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THE Penang government has
called on the federal government to
promote power sharing that is fair
and just.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
(PH-Padang Kota) said Penang was
often sidelined for the past 11 years
by the previous federal government.

“Penang only received RM216
million or 3.18% of the total fed-
eral allocation to all states in 2016.

“In the spirit of Malaysia Baru,
many issues have to be relooked and
reviewed to promote power sharing
that is just and fair between federal
and state.

“It is crucial for effective long-
term development of Penang,”
Chow said in his winding-up speech
at the State Legislative Assembly
sitting in Dewan Sri Pinang on
May 3.

“The federal government
must discard the perception
that Penang is a rich and
developed state that need not
be helped,” he said.

“The Penang govern-
ment is not going
against the federal
government. We
are only upholding
our rights in the
spirit of Malaysia
Baru,” Chow said.

He also men-
tioned that the
Finance Ministry
was currently

identifying the departments and
agencies that would be located at
the first Urban Transformation
Centre (UTC) in Penang.

Chow said the Penang govern-
ment was aware of the role of social
media in delivering news to the
community.

promote unity.

“The state Information Unit also
runs campaigns that promote unity
and tolerance.

“The unit promotes unity through
its articles, videos and competitions,
in line with the Penang2030 vision,”
Chow said.

We are only upholding our
rights in the spirit of Malaysia
Baru - CHOW

“Batu Lancang (Ong Ah Teong)
has proposed that the state launch
unity and tolerance campaigns
through social media.

“The Information Department,
National Unity and Integration
Department and other relevant de-
partments have indeed organised
activities and campaignsthat

On transportation, Chow said the
state strived to achieve development
that is inclusive and balanced.

“We will ensure that the guide-
lines are followed before a certain
project begins.

“I'would like to reiterate that the
state needs the proposed Pan Island
Link 1 (PIL1) .

highway project to divert and reduce
traffic congestion in Tun Dr Lim
Chong Eu Expressway and Jalan
Masjid Negeri.

“The Department of Environ-
ment (DoE) has approved, with
conditions, the Environmental Im-
pact Assessment (EIA) report of the
proposed PIL1 project. The EIA
report was approved with 56 condi-
tions.

“The Penang government will
display the 56 conditions imposed
before construction starts, in the
spirit of Competency, Accountabil-
ity and Transparency (CAT) and as
a monitoring process in the Envi-
ronmental Management Plan
(EMP),” he said.

Chow thanked the federal gov-
ernment for approving the plan to
expand and upgrade the Penang
International Airport (PIA).

“We will further discuss the mat-
ter with Malaysia Airports Holdings
Berhad (MAHB) and the Transport
Ministry to reach an agreement to

expand the airport’s capacity from
6.5 million passengers per year to
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12 million.

“The Penang government has
also decided to appoint a private
consultant to conduct a feasibility
study on a proposed Northern Cor-
ridor International Airport project,”
Chow said.

He added that the Penang Port
Commission (PPC) was working
together with the Swettenham Pier
Cruise Terminal (SPCT) operator
Penang Port Sdn Bhd (PPSB) to
come out with a plan to widen the
cruise terminal.

“The widening of the terminal
would enable two huge cruise ves-
sels to dock at any one time. The
state is still in discussion with the
relevant parties concerning the up-
grading plan and development
concept of the terminal,” he said.

On the state’s election manifesto,
Chow said the Penang government
would ensure that it delivers the 68
promises.

“According to records, 43 prom-
ises have been fulfilled, 11 are being
worked on, 10 are in the planning
process, while four are still awaiting
approvals from the federal govern-
ment,” Chow said.

*See also pages 2-8

Chow (seated, left) and State
Legislative Assembly Speaker

- Datuk Law Choo Kiang (seated,

right) taking a photo with the
state elected representatives
and ex officio members after
the State Legislative Assembly
in Dewan Sri Pinang.



Better

coordination at

industry areas

THE Penang government has
set up a Business and Indus-
trial Park Enhancement Coun-
cil (BIPEC) to provide better
coordination of maintenance
work at industry areas.

Deputy Chief Minister I
Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Ab-
dul Rahman (PH-Pinang Tung-
gal) said the committee,
chaired by him, was formed
early this year.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin, who is
the Islamic Religious Affairs,
Industrial Development and
Community Relations Com-
mittee chairman, said BIPEC
would be looking into matters
pertaining to maintenance,
upgrading works and conser-
vation works, especially in the
industry areas.

“We received feedback that
there has been overlapping of
jurisdiction between the local
governments, state Works De-
partment, Penang Department
of Irrigation and Drainage and
some developers in the indus-
try areas regarding mainte-
nance works in certain indus-

try areas.

“BIPEC will look into such
matters to solve any problem
with the relevant agencies,” he
said in his winding-up speech
during the State Legislative
Assembly sitting on May 3.

He said that Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC)
would be the secretariat of
BIPEC.

On a separate matter, the
Penang government has allo-
cated RMS5.55 million this
year for infrastructure devel-
opment of mosques and surau.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin said it
was appropriate for a mosque

to be an “agent of change” for
the community.

He also advised everyone
including the mosque commit-
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The Penang State Mosque
located in Jalan Masjid Negeri.

tees to hold healthy pro-

grammes and not only “kend-

uri” (feast) programmes.
“Healthy events can foster

closer relationships with the
youth and children, besides
keeping them closer to reli-
gion,” he said.

State government out to create more
job opportunities in Penang

THERE is no serious unem-
ployment problem in Penang
compared to other states, says
Deputy Chief Minister II Prof Dr
P. Ramasamy during his wind-
ing-up speech at the state assem-
bly on May 3.

“Based on the data by the
Department of Statistics, the
unemployment rate recorded in
Penang (in 2017) was 2.1 %

By Azmi Hussin

which is the second lowest com-
pared to other states in Malaysia.

“This percentage proves that
Penang is not facing serious
unemployment compared to
other states. The ‘skills mis-
match’ is one of the unemploy-
ment factors in Penang.

“It is a situation whereby the
levels and types of skills avail-
able (manpower) do not meet
the demands of the job market,”
he said in reply to the issues
raised by Muhamad Yusoff
Mohd Nor (BN-Sungai Dua)
and Nor Hafizah Othman (BN-
Permatang Berangan) pertaining
to unemployment, employment
opportunities and retrenchment
in the state.

“The state government is al-
ways concerned about all those
who are looking for jobs and are
also taking the initiatives to help
them out.

“For instance, collaborating
with other agencies through in-
vestPenang to continue promot-
ing and attracting investments,
whether new investors or in-
crease in investments from ex-
isting investors as well as assist-
ing the development of small
and medium enterprises
(SMEs),”” added Ramasamy.

He also said that the invest-
ments in the Global Business
Services (GBS) sector has been
diversified in order to create
more job opportunities in the

areas of finance, information
technology (IT), creative arts,
software and human resources.

Ramasamy, who is the Perai
assemblyman, said that since the
establishment of Penang Career
Assistance and Talent Centre in
2009, a total of 10,975 people
(until March 2019) have regis-
tered in pursuit of employment
opportunities in which 6,490
job-matching have been done.

Meanwhile, Ramasamy also
gave a detailed account on the
committee members of the Spe-
cial Committee for Fully Aided
Schools as requested by Lee
Khai Loon (PH-Machang
Bubuk).

“The committee is chaired by
me, exco member for Domestic
and International Trade, Con-
sumer Affairs and Entrepreneur
Development Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain, Komtar assem-
blyman Teh Lai Heng, Sungai
Acheh assemblyman Zulkifli
Ibrahim and representatives
from Penang state education
department (JPNPP).

“During the exco meeting on
Oct 3, 2018, the state govern-
ment approved an annual alloca-
tion of RM3 million for national
schools (the disbursement of the
allocation is ‘one-off”) both at
primary and secondary levels in
Penang, which is meant spe-
cially for critical maintenance
work,”” said Ramasamy.
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THE development
and progress
of a child-
care indus-
try plays
a crucial
role in

providing more employment op-
portunities, especially for women
in the state.

Women and Family Develop-
ment, Gender Inclusiveness and
Religions Other Than Islam Com-
mittee chairman Chong Eng said
this in her winding-up speech at the
state legislative assembly sitting at
Dewan Sri Pinang on May 2.

“An industry dialogue will be
organised by Penang Women De-
velopment Corporation (PWDC)
in collaboration with TalentCorp
and JCI Pearl on May 28 to discuss
and encourage private entities to
set up childcare centres at their
respective workplaces.

“The federal government recog-
nises the need for childcare facili-
ties to enhance and retain female
participation in the workforce.

“Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail
has called on both the public and

Agriculture a new source

IN this era of New Malaysia,
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad, agriculture will resurface
as an important sector.

The focus and directive by the
top leadership of the country for
the agriculture industry need to be
revitalised, with support from all
concerned parties.

Modernisation and innovation
to ensure best practice for agricul-
ture and farming is needed to
improve all agriculture industries
with the vision to manifest “food
security” not depending on import
forecast but through efforts of
planting, rearing and production
of own food products.

“Penang will also respond to
this call,” state Agriculture, Agro-
Based Industry, Rural Develop-
ment and Health Committee
chairman Dr Afif Bahardin said
in his winding-up speech at the
recent state assembly sitting.

Dr Afif said through this chan-
nel, several efforts and new wel-
fare moves are under study to
form an agriculture industry
which is sustainable to start in
Penang.

“The basic agriculture frame-

work which is under study will
give focus to modernisation of
cash crops and management of
best farms for padi planting,” he
added.

He commented the state gov-
ernment is in the process of draft-
ing a base paper for “Feeding
Penang”, an effort to form a draft
for food safety in Penang, which
has never been initiated by any
other state.

“The focus will be given to
planting of vegetables, padi plant-
ing and milk income to ensure
ample protein supply from fisher-
ies industry in the development of
Aquaculture Industry Zone.

“Feeding Penang will become
the direction catalyst for the state
to be sustainable in the future,” he
added.

He said that to carry out this
vision, human capital is also im-
portant to assist breeders and
agro-based entrepreneurs who
will continue to spearhead these
industries in future.

“Since 2015 till August 2018,
the state government has allo-
cated a total of RM750,000 for
Tabung Usahawan Tani. Till April
2019, a total of 131 agro-based

of income

entrepreneurs have benefitted
from this programme which has
received encouraging response.”

Touching on health issues, Dr
Afif said dengue is likely to
spread in big towns.

