~f Penang to

go ahead
with airport
study pg?2

@ipSuiaaflen Hegdansl
UnBOUCLauf Guymdliflwg

&
(23R

Ui 7

BN A B &

Story by Tanushalini Moroter
Pix by Chan Kok Kuan

VISITORS to the heritage sites in George
Town can now enjoy free high-speed broad-
band connection for six months starting from
March 1!

The collaboration between the federal
government, YTL Communications and Fa-
cebook, allows people to enjoy Terragraph
until August.

The George Town heritage sites have been
chosen to undergo the trial run. It is believed
that George Town is the first city in Asia to
enjoy Terragraph.

According to its website, Terragraph is a
60GHz multi-hop multi-point wireless distri-
bution network. It delivers gigabit speeds to
dense underserved urban areas at a fraction of
the cost of fibre.

Terragraph is set to provide free public
WiFi and fixed wireless access (FWA) in
George Town heritage areas for six months.

Communications and Multimedia Minister
Gobind Singh Deo said the ministry is com-
mitted to ensure the success of the National
Fiberisation and Connectivity Plan (NFCP)
to provide high-speed and high-quality broad-
band services to Malaysians.

“Ienvision a Malaysia where internet con-
nectivity is available to anyone, anywhere and
anytime.

“Internet connectivity has become a neces-
sity, like electricity and water. It is no longer
a privilege but a basic and fundamental need
that must be made available to all.

“When we came into power in May last
year, my ministry’s goal was to double the
speed and halve the price of broadband in
Malaysia.

“To date, my ministry has reduced the
prices of entry-level fixed broadband pack-
ages by at least 34%.

“For the first time in Malaysia, 100Mbps
packages are available for less than RM100
and entry-level 30Mbps packages are priced
at RM79 per month.

Gobind (forefront) checking out the Terragraph speed test.

Internet

connectivity has
become a
necessity, like
electricity and
water - Gobind

“However, out of eight million households,
only 18% have access to high-speed (fibre)
broadband while the mobile broadband space
has a very high penetration rate.

“We need more high-speed fixed broad-
band infrastructure to support the growth of

our digital economy,” Gobind said in his
speech at the launching ceremony of Terra-
graph in Church Street Ghaut on February 18.

According to Bryan Tan the Head of Con-
nectivity Ecosystem Programs, APAC at
Facebook, high-quality internet connectivity
is essential for Malaysia.

“As Malaysia grows its digital economy,
high-quality internet connectivity is essential
in helping create new opportunities that can
strengthen both local communities and
global economies

“We believe that people, no matter where
they live, deserve a consistent, high-band-
width internet experience,” said Tan.

Terragraph enables service providers to
deploy low-cost high-speed connectivity in
dense urban and suburban areas by utilising

existing street furniture such as lamp posts,
buildings, signages and traffic lights which
are equipped with antennas.

YTL Communications chief executive
officer Wing K. Lee said that a breakthrough
in technology is needed to preserve the
uniqueness of George Town, while addressing
the need for a better broadband connection.

YTL Communications conducted a speed
test which showed a download speed of
1.3Gbps and an upload speed of 1.7Gbps
during the launching ceremony.

Malaysia is the second country in the world
after Hungary to be running Terragraph trials
and it is reported that in Mikebuda near Bu-
dapest where trials were held last year, homes
with slow copper connections had their inter-
net speeds raised from SMbps to 650Mbps!
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on new airport

PENANG will go ahead with a
feasibility study on having a new
airport on reclaimed land by the
side of Batu Maung, even as
Kedah has voiced its intention to
build the Kulim International
Airport (LTAK).

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow acknowledged that there
were concerns about Kedah’s
proposal and the impact it might
have on both sides.

“The proposal to have a sec-
ond airport in or out of Penang is
not something new. It has been
mooted a decade or two ago,”
Chow said after attending the

Penang Development Corpora-
tion Chinese New Year open
house in Bayan Baru on Feb 14.

Chow was responding to a
reporter’s question whether Pen-
ang would lose its international
airport status if the Kulim Inter-
national Airport comes into be-
ing.

Kedah Mentri Besar Datuk
Mukhriz Mahathir was reported
to have said that Kedah had ob-
tained approval from the Federal
Government to develop the new
RM1.6 billion airport in Kulim.

Mukhriz also said a special
entity, called KXP AirportCity

Holdings Sdn Bhd, had been set
up to plan, coordinate and man-
age the development of LTAK.

Chow said Penang has raised
the issue of having a new airport
on reclaimed land with the North-
ern Corridor Implementation
Authority (NCIA).

“Just this week, we have re-
ceived the response from NCIA
that they are willing to do a study
but they need to get a budget from
the ministry.

“So, we have decided in the
state exco meeting that if they
cannot come out with the budget,
the state would finance the study.

2
Penang to commission study

“Of course, the study will also
have to look at Kulim or any
other proposals in the northern
region for a second airport.

“I was told by Anthony Loke,
the Minister of Transport, that
they have not approved any-
thing.”

Chow said Mukhriz did seek
Penang’s support for the estab-
lishment of the Kulim airport late
last year when the latter came to
visit him.

“He said they wanted to build
a cargo airport. We did not say
we support or reject their idea.

“We asked for a copy of their

feasibility study and when we
saw it, it clearly shows a passen-
ger airport, not a cargo airport.”

Chow opined that if the airport
is to cater to primary products, a
seaport would be more suitable
and if it is for electronic products,
he believes the current Penang
International Airport in Bayan
Lepas is serving the industry very
well.

He had said the number of
passenger arrivals at the Penang
International Airport has reached
7.78 million last year, way be-
yond its capacity of a maximum
of 6.5 million travellers.

The Air Itam Dam
stores raw water that is
used for water supply
services in the Air
Itam township and, its
surrounding areas.
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THE capacity of the Air Itam
Dam has dropped by 24.9%
between Jan 1 and Feb 18 this
year, raising alarm bells over
the need to reduce water con-
sumption.

Penang Water Supply Cor-
poration (PBAPP) chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Jaseni Mai-
dinsa said low rainfall was the
primary reason for the dra-
matic drop in the effective
capacity of the Air Itam Dam.

“The rainfall gauges at the
Air Itam Dam shows only
94mm of rain.

“The secondary reason for
the significant drop in the ef-
fective capacity of the Air Itam
Dam since Jan 1 is the high
water consumption.

“PBAPP has implemented
its dry weather water supply
control measures to ensure
water supply sustainability

until the wet season arrives.

“During the same period last
year (between Jan 1,2018 and
Feb 18, 2018), the average
daily drawdown of water from
the Air [tam Dam was 0.15%
of the effective capacity per
day.

“However, the average daily
drawdown of water from the
Air Itam Dam was 0.4% be-
tween Jan 1 to Jan 31 this year;
and the average figure further
increased to 0.64% from Feb 1
to Feb 18 this year.

“Evidently, water consump-
tion at the Air Itam township
and the surrounding areas has
increased due to the hot and
dry weather conditions and the
festive celebrations,” Jaseni
said in a media statement re-
cently.

He urged all water consum-
ers to reduce their daily water
consumption.

“The people must play their
role to save water, in support
of the state’s no water ration-
ing policy.

“Avoid using a hose. Hosing
wastes water,” he said.

He also advised consumers
to avoid washing their cars or
motorcycles frequently, water
plants and gardens using a
watering can, fix all leaking
taps and pipes, and not to leave
taps running needlessly.
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SERVE diligently — that was the
parting message left by Penang
Development Corporation (PDC)
general manager Datuk Rosli
Jaafar to some 400 staff at his
farewell gathering here.

Rosli, 60, went on mandatory
retirement after serving the state
and PDC for almost 29 years.

“I hope that all of you will
continue to serve the corporation
professionally. Be creative and
have the right attitude.

“Being innovative is the key to
success. We must not only do our
best in our daily job, we must be
ready to do ‘extra’ to help the team
Srow.

“Do not be afraid to learn more
and be participative,” he said in
his speech during the farewell
gathering at PDC in Bayan Baru
on Feb 20.

Those present gave him a thun-
derous applause for his successful
years of service and wished him

Rosli (centre) joining PDC staff
for a group photograph at his
farewell function.

all the best in his future undertak-
ings.

Rosli started serving PDC as an
architect in 1990 and was pro-
moted to be a manager of the PDC
Architect Division two years later.

He was also the corporation’s

Datuk Rosli!-

Development Planning Division
deputy general manager in 2000,
before he was promoted to be the
general manager of PDC in Octo-
ber 2006 — the post which he had
held until his retirement.
Farewell, Datuk Rosli!

Preparing housing for the future

THE Penang government is bent
on urban regeneration for old
public housing schemes due to the
scarcity of land in the state.

Penang Housing, Town, Coun-
try Planning and Local Govern-
ment Committee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo told a press
conference at the Taman Free
School hawker centre on Feb 9
that they have identified Taman
Mabhsuri, Taman Free School Flats
and Rifle Range Flats on the is-
land and Taman Siakap Flats and
Mak Mandin Flats on the main-
land to undergo the urban re-
newal projects.

He said they plan to rejuvenate
Taman Mahsuri in Bayan Baru
first by demolishing the five
blocks consisting of about 800
units and rebuilding them as they
want to begin with a small project.
There are a few legal issues for
them to iron out, though.

“As you know, there is land
scarcity on Penang island. If an
old housing scheme has now
3,000 residents, we can accom-
modate 6,000 under the regenera-
tion scheme. We need to prepare
for the future population of Pen-
ang. We’ve reached the capacity
in the town areas.

“These old public housing
schemes that are beyond 40 to 50
years old are more expensive to
maintain than to build a new one
from scratch,” Jagdeep said.

Also present were Jelutong MP

R.S.N. Rayer, M Summit Group
founder and managing director
Datuk Albert Moh, state Housing
Department assistant senior sec-
retary Mohd Fauzy Mohd Yusoff
and several residents from Taman
Free School.

Jagdeep said the urban regen-
eration scheme would benefit
about the 4,000 residents of the
Taman Free School Flats compris-
ing 1,100 units.

“They are now occupying
about 300 to 500sq ft unit but
under the regeneration project,
each owner will be compensated
aunit of not less than 750sq ft. On
top of that, every owner will be
given a car park each besides be-
ing provided better facilities, like
a gym and a green park,” he said.

While the residents’ concerns
are about density or mega size
projects and the maintenance fees,
Jagdeep said they would listen to
the feedback and come out with a
win-win situation.

“We can look at a balanced
development or a proper sizing.
Demolishing old buildings and
rebuilding them would take a
shorter span of time than doing
land reclamation.”

Jagdeep said there is, however,
a snag as the law is very unclear
over the implementation of regen-
eration scheme.

