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Chow , Zairil and the representatives of the telco companies are determined to make the digital journey a success.

Story by Edmund Lee
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

FOR the first time in history,
Penang is the only state to host
a high-level dialogue session
with Malaysian Communica-
tions and Multimedia Commis-
sion (MCMC) and seven other
telco companies.

The meeting’s objective was
to spearhead development of
telecommunication infrastruc-
ture in the state in line with the
Penang2030 vision of a “Fam-

ily-focused Green and Smart
State that Inspires the Nation”.

In a packed media confer-
ence at Komtar on May 11,
state Public Works, Utilities
and Flood Mitigation Commit-
tee chairman Zairil Khir Jo-
hari said this historical meeting
was another step towards a
well-developed and robust tel-
ecommunications network in-
frastructure to support smart
city initiatives.

“Hence after the discussion,
we have agreed to the formula-
tion of the Penang Connectiv-

ity Master Plan that will be
facilitated by the state, guided
by MCMC and delivered by
telcos.

“All parties have committed
to completing the master plan
by end of this year while a task
force is also formed in order to
materialise it,” he said in a
press conference after the
meeting.

The task force with a three-
tier structure will be formalised
under executive level, steering
committee level and working
committee level.

Zairil explained this will be
a blueprint for the coordina-
tion, planning and execution of
all telecommunication matters
while it would also be guided
by federal-driven policies such
as the National Fiberisation
and Connectivity Plan (NFCP).

The master plan aims to ful-
fil the demands of the public
and industry, address chal-
lenges faced by telcos in infra-
structure rollout and also opti-
mise state policies and govern-
ance to facilitate development
of digital needs.

Historic meet on
connectivity master plan

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, meanwhile, hopes the
state would not only continue
to lead but also become a show-
case to other states.

“Consumers can have a bet-
ter experience of internet con-
nectivity in addressing their
daily and industrial needs of
connecting with others.

“It is also a digital journey
towards Penang2030,” he said.

Telco companies present
were Digi, Maxis, Celcom,
Telekom Malaysia, Time, YTL
and U Mobile.
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Story by Edmund Lee
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
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THE Penang International
Airport (PIA) total passenger
' movement (departure and
arrival) for the first quarter
of this year has increased
compared with the
same period last year.
Citing figures pro-
vided by Malaysia
Airports Holdings
Berhad (MAHB), Pen-
ang Global Tourism (PGT)
chief executive officer Ooi
Chok Yan (pix) said there was
an increase of 9.14% as of March
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this year.

“Atotal 02,017,693 total pas-
senger movement was recorded
for the first three months of this
year compared with 1,848,789
during the same period last year,”
he told a press conference in
Komtar on May 6.

He said the total passenger
movement for the entire year in
2017 was 7,232,097 and the fig-
ure had increased to 7,786,849
last year.

“The total international arriv-
als from January to March this
year was 451,421; compared with
407,050 recorded during the
same period last year.

Ooi attributed the increasing
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Increase in Penang
alrport passenger
ovement

number of visitors to Penang to
the number of direct flights lo-
cally and from abroad.

Ooi said many international
flights in and out of Penang in-
cluded cities like Doha, Banda
Acheh, Jakarta, Hanoi, Phuket,
Nanning and Surabaya.

“Early last month, Firefly
started its four times weekly
flights from Kuantan while AirA-
sia will fly seven times weekly
from Malacca from July 1,” he
added.

Also present were Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow and state
Tourism Development, Heritage,
Culture and Arts Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin.

MAHB appoints two consultants for airport expansion project

TWO consultants — Consorti-
um CPG Consultants Pte Ltd
and AHS Architects Sdn Bhd
— have been appointed by Ma-
laysia Airports Holdings Ber-
had (MAHB) for the expansion
work of the Penang Interna-

tional Airport (PIA).
“According to their report,
construction work will start in
the first quarter of 2020,” Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
in reply to a question by a re-
porter after holding a press

conference on George Town
Heritage Celebrations 2019 at
Dewan Belia in Lebuh Acheh
on May 7.

He had earlier said both pro-
ject consultants were appointed
on Feb 15 this year via open

tender.

The airport expansion and
upgrading works, being worked
out by the Transport Ministry
and MAHB, are expected to
take 36 months to complete.

Chow, in a reply to an oral

question by Goh Choon Aik
(PH-Bukit Tambun) at the state
legislative assembly sitting on
April 29, said the proposed
expansion was to cater to a 12
million passenger flow per
year.

He had said PIA recorded
7.79 million passenger move-
ment last year, surpassing the
airport’s capacity for 6.5 mil-
lion per annum.

Chow also revealed that a
multi-storey car park for a total
of 1,800 bays would be made
available to the airport’s visi-
tors.

Construction work of the car
park building had begun last
August and would take 14
months to complete.

“The car park is expected to
be ready by the end of this
year,” Chow said.

On a separate matter, Chow
said the state legal adviser
would be looking at the details
before signing the agreement
with Consortium Zenith Con-
struction in a month or two.

Chow had said the feasibil-
ity study for the three major
roads had been completed and
the project delivery partner was
working on the final design for
Package Two of the major
roads project before the signing
of the agreement between the
state and Consortium Zenith.
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on the cards

IN what is arguably a unique
achievement, Penang is all set to
become the only state in West
Malaysia to have its two local
councils accorded city status.

This comes following the up-
grading of Seberang Perai Munici-
pal Council (MPSP) to city status.

The largest municipality in the
country, Seberang Perai covers an
area of 747.8sq km and has a
population of 946,200.

Penang’s other local council, the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP), was accorded city status
in 2015.

With the state’s application to
attain city council status for MPSP
already being approved by the
Cabinet, a new era of development
is in store following the upgrading.

Sharing the good news with the
media, state Local Government,
Housing and Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman

Jagdeep Singh said out of 155 local
councils nationwide, there are now
a total of 13 city councils.

MPSP will become the 14th
council to be accorded such a
privilege.

“Penang is very lucky that its
two local authorities received city
council status.

“Every inch of the state is now
a city. We are now hundred percent
city status.

“It will be a Hari Raya Aidilfitri
present to the people of Seberang
Perai,” he said at a press confer-
ence in MPSP headquarters in
Bandar Perda, Bukit Mertajam on
May 20.

Also present were MPSP presi-
dent Datuk Rozali Mohamud,
MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang and MPSP councillors.

However, Jagdeep said an offi-
cial announcement would probably
be made in two or three weeks’
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Jagdeep, Rozali (third from left), Yew (fifth from left) and MPSP councillors are delighted with the

upgrading of MPSP to city council.

time to allow certain formalities to
be finalised.

According to him, the proper
procedures are to wait for an official
letter from the Housing and Local
Government Ministry before endors-
ing it in the executive council meet-
ing.

“Then, we also need to decide on
the first mayor,” he said.

On future plans for the mainland,
Jagdeep said a meeting would be
held to discuss efforts to bring the
council to greater heights.

“We are planning to come out

with a master plan for major infra-
structure to take place here,” he
added.

Jagdeep said both MPSP and
MBPP had won several awards,
including the five-star rating again
in 2018 by the Housing and Local
Government Ministry.

“It’s easy to get to the top but
it’s another thing to remain there.
I want them to continue to provide
quality service to the people,” he
said.

At a function in Penang, Hous-
ing and Local Government Minis-

ter Zuraida Kamaruddin was re-
ported as saying that MPSP would
be upgraded to a city council.

Rozali, meanwhile, thanked the
federal government for the recog-
nition and honour given to Se-
berang Perai and also the state
government for supporting MP-
SP’s initiatives towards building a
smart state.

“It’s a collective effort by eve-
ryone involved to realise the
dreams of people from Seberang
Perai,” he said, adding MPSP
would strive to do its best.

Raya cheer for civil servants

CIVIL servants in the state received some early
Raya good news when Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow announced a special financial aid for the
3,905 staff.

“Muslims will be celebrating Hari Raya Aidil-
fitri soon and the joy will also be shared among
friends who are non-Muslim,” he said in his
speech at the civil servants’ assembly in Komtar
on May 13.

“I believe that preparations are needed for the
big celebration. Hence, I am happy to announce
that the state government has agreed to giving a
special financial aid of a half-month salary, or a
minimum amount of RM1,000 to 3,905 state
civil servants,” Chow said.

He added the payment entailed an estimated
expenditure of RM5.27 million.

On the status of the mega projects under the
Penang Transport Master Plan (PTMP), Chow
said everything was progressing well and they
were in the midst of obtaining the necessary ap-
provals.

“It is crucial for civil servants in the state to
prepare themselves for what is to come in a few
years. We need civil servants that are transparent,
practice integrity, are credible and responsible to
ensure the success of these projects.

“To ensure that we are on the right track, the
state launched the Penang2030 vision on Aug 29
last year. I would like to remind everyone that this
is our vision, and not just a vision of the Chief
Minister.

“We, the Penang government , are fortunate to
have a very strong support system.

“The achievements that we have accomplished
are not the achievements of the Chief Minister or
the elected representatives. The achievements
belong to all of us, they are your achievements

too.

“State leaders will not be able to implement all
the policies that have been planned without the
civil servants being the ‘backbone’ of the imple-
mentation,” Chow said.

On the state’s election manifesto, Chow said
the state was committed to deliver all 68 prom-
ises this term.

“We will focus on completing housing, infra-
structure, transportation, tourism, telecommunica-
tion, industrial, and socio-economic projects in
the coming four years.

“Forty-three promises in the state’s election
manifesto have been delivered, 11 promises are
being worked on, 10 are in the planning process,
while four are still awaiting approvals from the
federal government,” he added.

State Secretary Datuk Seri Farizan Darus ex-
plained the federal government’s plan to “right
size” the public service sector.

“It is not something new as it has been imple-
mented since 2015 to optimise human resources
in the public service.

“The federal government’s policy is extended
to the states too, as the 1.7 million civil servants
include state civil servants.

“Penang has a total of 9,504 permanent civil
servants which include state civil servants, and
those from the local governments and state statu-
tory bodies.

“We plan to reduce the total amount by 5%
beginning this year until 2021. It will be done in
phases — 1% this year, and 2% in 2020 and 2021.