“Till April 6, a total of 2,173
dengue cases were recorded for
2019, compared to 1,066 cases
at the same period in 2018, which
is an increase of 1,107 cases
(103.85%)

“A total of eight deaths were
recorded compared to one last
year.

“The state government is al-
ways continuing its efforts to
curb the spread of the disease,”
he added.

Dr Afif urged all parties con-
cerned to work together with the
state government and the state
Health Department in this initia-
tive.

“It is not fair and appropriate
that the whole responsibility is
being shifted to the state govern-
ment.

“The Penang government had
earlier adopted the ‘Crush Aedes
Totally’ system to help the pro-
cess of dengue control by the
state Health Department.”

private sectors to establish a child-
care centre at workplaces.”

Chong Eng said the Women,
Family and Community Develop-
ment Ministry has allocated RM10
million to develop childcare cen-
tres in government departments
and agencies.

To date, a total of 56 childcare
centres have been granted assis-
tance throughout the country.

“The Penang government,
through PWDC, has set up Taska
D’Komtar to provide childcare
services for government employ-
ees in 2013 and also approved
subsidy of nursery fees at the
workplace of RM180 per month
for those qualified. Taska
D’Komtar currently runs at full

capacity.”

In addition, Chong Eng said the
ministry has formed a task force to
assess the suitability of placing all
pre-school nursery centres, taska
and kindergartens under one roof.

“Childcare centres will defi-
nitely help women stay in the
working field as well as increase
parent productivity when they
work with dedication and the
knowledge that their children are
in a safe place.

“In such circumstances, I rec-
ommend all departments and agen-
cies at federal, state and local
levels to work together to facilitate
the establishment of childcare
centres so that women can con-
tinue to work,” she added.

PIA achieves 1.3 million passenger
movement in two months

THE Penang International
Airport (PIA) continues to
draw foreign and domestic pas-
sengers to the state; achieving
a total of 1,310,465 passenger
flow in January and February
this year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said domestic passenger
movement recorded 713,165
while foreign passenger move-
ment registered 597,300.

“The PIA recorded 7.79 mil-
lion passenger movement last
year, beyond the airport’s 6.5
million capacity per annum.

“The Transport Ministry and
Malaysia Airports Holdings
Berhad (MAHB) are currently
planning to upgrade and ex-
pand the airport. As of now, the
proposed expansion is 12 mil-
lion passenger flow per year,”
Chow said when replying to an
oral question by Goh Choon
Aik (PH-Bukit Tambun) during
the State Legislative Assembly
sitting on April 29.

Chow said the airport expan-
sion and upgrading works were
scheduled to begin in June next
year and would take 36 months
to complete.

He said two companies —
Consortium CPG Consultants
Pte Ltd and AHS Architects

Sdn Bhd — were appointed by
MAHB on Feb 15 via open
tender as project consultants.

“The project consultants are
responsible for proposing an
expansion and upgrading plan,
and to come out with the best
design for the project before
submitting them to MAHB and
the ministry.

“Meanwhile, construction of
the multi-storey parking com-
plex at the airport started last
August and will take 14 months
to complete.

“Some 1,800 parking spaces
will be available to airport
visitors upon the completion of
Block A (Phase One),” Chow
said.

Chow urged the Transport
Ministry to conduct a detailed
study on the proposed Kulim
International Airport (LTAK).

“According to two reports by
LTAK project consultant who
conducted a feasibility study of
the project, LTAK will have a
negative impact on PIA and
Penang.

“It is important for the
Transport Ministry to conduct
a detailed study on the pro-
posed LTAK so that the pro-
posal could benefit all parties,”
Chow said.
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Digital is the way forward
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MAKING Penang a smart state
is to drive people to take advantage
of'the digital era of economics that
will affect all aspects of human
life, said state Domestic and Inter-
national Trade, Consumer Affairs
and Entrepreneur Development
Committee chairman Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain.

He said this was in line with one
of the main themes of Penang2030
vision - to upgrade the state’s
economy and increase household
income.

“It can be done by encouraging
people to engage in business, be-
sides helping existing entrepre-
neurs to develop their industry,”
he said during his winding-up
speech at the state legislative as-
sembly sitting at Dewan Sri Pinang
on May 2.

“They are not only encouraged
to venture into business but to-
gether with even existing entrepre-
neurs need to be exposed to digital
economy.

“I also welcome the announce-
ment by the Chief Minister (Chow

Kon Yeow) on the establishment
of Digital Penang to drive the
digital economy of Penang.

“Astudy carried out by Penang
Institute showed that the use of
ecommerce in Penang has not
even achieved 5% though most of
the things now involve digital
technology. These are the chal-
lenges that entrepreneurs and
business experts are facing. Pen-
ang is still left behind in the e-
commerce world.”

Abdul Halim said at the state
executive council meeting, some
strategies have been set to help the
development of small and medium
entrepreneurs.

One such initiative was
when Penang Interna-
tional Halal Hub,
USM and Perdasama
took part in a signing
ceremony for Crea-
tive Digital Market
Strategy pro-
gramme for E-com-
merce Business on
March 5.

The pro-
gramme involves
a total of 100 stu-
dents with 21 en-
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trepreneurs from Perdasama.

Its target is to attract 500 par-
ticipants for the digital marketing
training or course this year.

Abdul Halim said another ini-
tiative was to provide micro

credit loans through “Skim Pinja-
man Harapan (SPH)” by Penang
Development Corporation (PDC)
for qualified aspiring entrepre-
neurs.

Other initiatives include form-
ing Penang Automation Cluster
(PAC) in Batu Kawan Industrial
Area to start operation in August
and providing a Customer Friend-
ly Programme known as “Santai
Peniaga”.

On a suggestion by Nor Hafizah
Othman (BN-Permatang Beran-
gan) that the state government
build a business centre in Perma-
tang Berangan where it would be
convenient for small traders to

operate their businesses, Abdul
Halim said it would be
taken into account to cre-
ate more business prem-
ises in the future.
He, however, noted
that the Tasek Gelugor
public market in Per-
matang Berangan has
atotal of 97 premises
but only 55 premises
are being occupied.
“To date, MPSP
(Seberang Perai
Municipal Coun-

cil) has no plans to build stalls or
shops in the Permatang Berangan
constituency. However, MPSP has
provided a total of 31 additional
places to place unlicensed traders
around the Tasek Gelugor public
market,” he explained.

On international and domestic
trade to further boost Penang’s
economy, he said the state govern-
ment had approved the application
by the Penang Port Commission
to gazette the North Butterworth
Container Terminal (NBCT) as the
Free Commercial Zone (FCZ).

The existing FCZ is at Butter-
worth Deep Water Wharves, which
has an area of 56.6 hectares. It has
been gazetted since June 20, 1996.

With NBCT now a FCZ area,
Abdul Halim said its strategic lo-
cation would enable the port to
attract foreign direct investment
(FDI) to Penang, provide a stable
economy, add value and create
more job opportunities.

Over RM245m for flood mitigation projects

THE Penang government is
the only state in the country to
allocate a huge allocation for
flood mitigation projects, says
Public Works, Utilities and
Flood Mitigation Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari.

According to Zairil, the
state’s long-term priority was
to tackle flood woes.

He said the huge allocation
given could be seen through a
sum of RM245,674,526.20 for
86 mitigation projects that
were being carried out in the
state.

“I’m pretty sure no state
government in the country has
provided such a huge portion
of allocation to tackle flood
woes,” the Tanjung Bungah
assemblyman said in his wind-
ing-up speech at the State
Legislative Assembly in De-
wan Sri Pinang on May 2.

Floods have become a con-
tentious issue especially for
residents in low-lying areas in
Jalan P. Ramlee, Sungai Pinang
and Air Itam.

Zairil pointed out that Pen-
ang now has not been sidelined
in terms of obtaining funds for

flood mitigation purposes from
Putrajaya compared to previ-
ous years since the change of
government.

“Funds for the Sungai
Pinang flood mitigation pro-
ject, which were applied for
more than 20 years, have also
been approved,” he added.

On Daniel Gooi Zi Sen’s
(PH-Pengkalan Kota) call for
the state government to focus
on developing pedestrian’s
walkways, Zairil responded
that the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) was now
working on a “pedestrian-
friendly city” on the island.

“In fact, MBPP has allo-
cated funds to upgrade or build
a better connection of pedes-
trian walkways in the city
every year. The council has
also instructed each develop-
ment to adhere to the proce-
dures of constructing a proper
walkway.

“From 2008 till early this
year, 30.92km of walkways
been constructed in the city,”
said Zairil.

MBPP has also launched a
“Pedestrian is King 2.0” cam-

paign to make the island a
pedestrian-friendly city.

On another matter, Zairil
said 36 compounds and five
notices have been issued to the
pig rearers on the mainland for
waste discharge which caused
river pollution.

The Seberang Perai Munici-
pal Council (MPSP) together
with the Veterinary Depart-
ment and Department of Envi-
ronment (DOE) had launched
an operation at the farms in
Kampung Selamat from April
18 to 21.“The farm owners
have been advised to follow
the discharge procedures,” he
added.

Meanwhile, Zairil said the
Penang Free Wifi service has
been temporarily discontinued
since Feb 13 for service up-
grading work.

However to improve con-
nectivity of the network, the
state was now calling for a
Request for Proposal (RFP)
from any interested parties.

“We want to ensure Penan-
gites benefit from this service
at a minimal cost initiated by
us,” he said.
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LOW-cost and low medium-
cost homes have to be built at
the expense of the developers
and state government, says
Penang Housing, Local Gov-
ernment, Town and Rural De-
velopment Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh.

“There are many who still
cannot afford even low-cost
unit of RM42,000 and yet they
want to raise the price. We can-
not (allow that),” he said when
delivering his winding-up
speech at the state legislative
assembly sitting at the Dewan
Sri Pinang on May 2.

The Datok Keramat assem-
blyman said the state govern-
ment has always been a caring
government, looking at the
housing needs of Penangites,
in particular the B40 (bottom
40% low income) and M40
(middle income) groups.

Since 2008, Jagdeep said a
total of 102,052 low-cost, low
medium-cost and affordable
homes have either been built
(29,959 units), in the process
of being built (23,567) or be-
ing approved to be built
(48,054).

“This figure clearly shows
we have surpassed our com-
mitment of building 76,000
units in our manifesto. The
Penang government, through
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Ensuring delivery of
cheaper homes

the Penang Development Cor-
poration (PDC), has also
planned to build 18 projects on
government land. This year is
the year of delivery.

