Leng

017 - 333 9366

Francis a/l Joseph

012-474 3321

Gerald Mak Mun Keong

Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013-770 1001
Nasir 013 - 503 3349
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456
Mohamad Nor

Mohamad Akmal Azhar 019 -518 5145
Ong Jing Cheng 012 -758 3779

016 - 445 5709

Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571

Harvindar Singh a/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250
Singh

Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276
Latifah Hussainsa 013 -436 1999

Nurliyana Mohd Ramzi

011 - 3922 4080

Nur Zarina Zakaria

011 -1578 5098

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
016 - 452 6499 !
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Ong Kean Peng 012-629 1133 !
Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 5100075
Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 463 2787
Shahrudin Mohamed Sharriff 012 - 428 3160
Shung Yin Ni 012 - 413 9246

Tan Hooi Peng

012 - 498 6212

Ooi Yong Wooi 016-421 1196
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-3807672
Tan Chee Teong 012 -4017718
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101
Tengku Rasidah Tengku 019 - 4731323
Kamarudin

Wong Chee Keet 012-4511312
Zaini Awang 019 - 546 3115
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Tan Seng Keat 012-438 6191
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Vino Dini a/p Chandragason 016 - 439 9358
Pitchy

Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121
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Kedah to get
Penang-style
digital library

FOLLOWING the success of the
Penang Digital Library, Kedah is set
to have a similar one next year.

Finance Minister Lim Guan Eng
said the Federal Government,
through the Northern Corridor Im-
plementation Authority (NCIA),
would spend RM15 million to es-
tablish the digital library modelled
after the Penang Digital Library.

“The Penang Digital Library was
an initiative started by the state
government and now runs 24 hours
the whole day. It is the first of its kind
in Malaysia. I am happy to announce
that a similar digital library will be
established in Alor Star,” Lim told a
press conference at the Penang
Digital Library 2 in Jalan Masjid
Negeri on June 1.

“We will use the same architect

or else the project will cost more.
Whatever is good (in Penang) can
be used as a model for other states.
The digital library has proved to be
very successful with overwhelming
response.

“The digital library in Kedah will
be implemented by NCIA and will
be bigger as it has more land space.
We will seek private partnership
with Kulim hi-tech firms through
their CSR (corporate social respon-
sibility) to provide the software and
other support. Private partnership is
important. Keysight Technologies is
the technology partner in Penang.”

Lim added that NCIA has plans
for several other projects for the four
northern states of Penang, Kedah,
Perlis and Perak.

“We want to leverage on the ex-

isting advantages of Penang in terms
of manufacturing, services and hi-
tech so that we can expand not just
the economic potential but also the
business opportunity as well as in-
vestment in this region,” he said.

Also present at the press confer-
ence were NCIA chief executive
officer Datuk Seri Jebasingam Is-
sace John, head of Penang and
Perak NCIA Jariyah Hashim and
Penang Port Commission chairman
Jeffrey Chew Gim Ean.

Jebasingam said the project for
the Kedah digital library would
commence in the first quarter of next
year and complete at the end of next
year.

“There will be an old building

'ﬁ[ixa L|brary 20
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and a new building just like the one
in Penang. The concept is the same,”
he said.

He also briefed reporters on three
ongoing projects being carried out
by NCIA in Penang, namely CREST
(Collaborative Research In Engi-
neering Science and Technology
Centre), Centre of Excellence
(TEST) at NCIA Technology Centre
and Penang Port Expansion Plan
(Private Initiative).

He said CREST, located in Bukit
Jambul, was an industry-led col-
laborative platform for market
driven R&D into enabling Malaysia
towards a high income nation and
also to facilitate the adoption of IR
4.0 for SME companies.

On TEST centre, Jebasingam
said they already had a building in
Bayan Lepas for the purpose but it
would need to be equipped with
proper software.

He said the TEST centre, when
ready, could be used to introduce
smart farming via high technology
to improve the crop’s yield.

Similarly, Jebasingam added that
technology too would play a big role
in developing the Penang port.

Chew said the Penang port has
been one of the oldest in the world
but to be “future ready”, it must
embrace new technologies and al-
low current workers to be skilled so
that they could embrace the new
challenges.

Welcome to join orchestra

PRIVATE music lessons are
not cheap nowadays but inter-
ested children from the middle
income and lower income
groups can still have an oppor-
tunity to pick up some instru-
ment skills by joining the Tan-
jung Bungah Community Or-
chestra class.