“If one out of 3,000 residents
objects (to be moved), work may
not be allowed to proceed at all.

In Singapore, if 80% of the resi-
dents agree (to a rejuvenation
project), the authorities can ac-
quire the property for work to
begin.”

Jagdeep, who had brought up
this issue with Housing and Local
Government Minister Datuk
Zuraida Kamaruddin, said he
would suggest amendments to the
Strata Management Act and Na-
tional Land Code when he meets
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail and
Attorney-General’s Chambers
representative at a National Coun-
cil for Local Government meeting
soon.

Penang, he said, is very strict
on hill development and does not
approve projects 76m (250ft)
above sea level compared to the
national limit of 300m above sea
level and also on slopes of more
than 25 degrees.

As such, Jagdeep said reclama-
tion of land for any island in the
world is a norm. That’s why the
state is embarking on reclamation
projects like the Penang South
Reclamation, Tanjung Pinang and
Gurney Wharf to have sufficient
land bank.

Later,Jagdeep, Rayer and their
team members went over to the
Taman Free School market to
distribute mandarin oranges to
market-goers and traders in con-
junction with the Chinese New
Year celebration.

——

SAMEE launches latest RM140m
manufacturing plant

INTERNATIONAL Trade and
Industry Minister Datuk Ignatius
Darell Leiking has lauded the
Penang government for being
able to bring in quality invest-
ments to the state.

“Penang has been a great state
in welcoming investments. States
in Malaysia should learn how
Penang has created this ecosys-
tem, its chain of supplies and
manufacturers.

“I am sure the Chief Minister
of Penang will welcome the
other states to learn how the state
government has managed it all
this while,” he told a press con-
ference before jointly opening
SAM Engineering & Equipment
(M) Bhd’s new manufacturing
plant at Penang Science Park in
Bukit Minyak on Feb 21.

He also spoke on the effects
of the trade war between the
United States and China on Ma-
laysia.

“While we are aware of the
trade war between the United
States and China, we should not
take advantage of it.

“I understand that both coun-
tries are trying to work it out. We
should encourage them to work
it out because whatever decision
they make, it affects the world.

“Unfortunately, it affects eve-
ryone and Malaysia is not safe
from it,” he said.

SAM Engineering & Equip-
ment (M) Bhd (SAMEE) chair-
man Tan Kai Hoe said SAM
started in Malaysia through the
acquisition of LKT Industrial
Berhad in 2008.

“Two years later, we invested

RM30 million in our first aero-
space facility in Bayan Lepas to
produce aero-engine fan cases.

“Since then, we have trans-
formed SAMEE’s business from
a semiconductor back-end busi-
ness, to the high entry-barrier
sector in the semiconductor
front-end and aerospace sector.

“Today, SAMEE has a reve-
nue of about RM600 million and
a market value of RM1 billion.
About 60% of SAMEE’s revenue
comes from the aerospace sector.

“This new facility, which
produces nacelle structures for
the Airbus A320neo and the
A350 aircraft, will put SAMEE
in good stead to continue to grow
our aerospace business,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow congratulated SAMEE for
being among the most notable
players in the aerospace manu-
facturing industry in Penang and
Malaysia.

Chow said the state was ex-
cited with SAMEE’s latest facil-
ity in Bukit Minyak.

“I was informed that this
145,000sq ft facility has an in-
vestment value of RM140 mil-
lion,” he said.

Chow added that the aero-
space manufacturing industry is
an important economic agenda
for Malaysia, and Penang’s in-
volvement in the industry is
synergetic with the Penang2030
action plan.

Also present were Singapore
Aerospace Manufacturing Pte
Ltd (SAM) chairman Philip Yeo
and chief executive officer Jef-
frey Goh.
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CO-WORKING spaces are increas-
ingly popular in Penang as the
younger generation prefers to work
in a cozier and more comfortable
environment.

They do not fancy working in a
“conventional” confined space,
clocking in at 9am and out at 6pm.

This new mindset has resulted in
more co-working spaces being set
up in Penang, Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yew said.

“These new working spots are
patronised by start-up entrepreneurs,
freelancers and anyone who wishes
to have discussions, conduct re-
searches or study.

“I am thrilled that Common
Ground has chosen Penang to be the
first non-Klang Valley venue on
Malaysian shores,” Chow said in his
speech on Feb 13.

Chow said that technology and

startup ecosystem in Malaysia had
been thriving rapidly over the past
few years.

“Penang has indeed become more
innovative, ‘startup-friendly’ and
digitally equipped.

“The launching of Common
Ground Penang here at Moulmein
Rise Shoppes could not have come
at a better time.

“The opening of Common
Ground supports the state’s Pen-
ang2030 vision to be part of the In-
dustry 4.0 transformation,” he add-
ed.

Common Ground co-founder and
chief executive officer Juhn Teo said
Common Ground worked hard to
create a synergetic and diverse co-
working community.

“We firmly believe that Penang
is the perfect location and we could
not be more thrilled to see this col-
laboration taking off.

“Common Ground Penang’s
18,000sq ft space is fully equipped
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The guests having a good time after the launching of Common Ground Penang.

with workspaces, amenities, and
services.

“We hope that Common Ground
Penang provides the infrastructure
for the business community here and
facilitates growth of the social eco-
system in the state,” Teo said.

Belleview Group managing di-
rector Datuk Sonny Ho said the
Group’s latest development,
Moulmein Rise, provides the perfect
infrastructure for Common Ground
to realise its vision.

“We aim to contribute to the
state’s social and economic growth
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through our partnership with Com-
mon Ground,” he said.

On a separate matter, Chow said
the 23rd edition of the World Con-
gress on Information Technology
(WCIT2020) would be held in Pen-
ang.

“This is akin to the ‘Olympics on
Information Technology’. It will
involve a lot of stakeholders.

“Penang is working on various
smart initiatives. We have just con-
firmed the appointment of a com-
pany to work on the smart parking
system in Penang. Announcement
will be made soon.

“I believe that we are the first in

the region to have the facial recogni-
tion CCTV to combat crime.

“On the state Digital Transforma-
tion proposal, we have decided to
set up a Digital Penang Unit.

“It could be a company or an-
other offshoot from Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC). We
have not decided yet.

“This unit will spearhead the
growth of the Digital Transforma-
tion Plan. We are serious about it.

“The unit is scheduled to be set
up next month (March),” he said.

Chow added that all those initia-
tives would accelerate the Pen-
ang2030 vision.

Aloft brand comes
to Batu Kawan

BUSINESS and leisure travel-
lers can look forward to enjoy-
ing the first Aloft Hotel in the
northern region in the next few
years.

The fruitful collaboration
between Aspen Group and Mar-
riott International Incorporated
marked the aspiration of both
parties to bring in the distinctive
Aloft brand to Batu Kawan.

The hotel will be strategi-
cally located in Aspen Vision
City, a prime location for mixed
development in Batu Kawan.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said he was pleased to
note that Aspen Group had again
made headlines by introducing
the first international business-
class hotel in Batu Kawan.

“The Group has introduced
many brands and projects in
Penang. I believe that the up-
coming hotel by Marriott will
enhance the tourism industry in
Penang,” Chow said in his
speech on Feb 2.

Chow added the tourism in-
dustry plays a major role in the
state’s economic growth.

He witnessed the agreement
signing ceremony between As-
pen Group president and chief
executive officer Datuk M.
Murly and Marriott Interna-
tional Incorporated hotel devel-
opment Asia Pacific senior
vice-president Kevin Chen at
Aspen Vision City sales gallery
in Batu Kawan.

Murly said Batu Kawan is set
to be a major attraction for busi-
ness and leisure visitors.

The construction of the hotel
is expected to begin end of this
year and it is scheduled to be
completed in 2023.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P.
Ramasamy, Batu Kawan MP
Kasthuriraani Patto, Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman Goh Choon
Aik and Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council president Datuk
Rozali Mohamud.
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Panel reveals Bukit Kukus findings

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Adleena Rahayu Ah-
mad Radzi

THE main contractor, consultant
engineer, independent checker
and the Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) were found to have
their shortcomings that led to the
Bukit Kukus landslide that oc-
curred on Oct 19 last year.

This was one of the findings by
the special committee set up by
the Penang government to probe
into the landslide that claimed the
lives of nine foreign workers.
Four others were injured.

Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk
Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rah-

man, who headed the special
committee, said the main contrac-
tor probably failed to follow the
best construction practices when
he released the findings to the
media in Komtar on Feb 13.

He pointed out that the main
contractor of the RM545.6 mil-
lion Bukit Kukus paired roads
project failed to hire competent
engineers to design a temporary
platform at the site where the
landslide occurred.

The stop-work order slapped
on the contractor has been lifted
by the Department of Safety and
Occupational Health (DOSH) on
Jan 28. MBPP followed suit by
lifting its stop-work order on the
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FOOD FAIR

PERTUBUHAN Rumah Kebajikan Seri Cahaya Pulau Pinang is
organising a charity food fair on March 24 from 9am to 2pm at
Leong See Kah Miew, 65, Jalan Perak. Tickets can be obtained
from Yeoh at 012-4860303, Cecilia at 012-4188346 or Giri at 106-
4407355.

CONFERENCE

PENANG Women Chamber of Commerce (PWCC) will organise
the “Inspiring Future Leaders”conference on March 30 from 9am
to 5pm, ending with dinner at G Hotel Gurney ballroom. Notable
speakers include Tan Sri Rafidah Aziz, Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon
and Dr Elizabeth Lee. Find out more at www.facebook.com/
inspiringfutureleaders. Admission is by invitation only. Please
contact Sylvia at 012-4315114, Sally at 012-4949827 or email to
inspiringleaders@pwcc.org.my

FREE TALK

THERE will be a free talk on “Psychoneurobics” on March 12 from
6.45pm to 9pm at the Penang Hindu Endowment Board hall (beside
Sri Ananda Bhawan Garden Café€), 25, Macalister Road. To RSVP,
call 016-4449246/012-4160285/013-4301229).

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

NEX 2016 Penang Leadership Conference will be held at the
Olive Tree Hotel in Bayan Baru from March 10 to 12. Organised
by Livingstone House of Learning, the conference is aimed at
encouraging management and corporate leaders to embrace thought
leadership as a strategy for growth. Registration can be done through
website nexpenang.my or call +604-2282163.

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION

GET your website questions answered when you attend Redbox
Studio’s free Tech Tuesday sessions every Tuesday at Complex
USM. Call Krista (016 4519193) or visit www.redboxstudio.com/
tech-tuesday

CAREGIVER TRAINING

A BASIC caregiver training will be conducted by experienced
nurses and a physiotherapist at the Charis Hospice in Penang from
9am to 3pm on March 19. Details, call 017-5414258.
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Zakiyuddin (right) and Zairil speaking to the press during the press conference on Bukit Kukus findings.

same day.