“On a conservative estimate,
we can have 8,000 units for the
three categories each year. So,
by 2030 we will have 180,000
such units. I hope that by 2030,
I can still be here (in the state
assembly) to announce this
achievement.”

He said he had been encour-
aging developers to build units
below RM500,000 as statistics
have shown there is demand
for affordable homes costing a
maximum RM300,000 on the
island and RM250,000 on the
mainland.

Apart from the People’s
Housing Project (PPR) for the
poor being built by the federal
government, Jagdeep said the
state has already identified two
projects that may be converted
to “Rent-to-Own” schemes.

One project is in Balik Pulau
and another in Seberang Perai.

On the Taman Manggis is-
sue, Jagdeep said the state
government had to take action
as the evicted PPR residents
were no longer qualified to
stay there.

It became a national issue as
some residents staged a sit-in

Jag;deep and MPSP president Datuk Rozali Mohamud having a
discussion during the break at the state assembly sitting.

protest in Komtar for about
four days in March.

Jagdeep said of the 120,000
PPR units in the country, Pen-
ang received only 999 units.

However under the new Pa-
katan Harapan government, a
PPR project for 2,000 units
would be built in Sungai
Pinang.

He said the state took the
complaints of residents about
the presence of many foreign
workers in their residential
areas seriously.

To curb social problems,
Jagdeep said the state has to
continue building workers’

State lifting Penang’s hawker culture

AFTER successfully promoting
George Town as a Unesco World
Heritage site, the Penang govern-
ment is aiming at introducing the
hawker culture of Penang to Une-
sco’s Representative Lists of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said the state’s hawker culture was
different compared to Singapore.

“Our hawker culture is rather
unique. We can still find hawker
stalls by the roadside, with people
patronising them.

“We hope to attract more tourists
to Penang, which is well-known as
a food haven,” Yeoh said in his
winding-up speech at the State
Legislative Assembly sitting in
Dewan Sri Pinang on May 2

Yeoh said the state hoped to
cooperate with Singapore in this
initiative.

“The state, through my office,
has submitted an official letter to
the Department of National Herit-
age and the Tourism, Arts and
Culture Ministry to express our
interest.

“We hope the authorities can
group Malaysia and Singapore
under one umbrella to introduce the
‘hawker culture’,” Yeoh said.

Lee Khai Loon (PH-Machang
Bubuk) agreed with state’s effort in
highlighting the hawker culture or
risk losing out.

Lee asked further on why Pen-
ang’s famous foods did not receive
Michelin star ratings despite being
well-known as a food paradise
among locals and tourists.

Yeoh said the state government

was committed in this effort to
recognise the state’s local foods.

Yeoh lauded Komtar assembly-
man Teh Lai Heng’s suggestion to
promote the night market.

The Night Market Master Plan
suggestion was a way forward to
promote tourism as many tourists
opt to visit them when in Penang.

“These famous night markets
are in Batu Ferringhi, and Espla-
nade and we would strive to pro-
mote these places to maintain the
unique local culture,” Yeoh added.

On medical tourism in the state,
Yeoh said Penang Center of Medi-
cal Tourism (PMED) has been set
up to develop the sector.

Currently, there are a total of 16
hospitals under PMED which are
actively involved in promoting
Penang in the northern region as a
medical tourism hub.

dormitories.

The first workers’ dorm-
intory, which was completed
in Bukit Minyak this year, has
6,600 beds. Six other projects
have been approved.

On illegal dumping of waste
materials in Seberang Perai,
Jagdeep said the local au-
thorities have to come down

hard on the culprits.

Where cleanliness at public
eating premises is concerned,
he said he has instructed MPSP
and MBPP to strive to achieve
Grade A and B status within a
year.

Jagdeep said Penang would
be the first state to introduce a
‘Smart Parking System’ in
August this year with Phase
One involving 647 lots under
MBPP in George Town and 350
lots under MPSP in Lorong
Langsat and Jalan Icon City in
Seberang Perai.

Eventually, all the 36,000
parking lots in the state (12,000
under MBPP and 24,000 under
MPSP) would have parking
sensors within two years after
the first phase is completed.

To park their vehicles, users
need to download an app in
their mobile phone as payment
is made through e-wallet, in
line with a cashless society.




THE Penang government will liaise with the
Football Association of Penang (FAP) to
consider a proposal to set up a state women’s
football team - the first in Malaysia if it mate-
rialises.

“We will also discus with FAP to establish
awomen’s football league, a women’s football
academy and a special training centre to de-
velop women’s football at the grassroots
level,” state Youth and Sports Committee
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. Women’s football

team 1n the works

chairman Soon Lip Chee said in
his winding-up speech at the state
legislative assembly sitting at
Dewan Sri Pinang on May 2.

Soon, however, said whether
this would become a reality de-
pended much on the financial
standing of FAP and the setting
up of a special fund for women’s
football development.

He also revealed that last
year, the state government spent
RM7.9 million to help FAP settle
their arrears. This year, the state government
has approved a sum of RMS5 million to help
FAP run their affairs.

The Penang team finished second last in
the Super League in 2018 and got demoted to
the Premier League.

FROGRAM JAMINAN KESELAMATAN
PAKANAN

PREMIS PEMPROSESAN

PENGIKTIRAF AN

PENGEDARAN DAN PENGANGKUTAN

In a reply to a
question by Bertam
assemblyman Khal-
iq Mehtab Mohd
Ishaq, Soon said he
would hold adiscus-
sion with the Pen-
ang State Sports
Council, Seberang
Perai Municipal
Council and the
Youth and Sports
Department on the
setting up of floodlights at the Bertam MPSP
Sports Complex.

On another matter, Soon said the plan to
build a nine-court badminton hall in Nibong
Tebal was being finalised.

The “Sports For All’ programme that was
initiated this year with the promotion of one
sport every month would be continued until
all 44 sports were covered.

Soon said the 12 sports selected for this
year were chess (January), basketball (Febru-
ary), softball (March), netball (April), e-
Sports (May), handball (July), karate (Au-
gust), wushu (September), floorball (Octo-
ber), petanque (November) and judo (Decem-
ber).

One of the highlights for Penang this year
is playing host to the Olympic Carnival 2019
on June 23 in conjunction with Olympic Day
celebration.

Soon said Penang was proud to be given

the honour by the Olympic Council of Malay-
sia to play Olympic Carnival host for the first
time.

He said four sports, namely badminton
(MBPP Sports Complex in Relau), volleyball,
sepak takraw (both at Azman Hashim Sports
Arena in USM) and tenpin bowling (Aspira-
tion Centre in Sunshine Square and MMBC
Megamall in Perai) would be held from June
12 to 22.

The carnival will culminate with a Family
Skm Funwalk (flag-off at 5.30pm) at the Es-
planade on June 23. There will also be the
lighting up of ‘Flames of Olympic’ following
a torch run at 8pm.

Soon said with the fast development of
e-sports, Penang would also be preparing a
team to take part in the inaugural e-sports event
in Johor Sukma next year.

On youth programmes, he said the Penang
Youth Development Corporation (PYDC)
held a learning and knowledge sharing music
programme for the youths here with the Shih
Chien University in Taiwan last December.

Soon said PYDC also would be working
with Penang Skills Development Corporation
and a foreign research institute to carry out an
‘Innovation Leadership Training Programme’,
‘R&D Management and Innovation and In-
ternational Internship Programme’.

“With such programmes, our youths can
then move forward with the present eco-
nomic demands. That is also the wish of the
state heading towards a smart city,” Soon said.

Quest to stop use of single-use plastic

THE Penang government is determined
to put a stop to the use of single-use plas-
tic in the state.

Welfare, Caring Society and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Phee Boon Poh
said the state government has implement-
ed the “No To Plastic Straw” campaign as
the initial approach.

“Penang’s ‘No To Single-Use Plastic’
campaign is in line with Malaysia’s road-
map towards Zero Single-Use Plastic
(2018-2030) launched by the Ministry of
Energy, Science, Technology, Environ-
ment and Climate Change,” said Phee
during his winding-up speech at the state
assembly sitting on May 2.

“Basically, the ‘No To Plastic Straw’
campaign will use the ‘phasing out’ ap-
proach.

“All premises that provide drinks and
food are automatically involved in the
campaign.

“Food and beverage premises are no
longer permitted to provide a space where
customers can get access to plastic straws.

“Plastic straws will only be given to
customers upon their request and will not
be given by default to them each time they
purchase food or drinks.

“The premises (food and beverage) are

allowed and also encouraged to use ‘sub-
stitute items’ to replace plastic straws such
as those made from organic materials.”

Apart from that, Phee also gave update
on the Mutiara Food Bank which accord-
ing to him has benefited 36,215 people.

After two years of implementing the
programme, it has successfully collected
738 tonnes of food consisting of vegeta-
bles (559 tonnes) and dry items (179
tonnes).

“The scope of the programme has also
been extended to institutes of higher learn-
ing through the ‘Food Bank Siswa’ pro-
gramme with the cooperation of Yayasan
Food Bank Malaysia, “ added Phee.

Phee also spoke on “Empowering The
Streets Citizens” programme initiated by
the state government with regard to the
welfare of the homeless in Penang.

“The main goal of the ‘Empowering
The Street Citizens’ programme is to help
and empower the homeless people in Pen-
ang.

“The state government through the
Penang Island City Council (MBPP) is in
the process of building a transit centre in
Lot 19, Jalan C.Y. Choy to place the home-
less as well as serve as an activity centre
for senior citizens, ““ Phee said.
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Undersea tunnel project in
‘final stage’ of feasibility study

THE state technical consultant for
the proposed Penang Undersea Tun-
nel project, HSSI Sdn Bhd, has re-
viewed the feasibility study report
given by project delivery partner
Consortium Zenith Construction Sdn
Bhd (CZC).

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
(PH-PadangKota) said the review
was forwarded to CZC last month.

“The company has to make the
necessary amendments before the
draftis finalised and approved by the

state government.

“HSSI was appointed in 2014 to
assess the claims and designs by
CZC,” Chow said when replying to
an oral question by Mohd Yusni Mat
Piah (PAS-Penaga) during the State
Legislative Assembly sitting on May
3.

Chow said the proposed tunnel
project was in its “final stage” of the
feasibility study.

“We have not made any payment
to CZC for the tunnel’s feasibility

study report as of now.

“We will only make the pay-
ment after the final draft is con-
firmed by the technical consultant
and presented to us for approval,”
Chow said.

