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RM8.85b of

manufacturing

Investments;

10,000 new jobs in the offing

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

A WHOPPING RMS.85 billion
in approved investments.

That is the figure Penang re-
corded of the total approved manu-
facturing investments in Malaysia
in the first quarter of this year - all
this despite the challenging times
faced by the global economy.

According to the Malaysian In-
vestment Development Authority
(MIDA), Penang successfully gar-
nered 41 projects amounting to
RMS8.85 billion (+ 768% year-on-
year) from January to March this
year.

The figure represents 35% of
Malaysia’s total approved manufac-
turing investments.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the achievement surpassed the
full year investment amount of
RMS5.78 billion last year.

“The total approved manufactur-
ing investments in the first quarter
of this year (1Q19) is expected to
create 10,073 new job opportunities
in the state.

“Penang is the key contributor to
Malaysia’s manufacturing foreign
direct investment (FDI).

“We attracted RM8.47 billion of

Chow (third from right) together with investPenang chief executive officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian (third from
left) and the state executive council members (from left) Soon Lip Chee, Dr Afif Bahardin, Jagdeep Singh
Deo, Yeoh Soon Hin and Phee Boon Poh showing the thumbs up after the press conference.

manufacturing FDI (+ 1,360% year-
on-year) in 1Q19. It represented
42% of Malaysia’s FDI,” he told a
press conference in Komtar on June
12.

Chow said remarkable invest-
ments in Penang included projects
from Micron Technology and Jabil
Circuit, among others.

He added that the optimal com-
bination of robust supply chain,
strong talent pool, well-established
infrastructure and the state’s support
services to investors made Penang
the preferred destination for invest-
ments.

“While Penang could be a pre-
ferred investment destination in the

mid to long run, I am cautiously
optimistic with the near-term out-
look due to the latest trade war de-
velopment.

“There was a truce in the trade
war in 1Q19 but the situation has
worsened since then. United States
president Donald Trump has threat-
ened to slap tariffs on another

The achievement
surpassed the full
year investment
amount of RMb.78
billion last year
-CHOW

US$300 billion of Chinese exports
to the US.

“The meeting between Trump
and China’s leader Xi Jin Ping later
this month is crucial.

“The superb 1Q19 investment
figure may not repeat itselfin 2Q19
or 3Q19 but Penang’s investment
outlook is on the right track in the
medium to longer term,” he said.

“The Penang government,
through investPenang, will continue
to focus on bringing in high quality
investments that suit the state’s in-
dustry profile and those that can
create high value jobs.

“We cannot control the global
macro risk, but we have been pro-
actively introducing initiatives to
mitigate the impact of the US-China
trade war on the overall local
economy,” he said.

Some of the initiatives include
the signing of Memorandum of
Understanding with China Chamber
of International Commerce with the
objective of promoting bilateral
investment and economic and tech-
nological cooperation; providing a
subsidised rental rates scheme for
local small and medium-sized en-
terprises to rent industrial space at
the Penang SME Centre in Bayan
Lepas; offering micro-financing
option (Skim Pinjaman Harapan) to
assist small businesses and entrepre-
neurs in Penang; establishment of
the ‘Penang Strategic Investment
Advisory Council’; and providing
seed fund to technology start-ups
that require funding to grow their
businesses and operations.



Malaysia-China§s

celebrate 45
years of

diplomatic tiesTike

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Alvie Cheng

MALAYSIA was the first Asean
country to establish diplomatic
relations with China in 1974.

Since then, the close friendship
between Malaysia and China has
generated much growth, benefit-
ting both countries.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said for the past decade,

China continuously emerged as the
most important trading partner for
Malaysia.

“The close ties between our
countries will only continue to be
better with Pakatan Harapan now
at the helm.

“The relationship between Pen-
ang and China is also profound.

“The sister city relationship
between Penang and Xiamen City
has lasted more than 20 years.

Chow and Lu at the reception marking the 45th anniversary of diplomatic ties between China and Malaysia.

“The ties with Penang have now
included Hainan Province, Zhong-
shan City and Chengdu City; in
which they have formed friendship
city relations with Penang.

“A consulate-general office and
a China Visa Application Service
Centre have also been established
in Penang, signifying the strong
bilateral ties between Penang and
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A performer entertains the crowd during the launching of Experience Penang Year 2020 event.

China,” Chow said in his speech
during the reception marking the
45th anniversary of diplomatic ties
between China and Malaysia on
May 31.

“Penang is the economic hub
of the northern region in Malay-
sia. Our cooperation and invest-
ments with China have increased
tremendously in the recent years.

“More than 40 Chinese cor-
porations are currently operating
in Penang. The Chinese invest-
ments in the northern region
have exceeded RM3.8 billion
from 2013 to September 2018,”
he added.

“The Chinese investments in
the northern region amounted to
RM900 million during the first
three quarters of last year. Of this
amount, RM750 million was in
Penang.

“It has generated much eco-
nomic growth for the state,” he
said.

Chow said Penang remained
a popular tourist destination for
the Chinese.

He also spoke on the state’s
Penang2030 vision.

“The Penang2030 vision is
the state’s ‘direction’ for the next
10 years. It should be the com-
mon vision of each and every
person who lives, works and
invests in Penang,” he said.

The consul-general of the
People’s Republic of China in
Penang Lu Shiwei said both
Malaysia and China have main-
tained strong diplomatic rela-
tions for the past 45 years.

“It is because of the mutual
political trust and mutual re-
spect,” he said.
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Taking Penang’s tourism
to greater heights

THE Penang Tourism Devel-
opment, Arts, Culture and
Heritage office has introduced
another product to promote the
state’s tourism sector.

The Experience Penang
Year (EPY) 2020 was launched
on June 2 to position the state
at the international travel mar-
ket which is deemed competi-
tive.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the EPY 2020 was
crucial for the development of
the state’s tourism.

“Our services sector has
overtaken the manufacturing
sector in Penang.

“To boost our tourism in-
dustry, we need to incorporate
heritage, culture and arts in our
tourism products.

“The EPY 2020 is also in
line with the Penang2030 vi-
sion, which is to create a vari-

ety of quality tourism products
with the aim of raising house-
hold incomes,” he said after
launching the EPY 2020 at
Hotel Equatorial Penang in
Bukit Jambul.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage
Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin said the tourism in-
dustry would contribute sig-
nificantly to the state’s growth.

“These efforts are in line
with our intention to explore
new opportunities,” he said.

Yeoh pointed out that EPY
2020 would start off with a
national beauty pageant this
October and a world pageant
next year.

“This will definitely boost
Penang’s image in the interna-
tional arena through the par-
ticipation of foreign countries
and media,” Yeoh said.
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water supply
security

Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

THE Water, Land and Natural
Resources Ministry is seeking the
federal government’s approval for
its proposed Tariff Setting Mecha-
nism (TSM).

TSM is a guideline formula that
calculates rational and forward-
looking water tariffs. It compels
water operators to set tariffs that
cover operational expenditure
(OPEX) for day-to-day business
activities and capital expenditure
(CAPEX) for funding infrastruc-
ture upgrading and new infrastruc-
ture projects.

PBA Holdings Berhad
(PBAHB) and Penang Water Sup-
ply Corporation (PBAPP) chief
executive officer Datuk Jaseni
Maidinsa said the corporation was
still awaiting the TSM approval
before formulating a water tariff
review proposal that incorporates
CAPEX provisions to fund
PBAPP’s projects in the future.

“Our water tariff review
proposal will be scrutinised
by the Penang government,
the National Water Services Com-
mission (SPAN) and the federal
government before obtaining ap-
proval.

“Reviewing the domestic water
tariff will automatically reduce
PBAPP’s domestic water subsidy
which will free up funds for PBAPP
to undertake its future projects.

“Presently, the most critical
water supply project for the
state’s future is the Sungai
Perak Raw Water Transfer
Scheme (SPRWTS),” Jaseni told a
press conference on May 30.

“Penang’s average domestic
water tariff for the first 35,000 litres
per month is the lowest in Malay-
sia, at RMO0.32 per 1,000 litres
compared with the national aver-
age of RM0.69 per 1,000 litres.

“The state’s per capita domestic
consumption last year (2018) was
the highest in the country at 278
litres per capita per day (l/c/d)

Jaseni speaking to the media as Zairil looks on.

compared with the national aver-
age of 201 I/c/d in 2017,” Jaseni
said.

“Penang’s per capita domestic
consumption was 276 1/c/d in
2017.

“We intend to review the water
tariff to raise the value of water.
The aim is to convince all domes-
tic consumers of the need to con-
serve water in the same manner as

they conserve electricity and fuel.”

Jaseni also stressed on the im-
portance of tapping a second major
raw water resource soon.

“Penang needs to tap a second
major raw water resource soon
because it has become over-de-
pendent on Sungai Muda as its one
and only major raw water resource.

“Projections indicate that Sun-
gai Muda may be able to meet

Kedah and Penang’s raw water
needs up to 2025.

“As such, Penang needs the first
phase of the SPRWTS to be com-
missioned by 2025,” Jaseni said.

Also present were Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow, Deputy Chief
Minister II Prof Dr P. Ramasamy
and state Public Works, Utilities
and Flood Mitigation Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari.

Dividend payout of 1.75sen
per PBAHB share

THE 19th annual general meeting
of PBA Holdings Berhad (PBAHB)
has approved a single tier final
dividend of 1.75 sen per share for
the financial year 2018.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who is also PBAHB chair-
man, said with the approval,
PBAHB would be paying out
RMS5.79 million to 8,328 share-
holders.

The company had paid a first
interim dividend of 1.75 sen per
share on Jan 11 this year. As such,
the total dividend paid and declared
by PBAHB for the financial year
2018 amounts to 3.5 sen per share.

“PBAHB was listed in the Main
Market of Bursa Malaysia in 2002
and has been paying out dividends
since then. This year marks the 18th
consecutive year in which PBAHB
has rewarded shareholders with
dividends,” Chow told a press
conference on May 30.

Chow said PBAHB recorded a
profit before tax of RM36.137 mil-
lion for 2018 compared with

RM40.936 million in 2017.

“Although the company’s rev-
enue grew by 7.17% year-on-year,
its cost of sales increased by 5.74%
and the administrative expenses
went up by 17.34%.”

PBAHB recorded RM334.758
million in revenue last year, as
compared with RM312.353 mil-
lion in 2017.

However, the cost of sales rose
from RM225.754 million in 2017
to RM238.716 million last year.

Administrative expenses also
went up from RM70.763 million
in 2017 to RM83.030 million last
year.

Chow said PHAHB’s revenue
was primarily generated from the
sale of potable water in Penang by
its principal subsidiary, Penang
Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP).

“PBAPP incurred a domestic
tariff subsidy of RM71.74 million
last year (2018) to sustain the low-
est domestic tariff in Malaysia.
Without this subsidy, PBAHB’s

profit for 2018 would have been
significantly higher.

“PBAPP billed the lowest do-
mestic water tariff in Malaysia last
year (2018), at an average of
RMO0.32 per 1,000 litres for the first
35,000 litres per month, as com-
pared with the national average of
RMO0.69 per 1,000 litres in 2017.

“Moreover, Penang’s average
trade water tariff for the first
500,000 litres per month in 2018
was RM1.36 per 1,000 litres, as
compared with the national average
of RM1.74 per 1,000 litres in
2017,” Chow said.

He said PBAHB held cash and
cash equivalents valued at
RM182.48 million while its re-
tained profits amounted to
RM368.31 million as of Dec 31 last
year.

Chow added that PBAPP pro-
vided continuous good water sup-
ply services to 1.77 million people
and thousands of businesses on a
24/7 basis last year (2018) with no
incidences of water rationing.

Penang enjoys growth in
population, socioeconomic activities

PENANG is experiencing con-
tinuous growth in population and
socioeconomic activities.