Although the contractor, head-
quartered in Kuala Terengganu,
has been blacklisted together with
the consultants and engineering
companies engaged by them,
Zakiyuddin said the contractor
has been allowed to proceed with
the project.

“The project is now 75% com-
plete. It will be a long process if
we reopen tender and it will also
cost us more. The only problem
happened at the temporary works
area whereas construction work
in other areas was carried out
properly,” Zakiyuddin explained.

He added that the 55mm of
rainfall recorded on that day from
1.45am till 11am also caused the
platform to be unstable.

On Oct 17, two days before the
landslide occurred, DOSH had
issued a stop-work order after 14
concrete beams, measuring 25m
long each, fell onto a slope in
Jalan Tun Sardon. A crane opera-
tor is believed to have acciden-
tally knocked down one of the
beams laid on the ground, causing
others to fall onto the slope.

After the issuance of the stop-

work order, Zakiyuddin said the
contractor could not carry out
maintenance work and hence, the
rainwater that had gathered at the
site worsened the condition.

He added that GEA (M) Sdn
Bhd as the consultant engineer
should also be responsible for
keeping an eye on the work pro-
gress, including temporary works.

The committee also stated that
G&P Professional Sdn Bhd, as the
independent checker, failed to
follow the scope of work as re-
quired by MBPP. This includes
visiting the site and reporting to
MBPP when there is any work
carried out without proper proce-
dure.

State Works, Utilities and
Flood Mitigation Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari, who
was also present at the press con-
ference, said MBPP, as the owner
of the project, had been asked to
restructure its supervisory team.

He said the scheduled date of
completion, which was supposed
to be last month, has now been
extended to May 2020 due to land
acquisition and blasting issues
besides the landslide tragedy.

The following day, Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow said the
state government would wait for
the report on the landslide from
the Department of Safety and
Occupational Health (DOSH)
before deciding on the appropri-
ate action to be taken.

“Even before the project start-
ed, the MBPP had asked the main
contractor to hire a resident engi-
neer and an independent checking
engineer to monitor the project,”
said Chow in response to a ques-
tion by a reporter at the Penang
Development Corporation Chi-
nese New Year open house in
Bayan Baru on Feb 14.

“They are paid by MBPP to act
on its behalf. MBPP appointed
them because it knew that it is a
big project and the council does
not have the capacity to monitor
1t.

“So, we leave it to DOSH to
come out with their report and
then the state executive council
will take the necessary action.

“At the moment, we are hold-
ing the contractor, resident engi-
neer, independent checking engi-
neer and consultant responsible.”

Fishermen hope to assist in
suicide cases on Penang bridges

THE state Fisheries Department is
offering its services to help the au-
thorities bring down the number of
suicide cases on Penang’s two bridg-
es.

Its chairman, Nazri Ahmad (pix),
hoped that the ministry would draft
an operating procedure for the de-
partment to assist the authorities such
as the police and Fire and Rescue
Department.

“We are concerned over the num-
ber of suicide cases on both the
Penang Bridge and the Sultan Abdul

Halim Mu’adzam Shah Bridge,” he
told a press conference at LKIM Batu
Maung on Feb 14.

He also hoped that the federal
government would review the alloca-
tion to fishermen.

“The reduction in allowance has
greatly affected the fishermen.

“There are about 5,000 fishermen
who are registered with the depart-
ment,” he said, adding that he would
raise matters concerning the fisher-
men with Bayan Baru MP Sim Tze
Tzin soon.



Upgrade for
Perak Road
Market

Story by K.Thaarshenii
Pix by Tan Kean Ming

PERAK Road Market will stay put
at its present location after a discus-
sion was held with the affected trad-
ers.

Batu Lancang assemblyman Ong
Ah Teong told a press conference on
Feb 8 that the traders objected to the
proposal to relocate the market next
to Perak Road Fire and Rescue Sta-
tion.

“For everyone’s information,
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
is now waiting for the Request For
Proposal (RFP) from interested par-

ties pertaining to the upgrading of the
market.

“Interested parties should submit
their RFP to the council by the clos-
ing date on April 8.

“After receiving the proposals,
MBPP may look into more processes
regarding upgrading the Perak Road
Market,” Ong said.

Earlier in the morning, Ong, Jelu-
tong MPR.S N Rayer and their team
members handed out mandarin or-
anges to market-goers at the Perak
Road Market in conjunction with the
Chinese New Year celebration.

The market-goers were delighted
with their gesture while wishing them
“Happy Chinese New Year” too.

Ong giving out the mandarin oranges to market-goers.

Local council keeping
tabs on food complexes

AFTER installing grease traps
at several food complexes last
year, the Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council (MPSP) is now
checking the outcome of the
effort.

Council president Datuk
Rozali Mohamud and his team
inspected Taman Tun Dr
Awang complex in Bagan
Ajam on Feb 14.

“We installed grease traps
at this food complex in Sep-
tember last year.

“These traps are designed to
filter fat, oil and grease to
prevent food waste from clog-
ging pipes or from being dis-
posed directly into drains.

“Customers tend to patron-
ise eateries that are clean and
these traps help to ensure

Rozali showing the flasks after
the grease traps separated
the fats, oil and grease and
discharged clean water through
an outlet pipe. Looking on are
Nayan (left) and Faidrol.

cleanliness is maintained,” he
said.

Rozali added that grease
traps were also installed at
Desa Murnin complex in Sun-
gai Dua, Taman Guar Perahu
complex in Bukit Mertajam, as
well as Taman Guru complex
and Jalan Md Saad complex
last year.

“The council has appointed
Kitaran Potensi Sdn Bhd as the
contractor to do the clean-
ing, maintenance and monitor-
ing works of grease traps at the
complexes.

“The cleaning of grease
traps at those five complexes
is conducted monthly.

“We hope to install grease
traps at 39 food complexes in
Seberang Perai by end of this
year,” he said.

Also present were Kitaran
Potensi Sdn Bhd managing
director Nayan Salleh and
MPSP licensing director Faid-
rol Radzi.
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Domestic
travellers
boost
Penang
tourism

FOR the past two years,
Penang has been seeing a
huge number of domestic
travellers coming to the
state.

Jen Hotel general man-
ager Ody Odayappan con-
veyed this during a cour-
tesy call on Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow on Feb
12.

“As far as I know, do-
mestic tourism of Penang
has bloomed over the past
two years.

“For our hotel, we have
completed our renovation
and are introducing the
free and easy concept, as
compared to the previous
contemporary style,”
Odayappan said.

Replying to Odayappan,
Chow said domestic tour-
ists are often “overlooked”.

“Sometimes we try so
hard to attract tourists from
overseas but the local tour-
ists are here and they spend
the same amount of mon-
ey,” Chow said.

Also joining the visit
were Jen Hotel director of
sales and marketing Ernest
Loi, sales executive Syasya
Simon, digital communica-
tions senior executive Na-
dia Woo and communica-
tions manager Ellie Yeoh.
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Chow engages with varsity students

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Law Suun Ting

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon
Yeow took part in a dialogue
session with 65 students from
various universities at Hotel Jen
in George Town recently.

Organised by Penang Youth
Development Corporation
(PYDCQ), the dialogue session on
Jan 26 served as a platform for
Chow, state Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee and PYDC chief executive
officer Teng Kok Liang to listen
to the opinions and ideas of the
Penang youths.

Hariszuan Jaharuddin was the
moderator in the approximately
90-minute session.

Among the students who
raised questions were S. Yu-
dhisthra, K. Revan (both Univer-
siti Malaysia Sabah), Kimberley
Mae Yen Vong Towonsing (Insti-
tut Pendidikan Guru Kampus
Pulau Pinang) and Muhammad
Imran Mohamed Rozli (UIN
Sultan Syarif Kassim Riau, In-

Some of the unlver5|ty students taking a wefie with Chow and Soon (back row, second from Ieft) at the
end of the dialogue.

donesia).
Some of the issues raised were

about the Penang Transport Mas-
ter Plan, proposed minimum age

for voters, non-smoking ban at
eateries and food courts, and the

welfare of the students.

“The views of the varsity stu-
dents are very important for the
state to help provide a conducive
environment for them to nurture
their talents and fulfil their po-
tential,” Chow said in his speech.

“The youth of today face
greater challenges with the rapid
pace of technological advances
and political transformation.

“It’s also vital for us to pre-
pare the young generation and
groom leaders for the future. As
itis, we already have parliamen-
tarians and ministers who are
below 26 years old.”

Soon, in his speech, encour-
aged youths to be involved in
voluntary works among other
things to benefit the society.

He said attention must be
given to young women who also
play an important role in nation
building.

“We need to have programmes
or activities to empower them to
be self-reliant and for them to
believe in themselves,” Soon
said.
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Rain fails to
deflate mood
at hot air

balloon fest

A view from
inside of a hot
air balloon.

Hot air balloons in various
colours and shapes.

€. Xiow

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad & Penang Global
Tourism

THE Hot Air Balloon Fiesta
held at Padang Polo on Feb 9
saw a huge turnout despite the
rain that fell that day.

The spectacular
fire display and
fireworks during
the fiesta.

The gpvernor;(:j_rg#._fr.om left)
beatingithe:LEDIdrumfto}launch
t_hg_ﬂot Air Balloon-lf_lestf 2019!

Many exciting events coin-
cided with the fest in the even-
ing.

The Miao Hui Chinese New
Year celebration in George
Town and the Penang Ban Ka
Lan Chinese New Year celebra-
tion at the Snake Temple also
managed to draw huge crowds
to their events.

Y, s M

At Padang Polo, Governor
Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas was
given the honour to launch the
Hot Air Balloon Fiesta by beat-
ing the LED drum five times.

The symbolic gesture signi-
fies the return of the fiesta for
the fifth consecutive year.

There was a slight change in
the events lined up on the first
day as Night Glow Show had
to be replaced with a fire dis-
play due to strong winds.

A fireworks display during
the launch also lit up the sky.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who was present, said
the state government constant-
ly introduced new attractions
in Penang.

“The tourism sector is im-
portant to Penang as it plays a
pivotal role in contributing to

" the state’s economy.

“I hope that the Penang Hot
Air Balloon Fiesta will con-
tinue to be the highlight in the
Penang Tourism calendar,”
Chow said.

Also present were state
Tourism Development, Herit-
age, Culture and Arts Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin, Penang Global Tourism
(PGT) chief executive officer
QOoi Chok Yan, state assembly-
men and Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) councillors.

International balloonists
from the United States, Bra-
zil, Spain, Belgium, Slovakia,
Japan, Korea, Vietnam and
Taiwan also participated in
the event.