Mohd Yusni had questioned the
status of the undersea tunnel pro-
ject and amount incurred so far.

He had also asked if the anti-
graft agency was investigating the
project and whether the project
would be halted if any procedures

were violated.

Chow said the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission (MACC)
had launched an investigation into the
project in the first quarter of last year.

“We have given our fullest coop-
eration to the commission,” he said,
adding the project was still ongoing.

On a separate note, Chow said
the Penang government had intro-
duced an incentive to assist school
bus operators since 2016.

“A sum of RM600 is given to

those registered with the Land
Public Transport Agency (APAD).
The aim is to reduce the financial
burden of school bus operators.

“A total of RM1,214,100 has
been given out to the operators
since 2016,” he said to an oral
question by Zulkifli Ibrahim (PH-
Sungai Acheh).

Emergency response plan to preserve hfe, environment

THE Penang government will be
working out an Emergency Re-
sponse Plan to ensure that public
safety, public health and preserva-
tion of the environment are ob-
served and complied with during
the process of project construction
and operation.

The plan will outline conditions
to be complied with during emer-
gency crisis caused by natural
disasters, accidents and human
negligence.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the proposed plan
would be in line with the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Act 1994.

“The plan prioritises life-sav-
ing, public health, environment
and natural resources, socio-eco-
nomic development, culture as
well as public and private proper-
ties.

“A special emergency response

committee will be set up to moni-
tor and to ensure that infrastructure
projects under the Penang Trans-
port Master Plan (PTMP) comply
with the Emergency Response
Plan,” Chow said when replying
to an oral question by Ong Khan
Lee (PH-Kebun Bunga) during the
State Legislative Assembly sitting
on April 29.

He added that the committee
would be working with the gov-
ernment agencies such as the De-
partment of Environment, Depart-
ment of Occupational Safety and
Health, the police, Fire and Rescue
Department, hospitals, state local
governments and other technical
agencies.

Chow, state elected
representatives and those who
attended the State Legislative
Assembly sitting taking a short
break.

Over 4,500 acres of land in Batu Kawan still under PDC

THE Penang Development Cor-
poration (PDC) has a total land area
0f4,525.9 acres (1,831.5ha) in Batu
Kawan, East Batu Kawan, South
Penang Science Park (SPSP) and
Byram under its care.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who is also PDC chairman, said the
industries planned for the Batu
Kawan Industrial Park (BKIP) and
SPSP were more focused on “pro-
moted industries” like electrical and
electronic (E&E), light emitting
diodes (LED), medical devices,
aerospace, semiconductor, automo-
tive and other related activities.

He also gave a breakdown of the
land size when responding to a
question by Goh Choon Aik (PH
— Bukit Tambun), who wanted to
know how much land PDC still
possessed in those areas, its devel-
opment plans and whether there

would be a Batu Kawan Transport
Master Plan during the state assem-
bly sitting at Dewan Sri Pinang on
May 2.

The PDC land available in the
areas mentioned is Batu Kawan
(2,946.7 acres for mixed develop-
ment, industrial park and affordable
housing), East Batu Kawan (622.6
acres for mixed development, vari-
ous industries), South Penang Sci-
ence Park (173.7 acres for various
industries) and Byram (782.7 acres
for various industries).

Chow said the estimated invest-
ment value for each sector in Batu
Kawan is as follows:

1) In the industrial sector, a total
of RM10 billion is expected to be
generated by multinational compa-
nies (MNCs) as well as companies
from BIKP until March 2019.

2) In the business sector, a total

of RM17.8 billion is recorded based
on the agreements that had been
signed.

3) In the housing sector, PDC
had carried out Suria 1 affordable
homes in which the development
cost is about RM 135 million and is
expected to begin the next phase
(Suria 2) at end of the year at a cost
of RM 127 million.

Chow said although PDC did not
have a Batu Kawan Transport Mas-
ter Plan, it had carried out traffic and
integrated public transport studies
at Bandar Cassia.

“The Traffic Impact Assessment
(TIA) report, which had been ap-
proved by Seberang Perai Munici-
pal Council on Dec 5 last year, will
be used as a guide for public trans-
port implementation at Bandar
Cassia in Batu Kawan,” he ex-
plained.
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Public opinion sought on
conservation of Dewan Sri Pinang

Pix by Law Suun Ting

GEORGE Town Conservation
and Development Corporation
(GTCDC) and the Penang govern-
ment are considering various op-
tions to conserve Dewan Sri
Pinang.

Completed in 1972, Dewan Sri
Pinang was one of the earliest
examples of a tropical modernistic
architecture in Penang.

GTCDC director Hamdan Ab-
dul Majid said a conservation
management plan was being un-
dertaken to provide the state, facil-
ity managers, funders and users
with guidelines for the future use
of the building.

GTCDC is a tripartite partner-
ship between the Penang govern-
ment’s Chief Minister Incorpo-
rated (CMI), Think City Sdn Bhd
and Aga Khan Trust for Culture.

It was set up to improve the
public realm following the George
Town Special Area Plan.

Hamdan said Dewan Sri Pinang
was governed under the George
Town Special Area Plan and listed
as a Category II heritage building.

“The aim is to rejuvenate De-
wan Sri Pinang through conserva-
tion efforts. We have three re-
newal options,” he said.

|

Farizan (right) and Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin
Abdul Rahman (left) looking at the Conservation Management Plan

of Dewan Sri Pinang.

Option One states minimal in-
tervention that includes repro-
gramming of existing spaces such
as reinstating the library, enlarging
the art gallery, creation of flexible
auditorium space with an experi-
mental theatre and box seating;
and reinstatement of the former
sea-facing balcony restaurant.

Meanwhile, Option Two states
modest intervention that focuses
on new spaces and circulation,
notably a larger ground floor func-

tion space; creation of a flexible
auditorium space with an experi-
mental theatre and box seating;
extension of the first floor facing
the sea for a digital library; crea-
tion of a semi-outdoor food court;
an an option for a new foyer link-
ing to the Town Hall and City Hall.

As for Option Three, it is an
expanded version of Option Two
that includes a further extension
of the building towards the sea-
front, including a larger perform-
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ing arts space and third floor
space for office tenants.

“We are gathering feedback
from the public. This display at
Dewan Sri Pinang will be avail-
able until the end of the State
Legislative Assembly sitting,” he
told a press conference at Dewan
Sri Pinang on April 30.

The public display at Dewan
Sri Pinang ended on May 3.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said GTCDC was focusing
on conservation works at the north
seafront of George Town.

“The north seafront includes
Dewan Sri Pinang, Medan Renong
food court, Light Street, Fort
Cornwallis, Jalan Tun Syed Sheh
Barakbah and the Esplanade.

“Conservation works are now
ongoing at Fort Conwallis, the
upgrading works for the Espla-
nade field was completed two
years ago, the seawall is also being

restored. The old Fountain Garden
has also undergone a facelift,”
Chow said.

On plans for the east seafront,
Chow said GTCDC was working
with consultants and experts to
come out with a master plan to
conserve and develop the area.

“The east seafront includes the
Swettenham Pier Cruise Terminal,
Pengkalan Raja Tun Uda ferry
terminal, and some godowns in
Weld Quay.

“The master plan will be intro-
duced when it is completed,” he said.

Also present at the press con-
ference were state executive
council members Jagdeep Singh
and Zairil Khir Johari, and State
Secretary Datuk Seri Farizan
Darus.

(From right) Air Itam assemblyman Joseph Ng, Berapit assemblyman
Heng Lee Lee and Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai Heng enjoying
durians during the Penang Durian Festival 2019 pre-launch event.

It’s time to enjoy the King
of Fruits ... fresh

THE durian season is around the
corner and tourists should not miss
the chance to visit Penang to sat-
isfy their durian cravings.

Health, Agriculture and Agro-
Based Industry and Rural Devel-
opment Committee chairman Dr
Afif Bahardin said the durian
season in Penang would last for
about two months.

“Travel companies have vari-
ous durian tour packages to attract
tourists to Penang during this pe-
riod.

“There are durian suppliers who
export durians to countries such as
China. It requires various pro-

cesses such as deep freezing, to
preserve the fruit.

“We invite the tourists to come
and enjoy fresh durian from or-
chards or from the suppliers in the
state,” Dr Afif told a press confer-
ence in Dewan Sri Pinang on April
30.

Visitors at Dewan Sri Pinang
had a sweet surprise that day after
they were given a free durian treat
during the Penang Durian Festival
2019 pre-launch event.

State elected representatives,
government officers, civil servants
and media practitioners enjoyed
their favourite fruit to the fullest.
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Governor Tun Abdul
Rahman Abbas inspecting the
guard of honour on the first
day of the State Legislative
Assembly sitting.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

YB... State executive

council member Jagdeep
Singh celebrating his 48th
birthday during lunch break

at the State Legislative o

Assembly in Dewan Sri = — e e e —

Pinang. —_——
Assembly Speaker Datuk Law —
HARD AT WORK... Choo Kiang and State Secretary
Reporters working on Datuk Seri Farizan Darus taking
their stories during the a group photo with the media
State Legislative Assembly in  Practitioners on the first day of
Dewan Sri Pinang. the State Legislative Assembly.
ALL TOGETHER... YUMMY STUFF... Those
Penang Governor Tun on duty waiting in line
Abdul Rahman Abbas, for delicious ais kacang - . >
Chief Minister Chow Kon during lunch break at the State o S

Yeow, State Legislative Legislative Assembly sitting.
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Quest for Tamil secondary school continues

Story by Tanushalini
Morote
Pix by Alvie Cheng

PRIOR to GE14, Penang and
the federal government were
on opposite sides of the fence.

With Pakatan Harapan (PH)
taking over Putrajaya in GE14,
both are now on the same
page, thus removing some of
the “obstacles” to the state’s
plans and programmes.

“Prior to GE14, the state
government did not share a
close relationship with the
federal government as we were
the ‘opposition’ back then but
now we are able to work close-
ly together.

“For instance, we have good
co-operation with the state
education department and the
working relationship is there,”
said Deputy Chief Minister II
Prof Dr P. Ramasamy during a
brief chat on April 16.

Among the promises in
PH’s manifesto was the setting
up of a Tamil secondary school
in Penang.

Since 2012, the state gov-

ernment has allocated a piece
of land for a Tamil secondary
school to be built in Batu
Kawan - which would be a
first in the state.

Ramasamy hopes that the
Pakatan Harapan’s manifesto
for Penang can be realised
with the change of government
at the federal level.