PBA Holdings Berhad
(PBAHB) and Penang Water Sup-
ply Corporation (PBAPP) chief
executive officer Datuk Jaseni
Maidinsa said the state recorded an
increase in the number of registered
water consumers last year.

“The number of registered water
consumers in Penang increased by
1.91% from 604,547 consumers in
2017 to 616,082 last year.

“In terms of billed water con-
sumption, PBAPP recorded an
average increase of 1.64% from
826.3 million litres per day (MLD)
in 2017 to 840 MLD last year.

“The increase in water con-
sumption and the number of water
consumers are reflective of con-
tinuous socioeconomic progress in
Penang,” Jaseni said.

He added that the Health De-
partment and PBAPP had taken
3,182 samples of treated water in
Penang for physical and microbio-
logical analysis last year to ensure

good water quality.

“The test results showed that
Penang’s treated water samples
exceeded the Quality Assurance
Programme (QAP) parameters set
by the Health Ministry,” he told a
press conference on May 30.

PBAPP had received numerous
prestigious awards last year —
MWA Water Industry Achievement
Award 2018: Best Water Treatment
Plant for the Sungai Dua Water
Treatment Plant; Malaysia Water
Award for Management 2018;
MSOSH Gold Award (Class 1):
Batu Ferringhi Water Treatment
Plant and Bukit Toh Allang Water
Treatment Plant; Excellence Award
2018: Enterprise Risk Management
and Business Continuity Manage-
ment; and 2018 IKM Laboratory
Excellence Award: PBAPP Central
Laboratory, Sungai Dua Water
Treatment Plant.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow presented PBAPP with the
“Excellent Performance Award
2018” from the state government
on Jan 7 this year.



open next year

Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE Bukit Kukus paired road
project is divided into three sections
and the construction works of the
portion financed by the Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) is about
75% completed.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the council was looking for-
ward to the completion of that
portion next year.

“The other two portions are be-
ing undertaken by two private de-
velopers — PLB Land Sdn Bhd and
Geo Valley Sdn Bhd, as conditions
imposed when they submitted their
planning permission for their de-
velopment projects.

“Due to the challenging market
condition, PLB may not be able to
complete their portion at the same
time as the council.

“However, that will not prevent
road users from using MBPP’s road
section when it is ready.

“PLB will be building a slip road
from the old Paya Terubong road
(before reaching Majestic Heights),
connecting it to the Bukit Kukus
paired road, once MBPP’s portion
is completed.

“Traffic can be diverted to use
this new portion of the highway,”
Chow told a press conference in
Komtar on June 3.

Chow said PLB did not earn any
revenue from building the road.

“They need to plan the sales of
their development project and
building their portion of the paired
road.

“As for the third portion under-
taken by Geo Valley, we believe
that it will be completed as sched-
uled.

Zairil and the representatives of the agencies visiting the site.

“It is the shortest of the three
portions,” Chow said.

Meanwhile, state Public Works,
Utilities and Flood Mitigation

Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari and the representatives of six
agencies conducted an inspection
at the site on May 29.

Among the agencies were De-
partment of Environment (DoE)
and Department of Mineral and
Geosciences.

‘Iron man’ on another
charity rickshaw ride

DUBBED a “crazy” man, Pastor
Cheah Chee Moon will attempt
another rickshaw charity ride —this
time on a 400km journey over nine
days from Penang to Kuala Lum-
pur.

He wants to help raise funds for
Eden Handicap Service Centre
(Penang) and Dual Blessing Bhd
by pulling a rickshaw from Kom-
pleks Masyarakat Penyayang, Ja-
lan Utama in Penang on June 29
at 8am to Dual Blessing Centre in
Jalan Hujan Emas in Taman Over-
seas Union in Kuala Lumpur.

He is expected to reach Kuala
Lumpur on July 7.

The fund-raising duration, how-
ever, is from May 1 to Aug 1. Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who is
the guest of honour for the charity
event themed “Journey of Love —
Rickshaw Charity Ride” — has
started the ball rolling by gener-
ously contributing RM10,000.

Eden Handicap Service Centre
general manager Bertie Tye told
reporters on May 16 that while
they targeted to raise RM 1 million,
whatever donation collected
would be shared equally by both
Eden centre and Dual Blessing.

Also present were Eden centre
manager (rehabilitation/voca-
tional) S.K. Lee, administrator
Madelene Tan, coordinator Der-
rick Cheah, and Dual Blessing
chief executive officer Low Khee

Lian and general manager Jason
Chua.

The first time the Penang-born
Cheah pulled a rickshaw for char-
ity was more arduous, covering
3,000km from Johor Baru to Chi-
ang Rai, Thailand, to raise funds
for five orphanages in Malaysia
and Thailand last July.

It took him a total of 75 days, a
feat never before achieved by any-
body.

The beneficiaries were the
Agape Children Home which he
runs with his Thai wife in Chiang
Rai, the Good Samaritan Home in
Kluang, Precious Gift Home in
Ipoh, Berkat Children Home and
Cheng En Charity Association in
Johor Baru.

Cheah, 60, has done eight char-
ity runs so far in Malaysia, either
via running, riding a bicycle or
trishaw, since he started 20 years
ago.

Asked why he is still taking up
such demanding feats, Cheah said
he has a few main reasons.

“In this modern world, there are
people who raise funds for own
self. They like to cheat via tele-
phone or computer. When it comes
to very challenging tasks, few
humans want to be involved. Con-
men don’t like to go for challeng-
ing tasks like endurance runs.

“When you do easy things, you
won’t touch people’s hearts to help
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Cheah (standlng, second from right) W|II be doing his b|t for Eden Handlcap Service Centre and
Dual Blessing Bhd with a charity rickshaw ride from Penang to Kuala Lumpur.

old people or underprivileged
children. Life is very short. While
we can, do something.

“I also have a message for peo-
ple when I undertake this kind of
activity. So many out there tend to
overeat and do not exercise. I want
to prove to them that exercise
works,” he said.

Cheah’s strategy is to pull the
rickshaw for 50km each day for
the first few days and subsequent-
ly increase the distance to between
55km and 60km per day.

This is indeed incredible. A
marathoner normally takes three
days to recover after a 42km run
whereas Cheah would be doing
more than a marathon day after
day. Furthermore, the rickshaw,
which is made of steel, weighs
65kg. Loaded with other contents
like his luggage and containers of

water, it may weigh over 100kg.

“The hot weather can be killing.
Sometimes, my mind tells me to
stop but my heart tells me to keep
going. Normally I choose to listen
to my heart. I look at my objective,
think of the disabled people and
focus on them. That keeps me go-
ing,” he said.

His most memorable moment
came in the 2018 Johor Baru-
Chiang Rai rickshaw charity. An
old woman came up to him when
she learned that he had reached
Malacca and donated a couple of
RM20 notes into the donation box.
Some distance away, she met
Cheah again and dropped more
money into the box.

“From the worn-out helmet she
was wearing and the bags of recy-
clable plastics that she had col-
lected, I knew her condition. But

she gave from her heart when she
heard what I was doing. I was
deeply moved. She contributed
probably RM400 to RM500.

“In another case, a man in a
posh car donated RM5 and he
wanted a receipt.”

Cheah also finds the kampung
Malays very friendly and charita-
ble. He said although they did not
have much, they gave him a lot of
durians so much so his rickshaw
was full of them.

Not to be disrespectful, he said
he accepted them but later, he had
to give them away to some Bang-
ladeshi workers by the roadside as
the rickshaw was too heavy for
him to pull.

Cheah will usually sleep at
petrol stations, bus stops, parks or
anywhere that he can find a place
to wash up.
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Health
carnival

draws
crowd

Pix by Alissala Thian

THE One Hope Charity Health
Carnival held at Dewan Ng Yam
Huat in Bukit Mertajam was a
meaningful programme that ben-
efited 3,000 people.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who launched the carnival
on April 28, praised the organisers
and volunteers for holding the
programme for the third time for
the lower income group.

“This carnival helps to ease the
burden of the people in need of
health checkups,” Chow said in
his speech.

“Regularly, we find some with
serious illnesses which are too late
to be treated. So, prevention is
better than cure.

“The state government is ap-
preciative of such a big carnival
organised for 3,000 people who
have registered for the various
tests and also the efforts of hun-
dreds of volunteers.

“I also understand that One
Hope Charity has given its assur-
ance to help arrange for those who
need further treatment and finan-
cial support.”

Chow commended One Hope
Charity, which has started its char-
ity services 17 years ago, for help-
ing the needy, irrespective of race
and religion. It is learnt that in
2018 alone, the foundation has
spent over RM5.2 million.

“This has indeed helped the
state government tremendously to
care for the welfare of the people.
We appreciate the help rendered
to the poor by the private sector
and NGOs (non-governmental
organisations).

“The state government is proud
that for the past 11 years, through
its CAT (competency, accountabil-
ity and transparency) policy, it has
always prioritised the welfare of
the people. That is the aspiration
of the state government.”

On its part, Chow said the state
government has carried out sev-
eral welfare programmes for the
people such as the iSejahtera that
involves financial aid to Warga
Emas (senior citizens), Ibu Emas

huge

(golden mothers), Anak Emas
(golden child), OKU (physically
challenged), Pelajar Emas (golden
students) and Program Agenda
Ekonomi Saksama (AES or state
Economic Aid Programme) for
poor families.

Chow said since the pro-
grammes began in 2008, the state
government has spent over
RM412 million to benefit 1.6 mil-
lion people.

Also present at the charity
event were One Hope Charity &
Welfare Berhad organising chair-
man Chua Sui Hau, advisers Da-
tuk Seri R. Arunasalam, Ang Beng
Hock and Dr Abdul Aziz Yahaya,
state executive councillors Phee
Boon Poh and Dr Afif Bahardin
and Berapit assemblyman Heng
Lee Lee.

Other guests included Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP)
president Datuk Rozali Mohamud,
MPSP secretary Rosnani
Mahmod, Yayasan Foodbank
Malaysia chief executive officer
Abdul Wahab Long, Seberang
Jaya Hospital director Dr Saiful
Azlan Sharif, Bukit Mertajam
Hospital director Dr Nur Aslina
Bahakodin and Penang Health
Department deputy director Dr
Elizabeth Anthony.

Chua, in his speech, said One
Hope Charity was glad that the
National Heart Institute (IJN)
could send a mobile ambulance
truck from Kuala Lumpur to the
event to help those who need heart
check and ECG. It was stationed
outside the hall.

In the hall, many of the visitors
took the opportunity to undergo
blood screening, dental, eye, ear,
liver ultrasound and bone density
checks. There were also counters
promoting organ donation and
providing services such as physi-
otherapy and traditional Chinese
medicine.

Chua added that for senior
citizens and students who needed
eye checks, they have made avail-
able 1,500 free spectacles.

Aside from health checks, a
blood donation campaign was also
held simultaneously.

Chow undergoing a blood pressure check by Dr Afif. Among those looking on are (from left)
Heng, Chua, Rozali, Phee and Arunasalam.
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Celebrating
the joy of

Aidilfitri__

Story by Edmund Lee
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE holy month of Ram-
adan is over and Syawal
is here!

And it’s time for le-
mang, rendang, serund-
ing and all the other Ma-
lay delicacies!

Malaysians of all races
and faiths joined their Mus-
lim brethren to celebrate Hari
Raya Aidilfitri as open houses
were held to mark the occa-
sion.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow and his wife Tan Lean
Kee on June 5 paid a courtesy
visit on Governor Tun Abdul
Rahman Abbas on the first day
of Hari Raya.