The two-day fest (Feb 9 &
10) was filled with various
programmes which offered a
wonderfully good time for the
visitors.




Teh (left) and Ang checking out the ‘anti-bird’ device.

‘Anti-bird’ device the solution to bird problem

AFTER over 30 years, the instal-
lation of an “anti-bird” device
has managed to overcome the
bird problem in Komtar.

PDC Setia Urus chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Ang Choo
Hong said the company recently
installed the device on the ledges
of the Komtar building and shop-
lots to prevent birds from perch-

ing.

“The device has managed to
solve our long-standing problem.
Komtar has been suffering from
bird dropping issues for a long
time,” Ang told a press confer-
ence in Komtar on Jan 30.

PDC Setia Urus electrical
engineer Mohan Raj said the bird
control device consists of nee-

Safer ride for cyclists

THE Penang government and the
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
are working towards making Penang
a haven for cyclists.

Riding on the concept of green
connectivity, the state and the local
council are looking at completing the
200km-long bicycle lanes as indicated
in the Penang Bicycle Master Plan.

As of now, 90%, or about 180km
of bicycle lanes, have been com-
pleted on the island.

“Penang is one of the bicycle-
friendly states in the country. About
180km of bicycle lanes have been
completed, out of which 40km are
dedicated bicycle lanes,” MBPP mayor
Datuk Yew Tung Seang told a press
conference at Gurney Drive on Jan 3.

“We are thinking of how to connect
the bicycle lane from Tanjung Bungah
to Batu Ferringhi or Teluk Bahang as
the road leading to Batu Ferringhi is
quite narrow. The route is popular

among the community of cyclists.

“Hence, the plan to have an Ecodeck
structure was introduced. The Ecodeck
will provide a safer passage for cyclists
and pedestrians who want to travel from
Tanjung Bungah to Batu Ferringhi.

“According to the plan, the Eco-
deck will have a width of 3.5m;
where 2m is dedicated for bicycles
and 1.5m for pedestrians.

“The Ecodeck can either be pro-
jected as a cantilever or on stilts,”
Yew added.

Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jagdeep Singh said
he would be requesting some funds
from the federal government to sup-
port the Ecodeck project.

“The northern part of the island
coastal road is rather narrow, so we have
to build the Ecodeck which is going to
cost quite a substantial sum, around
RMA40 million,” Jagdeep said.

Artist’s impression of the Ecodeck.

dle-like rods made of stainless
steel and a long plastic base.

Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng said the device could bring
forth a cleaner Komtar.

“The shop owners and tenants
are happy with the results. They
can run their businesses in a
clean and comfortable environ-
ment,” he said.

Green award
for Komtar

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

PENANG?’s tallest skyscraper
Komtar has been awarded a one
diamond rating by Sustainable En-
ergy Development Authority (Seda)
Malaysia in the Low Carbon Build-
ing category.

PDC Setia Urus chief executive
officer Datuk Ang Choo Hong said
Seda did an assessment on Komtar’s
energy bill savings for the year 2017.

“Seda Malaysia compared the
2016 and 2017 energy bills.

“The total energy bill in 2016 was
RM10,998,680. This amount was
used as a baseline data.

“We manage to reduce the
amount by 7.38% or RM811,936 in
2017.

“The one diamond rating was
awarded to Komtar for achieving the
emission reduction of 5.6%.

“It is equivalent to reducing
1,026,556 kWh per year or 712.43
tonnes of CO2 per year,” Ang told a
press conference on Jan 30.

Ang said the reduction was made
possible due to several green prac-
tices.

“A number of constant speed
motorised AHUSs were replaced with
new AHUS of variable speed drives
in 2016 and 2017. We also upgraded
some electrical equipment to save
energy and to prevent energy loss.

“Automatic glass doors were also
installed to prevent external heat
from entering the building,” he said.

Ang said several projects were
carried out last year to convert the
electricity tariffs from Tariff B to
Tariff C1.

“The conversion had a great
positive impact on Komtar’s elec-
tricity bills. We managed to reduce
another 12.1% of the bill amount last
year (as compared to the bill amount
in 2017),” he said, adding that the
reduction was successful despite the
Imbalance Cost Pass-Through
(IPCT) revision from July last year.

Also present were Komtar as-
semblyman Teh Lai Heng and
electrical engineer Mohan Raj.
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Hindu body

gets RM300 OO

from Thalpusam N7
75

devotees

Story by K.H. Ong

THE Penang Hindu Endowments
Board (PHEB) collected nearly
RM300,000 during the recent
Thaipusam festival, according to
PHEB chairman Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy.

“The money will be used for
temple activities and students’
scholarships,” Ramasamy, who is
also the Deputy Chief Minister II,
said in his speech at the state-level
Ponggal celebration at the PHEB
grounds in Western Road on Feb 2.

“All the money we collected
during the Thaipusam festival be-
longs to the community, not to the
board members. We give back to
the community.”

He urged temples to be transpar-
ent with their accounts and concen-
trate on helping the poor.

“Our accounts are vetted by the
Prime Minister’s Department and
every year we submit our accounts
to Parliament. Some temples don’t
give their accounts. I don’t want to
name names.

“I make sure we’re a very re-
sponsible body and that no money
is unnecessarily spent. There is no
point praying and yet have no ac-
countability. I make sure we safe-
guard public money.

“I feel all temples must empha-
sise on community work, take care
of poor people. Don’t complain
they are converted. Don’t empha-

sise too much on rituals, you can
do the rituals but pay attention to
the people who have no resources.
When we take care of the com-
munity, they will take care of the
temples,” he added.

‘When Ramasamy took over the
reins of PHEB in 2010, he said
there was RM3,000 in its bank ac-
counts. Today, it has millions —
from contributions and revenue
generated by the assets it acquired
on both mainland and island.

Ramasamy said they are plan-
ning to hold a conference in Penang
in a month or two to help other
states on how to set up a Hindu
endowment board.

That is to realise one of the
promises in the Pakatan Harapan
manisfesto before the 14th Gen-
eral Election.

Ramasamy said due to the suc-
cess of PHEB, states with a sizeable
Indian population, like Kedah,
Perak, Selangor, Malacca, Negri
Semblan, Johor and Pahang, are
encouraged to set up a Hindu en-
dowment board.

“Some states don’t understand
what a Hindu endowment board is
all about. We want to tell them
about the ordinance and its pur-
pose,” said Ramasamy, adding that
the Hindu endowment board was
established in 1906 (during the
colonial days) in Singapore, Ma-
lacca and Penang.

He said the Hindu endowment

Ramasamy pouring milk into the pot for it to be boiled over at the state-level Ponggal celebration at

the PHEB grounds.

A kabbadi game in progress during the Ponggal celebration.

board in Singapore later became a
Hindu endowment bank.

PHEB, being a statutory body,
has powers under the ordinance to
take over a temple or Hindu prop-
erty if it not well managed or is
being abused.

PHEB has so far taken over two
temples, but Ramasamy stressed
that they are not interested in taking
over temples.

“We want to let the ordinary
people run the temples, but if there
are (serious) problems, we have to
take over. That’s what was done in
Perai and also in Penang.

“Today we have 13 temples
under the board. When I started, we
have five temples. Many temples

want to come under the board be-
cause they feel they can’t manage
theirs.

“We’re good at making temples,
but somehow we cannot manage
temples. We’ve a beautiful temple
in Ampang Jaja. It costs over RM2
million to build, but they later
found it difficult to manage. The
entire temple and property was then
handed over to the board.

“We said we must explore all
other possibilities before taking
over any temple. That is the last
resort and we don’t encourage that.
We must allow the Hindus to man-
age their own temples.

“Hindu endowment board is not
just about managing temples and

Ministry keen on getting PeKa B40 feedback

HEALTH Ministry officials con-
ducted a briefing on the health protec-
tion plan for low-income B40 group,
known as Peduli Kesihatan scheme
(PeKa B40), for some of the Penang
Hospital’s top management, medical
personnel and other stakeholders at
the hospital’s auditorium.

Health Ministry secretary-general
Datuk Seri Dr Chen Chaw Min said
his ministry welcomed input and
feedback for the pilot project that
would take off next month.

“As we’re aware, the healthcare
system in the country is facing some

challenges, particularly on its sustain-
ability with the rising cost for treat-
ment. To address the issue, the gov-
ernment has come up with the
scheme to help B40 patients with
non-communicable diseases (NCD).

“Not everything is perfect and
that’s why we solicit input and feed-
back to strengthen PeKa B40. Noth-
ing is cast in stone and the scheme
needs some fine tuning,” Dr Chen
said in his speech on Feb 22.

He added that briefings on PeKa
B40 are being held throughout Ma-
laysia from Feb 19 to March 10, with

Perak and Malacca receiving very
good response.

Also present were state Agricul-
ture, Agro-based Industry, Rural
Development and Health Committee
chairman Dr Afif Bahardin and Pen-
ang Health Department director
Datuk Dr Wan Mansor Hamzah.

An allocation of RM100 million
was approved last year by the Fed-
eral Government for the scheme that
would benefit 800,000 recipients.

The benefits of the scheme, cater-
ing to those aged 50 and above for
the B40 group, include health screen-

ing, buying of medical devices up to
a maximum of RM20,000, payment-
incentive RM1,000 when cancer
treatment is completed (for 2019),
and up to RM500 for Peninsular
Malaysia and RM1,000 for Sabah
and Sarawak for transport allowance.

PeKa B40 is managed by Pro-
tectHealth Corporation Sdn Bhd, a
non-profit company set up under the
Health Ministry.

Dr Afif said the state Health De-
partment was working hand-in-hand
with the ministry to tackle health is-
sues and to make PeKa B40 a success.

properties. We can do a lot of social
activities, the first thing is to give
scholarships and financial grants
to students. Today, students from
Kedah, Selangor and Negri Sem-
bilan asked us for funds. We don’t
give loans, we give deserving
Hindu students, maybe RM3,000,
RM4,000 or RM5,000.”

Hundreds of people turned up
for the state-level Ponggal celebra-
tion at PHEB grounds. Among
them were Batu Uban assembly-
man A. Kumaresan, Bagan Dalam
assemblyman M. Satees and Sun-
gai Bakap assemblyman Dr Amar
Pritpal Abdullah, who is also the
Deputy State Speaker.

The ceremony started after the
arrival of Ramasamy, who was
welcomed by a group of SJIK (T)
Mak Mandin students playing
some musical instruments.

He then went from one ‘Ponggal
station’ to another by pouring milk
into the burning pot. There were in
all 23 such stations. Hindus believe
the boiling of milk until it over-
flows is to thank God for all the
blessings and a good harvest.

Akabbadi game was also played
for the entertainment of the visitors.

“It’s fair to say that the majority
of Malaysians have access to some
form of aid in regard to health protec-
tion.