“My first hope is to see our
‘fight’ for a Tamil secondary
school in Penang is fulfilled
with the cost of development
(building of the school) borne
by the federal government.

“We made the promise when
the Finance Minister Lim
Guan Eng was still the Chief
Minister,”” he said.

Besides that, Ramasamy,
who holds the portfolio of
economic planning, education,
human resources and science,
technology & innovation,
stated that the state govern-
ment is giving emphasis to the
development of human capital
by empowering its education
sector.

“Penang wants to move be-
yond ‘unskilled’ employment

as there is a need to increase
the pool of skilled labour.
“We want to ensure that
Penangites as well as Malay-
sians are equipped with the
necessary technical skills in
line with the Industrial 4.0.
“There is a need to build up
the ‘skill level’ in Penang with
regard to workforce as there
are only 32% of skilled work-
ers in Penang whereas at na-
tional level it is around 30%.
“That is why it is important
to emphasise on skilled based
education programmes such as
TVET (Technical and Voca-
tional Education Training) so
that Penangites and Malay-
sians as a whole can move up
the economic ladder.
“Even if you come out
from university, you need
to be skilled to be able to
fit into to the demand of
the industries, and for
that you must go for
‘real training’,” add-
ed Ramasamy.
“Talking about
the industries,
we are now

moving towards high-end in-
dustries which produce high-
end products and this requires
high level of skills.

“So the target is how do we
create this skilled workforce?
That is why we created the
Science Council, Pen- .
ang Tech Dome, Pen-
ang Digital Library
and are conducting
various classes re-
lated to the STEM
field.
“Even-

tually we have no choice but
to embrace digitisation and
bring these skills to school
students at primary and sec-
ondary level,” he said.
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Fulfilling promises, =7
building a future v

IN this second of our series to mark the first anniversary of the
Pakatan Harapan (PH) state government following last May’s general election
(GE14), Buletin Mutiara spoke to the Chief Minister and state exco
members on the promises made in the PH manifesto.
Part three will appear in the next issue of Buletin Mutiara.

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

DEVELOPING smart cities is
happening all over the world.

It is a journey where cities be-
come more connected and net-
worked using technology and data
analytics.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said Penang was also heading to-
wards the direction of transforming
into a smart state.

“The local councils do not want
to be left behind in this journey. It is
happening all over the country and
the world.

“Our local councils want to be
part of this experience and they hope
to work with technology providers
to come up with smart initiatives.

“However, these smart initiatives
must be integrated and connected.
They must have a masterplan or an
integrated plan to roll out the various
initiatives (so that they complement
each other).

“The councils must nothave asilo
mentality. It will be costly if we do
things piecemeal. Smart initiatives
must be looked at holistically,” Chow

election promises.

“Even the state Opposition Lead-
er understands that the government
has one term to fulfil its promises.

“We have 68 promises to be ful-
filled and we have delivered around
65% of them after just one year.
There are some promises that are in
the process of being fulfilled, some
being reviewed and others awaiting
approvals such as the Penang Trans-
port Master Plan (PTMP).

“We will try our best to deliver
our promises on time,” he said.

Chow also said that history was
created when Penang became the
first state in the country to limit the
tenure of the Chief Minister to two
terms.

The Bill was tabled and passed at
the State Legislative Assembly last
November.

“Besides delivering what was
promised in the manifesto, it is also
aprocess to allow new leadership to
drive forward.

“I feel the period is sufficient for
a Chief Minister or a Mentri Besar
to work on his vision and bring
changes to the state and the people.

“I believe the successor would

—

Chow commented on
one of the PTMP com-
ponents as well as Con-
sortium Zenith Construc-
tion’s proposed three major roads

project, which are part of the 68
election promises.

He said the existing road network
could no longer cope with the in-
creased traffic.

On promoting a green state,
Chow said the community could
also play their role in greening Pen-
ang.

“It should not be solely dependent
on the government. The corporate
sector can work with the local com-
munities and the local councils to
plant saplings in areas that are ear-
marked by the local councils,” he
said.

The Penang government has
planted 274,000 saplings across the
state and is aiming to plant 100,000
more, as stated in the state election
manifesto.
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technology to keep Penang safer.

One of the 68 election promises
in the state’s Pakatan Harapan
manifesto was to install 1,000
CCTVs to make Penang safer.

As of January this year, the Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP) has
installed 767 CCTV units and was
planning to install 150 more.

The Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) has installed 130
units and was planning to set up

Chow also said the state managed
to appoint the state Opposition
Leader as the chairman of the State
Assembly’s Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC) without any problem,
thus fulfilling another election prom-
ise.

He added most development on
the island was centered at the north-
east coast due to the topography.

“Because of that, the Tun Dr Lim
Chong Eu Expressway serves as an
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our cities safer and this would be and exits from many directions, Mu::mu' Walaysia

welcomed by residents, tourists and
investors. Those visiting Penang
would be happy to come to a place
where they can feel safe,” he said.
Chow reiterated that the Penang
government has one term to fulfil its

hence, the capacity to cater to more
traffic is limited.

“We believe the proposed three
expressways and the Pan Island Link
1 (PIL1) highway can act as alterna-
tives to the existing road network,”
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MAY 16— 31,2019

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang

airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 9131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh

pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04-262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-2618745

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

M

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.01 PENAGA

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman m
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

m 04 -390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

m 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-5767606

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim

M

N.0O1 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04-228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad

jmmohamed002@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04 - 397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

mregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

(T

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.arifin@gmail.com

m 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT

YB Heng Lee Lee
b.e&ﬁ@qm_o&

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

}T; 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340
EPF 04-226 1000
SOCSO 04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Program-Program Emas

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung T) 04 - 507 5001 R
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 507 5001 Ir
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN L

YB Goh Choon Aik }B 8:11 - gg% g&?%g 4 é
N.19 JAWI i
YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163 f
jawi@dappg.org F) 04 - 594 3163 - ;ﬂ_,

M

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lbrahim

n21 n. heh@gmail.com

U]

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee

kebunbunga24@gmail.com

}T; 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

}T 04 -250 1522
F) 04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

FOUHIRAL ALK TRAS
-

RMZOO
‘one-off’

PRGN JERATAH
EHLRAT KEMATIAN WARDA DWAS & W) TURGLEL

RM1,000

‘one-off”

EMLESS

PROGRAM - PROGRAM EMA

[
T arvtars b mwnte rerpdih
BMLIO0 umtek palajer BT di
Babesk L Bk

J PINANG

FROD AR IWU TUMGAOAL |

Program-Program Emas Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

IFELALAR VIDILASICHAL TEMPATAR
et EAIOO i e
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MPSP 2019
Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390

A'ziss Zainal Abiddin 017 - 938 9192
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397
Pakianathan

Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2229
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113
Kirupanantha

Johnson a/I 012 - 424 5745
Anthonysamy

Kang Yau Chuang 010 - 829 3904

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
Kewarganegaraan
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai 019 - 457 2271
Tengah
5. Vadi Velan A/L Seberang Perai 011 - 1144 1816
Subramaniam Selatan
Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

Khong Chee Seong

011 -1522 6628

MBPP 2019 .
Nama Telefon
MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818

Kumaran A/L Krishnan

012 - 464 4697

Aidi Akhbal Mohamed Zainon

012 - 464 3004

Marshidaliza Marzuki

011 - 3929 9023

Azahari Aris

016 - 499 2580

Azli Ibrahim

011 - 2432 9007

Dr. Chee Heng Leng

017 - 333 9366

Francis a/l Joseph

012-474 3321

Gerald Mak Mun Keong

Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013 -770 1001
Nasir 013 - 503 3349
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456
Mohamad Nor

Mohamad Akmal Azhar 019 -518 5145
Ong Jing Cheng 012 -758 3779

016 - 445 5709

Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010- 505 5571

Harvindar Singh a/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250
Singh

Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276
Latifah Hussainsa 013 -436 1999

Nurliyana Mohd Ramzi

011 - 3922 4080

Nur Zarina Zakaria

011-1578 5098

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
016 - 452 6499 !
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Ong Kean Peng 012-629 1133 !
Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 5100075
Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 463 2787
Shahrudin Mohamed Sharriff 012 - 428 3160
Shung Yin Ni 012 - 413 9246

Tan Hooi Peng

012 - 498 6212

Ooi Yong Wooi 016-421 1196
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-380 7672
Tan Chee Teong 012 -4017718
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101
Tengku Rasidah Tengku 019 - 4731323
Kamarudin

Wong Chee Keet 012-4511312
Zaini Awang 019 -546 3115
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Tan Seng Keat 012-438 6191
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Vino Dini a/p Chandragason 016 - 439 9358
Pitchy

Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121
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Biriyani treat for
council 3D workers

THIRTY-ONE 3D (dirty, dan-
gerous, difficult) workers from the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) were feted to a nasi biri-
yani treat on April 30 at the Bite N
Eat Dindigul Biriyani Restaurant
at Penang Street in George Town.

Some 40 takeaway packets of
the biriyani rice were also prepared
for the cleaners who could not join
their colleagues at the dinner gath-
ering.

“It is our way of expressing our
appreciation for their hard work in
taking care of cleanliness in the
community.

“We do it during the eve of
Labour Day to show them that we
care for their untiring efforts,”
restaurant owner N.S.Y. Balan said
when met by the media at the din-
ner function.

Also present was the restau-
rant’s manager, J. Kapil Kumar.

Balan said this was the restau-
rant’s first treat for the MBPP
cleaners.

“We hope to do it yearly in
conjunction with Labour Day,” he
said, adding that the restaurant
opened for business about one and
half years ago.

Kapil (standing second from left)and Balan (fourth from left) posing for a group photograph with

some of the MBPP cleaners during the dinner function.

Tips Pemilihan Juadah D

@ ]

&8 Pilih pengendali makanan yang:

)
™\

pakai penutup kepala dan
d4pron yang persin

Kuku pendek dan
bersin

Tidak menggunakan tangan secara
langsung untuk menyentuh makanan

£

Tidak bersin atau batuk ke
arah makanan

Tips Pemilinan Gerai di

~9 @
Tidak memakai aksesori
di tangan

e )

) |

Luka di tanoan dibalut
sebaik-baiknya

& Pilin gerai yang:

Bersin dan jaun dari punca
pencemaran [lonokano dan
tong sampan)

£,

Fi

s

BEHAGLAN
EFEELAMATES B MLALITY MALENAN

Menutup makanan dengan
sempurna

F) BxKmHG ﬁ‘"' BKKMPutrajays

Pastikan ais disimpan dalam
bekas yang bersin

[

Educating on no-
plastic bag drive

Story by Danny Ooi

EDUCATION and enforcement
by both Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council (MBPP) would be a
more effective way to get the no-
plastic bag campaign underway,
chairman of the Welfare, Caring
Society and Environment committee
Phee Boon Poh said.