Both
Chow and Tan, clad in ba-
tik and traditional costume
respectively, arrived at the
Governor’s official residence
Seri Mutiara at about 10.30am
and spent almost an hour with
Abdul Rahman and his con-

. |

Abdul Rahman (third from left) and his consort Majimor (third from right) taking a group photo

with Chow (second from left), Tan (second from right), Farizan (left) and Hamidah (right) at

Seri Mutiara.

sort Toh Puan Majimor
Shariff.
Accompanying Chow
and Tan were State Secretary
Datuk Seri Farizan Darus and
his wife Datin Seri Hamidah
Mat Daud.

Abdul Rahman, Chow and
Farizan were seen chatting
with each other while taking
the time to enjoy the Raya
delicacies.

Majimor also presented
Raya gifts to Tan and Hami-
dah.

PENANG GREEN

JOURNALISM

AWARD

Deadline: 28 June 2019

Announcement of winners:

September 2019

Published materials between:
1July 2018 - 30 May 2019
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Ahmad Zakiyuddin (second from right) giving out Raya packets

to the children.

Celebrating togetherness

THE Hari Raya joy was in the
air for some 3,000 people who
thronged the open house hosted
by Deputy Chief Minister I Da-
tuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman at Dewan Milenium,
Kepala Batas on June 8.

Guests made a beeline for the
buffet spread which included
festive treats such as Nasi Arab,
kambing golek, satay, chendol,
ketupat, fried chicken, rojak and
sizzling noodle.

Penang Governor Tun Abdul
Rahman Abbas graced the event
at about 2.30pm.

Accompanying him were
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
Ahmad Zakiyuddin, Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy, state executive council
members Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain and Chong Eng.

Also present were Bertam as-
semblyman Khaliq Mehtab
Mohd Ishaq, Kebun Bunga as-
semblyman Jason Ong, Nibong
Tebal MP Datuk Dr Mansor

Othman, Penang Island City
Council mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang, Seberang Perai Municipal
Council president Datuk Rozali
Mohamud, Penang Islamic Reli-
gious Council (MAINPP) presi-
dent Datuk Abdul Malik Abul
Kassim and Penang mufti Datuk
Seri Dr Wan Salim Wan Mohd
Noor.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin said he
was happy to see people of dif-
ferent beliefs coming together to
celebrate the joyous occasion.

“I want to thank everyone who
came and celebrated Hari Raya
with us.

“The event was successfully
held. It shows that the commu-
nity treasures unity in diversity.

“l am sorry that I lost my
voice, perhaps due to the deli-
cious food,” he said, drawing
laughter from the media.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin also dis-
tributed Raya packets to the
children aged 15 and below at the
end of the event.
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Story by K. Thaarshenii
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

THE Dataran Pemuda Merdeka
in Butterworth is now brighter
and livelier with the installation
of new lights in conjunction in
conjunction with Hari Raya Ai-
dilfitri.

This area has always been the
focus for casual recreational use
for Butterworth residents.

People from all walks of life helping thes

during iftar.

Finance Minister Lim Guan
Eng, who launched the light in-
stallation project at Dataran Pe-
muda Merdeka on June 1, con-
gratulated Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council (MPSP) on their
effort.

Lim said efforts such this were
one of the best measures carried
out by MPSP after attaining city
status from the Cabinet in May.

“Public facilities such as rec-
reational parks, public halls,
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Unity in diversity

LOVE and respect.

These are the values that have to
be nurtured, practised and spread
among the people to ensure Malay-
sians stay united to help build a
strong nation.

Seri Delima assemblyman Syer-
leena Abdul Rashid stressed on the
need to develop humanitarian val-
ues.

“During the month of Ramadan,
it is not only about fasting.

“We have to do good, and refrain
from doing bad. However, there are
some people who try to play up
issues to divide the community.

“We have to counter hate with
love and respect. We are all human.

“Promote and practise humani-
tarian values. Only then can we
‘repair’ Malaysia,” she said in her
speech during the buka puasa event
at Masjid Jamek Sungai Gelugor
on June 1.

Her call for unity was very well
received by those who were pre-
sent.

Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal
Singh echoed Syerleena’s call, urg-
ing the people to stay united.

“There are some people who

have bad intentions; trying to divide
the community. They try to create
issues from matters which are non-
issues,” he said.

The event was jointly organised
by the Bukit Gelugor and Seri
Delima constituencies.

It saw people from different
cultures and beliefs dining together
during ‘iftar’ (breaking of the fast
in the evening).

Penang mufti Datuk Seri Wan
Salim Wan Mohd Noor also urged
everyone to stay united.

“Show the world that although
we have different beliefs, we can
unite as one; as Penangites and as
Malaysians.

“We are brothers in humanity.
‘We respect each other.

“There is no reason to argue.
Nobody benefits if we argue with
one another,” he said.

Contributions were also given to
the needy at the event.

Also present were state Public
Works, Utilities and Flood Mitiga-
tion Committee chairman Zairil
Khir Johari, Senator Lim Hui Ying
and Pulau Tikus assemblyman
Chris Lee.

signage.

markets and cycling tracks
should be improved. These are
the challenges of upgrading the
status from municipal council to
a city council.

“Not forgetting, we should
also maintain cleanliness in an
effort to make Penang a green
and healthy state,” said Lim dur-
ing his speech at Dataran Pe-
muda Merdeka hall.

Commenting further, MPSP
president Datuk Rozali Moha-

Brighter and livelier Dataran Pemuda Merdeka with the installation of new lights and Bagan

mud explained that the project
cost a total of RM330,000.

“YB Lim, who is also Bagan
MP, contributed RM270,000
(own allocation) while MPSP
provided RM60,000.

“The construction work of the
lighting project was completed
in 39 days from April 23 to May
31.

“Today, we can see the com-
pletion of the lighting project in
the entire park that will benefit

the users.

“I believe that the installation
of these decorative lights will
enhance the beauty of the sur-
rounding areas,” added Rozali.

Aside from the installation of
new lights, benches, a Bagan
signage, 18 units of concrete
decorative poles and “boat-like”
shades were also put up.

All the facilities added to the
air of festivity and increase the
value of Butterworth town.
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Ahmad Zakiyuddin (third from left), Majimor (fifth

from left), and Tan (sixth from left) presenting

goodie bags and duit raya to the children of Rumah Kanak Kanak Taman Bakti.

Raya joy for Taman Bakti children

SOME 160 children and staff of
Rumah Kanak Kanak Taman
Bakti (RKKTB) in Kepala Batas
were thrilled when two VIPs vis-
ited them in conjunction with Hari
Raya.

The function on May 20 was
graced by Toh Puan Majimor
Shariff , consort of Governor Tun
Abdul Rahman Abbas, and Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow’s wife,
Tan Lean Kee.

Also present were Deputy Chief
Minister [ Datuk Ahmad Zakiyud-
din Abdul Rahman, state Welfare
Department (JKMPP) deputy di-
rector Hilnani Marzuki and RK-
KTB principal Noorlela Saad.

In her speech, Tan, who is also
the Penang Women Association’s
(PWA) chairman, hoped the visit
would help bring some cheer and
happiness to the children.

This, she said, was also in line

with Penang2030 vision to boost
family unity.

Atthe function, PWA presented
a mock cheque for RM2,000 to
RKKTB.

The children were also pre-
sented goodie bags and duit raya.

The guests were taken on a tour
of the home like the Master Chef
Kitchen, nursery centre and also
treated to a tackwondo display put
up by children of the home.
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Jagdeep accompanied by Rayer hands over Raya goodies to one of the ailing children warded at Penang
Hospital.

Straits Quay
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Cheer for
children in
Penang Hospital

Story and pix by Edmund
Lee

FOR the fifth consecutive year,
thanks to a Penang assemblyman
and Wan Chik Ariffin Mosque in
Jalan Perak, children warded at
Penang Hospital received good-
ies and duit raya to mark the
Aidilfitri celebration.

The gifts by Datok Keramat
assemblyman Jagdeep Singh and
the mosque was to provide cheer
to the kids and staff.

Many of the recipients, com-
prising 59 children and over 30
staff members, expressed grati-
tude to Jagdeep and the mosque
for the goodies and duit raya on
May 22.

Atapress conference, Jagdeep
said this programme was impor-
tant to shower the children with
love and assist their families.

“We want to encourage the
kids here,” he told reporters after
distributing goodies and duit
raya to the children.

Jagdeep also praised the hos-
pital staff for taking care of the
children.

“They (the staff) are the un-
sung heroes here,” said Jagdeep,
who was accompanied by Jelu-
tong MP R.S.N. Rayer.

Later, Jagdeep and Rayer pro-
ceeded to distribute aprons and
dates to stall owners at the
Ramadan bazaar along Jalan
Utama.

The volunteer team with Dr Afif (in batik shirt).

Helping homeless stay healthy

A FREE medical check-up was
conducted for the homeless in
conjunction with the Ramadan
month which saw some 200 over
people benefiting from the pro-
gramme.

It was a joint effort between
the office of state Health, Agri-
culture, Agro-Based Industry and
Rural Development Committee
chairman Dr Afif Bahardin, MY
Aid Malaysia and Islamic Dental
Association of Malaysia.

“This programme actually
coincides with the annual cele-
bration of the ‘Malam Ke-27’
organised by the Kapitan Keling
Mosque. Usually during this

time, many homeless people will
flock here,” said Dr Afif who was
present at the medical camp on
May 31.

The medical camp was headed
by Dr Nazim Malek from
MyRescue, a volunteer body that
engages in medical and dental
outreach.

According to Dr Nazim, the
team plans to hold this free
medical check-up once a month
in Penang and they will be team-
ing up with the same partners.

Earlier the volunteers had also
conducted a similar free medical
check-up at the Anjung Singgah,
Penang for the homeless.
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Story By Christopher Tan
and K.H. Ong
Pix by Christopher Tan

THE pyramid-shaped roof of Easy
Pack headquarters is the first thing
that will catch your eye if you visit
the factory at the Penang Science
Park in Bukit Minyak, Seberang
Perai.

Established in 1991 from a small
corner of a shophouse in Butter-
worth, Easy Pack has now become
one of the leading manufacturers
and suppliers of automatic food
packaging machinery. It has grown
to a group of companies, moving to
Bukit Minyak Industrial Park in
2007 and then expanding in 2011 to
its present main office in Penang
Science Park.

Unlike what many may think that
machines are usually imported into
Malaysia, the locally run Easy Pack
may surprise you that it exports its
machines to over 40 countries, like
to South Africa, Middle East, Eu-
rope and Taiwan.

Easy Pack not just sells machines
and kiosks but also provides techni-
cal advice, innovative ideas, designs
and production floor layouts, and
how to cut down on processing cost
with the use of technology solutions.

But four years ago, Easy Pack
director Goh Toh Sin and managing
director Yeoh Chee Min made a
momentous decision to set up Aqua-
ponics Science Park Sdn Bhd.

It was for research and develop-
ment in aquaponics, the combina-
tion of aquaculture (raising fish) and
hydroponics (the soil-less growing
of plants) that grows fish and plants
together in one integrated system.

“We have been dealing in auto-
mation in our business and we asked
ourselves how we could contribute
back to society. We decided to be
involved in the agriculture segment
by integrating technology innova-
tion. We want to create a healthy
lifestyle where people have a chance
to grow their own produce and rear
their own fish,” explained Goh.

“Only this year, after four years
of R&D, we are proud to expose the
system to the public. We gather all
the data and we know the natural
way to eliminate insect pests instead
of using chemicals.

“With this kind of evolution in
agriculture, we are going to the
schools. We believe that society will
grow healthier if we start to nurture
schoolchildren on health awareness.

“From the whole process, the
students will definitely know about
health awareness because we don’t
use any chemicals or pesticides. We
want to encourage school children
to participate and to eat healthy food.

“This is also in line with our cur-
rent state government’s Penang2030
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benefits of aquaponics and the importance of eating healthy food.

vision as propagated by Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow for food se-
curity and future sustainable agricul-
ture development.”

According to the aquaponics
cycling principle, Goh said the fish
faeces and waste, which produce
ammonia, would flow to a nitrifying
bacteria culture tank. There, the
Nitrosomonas (a kind of bacteria)
converts the ammonia to nitrite be-
fore the Nitrobacter (another kind of
bacteria) converts nitrite to nitrate.

The nitrate then flows to the
plants which will absorb it as nutri-
ents through its roots while purifying
the water. The purified water returns

to the fish tank to complete the
cycle.

“Through this circulation, we
don’t waste water and we conserve
the environment. We get healthy
fish and healthy vegetables. We
don’tneed to worry about changing
the water. We need to add just 5%
of the water due to evaporation.

“Under the traditional system of
rearing fish, we need to change
water weekly or else the fish will
die due to ammonia toxicity. When
we discard the water to the drain,
we are polluting the environment.
But with the aquaponics system,
the water will circulate within the
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system,” added Goh.
Helping to run the Aquaponics

Science Park, which occupies about

557sq metres (6,000sq ft) of land

behind the Easy Pack HQ, is horti-

culturist Chung Wen Qian.

Among the fishes reared in the

NEWSIK

tanks or aquariums are red tilapia,
goldfish and Japanese carp while
vegetables grown in the green-
houses include lettuce, basil, pep-
permint, spearmint, chillies, toma-
toes, bitter gourd, cucumber and
rock melon.

When asked about promoting
aquaponics to farmers elsewhere,
Yeoh said it would be difficult be-
cause they care more about profits.

“You cannot compare the cost of
the traditional system and this aqua-
ponics. For industry people, they
need to survive. In order to survive,
they need to produce something
cheap and good. For something
cheap and good, they need to use
pesticides. They have been doing
that for over 50 years.

“We need to start with education,
and we need to start with the schools.
To change, we need to educate them,
like no using of pesticides. A lot of
sicknesses come from food intake
because sometimes the food we take
contains chemicals.”

So far, Yeoh said they have
started with two schools - SRIK (C)
Keng Koon in Bukit Tambun and
SRIK (C) Keow Kuang in Alma
through the sponsorship of ITP
Foods and Torto Food Industries
respectively.

For a start, an area of 4.57m x
4.57m (15ft x 15ft) is needed to set
up the facility. Schools normally
have a budget problem but Yeoh said
corporate companies interested to
carry out their corporate social re-
sponsibility (CSR) projects could
assist. They can either call 012-490
5125 (Mr Goh) or send email to
tsgoh@easypack.com.my.

Although Penang is strong in
semiconductors and not a leading
agriculture state, Yeoh believes that
Penang can be a leading state in
automation agriculture.

JOM SELFIE WEFIE @
WORLD FOOD SAFETY DAY!

IKUTI LANGEAH-LANGKAH BERIKUT :

1 .i'j “Like' Facebook BKKMHG,

5 Rakam video selfie secara individu atau
berkoumpulan tidak melebihi 40 saat.

Cipta mesej paling lkreatif mengapa Hari Keselamatan
Makanan Sedunia ini perlu disambut?

Contoh - “Saya/Nami sokong Hari Keselsmatan

Makanan Sedunia kerana....."

Gunakan buah epal sebagai prop dalam video.
4 Sekiranyz tiada, boleh menggantikan dengan

apa-apa buah yang kain.

Muatnaik video ke akaun Twitter, Instagram dan
5 Facebook dan sertakan hashtag
(BFADWHOCodex.

dan

6 Pastikan akaun Instagram dan Twitter

tidak diprivasiken.
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NGO promotes a healthy family relatlonshlp

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

Pix courtesy of SNEHAM
Malaysia

MENTAL health issues are no
more a taboo in current times, in-
deed it is deemed as an important
issue to be reflected upon and to
be rectified.

SNEHAM Malaysia (Pertubu-
han Kebajikan Sneham Malaysia)
is one of the non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) actively
championing the importance of
taking care of one’s mental well-
being.

Its founder and president Dr
Florance Manoranjitham Sinniah,
during a brief chat with the Buletin
Mutiara team on April 18, shared
her organisation’s vision and mis-
sion with regard to mental health.

Talking is a therapy

Dr Florance shared that when
someone is facing a personal crisis,
they will be overwhelmed with
emotions which will affect their
mental clarity.

“They need someone to speak
to. Talking is a therapy (letting out
one’s emotions or sharing their
problems), all they want is a listen-
ing ear.

“Deaths are unpreventable but
you can prevent suicide by recog-
nising the symptoms they exhibit
or allow them to talk to someone
if they need help.

“Preventive measures are im-
portant and our mission is to ensure
that no one should lose their life
by suicide,” added Dr Florance.

Dr Florance also highlighted
that SNEHAM promotes a strong
support system at home, so that
whatever problems people are fac-
ing can be openly shared with
family members.

“When there is a breakdown in
relationships and people suffer

emotionally, sometimes they resort
to taking their own lives because
of loneliness and depression.

“Having communication and
bonding among family members
will help an individual to openly
discuss and share problems within
the family network, which will
prevent the incidences of suicide
as well as suffering from mental
health problems.

Healthy family relation-
ship is vital

According to Dr Florance, the
organsation wants to advocate core
family values amongst families in
order to build strong and healthy
family which is in line with the
state government’s Penang2030
vision that aims to achieve a fam-
ily focused, green and smart state
that inspires the nation.

“Based on my experience being

a volunteer for 10 years, if I look
at the number of issues that we
receive through the helplines, 60
to 70% are due to failed family
relationships.

“So, I feel that being a volunteer
organisation, we can promote
awareness on positive mental
health and talk about issues con-
cerning family relationships and
how to cope with problems.

“In this way, we can inculcate
the importance of communication
and family values especially to
parents as we live in a time where
both parents are working and they
spend less time with their children.

“Spending quality time with
children is important for their
emotional well-being, and it is
something that should not be de-
nied them throughout their grow-
ing years.

“I’m stressing this because from
the calls we receive, especially
from teenagers, many of them feel
that their parents do not understand
them.

“They feel that their parents do
not appreciate whatever they like
and they are forced to do things

and that stresses them out,” said
Dr Florance who hopes to see
parents and children communicat-
ing more with each other.

Volunteer training, com-
munity and school out-
reach programmes

Dr Florance also shared on the
programmes that SNEHAM has
organised thus far.

“As a newly-established NGO
that started in October 2018, a lot
of ground work has been done such
as identifying volunteers.

“So far, we have conducted two
sessions of volunteer training to
identify passionate volunteers to
handle the helpline.

“We have also conducted school
outreach programmes. Recently I
went to Penang Free School and
spoke on positive mental health
and the challenges faced by teen-
agers.

“Apart from that, we also went
to a Tamil primary school and
spoke on bullying and its impact
on children.

“We have many events planned
for the entire year which include
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the volunteer training, community
and school outreach programme,”
said Dr Florance.

About SNEHAM

“We are basically a suicide
prevention organisation and our
objective is to provide emotional
support to those who are de-
pressed, lonely, suicidal or anyone
who is going through a personal
crisis.

“They can reach out to us
through our helpline and we will
hear them out and of course our
services are confidential,” Dr Flo-
rance said.

SNEHAM provides a toll-free
hotline predominantly in Tamil but
also in Bahasa Malaysia and Eng-
lish for those who are suffering
from personal crisis (mentally and
emotionally).

“The reason why we started our
services in Tamil and Bahasa
Malaysia is because there are
many helplines in Malaysia who
operate in English and also Man-
darin.

“In my course of having served
in organisations such as those, I
found out that the Indian and Ma-
lay communities do not reach this
helpline, perhaps they were una-
ware of it or language could be the
problem.

“So two years ago, I desired to
start SNEHAM and talked to some
people,” said Dr Florance.

SNEHAM Malaysia was offi-
cially launched on May 11 which
had Batu Kawan MP Kasthuriraani
Patto as the chief guest.

Currently, there are 35 mem-
bers, of which 12 are active volun-
teers handling the helpline which
went “live” on Jan 14 this year.

They can be reached at 1800 22
5757 daily from 4pm to 8pm.
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Home of hope

WHEN D’Home Mental Health
Association was started 15 years
ago, it was to fulfil my childhood
ambition - to help people.

How that came about was be-
cause when I was 15, my brother,
who is 10 years older, suffered
mental illness.

My parents did not know what
to do. They finally sought deities,
sinseh, bomoh for help but that
ultimately worsened his condition.

He suffered relapses, was in
and out not only of Perak Road
(Psychiatric Ward) but also Tan-
jung Rambutan.

The family suffered, we were
so lost. We were in pain, we were
having sleepless nights and we
saw no light at the end of the tun-
nel.

So, for every family who has
someone suffering from mental
illness, they are going to experi-
ence the same thing because out-
siders will not understand.

In fact, some may even laugh
or make fun of you.

Subsequently, when my son
(now Datuk Seri Dr Lee Ville)
took up medicine to be a doctor, I
got to know a few psychiatrists.

After knowing the psychiatrists,
they prescribed suita-
ble psychotic drugs
for my brother
that make him
manageable.

My brother is
77 years old
now. And I have
been supporting
him for 40 over
years. He is still
staying with
me. I

still care for him. That is a promise
I made to my mother.

I, fortunately, have an under-
standing and supportive wife
(Neoh Guan Eng). And I also have
understanding children who know
they are having a person who is
not normal in the house. Every-
one’s lifestyle is affected.

Atthe Penang Medical College
where my son was studying, [ met
Dr Leela Ryan. And I told her of
my aspiration to set up “some-
thing” to help the community.

With her help, we gathered a
few people such as Dr A. Bharathy,
Dr Lau Kim Kah and Dr Teh Ewe
Eow.

In 2004, we formed D’Home.
The D’Home was in my office in
Gottlieb Road. When we started,
I used my staff to support the
home.

After about four to five years,
my wife suggested getting other
people involved. The first person
we approached was Dr Mary
Quah, the CEO of Loh Guan Lye
Specialist Centre.

I'showed her what we had been
doing over the last four or five
years. Then, she asked who started
D’Home. I said yours sincerely
and explained why I start-
ed it. Her final ques-
tion: How much do
you want?

RM50,000, I re-
plied. Without hes-
itation, she agreed.
That encour-
aged me. From
Day One, we al-
ways emphasise
good account-
ability
and

IT is said that out of adversity, comes opportunity. Datuk Leslie Lee,
the founder and executive chairman of New Bob Group of companies, and his
family went through hell when his elder brother suffered mental illness more
than 50 years ago. Experiencing immense pain and deep suffering, the
teenaged Leslie then purposed to do “something” for those in the same boat
as his brother. He tells Buletin Mutiara reporter K.H. ONG of his mission that
led to the formation of D’Home Mental Health Association.

transparency. Whatever donations
we have received must be all fully
accounted for.

All the premises since we
started and the services we’ve
provided are free of charge.

D’Home later moved to a four-
storey bungalow in Bukit Jambul.
I feel that I am fortunate that God
has blessed me. I have to do some
charity because in this area of
mental health, the support is
hardly any at all.

There is a niche market in com-
mercial terms, there is a great de-
mand. As things progress, I am
very committed to the cause. [ have
been the president of D’Home
from the first year. We have an an-
nual election every year.

Now, we have identified that
there are a lot of things that we can
do. We need a van, we need a lorry
driver, we need to employ more
full-time staff, and I would like to
employ a psychiatrist. We have a
psychologist.

Everything we do from Day 1
for the clients is free of charge. I
emphasise this: D’Home is set up
to help people free of charge. Oth-
erwise, treatment is beyond the
reach of the lower income group.

By the way, our family was very
poor when I was young. We had
hardly any food on the table and I
canunderstand and empathise with
people who are poor.

Mental illness strikes not only
the poor but also the rich and
educated. You can be Malay,
Indian, Chinese, young or old.

What we are advocating

in the D’Home is firstly
prevention and mental
health resilience. Preven-
tion is better than cure.
Don’t wait until you have
mental illness.

We go to schools and
colleges to share with
the teachers and stu-
dents. We always tell

parents not to emphasise
on their children getting
10As, 11As, 12As. There
are students who get
12As and when they fail

to get 13 As, they become mentally
ill.

Mental health comes first, your
study comes second. Don’t get it
in the wrong order.

For those who suffer mental
illness, get your mental health back
first. Put work aside.

Many family members fail to
understand the support and treat-
ment of mental illness. They think
when someone sees a doctor for
treatment, that’s good enough.

The family support and under-
standing is as important, if not
more important than medicine.
Quite often than not, due to lack of
understanding by family members,
they are the ones that cause the
person to be more depressed or
create more stress for the relapse.

Inever scold my brother nor call
him mad. A lot of people say, your
brother is very lucky to have you,
I say in a way, I am very lucky to
have him because through him,
that’s what made me set up the
home.

Whenever we go to Gurney
Paragon Mall a few times a week,
I'will bring my brother along. Love
is very important.

And because of what I do, I find
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life very satisfying, fulfilling and
peaceful.

To me, life is not about chasing
after money. So, for about 20 years
I'have stopped in terms of business
pursuit.

The state government has sup-
ported us but we still need more
support. The state government not
only wants the people to live in a
clean and green environment but
also a healthy lifestyle.

We have very passionate and
dedicated people helping to run the
association. When I retire as pres-
ident of D’Home, I hope whoever
comes in will follow the founda-
tion that has been set.

To be the president, I have to set
the example. Whenever we do any
donation drive, like Stress-Free
Lifestyle, which was supported by
state executive councillor Chong
Eng, we raised about RM100,000.
My vice-president (Lee Khai) and
I each chipped in 25% of the col-
lected sum. This encouraged oth-
ers, like D’Home adviser Prof Dr
Finian M. O’Brian to contribute
some money too.

We recently launched our Care-
line (04-6434422) in conjunction
with our 15th anniversary.

SXI PADANG KOTA RUN

THE Parent-Teacher Association of St Xavier’s Institution and MPKK
Lebuh Chulia will jointly organise the SXI Padang Kota Run from the
school field at Lebuh Farquhar on July 14 from 7am to 10am. There are
two events — Skm Fun Run/Walk and the 10km run for men and women.
Closing date for entries is extended to June 30. Link for registration is
https://www.ticket2u.com.my/event/132717r=wa

PUTRA LECTURE

TUNKU Abdul Rahman Putra Lecture 2019 on “Entrepreneurship:
Creating the Future You Want” will be held on June 22 at Penang Free
School at 11am. Right Livelihood College director Datuk Dr Anwar
Fazal will be the speaker. Admission is free and early registration is
required. Register by emailing putralecture@gmail.com or call 04-
2815814.

YOGA SESSION

SMIJK Jit Sin Bukit Mertajam Alumni of 1994-99 and International
Association of Human Values Malaysia (IAHV) will organise a 10,000
Smiles Yoga (6.30am to 8.30am) and Charity Food Bazaar (8.30am to
1.30pm) to raise funds for the school’s facilities at the school field in
Taman Seri Rambai on June 22. For more details, call 012-4120767 or
login to IAHV Malaysia Facebook page.
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Syarat-syarat:

- Wanita berumur 35 tahun dan
- Rakyat Negeri Pulau Pinang.

Cara Pendaftaran:

Daftar di Klinik Nur Sejahtera LPPKN
negeri Pulau Pinang.

+Klinik Nur Sejahtera LPPKN Seberang Jaya,
No. 14, Hala Kalui, 13700 Seberang Jaya.

+Klinik Nur Sejahtera LPPKN Bertam,
Pusat Keluarga Bertam, 8875, Jalan Bertam,
Peti Surat 1370, 13200 Kepala Batas.

+Klinik Nur Sejahtera LPPKN Jalan Burmah,
245 Jalan Burmah, Peti Surat 737,
10790 George Town.

No. Tel untuk dihubungi:

: 04-222 5218/53
: 04-262 08¢

Pink Penang
Pejabat MMK Kesihatan

Klinik Nur Sejahtera LPPKN:
Seberang Jaya
Bertam

Jalan Burmah
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JUNE 16— 30, 2019

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

ET% 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL

N.35 BATU UBAN

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG
N.01 PENAGA

No Tel/ No Faks

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah m
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman (T
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T)

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.0O1 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh
novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

pusatkhidmatn37 @gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato' Jasmin Mohamad
jmmohamed002@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman T) 04 - 575 6526 YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 575 6526 kumar.harapan35@gmail.com 04 - 668 1062

N.16 PERAI N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK

YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 9131 YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.38 BAYAN LEPAS

YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04-2620860 YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz 04 - 649 3976

pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my: 012 - 480 5495 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com 04 - 649 3976

pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA N.39 PULAU BETONG

YB Dr. Afif Bahardin EB 81— %g% 551]83 YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214

N.15 PADANG LALANG N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Chong Eng T) 04 - 530 3028 YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim

chong.eng@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT

i DAP PENANG HQ

YB Jagdeep Singh Deo T) 04 - 226 2464

jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my EF{ 04 - 227 2464 dappg@sfreamyx.com 81 ; %%‘?3 gg?i

N.37 BATU MAUNG

YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04 -397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak
ysiregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

ET‘ 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-576 7606

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013 - 399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lorahim
n2]ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

(M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

m 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

8 PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 1071
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Selberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

@ www.georgetownfestival.com

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
KANAK-KANAK
CAP 04-829 9511
BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

Kalendar Pelancongan

'-},3JULY
28 2019

A FESTIVAL FOR EVERYOME

@) George Town Festival

13hb - 28hb Julai 2019

George Town Festival 2019
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MPSP 2019
Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390

A'ziss Zainal Abiddin 017 - 938 9192
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397
Pakianathan

Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2229
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113
Kirupanantha

Johnson a/I 012 - 424 5745
Anthonysamy

Kang Yau Chuang 010 - 829 3904

IN'FORE

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
Kewarganegaraan
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai 019 - 457 2271
Tengah
5. Vadi Velan A/L Seberang Perai 011 - 1144 1816
Subramaniam Selatan
Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

Khong Chee Seong

011 -1522 6628

MBPP 2019 .
Nama Telefon
MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818

Kumaran A/L Krishnan

012 - 464 4697

Aidi Akhbal Mohamed Zainon

012 - 464 3004

Marshidaliza Marzuki

011 - 3929 9023

Azahari Aris

016 - 499 2580

Azli Ibrahim

011 - 2432 9007

Dr. Chee Heng Leng

017 - 333 9366

Francis a/l Joseph

012-474 3321

Gerald Mak Mun Keong

Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013 -770 1001
Nasir 013 - 503 3349
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456
Mohamad Nor

Mohamad Akmal Azhar 019 -518 5145
Ong Jing Cheng 012 -758 3779

016 - 445 5709

Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010- 505 5571

Harvindar Singh a/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250
Singh

Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276
Latifah Hussainsa 013 -436 1999

Nurliyana Mohd Ramzi

011 - 3922 4080

Nur Zarina Zakaria

011-1578 5098

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
016 - 452 6499 !
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Ong Kean Peng 012-629 1133 !
Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 5100075
Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 463 2787
Shahrudin Mohamed Sharriff 012 - 428 3160
Shung Yin Ni 012 - 413 9246

Tan Hooi Peng

012 - 498 6212

Ooi Yong Wooi 016-421 1196
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-380 7672
Tan Chee Teong 012 -4017718
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101
Tengku Rasidah Tengku 019 - 4731323
Kamarudin

Wong Chee Keet 012-4511312
Zaini Awang 019 -546 3115
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Tan Seng Keat 012-438 6191
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Vino Dini a/p Chandragason 016 - 439 9358
Pitchy

Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121
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Achieving housing
affordability by 2030

IN line with the Penang2030
vision and aspirations of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow to
improve livability, economy,
civil participation and balanced
development to achieve a “fam-
ily-focused, green and smart
state”, Buletin Mutiara man-
aged to catch up with two
stakeholders in discussing sup-
ply of affordable housing units
and the state’s aim to create a
quality environment in another
decade.

In an exclusive interview,
Penang Chinese Chamber of
Commerce (PCCC) vice-presi-
dent Datuk Finn Choong and
Raine & Horne Malaysia senior
partner and FIABCI Malaysian
chapter president Michael Geh
shared their thoughts on the
state’s commitment to deliver-
ing sufficient units of affordable
housing for Penangites.

Presently, the state, which

has pledged to deliver 75,000
affordable homes by 2022 in the
14th General Election mani-
festo, is delighted to have sur-
passed the figure based on the
completed, ongoing and ap-
proved projects.

Local Government and Hous-
ing Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh, who has been
championing for housing af-
fordability since taking charge
of his portfolio in 2013, was
happy to note the positive de-
velopment.

He had been reportedly de-
scribing “housing is like his
baby” since taking over the
role.

Geh told Buletin Mutiara that
Jagdeep has done a good job to
deliver promises made to the
people and assisted those in
plight especially the needy ones
in need of a home.

He said many first-time home

buyers would now have a
chance to own a shelter in the
state as plenty of affordable
units are available.

On why certain buyers could
not afford a property since it
was priced in the affordable
range, Geh said this was due to
limited spending power among
the people.

“One main factor is the month-
ly salary aspect and cost of living,”
he said.

Geh, however, was quick to
point out a quality housing neigh-
bourhood must also be looked into

“Apart from housing affordabil-
ity, happiness and prosperity index
also must be taken into account.

Michael Geh.

“There’s a need to ensure all
the aspects are equal as the end
result of the 2030 plan is to
bring happiness and prosperity
to the state.

“It’s important to know how
happy Penangites are in the
happiness index.

“The state’s vision can be
achieved once all these aspects
are realised,” Geh added.

Meanwhile, Choong also
shared the same sentiments,
stating the state government
was on the verge of realising its
2030 aim.

Datuk Finn Choong.

Choong said the main thing
that affects majority of people
to purchase a home was the re-
quired monthly salary yardstick.

He, however, accepts that
Jagdeep has provided the best
for the people in these years.

“I would say Jagdeep is doing
well in his portfolio.

“He has the backing from all
of us (business community), ”
Choong said.

That’s why, the Penang 2030
vision as targeted would see a
different surrounding in years
to come, he added.

High-loan rejection rate
facing first-time home buyers

DESPITE the efforts of the state
government to provide affordable
housing, the bigger hurdle facing
first-time home buyers in Penang
is the high loan application rejec-
tion rate.

Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jagdeep Singh has
repeatedly stated delivery of low-
cost (LC), low-medium cost
(LMC) and affordable housing
units have exceeded the 75,631
pledged in the last General Elec-
tion’s manifesto.

On this, William Khoo, 32, who
stays with his parents at a public
housing scheme in Bandar Baru
Air Itam, told Buletin Mutiara that
he applauded the state’s initiative
in constructing such homes for the
people.

He said the initiative was good
and had in fact assisted many of
the youngsters who could not af-
ford to own a home that is reason-
ably priced.

“I’m actually happy with what
the state is doing right now which
is to assist the lower-income group.

“The prices of affordable prop-
erty are reasonable but the problem
is our monthly salary could not
match the loan figures.

“It is also due to the high rejec-
tion loan rate by banks,” he said,
hoping the federal authorities
could look into the matter.

Khoo’s plight was also mirrored
by housewife S. Shanti, 38, from
Padang Tembak, who said the
concern was actually due to her
family’s monthly income.

“For my case, my husband only
works as plumber and we have two
kids aged seven and 12 to support.

“I fully support the govern-
ment’s effort in providing afford-
able housing for everyone of us.

“But the main problem is still
back to the effort to obtain the
loan,” she said.

Jagdeep has previously said the
state would assist those affected by
the high loan rejection rate through
the rent-to-own (RTO) scheme.

The prices for the affordable
homes are RM42,000 (Type A),
RM72,500 (Type B) and
RM150,000 (Type C1),
RM200,000 (Type C2) and
RM300,000 (Type C3).

To qualify for them, the gross
earnings of each couple must not
exceed RM2,500 (Type A),
RM3,500 (Type B), RM6,000
(Type C1), RM8,000 (Type C2)
and RM 10,000 (Type C3).

‘Supper at Batu Lancang’

goes on three-month trial

THE opening ‘Supper at Batu
Lancang’ received a fairly
good response at the open-air
car park of the Batu Lancang
market recently.

Batu Lancang assemblyman
Ong Ah Teong said the organisers
estimated 4,000 people attended
the food truck pasar malam for
either dinner or supper on the
opening night on May 18.

“It will be held every Satur-
day night from 7pm to 12
midnight for a trial period of
three months,” Ong said.

“This is the first food truck
pasar malam in Penang. And
on every Saturday night, we
will also have a performance
or singing to liven up the at-
mosphere.

“The response is quite good.
A few trucks had their food
sold out. There are a lot of car
parks in this area. It is also
strategically located, near the
highway to the bridge.

“We want to create some-
thing special in Batu Lancang.
We will try this out until Au-
gust. We hope it can also at-
tract tourists. If business is
good, we will continue and
will ask the state tourism of-

fice to include the event in
their diary.”

A total of 26 food trucks —
10 halal and 16 non-halal —
were there. Not every food
truck will be operating every
Saturday but the organisers,
TLM event company and Ta-
man Ghee Hiang Village Com-
munity Management Council
(MPKK), will maintain at least
20 food trucks every Saturday
to ensure there is always good
food to enjoy.

Also present were TLM
executive director C.K. Ewe
and Taman Ghee Hiang MPKK
chairman Lee Kean Loon, and
Taman Sri Damai MPKK
chairman Mohamad Hidir.

Apart from local food like
fried chicken, burger and lak-
sa, there were Japanese, Viet-
namese, Taiwanese, Korean
and Thai food.

Robin Tai F&B, selling Liang
Sandwich (with Jay Chou as its
brand ambassador), pulled in
quite a crowd. Another popular
one was the truck selling Mr
Eggie.

Stylo Heaven operator Siti
Salwa Zakaria, 36, and her hus-
band Ahmad Rahimy Anuar Ha-

midi, 40, were glad to take part.
“We’ve been operating the
food truck business for a year
at Patani Road, selling bever-
ages like chocolate, mocha,
coffee and tea. We also sell
‘roti bakar’. Business is chal-
lenging here as there are sev-
eral trucks selling beverages.”
Not far away, caricature art-
ist Azmi Hussin, who set a
record in the Malaysia Book
of Records by drawing 320
caricatures in 24 hours in
2017, was at work too. As he
did a drawing on the Batu
Lancang assemblyman, a large
crowd gathered to watch.

Retired schoolteacher P.
Kanagarajah, 78, who is living
in one of the apartments near-
by the market, also dropped by
to check out the food.

“I expected the usual hawk-
er-style pasar malam. This
food truck pasar malam is
beyond my expectations.

“It caters to the young gen-
eration. It is very nice and
orderly. It also gives the young
entrepreneurs the opportunity
to do business. I would say the
organisers have raised the
bar.”
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Joining hands to keep P nang Hill

clean

A GROUP of hashers from
Hash House Harriets Penang,
together with volunteers from
Business Network International
Achievers (BNI Achievers) went
on a mission recently to clean the
Penang Hill hiking trail and its
surroundings.

Air [tam assemblyman Joseph
Ng said the hashers had noticed
the trail and its surroundings were
littered with rubbish during their
hiking sessions.

“They decide to clean the area
with the support from BNI
Achievers. They hope to send a
strong message to the public on
the need to safeguard the environ-
ment.

“Some 40 people, led by hash-
er Dr Mecherl Lim, 70, took part

in the event,” Ng said after flag-
ging off the event on May 23.

The volunteers managed to
collect over 10 bags of rubbish.

Lim said the hashers took a
more challenging route (about
400m up the hill), while the other
group from BNI Achievers col-
lected rubbish along the “walka-
ble” hiking trail.

“Penang will be a cleaner and
greener state if other hikers and
hashers can play their role to keep
the hills clean.

“People should not just talk
about creating awareness. More
importantly, it is about doing it.
Action is important.

“Play your part in making
Penang greener. We will be doing
this once a month,” Lim said.
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George Town living heritage documented through pilot project

IN the midst of urbanisation, it
is important to preserve the liv-
ing heritage as it is the identity
of a community.

A pilot project, called the
“Community-based Intangible
Cultural Heritage Inventorying
in George Town”, has been
completed after three months of
inventorying.

It was initiated by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation (Un-
esco) focusing on rituals and
festive events that are still
practised by the communities
of George Town.

George Town World Heritage
Incorporated (GTWHI) was
involved in implementing the
inventory process with the help
of over 40 local facilitators
representing 23 community
groups in George Town.

According to GTWHI gen-
eral manager Dr Ang Ming
Chee, some 70 elements have
been documented throughout
the project.

“Community-based invento-
rying is considerably new in
Malaysia, and we had very
limited time to complete the
project but it was made possible
with the support from Unesco,
the state government, GTWHI
team and most importantly the
communities.

“We have shared the meth-
odologies and the inventory
questionnaires with the partici-
pating communities where

(From third from left) Ogge, Ang, Yeoh and Chiba in a group picture with the participants of the project.

some 70 elements were docu-
mented during this pilot phase.
“I would like to thank the
communities of George Town
for taking up this challenge and
being the catalyst to the success
of this project,” said Ang dur-
ing her opening speech at the
wrap-up meeting on May 25.
Ang also shared that the out-
put of the data collected would
be shared through print as well
as online by end of this year.
George Town is the first city
in Asia to undergo such a pilot

project alongside Harare (Zim-
babwe) and Kingston (Jamai-
ca).

It is aimed at exploring how
community-based inventorying
could be used to encourage
more engagement among the
living heritage and within the
communities.

Penang Tourism Develop-
ment, Heritage, Culture and
Arts Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin, who was also pre-
sent, assured that the state
government would continue

with its efforts to safeguard the
multicultural heritage of Pen-
ang.

“As a policy-maker who
serves the people, it is my duty
to shape policies for a better
future. I will continue to do my
part in nurturing and safeguard-
ing the multicultural heritage of
Penang, one of the most sig-
nificant sources of tourism in-
come,’” said Yeoh.

Plaques and certificates were
also presented to community
representatives as a token of

appreciation for their commit-
ment to safeguarding George
Town’s shared cultural herit-
age.

Suzanne Ogge, who is also
Head of Heritage Projects of
StudioMilou Singapore, said
the communities themselves
must make the effort to safe-
guard the living heritage, not
merely the authorities.

Also present at the event was
Moe Chiba, Head of Cultural
Unit from Unesco Office Ja-
karta.
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Penang’s Gender Inclusiveness:
Anyone can be anything

Story by Chan Xin Ying &
Hasanah Akhir

Recently I watched the 2016
Disney animated film Zootopia with
my family. The Oscar winning Best
Animated Feature Film of the Year
was about Zootopia - a world where
multi-species predator and prey live
side by side in the city. The film car-
ried important messages of inclu-
siveness and non-discrimination,
with the tag line ‘Anyone can be
anything’. It highlighted the impor-
tance of equality and inclusiveness,
in which anyone, from a tiny mouse,
to a gigantic lion could pursue their
dreams to hold any position includ-
ing legal and enforcement, in the
city.

In one scene in Zootopia it
showed a juice bar designed for
mammals of different heights and it
reminds us that different facilities are
designed for different groups con-
sidering our different physical and
psychological states. It is a splendid
demonstration of ‘different people
(animals), different needs’.

Indeed, Zootopia took place in an
imagined world. Nonetheless, it re-
flected an utopia which everyone
desired - an inclusive and non-dis-
criminatory society. Penang is a
cosmopolitan modern city with di-
verse population and culture. It is
important for Penang to transform
into an universally accepted society
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Pick up Juice Bar for mammals with different heights Source: Disney,

See Zootopia, 11:07

in which everyone’s rights and needs
are respected. The state government
has taken the initiative to adopt its
first Gender Inclusiveness Policy as
a commitment to build an inclusive
society while promoting substantive
gender equality.

What is Gender Inclusive-
ness and Why?

The term Gender Inclusiveness
is inspired by the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals
2030. It refers to an environment
where everyone’s diverse needs and
rights are equally accepted, re-
spected and understood. The con-
cept of inclusiveness encompasses
all spheres of life, including our
home, national growth and develop-
ment, workplace, public services,
public spaces and educational insti-
tutions. In other words, everyone
will have equal opportunities and
rights to access public spaces and
resources, while also ensuring that

their rights in their homes and work-
places are respected.

private facilities. A scene from
Zootopia showed a train designed
with three different sized doors for
a reindeer; a brown bear and a ro-
dent, instead of assuming that every
mammal could use the medium
sized door. This is very important
since according to a 2013 report
from the Asian Development Bank
and Asia Pacific CoP-MfDR (Com-
munity of Practice on Management
of Development Results), more than
90% of facilities found in public
spaces globally have generalised the
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needs of everyone, thus resulting
in the neglect of citizens with
special needs.

Nevertheless, attempts to pro-
vide facilities and services for
different people with different
needs in Penang are gradually
improving. Pedestrian crossings
are more preferred than an over-
head bridge because the former is
friendlier to the physically chal-
lenged disabled and old folks. In
places with overhead pedestrian
bridges, lifts and escalators are

Diagram of Gender Inclu-
siveness

Although the concept of inclu-
siveness embraces everyone in so-
ciety, there is a need to understand
that it must not generalise every-
one’s need. Instead, different peo-
ple’s requirements should be consid-
ered when designing public and

built to cater for these segments of
society.

The state government practices a
responsive process through Gender
Responsive Participatory Budget
(GRPB) to engage the community
when deciding the spending of pub-
lic money to reflect the needs of
people at every level of society. The
approach includes focus group dis-
cussions and local surveys, and
providing space for the community
to participate in decision making on
public expenditure issues. Gender
inclusiveness starts with me and you
by being motivated to participate
actively in civic, social and eco-
nomic activities. Tolerance and ap-
preciation of cultural diversity are
much needed especially in a diverse
society as ours. With diversity in
opinions and viewpoints, society
will be able to come up with solu-
tions and ideas that are inclusive. In
a nutshell, Gender Inclusiveness
strives to leave nobody behind, and
finally citing from Zootopia, “We
can only solve it together”.

Different train doors catered for different size mammals. Source:

from Disney, see Zootopia, 08:18

Participatory Workshops in Determining the Plan
of Action of Gender Inclusiveness Policy

GEORGE TOWN - The Penang state
government in collaboration with the Penang
Women’s Development Corporation
(PWDC) has recently organized a Gender
Inclusiveness Policy (GIP) Plan of Action
workshop to develop a comprehensive and
participatory policy action plan. The two-day
workshop at Flamingo Hotel Penang was
held for two groups, from May 13 to 14 and
May 16to 17,2019 involving representatives
from state departments and agencies.

The workshops were held to enhance
understanding of heads of government de-
partments and officials on Gender Respon-
sive and Participatory Budgeting (GRPB)
methodologies and to raise awareness on
Gender Balanced Management (GBM) in
which both GRPB and GBM form the key
strategic thrust for the GIP. The main goal of
the workshops was to draft action plans for
their respective departments and agencies in

% W

supporting the GIP which was officially
launched by the Chief Minister on March 7,
2019.

Bangkel Peneniuan Pelan Tindokan Dosar Keterangkuman Gender Negeri Pulau Finang
17 = 18 Mei 2017 (Khamis - Jemaal)
Flarmimge Hetel by the Beach, Tanjung Bungah

In line with the concept of participatory
in GRPB’s main thrust, the two-day work-
shops were planned, designed and conducted

through participatory and preparatory ap-
proach, with inputs from by respective de-
partments and agencies. Both workshops
recorded impressive participation with over
80 per cent attendance from the departments’
and agencies’ representatives. Participants
not only took an active role in the discussion
sessions, but also showed high interest and
commitment in supporting and realizing the
GIP which is the aspiration of the State Gov-
ernment towards its vision of Penang2030.
The participatory workshops are a mani-
festation of the transparency and openness of
the Penang State Government, to promote an
underlying platform for bottom-up approach
in public policy action plans. In fact, direct
involvement of heads and departmental of-
ficials in formulating the Plan of Action will
inculcate a sense of belonging for civil serv-
ants who are the main pulse and implementa-
tion machinery for state government policies.
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Fundraising
project exceeds
expectations

A GIANT teddy coin mosaic set
up at the Festive Square in Gurney
Paragon Mall has definitely made
heads turn.

Bearing the words “Penang
Adventist Hospital 95th Anni-
versary Charity Giant Teddy
Coin Mosaic”, the 80ft by 40ft
art piece was made up of
195,402 pieces of 50-sen coins
— a whopping RM97,701!

These coins were donated by
the public to aid the Penang
Adventist Hospital (PAH) can-
cer fund.

The charity event was in
conjunction with the hospital’s
95th anniversary celebration.

PAH had aimed at raising
RM200,000 for its cancer fund
through the project.

Fundraising roadshows were
held at several locations and
major shopping malls such as
Sunshine Square, Gurney Plaza
and Gurney Paragon Mall.

PAH chief executive officer
Ronald Koh said the project
managed to raise over
RM316,000.

“Although the coins are all
placed and the mosaic built, the
fundraising continues.

“I sincerely urge
everyone to continue
giving your support
towards helping the
needy cancer patients.

“Our hospital’s can-
cer fund disbursed
more than RM260,000
and helped 15 patients
last year. Let us not
stop here, and contin-
ue to make a differ-
ence in someone’s
life,” he said in his
speech during the
closing ceremony at
Gurney Paragon Mall
on May 19.

Penang Health,
Agriculture, Agro-
Based Industry and
Rural Development Committee
chairman Dr Afif Bahardin said
the project was a unique way to
raise funds.

“It is an eye-opener for many

A total_ of 195,402 pieces of 50-
Sen coins are used to set up the
giant teddy coin mosaic.

people; not only for the sheer
size of the coin mosaic, but

knowing that no matter
how small a donation can
be, you can offer a glim-
mer of hope to those who
are fighting cancer.
“According to the
World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO), cancer is the
second leading cause of
death globally. It is re-
sponsible for an estimated
9.6 million deaths last
year.
“Many types of cancer
are highly preventable and
curable if they are detected
in their early stages. Lifestyle
plays an important role to beat
cancer,” Dr Afif, who was rep-
resenting Chief Minister Chow

Kon Yeow, said.

Dr Afif said around one-third
of deaths from cancer were due
to five leading behavioral and
dietary risks — high body mass
index, low fruit and vegetable in-
take, lack of physical activity, to-
bacco use and alcohol use.

Also present were Bukit Bend-
era MP Wong Hon Wai, Pulau
Tikus assemblyman Chris Lee, and
Hunza Group executive director
Khor Tze Ming.

Several donors also presented
mock cheques during the closing
ceremony.

Ninety-four volunteers took
four hours to arrange the 50-sen
coins into a giant teddy coin mo-
saic for the closing ceremony.

Apartment blocks to get fresh coat of paint

Cooler, greener touch for

RESIDENTS of Taman Han Chiang in
Jalan Sungkai were beaming with joy when
they received the cheque for repainting their
apartments.

The 40-year-old project consists of six
apartment blocks and over 200 units.

The blocks will be repainted in three
phases under the state’s Maximum 80%
Housing Maintenance Fund (TPMS8OPP)
programme.

Housing, Local Government, Town and
Country Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh said the total repainting works
cost RM220,000 and the state would bear
20% of the total cost which was RM44,000.

He said the Management Corporation
(MC) of the project was supposed to bear
the remaining 80%, which was RM176,000.

“The first phase consists of Block 25 and
27 of the project. The repainting job will cost
RM60,000 and the state government will
bear RM12,000,” he said during the cheque
presentation ceremony at Taman Han Chiang
on May 22.

Jelutong MP R.S.N. Rayer had success-
fully obtained an allocation of RM48,000
from the Implementation and Coordination
Unit (ICU) under the Prime Minister’s De-

partment to offset the remaining cost of the
Phase One repainting job.

“The residents do not have to fork out
even a single sen for phase one,” Rayer said.

The repainting job for Block 42 (Phase
Two) costs about RM70,000.

“The state will bear RM 14,000 of the
total RM 70,000 cost for Phase Two.

“Rayer is in the midst of applying for an
allocation of RM50,000 from ICU. He will
also contribute RM6,000 from his constitu-
ency allocation.

“That would mean that the residents also
do not have to pay any amount for Phase
Two,” Jagdeep said.

Taman Han Chiang Management Corpo-
ration chairman Ung Lay Pheng said the
residents are very grateful to the Pakatan
Harapan government for fulfilling their
needs.

“The residents are very happy that their
apartments can finally be repainted.

“It has been their dream for the past 40
years,” she said.

Phase Three of the repainting works
(Blocks A, B and 29) will start after the
completion of Phase Two. Phase Three will
cost RM90,000.

St George’s Girls’ School

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) has contributed 25 saplings and
50 potted plants to St George’s Girls’
School (SGGS) in George Town in an
effort to create a greener Penang.

The saplings included ‘tabebuia rosea’,
which is commonly known as tecoma
tree, and bucida molinet, which is com-
monly known as Bucida tree.

MBPP councillor Connie Tan, who
oversees the planting tree initiative, said
this would further make the school envi-
ronment friendly besides providing a cool
space for the students and teachers.

“The tree planting initiative is vital as
part of Penang2030’s vision to make
Penang a greener state,” she said.

Tan added that SGGS would be the
first in Pulau Tikus to adopt urban farming
in its school compound.

“The project is a joint effort by MBPP
and the state’s Agriculture Department.

“We will be growing vegetables and
spices under the urban farming project,”
she told a press conference after attending
the tree planting ceremony at the school

on May 21.

“Other than infrastructure develop-
ment, we should prioritise a green envi-
ronment.”

Tan said MBPP had planted about
360,000 saplings in the past 10 years in
Penang and would be planting 100,000
more in the next five years.

Meanwhile, Pulau Tikus assemblyman
Chris Lee, who officiated the ceremony,
thanked Tan for her efforts.

“We see trees and plants as part of a
healthy and livable community.

“Besides that, I will also do my best
for the betterment of St George’s Girls’
School.

“St George’s is one of the heritage
schools in Penang and we need to main-
tain it and take care of the welfare of the
students as well,” he said, adding that his
office also pledged to help with the repair
works in the school.

Also present was school principal
Athiyah Abd Razak, who thanked MBPP
and the state for their concern and care
for SGGS.



cookie!

THE success of biscuit and
cookie entrepreneur Ani Eu-
soff should be an example to
the local community in Batu
Uban to venture into the en-
trepreneurship field, says
Batu Uban assemblyman A.
Kumaresan.

He said about half a million
biscuits for Hari Raya Aidil-
fitri were produced this year
by the entrepreneur and made
available through 74 stockists
across the state.

“I am very pleased with the
achievement of Puan Ani and
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Ani presenting some cookies to Kumaresan (fourth from right) as her employees look on.

we (Batu Uban state constitu-
ency) are proud to showcase
the success of her small-scale
business.

“At first, I was very sur-
prised when visiting her home
which was completely filled
with biscuits.

“The interesting part is that

most of her workers are from
her own neighbourhood, like
single mothers and house-
wives, to give them a chance
to earn some pocket money,”
he said during a visit to Ani-
musa Cookies on May 18.
Kumaresan added that he
would try to obtain halal sta-

tus from the Islamic Develop-
ment Department of Malaysia
(Jakim) as well as a larger
building to accommodate the
supply of biscuits and space
for workers for the processing
work.

“I also want to help her to
do online business to further

expand her business,” he said.

A beaming Ani, when inter-
viewed by Buletin Mutiara,
said she was thankful for Ku-
maresan’s gesture.

“Yes, I would like to ex-
pand my business and I look
forward to some good results
with his help,” she said.
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NEW'S

Groundbreaking guidebook on
birds’ nest grading launched

THE local birds’ nest industry
was given a boost when a
guidebook on how to determine
the quality of the birds’ nest
was launched in Penang re-
cently.

Agriculture, Agro-based In-
dustry, Rural Development and
Health Committee chairman Dr
Afif Bahardin commended the
Rural Industry and Entrepre-
neurship Organisation (RIEO)
for producing the guidebook
and handing its Intellectual
Property rights worth
RM&80,000 to the Penang Vet-
erinary Services Department
(PVSD).

Also present were RIEO
secretary-general John Ooh Sin
Hwa and PVSD director Dr
Anun Man.

“The guidebook offers a
uniform reference regarding
procedures for identifying and
improving the quality of swift-
let nests’ production,” Dr Afif
told a press conference in
Komtar on May 15.

“This publication is the first
of its kind in Malaysia. It is
user-friendly and can be down-

loaded via website or pendrive
version. We estimate a mini-
mum of 1,000 E-books to be
downloaded by industrial en-
trepreneurs, farmers and traders
in Malaysia.

“The guidebook was a result
of two years of study and
analysis involving 980 sam-
ples.”

In 2018, the birds’ nest in-
dustry recorded RM1.317 bil-
lion worth of export with Pen-
ang contributing 4,733kg.

In total, 1,783.27kg of raw
cleaned edible birds nest worth
over RM16 billion were ex-
ported to China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, Laos, South Korea and
the United States. Seventy-
eight percent of the export went
to China.

Dr Afif said besides being a
profitable industry in Penang,
it was also a tourist attraction.

This, he said, was also in line
with the commitment of the
state government in developing
the agriculture sector that is
part of Penang2030 vision.

Ooh said although the birds’
nest industry was a multi-mil-
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Dr Afif (third from left) was among those who witnessed Dr Anun (second from left) receiving the
mock cheque from Ooh (fourth from left).

lion dollar business, his or-
ganisation found that there was
no standard grading for the
birds’ nest in the market.

“Our objective is to help the
birds’ nest farmers to increase
their income. Over the years,
the farmers have been selling
their produce by bulk. They
always get undercut.

“We realise this problem and
we want to help them. In order
to get a better price, it is impor-
tant for them to know how to
grade their produce.

“It’s a pioneering work for
us (to publish the guidebook),
to lay down the parameters and
to teach people in the industry.”

He said the steps taken by his
association to uplift the farmers
were also significant to Pen-
ang2030 vision as the state was
gearing towards high value
produce. Hence, he added it
was suitable for the launch to
take off in the state.

“No other commodity in
agriculture is worth between
RM3,000 and RM4,000 per

kilogram other than birds’ nest.
So, it is crucial to any industry
to have a proper grading system
to determine its quality,” Ooh
said.

Dr Anun also thanked RIEO
for coming out with a simpli-
fied grading system.

She said from a survey, it is
found that an average of 1.36kg
of birds’ nest was harvested per
premises in Penang.

In 2018, there were 216 reg-
istered premises used as bird-
houses in Penang.

E-hailing app boost for cabbies

THE e-hailing app for taxis is
now available in Penang.

The “cALLme CAB” app was
the result of a collaboration be-
tween the National Malaysian
Co-operative (Angkasa) Penang
and Penang Taxi Associate As-
sociation (Gabungan).

Penang Angkasa liaison com-
mittee chairman Mohd Jamil
Othman hoped that taxi drivers
could be more competitive with
the mobile app.

“We first launched the app at
KL International Airport (KLIA).
However, the service is now
temporarily unavailable pending
further discussion between the
relevant parties involved,” he
said on May 22.

He added that Penang was
now the only state which offers
the “cALLme CAB” app to the
public.

Gabungan president Mo-
hamad Shahimi Hadzri urged
taxi drivers to provide better
services to their customers.

“We have to gain public con-
fidence and evolve with technol-

ogy advancement,” he said.

Mohamad Shahimi also wel-
comed the public to install the
“cALLme CAB” app.

He also thanked the state
government for its continuous
support.

“The Penang government has
been very supportive of taxi
drivers and we are truly grate-
ful,” he said.

He said there were now 500
Public Service Vehicle (PSV)
licensed taxi drivers with per-
mits registered with the
‘cALLme CAB’ app.

He said there were over 2,000
taxi drivers in Penang.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said Angkasa, Gabungan
and taxi drivers in Penang have
turned a “crisis into an opportu-
nity” through digital transforma-
tion.

“The app will provide extra
advantage for taxi drivers.

“Taxis are subjected to regu-
lations set by the Transport
Ministry. The vehicles have to
undergo inspections regularly

and they are licensed,” Chow
said.

He said taxi drivers now have
the option to choose whether to
continue their ‘traditional’ way
of providing services, or em-
brace digital technology and

move forward.

“Consumers want a system
that is transparent. They dislike
having to bargain the fare when-
ever they call for a taxi.

“Now you have provided the
consumers with the app that al-
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Chow, Mohamad Shahimi (right) and the taxi drivers giving the thumbs up after the ceremony.
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lows them to view the fare before
they request it. That is what the
consumers want,” Chow said.

The public can download the
“cALLme CAB” app for free
from the Google Play Store or
the Apple App Store.



Enhancing

visitor

experience

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE Penang government is mul-
ling the idea of opening up certain
areas of Fort Cornwallis for visitors
to view the two newly-conserved
cannons while witnessing the con-
servation works that are currently
ongoing there.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said it would be an unforgettable
experience for locals and tourists
to view the cannons and the con-
servation works being done at the
site.

“The Chief Minister Incorpora-
ted as the site owner and the con-
cession company managing Fort
Cornwallis will have to look at this
aspect.

“We will let them decide the
area that can be opened to visitors
and when it would be opened,”
Chow told a press conference after
attending the cannon handing over
ceremony at the Gallery of Archa-
eology in Universiti Sains Malay-
sia (USM) on May 10.

Chow congratulated USM Cen-

tre for Global Archaeological Re-
search archaeologist Prof Datuk Dr
Mokhtar Saidin and his team for
the job well done.

“The process to restore and
conserve the two cannons took
almost a year to complete. [ believe
it was a tedious and time-consu-
ming process, which needed a lot
of patience.

“The conservation of Fort Co-
rnwallis is part of the north seafront
project, following the George
Town Special Area Plan.

“The north seafront project is
spearheaded by George Town
Conservation and Development
Corporation (GTCDC).”

GTCDC is a tripartite partners-
hip between the Penang govern-
ment’s Chief Minister Incorporated
(CMI), Think City Sdn Bhd and
Aga Khan Trust for Culture; set up
to improve the public realm
following the George Town Speci-
al Area Plan.

Chow added that GTCDC was
also currently working with the
port authority to come out with a
master plan to conserve the east

Let’s celebrate PHF2019

DISCOVER the wonders of Pen-
ang Hill during the Penang Hill
Festival 2019 (PHF2019) and be
amazed with what nature has to offer.

The second Penang Hill Festival,
themed “See the nature. Feel the
history”, will be held from July 18 to
21 on the hill.

Exciting programmes and activi-
ties are set to please visitors during
the four-day celebration.

Penang Hill Corporation (PHC)
general manager Cheok Lay Leng
welcomed visitors to take part in the
free guided nature and heritage
walks.

“This is the chance for visitors to
check out the exotic plants of Penang
Hill. Nature and heritage lovers must
not miss this opportunity to know
more about the hill.

“Apart from its amazing scenery
and greenery, Penang Hill is also rich
in heritage.

“The guided nature walk has two
sessions — at 9.30am and 2.30pm,
while the guided heritage walk will

be conducted at 11.30am and
4.30pm. These walks are available
throughout the four-day celebration.

“The gathering point will be at the
Dataran of Penang Hill,” Cheok said.

The more adventurous visitors
would be delighted to join the night
exploration, where they are able to
explore Penang Hill in the dark and
catch a glimpse of some shy noctur-
nal animals in their natural habitat.

The meeting point for the two-
hour night exploration is at the Data-
ran. It will be held from 8pm to 10pm
on July 18 and 19. Admission is
RM30 per person.

Cheok said music lovers must not
miss the opportunity to visit the hill
on July 20.

“The Music on the Hill: East
Meets West will feature a 60-piece
orchestral band playing tunes from
the East and the West.

“The Joyous Chinese Orchestra
and the students from St George’s
Girls’ School will also be entertaining
the crowd that evening.

Chow (second from right) looking at the newly-conserved cannon. With him are (from left) Teh,

Mokhtar, Asma, Yeoh and Ang.

seafront area.

“The east seafront stretches
from the Swettenham Pier Cruise
Terminal to the Clan Jetty, on both
sides of Weld Quay.

“We hope the land owners and
port authority will follow the mas-
ter plan once it is prepared,” he
said.

The two newly-restored can-
nons, believed to be constructed
during the reign of King George 11
(1760-1820), were handed over to
the state government after the con-
servation process was completed.

The two cannons were discover-
ed on Feb 19 last year, together

“It will be held from 3pm to 6pm
onJuly 20 at the Dataran. Admission
is free,” he said.

Among the other activities lined
up are the rainforest exploration,
Penang Hill photo exhibition, nature
classroom, Entopia ‘Up Close With
Crawlies’, and ‘Wild Roads’ by
Langur Project Penang.

Formore details, visit http:/www.
penanghill.gov.my/index.php/en/

The children learning about
the flora and fauna found on
Penang Hill.

with some cannonballs a few days
later.

The cannons weighed 1,500kg
and 1,738kg; and were 2.2m and
2.35m in length respectively.

The Penang government,
through George Town Heritage
Incorporated (GTWHI), allocated
RM32,100 for the conservation
work.

Meanwhile, Mokhtar said the
conservation work for the third
cannon and a mortar, also found
during the excavation works at Fort
Cornwallis, would begin next
month.

“It will take approximately a

year to complete, depending on the
process needed and the condition
of the artifacts,” he said.

GTWHI general manager Dr
Ang Ming Chee thanked the state
for the financial support and poli-
tical commitment to make the
conservation effort possible.

Also present were USM
vice-chancellor Prof Datuk Dr
Asma Ismail, state Tourism De-
velopment, Heritage, Culture and
Arts Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin, Komtar assemblyman
Teh Lai Heng, CMI deputy general
manager S. Bharathi and GTCDC
director Hamdan Abdul Majid.

Visitors admiring the amazing view from Penang Hill.
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Popular TV stars sing pralses of
Penang

TWO renowned television cele-
brities from India fell in love with
Penang during their five-day vi-
deo shooting session in the state.

Indian model and actor Nis-
hant Malkani and TV actress Giaa
Manek were in Penang from May
31 to June 4 to feature Penang in
the popular Indian TV channel
AAJ TAK.

This was the first time Nishant
visited Penang and Malaysia.

“The whole journey was brea-
thtaking. As this was my first
time, I did not know what to
expect.

“The people here are friendly,
welcoming and warm. It is simply
amazing!

“I enjoyed the diversity you
have here. The state is a great
destination with beautiful scene-
ries. I would love to come back,”
he told a press conference on June
4.

He said he came to Penang
with a bag but going back with
four; drawing laughter from the
media personnel.

Giaa said she learnt a lot from
her trip to Penang.

“I have collaborated with
many states and countries throug-
hout my career, and the experien-
ce I gained from this trip to Pe-
nang was amazing.

“I visited Kuala Lumpur two
years back, so it felt like I was
going home. [ wish I could stay a
little longer,” she said.

Giaa said she was a changed
person after visiting Penang.

“I became more fearless after
visiting Penang. Both Nishant
and I visited the Rainbow Sky-
walk at The TOP in Komtar.

“I realised that fear is only in
your mind and you can overcome
it if you have the will,” she said.

She revealed that she was a
coffee lover and she loved the
coconut coffee so much that she
bought some back to India.

Giaa said Nishant and herself
also enjoyed the masala tea at the
Tropical Spice Garden.

AAJ TAK TV show editor
Amit Tyagi said he was impress-
ed with the Penang government
for preserving the Indian culture
in the state.

“I noticed that the Indian cul-
ture is well preserved in Penang.
It is so beautiful here. The people
of Penang are friendly. Penang
has a lot of potential,” he said.

Amit said Giaa and Nishant’s
experiences in Penang would be
aired as part of AAJ TAK’s travel
show — “Saas Bahu Aur Betiya-
an”.

“It is a song and dance-orien-

Yeoh (centre), Ashwin (second from left) together with Amit (left), Nishant (second from right) and Giaa
taking a group photo after the press conference.

ted show. It is scheduled to te-
lecast by the end of June.

“The one-hour show is telecast
daily from 2.25pm to 3.30pm
(IST). The show has covered
other different international loca-
tions including Australia, Swit-
zerland, California, Dubai and
others,” he said.

The Indian TV channel was
collaborating with Penang Con-
vention & Exhibition Bureau
(PCEB) on this project.

PCEB chief executive officer
Ashwin Gunasekeran said the
number of Indian travellers to

B e eern W, %ﬂ:
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Penang had increased by about
11% in 2018 as compared to
2017.

“The number of Indian arrivals
to Penang by air and seaport last
year was 43,537.

“These arrivals are coming in
despite Penang not having a di-
rect flight from India.

“We are very confident that
leisure and business travellers
from India to Penang will conti-
nue to increase,” he said.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin

said the project was another effort
to showcase Penang as an ideal
tourist destination.

“We have been working really
hard to promote the state. Penang
is more than just heritage and
culture.

“It is also an ideal destination
for romantic and adventure geta-
ways, shopping, food and ecotou-
rism.

“We hope that the TV show
will present our beautiful Penang
as a perfect holiday destination
and we welcome people of India
to the state,” he said.

Be bold to take up

challenges,

YOUTHS have been advised
to change their mindset and be
daring to take up challenges.

Penang Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee said young men and wom-
en must be bold and committed
when pursuing a dream or ca-
reer.

“Never be afraid of failure
and never give up,” Soon said in
his speech at the National Youth
Consultative Council meeting at
M Sogo Coworking Space in
Prangin Mall on May 9.

He told them to grab the op-
portunity if they were asked to
become a Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) or Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP)
councillor or to give a public
speech.

“There is always a first time.

youths told

I was not confident too when I
first became an assemblyman. I
gave speeches by reading from
the text when I started but later I
grew more confident.

“We cannot expect 100% per-
formance from a first-timer. If
you don’t seize the opportunity,
you will miss it.

“But when you have the cour-
age and commitment to do some-
thing, success will follow,” said
Soon, who was delayed for the
meeting as he went to the ground
to help flood victims at his con-
stituency in Bagan Jermal.

Also present at the meeting
were Penang police chief Comm
Datuk T. Narenasagaran, Youth
and Sports Ministry Penang di-
rector Zul Fadhli Abd Aziz and
Penang Youth Council chairman
Lim Swee Bok.
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