“Heart ailments, diabetes and high
blood pressure are endemic in B40.
This is one issue we have to look into.
Prevention is better than cure,” Dr
Afif said.

The briefing was mainly con-
ducted by Dr Rima Marhayu Abdul
Rashid from the National Health
Financing (NHF) Unit, who also
fielded questions from the partici-
pants.
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Rebranding Penang’s tourism

Story by Tanushalini Moroter
Pix by Law Suun Ting

PENANG is making an effort to
chart a new direction to grow its
tourism sector.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said it is crucial to rebrand the
state’s tourism to remain competi-
tive in the international travel
market.

“The introduction of Petach logo
is aligned with Penang’s vision to
position itself in the competitive
international travel market for years
to come,” he said at the unveiling
ceremony of the Penang state Exco
for Tourism Development, Arts,
Culture and Heritage (Petach) logo
on Feb 28.

“The logo which comprises all
four portfolios is a step towards

charting a new direction for the
growth of tourism in the state and
will be a boost in the efforts pertain-
ing to the Penang Tourism Master
Plan,” he added.

“I would also like to thank the
people of Penang for creating a
beautiful place not only for the
tourist but also for the locals where
it offers a cultural diversity and a
place with food indulgence.

“Apart from that I also would
like to thank the industry players,
let it be government agencies or the
private sector, for their enormous
contribution.

“Many thanks to the organisa-
tions and associations related to
arts, culture and heritage in Penang
as well for the efforts put forth thus
far.

“We still need to fully unleash

our potential in both the island and
mainland. There is so much for us
to unearth.

“The efforts undertaken by the
exco member for Tourism Develop-
ment, Arts,Culture and Heritage
Yeoh Soon Hin reflect the state
government’s seriousness in adding
value to our existing assets with
regards to tourism, arts, culture and
heritage,” the Chief Minister added.

Yeoh meanwhile assured that
with the rebranding of Petach,
which is an initiative from him, the
state government would ensure
balanced development on the island
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and mainland.

“The colours in Petach which
are inspired by Penang colours,
signify the state government’s de-
termination for an inclusive Pen-
ang island and Seberang Perai de-
velopment.

“I always assure my Seberang
counterpart that they have my word
that not only will tourism in Se-

berang be given balanced develop-
ment, but the arts, culture and herit-
age in Seberang will also be given
attention,” said Yeoh.

Also present were Penang Island
City Council mayor Datuk Yew
Tung Seang, Ministry of Tourism,
Arts and Culture Malaysia, Penang
office director Jonathan Freddy P.
Bagang and state assemblymen.

‘Fountain Garden’ restored
to its former glory

THE “Fountain Garden” located
next to the Town Hall in George
Town has now got a new look after
undergoing restoration work since
Feb 14 last year.

The Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and George Town Conser-
vation & Development Corporation
Sdn Bhd (GTCDC) were involved
in the restoration work.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who attended the unveiling ceremo-
ny of the fountain on Jan 27, hoped
the restored fountain would now
recreate the atmosphere of the
1800’s.

“This fountain (donated by
prominent businessman Koh Seang
Tat to the then local council) has
been here for almost 135 years. And
now, we hope that after being fully
restored, it would bring back the
nostalgic feel of the 1800’s.

“This is the first historic garden
restoration project in Penang which
was done with the guidance of some
old photographs and records.

“The scope of the project in-
volves reinstating the original de-
sign layout and the positioning of
structures within the site. The entire
cost of the work (RM400,000) was
borne by Think City,” said Chow at
the ceremony.

According to Chow, the restora-
tion was done by abiding by the
guidelines set by the Florence
Charter which was developed in
1981 by the International Council
on Monuments and Sites (ICO-
MOS) and were adopted by Unesco

for the preservation of historic
gardens.

“As we all know George Town
is a Unesco World Heritage Site due
to its Outstanding Universal Value
(OUV), both tangible and intangi-
ble. As part of our commitment
towards strengthening and enhanc-
ing our OUV, we follow the guide-
lines set forth in the Florence
Charter with regards to the project.

“The Charter outlines strategies
for conservation and restoration of
gardens, including their layout,
vegetation, structural and decora-
tive features and the use of water. It
recommends protecting the fabric
and cultural message of such gar-
dens,” added Chow.

The restoration project falls
under the George Town North Sea-
front Master Plan which is part of
the Special Area Plan approved by
the local authorities.

“The state government is serious
in pursuing a network of green pub-
lic spaces to increase connectivity,
walkability and social interaction.

“The establishment of GTCDC,
a tripartite partnership between
Chief Minister Incorporated (CMI),
Think City and Aga Khan Trust for
Culture, enabled us to develop the
North Seafront Master Plan.

“This effort also complements
our recently announced Penang
Green Connectors Project which
will see the development of various
parks and amenities, as well as pro-
viding seamless connectivity to the
hills and coastal areas,” said Chow.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang

airfam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -383 9131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG
N.01 PENAGA

No Tel/ No Faks

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:

pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

M

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman m
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

}T% 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jogdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim

U]

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain

pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad

jmmohamed002@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysrregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

M

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-576 7606

N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.arifin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

ET; 013-399 0519
F) 04-5511442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ET‘ 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye
f_omiqmm

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lbrahim

n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

ET‘ 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong

batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 -280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

Ly
J
e

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP
BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Program-Program Emas

PROGRAM - PROGRAM EMAS

KERAJAAN

PR E AR P A B AR

PERCULILAS (INATLH

RM1,000

‘ane-off”

SEGER PAKATAN HARAPAMN PLALALIT

||I selahun

Tenbeak L e wwub

KHAUBAT KEMATIAN WARGA EWLY B U5 FURCLAL
EMLGEE o ol il prsbajni
T masesa b swaviane meplin
BMLIOD awtsh palajer 277 di

Program-Program Emas Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

PRLA AR WOALA SIOMAL TEMF
Tumirea KO0 gaew i

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MPSP 2019
Nama Telefon . . :
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
A'ziss Zainal Abiddin 017 - 938 9192
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0993 2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
Bt Mt el 019 - 412 3397 3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Bilil'< Perkhidmatan Awam, 012 - 488 1553
Pakianathan Utara Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2999 4, P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai 019 -457 2271
Tengah
Heng Yeh Shivuan 016 - 261 2460 . .
5. Vadi Velan A/L Seberang Perai 011 - 1144 1816
Subramaniam Selatan
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113
Kirupanantha Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Johnson a/I 012 - 424 5745
Anifiorsony SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | ||
MBPP 2019 B T -
1
]
Kang Yau Chuang 010 - 829 3904 Nama Telefon ] !
: EDITORIAL :
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : 1
Khong Chee Seong 011 - 1522 6628 ) ) : Editors : 1
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 . Chrlsfopher Tan (Ehgllsh) :
Aidi Akhbal Moh d Zai 012 - 464 3004 : Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) :
Kumaran A/L Krishnan 012 - 464 4697 ! o Menhamed fanen i ! G. Revatic (Tamil) 1
Azahari Aris 016 - 499 2580 : ) I
' Writers : 1
1 . o .
Marshidaliza Marzuki 011 - 3929 9023 Azl lorahim 011-24329007 | ° Breimy O, i, lenugneling, ©ng) K@i [Hee, :
] Thaarshenii Kumar, Edmund Lee (English) :
Dr. Chee Heng Leng 017 - 333 9366 ] Wong Boon Foei, Eng Kok Wei, ; :
Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013 - 770 1001 : Foong Chee Yin, Wong Sook Shyon (Chinese) !
Nasir 013 - 503 3349 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 1 J. Patmavathy (Tamil) !
! ]
1
Gerald Mak Mun Keong 016 - 452 6499 ! Photographers : 1
. . . ]
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456 . . ] LO_W Suun Ting, Allsso[o Thian, !
Mohamad Nor Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 4571271 i Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud, i
1 . ope o .
T ] i Alvie Cheng, Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis, !
el KT e @] RemelTArien 010- 505 5571 1 Chan Kok Kuan and Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi :
Mohamad Akmal Azhar 019 -518 5145 . 1
Harvindar Singh a/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250 I 1
Singh : Graphic Designers : 1
I e T 1 Idzham Ahmad and Nur Afigah Zainudi |
ng Jing Cheng - i - 1
016 - 445 5700 Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan | 012 - 407 7276 : :
1
1
Q . ]
Latifah Hussainsa 013 - 436 1999 ] Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke: '
Ooi Yong Wooi 016-421 1196 1 . 1
Nurliyana Mohd Ramzi 011 - 3922 4080 ! Editor BULETIN MUTIARA, )
' Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang 1
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-3807672 Nur Zarina Zakaria 011 -1578 5098 I Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 !
] Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com 1
Ong Kean Peng 012-629 1133 ' 1
Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718 ettt )
Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 510 0075
Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 463 2787
Tan Cheong Heng 012 -487 3101
Shahrudin Mohamed Shariff 012 - 428 3160 ‘ Cr, 6
Tengku Rasidah Tengku 019 -473 1323 Shung Yin Ni 012 - 413 9246
Kamarudin . :
Tan Hooi Peng 012 - 498 6212 : www.buletinmutiara.com
vong chee Keet orz-astisiz Tan Seng Keat 012- 438 6191 K3 buletinmutiara | ChowkKonYeow
Theng Jie Wey 016 - 418 7108 - owk
Zaini Awang 019 -546 3115 Ch GHYBDW
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PEOPLE from all walks of life
turned up at the SP Arena in
Seberang Jaya for the Chinese
New Year state open house re-
cently.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow in his speech said the state
government is always working
to strengthen unity among the
people.

According to him, such
events promote the spirit of
unity among Malaysians, re-
gardless of ethnicity and reli-
gion.

“I sincerely hope we can con-
tinue to maintain harmony by
respecting the practices, beliefs
and culture of all races including
religious sensitivities,” he added.

NAMA SEBUTAN
SEBENAR MAKAMAN

AKUAN
PEMAKANAN

- @

Some of the guests engaging in a lively conversation at the open house.

Among the dignitaries pres-
ent were Governor Tun Abdul

dishes besides being entertained
by a variety of performances.

ended with a yee sang tossing
ceremony by all the dignitaries

Rahman Abbas and his consort
Toh Puan Majimor Shariff,
Chow’s wife Tan Lean Kee,
State Legislative Assembly

r— AR 0

ree— T: iy Speaker Datuk Law Choo Kiang
poun || whe I and his wife Datin Teoh Hooi
— - - PENYATAAN ADITIF Tuang, Deputy Chief Minister |

MAKANAN

ARAHAN
PENYIMPANAN

PENYATAAN MENGENAI
KUANTITI/BERAT/ISIPADL

MAKLUMAT

PENAMDAAN TARIKH

Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Ab-
dul Rahman and Deputy Chief
Minister II Prof Dr P. Ramasa-
my and State Secretary Datuk
Seri Farizan Darus.