He added that from April 13, the
Wefare, Caring Society and Environ-
ment committee has appealed to the
people of Penang not to buy plastic
bags from supermarkets every Mon-
day, which is on a voluntary basis.

“We are going to start as soon as
possible because of Earth Day cele-
bration (on April 22) and then if
everything goes well, Penang may
impose that kind of ruling from July
1, subject to approval from the state
government,” Phee told the Buletin
Mutiara team during an interview
recently at his office in Komtar to
discuss the manifesto outlined by
Pakatan Harapan.

Environmental Issue

Phee said the plan to convert Pulau
Jerejak into a forest reserve was in its
final stages.

He also voiced his concern about
the existing procedure of planting
saplings, which he thinks can be
further improved

“We often hear of trees being
uprooted when there is a downpour.
Does the public question why this
happens?

“I recommend that the Forestry
Department should be consulted on
the issue of tree planting on the is-

land,” he said.

Phee also shared his opinion of
Tecoma saplings being planted by the
roadside at many places in the state.

“I would like to recommend that
these trees be planted at an empty
space like playgrounds and parks,
instead of by the roadside.

“The fallen leaves from the Te-
coma trees will pose a danger to
motorcyclists as they are slippery and
will obstruct vision when falling
down onto the road,” he said.

On a suggestion to plant “kayu
karas” saplings to enrich the natural
resources and also fruit trees in jungle
enclaves to enliven the ecosystem by
attracting birds, monkeys, squirrels
and others, Phee said they should be
looked into by the authorities con-
cemed.

He also voiced the need to ask for
funding totalling RM17 million for
road repairs in Cherok Tok Kun, due
to landslides.

Caring Society

Talking about the Penang CAT
Dialysis Centre in Southwest Dis-
trict (Balik Pulau), he said there
are now 14 machines running on
three shifts and serving 80 dialysis
patients..

“The state government plans to
open dialysis centres in five dis-
tricts within the Penang region in
the near future.

“Non-government organisa-
tions, like Bbruan Avitum Renal
Services Sdn Bhd (B Bruan) have
started a joint venture with the
state government since 2013 as
part of its corporate social respon-
sibility.”



STATE Tourism Develop-
ment, Heritage, Culture and
Arts Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin said Penang
Arts Week was the first initia-
tive carried out, when he took
over the exco office.

“The Arts Week started on
Penang island and was also
extended to Butterworth,”
Yeoh told Buletin Mutiara that
interviewed him about Pakatan
Harapan’s election manifesto
on April 26.

He added that the Arts Week

provided a platform for
local artists to show-
case their talents, be-
sides organising work-
shops and exhibitions in
shopping malls and other
relevant outlets.

Yeoh added that Pen-
ang is a melting pot for
festivities and celebra-
tions like Christmas,
Chinese New Year,
Hari Raya Puasa and
Deepavali.

“Normally our commit-

tee will integrate with one
partner during each celebra-
tion as part of our branding
exercise,” he added.

Penang Bridge
International Mara-
thon 2018

Yeoh said from feedback
received after the event,
most shortcomings were
due to human error.

“We wish to minimise
these errors, namely issu-
ing wrong size of T-shirts
to runners and failure of
runners to get medals and
L participation certifi-
cates.

N'EW'S

“We need to regain public
confidence to participate in the
marathon. For this year, we are
going to introduce PBIM 2019
Apps for runners,” he said.

Culture and Arts

There was a suggestion for
a Friendship City agreement to
be formed for Penang to im-
prove relationship with other
cities.

“This will help to strengthen
programmes and activities
within cities. Indirectly, it will
also help Penang in terms of
culture and arts,” Yeoh said.

“We hope this agreement
will be a reality soon.”

THE people’s expectations of
Pakatan Harapan (PH) are too
high, says state Agriculture,
Agro-based Industry, Rural
Development and Health
Committee chairman Dr Afif
Bahardin.

“But here in Penang we
are thankful as we have
some experience in ad-
ministrating the state
for 10 years,” he said
during a brief chat on
PH’s achievements as
per its manifesto for

\ Penang.
“I have been giv-
_ 9 en the chance to be
"\ the state assembly-
man for Seberang
Jaya and state exco

for a second term. Thus, I will
be using this opportunity to
carry on with my agenda,”
told the Buletin Mutiara team
on April 25.

According to Dr Afif, post
May 9, 2018 (14th General
Election), a good and holistic
co-operation has been formed
between state and federal
agencies.

He said the state govern-
ment will try to “amalgamate”
the Penang2030 vision initi-
ated by Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow with Pakatan Hara-
pan’s manifesto.

Seed Hub
Touching on the agriculture
sector, Dr Afif shared his plan

T

to make Penang the seed pro-
duction hub and also assure
the state’s food safety.

“The state government has
already collaborated with the
Department of Agriculture,
Department of Fisheries and
Veterinary Department on
this.”

State Food Safety Pol-
icy

Moving on to food safety,
Dr Afif said the Aquaculture
Industrial Zone at Penaga and
Agro Park Permatang Pauh are
two of the mega projects of
the state government in ensur-
ing the food safety policy

“Now we are planning the
development of Penang Agro
Valley together with the pri-
vate sector and Penang Re-
gional Development Author-
ity at Ara Kuda,” he said.

Incentives

As mentioned in the mani-
festo, the microcredit loan
scheme “Tabung Usahawan
Tani” is still being continued
and has been widened to de-
serving groups.

“The state government is
striving to help the agro-
based farmers and entrepre-
neurs as this is in our mani-
festo.”

Rural Development

Dr Afif affirmed that with
regards to the manifesto, the
aspect of rural development
will not be neglected and
programmes such as enhanc-
ing leadership qualities at
community level especially
the youngsters are being car-
ried out.

“The appointment of

High hopes on Pakatan Harapan- Afif

MPKK (Village Community
Management Council) has
been completed, whereby we
have increased the number of
MPKKs.

“A few MPKK members
will be sent to attend a di-
ploma course in MPKK man-
agement organised by the In-
stitute for Rural Advance-
ment.

“This is one of the aims in
our manifesto, that is empow-
ering the rural community. We
are also planning to train
youths as well as those
(youngsters) from rural areas
in leadership,” he said.

Welfare and Health

According to Dr Afif, the
free mammogram programme
implemented prior to GE-14
is still being carried out.

Meanwhile, he said that the
state government will con-
tinue implementing artificial
intelligence (AI) to combat
the dengue epidemic.

Hope

Dr Afif said the implemen-
tation of the smart card under
the “Healthy Penang Pro-
gramme”, which is also in the
manifesto, is still pending.

Through the smart card, the
state government will provide
a free healthcare scheme in
which RM300 will be credited
to families earning below
RM5,000 a month and RM150
to individuals (single) earning
below RM2,500 a month.

According to him, it was
postponed following the fed-
eral government’s similar
healthcare scheme - ‘Peduli
Kesihatan B40’ (PeKa B40)
scheme.
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International Women’s Day 2019
Campaign Have Touched More People

Participants at WIZ 2019 being briefed before the start of their

Inspiring young
Gen Z to drive the
technology of
tomorrow!

Generation Z students from
participating schools and colleges in
Penang were awed and inspired to
shatter the glass ceiling for women
in the field of Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics
(STEM) during “Women In Zcience’
or WiZ 2019 at Tech Dome, Komtar
recently. The two-day event was the
final event in the month-long state
International Women’s Day (IWD)
2019 calendar to celebrate and com-
memorate International Women’s
Day. The event drew nearly 700
students, comprising 77% girls and
23% boys, who participated in mul-
tiple STEM practical workshops
which were designed to stir and
capture their interest in STEM.

This is the third consecutive year
Tech Dome Penang and Penang
Women'’s Development Corporation
(PWDC) organised WiZ, to inspire
young women and girls to pursue
careers in STEM and thus achieve
gender balance in STEM. This
year’s strategic partners were Dell,
Intel, Motorola Solutions, UB Tech,
MyTriz, IEM, Wyse Time, and
Unimaker.

The Ministry of Education has
disclosed that only 45% of students
ventured into the Science field due
to lack of encouragement to pursue
the subject and inadequate exposure
to job opportunities. The global data
by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO) also showed wom-
en only made up 28% of the total
registered researchers worldwide
and the figure decreases higher in
the decision-making level. This
problem needs to be addressed as
gender equality is the key to a sus-

tainable and prospering society and
economy in our country.

Reaching gender balance in the
field of STEM not only creates a sup-
portive environment for young wom-
en and men to explore their scientific
talent but also promotes a level playing
field in terms of access to information,
education, and employment opportu-
nities that enable both genders to
complement each other.
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Mornth long
campaign with
exiciting events te
celebrate women

Hand in hand
with strategic
partners to

achieve
campaign
objectives

Coming from all
walks to life,
flooding places
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Gender Balance creates a better workd
Together #balanceforbetter
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' PENANG is sct to celebrate its
inaugural Family Day with a
wide array of family-themed
fie .+ activities to appeal to every seg-
i ment of society. Forums, inter-
vy A2, active games, storytelling, food
@B, Penang State Level Family Day exhibiion booths are planned
;‘2 :::;jgl: L‘E 00 ‘-;'"; = 4&?? Prln for the public to participate dur-
) v DB SO ing the event at Dewan Budaya,
Joins s Storyteling P Universiti Sains Malaysia
pr : Iﬁm Forum ' (USM) on June 15 from 8am to

Forum 4 pel [ Sesslon 1:

{ session: e jomiond  ssantol Anak Muda: 4pm.

Forum session ‘Plugged in
Parenting’ will focus on how to
raise a family in the rapidly
changing Digital Age while
‘Santai Anak Muda: Ke Alam
Dewasa’ provides the stage for
young panellists to share their
experiences of growing up and
their aspirations.

Parents and guardians can
participate in the family-tasked
activity to prepare morning tea
with their children in ‘Shared
Responsibility in a Family’ chal-
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Penang set for state inaugural
Family Day — June 15,2019

lenge. Participants can also
sign-up for the ‘Station Games’
where you can enjoy overcom-
ing obstacles placed around the
university compound!