“This policy will not affect civil servants still
in service. There will not be any Voluntary Sepa-
ration Scheme (VSS) or retrenchment.

“Vacancies that are not filled after two years
will not be filled,” he said.

State govt looking for new

landfill on island

STATE Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh has expressed his
concern over illegal dumping activities in
the state.

“Recently, there was a case which went
viral where a lorry was seen dumping waste
into the sea near E&O Hotel.

“We do not want Penang to be a dumping
ground, so we need to address the root cause
for this.

“The possible reason for this could be
the high cost of transporting waste to the
landfills on the mainland.

“Now the problem that we are facing
here in the island is that the Jelutong landfill
has almost reached its capacity,” said
Jagdeep during the press conference held
after a round table meeting with the Inter-
national Real Estate Federation (Fiabci
Penang branch) members on May 11.

Jagdeep also told them that the state
government was looking for a new landfill
on the island.

“If there are any parties who have avail-
able land and willing to assist the state
government, please do so.

“At the same time, we will be doing our
part to find an alternative site on the main-
land for the one in Jelutong which will
definitely be closed down,” added Jagdeep.

He also highlighted the proposal to in-
crease the minimum penalty for illegal
dumping.

“The important thing is to look at the way
to prevent illegal dumping from happening.

“It is not easy to monitor but I have ad-
vised the authorities to be on the look-out.
When they see suspicious vehicles around,
they have to check on them.

“Talso urge the public to be our ‘ears and
eyes’ pertaining to this matter.

“When you see the offence is about to
take place, alert us so that we can take ac-
tion,” said Jagdeep, who is also the Datok
Keramat assemblyman.

On another matter, Jagdeep said that with
the increase in the number of tourists to the
state, the number of hotel rooms and service
apartments needs to be increased.

“Last year, I finalised some guidelines
with regard to service apartments.

“These operators must have at least a
minimum four-star rating,

“In order to attain the minimum four-star
rating, they need to comply in terms of size,
facilities, accessories and many other condi-
tions,” Jagdeep said.

Other than that, Jagdeep also touched on
the contributions collected by the Penang
Water Supply Corporation (PBAPP) from
developers and channelled to the National
Water Services Commission (SPAN).

“The developers have requested to con-
sider reviewing the contributions which
have been increased in the last three years.

“I will take this issue to SPAN to see the
justification behind the increase.

“There was also a proposal from the
developers for the contributions to be ex-
empted for affordable housing projects,”
said Jagdeep.
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his mind

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

DATUK Seri Anwar Ibrahim
touched on education, economy,
values and cultures when he spoke
on “The Future Direction of Ma-
laysian Economy” at the PICC
Sales Gallery in Bukit Jambul.

Invited as the first speaker in the
“Power Talk Series” this year by
the Penang Premium Business
Enterprise Group (PPBEG) on
April 29, the PKR president said
the unprecedented political change
in Malaysia gave rise to high ex-
pectations of the ruling Pakatan
Harapan government.

“It’s a profound honour and rare
opportunity for me to share my
thoughts. It’s not easy for any new
government to chart a new course.

“We have to dismantle struc-
tures and personalities, including
some from within and also the
civil servants.

“The IMDB (1Malaysia Devel-
opment Bhd) matter is not solved
yet, but the strong message of
Pakatan Harapan is that (we have
had) enough of abuse of power and
corruption. Without good govern-
ance, the country suffers,” said
Anwar, who is also the Port Dick-
son MP.

When asked why there are still
alot of racial quotas like in educa-
tion during a Q & A session by talk
moderator Datuk Dr Kang Chin
Seng, Anwar replied that affirma-
tive actions have been taken.

He said that for instance if a
student in Kapit, Sarawak, ob-
tained 3As, it would not be right
to marginalise him when com-
pared to an urban student who got
9As.

He explained that the Kapit
student did not have the same fa-
cilities as those in the urban areas.

“I appeal to urbanites to under-
stand the urban poor and rural
poor. If you ignore a section of the
society, there will be a backlash.
The marginalised must be sup-
ported. So, there is merit and there
is also a need,” said Anwar, who
challenged corporate companies
to show compassion by going
down to the ground to understand
the marginalised and help them.

Anwar stressed the importance
of enhancing the economy, sug-
gesting that universities must work
in synergy with industries.

He is also very supportive of the
establishment of startups.

“Digitalisation is imperative (to
our success), no two ways about
it. We want to embark aggres-
sively to promote Al (artificial
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Anwar receiving a calligraphy artwork with the words, Yi Jia Ren (One Family), from Dr Kang as
a souvenir. With them are Khor (left) and Chow.

intelligence) and the Internet of
Things.

“We need economic planners.
Whatever it takes to raise the
economy, it must be done effec-
tively and fast ... not race or reli-
gion-based or it will create a lot of
hatred.”

On values and cultures, Anwar
said it was beneficial to promote a
good mastery of our national lan-
guage and other languages.

Besides that, he added that it
would take humility to acknowl-
edge our limits and learn from
other countries, such as Singapore.

He said other states too could
learn from Penang Skills Develop-

ment Centre.

Anwar said although he is the
Port Dickson MP, his heart is still
with Penang.

“You can rest assured that I am
bullish and optimistic of Penang’s
future and I support Chief Minister
Chow’s (Kon Yeow) efforts,” he
said.

Chow, who was the guest of
honour, commended PPBEG for
organising the Power Talk and
strongly supporting Penang2030.

The vision focuses on improv-
ing livability, economy, civic
participation and balanced devel-
opment for a family-focused
green and smart state that in-

spires the nation.

PPBEG chairman Datuk Seri
Khor Teng Tong said PPBEG
was always looking into the
training and creation of job op-
portunities and the lifting the
income and economic status of
the less fortunate so that all lay-
ers of the people would be able
to enjoy better quality of life.

Also present at the Power Talk
were Deputy Chief Minister I
Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman, Deputy Chief Minister
II Prof Dr P. Ramasamy, several
state executive councillors, as-
semblymen, and prominent busi-
nessmen.

‘Important to
prepare for
disasters’

PENANG knows it has to be
prepared for any disaster, not only
just for the floods.

State Health, Agriculture, Agro-
Based Industry and Rural Develop-
ment Committee chairman Dr Afif
Bahardin said the bad floods that hit
Penang in 2017 and brought the
island to a standstill still evokes
memories among Malaysians, par-
ticularly among those who were
directly affected.

One chilling image that went
viral was that of a patient in Penang
Hospital in knee-high floodwaters,
awaiting further instructions on
evacuation.

“We are committed to finding
practical and useful solutions in
disaster mitigation and prepared-
ness, not just for floods but other
potential hazards that can affect the

Dr Afif (seated fifth from left) joining other guests for a group photograph.

lives of Penangites and thousands
of visitors to the country,” Dr Afif
said when he officiated the two-day
workshop jointly organised by
MERCY Malaysia and Penang
Hospital in Batu Lanchang on April
30.

The workshop, conducted at

Lam Wah Ee Hospital, was spon-
sored by Mah Sing Foundation.
Some 80 representatives from the
Georgetown Community Response
Team (CERT), Malaysian Red
Crescent, St John Ambulance, the
Fire and Rescue Department and six
hospitals in Penang took part.

It was meant to equip healthcare
professionals and first responders
in Penang with disaster prepared-
ness awareness and skills.

“We believe that preparedness,
knowledge and skills are the impor-
tant aspects for first responders
during a time of crisis,” Dr Afif

said.

Also present were MERCY
Malaysia committee member
Hanafi Ramli and Penang Hospital
emergency medical department’s
Dr Teo Aik Howe and Mah Sing’s
(northern region) senior general
manager, Lai Kok Soon.
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‘Stay ahead in digital era’

PENANG needs to be com-
petitive in the digitalised era, says
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

“If we embrace technology
and innovation, we have the
potential to build a strong digital
leadership. It is everyone’s re-
sponsibility to ensure that Pen-
ang is ready for the digital future
and remains relevant and com-
petitive,” Chow said in his
speech at the Digital Transfor-
mation with Cisco for Manufac-
turing Industry at Setia SPICE
Convention Centre on April 30.

“The Penang government is
committed to moving away from
low-skilled dependency particu-
larly for the manufacturing sec-
tor. There are several training
courses available to prepare the
next generation of tech-savvy
workforce as we take the leap
into smart factories.”

Chow also congratulated
Cisco, which through its Cisco
Networking Academy, has en-
gaged and certified 73,900 Ma-
laysians to meet the digital
standards of the future.

The state government has
partnered with companies like
Cisco to form strategic initia-
tives to develop a robust digital
ecosystem. Together they plan
to move towards a knowledge-
intensive and high value-based
manufacturing in Penang.

Chow said one of the goals of
Penang2030 that he launched
last year was to upgrade the
economy with emphasis on pre-
paring local manufacturing in-
dustries for the digital age.

“Manufacturers in Penang
have introduced Fourth Indus-
trial Revolution technologies
such as automation and digitali-
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Khor (centre) posing for a photo at the park which is illuminated

with LED lights.

‘Glow In The Park’,
latest hit in town

THE sales gallery of Penang In-
ternational Commercial City (PICC)
on Jalan Tun Dr Awang, Bayan
Lepas, on May 17 was transformed
into a wondrous park made up of
20,000 LED lights.

With the lighting up of LED
lights based on the theme “Glow In
The Park” , visitors can now look
forward to a dazzling display of
LED flowers, giant butterflies, and
windmill made up of flowers, LED
see-saw and LED swing.

Launched by management of
Hunza Properties Berhad, a group
of 30 children from House of Hope
also joined in the fun and dined at
the sales gallery.

Each child was presented with a
goodie bag worth RM 100 while the
community centre received grocery

items worth a total of more than
RM35,000 from Hunza.

Known as the new epicentre for
commerce, PICC is a visionary
masterpiece that represents Penang’s
vibrant culture and strategic con-
nectivity to integrated convenience.

Itis scheduled to be completed in
10 years.

Hunza Group managing director
Datuk Khor Siang Gin said a total
of 25,000sq ft of space has been
carved out to build the LED park.

This is to allow the people to
bring their families and friends to
spend their leisure time there.