Also present were several
assemblymen, Members of Par-
liament, Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang, Seberang
Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) president Datuk Ro-
zali Mohamud and heads of
various departments and agen-
cies.

Guests at the open house
were treated to a wide range of

The open house celebration and guests.

Dancers entertaining the crowd with a vibrant cultural performance.



Penang hopes to
see the birth of

MBSP by June

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

THE Penang government is looking
forward to the upgrading of Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) to
Seberang Perai City Council (MBSP).

State Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning Commit-
tee chairman Jagdeep Singh said he is
confident that it could be done by June
this year.

“Three years ago, we appealed for
the Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) to be given city council status
and we succeeded; hence, we have a
mayor on the island.

“T mentioned to MPSP that Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow managed to
upgrade MPPP when he was the state
executive council (exco) member for
local government then; and that I will
do the same for Seberang Perai.

“The state exco approved the ap-
plication and it was sent to the Housing

and Local Government Ministry on
Dec 31 last year,” he said.

Jagdeep said he brought the matter
up during his meeting with Housing
and Local Government Minister
Zuraida Kamaruddin at the National
Council for Local Government meet-
ing on Feb 15.

“I was told that the matter is settled
and we are now waiting for the papers
to be tabled in the Cabinet.

“Look at how efficient the new
federal government of the day is.

“Our application was settled in less
than two months, as compared to when
Barisan Nasional was the federal gov-
ernment.

“Hopefully, we will be able to wit-
ness the birth of MBSP by middle of
this year,” he said, drawing cheers from
the guests at the Datok Keramat — Je-
lutong Chinese New Year open house
at Taman Free School on Feb 16.

He also spoke on the state’s Rent-
to-Own scheme.

“The public s finding it hard to own

s PATANG A AM
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S IRTENGAH WanT .+ o

Guests being entertained by a colourful stage performance.

homes due to the high rejection rate of
housing loans by banks.

“I told the minister that we have to
look at other mechanisms to allow
people to get access to housing, and the
state’s Rent-to-Own scheme is the right
way forward.

“The tenant pays rent for a period
of time before he becomes the owner
of the property.

“More people will be able to own
homes via this mechanism. We have
done this in Penang.

“The minister agreed that this

scheme is the way forward. I proposed
to the ministry to implement the Rent-
to-Own scheme on People’s Housing
Project (PPR) units in Malaysia.

“The minister agreed. Currently,
tenants of PPR units can only rent and
not own the units.

“The state will implement the
scheme not only on old PPR projects,
but also the new ones so more people
can own homes,” he said.

Jagdeep said, as the housing exco
member representing the state govern-
ment, he made it his priority to house

people, especially Penangites.

Chow thanked the people for their
support towards the state and federal
governments.

“The Pakatan Harapan federal
government still needs time to reform
the institutions.

“I believe that with the people’s
support, we can make Penang stand tall
and work towards Penang2030.

“Penang has changed for the better
over the years since 2008 after we were
given the mandate by the people,” he
said.

Harmonious CNY celebration in Taman Sri Nibong

RESIDENTS of Taman Sri Nibong and
its neighbourhood turned up in numbers
for the Chinese New Year celebration on
Feb 17

It was jointly organised by Hidayah
Centre, Malaysia Chinese Muslim As-
sociation Penang (MACMA Penang) and
Village Community Management Coun-
cil (MPKK) Sungai Nibong Besar with
the support of Pantai Jerjak service
centre and Penang Island City Council
(MBPP).

Many government and private agen-
cies, such as the state Agriculture De-
partment, Department of Environment,
Lam Wah Ee Hospital, Dental Training
College Penang, Malaysia Chemistry
Department and many others, also show-
cased their services at the event.

Lam Wah Ee Hospital held a free
medical camp offering glucose level and
blood pressure check-ups. It also gave
away vouchers worth RM90 each for
mammogram checks to those who com-
pleted the health check-up.

The state Agriculture Department
distributed free chili saplings to encour-
age the public to grow their own vege-
tables and also shared tips on natural
farming.

“We want to equip the public with the
knowledge of natural farming and at the

same time encourage them to grow their
own vegetables.

“This move comes under our Urban
Farming programme,’” said Abdul Halim
Abdul Aziz , a representative of the de-
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Tapping kids’ creativity through ‘Deco on Doughnut’ activity.

partment.

Apart from that, there were various
activities for children such as the “Deco
on Doughnut” which encouraged them
to tap their creativity.

Society praised
for advocating
disability awareness

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow has
lauded the Society of Disabled Persons
Penang (SDPP) for its caring deeds to-
wards the needy.

“SDPP has been the forerunner of or-
ganisations that advocate disability
awareness.

“The society plays an important role in
conveying the needs of its members to the
relevant authorities.

“The local councils are also concerned
and aware of their needs.

“Specially designed car parks and
ramps are built to provide greater acces-
sibility for folk with special needs to ac-
cess public spaces,” Chow said during the
Chinese New Year open house, organised
by SDPP at Goh Kongsi in Noordin Street
on Feb 18.

Chow said the open house fostered
closer ties between the society members.

Society president Datuk Teh Lay Kuan
hoped that the government and private
sector could step up enforcement on those
who misuse parking lots for the disabled.

Also present was Pengkalan Kota as-
semblyman Daniel Gooi.
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THE Penang government has grant-
ed a request by the Real Estate and
Housing Developers’ Association
(Rehda) Penang to allow the exemp-
tion of 3% approval fee on global
investors until June this year.

Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning Commit-
tee chairman Jagdeep Singh said the
state government had reviewed and
considered the application by Rehda
Penang; and the state allowed the
exemption or moratorium to be ex-
tended until June.

“Our initial decision in the state
executive council meeting was to only
allow it for a month, in February.

“However, Rehda Penang chair-
man Datuk Toh Chin Leong wrote me
a letter requesting us to review the
period for the moratorium or the ex-
emption of the 3% approval fee on
global investors,” Jagdeep said in his
speech during the Rehda Penang
Chinese New Year Gathering Dinner
2019 celebration on Feb 20.

Jagdeep added the state would
maintain the development charges
imposed on property developers in
Penang.

“I have been asked by Rehda
Penang to review the various develop-
ment charges imposed on property
developers through the local councils.

“The review actually concluded

Chow (centre, in black coat), Jagdeep (wearing a red tie), state executive council member Chong Eng (sixth from right) and the members
from Rehda Penang tossing the ‘yee sang’ during the Rehda Penang Chinese New Year Gathering Dinner 2019 celebration.

late last year and the results may not
be too positive. The councils were of
the view that, at the very least, the
development charges should be main-
tained.

“The councils have ‘some other
ideas’ pertaining to the development
charges.

“That was the result of the Review
Committee that I chaired, and I de-
cided to hold on to the result to get
them to go over the decision.

“I had a final meeting with the
Chief Minister last week, and the
good news is we have decided to
maintain and not increase the charg-
es.

“That is the good news. It could
have been worse,” he told Rehda
Penang.

He told Rehda Penang that build-
ing affordable housing is “the way
forward”.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the state government would
continue to ensure that the mandate
given would be used to benefit the
people of Penang.

“It is our responsibility to ensure
that Penang continues to shine. The
past 10 years have had ups and downs
and we took it all in stride.

“In better times, our profit is more
and that builds up our reserve to meet

the challenges of the not-so-good
times.

“I'think developers are astute busi-
ness persons who can plan according
to and ahead of the market situation.

“I share the optimism (of better
years ahead) because we are looking
at major efforts to improve the infra-
structure of Penang.

“We are on the verge of securing
the approval for our major transport
plan.

“The first ‘road project’, which is
the three major roads and undersea
tunnel package under Zenith Con-
struction, will hit the ground running
on Aug 31.

“Whereas, for the SRS Consorti-
um package, we are optimistic that
approval will be granted within the
first half of this year.

“That will definitely spur the con-
struction sector and provide a lot of
opportunities for companies in Pen-
ang that are associated with building
and construction businesses,” Chow
said.

Chow also said that plans with
regard to digital transformation in
Penang are shaping up.

“We are serious in growing Pen-
ang, to lay a stronger foundation for
the state, and to bring it to the next
level of development,” he added.

CM calls on
everyone to

set sights on
Penang2030

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon
Yeow has urged everyone to
strive towards Penang2030.

“Let us face the challenges
ahead together. We have been
given the mandate serve as the
state government for the third
term.

“We will honour our state
electoral commitment for Pen-
ang to grow sustainably.

“The CAT (Competency, Ac-
countability and Transparency)
principle will continue to be the
governing principle of the state,
for us to fulfil Penang2030.

“I can’t do it alone. I will
need the support of my com-
rades, government agencies,
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private sector and the rakyat to
realise this vision,” he said in
his speech during the Pulau
Tikus Chinese New Year open
house at Medan Maktab on Feb
16.

Pulau Tikus assemblyman
Chris Lee thanked the people
for their support and promised
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Lee wishing his guests a Happy Chinese New Year.
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to serve diligently.

“We want to improve the
people’s way of life and we will
be there when you need us,” he
added.

Bukit Bendera MP Wong Hon
Wai said the state representa-
tives would work towards mak-
ing Penang more livable.

Kudos to Group for
green initiatives

THE community of Tanjung To-
kong was treated to a delightful
Chinese New Year celebration at
Straits Green on Feb 16 - thanks to
E&O Group.

The guests were treated to co-
lourful dance performances be-
sides a sumptuous meal at the
event.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
lauded the Group’s green efforts in
his speech.

“I can still recall the day when
former Penang Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng launched the four-acre
Straits Green public park in 2013.

“Since then, this place has been
the venue for many community
events and activities; especially for
residents of Seri Tanjung Pinang
and its surroundings.

“Credit must be given to E&O
Group for landscaping this beauti-
ful space and for its continuous
support in maintaining and manag-
ing the park for the past six years,”

Chow said.

He also commended the Group
for establishing the Think Green
Community Education Programme
in 2014.

“The programme focuses on the
young, nurturing them to be eco-
conscious, and promotes a healthy
lifestyle.

“The programme, which started
off with just one participating
school, now has six participating
schools involving 950 students.

“This initiative has contributed
positively to the society,” he added.

Chow said the green initiatives
by E&O Group were in tandem
with the Penang2030 vision.

Also present were state execu-
tive council members Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain and Zairil Khir
Johari, state assemblymen Chris
Lee (Pulau Tikus) and Jason Ong
(Kebun Bunga) and E&O Berhad
Group corporate strategy director
Lyn Chai.
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A TOTAL of 120 school children
and underprivileged kids were
treated to a science-filled Chinese
New Year celebration at the Tech
Dome Penang on Feb 18.

The children from SJKC Kong
Min (Cawangan 2), SJKC Tong
Sian, SK Francis Light and House
of Hope Air Itam were in jolly
mood as they were entertained with
a series of science shows while be-
ing served appetising meals.

State Tourism Development,
Heritage, Culture and Arts Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin and

Pulau Tikus assemblyman Chris
Lee Chun Kit made it merrier for
the children with their presence.

Yeoh, in his speech, encouraged
students from other states to come
over to the Tech Dome for an excit-
ing science adventure.

“I hope that Tech Dome Penang
will promote its centre so that stu-
dents from all over Malaysia will
come here and have a wholesome
science experience,” he said.

Lee, who is also the director of
Penang Tech Centre Berhad, pro-
moted the roles of a science centre
as a platform to raise issues con-
cerning the community through a
science and technology perspec-
tive.

Chap Goh Meh with a bang

CHAP Goh Meh was celebrated
in a grand way as it drew thousands
of people to the Esplanade on Feb
19

Fondly known as the Chinese
Valentine’s Day, Chap Goh Meh,

Cultural performances, spec-
tacular fireworks display and pow-
er-packed drum performances also
rocked the night.

One of the highlights of the
celebration was when the Chief
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6. |Penclong Pegawal Penguatkuasa N29 Tetap 1 there are no stumbling blocks with  tossed into the water.

7. |Penclong Pegawai Teknologi Maklumat FA28 | Tetap/Kontrak 5 regards to unity among the people. Chow also added that the Chi-
8. |Penclong Pegawal Perancang Bandar & Desa JAZ9 Tetap 1 “Celebrations such as this are  nese New Year celebration in Pen-
9. |Penclong Jurutera (Awam) JAZE Hontrak 2 proof that racial and religious dif-  ang has become a tourism brand.

10. |Pembantu Penguatkuasa KP19 Kontrak 70 ferences have never been a barrier “It is hoped that throughout
11. |Penjaga Jentera Elektrik J19 Kontrak 1 to the people of Penang in continu-  these 15 days of Chinese New Year

32, |[Pembaniu Resinatan Awam v19 Telap 1 ing to celebrate the differences that  celebration, it would have strength-
13._[Pembantu Kemahiran (Jurigegas) H19 Hontrak L have existed since long ago. ened the ties between the multira-
14, [urubahasa fBa_hasa Cina) L19 Tetap L “We (state government) will cial community.

15, [Fenghantar Motk - bk Jotap 1 make sure that there will not be any “When it comes to Chinese New

:2 sz:::u:;i{ﬂairl:::alan :2111 1:3:: ? barriers which would prevent the  Year celebration, I think Penang

- brotherly ties and unity among the ~ would be able to give a wholesome

18, |Pemandu Kenderaan H11 HKontrak 35 .

So [Py Bairti fasser Y el 517 people of Penang. experience as many programmes

TARIKH TUTUP PERMOHOMNAN

Iklan inl juga disiarkan di dalam akhbar Sinar Harian, The Star, Kwong Wah Yit Poh dan Malaysian

MNanban pada 26 FEBRUARI 2019, Tarikh tutup iklan pada 11 MAC 2019,

SYARAT LANTIKAN

Syarat lantikan secara terperinci berserta dengan maklumat lanjut berkenaan dengan jawatan-
jawatan yang diiklankan boleh diperolehi dengan melayari laman web e-jawatan Majlis Perbandaran

Seberang Perai di www.mpsp.gov.my,

CARA MEMOHON

Permohonan hendaklah dibuat dengan melayari sistem e-jawatan Majiis Perbandaran Seberang
Perai dan membuat permohonan secara alas lalian (onlire) sahaja dengan mengisi maklumat yang

diperiukan di www.mpsp.2ov.any.

CATATAN AM

{a) Hanya calon-calon yang layak selepas tapisan sahaja akan dipanggil untuk temuduga.

(b) Pemohon-pemohon yang tidak menerima sebarang jawapan selepas 6 bulan dari tarikh

iklan ditutup hendaklah menganggap permchonan mereka tidak berjaya.

{c) Pemohon-pemohon  yang telah mendaftar di laman e-jawatan MPSP  handaklah
mengemaskini semua maklumatl permohonan sebelum memohon jawatan yang diklankan.

Sebarang pertanyaan bolehlah menghubungi Bahagian Perjawatan di talian 04-5497 732/ 04-5497

431/ 04-5497 430 atau email ke periowatan@mpsp.gov. my.

“The state government will do
its best to enhance racial integration
of our people so that we can live in
peace and harmony,” he said.

Chap Goh Meh holds a unique
tradition especially for the singles
to toss oranges into rivers or lakes
hoping to find their Mr or Miss
Right.

Although it is a tradi-
tion of yesteryears, it is
still very much popular
among the Chinese com-
munity.

Whether the
throwing of or-
anges into the
water brings
forth the chances
of courtship or
not, it is a great
and colourful
sight to watch.

are carried out every day (for 15
days).

“For those who want to have a
jolly good Chinese New Year cel-
ebration in Malaysia, I think Pen-
ang is the best place to do so,”
Chow said.

Maidens showing their oranges
with wishes written on them.
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celebrate
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BOOK lovers have further reason to
rejoice when BookXcess launched its
eighth store at Gurney Paragon Mall
in George Town.

Dubbed “The House of a Million
Stories” for having about one million
books, it features the longest book-
shelf in Malaysia at 70m in length and
a two-storey bookshelf measuring
10m high.

It takes up the entire 7th floor and
part of the 8th floor of the mall, cover-
ing about 27,000sq ft and featuring a
variety of books from art and design
to literature, fiction, non-fiction,
young adult, children’s books and
many more hidden gems.

Visitors have the luxury of com-
fortable reading spaces to browse the
sample books available while the
children’s section has a breathtaking
view of the seafront.

In addition, they can also visit Café
Wolf, BookXcess’ very own in-store

café for refreshments or a quick bite.

Speaking at the launch of the new
BookXcess store on Jan 24, Pulau
Tikus assemblyman Chris Lee Chun
Kit said he now does not need to wait
for their annual ‘Big Bad Wolf” Sale
anymore as they have a permanent
place in Penang.

“I'must say the place looks impres-
sive and I can’t believe the whole
seventh floor is transformed into a
bookstore. The most important thing
is affordable books. Nowadays as we
know, books can be quite expensive.
Books should not be enjoyed by only
those who can afford to buy them,”
Lee said in his speech.

“Reading is important as it can
transform lives. The government is
constantly looking to transform Pen-
ang into an international city with a
high income that is knowledge inten-
sive. The only way to encourage that
is through reading because knowl-
edge drives economy.

“And Penang has to catch up with
the rest of the world. Time waits for

Paragon Mall.

no man and the world also waits for
no man.

“The Penang government alone
cannot do that. We need the support
of all parties. And for that I would like
to thank BookXcess and Gurney
Paragon Mall.”

Also present at the launch were
Hunza Group founder and executive
adviser Datuk Seri Khor Teng Tong,
managing director Datuk Khor Siang
Gin, executive directors Khor Tze
Ming and Lily Tan, BookXcess
founder Andrew Yap, chief innova-
tion officer Chua Yuleen and head of
marketing Dipak Madhavan.

Later when asked why he is pour-
ing in ‘millions of dollars’ into a
business some may term as a sunset
industry since many young ones are
reading online, Yap flashed a smile
before answering.

“First, we’ve to answer the funda-
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mental question: Do people want to
read books physically or digitally?
The answer is a resounding Yes,
people still want to read books
physically.

“The feel, touch and smell of a
book —it’s a human interaction thing.
When our eyes read the printed words
on paper, it’s an experience you can-
not replace with the screen.

“Many among us are so fed up of
the phone. And the last thing we want
to do is to look at the screen again.

“We’re all finding ways for digital
detox. Books are an escape and are
supposed to be relaxing. You cannot
be just reading books through digital
format; you know it’s just like mar-
rying arobot. You want a real person.”

On why BookXcess chose Gurney
Paragon Mall, Yap said not many
malls could accommodate their ‘such
crazy idea’.

Yap said when he and his wife
Jacqueline Ng opened their first outlet
in Amcorp Mall in 2007, they did not

imagine that one day they would be
setting up the longest bookstore in
Malaysia and probably Southeast
Asia at Gurney Paragon Mall.

They also have retail outlets at the
Starling, fahrenheit88, as well as gift
stores called BookXcess XS in 1
Utama, SS15 Courtyard and Centro
Mall, Klang. In May 2018, BookX-
cess launched their only 24-hour
bookstore at Tamarind Square in
Cyberjaya, Selangor.

He said their aim is to make books
affordable through the good support
of publishers and lean operations.

Much credit for the spectacular
design of the BookXcess in Gurney
Paragon Mall must go to their chief
innovation officer Chua Yuleen.

“Every bookstore of ours is dif-
ferent. Creativity is our passion. We
want to create a unique experience
for the readers wherever we go. We
want the kids to explore. People
still need space to gather and dis-
cuss,” he said.

RM219,000 RIBI aid for five
non-Islamic worship places

FIVE non-Islamic places of worship
in Seberang Perai received financial
aid totalling about RM219,000 from
the Penang government recently.

Local Government, Housing and
Town & Country Planning Jagdeep
Singh presented mock cheques to
representatives from Persatuan Pen-
ganut Dewa Thee Kong, Kampong
Sanglang, Nibong Tebal
(RM39,993.80), Persatuan Rumah
Berhala Thean Hor Sear Bor Sungai
Udang (RM48,956), Persatuan Pen-
ganut Dewa Sua Kak Goik Tua Pek
Kong Sungai Udang (RM50,000),
Rumah Berhala Xianfa Shigong Sun-
gai Udang (RM50,000) and Pertubu-
han Dewa Na Tok Kong Sungai
Udang (RM29,968.32) in Xianfa
Shigong Temple at Sungai Udang,
Nibong Tebal.

Jagdeep said the state government
has so far disbursed a total of
RM4 ,988,333.12 from the RIBI fund
to 129 non-Islamic places of worship

in Penang since 2016.

The fund was set up by the state
government to help Chinese and
Hindu temples, churches, and gurd-
wara undergo renovation, upgrading,
infrastructure or building works.

“T'am happy to present a sum from
the RIBI fund to these non-Islamic
worship places to assist them to refur-
bish or renovate for the betterment of
the temples.

“I welcome all non-Islamic places
of worship that are in need of assis-
tance to apply for the fund with the
right documents.

“We will consider all the applica-
tions applying for RIBI fund and if the
applications are in order they are en-
titled for the financial assistance,”
Jagdeep said at the mock cheque
handover ceremony.

Also present were Jawi assembly-
man H’ng Mooi Lye and Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP)
councillor Heng Yeh Shiuan.
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‘Smart bus stop’ boost for pub

transport
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IMAGINE passengers charging
their electronic devices using the
USB charging pod installed at a
“smart bus stop”. Or CCTV and
panic button to enhance safety.

Other features include rooftop
solar panels, WiFi facility, digital
directory, digital advertising sig-
nage and more.

All this may be possible soon
once a pilot project between the
state government and integrated
telecommunications infrastructure
services company edotco (M) Sdn
Bhd takes off.

The project is also a move to
encourage more people to use
public transport.

Air Itam (opposite Jalan Masjid
Negeri) and another in Lengkok
Tenggiri (in Seberang Jaya) —have
been identified for the Proof of
Concept (PoC) project.

These two bus stops will be
installed with the smart features.

Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jagdeep Singh
said the bus stops were identified
based on their high bus ridership.

“The two bus stops will be the
best indicators to determine if the
project is workable. We will con-
sider carrying out the project if
there is positive outcome.

“The objective of this ‘Smart
Bus Stop’ project is to encourage
people to use public transport by
providing information on the bus
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Jagdeep (fifth from left) greeting Wan Zainal Adleen while Suresh looks on.

in a press conference on Jan 22.
edotco Group chief executive
officer Suresh Sidhu said the pilot
project was expected to be com-
pleted within three months.

the way for Penang to have better
digital connectivity.

“I would like to thank the state
government for giving us this op-
portunity to implement this con-

that the right solutions are in place
with regards to growing and ex-
panding connectivity,” Suresh said.

Also present was edotco direc-
tor Wan Zainal Adleen Wan

Two locations — the bus stop in

routes and schedule,”

said Jagdeep

“We hope the project will pave

cept. We are committed to ensuring

Puteh.

Giving hope toless fortunate (C]V[: State has authority over PDC

DUE to the passion to help the less fortunate, a group of
five friends set up an NGO called Circle of Hope Foun-
dation (Persatuan Kebajikan Lingakaran Harapan).

The idea of setting up the foundation was mooted last
year when the group of friends met up to discuss how to
raise money to help the less fortunate.

Chairman Nurfarah Zafirah Abdullah said she bor-
rowed a capital of RM1,000 to open a bank account and
there was no turning back.

“The inaugural Chinese New Year Charity Dinner on
Feb 16 was organised to help introduce Circle of Hope
Foundation to anyone,” she added.

She commented that their members managed to raise
enough money for the dinner expenses, and gave out
RM2,088 each to the St. Nicholas Home, St. Joseph
Home and Persatuan Rumah Cahaya Harapan.

Bayan Lepas assemblyman Azrul Mahathir Aziz of-
ficiated the function held at Lexis Suites Penang in
Teluk Kumbar.

Also present was the hotel’s general man-
ager, Ben Ho.

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow has
refuted claims by Gerakan deputy
president Oh Tong Keong that the state
government is powerless by allowing
the Federal Government to take over
Penang Development Corporation
(PDC).

“Don’t worry, we ‘would not be
selling PDC to the Federal Govern-
ment’. You can feel ‘safe’ on that,”
Chow said in a press conference at
Komtar on Jan 23.

“PDC is placed under the supervi-
sion of the Ministry of Economic Af-
fairs (MEA) just like the other state
development corporations,” Chow
added during a press conference held
at Komtar.

He said a statement issued by the
ministry on Jan 17 said it has been
given the task to supervise 32 agencies.

“The notice did not mention take

over. However, Oh did not use the
word ‘supervise’ but instead chose to
use the word ‘take over’.

“Oh holds a high position in the
party as a deputy president, higher than
my position as a national party vice-
president. He must be responsible for
his actions and words. He has the right
to comment but it should be justified.

“If we follow Oh’s logic that by
putting an agency under the supervi-
sion of the Ministry means it being
taken over, then PDC would have been
taken over since 1969. He should
check his facts before he speaks,”
Chow said.

Under the Penang Development
Corporation Enactment 1971, Chow
said the corporation shall consist of the
chairman, two ex-officio members,
who shall be the persons for the time
being holding the offices of the State
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Secretary and the State Financial Of-
ficer, not more than six other members
to be appointed by the state authority
and three representatives of the Fed-
eral Government appointed by the
Minister (prime minister).

Chow added that the prime minister
may, from time to time, give directions
not inconsistent with the provisions of
this enactment and the corporation
shall, as soon as possible give effect
to all such directions.

He revealed that the members ap-
pointed to the PDC board are Deputy
Chief Minister I Datuk Ahmad Zaki-
yuddin Abdul Rahman, Deputy Chief
Minister II Prof Dr P. Ramasamy, exco
member Jagdeep Singh, Permatang
Pauh MP Nurul Izzah Anwar and spe-
cial investment adviser to the Chief
Minister Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon;
while the Federal Government ap-
pointed a representative each from
MITI, Finance Ministry and the Prime
Minister’s Office to the board.

“Each state corporation must have
Federal representatives. All this while
PDC was under the supervision of the
Finance Ministry but it is now placed
under the supervision of a new minis-
try, which is the Economic Affairs
Ministry,” Chow said.

“I just want to say the PDC is still
PDC. It has not been taken over and
it’s not going to be taken over.

“If you want (PDC to be taken
over), you need to change the law
which is a state enactment. We are not
going to change anything with regard
to PDC,” he said.



Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

THE Penang Convention and Exhibi-
tion Bureau (PCEB) and the state
Tourism office are stepping up efforts
to draw more Indian tourists to Pen-
ang.

PCEB chief executive officer
Ashwin Gunasekeran said there has
been an 11% increase in Indian arriv-
als to Penang since they started
penetrating the Indian market last
year.

“The figures we have are direct
arrivals from the airports, meaning
that they are either from Singapore or
from Thailand into Penang. And we
do have the connectivity from seaports
or cruise as well,” Ashwin told report-
ers after PCEB hosted a luncheon for
the media as well as to celebrate the
Chinese New Year on Feb 11.

Also present were state Tourism
Development, Arts, Culture and
Heritage Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin and Penang Global Tour-
ism chief executive officer Ooi Chok
Yan.

Ashwin said Indian tourists’ fa-
vourite destinations in Malaysia are

at a restaurant in Bishop Street.

Kuala Lumpur because of the Petro-
nas Twin Towers, Genting Highlands
and Langkawi.

“We’ve met up with over 1,000
agents in India and they have given
their commitment to further boost
Penang as their next destination. We
would host the Indian media and
agents this year.

Yeoh (fifth from left), flanked by Ashwin and Ooi, joining PCEB staff members in tossing the ‘yee sang

“We’re also having discussions
with one of India’s production houses.
Through the film industry, we hope to
raise awareness and further grow
Penang tourism. For the filming, it
should take place sometime in August.
This is an additional initiative.

“I can safely say that from 2019
to mid next year, there can be a 30%

increase in arrivals.”

Ashwin said the Indians were
quite surprised that there is a Little
India in Penang and the availability
of Indian food which are the key sell-
ing points.

He said Penang would also be a
good place for honeymooners and
family with children.

Last year, PCEB went on a road-
show to promote Penang in New
Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore and Cal-
cutta while this year, the team went
to New Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and
Ahmedabad.

Among the interesting sites high-
lighted by Ashwin and his team were
the Penang Hill Habitat, George
Town UNESCO World Heritage Site
and the state’s famous food.

PCEB is also planning to hold
major conferences in 2020 and 2021,
as Ashwin said business travellers
bring in three times more revenue
compared to leisure travellers.

Yeoh said the state would tap into
the Indian market because of its huge
potential.

“India will be one of our main
targets in the coming years. Our tra-
ditional markets are China and South
East Asia but we know India’s poten-
tial due to its high population and the
historical background between India
and Penang.

“When I went to Europe, I saw a
lot of Indian tourists. This shows they
have spending power. I believe we
have many things to offer them. We
will come up with more strategies to
promote Penang,” Yeoh said.

-

aid service.

g

Zairil (right) and Poon showing the promotion sticker for the legal

Free legal aid service for
Tanjung Bungah folk

TANJUNG Bungah assemblyman
Zairil Khir Johari said free legal service
would be available at his office in Jalan
Desiran, on the first Wednesday of the
month from 7pm to 9pm, beginning
March 6.

“The service will be moderated by
lawyer Poon Lee Fah, who is also the
Tanjung Bungah Women and Family
Development (JPWK) chairman.

“We hope the public will enjoy the
free service to the fullest,” Zairil, who
is also the state Works, Utilities and
Flood Mitigation Committee chair-

man, told a press conference on Feb
15.

Poon said she was happy to be part
of the programme.

On a separate matter, Zairil said he
would be liaising with the Public
Works Department (JKR) to obtain
approval and funding to upgrade Jalan
Tanjong Tokong and Jalan Tanjung
Bungah, as the roads were not in good
condition.

“We want to upgrade the infra-
structure of these roads, including the
sidewalks,” he added.

Indoor navigation system to

FOR many, getting into a building
and heading towards the place that
they want to go might be done with
ease but that is not the case for the
blind.

In an attempt to guide the blind
when they are in a building, the St
Nicholas Home has come up with
a mobile application called
‘VINV’.

ViNV is a Bluetooth beacon-
based navigation system that will
provide both audio and visual
guidance to the users as they enter
a beacon-equipped building.

The Penang Island City Council
(MBPP), which is sensitive to-
wards the different needs of the
community, is in support of this
initiative.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang stated that the local govern-
ment gives much emphasis on the
needs and the importance of uni-
versal design in making an inclu-
sive, safe, resilient and sustainable
city.

“All local governments are
committed to ensuring that people
with disabilities receive equal
rights and opportunities in all as-
pects of life.

“We prioritise the provision of
better and more user-friendly fa-
cilities in line with the govern-

(from left) Soon and Yew accompanying the blind to try out the app
at the ground floor of Gurney Plaza.

ment’s intention to make our place
of living to our friends with special
needs.

“MBPP is working closely with
the St Nicholas Home to develop
an indoor navigation application
for people with visual impairment
which is the first of its kind in
Malaysia,” said Yew in his speech
at the “Universal Design : From
Principle To Practice In Built En-
vironment” seminar on Feb 15.

The mayor and other local gov-
ernment representatives joined the
demonstration conducted by the St

Nicholas Home at Gurney Plaza
to check on the VINV application.

The ground floor of Gurney
Plaza is equipped with beacons
which can detect the location and
send it to the phone.

St Nicholas Home executive
director Daniel Soon hoped that
ViNV would make the blind more
independent.

Yew said if the VINV becomes
a success, they would convey it to
the Housing and Local Govern-
ment Ministry so that it could be
launched nationwide.
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