In addition, renowned profes-
sional storytellers will lead the
‘Storytelling’ session. Children
who are shortlisted from a
90-seconds video clip submis-
sion, submitted to 016-856 1033
(PWDC) will have the chance to
present their stories to the audi-
ence in the languages of their
choice, English, Malay, Chi-
nese, and/or Tamil.

Registration for all activities
is free of charge, except for the
‘Station Games’. Register on-
line by scanning the QR code or
go to PWDC Facebook page.
Alternatively, visit PWDC office
at Level 47, KOMTAR during
office hours to sign up a registra-
tion form.

Come and celebrate as a fam-
ily!
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How should

Penang be In
the future?

Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad and Darwina
Mohd Daud

THE Penang2030 guide outlines
the vision, themes and strategic
initiatives for the state to move
forward.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said Penang2030 was an
approach that was undertaken
after a series of consultations and
stakeholders engagements.

“We want to encourage the
people to take part in realising
Penang2030. The people are re-
sponsible for their future. The
job of the Government is to ad-
vise, stimulate discussion, fa-
cilitate civic participation and
steer everyone towards a com-
mon goal.

“After the Penang2030 launch
last year, we have done various
discussions and sessions with the
stakeholders and the public.

“I have directed Penang Insti-
tute to help me collect and sum-
marise the issues that the people
are interested and concerned
about in Penang.

“Among the issues are hous-
ing, infrastructure, better net-
work coverage, more platforms
for people to voice their con-
cerns, greater 4P (public, private,
people and professional) partner-

—

ship, women empowerment,
gender inclusiveness, senior
citizens and welfare for the disa-
bled, and development in Se-
berang Perai.

“We have collected your
views and we hope that these
views can be transformed into
policies, programmes or pro-
jects; not only by the Govern-
ment but by private sector and
various organisations.

“Penang2030 is not my vision

Keeping hopes alive towards 2030

FOLLOWING the Pakatan
Harapan election victory in the
14th General Election on May 9
last year, former Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng took up the respon-
sibility as the Finance Minister,
while Chow Kon Yeow was sworn
in as the fifth Chief Minister of
Penang.

Months later, on Aug 28 last
year, Chow launched his vision for
Penang — Penang2030: A Family-
focused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation.

The Buletin Mutiara team gath-
ered some feedback from the
public on their hopes and the
state’s performances until now.

Jason Chee, 29, communi-
cations assis-
tant manager:

I wish the
Pakatan
Harapan state
or federal
government
can work on
issues such
as easing
burden of
PTPTN borrowers, giving stamp
duty waiver for first-time home
buyers, increasing minimum wage
and practising good governance. I
hope that the Penang government
will continue to improve the qual-

ity of life for Penangites, in line
with the Penang2030 vision.

S. Viswa-
nathan,
54, car sales-
man:

I heard that
the Road
Transport De-
partment (JPJ)
will be in-
creasing the
booking fees for normal plate
numbers from RM210 to RM310.
For special plate numbers, the fee
is expected to increase from
RM310 to RM810. The increase
in booking fees will burden car
buyers. I hope that the authorities
will look into this matter.

Kamarudin Haniff, 67, re-
tiree:

The Paka-
tan Harapan
governmentin | ¢
Penang is do- |
ing fine now,
but I am una-
ble to foresee
what would it
be like 10
years from -
now. We can hope that the state
government will do its best for our
future generation.

Frankie Chong, 58, com-
pany director

The Pa- |
katan Hara-
pan state
government
has done a
great job
since the
start (from
2008). The
state gov-
ernment has the desire to manage
and lead Penang well. However,
issues such as traffic congestion
need to be addressed. We need to
increase our public transport effi-
ciency.

The state has to look into in-
creasing job opportunities, creat-
ing investor-friendly environment
and policies, reducing the cost of
living and the cost of doing busi-
ness in Penang.

As for the national level, Paka-
tan Harapan must remember why
the rakyat voted them into office

. last year.

Aswirna Datuk Sukur, 39,

public relation senior executive:

I have seen improvements under
the Pakatan Harapan state govern-
ment. However, we have received
less support from some state as-
semblymen now as compared to
before they won the election.

Chow speaking at the Penang2030 guide launching ceremony at Loft 29 in Church Street Ghaut.

alone. It is the state government’s
vision and it must also be the
people’s vision,” Chow said in
his speech before launching the
Penang2030 guide at Loft 29 in
Church Street Ghaut on April 27.

He said that youth were also
given a strong voice through the
Penang Youth Development
Corporation (PYDC).

Chow said the state executive
council (exco) members were
part of this Penang2030 vision.

“The exco members have to
look into their portfolios and see
how they can transform some of
the issues into policies, pro-
grammes or projects to be imple-
mented so that we can achieve
the Penang2030 vision,” he said.

The state’s vision is Pen-

ang2030: A Family-focused
Green and Smart State that In-
spires the Nation.

Later during a press confer-
ence, Chow said he hoped the
Penang2030 guide would gener-
ate greater interest among stake-
holders from industries, organi-
sations and individuals.

“In a nutshell, the four themes
of Penang2030 focus on liveabil-
ity, economy, people and built-
environment. We believe it en-
compasses the whole spectrum
of development moving for-
ward,” he said.

The Penang2030 guide can be
downloaded at www.pen-
ang2030.com

For more details, e-mail to
secretariat@penang2030.com

Premis makanan

Mangamalion Memyadiskan

pramin mekanes
yang Bandd Vg vl
k
Cara Memohon:

Sempronosike sals
e S
e eih st il Surgiion
keperiuan indhios

Lenghkaphan Borang Pemohonan BesSS yvang boleh diperolehi di
» Bahagiian Keselamatan Dan Kualiti Makanan (BKKM), Tinghat 35, KOMTAR
atan hubungi talian BKEMW: 04-262 5533,

s Pojabal Kesihatan Dacrah.

& Laman Welb: hitp://Isg.moh . gov.my.

Tiada sebarang caj dikenakan.
Pengiltirafan ini adalah PERCUMA.



18

eeping state

clean and green

Story by K.H. Ong

WHAT sort of world do we wish
to pass down to our children?

Certainly not one broken beyond
repair.

Of the several challenges con-
fronting humanity today, one of the
biggest is environmental issues.

In Penang, a government-linked
company, called the Penang Green
Council (PGC), was setup in 2011
to address and resolve environmen-
tal challenges.

Josephine Tan Mei Ling, who
succeeded Thing Siew Shuen as the
PGC general manager on April 1
this year, is aware that she carries
quite a heavy responsibility.

tant role to play in the Penang2030
vision. Ms Thing has laid a very
good foundation for PGC,” said
Tan, who was the special officer to
state Welfare, Caring Society and
Environment Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh for six years.

“All the while, PGC has been
doing educational awareness pro-
grammes via roadshows and eco-
talks that involve factories, primary
and secondary schools, colleges
and universities. We engage youth
as well as empower them.”

PGC started off with a
staff of three buthasnow
expanded to 18. Ithas four '\
divisions, namely commu-
nications, community out-

“We have to try to reduce plastic
usage. I think education is the most
important apart from enforcement.

“PGC does not have the author-
ity to do that (enforcement) but can
play its part in education. We still
have a long way to go. The envi-
ronmental issues are quite serious

in Malaysia now.

“We can, for in-
stance, go without
straws. For normal
adults, I don’t think we
need to use a straw.
Once we use it, I am
sure you won’t use the same straw
again. It’s all about habit, but it
takes time to change our habit and
lifestyle.”

PGC gave out stainless steel
straws to the public as free gifts last
year.

Tan, who brings a set of stainless
steel straws wherever she goes, said
she was very impressed with the
Japanese when it comes to segrega-
tion of recyclable waste.

“In Japan, they have a very good
habit to segregate at source. If you
walk along Japan’s streets, you

can’t find rubbish bins
and yet their streets are

so clean.
“They would put what-
ever rubbish in their bags,

bins provided by their municipal
council.

“This education awareness is
ingrained in them since young.
From kindy to secondary schools,
they are taught about waste man-
agement and they have to sit for
tests,” Tan said.

This year, PGC is organising a
Green Kindy project for the first
time to encourage the young ones
to take part in a small community
and urban farming at their prem-
ises. An incentive would be given
to the winners. Previously, PGC
started the project with primary and
secondary schools.

PGC is in the meantime work-
ing on a piece of artwork, ‘Bring
Your Own Bag’, which would be
placed at all the entrances of shop-
ping malls following Phee’s pro-
posal of ‘No Plastic Bag on Mon-
day’ campaign beginning on July
1

Another project PGC is looking
forward to is hosting an interna-

More so when Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow announced the
state’s Penang2030 vision of a
family-focused, green and smart

bring them home, segregate
them and wash them before
~= putting them in recyclable

tional conference, titled ‘Penang
Green and Smart City’, at Gurney
Paragon from Sept 27 to 29.

It’s a monumental task tackling

reach, research & policy, and

awards & incentives. ‘\
Tan said as plastic pollution

is a global issue, PGC has

o

ﬁl':tlllf"‘ I
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Tan showing a set of

state that inspires the nation last
August.
“I think PGC has a very impor-

been creating the awareness
among the people to “Say No
to Single Use Plastic”.

Y
S :::\.

_+ stainless steel straws and
brush that she usually brings
along with her.

any environmental issue. For PGC,
itis doing its part, whether small or
big, to protect the earth.
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KFrom hobby
to business

IT is not uncommon for people
to say that they are not good
painters and neither can they
draw.

Artist and entrepreneur Ro-
zana Mohamed, 54, said those
phrases however do not apply in
batik-painting.

“If one is talented, it is a bo-
nus. Anyone can create batik
even if he or she can’t paint or
draw. Batik-painting is unique.

“The artist can draw patterns
or abstracts based on his or her
imagination. All you need is the
will to try,” she said when met at
her shop, Rozana’s Batik, in
Lebuh Acheh.

The Johor-born artist said she
first took up batik-painting as a
hobby.

“I have a Bachelor’s Degree in
Fine Art from Universiti Teknolo-

gi MARA (UiTM). I took part in
many art exhibitions and became
a full-time artist in Johor Baru
after my studies in 1988.

“I followed by husband to the
United States from 1990 to 1993
before returning to Malaysia to
pursue my career as an artist and
designer.

“It wasn’t that difficult for me
to ‘switch medium’, from fine art
to batik. I have been designing
batik for the past 28 years,” Ro-
zana said.