Each participant is charged a
subsidised fee of RM60 per
month for twice-weekly lessons
conducted every Thursday and
Friday at the Tanjung Bungah
MBPP market complex. The
class is organised by Sungai
Emas Village Community Man-
agement Council (Sungai Emas
MPKK).

This is made possible by Tan-
jung Bungah assemblyman
Zairil Khir Johari, who has al-
located RM 12,000 a year to the
orchestra. There are currently 36
participants.

“The class is open to Malay-
sians from seven years old and
above. We don’t want it to be
free. We want them to be com-
mitted,” Zairil, who is also the
state Public Works, Utilities and
Flood Mitigation Committee
chairman, told a press confer-
ence in Komtar on May 31.

“They can learn to play the
guitar, ukulele, piano, drum, vio-
lin, viola, cello or join the Junior
Orchestra or music theory.

T ™ ’

Finjaman Pendidikan Kerajaan Negeri Pulau
Pinang diwujudkan pada tahun 1970 bertujuan
untuk memberi pinfaman pendidikan tnggl
kepada warganegara Malaysia yang lahir atau
menerima sebahagian daripada pelajaran
mereka dl Pulau Pinang
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Zairil (second from right) together with (from left) Beng Hoe, Ee Har and Khor showing the posters to
promote the Tanjung Bungah Community Orchestra classes.

“There are a lot of talented
future musicians. Sometimes,
they don’t have the opportunity
to learn how to play the instru-
ments. Moreover, here is a
chance for them to play in an
orchestra.”

Zairil, who has previously
donated his piano to the orches-
tra, said sponsors are welcome to
donate musical instruments too.

The programme was started
in 2012 and was enhanced by
introducing an orchestra in 2015.
But the event today was to re-
structure it so that more people
would be aware and join the
classes.

Also present at the press con-

ference were the orchestra con-
ductor Khor Kar Hoe, Sungai
Emas MPKK secretary Tan Ee
Har and Sungai Emas MPKK
committee member Tan Beng
Hoe.

The programme is supported
by anon-governmental organisa-
tion, called Zero Orchestra (with
tagline Zero to Hero), which has
been organising the ‘Music Flows
in You’ concert since 2016 to
raise funds for charity. This
year’s ‘Music Flows in You 2019’
will be held at the Dewan Sri
Pinang on Nov 30.

Khor said students have to
bring their own instrument when
attending classes except for those

taking the piano and drum les-
sons. He said they could accom-
modate a maximum of 20 stu-
dents for each class but only a
maximum of four for the drum
lessons.

On Thursday, the classes are
for drum (6pm-6.45pm), violin/
viola/cello (6.45pm-7.30pm),
Junior Orchestra (7.30pm-
8.10pm) while on Friday, the
classes are for piano (7pm-
7.45pm/7.45pm-8.30pm), music
theory (7pm-7.45pm/7.45pm-

8.30pm), ukulele/guitar
(8.30pm-9.15pm/9.15pm-
10pm).

For further details, contact
016-214 2248 or 04-890 3866.
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Happy families " | .
mean happy state:

INDIVIDUALS who have strong
emotional and psychological sup-
port from their family tend to excel
in life and, in turn, have more ca-
pacity to contribute to their state and
country, says Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow.

He was speaking during the
inaugural state-level Family Day
celebration at Universiti Sains Ma-
laysia on June 15 and thanking
those who took part.

“It is you, who have chosen to
“vote” for a state that treats families
as fundamental blocks of a happy
society by attending and supporting
this event,” Chow said in his
speech.

He said those with strong moral
support from their family are gener-
ally more confident and have a
positive outlook on life.

Herecalled that when he launched
the Penang2030 vision nearly 10
months ago, the emphasis was on
‘A Family-Focused Green and
Smart State that Inspires the Nation’.

i

“That is why it is the responsi-
bility of all of us to create that en-
vironment to ensure our children
have that opportunity to thrive in
life.

“But I cannot do it on my own.
This Penang2030 vision is collec-
tively owned by every citizen of
Penang. Thus, I would like to take
this opportunity to urge that every
Penangite to take ownership of this
responsibility and lead by example
to achieve this common goal of
ours.”

As an example, Chow said af-
firmation for children is also very
important, like saying well done for
something as simple as cleaning
home or for good performance at
school.

“We’re building this state so that
our children, their children and their
children’s children may enjoy what
we enjoy today and more,” said
Chow, adding that he hoped the
participants would go home with
family bonds stronger than ever.

Chow said he was proud to see
that Chong Eng, the state executive
councillor for Women and Family
Development, Gender Inclusive-
ness, and Religions Other Than
Islam, together with the Penang
Women’s Development Corpora-
tion (PWDC) creating more plat-
forms for public involvement and
organising the Family Day.

The main activities of the Fam-
ily Day celebration were two ses-
sions of interactive activities, two
sessions of forum for two genera-
tions, and two sessions of storytell-
ing in four languages.

Chong Eng said the celebration,
with a very appropriate theme ‘Cel-

Children in different costumes performing a vibrant dance at the Family Day Celebration.

ebrating Families’, was aimed at
creating a space for family mem-
bers to spend precious moments
together to foster and enhance
bonds among each other.

“More importantly, it also serves
as a reminder for parents to give
time for their children who need
them the most.

“As parents or guardians to our
children, it is our responsibility to
educate, support and motivate them
so that they are empowered and
confident to live their dreams,”
Chong Eng said.

She said one exciting pro-
gramme in the works was to set up
a Family Square, hopefully in

—— -

every constituency, so that there
would be a place for family activi-
ties to cater to all family members.

“It should be a place that is smart
with high-technology facilities and
yet green with environmental-
friendly consumption,” she said.

Among those present at the Fam-
ily Day Celebration were Batu
Kawan MP Kasthuriraani Patto,
Sungai Pinang assemblyman Lim
Siew Khim, Bukit Tambun assem-
blyman Goh Choon Aik, Seberang
Perai Municipal Council secretary
Rosnani Mahmood, PWDC chief
executive officer Ong Bee Leng and
Family Day technical chairman
Jery Yeoh Hooi Seng.

THE

AN

HAK MILIK KEKAL

R

Kendominivm Moden

The Zen, kediaman yang
diranti bagi abad ke-21
dengan kesaimbangan darl
segi kemampuan, praktibal
dan astetika; e LN

GECORGETOWMN

GLIRNEY

Tesco

¥-Gute

GELLMGOR

JAMBATAN
PLILAU PINAMNG

ZENs

L o
el Clam
¢ potl Fubmi I

BUKIT JAMBLIL

o Cat Bkl b [y WA
bl B e et Bl Memin ity
BAaYANBARY
oy [ ST — 70N
] PERINDLISTRIAMN
Py B BEHAS L
Gt o Asia Greﬂl"l GHDUP
LAPAMGAN Asin Greon Constnuction Sdn Bhd e :
TERBANG JAMBATAN WA Ialhy Silat ife’ Pt Pang | T BAEH [ 04-207 2222 | F 04 - 2871 2318
AMTARABAMGSA KEDUA rpoh B 7] MO - VI o Proreral e & ey V00T 3-4Y B NEHUT MO0 + Tmemnok: Safe: TRV 1T - HECTLGNEE o+ Jovin Pagangae Tanes: Gan sk
ULALL PINANG FLILALI BINAMG i Marhac + P MarkLans Fang Weionie Kisis Tandanso Puisy Piuang » 8. Ssbisen Paisn flargunan, W PPSORCETRIE T b Ketdoasn
PULAL PINANG 1 + B Prmmguasn Prnsmsnan: Trs 2an Riomas Mamps Wi + Tacih Dijangka Sap: (s 2021+ dsnis S S bsmps S8 + Samigs Link- VP00 L &
U 300,000 D3 | - B W0 IGO0 Mdaked «




JULY 1-—15,2019

Using arts for a noble

Story and Pix by
Tanushalini Moroter

NEARLY 25 artists contributed
their art pieces to help raise funds
for the Federation of Malaysia
Thalassaemia Societies (FMTS)
as well as to create awareness on
the ailment.

A total of 174 of artworks are
currently being displayed (June
8- July 6) at the “Art for Goodwill
Charity Auction” at the Penang-
pac, Straits Quay organised by the
Friends of Goodwill.

“Projects such as this are al-
ways welcomed, apart from
championing for a good cause it
also provides a platform for our
local artists both amateurs and
professionals,” said Bukit Bend-
era MP Wong Hon Wai during his
opening speech at the launch of
the event on June 9.

“On top of admiring the art
pieces, please take a moment to
understand thalassaemia further.
Given proper care, they (Thalas-
saemia patients) can be healthy
and achieve great heights.

“I would like to invite the pub-
lic to support this activity, come
visit the exhibition and bring home
a beautiful art piece,” he added.

Organising chairman Janice

Wong admiring the art works on display.

Kua said the event was a silent bid
exercise.

“We are grateful to the spon-
sors and artists who have donated
their time, effort, art to make this
event a success. Out of the 174
artworks, 154 are fully spon-
sored,” she said.

“Bidding can be done here
(exhibition) and also online
through our website (www.
friendsofgoodwill.com ),”” added
Kua.

The youngest artist to contrib-
ute his art works is Ching Jiet En,
14, a talented kid who is autistic.

According to his aunt Ching
Kim Chee, who is a retired teach-

RTO boost for home buyers

THE Penang government is encour-
aging more people to own homes
through its rent-to-own (RTO)
scheme.

Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jagdeep Singh said
the state was happy to introduce the
RTO scheme to those who could not
afford to even buy low-cost homes
due to the high loan rejection rate by
banks.

“The RTO scheme is unlike rent-
ing the People’s Housing Project
(PPR). The RTO scheme allows the
tenants to become owners after rent-
ing for a period of time.

“We have applied the RTO
scheme on two projects in south
Seberang Perai — Taman Seruling
Emas and Taman Sungai Duri Per-
mai.

“Tenants of Taman Seruling
Emas only pay RM100 a month and
a RM20 maintenance fee for 15
years. The Government subsidises
RMS5,000.

“The actual price of the unit is
RM25,000 but we are only charging
the prospective buyer about
RM22,000.

“As for the Taman Sungai Duri

Permai low-cost housing project, the
tenants pay RM150 per month and
RM20 maintenance fee for 23 years.

“The RTO scheme for the two
projects was successful,” Jagdeep
told a press conference at the K Park
low-cost housing project off Jalan
Kuala Jalan Baru, Balik Pulau, on
June 10.

Jagdeep said the RTO scheme
would also be applied on K Park.

“The project has four blocks of
low-cost flats. Two blocks of flats
will be sold via the RTO scheme to
help the needy. The state Housing
Department will be supervising the
process.

“The Penang government will
continue to urge the Federal Govern-
ment to address the high loan rejec-
tion rate,” he said.

He also said that the state has
identified another RTO scheme
housing project in Kampung Tok
Subuh, central Seberang Perai.

Property developer Ideal Prop-
erty Group senior construction
manager Ang Eng Huat said the
construction works of the project
was 70% completed.

“It is scheduled to complete by
the first quarter of next year,” he said.

er, Jiet En is fond of comics and
just two years ago he showed his
interest in drawing.

“He has contributed 33 art
works for this exhibition, and he
is very happy for being a part of

caus
{ )

Jiet En (sitting, in white) with his family.

this charitable event.

“When I saw the advertise-
ment, | contacted the organiser
and sent them some pictures of
his work. They were impressed
and welcomed our intention to

C—

contribute Jiet En’s art pieces,”
said Ching Kim.

Jiet En, who hails from Sungai
Petani, Kedah, is studying in
SMK Bakar Arang and is attend-
ing special education classes.

Focus on Macallum at GeorgeTown Festival 2019

FROM cxperiencing the bitter-
sweet moments in homemakers’
daily routines to discovering the
classic tune of Nanyang music, are
some of the key highlights of the
George Town Festival’s commu-
nity engagement programme
“Macam Macan Macallum”.

“Macam Macam Macallum,
happening on July 24 and 25, will
deliver a diverse range of perfor-
mances covering music, theatre,
traditional glove puppetry (potehi),
dances by local and international
artistes to the doorsteps of residents
of Macallum area, with the hope
of exposing new arts and cultural
experiences to a community who
might otherwise do not engage
with the festival,” Pengalan Kota
assemblyman Daniel Gooi said at
a press conference on June 10.

Also present were George
Town World Heritage Incorpo-
rated communication and collabo-
rations manager Josephine Jalleh
and George Town Festival public
relation executive Ng Kim Theng.

Gooi added that “Macam
Macam Macallum” will kick off
with a pre-event workshop for the
local Macallum community, fo-
cusing on a key, yet often ne-
glected demographic —the women
and homemakers.

The three-day, free-to-partici-
pate workshop will be conducted
by Sun Son Theatre from Taiwan,
where participants will be taught
a series of choreographed, physi-
cal movements, which will be
presented as one of the pro-

Yudi is one of the headline acts at the event.

gramme highlights and special
features.

“Cham Cham Fun” on July 24
is one of the event’s programme
highlights featuring legendary
Nanyang singer Yudi Yap, who
will be accompanied by famed
jazz ensemble WVC the Jazz
Ensemble for an unforgettable
night of classic Chinese oldies
with a touch of jazz.

Those looking to experience
the disappearing art of potehi can
do so in one of the event’s special
features titled ‘Flag of Pearls’ and
‘A House Filled with Wealth and
Prosperity’ by Beng Geok Hong
Puppet Theatre Trouple.

Meanwhile, Ng said adding
colours to the community pro-
gramme are special features by
Euphoria Penang Modern Dance
Ensemble and local band Culture
Shot, which are slated to keep the
crowd entertained with mind-
blowing performances during the

two-day event.

For further details, contact
georgetowntestival.com or follow
on Facebook at George Town
Festival.

Those interested can also walk
in to Gooi’s service centre at 11-
1-1, Pangsapuri Pelangi Lintang
Macallum or call +604 250 1522.

Further details

Macam Macam Macallum
Date: July 24 & 25

Time: 7pm — 10pm

Venue:
Taman Kejiranan Macallum

Off the Chores Go on
Stage Workshop

Date: July 22 — 24

Time: 8pm — 10pm

Venue: Dewan Komuniti Sri
Saujana (Dewan Komuniti
Macallum)



Pix by Alissala Thian

LEBUH Keng Kwee is usu-
ally thronged with visitors who
come for the Penang Road fa-
mous Teochew cendol during
the day but is quite deserted at
night.

But the short street which

runs from Penang Road to |
Kuala Kangsar Road in George = -

Town, about 200m in length,
came alive on night of June 1
as the Heritage Night Market
opened to a fairly good crowd
despite the wet weather.

Komtar assemblyman Teh
Lai Heng, who launched the
night market, was happy to see
the turnout and congratulated
organiser Kevin Yap and his
team at the Rimba Events.

“I hope this three-month pi-
lot project will proceed smooth-
ly and be successful so that it
will continue after the pilot
project is over,” said Teh, who
is also the political secretary to
Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

“What makes this night mar-
ket different is that it includes
themed events that will be
changed on a regular basis. This
will give the market a different
flavour every time you visit. For
the opening week, apart from
live music performances, there
will also be a Chinese orchestra
performance.

“If this is successful, we will
open up more night markets in
other streets. I ask the vendors
not to worry. In Hong Kong and
Taiwan, there are a lot of night
markets going on at the same
time. Like them, we want our
night markets to complement
each other, not to compete
against each other.”

Teh, who was welcomed by
a lion dance performance, later
visited the stalls with Francis
Lai (the representative of the
property owner of Lebuh
Keng Kwee), Penang
State Art Gallery
chairman Lee Khai,
Kevin Yap
and his

Australlan tourlsts (from left) Buswell, Suzanne, Beattieg and Christine posing for a group photo as

Teh (centre) and others cutting the ribbon to mark the opening of the Herltage Night Market at Lebuh

Keng Kwee in George Town.

ganising committee members.
Visitors were spoilt for
choice from the wide array of
food and drinks available. There
were stalls selling fried dump-
ling, Korean mozzarella cheese
hotdog, nyonya kuih, Taiwan
oyster mee suah, traditional
snack, muah chee, Boba toast,
pop corn, cookies
and
“ﬁ-

they relax at the Heritage Night Market.
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A hawker deep frying some
biscuits at the Heritage Night
Market.

cakes.

For those who were thirsty,
there were stalls selling coconut
drinks, herbal tea, dragon fruit
juice, air mata kucing, avocado
and soursop drinks.

There were also stalls selling
silver jewellery, hats, T-shirts,

WA\ big crowd thronglng the
IHeritage Night Market at Lebuh
Keng Kwee?!

=il

shorts and pants, and paper
airplanes and boats.

Two Australian couples —
Noel Buswell and Suzanne, and
George Beattieg and Christine
— were seen enjoying some
drinks and food together at one
of the tables.

“The performance by the
Chinese musicians is very en-
tertaining and colourful. We’re
amazed by the culture. We’ve
have staying in Batu Ferringhi
for a couple of days and when I
read that there would be a night
market here we decided to
come,” said Buswell, a retired
63-year-old army man. He came
across the news from Penang
Free Sheet website.

Suzanne chipped in: “Of
course, we come here for the
food.”

Beattieg, who arrived in Pen-
ang today with Christine, said
he was taking a four-day break
from Singapore where he is
working as a chemical engineer.

“It’s a bonus for us. We
didn’t know about this night
market. [ am making use of the
Raya holidays and this is my
first visit to Penang,” said Beat-
tieg, 56.

On May 19, the opening
‘Supper at Batu Lancang’, was
launched by Batu Lancang as-
semblyman Ong Ah Teong at
the open-air car park of the
market.

This event, likened to a pasar
malam food truck, is on every
Saturday night from 7pm on a
three-month trial period.

The Heritage Night Market
at Lebuh Keng Kwee is, how-
ever, held on every Saturday
and Sunday night.
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Be Kkind to
stray dogs

PENANG has about 25,000 to
30,000 stray dogs but it will not be
cruel to them.

Housing, Local Government,
Town and County Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jagdeep Singh
gave this assurance when he
launched the Centre for Control of
Abandoned and Stray Dogs at Ja-
lan Sungai in George Town on
May 30.

He said the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) and the Interna-
tional Aid for the Protection &
Welfare of Animals (IAPWA) have
been collaborating in a programme
to trap, neuter and release (TNR)
the strays since March last year.

“We’ve seen the rise of stray
dogs in the state but the state gov-
ernment practices no cruelty to
animals. This is our underlying
policy. We hope that with the TNR
programme, we can reduce the
number of strays,” Jagdeep said
during the launch of the centre.

He said Penang island could
have between 10,000 and 15,000
stray dogs while Seberang Perai
may have 20,000.

So far, from March last year to
April this year, Jagdeep said over
1,200 stray dogs had been caught
and 637 of them were already
neutered. The centre can house 60
dogs at one time and has eight
multipurpose cabins.

Jagdeep also thanked IAPWA
for assisting in the programme as
well as congratulated it for winning
the Charity of the Year 2015 at the
Ceva Animal Welfare Award and
the British Citizen Award of Inter-

national Achievement 2015.

“IAPWA is UK-registered and
has won several international
awards. It has carried out pro-
grammes in other countries like
Tanzania and India. It is hoped that
it will achieve its objective of a
Zero Stray Programme in Penang,”
he added.

The shooting of a stray dog re-
cently by a city council from an-
other state caused animal welfare
groups to hold a demonstration.

Under the Animal Welfare Act
2015, local councils are prohibited
from shooting dogs and can be
fined up to RM100,000.

Anyone who beats, kicks, tor-
tures and neglects or abandons any
animal can be charged for animal
cruelty. If convicted, abusers can
face a fine between RM20,000 and
RM100,000 and a jail sentence of
not more than three years.

“As far as Penang is concerned,
there is an SOP (standard operating
procedure) and we advocate no
cruelty to animals,” Jagdeep said.

Among those present at the
launch were Jelutong MP R.S.N.
Rayer, Sungai Pinang assembly-
man Lim Siew Khim, MBPP
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang,
TAPWA Penang manager Choong
Koon Yean, MBPP Environmental
Health and Licensing director Dr
Judy Shoba and MBPP councillor
Connie Tan.

According to Dr Judy, MBPP,
which has 10 dog catchers, now
uses a net to catch the strays instead
of a lasso.

“When we used a lasso to catch

Do not speculate, English daily told

FINANCE Minister Lim Guan
Eng has told off a local English
daily for reporting fake news about
bids for a new Penang interna-
tional airport.

Lim said the Transport Ministry
and both the Penang and Kedah
governments have no knowledge
of the so-called new airport pro-
posals that were reported by the
daily.

“The mainstream newspapers
must not be a tool, weapon or
private interest of any party just to
obtain front-page coverage.

“Be professional in journal-
ism,” Lim told a press conference
in Batu Kawan on June 15.

He said Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow and Kedah Mentri

Besar Datuk Seri Mukhriz Ma-
hathir told him that they were
unaware of the proposals to build
a new airport in Seberang Perai.

When asked about the allega-
tions by the daily that the propos-
als were being sent to the Prime
Minister’s Office, Lim confirmed
the (news) report was false.

“It is a false report. Even the
federal government does not have
any knowledge of the project,” he
added.

Lim reiterated the Federal Gov-
ernment’s decision, as stated in the
2019 Budget, to expand the exist-
ing Penang International Airport
(PIA) to a capacity of 16 million
passengers yearly from the present
6.5 million.

S\

Jagdeep (centre) stroking a stray dog which is being carried by one of the volunteers at the Centre for
Control of Abandoned and Stray Dogs. With him are Rayer (wearing tie), Lim, Yew (in coat) and Tan (left).

the stray dogs, some people saw it
as cruel when the animals strug-
gled. So, we are now using a net,”
she said, adding that they neuter 30
dogs per week at the centre in Jalan
Sungai.

Yew said MBPP had initially
planned to set up the centre in
Relau but abandoned it as it was
estimated to cost RM3 million.

“We spent less than RM 170,000
on this project at Jalan Sungai. We

welcome animal lovers to adopt
these animals,” Yew said.

He added that the neutered dogs
were marked with a tattoo on their
right ears and an ear notch on their
left ears.
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Story by Christopher Tan
Pix courtesy of MPKK
Persiaran Gurney

HOW well do you know your
greens?

Some 50 children who took
part in the Organic Young Far-
mers programme at Gurney
Paragon Mall here would proba-
bly know them better than most
people now.

Organised by the Persiaran
Gurney Village Community
Management Committee
(MPKK), the event taught these
young children the life cycle of
plants, how plants are grown and
how to promote a sustainable
environment.

They also learnt how to de-
sign flower pots and make vege-
table sandwiches!

The event was open to chil-
dren aged between seven and 12.

Mouldlng young
‘oreen heroe_s

Pulau Tikus assemblyman
Chris Lee said he was happy to

Children making their own
vegetable sandwiches.

see parents being supportive
of their children at the
event.

“It is great to see parents
encouraging their children
to participate in such
events and interact more
with other children.

“We need to expose
them more to nature in
this digital age,” he said
on May 26.

ﬁhw

Lee helping the children in a vegetable naming game.

for those who do not have suffi-
cient space to do gardening,” he
said.

Lee was the sponsor for the
green programme.

The programme was condu-
cted by Universiti Sains Malay-
sia.

Lee encouraged the young to
do gardening.

“However, growing vegeta-
bles in pots is an ideal solution

The children having a fun time
at the Organic Young Farmers
programme at Gurney Paragon
Mall.

The Gravityz tops in photo contest

THEY say a picture speaks a
thousand words. And ever-
where we go, many people can
be seen busy using their mobile
phones to take pictures.

They want to record their
momentous moments or excit-
ing events to remember or cher-
ish.

Buletin Mutiara recently
organised a photography con-
test, called “Snap Cun Cun with
Buletin Mutiara”.

The competition was basi-
cally to encourage Penangites
to snap unique pictures and
show their love towards the
state’s news organ, Buletin
Mutiara.

Four prizes - one main and
three consolation - were given
away according to the theme of
the competition.

The first prize was a group
photograph taken at The Grav-
ityz, The TOP, Komtar.

Hong Yi Shuang, 25, re-
ceived the prize on behalf of the
group.

She said they did not expect
the win which earned the group
RMS500 and a certificate.

“Woah! I really can’t believe

it. This is my first time ever
joining an online contest.

“As I am working as an in-
structor at The Gravityz at The
TOP, my friends and I used the
opportunity to snap the picture
at The Gravityz.

“We submitted our photo
just before the deadline, and
now we have got first prize. |
am too excited and overjoyed,”
Hong said.

The three consolation prize
winners were Sharifah Fatimah
Syed Hashim, 36, Yaakob
Ramli, 35, and Haziqah Nazi-
rah Zol Bahari.

They each received a certifi-
cate and a souvenir in the form
of a miniature pewter trishaw.

Sharifah Fatimah, who
works at the Public Works De-
partment (JKR) Penang, said
she got the contest information
while browsing the Buletin
Mutiara Facebook page.

“I am really happy that [ won
a consolation prize as I up-
loaded my picture at the last @ ===
minute.

“I did not expect to win.

This pix won Hong (inset) and her friends first prize in the
competition.

“I am too excited. This small
achievement will inspire us to
take part in more competitions.

“It is a good initiative by the
state government as it stirs in-
terest among Buletin Mutiara
readers,” she said.

ideas,” she said.

Asneeda Mansor, who col-
\ lected the consolation prize
, on behalf of her hubby
.\ Yaakob, commended the
state government for or-
ganising such competi-
tions.

« .
Thanks to Buletin Mutiara o B, .
for coming up with creative
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No more fear of smmmlng

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix courtesy of MBPP

SIBLINGS Nur Dania Mohd
Najib, 10, and her sister, Nur Dafi-
nah, eight, were both scared of water
and swimming but not now.

They were among 64 pupils who
received certificates from Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) coun-
cillor Gerald Mak Mun Keong after
completing a basic swimming cour-
se at the MBPP Sports Complex in
Relau on May 26.

“Now, I feel confident of entering
the water. [ am happy to learn some
strokes and be able to swim a bit of
a distance,” said Nur Dania.

Both Nur Dania and Nur Dafinah,
who are studying at SRJK ( C) Uni-
on in Jalan Burma, also received
morale support from their parents
— contractor Mohd Najib, 41, and
housewife Sit Raslina Mohd Alj, 38.

It was second time this year that
MBPP held the basic swimming
course for the young ones. The first
session was held in March.

“They were afraid of water when
we took them to the pool. But after
joining the course, they could swim
after the third lesson. There were
altogether six lessons,” said a bea-
ming Siti Raslina.

Mohd Najib chipped in. “We’re
thankful for the opportunity to send
them for the free lessons. We made
effort to bring them to the pool
because we know the importance of
their own safety.

“Thanks to MBPP for organising

this basic swimming course. It can
be expensive to send children for
private coaching. I hope MBPP will
continue with this programme.”

Mak also congratulated MBPP
for initiating the programme this
year and expressed hope it would
continue in the future.

“This programme caters especi-
ally to children from B40 (bottom
40% income earners) families. It is
estimated that there are eight million
families in the B40 and M40 (midd-
le 40% income earners), out of
which 2.7 million are in the B40
group and the rest in the M40
group,” Mak said.

“MBPP is always concerned and
caring about the needs of the chil-
dren from the B40 families and has
organised several healthy activities
for them.

“As it is now, the public is not so
conscious of the safety aspect during

s
e

The novices showing
the progress they have
made during a swimming
demonstration at the MBPP

Sports Complex: iin Relau

P

The pupils showing off their certificates after completing a basic
swimming course organised by MBPP at the MBPP Sports Complex
in Relau. With them are Mak (in white shirt), Ong (in blue shirt), Ooi
(on Ong’s right) and the BLSS coaches and helpers.
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water activities. There are about 500

e

drowning cases involving children
every year according to the Water
Activity Safety Council.

“The death rate is high as some
who tried to save their friends or
others ended up being drowned
themselves. So, the objective of this
programme is to raise water safety
awareness to reduce the death cases
and how to react in case of emer-

gency.
“This progamme is also in line

NEW'S

with the state’s aspiration towards
an intelligent, happy and livable
city.”

Also present were Butterworth
Life Saving Society (BLSS) founder
Datuk Ooi Win Juat, BLSS adviser
Datuk Dr C.J. Ong, BLSS president
Tan Kuan Ling, MBPP Community
Services director Rashidah Jalaludin
and Malaysian Red Crescent Island
District chairman Rayson Khoo
Beng Sui.

Ooi said some of the children
were eager to learn how to swim but
did not have the opportunity.

“We’ve to continue to raise the
water safety awareness. We teach the
children how to swim freestyle,
breaststroke and survival strokes.

“We want to thank the parents for
their children’s participation and also
the coaches.”

While the children, aged seven to
13, gave a demonstration of what
they have learned at the pool, Khoo
and fellow Red Crescent members
—Benny Lee Chye Sheng and Jenny
Lim Kar Peng—taught the children’s
parents how to perform CPR (car-
diopulmonary resuscitation) with
the aid of an automated external
defibrillator (AED) in the sports
complex.

Pl

Nur Dania (second from right) and her sister Nur Dafinah posing with
their parents Mohd Najib and Siti Raslina at the poolside.
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