“We hope to bring the commu-
nity together through this initiative,”
he said.

The park is open to visitors from
10am to 9pm daily until June 30.

want to thrive in the IR 4.0 age
need to consider training to im-
prove their workers’ skills as an

The Penang
government is

committed to investment and not as an ex-

. pense. The workforce needs to

mOVIHg away be trained to work alongside

from low-skilled machines in roles that will be
partially automated.

dependenCy “Penang is aptly positioned to

- CHOW

sation initiatives. This will drive
innovation-led growth in key
industries and enable Penang to
be a fully smart state by 2030.
“Malaysian businesses that

embark on this digital journey.
The robust infrastructure and
organisational enablers in Penang
will play an essential role in ac-
celerating Fourth Industrial Rev-
olution technologies adoption.
“The time is now for manu-

facturers in Penang to seize the
opportunities to become the
lighthouses for digital manufac-
turing and leapfrog onto the
global stage or risk being left
behind.”

Also present at the event were
Cisco Asean president Naveen
Menon, Cisco Systems (M) Sdn
Bhd managing director Albert
Chai, SMB, Emerging Markets
& Distribution Cisco Southeast
Asia managing director Bidhan
Roy and Cisco Malaysia senior
manager of manufacturing op-
eration C.L. Lee.
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Tapping into
orowing
e-commerce
market

LEADING wholesale mobile
marketplace for global trade
Alibaba.com has formed a
business partnership with the
top cloud service provider in
Southeast Asia, Exabytes Net-
work Sdn Bhd, to further ac-
cess the growing e-commerce
market.

Exabytes Network founder
and chief executive officer
Chan Kee Siak said the ap-
pointment of Exabytes as Ali-

baba.com’s global gold sup-
plier (GGS) channel partner
would enable the company to
help more local small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) to
tap into the e-commerce mar-
ket and to discover new busi-
ness opportunities.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who was present to of-
ficiate the ceremony, con-
gratulated both companies for
working together.

Attendees taking a selfie with Chow during the event.

Dr Afif in a discussion on the irrigation system.

Padi farmers to benefit from
irrigation system

A TOTAL of 541 padi farmers
in north Seberang Perai will
benefit from the upgrading of
the three existing electric pumps
at the pumping station in Pinang
Tunggal.

Agriculture, Agro-based In-
dustry, Rural Development and
Health Committee chairman Dr
Afif Bahardin said the improve-
ment would ensure a better irri-
gation system.

With the proper irrigation
system, padi could be cultivated

twice a year.

Through this, there will also
be enough supply of water for
padi farms especially during hot
weather.

“This is our initiative in as-
sisting them. We are unsure
when there will be a downpour
but a proper irrigation system
would be the best way to over-
come any shortcomings.

“We are doing the right thing
now” he told reporters when
inspecting the pumping station

in Pinang Tunggal, Kepala
Batas on May 14.

Also present were officers
from the Integrated Agricultural
Development Area (IADA) and
state Agriculture Department.

Dr Afif also urged Syarikat
Air Darul Aman (SADA) in
neighbouring Kedah to pump at
low level to ensure sufficient
water supply to farms in Pen-
ang.

“We have briefed them on
this,” he added.

“The country’s digital
economy is rapidly growing,
and e-commerce is one of the
key components.

“People are riding on the
digital platform because it is
convenient. You can buy any
product that you wish from
anywhere through e-com-
merce.

“Moving towards digital
economy is one of our main
items on the agenda as we
work towards our Pen-

ang2030 vision. One of the
four themes of Penang2030 is
to ‘Upgrade the economy to
raise household incomes’,”
Chow said in his speech at the
event on April 25.

Also present were Alibaba.
com Malaysia head of opera-
tion Eric Zhang, the Chief
Minister’s special adviser
Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon
and MATRADE (northern re-
gion) assistant director Imran
Radzi.

Penang govt continues to
support smart, start-up businesses

THE Penang government,
through investPenang and @
CAT Penang, has awarded a
total of RM1.35 million to 11
start-up businesses in the state.

The fund, from the Penang
4.0 Seed Fund, was presented
by Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow during a ceremony at
Wisma Yeap Chor Ee on April
30.

The event marked the sec-
ond round of award presenta-
tions.

Sixteen companies were
awarded a total of RM1.67 mil-
lion during the first presenta-
tion in August last year.

Chow said the Penang i4.0
Seed Fund was set up to en-
hance the growth of Penang’s
technology ecosystem.

“I believe this fund will be
able to promote the growth of
start-ups,” Chow said.

Chow said the 11 firms were

platform companies focusing
on wellness, pet owners, E-
commerce, smart cognitive
system, Al technology and so
on.

“Each of them will be re-
ceiving an amount ranging
between RM50,000 and
RM200,000,” he said.

Chow also launched two
LeapSprint programmes, name-
ly LeapSprint Startup Founders
and LeapSprint Startup Men-
toring at the event.

The LeapSprint programmes
were launched with the hope
that recipients remain success-
ful and competitive in their
businesses.

Also present were invest-
Penang chief executive officer
cum Penang i4.0 Seed Fund
evaluation committee chairman
Datuk Loo Lee Lian and @Cat
Penang programme director
Howie Chang.
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Celebrating culture and dlver81ty

Story by K. Thaarshenii
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GEORGE Town Heritage Cel-
ebrations 2019 is back to mark
the 11th anniversary of George
Town as a Unesco World Herit-
age Site.

Themed “Let’s Celebrate -
Rituals and Festive Events”, the
event is an opportunity for visitors
to experience George Town’s cul-
tural heritage first-hand.

The anticipated street festival
will be held on July 6 from 6pm
to 11pm at the heritage zone of
George Town.

The street festival will feature
22 community workshops and 18
unforgettable performances.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who is also the George
Town World Heritage Incorpo-
rated (GTWHI) chairman, said the
celebration would gather people
from all walks of life to celebrate
Penang’s culture, diversity and to
experience the interactive activi-
ties.

“This event is a way to conserve
the intangible cultural heritage of
George Town.

“Through this festival, visitors
have the chance to understand
traditions, cultures and religions
from different ethnic and social
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Chow and Ang (in grey jacket), Gooi (on Ang’s left) and other VIPs and GTWHI staff members after the press conference to announce the
event.

groups better.

“It contributes to the vibrancy
and life in George Town today,”
Chow told a press conference on
the celebration at Penang Youth
Centre recently.

GTWHI general manager Dr
Ang Ming Chee said the commu-
nity-powered event was aimed at
giving the public a platform to
take in the city’s diversity.

“Collectively, we can safeguard
the cultural heritage of George

Town for future generations.
“There will be site excursions
to seven cultural institutions in
George Town which will be fa-
cilitated by communities them-
selves from July 6 to 8.
“Discover the State Chinese
(Penang) Association, Nattukottai
Nagarathar Heritage Society, Ka-
pitan Keling Mosque, Penang
Eurasian Assoaciation, Gujarati
Samaj Penang, Wadda Gurdwara
Sahib Penang and Nam Hooi

Wooi Koon,” she added during her
speech.

The celebration is organised by
GTWHI with the endorsement of
the state government, and in co-
operation with the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP), Penang
Global Tourism and Malaysian
National Commission for Unesco.

For further information and
registration for the site excursions,
visit http://gtwhi.com.my/
gthc2019 or check out the George

Town Heritage Celebrations Face-
book page (George Town Heritage
Celebrations).

Alternatively, check out @
heritagecelebrations on Instagram
or call 017-4281848.

Also present were state Tour-
ism Development, Arts, Culture
and Heritage Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin, Pengkalan Kota
assemblyman Daniel Gooi and
Penang Global Tourism chief ex-
ecutive officer Ooi Chok Yan.

Stamps, first day covers to mark church anmversary

THE Church of St George The Martyr in
George Town and Pos Malaysia have come
out with a limited edition bicentenary first
day cover and stamps to mark the 200th
consecration anniversary of the oldest
English colonial church in Southeast Asia.

The church, also known as the St
George’s Church, is located in Farquhar
Street.

The first day cover comprises a com-
memorative miniature stamp, stamp sheets,
stamps for envelopes, a folder and two
envelopes.

The 3,000 limited edition sets are sold
at RM75 each.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who
was present at the church to launch the
auspicious event, said the church building
and the Francis Light Memorial were fea-
tured on Malaysian stamps for the first time.

He said the first day cover initiative was
the result of a long process which began
last October.

The process started when corporate
communication agency World Communi-
cations Network Resources (M) Sdn Bhd
met the Anglican Church Diocese of West
Malaysia Suffragan Bishop Rev Datuk
Charles K. Samuel and a few others from
St George’s Church to discuss the matter.

In January this year, the team involved
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Chow putting his signature to a few sets of the first-day covers that will be much
coveted by collectors. Looking on are Rev Charles (right), George Town World Heritage
Incorporated (GTWHI) general manager Dr Ang Ming Chee (centre) and Pengkalan

Kota assemblyman Daniel Gooi.

in designing the cover worked with the
church on the contents and design.

“The final design was submitted to Pos
Malaysia in March for printing.

“Congratulations to St George’s Church
for creating a milestone in its history,”
Chow said in his speech at the church on
May 11.

Rev Charles, meanwhile, said St
George’s Church Penang is also the oldest

Anglican Church in the Far East.

He also welcomed avid stamp collectors
to drop by at the church to purchase the
limited edition first day covers.

“Some sets are even more exclusive,
having the signature of Chief Minister
Chow,” he said.

He said Pos Malaysia would also sell
the stamps separately, apart from the
cover.

State ensures

— welfare of
religious

bodies maintained

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow assures
that the state government will care for the
welfare of all religious bodies in Penang.

“We will not rest on our laurels when it
comes to providing assistance to religious
organisations.

“This is because Pakatan Harapan believes
in inclusivity.

“We successfully celebrated Pakatan gov-
ernment’s first anniversary just days ago and
we shall stand united against religious extrem-
ism and racism,” Chow said after attending
the St George’s Church bicentenary celebra-
tion Thanksgiving service on May 11.

Some 500 church members took part in the
celebration.

Chow also appealed to the congregation to
give the federal government some time to
deliver a better country.

“I am aware of the feedback that Pakatan
Harapan is not doing fast enough, and many
promises remain unfulfilled.

“You have waited many years for change
and change will surely come in due course,”
Chow said.
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; WITH its maiden voyage on
»  April 18 this year, the Roy-

- al Caribbean Internation-
al’s newest and largest
cruise ship in Asia, “Spec-
-\ trum of the Seas”, arrived
at her first Southeast Asia
port - Swettenham Pier

of the Seas.

Cruise Terminal (SPCT), Penang.

The “Spectrum of the Seas”, at
169,379 gross registered tonnage
(GRT) and with a capacity of 5,622
guests, was the first Royal Carib-
bean’s Quantum Ultra Class cruise
vessel to call on Malaysia.

Her arrival marked the start of
Royal Caribbean’s “double Quan-
tum” year in the region, as one of
the two Quantum Class ships that
will be sailing here this year.

Stephen delivering her speech onboard the Spectrum

Cruise travellers from ‘Spectrum of the Seas’ disembark at Swettenham Pier Cruise Terminal.
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Penang welcomes Asia’s

Teige presenting a memento to Mohamaddin during his visit.

“Spectrum of the Seas” had
three sailings from Singapore - a
three-night cruise to Kuala Lumpur
(Port Klang) on May 18, a four-
night cruise to Penang on May 21,
and a nine-night one-way cruise
from Singapore to Shanghai, call-
ing at Ho Chi Minh City, Nha Trang
and Hong Kong on May 25.

Penang was the first port in
Southeast Asia to welcome the ship
as she made her way from Europe
to Shanghai.

Royal Caribbean’s Asia Pacific
managing director Angie Stephen
said “Quantum of the Seas”, the
sister ship of “Spectrum of the
Seas”, would be sailing in the re-
gion in November this year.

“Quantum of the Seas will be
arriving in Singapore in November
this year for a six-month season.

Her look and design are very much
similar to this ship,” Stephen said,
referring to the Spectrum of the
Seas.

Stephen said: “The Royal Carib-
bean has been in the cruise business
for 50 years and is the largest cruise
brand in the world.

“We continue to push the bound-
aries of innovation. We create in-
novative, memorable experiences
that vacationers love.”

Norwegian Charles Teige, cap-
tain of “Spectrum of the Seas”, said
he was proud to bring the ship to
Malaysia.

“The new ship has sailed 1,153
nautical miles after about one
month in service. It is one of the
most expensive ships in the world,
costing US$1.25 billion (about
RMS billion).

The Schooner Bar on Spectrum of the Seas.
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largest cruise ship

“We have 1,750 crew members
who come from 71 different na-
tions,” he said in his speech on May
16 to welcome government offi-
cials, media practitioners and guests
to tour the ship.

Tourism, Arts and Culture Min-
ister Datuk Mohamaddin Ketapi
said the cruise industry had made
some progress over the last few
years.

“Malaysia received 614 cruise
calls and 932,737 cruise passengers
last year.

“I am delighted to see this
healthy growth and would like to
express my gratitude and apprecia-
tion to our partners in the cruise
industry, especially Royal Carib-
bean International, for their confi-

dence in making significant deploy-
ment to Malaysia,” he said.

Mohamaddin said the govern-
ment has set up the Malaysia Cruise
Council (MCC) - the governing
body over all major ports in Malay-

sia.

“The MCC is made up of the
Tourism, Arts and Culture Ministry,
Transport Ministry and various
representatives from the public and
private sectors. It is the single body
that coordinates efforts towards
making Malaysia a cruise-friendly
destination.

=’L'I' =

SPCT chairman Ian James said
the expansion of SPCT was slated
to begin in the fourth quarter of this
year, with the completion of Phase
One by the end of 2020.

“With the development plan of
the cruise terminal, such as the
berth expansion of 220m, the joint
venture company SPCT Sdn Bhd

aims at improving the terminal’s
efficiency and capacity.

“The development will enable
us to handle 12,000 passengers at
any given time, a substantial surge

from the current 8,000 passengers,”
he said.

Penang Port Commission (PPC)

Some amenities on board the ship.
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Visitors queuing up to
ride the North Star.

A crew member

trying out the
FlowRider surf '

simulator.
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Spectrum of the Seas
calls on Penang.

chalrman Jeffrey Chew sald the
PPC, Penang Port Sdn Bhd, Fed-
eral and state agencies, and the
private sector were working close-
ly to create and coordinate efforts
to make Penang a preferred cruise
destination.
Chew said the cruise terminal
was so strategic that cruise travel-
lers would take less than 15mins to
walk from the ship to the heart of
George Town.
Pulau Tikus assemblyman
Chris Lee, who was representing
the Chief Minister’s office, pro-
moted Penang for its unique blend
of cultures.
He also credited Royal Carib-
bean for creating a “floating city”
in the ocean.

| United States am-

a | bassador to Malaysia
| Kamala Shirin Lakh-

' dhir said the nature of

|
| the Penang Port re-

| mained critical to
! many United States
| firms in Penang and
Kedah.
Guests at the event
were given the chance
I toexperience the elevat-
ed glass capsule, North
Star, which had made it

| to the Guiness Book of
| World Records.
“ The North Star offers
Y 4 \ its passengers an amaz-
4 ‘ ing bird’s eye view expe-
/ \ rience at 95m above the
‘ surface.
The guests were also
shown several highlights
of the ship including the
RipCord by iFly skydiving simula-
tor and the FlowRider surf simula-
tor.

To know more about the Royal
Caribbean, visit https://www.royal-
caribbean.com/
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Al‘t auction for

a good cause

Story by K. Thaarshenii
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE Friends of Goodwill, a team of
self-motivated and self-propelled so-
ciopreneurs, in collaboration with
Bayu Art Gallery, is organising the ‘Art
for Goodwill Charity Exhibition and
Auction’ in aid of the Federation of
Malaysia Thalassaemia Societies
(FMTS).

The charity exhibition is to auction
artworks contributed by artists from
Malaysia, predominantly from Penang,
to help raise funds for FMTS as well
as to increase awareness of thalassae-
mia, an inherited blood disorder.

In conjunction with the ‘Art for
Goodwill Charity Exhibition and Auc-
tion’, state Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin has invited
the public, amateur and professional
artists to contribute their artworks for
the exhibition.

“They can also bring home beautiful
art pieces through bidding.

“The exhibition aims to collect a
total of 50 art pieces (in any form)

¥

Yeoh (sitting, third from left) together with other invited guests present showing placards in support of the ‘Art for Goodwill Charity

Exhibition and Auction’.

which will be exhibited at the Penang-
pac Gallery during the scheduled pe-
riod.

“During the exhibition period, a si-
lent bid will be exercised for all col-
lected artworks to be auctioned off,”
he told a press conference on May 9.

According to Yeoh, Art for Goodwill
is also a platform for local talents to

showcase their artworks.

“This event also encourages the
growth of art in the state and boost its
strength as it strives to be an art hub
of the region,” he added.

So far, 12 artworks have been re-
ceived for the exhibition.

For further information, contact
Friends of Goodwill at thefriendsof-

goodwill@gmail.com, visit www.face-
book.com/thefriendsofgoodwill/ or
call 012-4280464 (Janice Kua).

Details of the event

Date: June 8- July 6

Time: 10am-6.30pm

Venue: Penangpac Gallery
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Be our own Cp am Planet

A 20-YEAR-OLD tree can pro-
duce only 50kg of paper.

Despite many efforts being
made, such as education, aware-
ness programmes and work-
shops, many are still unaware of
the importance of recycling.

Buddhist Tzu Chi Merits So-
ciety Malaysia commissioner
Khoo Boo Leong said the com-
munity was still not “matured”
with regards to recycling.

“Just imagine the number of
trees we can save through recy-
cling. We managed to recycle
250,645kg of paper last year
(2018).

“We need 5,013 20-year-old
trees to produce 250,645kg of
paper!” Khoo said in an inter-
view.

At the Lumba Kuda Recycle
Education Centre, Khoo said the
centre has been serving the com-
munity for almost 10 years.

“We want to educate the public
on recycling and segregating
their waste.

“This centre in Jalan Sekolah
La Salle is more than just a recy-
cling centre; it provides educa-
tion too.

“We encourage those who
visit the centre to spend half a day

to learn about recycling. Visitors
will also have hands-on experi-
ence when they visit the centre.

“Waste segregation is also
practised here. Besides paper, we
separate the waste into various
categories such as plastic, alu-
minium, clothes, e-waste, steel
containers, DVDs, and others.

“Our volunteers will teach
them how to segregate their waste
and recycle. The visitors can then
return home to practise and share
their knowledge with their fam-
ily members,” Khoo said.

Khoo said the Lumba Kuda
Recycle Education Centre was
also designed to be disabled-
friendly.

He said the recycling prac-
tice should be inculcated from
young.

“Everyone has a role to
play to conserve the environ-
ment,” he added.

“We are thankful to our

‘recycling heroes” who ?_ ]

The volunteers segregating the recyclables at the Lumba Kuda

Recycle Education Centre in Jalan Sekolah La Salle.

come to the centre daily to help
sort out the recyclables.

“These silent heroes are happy
that they can contribute back to
the environment and make new
friends at the same time,” Khoo

said.

Khoo said more civic par-
ticipation is needed to achieve
the Penang2030 vision.

He agreed that volunteerism
would be a unique and positive

Khoo sharing his experience
with Buletin Mutiara.

game-changer for the society in
Penang.

One of the 16 strategic initia-
tives of Penang2030 is to “Boost
participation of youth, women
and seniors in community life”.

Those who wish to visit the
Lumba Kuda Recycle Education
Centre can do so from 9am to
Spm daily.

The centre also opens on Mon-
day from 8pm to 10pm. It closes
on the eve, first day and second
day of Chinese New Year.

PMITF Kicks its way up

HE’S a man of few words, unas-
suming and polite. And he often
lets his fellow members of the
Penang Malaysia International
Taekwondo Federation (PMITF)
do the talking.

A founder of the PMITF in
2000, Balanchandran Sangkara-
nayar (@ Bala (pic) has a passion
for martial arts. When the subject
is particularly on tackwondo, he
is very engaging.

He has been teaching taek-
wondo for almost 10 years and
under his guidance, PMITF has
grown into a large and successful
organisation with 700 members
and 20 coaches.

He was formerly the Kedah
tackwondo coach.

In a recent interview with
Buletin Mutiara, Bala was joined
by PITF president S. Tamilsel-
vam, deputy president Nallapan
Cellapan, coach S. Satiyasara-
vanan and a few other members
where they shared their views.

Q: How did PMITF come
about?
Tamilselvam: [t was formed

in 2000 with only seven to 10
members. Looking back, it was
really difficult in those days.
Even getting a hall to train was
not easy. But we never gave up.

We used to train members in
most of the Rukun Tetangga
(RT) premises in Penang.

Later, we managed to rent a
shop lot to provide training to
the members.

Q: What are the achieve-
ments of PMITF so far?
Satiyasaravanan: In 2017,
PMITF won the overall best
club championship in Malay-
sia. We were proud that in
2018, Penang emerged the
overall winners in the Asean
School & Club Champion-
ship.

From 2002 to 2010,
PMITF combined with some
other clubs from Ke-
dah to compete
under the

KEDAH-B banner and we are
the overall champions for seven
consecutive years.

In 2018, PMITF took part in
the seventh ITF World Cup in
Sydney and came home with two
silver and four bronze medals.

At the SUKIM 2017, four of
our students won one gold and
three bronze medals.

Q: By taking up this
sport, what can a boy or
girl learn?
Bala: As you can see, cases
such as rape, bullying and vio-
lence in Malaysia are on the
rise. By taking up martial
arts, people can protect
themselves.

Besides self-defence,
a taekwondo student
will learn about self-
discipline, teamwork
and leadership skills.
They have to be fit not
only physically but also
mentally.

Q: As a taekwondo
club in Penang,
what are your views

on the Penang2030
vision and sugges-
tions to improve not
only taekwondo but

other sports as well?
Tamilselvam: Participants
should be chosen based on their
capability or achievement, not
on other criteria.

The Education Ministry also
must make martial arts a com-
pulsory syllabus for students.
Martial arts should be encour-
aged from grassroots level.

Satiyasaravanan: All state
and government bodies must be
involved in all the sports and
tournaments. Besides that, we
should have qualified or certified
coaches and instructors for all
sports.

Bala: We have a big hope that
the new government will bring
change to the sports sector. We
understand that the federal gov-
ernment is facing financial prob-
lems. In the future, we hope they
can do something more for sports
clubs.

As an individual, I would like
government bodies to take re-
sponsibility to monitor every
sports club. When they check
whether the sports club is run
smoothly or not, I believe they
will lift sports in Penang to
greater heights.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang

airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 9131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh

pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04-262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-2618745

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

M

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.01 PENAGA

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman m
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

m 04 -390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.39 PULAU BETONG

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad

jmmohamed002@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

DAP PENANG HQ

dappg@streamyx.com [Tg 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

megnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

(T

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

m 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-5767606

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM _ 04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Program-Program Emas

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

M

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lbrahim

n21 n. heh@gmail.com

U]

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee

kebunbunga24@gmail.com

}T; 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

}T 04 -250 1522
F) 04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

PRGN JERATAH
EHLRAT KEMATIAN WARDA DWAS & W) TURGLEL

RM1,000

‘one-off”

PROGRAM - PROGRAM EMAS

KEERAJAAN HEGER PAKAT

%‘é PEANATW Ariffi T) 04 - 538 2871 o
r. Norlela Ariffin -
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com H 04 - 538 4871 SOCSO
N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee T) 017 - 8133 509
berapit@dappg.org F) 04 - 540 0006
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon T) 013 -399 0519
kllee78@gmail.com F) 04-551 1442
N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung T) 04 - 507 5001 R
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 507 5001 Ir
'Y‘Eﬂ% BH %LTAM%P T) 04 - 502 5818 :‘;

le] oon Ai -

H 04 - 506 2138 i

N.19 JAWI S gt J PR T RARA P M O ARG
YB H'ng Mooi Lye m 04 -594 1163 f
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MPSP 2019
Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390

A'ziss Zainal Abiddin 017 - 938 9192
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397
Pakianathan

Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2229
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113
Kirupanantha

Johnson a/I 012 - 424 5745
Anthonysamy

Kang Yau Chuang 010 - 829 3904

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
Kewarganegaraan
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai 019 -457 2271
Tengah
5. Vadi Velan A/L Seberang Perai 011 - 1144 1816
Subramaniam Selatan
Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

Khong Chee Seong

011 -1522 6628

MBPP 2019 .
Nama Telefon
MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818

Kumaran A/L Krishnan

012 - 464 4697

Aidi Akhbal Mohamed Zainon

012 - 464 3004

Marshidaliza Marzuki

011 - 3929 9023

Azahari Aris

016 - 499 2580

Azli Ibrahim

011 - 2432 9007

Dr. Chee Heng Leng

017 - 333 9366

Francis a/l Joseph

012-474 3321

Gerald Mak Mun Keong

Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013-770 1001
Nasir 013 - 503 3349
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456
Mohamad Nor

Mohamad Akmal Azhar 019 -518 5145
Ong Jing Cheng 012 -758 3779

016 - 445 5709

Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571

Harvindar Singh a/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250
Singh

Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276
Latifah Hussainsa 013 -436 1999

Nurliyana Mohd Ramzi

011 - 3922 4080

Nur Zarina Zakaria

011 -1578 5098
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1
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Ong Kean Peng 012-629 1133 !
Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 5100075
Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 463 2787
Shahrudin Mohamed Sharriff 012 - 428 3160
Shung Yin Ni 012 - 413 9246

Tan Hooi Peng

012 - 498 6212

Ooi Yong Wooi 016-421 1196
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-3807672
Tan Chee Teong 012 -4017718
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101
Tengku Rasidah Tengku 019 - 4731323
Kamarudin

Wong Chee Keet 012-4511312
Zaini Awang 019 - 546 3115
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Tan Seng Keat 012-438 6191
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Vino Dini a/p Chandragason 016 - 439 9358
Pitchy

Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121
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Pledges tulfilled,
housing target exceed

IN this third and final series on the promises in the
Pakatan Harapan manifesto for the 14th General Election, we speak to
some exco members on their achievements post-May 2018.

Story by Edmund Lee

PENANG, in a bid to have a
safer city, has installed more than
1,000 closedcircuit television cam-
eras (CCTVs) as pledged in its
manifesto last year.

Speaking on this, Penang Local
Government, Housing, Town &
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh told re-
porters this was a boost and
achievement for the state.

He said these CCTVs were the
government’s initiative to reduce
crime and the way forward towards
becoming a smart city.

“I’m happy that a total of 1,175

units of CCTVs have been fixed.

“This includes Penang being the
first state to install facial recogni-
tion cameras,” he said.

Jagdeep was addressing Buletin
Mutiara on the promises made
under his portfolio last year.

For housing, Jagdeep said the
pledge made has even surpassed in
terms of units of housing delivered.

“In this regard, in our last elec-
tion manifesto, we have pledged
some 75,631 units of low-cost
(LC), low-medium cost (LMC) and
affordable housing to be delivered
by 2025.

“However, I’'m glad to an-
nounce as of up to date, we have

exceeded that number, namely
29,959 units been built, 23,567 are
in various stages of being built and
48,528 have been approved to be
built.

“This adds up to a total of
102,054 units overall surpassing
the 75,631 units.

On the local government aspect,
Jagdeep said several key initiatives
have been laid out including
achieving the status of smart state,
smart parking system, the introduc-
tion of Terragraph broadband,
planting more saplings to maintain
the state as a cleaner, safer and
healthier place.

Also Penang leads in having two

digital libraries on the island while
another Islamic Digital Library is
currently in the process of being
built on the mainland

On his Town and Country Plan-
ning portfolio, he pointed out rec-
lamation works for Gurney Wharf
where a world class “park-on-the-
sea” is expected to complete in
three months.

The many components of the
promenade will offer public facili-

ties to the people along the sea-
front, skate park, shops, public
toilet, viewing decks, children
playground, parking lots and disa-
bled-friendly facilities.

On local government elections,
Jagdeep said the state awaits a final
decision by the Federal Govern-
ment as Putrajaya will have its final
say on this.

“We will continue to push for
it,” he added.

Championing gender equality

THE launch of the country’s
first Gender Inclusiveness
Policy (DKG) recently was the
biggest success of the state
Women and Family Develop-
ment, Gender Inclusiveness
and Religions Other Than Is-
lam Committee chairman
Chong Eng.

According to Chong Eng,
the policy aims to reduce the
gender inequality and to in-
crease awareness among the
community.

“In line with the Penang2030 vision, this
policy is to bring transformation to the state
and focus more on women and family devel-
opment,” she told Buletin Mutiara in an in-
terview recently.

“All agencies and state departments need
to ensure DKG is carried out in their respec-
tive departments based on the guidelines
provided.

“Heads of departments and agencies must
collect sex-disaggregated data (SDD) and
implement gender responsive and participa-
tory budget (GRPB) in their respective of-
fices.

“Through this policy, Penang aims for a
ratio of 40:40:20 as a benchmark for the
participation of women and men at the policy
making level.

“This means 40% are women, 40% men
and 20% are for both men and women, so
there is no gender that dominates the decision-
making process.”

According to Chong Eng, in some areas
such as the government or political sector, the

decision-making process
does not usually have enough
female representatives.

“When female representa-

tion is not enough, then the
decision made is not very
encouraging or the distribu-
tion of resources is not
equal,” added Chong Eng,
who is also Padang Lalang
assemblyman.

Chong Eng said the DKG
was successfully implement-
ed because of the understanding and backing
of Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

“Without the support of a male leader like
the Chief Minister, DKG would not have been
implemented,” she said.

Women and Family Development

As a further boost for women, the state
government has also launched the Women
and Family Development Committee
(JPWK), headed by Chong Eng.

The committee has been mobilised in 40
state constituencies.

In each constituency, a JPWK has been
formed to provide opportunities for women
in the community to lead and serve.

“In March, 22 constituencies had con-
ducted 24 projects related to women empow-
erment, families, health and community,
drawing a participation of 4,592 people,
mostly women.

“This effort will bring strategic changes to
transform Penang as a state that focuses on
the development of women and families,” she
said.

Education way forward in caring for environment

STATE Committee chairman for Welfare,
Caring Society and Environment Phee Boon
Poh said education enforcement by both
Penang Island City Council (MBPP) and
Seberang Perai Municipal Council (MBPP)
would be a more effective way to get the no-
plastic bag campaign underway.

He added that from April 13, the commit-
tee had appealed to the people of Penang not
to buy plastic bags from supermarkets every
Monday on a voluntary basis.

“If everything goes well, Penang may
impose that kind of ruling from July 1, subject
to approval from the state government,” Phee
told the Buletin Mutiara team during an inter-
view recently at his office in Komtar to discuss
the manifesto outlined by Pakatan Harapan.

Environmental Issues

Concering the environment, Phee said
the plan to convert Pulau Jerejak into a forest
reserve was in its final stages.

He also voiced his concern about the exist-
ing procedure of planting saplings which he
thinks can be improved.

“We often hear of trees being uprooted
when there is a downpour. Does the public
question why this happens?

“I recommend that the Forestry Depart-
ment be consulted on the issue on planting
saplings.

“Were they planted from a hole which is
at least five feet deep, so that they would be
strongly rooted as they grow bigger?” he
asked.

Phee also shared his opinion of Tecoma
trees being planted by the roadside at many
places in the state.

“I'would like to recommend that these trees

be planted at an empty space like playgrounds
and parks, instead of by the roadside.

“Their fallen leaves pose a danger to mo-
torcyclists as they are slippery in nature and
will obstruct vision when falling down onto
the road,” he said.

He also voiced the need to ask for funding
totalling RM17 million for road repairs in
Cherok Tok Kun, at 60 places due to land-
slides.

Caring Society

Talking about the Penang CAT Dialysis
Centre in Southwest District (Balik Pulau), he
said there are now 14 machines running on
three shifts and serving 80 patients.

“The state government plans to open di-
alysis centres in five districts within the Pen-
ang region in the near future.

“Non-government
organisations, like
B.Braun Avitum
Renal Services
Sdn Bhd (B.
Braun) started a
joint venture
with the state
government in
2013 as part of
their corporate
social responsibil-
ity,” Phee said.
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Business as usual for DCMI

IT has been nearly 11 months since
Deputy Chief Minister 1 Datuk
Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman
underwent a successful heart opera-
tion.

There were initial doubts wheth-
er the 61-year-old could continue
with his political career after suffer-
ing a heart attack, but Ahmad Zaki-
yuddin proved to be a fighter and
bounced back with a speedy recov-
ery.

“What happened could be due to
work stress. But [ was very positive
that I would be back on my feet. My
philosophy is to tackle one thing at
a time,” Ahmad Zakiyuddin said
during an interview with Buletin
Mutiara as he looked back on the
past year as the state Islamic Affairs,
Industrial Development and Com-
munity Relations Committee chair-
man.

Early this year, he said the state
government, through the Penang
Development Corporation, formed

a Business and Industrial Park En-
hancement Council (BIPEC) which
is headed by him.

BIPEC is to review issues re-
lated to the authority and jurisdiction
ofagencies involved in maintenance
work, upgrading and conservation
pertaining to the industrial sector.

“For instance, before this, we
received feedback of overlap of
maintenance works by the local
authorities, Public Works Depart-
ment, state Irrigation and Drainage
Department and developers. So,
BIPEC will examine the issues and
help the affected agencies resolve
them,” he explained.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin said
the state government was
also doing its best to prepare
a skilled workforce so as to
attract more investors.

“For us to convince investors
to come here, we need to build our
human capital especially in STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering

Ahmad Zakiyuddin says

a skilled workforce is 2
very important to attract —
more investors to the .

state.
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and Mathematics). We need to have
skilled, sufficient and capable people
to meet their expectations.”

On Islamic affairs, Ahmad Zaki-
yuddin said there were plans to build
Syed Sheikh Al-Hadi Institute and
the first international Islamic school
in the state.

He said Syed Sheikh was a
noted religious reformist in the 20s
who contributed much to the devel-
opment of Islam not only in Penang
but also in other regions.

The international Islamic school
will be built in Sungai Ara by
Yayasan Islam Pulau Pinang, which
will receive a grant from the Penang
government. The school is expected

\ to be completed in two years from

next year.

On community relations,
Ahamd Zakiyuddin said 370
Village Community Manage-
ment Councils (MPKKs) have
been formed in Penang.

He said their administration
was being streamlined and the
state would provide training so
that better services could be pro-
vided to the people.

Increasing the pace of sports

THE “Sports For All” programme
will be accelerated in the next two
years, says state Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee (pic).

This year, the programme start-
ed with the promotion of one sport
every month but Soon said it
would be stepped up to two sports
every month next year and three
sports every month in 2021.

The 12 sports selected for this
year were chess (January), basket-
ball (February), softball (March),
netball (April), eSports (May),
handball (July), karate (August),
wushu (September), floorball (Oc-
tober), petanque (November) and
judo (December).

“We (the state government)
want to promote all sports to resi-
dents regardless of race, age or

background. It is not only some
famous sports that we want to
promote but also some not so fa-
mous and also traditional sports,”
Soon said during an interview with
Buletin Mutiara on the past year’s
work after taking up the state ex-
ecutive councillor’s post.
“Through this programme, we
hope to stir more people to be in-
terested in sports and also to scout
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talents. We
don’t know
where and who
our future stars
will be, but we
have to start by
going to school
and communi-
ty levels and
conducting
clinics.”

He said new
sports infra-
structure
would take
shape according to pledges made
in the 14th General Election
manifesto, albeit a few changes.

The velodrome plan has been
shelved and in its place, a multi-
purpose sports complex will be
built near Queensbay Mall in-
stead.

Soon said the complex would
cater to sports like wushu, judo,
volleyball, basketball, sepak
takraw, netball or other indoor
games.

“We are preparing to host
Sukma either in 2022 or 2024 and
we have to prepare an arena with
good facilities. Our cyclists can
be sent to Ipoh for training at the
velodrome there,” Soon said.

A proposed badminton com-
plex with 32 courts at Ampang
Jajar has also been changed to a
multipurpose sports complex,
including for swimming and
aquatics.

But Soon said a badminton
academy, known as the Northern

Region Badminton
Academy, was in the
pipeline.

Talks are going on
with the Badminton
Association of Ma-
laysia to set up this
academy in Sungai
Pinang.

The plan to build a
badminton complex
in Jalan Bukit Pan-
chor will proceed.
The only change is
that instead of a pro-
posed 12 courts, Soon said the
complex would cater to nine courts
to increase car park space.

Soon added that the state gov-
ernment was looking for a good
location to form an eSports centre
and an eSports club on the island
for the development of eSports.

On youth development, Soon
said the state government targets
three age groups, namely from 15
to 19, 20 to 25 and 26 to 30.

As the majority of the 15-19 age
group are students, Soon said they
are encouraged to join a lot of
outside or international competi-
tions for exposure.

Efforts to promote more job
opportunities are aimed at the
second group (20-25) as they em-
bark on their careers.

For the 26-30 age group, Soon
said financial management would
be important for first-time work-
ers. In this respect, he said his of-
fice was working with PYDC to
assist them.



Ramadan

oifts for

the needy

SOME 150 residents from Bayan
Lepas constituency recently ben-
efited from a donation programme
of kitchen utensils given by its
assemblyman Azrul Mahathir
Aziz.

The programme was held at the
Perda Community Hall in Teluk
Kumbar on May 12.

In his speech, Azrul said he was
thankful for being able to hand the
kitchen utensils to those who were
in need of them, especially during
the fasting month.

“The 150 recipients were cho-
sen from various homes in the
Bayan Lepas constituency. It is a
blessing to help them.
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Azrul (fourth from left) handing out donations to recipients at the programme held in Teluk Kumbar.

“The state and the federal gov-
ernments together do not ignore

the interests of the Malay com-
munity and those of Islamic faith.

“The propaganda that Islam is
threatened under the Pakatan Hara-

pan rule is only a political defama-
tion,” he said.

I Celebrating Ramadan
_ in brotherly love
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LET us all celebrate this
Ramadan month with our
Muslim friends in the spirit of
togetherness and in brotherly
love, says Pulau Tikus as-
semblyman Chris Lee.

“The Ramadan month sig-
nifies a holy month where our
Muslim friends fast before
celebrating Hari Raya Aidil-
fitri.

“So, it is important that we
celebrate it together with our
Muslim friends and learn how
fasting can help replenish
ourselves.

“We Malaysians celebrate
Hari Raya in a very unique
manner compared to the rest
of the world due to our multi-
cultural society.

“Let us all appreciate and

PERLUKAMN MODAL TAMBAHAN?
INGIN KEMBANGEAN PERNIAGAANT

DAPATKAN PINJAMAN PERNIAGAAN SEGERAIIN

TANPA CAGARAN DAM PENJAMIN

MUDAH DAN TIDAK MEMBEBANKAN

TERBUEA KEPADA SEMUA KAUM

FOARAD KLLAYANAM

Tel. 04-6340111 mh lﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ!‘mﬂlﬂfm

conserve this uniqueness as
we go forward into the modern
era,” Lee said at the launch of
the “Kota Raya Gurney” in
Gurney Plaza on May 16.

At the event, 40 under-
privileged families from Pulau
Tikus constituency were treat-
ed to a scrumptious buka
puasa meal.

Gurney Plaza this year is
celebrating Hari Raya by re-
kindling the good old memo-
ries of yesteryears with its
nostalgic Raya deco at the
main atrium.

“This set-up brings us back
to a time where life was much
simpler and people were more
engaged with each other un-
like now where they are glued
to their phones.

“I hope that the younger
generation would be able to
draw inspiration from how
things were in those days,”
added Lee.

Visitors can enjoy taking
pictures as it features small
town scenes such as the
“warung” (coffee shop), old
grocery store, tailor and a bar-

:WWWMWWHWWW ber shop besides displaying
PERNIAGAAN DARI . d.,,, """“‘“P Pulay Pinang some scooters used in the 70s.
RM1000.00 :m% bi & bolon The stage, called “Pang-
gﬁ%ﬂﬂ s Mmpm WW&MMW{SN gung Wgyang Gurney”, also
* *4oriakluk s i saw exciting programmes and
dan syarat yang BAHACIAN PE performances such as joget,

wayang kulit, angklung and a
Raya live band.
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‘Beg Mama’ gifts for Mother’s Day

Story & pix by K.
Thaarshenii

MOTHER’S Day was indeed a
special one as Bukit Mertajam MP
Steven Sim celebrated it with
mothers who had given birth re-
cently at the Bukit Mertajam
Hospital.

To mark the Mother’s Day on
May 12, Sim distributed “Beg
Mama” to some 30 mothers.

“This is a small way to appreci-
ate their sacrifices. Mothers de-
serve to be loved and respected.

“Mother’s Day is such a joyous
occasion and it should be treas-
ured,” Sim told reporters during
the “Beg Mama” distribution

event at Bukit Mertajam Hospital
on May 12.

The recipients were caught by
surprise as they wore wide smiles
on their faces.

The “Beg Mama” included five
pieces of napkins, a piece of baby
bib, a pair of baby mittens and
booties, a piece of sarong, three
handkerchiefs, one set of breast-
feeding pad, a set of nail clippers,
a bottle of baby shower and a
packet of wet tissue.

Accompanying Sim on his
rounds was his wife Chan Jo Rin.

One of the mothers happily
receiving her ‘Beg Mama’ from
Sim as Chan looks on.

26 MEI 2018
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Heng (front row, eighth from left), Nik Ros Azhan and other guests taking a group photo while holding

the road safety campaign banner

Raising road safety awareness
to reduce accidents

BERAPIT assemblyman Heng
Lee Lee will organise a safety
campaign to raise awareness
among road users on May 26.

The campaign is also held in
conjunction with Mother’s Day
which fell on May 12.

“This is the best gift for mothers
because every parent looks for-
ward to the safe return of their
children,” Heng told a press con-
ference at the Berapit public mar-
ket on May 17.

The road safety campaign is
organised by the Women and Fam-
ily Development Committee
(JPWK) Berapit constituency in
cooperation with Central Seberang
Perai police, Puspakom, Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP),
Berapit as well as Kampung Besar
Village Community Management

Councils (MPKK).

On the day of the campaign,
Puspakom will use its mobile truck
to run a full inspection for cars and
check the tinting for free at Berapit
public market.

The inspection will be from
9am until 4pm.

“Puspakom will usually con-
duct a full car inspection for a fee
of RM53. But, now it is com-
pletely free of charge for the pub-
lic on the day of the campaign.

“Inspection slots are limited to
only 35 cars, so early registration
is required. Vehicles found not
complying with the rules and
regulations will not be issued sum-
monses by Puspakom on that day,”
she added.

Heng said other services would
be provided such as free checking

of car tint, road safety briefings by
the police and free legal consulta-
tion by six lawyers.

On another note, Central Se-
berang Perai police chief ACP Nik
Ros Azhan Nik Abdul Hamid
added that according to statistics,
Jalan Berapit saw a total of 68 ac-
cident cases (one death) in 2017,
94 accident cases (three deaths) in
2018 and 37 accident cases from
January until April 2019.

“I believe that road safety cam-
paign will help to raise awareness
among road users to create a safe
environment and to avoid acci-
dents,” he said.

Those interested to get the free
full inspection for cars may contact
Chew at 019-444 3513 or visit
facebook: JPWK KADUN Bera-

pit.

Lee handing over te gift bag to one of the single mothers at the
Kelawai Flats.

Special treat for single mums

FIFTY-SIX single mothers in
Pulau Tikus had a pleasant surprise
on Mother’s Day when Pulau Tikus
assemblyman Chris Lee and the
Village Community Management
Councils (MPKKs) in Pulau Tikus
visited them bearing gifts.

Lee and the team members
handed out gift bags containing
food and snacks to the single moth-
ers.

Lee together with Bangkok Lane
MPKK chairman Babjan Ibrahim
and his team visited the Kelawai
Flats and distributed gift bags to the
single mothers living there on May
12.

The MPKKs handed out the gift
bags at Pantai Molek (27 recipi-
ents), Gurney Drive (two recipi-
ents), Midland Berjaya (seven re-

cipients), Kelawai (six recipients),
Bangkok Lane (12 recipients),
Kampung Heriot (one recipient)
and Kebun Nyiur / Kampung Sireh
(one recipient).

Lee said single mothers had to
strive to beat the odds to raise their
children.

“While we remember the sacri-
fices of our mothers, let us also help
those who are less fortunate who
have sacrificed a lot to raise their
children to be the best they can be,”
Lee said.

Earlier in the morning, Lee
along with Pulau Tikus Women and
Family Development Committee
(JPWK) members distributed dates
to the residents at Kampung Her-
riot in conjunction with the fasting
month.
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Lucky draw prizes for tull

assessment payments

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

FIFTY lucky assessment taxpayers for
2019 were recently rewarded with
lucky draws ranging from cash vouch-
ers to the top prize.

Speaking at the lucky draw function
held at Komtar on May 8, Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) secretary
Addnan Mohd Razali said the 50 win-
ners were rewarded for their assess-
ment payment for the whole year 2019
and not having any arrears.

“The payment of assessment tax is
the responsibility of each premises
owner under the local government con-
stituency.

“Assessment tax is the main income
of a local council, and through this
income it can carry out various projects
for the well-being of Penangites,” he
added.

For this year, some 58,386 accounts
were eligible for the lucky draw com-
pared to 28,471 last year.

Addnan (front row, seventh from Ieft) joining some of the lucky draw winners for a group photograph at the functlon

“MBPP hopes the lucky draw func-
tion will continue to be held and be an
inspiration for taxpayer to settle their
assessment tax on time, ” Addnan said.

“The council in its effort to reduce
assessment tax arrears will take more
stringent measures against premises
owners who have outstanding pay-

ments.”

Meanwhile, the second lucky draw
prize winner of a Panasonic 43-inch
HD Sound TV, Melvin Low, 47, a re-
tiree, said he was surprised to be se-
lected as one of the top lucky draw
winners.

“I have been paying the half-year

assessment before this. When informed
that I can qualify for a lucky draw if I
made the full-year payment, [ immedi-
ately agreed to do so,” he added.
Low, who lives in Batu Ferringhi, in
thanking MBPP for the initiative said
he will continue to pay the full year
assessment from next year onwards.
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Fostering ties,

celebrating
Family Day

THE Penang government, through
the collaboration of the office of
state committee chairman for Wom-
en and Family Development, Gen-
der Inclusiveness, and Religions
Other Than Islam and Penang
Women’s Development Corpora-
tion (PWDC) chairman, is organis-
ing the state-level Family Day on
June 15 from 8.30am to 4pm at
Dewan Budaya, Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM).

The theme for this year is “Cel-
ebrating Family” and it aims to
create a space for interaction and
knowledge sharing involving all
segments of society.

“In line with the Penang2030
vision to transform Penang into a
‘Family-Focused Green and Smart
State that inspires the Nation’, this
Family Day will highlight and raise
awareness on the importance of
family as a basic unit of society

while fostering and enhancing bond
between family members through
interactive activities,” Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow said when he
launched the event at Komtar on
May 6.

This celebration caters to par-
ticipants from different age groups
with inherent different needs.

The Forum Session 1, which is
fittingly called “Plugged in Parent-
ing”, focuses on how to raise a
family in our rapidly changing
digital age so that parents may uti-
lise technologies effectively to en-
hance family well-being.

Meanwhile, Forum Session 2
provides the much-needed platform
for the younger generation.

In “Santai Anak Muda: Ke Alam
Dewasa’, the millennial panellists
with ages ranging from 16 to 26
years will have the opportunity to
share their experience of growing

Chow (sixth from left) joining other guests during the event launch at Komtar.

up, what a family means to them
and their aspirations.

Chow added that those in favour
of interactive activity may choose
to join “Shared Responsibility in a
Family” session where at least three
family members are challenged to
prepare morning tea together as a
team.

“Participants can also sign-up for
the ‘Station Games’ in which teams
of four will overcome obstacles
designed throughout the compound
surrounding Dewan Budaya in
USM.

“Additionally, we will have a

(From fourth from left) Teow, Ramasamy, Kanjna and Fatimah in a group picture after the press conference.

Five preschool teachers picked
for English course

FIVE preschool teachers from
five different schools in each dis-
trict in Penang have been selected
to undergo a nine-month Cam-
bridge Assessment English profes-
sional development course — Cer-
tificate in English Language Teach-
ing- Primary (CELT-P) which will
be conducted by GPEX Central
Sdn Bhd.

This programme is a joint col-
laboration between the Penang
Education Council (PEC) and
GPEX Central under their corpo-
rate social responsibility (CSR)
project to enhance pre-school
teachers’ teaching skills.

GPEX Central managing direc-
tor Bryan Teow said in return of

the scholarship awarded, the
teachers need to teach Commu-
nity Cambridge English classes in
their respective pre-schools for
one year for pupils from low-in-
come groups.

“GPEX will be sponsoring 250
copies of imported learning mate-
rials from Cambridge University
Press for the community English
classes.

“Preschool pupils who have at-
tained sufficient proficiency will
also be sponsored by GPEX and
the corporate sector to sit for Cam-
bridge English Qualifications- Pre
A1 Starters at the end of the
course,” Teow said during the
MoU signing ceremony between

PEC and GPEX Central on May 7.

The ceremony was witnessed
by Deputy Chief Minister II Prof
Dr P. Ramasamy and the regional
manager education-Asean, Cam-
bridge University Press Malaysia
Kanjna Paranthaman.

“The collaboration will be a
significant milestone for govern-
ment pre-schools in upskilling the
English language teachers,” said
Ramasamy.

Also present were PEC man-
ager Fatimah Hassan, Penang State
Education Department principal
assistant director for English Lan-
guage Zulkifli Ahmad and repre-
sentatives from Penang State Edu-
cation Department.

story telling session for the kids to
showcase their talents. Renowned
international storyteller Uncle Fat
and our very own Ummi Sham will
be joining our young ones too. They
will be sharing stories on cherishing
families,” Chow added.

He said more than 2,000 partici-
pants are expected to be part of this

state celebration, where strategic
partners including IPK College, QQ
Kindergarten & Nursery and KDU
Penang University College are
making time and effort to make this
event a success.

For more details, e-mail to info@
pwdc.org.my, call 04-2612835 or
fax to 04-2612839.

Yeoh (fifth from left) and Rexy (fourth from left) posing with other
guests during the book launching ceremony.

Book on nature trails of
Seberang Perai launched

PENANG is a travel destination
with strong cultural, historical and
heritage elements, said state Tour-
ism Development, Arts, Culture
and Heritage Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin when he attended
a book launch ceremony.

The book, titled “Nature Trails
of Seberang Perai”, was written by
Penangite Rexy Prakash Chacko,
who is a young engineer by profes-
sion and a nature lover by passion.

Speaking at the launching cer-
emony, Yeoh said Rexy has
mapped and compiled a compre-
hensive list of nature trails in Se-
berang Perai.

“The book is vividly illustrated
with maps and photographs, bring-
ing the wonders of Seberang Per-
ai’s natural assets to the fore.

“The purpose of the book is a
way to increase our connection
with nature and provide opportuni-
ties to explore a range of trails,”

Yeoh said during the ceremony at
Penang Youth Centre, Lebuh
Acheh, George Town on May 4.

Rexy said he wanted more peo-
ple to explore the natural wonders
of Penang, especially in Seberang
Perai.

“T also believe that today as we
face the challenges of climate
change and natural habitat destruc-
tion, it is more important than ever
for people to come into contact
with the natural world. Only then
will people realise how beautiful
nature is and seek to protect her,”
he added.

The 120-page book offers a
range of hiking opportunities to
Penangites and visitors of all ages.

For those who are interested, the
book is available at arecabooks.
com, all major bookshops and also
at Areca book store located at 72,
Lebuh Acheh.

It is priced at RM20.



‘Contribute to
society despite

physical
disabilities’

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

THOUSANDS of people have
benefited from the free prostheses
programme jointly organised by
the Che Hoon Khor Moral Uplif-
ting Society (Penang) and the
Prostheses Foundation of Prin-
cess Mother of Thailand since
2007.

The programme is held every
three years and this year it returns
for the fifth time.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who attended the launch of
the event, offered some words of
encouragement to the beneficiaries
of the programme.

”Upon receiving the prosthetic
limbs, I would like to encourage
all of you to rebuild your confiden-
ce to face the setbacks of life.

[ also hope that you will be
able to motivate others who are
facing a similar situation to rise
above challenges and to take part
in the development of the country
and society.

”The state government and all
the many NGOs (non-governmen-

tal organisations) are all willing to
be part of programmes such as this
so as to assist the special needs
group to brave the challenges of
life,” said Chow at the launch of
the programme on May 12.

”The state government and all
the many NGOs (non-governmen-
tal organisations) are all willing to
be part of programmes such as this
so as to assist the special needs
group to brave the challenges of
life,” said Chow at the launch of
the programme on May 12.

Chow also commended the
organisation for its services to the
community and urged other orga-
nisations to emulate its act.

In this seven-day programme
doctors and technical personnel
will measure, check and make the
prosthetic limbs suitable for the
amputee.

Che Hoon Khor Moral Uplif-
ting Society president Datuk Lim
Cheah Chooi said they desired to
set up a prostheses repair and
maintenance centre to provide
repair and maintenance services
to amputees.

He added they were also loo-
king for volunteers, especially
retired medical officers, to help out

Glow Walk 2019 attracts

huge crowd

HUNDREDS of participants
took part in the Glow Walk 2019
held at the Youth Park in Waterfall
Road on May 4.

The 5-km Fun Walk, which
started at Youth Park to Botanical
Garden (upper route) and back, com-
menced at 8pm and was flagged off
by Youth and Sports committee
chairman Soon Lip Chee.

It was preceded by a “Face
Painting”. “Magic of Science”
show and a zumba session from
6pm.

Since the event emphasised on
the “glow” theme, competitors
were issued with striking colour
(fluorescent-look) round-neck
Tshirts and a glow-band each.

They were also encouraged to
paint their faces and add on any
“glow-in-the dark” items to en-
hance their look in line with the
theme.

Also present were Tech Dome
Penang chief executive officer Dr
Khong Yoon Loong and Kebun
Bungah assemblyman Jason Ong
Khan Lee.

The event was also endorsed by
Penang Sports Council (MSN) and
Penang Education Department
(JPPP) and supported by Penang
Island City Council, Penang Youth
Development Council, Penang
Amateur Athletic Association
(PAAA), the police, St John Ambu-
lance and Active Style Concept.

Chow (fourth from left) looking at the types of prosthetic limbs available.

Choong Yit Chuan, a total of 248
beneficiaries would be receiving
their prosthetic limbs this year.

at the centre.
”They will be sent to the prosthe-
ses foundation in Thailand for the

technical training,” said Lim.
According to Che Hoon Khor
Moral Uplifting Society secretary
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Up close anc
person

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Darwina Mohd
Daud

FACEBOOK followers of
Chow Kon Yeow got a golden
opportunity to meet up with the
Penang Chief Minister for about
a two-hour dialogue and were
impressed with his warm and
friendly interactions.

The restored Suffolk House, a
magnificent Georgian-style man-
sion built in the 1800s, was a
perfect setting for a relaxed and
amiable gathering for them on
March 20.

Over 50 FB followers, inclu-
ding a few from outstation, at-
tended the session, titled ‘Rise
and Shine 2019 Meet and Greet
Session with Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow’.

Accompanying Chow to the
session was his wife Tan Lean
Kee.

In a Q and A session, Chow
received several written questi-
ons, mostly related to housing,
transport, medical tourism, agri-
culture, food and cleanliness and
he answered them all in quite
detail.

The couple also shared a bit
of their personal life and how
they coped with the stress and
demands - Chow on his role as
the fifth Chief Minister of Pe-
nang and Tan on her role as his
spouse.

“The responsibility of a chief
minister is very different than
from an exco member or other
officers,” Chow said in response
to a question.

“I think the demand for time
is overwhelming. The moment _
I step into the office, it’s no ¢
longer me directing my life.
The programme secretary
will be arranging where 1
should be.

“It is mainly chairing a
lot of meetings. And all
these are necessary mee-
tings. They can someti-
mes be long.

“The exco meetings,
for instance, can go on
to three, four or five
hours. It happens every
week and there could
be three such meetings
in a month.

AR/

aﬁ‘t

e

—— —
] .-'-5 -
i N
I] I I||
) I ) |
. 4 ||'
= F'h' e
3 8 |
" p -y il
n 2 i

Chow engaging in a dialogue session with his FB followers at Suffolk House.

“I’ve no time to exercise.
There is a slot for me to do so
every Tuesday and Thursday
from 6pm to 7pm. It is there in
the programme but it has never
happened.”

Such is his heavy workload
that his office will try to block
10am to 2pm every Sunday for
the couple and their family to
have some quality time together.

Chow said he tried to have at
least six hours of sleep, noting
that his predecessors like Tan Sri
Dr Koh Tsu Choon and Lim
Guan Eng were reported to have
said they slept about four hours
each day.

“But I think I can assure you

that I need six hours to function
as a human being,” Chow said to
the participants’ laughter.

When asked about her side of
story, Tan said she was quite used
to their lifestyle. They have
known each other since 1987.

“As the chief minister’s wife,
my schedule is usually to attend
to children’s work, senior citi-
zens’ work and some women’s
work. I have less time with CM
and the children,” she said.

“Not a very big change, as you
have heard he has been a politi-
cian since 1990. So, we are qui-
te used to his schedule. It boils
down to time ma-

nage- ment.
‘\\' I
)

There has to be a give and take.”

Although it was their first
dialogue, the couple have ende-
ared themselves to the FB
followers.

Nur Shaznie Shawal, 18, an
Islamic college student, said she
was glad to come with her fami-
ly, mother Jamaliah Md Yusoff,
47, and brothers Mohammad
Shafizal, 24, and Mohd Shareez,
12.

She said: “It’s an interesting
and stimulating session. Mr
Chow is a friendly person and
his wife is adorable. We had the
opportunity to hear a bit about
their personal life and the state’s
programmes.”

Yeoh Yu Zhe, 18, said he has
been following Chow’s FB
because he is interested in poli-
tics.

“It’s different from just rea-
ding his Facebook page. I find
him to be humble and cordial.
The reason I come here is also to
listen to what the Penang govern-
ment’s vision and policies are.”

Au Soung Ying, 23, a civil
engineering student from
USM, also spoke with the
Chief Minister.

“One of the things I sug-
gested to him (Chow) is that
Seberang Perai needs a

place like Youth Park or

Botanic Gardens where
people can go and take a
walk or exercise,” said Au, who
lives in Butterworth.

Another participant June
Goh, the chief executive officer

Kon Yeow’.

B Nur Shaznie (right) and her
! mother Jamaliah arriving for
the ‘Rise and Shine 2019
Meet and Greet Session with
Penang Chinese Minister Chow

Goh believes Chow can leave a
legacy if the transport system
is overhauled.

of Wealthy Homes, said she
wanted to know whether the
Penang Transport Master Plan
would affect a piece of land ow-
ned by her father in Tanjong
Tokong.

“There are a lot of young pe-
ople in the session and this au-
gurs well for the state govern-
ment in trying to send the right
message to them.

“Just like what the late Tun Dr
Lim Chong Eu left a legacy for
Penang by being the man behind
its industrial growth, I feel Chow
Kon Yeow will have his own
legacy for Penang by overhau-
ling the transport system.

“For Penang to become an
international city, it needs to
implement a transport master
plan, make the state a logistic
hub and become an international
airport with many direct flights
to other places just like Singapo-
re or Bangkok.”

Just before the session ended,
state Communications Division
director Yap Lee Ying, who is
also the CM press secretary,
presented a bouquet of flowers
to Tan.
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