She said that the art of batik-
painting must be treasured and
expanded.

The hand drawn batik on silk at Rozana’s Batik.

Chong (right) and Takahashi taking a photo with their artwork and Rozana at her workshop.

“Foreigners are more willing
to learn this art when compared
to locals.”

Rozana agreed with one of the
Penang2030 strategic initiatives,
which is to diversify recreation,
sports, arts and culture facilities.

“We have the Malaysian
Handicraft Development Corpo-
ration under the Tourism, Arts
and Culture Ministry helping to
promote and instill the interest in
batik among the people.

“Perhaps, the Penang govern-
ment can hold a ‘Hari Batik Pulau
Pinang’ to spur interest in this
1ndustry

®

“I believe that a Batik Fest has
been held before in Penang. That
is a good effort,” she said, adding
that it is important to continue to
provide facilities to grow art and
culture in the state.

A two-day Batik Fest was held
for the first time in Penang in
September last year.

The festival was held at the
Padang Koperasi Sungai Gelugor
for the people to appreciate the
art of batik.

Rozana also holds batik-paint-
ing classes for those who wants
to learn the art.

Spotted at her workshop were

{“’# ﬁ‘l\ﬂ'\t: '.-.-‘_ -

i vs e

Joyce Chong, 23, and her friends
—Wu Yu Shan, 19, Mamoka Um-
eda, 19, and Aya Takahashi, 22.
Chong said Penang is a state
that is rich in culture.
She said this was her first time
learning the art of batik-painting.
“I was showing my friends the
interesting places in George
Town and found this shop. We
find this art very interesting.
“We hope that more people can
learn batik-painting,” she said.
To know more about Rozana’s
Batik, visit https://www.face-
book.com/Rozanas-Ba-
tik-132136986845116/

The batik-painting workshop at Rozana’s Batik.



Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Law Suun Ting

LIFE is sweet when you are
young. As you get older, you
gain more experience and life
gets a little bittersweet.

Bao Sheng Durian Farm ow-
ner Chang Teik Seng said such a
scenario also occurred in a duri-
an tree.

“When the tree is young, it
bears durians that are sweet.
However, as the tree gets older,
it will produce durians that have
unique tastes such as rummy and
bittersweet.

“Here in Bao Sheng, we don’t
just sell you durians. We want
you to know more about the fruit
and try the different tastes avai-
lable,” Chang said in an inter-
View.

Chang stressed the importan-
ce of old trees.

“The age of the tree affects the
flavour of the fruit. The older the
tree, the better the fruit.

“That is a popular belief, and
it is true.

“We do not pluck durians
from the trees. We wait for the
fruits to fall off naturally so the
flavour is fully developed and
matured.

“What many people don’t
know is the unique flavour when
the fruit is eaten within 30 mi-
nutes after it falls from the tree.

“We accidentally discovered
the ‘numb’ flavour back in 1999,
when my wife and [ were picking
durians at dawn.

“The smell was so strong, and
the durian flesh gave a tingling
‘numb’ sensation to our tongue,”
he said.

Chang said durian lovers
should take some time to disco-
ver the fruit.

“Don’t just eat it. Know the
variants, flavours, and the ‘chro-
nology’ of eating it.

“There are two types of duri-
an — the dry and the wet ones.

“Dry type durian has a sweet
first bite but leaves a slightly
bitter aftertaste on your tongue.

“Meanwhile, wet type durian
has a stronger and more complex
taste compared to the dry ones.

“Hence, one would enjoy
durian more if he eats the dry
type durian first, and then
followed by the wet,” Chang
said.

He added that the eating chro-
nology would be different if it
involved durians from old trees.

On the Penang2030 vision,
Chang said he was supportive of
the state’s vision of “A Fami-
ly-focused Green and Smart
State that Inspires the Nation”.

“One of the key initiatives is
to modernise and diversify
sustainable agriculture.

“We welcome the state’s in-
tention to collaborate with far-
mers and agro-preneurs to pro-
duce higher value products. It is
true that food sustainability can
be improved through high-yield
agricultural practices and
through harnessing technology,”
Chang said.

He has also set up a website
to promote his products which
include accommodation.

For more details about Bao
Sheng Durian Farm, visit https://
durian.com.my/eat/ or call 012-
411 0600.

Chang sharing his experience with Buletin Mutiara.

A breathtaking view at
Bao Sheng Durian Farm.

’
LE0RTE o B KLEMEDNTE LM
L ot LR 131 EAN
= Jﬁr : :
ot A o TR RIY Ly
b e ot -

~ BADMINTON
o 14 - 19 JUNE

o\ a0
VOLLEYBALL o
BOWLING

12 - 16 JUNE
15 & 22 JUNE

FAMILY FUN WALK ‘ngj

23 JUNE
SEPAK TAKRAW

20-22 JUNE

‘Scan for
More info &

Registration e e
https://event.howei.com/olympic-carniva l-pennnf}i_m.?

.




HEIE|
uquig) {Yewny) : uoja|a) "oN
. ebefuag sedeg /ng| ewep

00LINY :ebijey
0SLINY :enpay
0SZINY :eweldd

ryeipey

uejeuabuag pey P AW o
s ewep

ImjLaq ueIng Is! ejis

(=1)
—
S
N
—
o
|
({=]
—
—
=T
—

6102/ BUIEMIA - HIID IS jeNeq




X 2oiosspen—sin - Bt

FIIEIRIR 2030 U N ALAEND
ERRSSRIEERSHFRERS

RS-EE2FE
BEaDIE

R e, Sk
Lmﬂ&ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁaﬁfﬁ
AL O 4 O R R R S K R
KIS Hpﬁﬁmwﬁaﬁ
(PR ty” 2 “REWIN ™) A BLAR
AL 3 o

SHE . XREFREUNEKH
%,%$%ﬁ—4ﬁﬁ,%%
ﬁ TR R E R HAT,
P55 %ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ%
mﬁ%{ﬁm PN EE R
%%mm% 1 7K
ﬂﬂ%ﬁ

%ﬁ

EEM%

AR
i
KA
%k
TﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁTﬂmﬁ

HOREE . 1113 35 0% 2 7 1 B
B SRS A B, 1

B«
5 R R,
R LI 2 A
ML, 44 T ik
5 0 0 3 B 2
EER, FUEERE
AATR G R 4
BRI B R T

FREH FF PR, A EH AR
BESERAE, MR — AR
It MR, BT
Wz BB YL L HE A A
BB —ERK.

‘MBROBES K —F, ¥
ﬁ&b@%?ﬂ%@ﬁ g}
é’*ﬂﬁ%ﬂnnﬂ' iz WA TR B BR

I I 22 7 K.
A BR2030% 8 . SH TS
Pl ) L% 7 4 4T
i i i BT AT«

flr i, A B2 DR i B 7 5%
RAH T, A
o 30 B 0 ST
B PR S BB T
REENLIE.

7/

E%%ﬁ

e
iH
R
LE

B2 T
AR, KT
TR TS, XA
AW R RN . A RE
A BR o

IREEEBRNSNEE
AT ACH M ENE, B
REL ML hE, TnEfkA
SR E, RARKS T
VP2 U5 & 5 40 TR T A 2
B RERE AR B 2 H 2
AR R b B AR
E%%éwﬁ%%%I%%
T 7R AE 2 7 JE .
ﬂ%ﬂ%%%%%ﬁ
APEE, M AEBOAEAIE T

%&ieu% MBS

oA A8 AR A ) A A ﬁé?
5 0 AR R R B LA, ol
etk T 425 WA A

LT F) AR A WA DA 07 A A
SRR bR b ) R OCAT . SRR
LSS R LR R AR B A
T B RS ERBL A I i) o
TR ML, MEA LR B e A
ik L 38 A B A R 1Y S 4
. MR B .

A B
IS IR 2 F -
i 0 | RS

HBECARRE
HEAFHEY,
BUAE AR MNE . WX R E R 9045

R, e A . RS
RS S e AR 18
18748 T #2.

T a, AR B AT 0 A B
o Ras, Haad W
Mg, FEH R ERE I ERM
TR DR, S S IT 4R
THCHT.

RIPARE G RE
SHMEER AR, YR
EBZETY, RPEFRKF T
YA A AR RE IE O I A
EGE AT, R RE LR Pk
% AN [R) b P R AR A
A, BB R 2 AR A
T3, R RRRE BAE AE
N A B3 1 T R R R R R K
Bk, HMmERAMIE, A
THREEWERNZ Tk, &M
B2 SR R AR

AT X L R AT A R
TR A, il B AT 7 4E
PN AR, REHE
K UEL RSN NG 3N
B, HOh LR A R
HI A EE AT o

“HEMET PR R, HORB AR
AN [R) WA GE Y AR AE SRR, HURE R
RREATHEMAR . FK
— M b S2 AR, i BTS2
HE, BRiE. 7

__ %
o ¢ g m)\wﬁm
I:[ > El]ﬁﬁ

PEELUHPHEEE,
REEE,

Lfﬁﬁ

iwﬁ@%m@ﬁ i
S el K42 LT AR AR A |
ORI B RIE . MRS
%%0
bil R A SRR KA VR
NI, HSTR TR TR
HAERIRIE, HE 7R e
Wz, B 4 Y B ARAE L i LLGX
ANBRIEFE A A
il 535, 3X PSR JE AR
b, AR TR A R OE I R B AR K
B W EER AT R IR”
HUL/STER
CERIAREE . DRIE M.
ERRIER 45 R SR 181
W, HERHCL TR, HAERX
%g,%ﬁ%%%@ﬁﬁi%ﬁ
o

BiEEBiENIBIR
HaAE 2 i 5y B R o
RN, MR B ES

SPERR, X—BRAEESIE

T SR A AS [ SR e B ARAE , HIE

WA A 2 R e 5 IS ) ) 6 3
“HC sz SR BE 409 N 1A ) g

B, ASahH BRI, —

YT T 5 SR B M PR, B

FEFM. [EABRIE S 5 H, #

Toi DR H A A A A 270, BH

1Y B ) AR ) B, B

AREHENTF R~
SEATIRIE N, SN TT AR

R ERNER . WERSFARE
FN AR, ST 2

SEXSAAME AR Z AL, TR

R ES , kKRR — 22 g

12 J 3% AN [) AR A TE R o R AR

1k, BB I, 7

- #ﬁf_ «tuirf.uz-‘eu=
mmﬁﬁﬁm

REANRE, WHRE—BERMRE, LASSEN.

Disiar oleh Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang



