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HIEF Minister Chow Kon

Cash aid for senior citizens in-

'Yeow tabled a deficit budget for

as a “careful” budget that will not
strain the state’s resources, Chow
however assured Penangites their |
needs and well-being will not be ne- |

| glected.

Among the budget’s highlights

tain publlc housing
schemes. Also RM6.8 mil- ?j e,
lion to maintain private housing f#-"t-.
schemes through the Penang Maxi-
mum 80% Housing Maintenance
Fund (TPMS80PP).

o Infrastructure
@ RM104.53m to up-
grade drainage sys-
tem and to address

¥ flood issues.
By RM35.12m to up-

4 grade/implement road

A

projects.
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| iSejahtera
R RMS0 million for
W welfare pro-
| grammes under iSe-
jahtera.

creased to RM150 from the current
RM130. Some 178,000 senior citizens
in the state to benefit from this hike.
RM150 cash aid for some 10,000
disabled persons registered with the |
iSejahtera programme.

% Religion
! RM60.05m for Islamic
" affairs.

Civil service
Half-month bonus or M
minimum RM1,000 spe- #
cial financial aid for
3,996 civil servants (to be [
paid out in December).
RM1.2m for training
courses for civil servants.

Education
RM12m for private, Chi-
nese, Tamil, missionary
and religious schools.
RM5m maintenance
aid for government
schools.
RM4m financial aid for
1l_ Penang-born students of
' public institutions, private
] institutions and polytech-
nics approved by the state
executive council.
*See pg?2 for full story
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Chow (front rdw, centre), then State Secretary Datuk Seri Farizan Darus (forefront, right), State Financial Officer Datuk Sarul Bahiyah Abu (fourth réw, left)

and the state assemblymen leaving the Dewan Sri Pinang after the state’s 2020 Budget was tabled.
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Story by Christopher Tan

HE Penang government has

tabled a projected operating
expenditure of RM792.66 million
next year.

In tabling a deficit Budget, Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said the
projected deficit next year was
lower than the projected deficit this
year.

“With a projected revenue of
RM519.16 million, the Penang gov-
ernment envisions a deficit of
RM273.5 million.

“The projected deficit for the year
20201s 30.88% lower than this year’s
projected deficit of RM395.69 mil-
lion.

“It is due to the lower projected
operating expenses for the year 2020.

“The projected operating ex-
penditure is RM792.66 million next
year, as compared with RM901.19
million this year.

“The Budget took into account
the contribution of RM150 million
to the state development fund next
year as compared with RM230 mil-
lion this year.

“The lower contribution to the
state development fund is considered
after taking into account the receipt
of loan repayment from Penang
Development Corporation (PDC)
and Penang Water Supply Corpora-
tion (PBAPP) to the state govern-
ment next year.

“Hence, it must be stressed that
the lower contribution will not affect
the development of projects planned
for the year 2020,” Chow said when
he tabled the state’s 2020 Budget
during the State Legislative Assem-
bly in Dewan Sri Pinang.

Chow viewed the state’s 2020
Budget as a “careful and down-to-
earth” Budget; enough to support
development in Penang,

He said the state welcomed the
funding from the federal government
and encouraged the private sector to

Surplus possible
at end of 2020

hold corporate social responsibility
programmes.

Chow added that although a pro-
jected deficit Budget was tabled,
there is a high possibility for the state
to obtain a surplus at the end of the
financial year in December.

“For example, the state projected
a deficit of RM395.69 million this
year, however, we may be able to
obtain a surplus — at least RM50
million to RM60 million—at the end
of the year.

“This is due to careful financial
management without affecting the
state’s development efforts,” he told
a press conference after tabling the
Budget.

Chow also said that the projected
growth rate of the state would usu-
ally be between 0.1% and 0.2%
higher than the national growth rate.

“The projected national growth
rate is between 4.95% and 5.1%,” he
said.

In the state’s 2020 Budget, some
RM13.6 million has been allocated
to maintain public housing schemes
in Penang. The Penang government
also set aside RM6.8 million next
year to maintain private housing
schemes through the Penang Maxi-
mum 80% Housing Maintenance
Fund (TPMS8OPP).

Chow said the state also appor-
tioned RM250,000 for a total period
of five years (RM50,000 per year
from 2020) to promote the Cigarette
Smoke-Free Penang (Penbar) pro-
gramme.

Chow added some RM886,000
was allocated next year to provide
free mammogram screening for
women under the Mammo Penang
programme.

“The programme is implemented
with the cooperation of the National
Population and Family Development
Board (LPPKN),” he said.

Chow said the state’s welfare
programme, iSejahtera, would be
continued.

“The Penang government is al-
locating RM50 million for the wel-
fare programmes under iSejahtera.
We are increasing the RM130 iSe-
jahtera cash aid for senior citizens to
RM150. This will benefit 178,000
senior citizens in the state.

“Some 10,000 disabled persons
who are registered with the iSe-
jahtera programme will also receive
a cash aid of RM150 next year,”
Chow said.

He added that the Congestion
Alleviation Transport (CAT) free bus
service would be continued with the
state allocating RM 15 million for the
bus service.

Chow also announced a RM60.05
million allocation for the preserva-
tion of Islam.

“As for the allocation to upgrade
and implement road infrastructure
projects, the state has set aside
RM35.12 million.”

The Penang government has also
apportioned ahuge sumof RM104.53
million to upgrade the drainage
system and to address flood.

A total of 3,996 civil servants in
Penang would also receive a half-
month bonus or a minimum
RM1,000 special financial aid. The
aid would be disbursed in December
this year.

In addition, the Penang govern-
ment allocated RM841,500 in finan-
cial aid for supervisors and KAFA
teachers, religious school teachers,
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staff and teachers of private Chinese
schools, guru tahfiz, guru pondok
and guru TADIS. The aid would be
distributed in December this year.
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The Penang 2020 Budget also includes:

i) Sports development -
RM10.05 million

ii) Agricultural sector develop-
ment - RM4.07 million

iii) Increase state’s livestock
industry - RM2.98 million (for
the Veterinary Services Depart-
ment)

iv) Development of Penang Hill
- RM15.4 million

v) Tourism sector development
- RM35.8 million

vi) Private, Chinese, Tamil, mis-
sionary and religious schools -
RM12 million

vii) Maintain government
schools - RMS5 million

viii) Financial aid for Penang-
born students of public institu-
tions, private institutions and
polytechnics approved by the

state executive council meeting
- RM4 million

ix) To implement programmes
under the Gender inclusiveness
agenda - RM200,000

x) To execute programmes under
the Women, Family Develop-
ment and Gender Inclusiveness
agenda - RM1.5 million (for
Penang Women’s Development
Corporation)

xi)To strengthen the leadership
of Village Community Manage-
ment Councils (MPKK)-RM4.1
million

xii) Set up Penang Digital Cor-
poration to coordinate and im-
plement digital and smart initia-
tives - RM2.1 million

xiii) Training courses for civil
servants - RM1.2 million

Many pledges fulfilled

THE Penang government has ful-
filled 43 of the 68 promises listed in
the state’s 14th General Election
manifesto to date.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
(PH-Padang Kota) said the state was
working on 20 promises while two
promises were postponed following
areview.

“Three promises stated in the
state’s manifesto require the federal
government’s approval.

“Among the 43 promises that
have been kept were to limit the
position of Chief Minister to two-
term, to appoint the Opposition
Leader as the chairman of the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC), to
provide a RM150 million allocation
for flood mitigation projects, and to
allocate RM15 million for free bus
services.

“The Penang government is cur-
rently working on 20 promises;
among them are the three major
roads and undersea tunnel, the im-
plementation of the Penang Trans-
port Master Plan (PTMP), to replace
20,000 street lights with LED by
2020, and to create the Penang Arts
District.

“Two promises that are being
postponed are the Penang Sihat
Programme and the cost of living
assistance of RM1,000 per year for
women and mothers whose families

earn less than RM2,000 a month.
The promises are being postponed
because of the overlapping pro-
grammes that have been imple-
mented by the federal government
such as MySalam and Peka B40
programmes.

“The three promises that require
federal approval are to demand a fair
distribution of tax revenue from the
federal government, to appeal to the
federal government to allow the state
to approve freehold ownership of
low-cost and low medium-cost
homes without any charges and the
setting up of the first Tamil second-
ary school in Malaysia, in the state,”
Chow said in his winding-up speech
during the State Legislative Assem-
bly at Dewan Sri Pinang on Nov 8.

On land development matters,
Chow said Penang Development
Corporation (PDC) has about 752
acres of industrial land at the Batu
Kawan Industrial Park, Penang Sci-
ence Park, Penang Science Park
North and Penang Science Park
South as of October 2019.

“PDC is planning to develop an
industrial area (about 776 acres) at
the south of Seberang Perai, to meet
the needs of local and foreign inves-
tors. The amount of industrial land
is sufficient to meet the needs of
investors for the next five years,” he
said.
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HE Penang government is
working on various pro-
grammes and initiatives to attract
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) and small and medium
industries (SMIs) to the state.
Deputy Chief Minister I Da-
tuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abd
Rahman (PH-Pinang Tunggal)
said there were 67,123 SME
companies operating in Penang.
“This constitutes 7.4% of the
total SME companies set up in
Malaysia.

“A total of 98.5%, or 907,065
companies established in this
country are of SME status.

“One of the initiatives is the
setting up of the SME Market
Adpvisory, Resource and Training
Centre (SMART Centre) to pro-
vide business advice and to hold
capability building workshops
and business matching events.

“As of October 2019, the cen-
tre has given advice to 1,412 SME
companies and has managed to
match 589 companies. Eighty
capability building workshops
have also been held since it was
set up in June 2010,” Ahmad
Zakiyuddin (pix) said in his
winding-up speech during the
State Legislative Assembly in
Dewan Sri Pinang on Nov 8.

He said the state, through
Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC), had also set up the
Penang SME Centre in the Bayan
Lepas industrial area to assist new
entrepreneurs by reducing their

THE Public Service Depart-
ment (JPA) has been urged to
loosen its guidelines for the
“Orange Heroes” from Penang
local authorities to be absorbed
as permanent staff from their
current contract status.
Deputy Chief Minister II
Prof Dr P. Ramasamy (pix) said

State helps SMEs/

SMIs to thrive

08112019 12:14:14

operation costs.

“The centre provides operating
space for new entrepreneurs at
subsidised rental rates. The rates
are as low as RM1.50 per sq ft per
month. Various facilities are pro-
vided such as lift, meeting room,
pantry, cargo lift, surveillance
cameras and utility area,” he said.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin said the
state also set up SMI villages at
the Batu Kawan and Bukit Min-

Pushing

one obstacle facing the “Orange
Heroes” (referring to general
workers who don orange T-
shirts) to be taken in on perma-
nent basis is that they do not
possess a credit in Bahasa
Malaysia in their SPM exami-
nation.

“We have to abide by a JPA
requirement that they must
have a credit in Bahasa Malay-
siain SPM,” said Dr Ramasamy
(PH—Perai), who is in charge of
the state economic planning,
human capital development,
education and science, technol-
ogy and innovation.

“Most ‘Orange Heroes’ from
Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) have a very good re-
cord in their 3D (danger, dirty
and difficult) work but they
cannot be absorbed as perma-
nent staff members because of
the JPA ruling.

“The Penang state executive
council meeting had previously
discussed the matter after which

yak industrial areas, besides
providing the Penang i4.0 seed
fund to assist start-up technology
businesses.

“Some RM3.2 million has
been distributed to 27 start-up
technology businesses as of Oc-
tober this year,” he said.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin said he
welcomed the suggestion by Da-
tuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Is-
mail (PH-Pantai Jerejak) who

I e

proposed for SMIs to be allowed
to display their products at the
business space of the Penang In-
ternational Airport (PIA); on
condition that the prices are com-
petitive, the products are of qual-
ity and halal, and the entrepre-
neurs have good work ethics.

“I will consider the proposal
together with the relevant au-
thorities, especially Malaysia
Airports Holdings Berhad,” he

for a better future

the state government, through
the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP), created
a contract scheme for those
workers without SPM credit in
Bahasa Malaysia.

“All contract workers are
Malaysian citizens and diligent
workers. If the state govern-
ment decides to pursue the mat-
ter again, we will write to JPA.”

Dr Ramasamy was answer-
ing a reporter’s question on the
status of the “Orange Heroes”
at the sidelines after his wind-
ing-up speech at the recent
State Legislative Assembly sit-
ting at Dewan Sri Pinang.

The matter was raised by M.
Satees (PH-Bagan Dalam)
whether the state government
was willing to absorb the “Or-
ange Heroes” as permanent
staff members.

“I can understand if they are
on contract for a year or two.
But, there are dedicated ones

who have worked for more than
eight years for MBSP,” Satees
said.

“Should something unfore-
seen happen to them in the
course of carrying their 3D
work, I cannot imagine their
fate and their family’s future.”

To a question by Khaliq Me-
htab Mohd Ishaq (PH—Bertam)
on the follow-up action taken
to address schools which have
yet to obtain Certificate of
Completion and Compliance
(CCC), Dr Ramasamy said he
had received a letter from the
Education Ministry regarding
the matter.

He said he would discuss
with the local authorities to
understand the constraints
faced by the schools in obtain-
ing the CCC and to help resolve
their problems.

On a suggestion by Syer-
leena Abdul Rashid (PH-Seri
Delima) that the state should
also promote arts and culture on

MH.
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He also commended the Pen-
ang government for being com-
mitted in preserving the interest
of Islam in the state.

“I want to express my appre-
ciation to the state for allocating
RM60.05 million for the benefit
of Islam for the year 2020,” he
said.

On a separate note, Ahmad
Zakiyuddin said the state’s manu-
facturing industry recorded a
1.2% increase in the number of
exports from January to August
this year as compared with the
same period last year.

“Penang recorded RM9.2 bil-
lion of approved manufacturing
investment in the first half of this
year, out of which, 93% is from
electrical and electronics (E&E)
related industry,” he said.

“The Malaysian Investment
Development Authority (Mida)
said those investments would cre-
ate 11,484 new job opportunities
for the state,” he added.

par with its focus on STEM
(science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics), Dr Ra-
masamy said the state would
take note of that to produce
holistic students.

STEM, he said, was one of
the state government’s initia-
tives to prepare the young to
face the challenges brought
about by the ongoing Industrial
Revolution 4.0 (IR 4.0).

“The IR 4.0 is a global phe-
nomenon that is changing the
way we live and creating new
businesses that focus on auto-
mation.

“The Penang2030 vision also
encourages the industrial and
manufacturing sector to prepare
themselves for the digital era
and green economy.

“We have been urging all
parties to adopt a lifelong learn-
ing attitude and equip them-
selves to be ready in this Indus-
trial Revolution 4.0,” Dr Ra-
masamy said.
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Strict enforcement to address illegal
dumping

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter
Pix by Law Suun Ting

HE Penang government is

all out to tackle illegal dump-
ing in the state, said Local Gov-
ernment, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh.

According to Jagdeep, the state
government has installed 1,065
CCTVs (closed-circuit televi-
sion) cameras throughout Penang
to track and curb illegal dumping.

“Apart from that, the CCTVs
will also help to prevent crime
and at the same time monitor the
traffic situation as well as manage
it.

“For instance, action was taken
on a lorry driver who dumped
construction waste near Tun Dr
Lim Chong Eu Expressway after
he was tracked down through
CCTYV footage,” Jagdeep said
during his winding-up speech at
the State Legislative Assembly at
Dewan Sri Pinang on Nov 7.

Jagdeep added that several il-
legal dumping sites have been
identified through remote sensing

ikt
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throughout Penang.

Action is being taken against
the landlords with cooperation
from the local authorities, De-
partment of Environment and
District and Land Office.

Jagdeep also said that in order
to control the construction waste
disposal, the Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) has taken few
measures.

Among them are imposing
regulations in the Building Plan
in which the Building Depart-
ment sets rules for the construc-
tion companies to clear the waste
upon the completion of their re-
spective projects.

08/11/2019 10:42:20

Apart from that, Jagdeep said
the state government directed the
proposed integrated waste collec-
tion and processing centre at
Bukit Teh to be temporarily relo-
cated to Phase Three of the Pulau
Burung landfill before a perma-
nent site with facilities is built.

“Penang Development Corpo-
ration (PDC) has proposed that
the permanent site be built next
to the existing landfill site.

“Once it has been built, all the
domestic waste will be disposed

State commits to assist in non-Islamic welfare

THE Penang government is
always showing its commitment
to look into the welfare of non-
Islamic issues in the state.

Women and Family Develop-
ment, Gender Inclusiveness and
Religions Other than Islam
Committee chairman Chong
Eng (PH - Padang Lalang) said
the introduction of Religions
Other than Islam portfolio has
assisted the state in implement-
ing beneficial programmes for
the people.

She said the ties between the
state and non-Islamic associa-
tions have also become cordial
through the introduction of the
Religions Other than Islam port-
folio.

“I wish to extend my appre-
ciation to all the associations,
which have helped the state
under my portfolio.

“Nonetheless, never to forget
the state’s yearly allocation of
RM300,000 for non-Islamic
programmes.

“Besides, the new Penang
Harmony Centre, a centre for
non-Islam religious activities in

O0THAROMS 210520

Scotland Road, is specially built
for such purposes.

“Hence, the different faiths in
our multi-ethnic society should

be respected,” she said during
her winding-up speech in the
State Legislative Assembly re-
cently.

Chong Eng, on a separate
note, said the percentage of rape
victims below age 18 was wor-
rying.

Based on police statistics, she
said 80% of the victims were
underage.

L)
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“It is very saddening to learn
about the alarming figure. The
state government has taken
measures by spreading aware-
ness of sexual assault involving
children through body safety
education campaigns.

“Atotal of 80,000 books have
been distributed to primary and
secondary schools, childcare
centres, and non-governmental
organisation (NGOs) centres,”
Chong Eng said.

It is downloadable for free at
www.bodysafety.com.my

of at the site and the recycling
activities will be carried out to
produce new resources,” Jagdeep
said.

He was responding to a ques-
tion by H’'ng Mooi Lye (PH-Jawi)
on the prevalence of illegal dump-
ing of construction and demoli-
tion waste at south Seberang
Perai.

Touching on the Pulau Burung
landfill (Phase Three), Jagdeep
said the new site would house the
Level Four Sanitary Landfill:

Sanitary Landfill with Daily
Covering and Leachate Treat-
ment System.

The 127ha area is now being
developed.

“The Phase Three landfill site
will be allowed to operate upon
getting the approval from SJIK
(T) Ladang Byram as well as
residents of Ladang Byram since
they will only be relocated after
the resettlement project in Jalan
Sungai Daun is completed in
2022.

Ensuring Penang2030
vision is on track

THE Penang government will
be monitoring the development
of policies and programmes
that will be implemented to
realise the Penang2030 vision.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow (PH-Padang Kota) said
each strategic initiative would
be led by a “champion exco
(executive councillor)” and
“champion officer”.

The Penang2030 has four
themes and 16 strategic initia-
tives.

“Engagement sessions in-
volving state executive council
members, MPs, state assem-
blymen, state and federal de-
partment heads, district offic-
es, stakeholders, government
officers Grade 29 and above
and Village Community Man-
agement Council (MPKK)
have been held.

“The sessions were held to
explain the direction of the
Penang2030 vision. Those who
took part in the engagement

sessions will be the medium
to disseminate information on
Penang2030 to the Penan-
gites,” Chow replied to an oral
question by Khaliq Mehtab
Mohd Ishaq (PH-Bertam)
during the State Legislative
Assembly in Dewan Sri
Pinang on Nov 8.

Chow said 16 workshops to
address each strategic initia-
tive were currently being
held.

“The workshops are sched-
uled to be concluded by the
end of this December.

“The input received from
the workshops will be trans-
lated into programmes, pro-
jects or policies that will be
implemented to realise the
Penang2030 vision,” Chow
said.

He said that activities and
exhibitions would also be held
for the public to have a better
understanding of the Pen-
ang2030 vision.
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Z.airil warns contractors
of harsher penalties

Story by Riadz Akmal

~ Pix by Alvie Cheng

HE Penang government is
determined to raise the fines
for contractors who do not
abide by the Erosion and
Sedimentation Control
Plan (ESCP) which
serves to prevent mud-
flows, landslides,
floods and the pollu-
tion of rivers.
Works, Utilities
and Flood Mitiga-
tion Committee
chairman Zairil
Khir Johari (pix)

construction pro-
jects did not com-

said about 85% of

ply with ESCP requirements
based on the spot checks done
since 2017 until October this year.

“The statistic shows that based
on the integrated operation known
as ‘Ops Lumpur’, we found 55
out of 66 construction sites did
not comply with ESCP this year.

“Last year, based on the sites
checked, we found that all 18 sites
had completely ignored the plan.

“While in 2017, four out of six
construction sites were in viola-
tion of ESCP.

“The Ops Lumpur operation
was not only conducted on pri-
vate projects but also state and
federal projects,” said Zairil dur-
ing his winding-up speech at the
state assembly in Dewan Sri
Pinang on Nov 7.

Penang Green Agenda development process
expected to be completed by the end of 2019

THE Penang Green Agenda
(PGA) development process that
began in 2017 is expected to be
fully completed by the end of this
year.

Welfare, Caring Society, and
Environment Committee chair-
man Phee Boon Poh (pix) said the
process is carried out in three
phases and currently it is in the
second phase.

“Phase one was about identify-
ing the scope, direction, frame-
work, actions, duties and respon-
sibilities of the stakeholders.

“The second phase is about
identifying goals and indicators
that need to be achieved and also
to develop strategies and action
plans to achieve the identified
goals.

“The last phase will be the
launch and implementation of an
integrated action plan of the Pen-
ang Green Agenda,” said Phee
during his winding-up speech at
the state assembly in Dewan Sri
Pinang on Nov 7.

Phee (PH-Sungai Puyu) said
the state government takes seri-
ously the impact of climate change
through policies implemented in
Penang.

Thus, Penang Green Agenda
(PGA) will serve as a roadmap for
the next 10 years to drive Penang
towards a green and sustainable
state from 2020 to 2030.

“The main focus of PGA is to
combat the current and future

environmental challenges of the
state by proposing feasible solu-
tions.

“This includes formulating a
method to develop strategies and
action plans to achieve environ-
mental sustainability goals,” he
said.

Furthermore, he said that the
climate change initiatives that
have been implemented in the
state will be put into the PGA
roadmap as well.

“Among the initiatives are the
prohibition of the use of polysty-
rene containers and ‘No To Sin-
gle-Use Plastic’ campaign in-
cluding ‘No Free Plastic Bag’ and
‘No To Plastic Straw’ cam-
paigns,” he said.

Apart from that, Phee said
Penang has been recognised in-
ternationally as the centre of
excellence in Asia Pacific in
terms of facing climate
change.

“Our efforts in ‘Im-
plementing Aware-
ness on Short Live
Climate Pollutant’
programme has re-
ceived recognition
from numerous
international or-
ganisations.

“Amongthese
organisations
are United
Nations En-
vironment

Programme (UNEP), Interna-
tional Environment Technology
Center (IETC), International
Solid Waste Association
(ISWA), International Partner
Local Authority (IPLA), Cli-
mate and Clean Air Coalition
(CCAC) and Zero Waste Soci-
ety, South Australian Govern-
ment,” he added.
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Zairil (PH-Tanjung Bungah)
said in total, 77 out of 90 con-
struction sites did not comply
with ESCP.

“This is unacceptable even
though the monitoring has been
increased.

“The contractors need to re-
member that the violation of
ESCP can cause other massive
problems such as landslide, mud-
flows and others.”

According to Zairil, to
overcome this problem, harsh-
er penalties are needed for
contractors who ignore the
ESCP.

“If we look at Selangor local
councils, the fines for ESCP
violations range from RM5,000
to RM250,000. In Penang fines
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can be as low as RM250

“So, it is not surprising when
contractors ignore the ESCP in
Penang,” he added.

According to him, the state
government would amend the
bylaws of its two local coun-
cils, namely Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) and Seberang
Prai City Council (MBSP), to
raise fines to the same level.

Zairil also urged all develop-
ers, contractors and consultant
engineers in the state to follow
the ESCP or they might face
heavy fines.

Chow and his team looking at the fishes at the canal.

State reps visit
rejuvenated Sia Boey

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, together with his state
executive councillors and assem-
blymen, on Nov 5 visited Sia
Boey — the first urban archaeo-
logical park in Malaysia, during
their break from the State Legis-
lative Assembly sitting.

Upon arriving at about 7.30pm
from Dewan Sri Pinang, Chow
and his team, clad in formal at-
tire, were greeted warmly by
those present at the site.

They took a brisk walk at the
place, which has come alive once
more after its refurbishment ini-
tiative.

They also went on to pose for
some photographs at the newly-
completed landscaped play-
ground.

Most conspicuous was the

clean canal running through the
site, which was filled with tilapia
and some local koi.

It is one of the attractions for
many visitors to the site.

After visiting the site, which
had undergone a major rehabili-
tation process, Chow and his
entourage returned for another
session of the assembly sitting.

The renewed Sia Boey also
serves as a green lung for resi-
dents in the vicinity.

The rejuvenation effort to
transform Sia Boey as well as to
conserve its heritage began on
March 25 last year.

The project was undertaken
by Penang Development Corpo-
ration (PDC) in collaboration
with George Town World Herit-
age Site (GTWHI).



ENANG will start the com-

ing new year with a bang by

holding the Penang Grand Parade

to launch its Experience Penang

Year 2020 (EPY2020) in George
Town.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
(pix) told the recent State Leg-
islative Assembly in his wind-
ing-up speech that the parade
would be held on Jan 1.

“The EPY2020 campaign be-
gan in June this year to make
Penang a destination of choice for
local and foreign tourists,” Yeoh
(PH—Paya Terubong) said.

“Our initiative is line with the
country’s Visit Malaysia Year
2020 which aims to draw 30 mil-
lion tourists. The tagline for
EPY2020 is ‘The Diversity of
Asia’.”

Speaking on the sidelines of
the assembly, Yeoh said Petach
was discussing with industry
players like hoteliers and travel
agencies on having the Penang
Grand Parade from Gurney Drive
to the Esplanade from 5pm to
10pm.

Besides the various activities
planned for the parade, there
could be a float or flower proces-
sion.

At the assembly sitting, Yeoh
said the state government, through
Penang Global Tourism (PGT),
has appointed YZD Planning &
Consult to prepare the Penang
Tourism Master Plan, which is a
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Grand parade to
kick oft 2020

comprehensive plan to boost tour-
ism from 2020 to 2030.

So far, Yeoh said they had
submitted two reports - Inception
Report and Interim Report. By
December 2019, they would com-
plete drafting the plan.

He said they have also identi-
fied Balik Pulau and Seberang
Perai for eco-tourism although
more research on mangrove
swamps, rivers and tropical for-
ests needed to be carried out.

A visit to the Bukit Mertajam
Forest Park recently had also
convinced him that it has tourist
potential after seeing a buttress
root of a tree is as tall as a man.

Yeoh said the proposed cable
car project for Penang Hill would
give tourists a choice of whether
to use it or take the existing fu-
nicular train service. The state
was allocated RM 100 million for
the project by the Federal Govern-
ment under Budget 2020 recently.

“The cable car project will
solve the long waiting period dur-
ing peak holiday seasons, like
festivals or public holidays.

“It will not only bring better
economy for the state but also
provide jobs for the people and
business opportunities for traders.

DFTZ 2019 boost for
trade facilitation

THE Penang Digital Free Trade
Zone (DFTZ) 2019 is an initia-
tive by the state government to
take the state to greater heights.

Domestic and International
Trade, Consumer Affairs and
Entrepreneur Development
Committee chairman Datuk Ab-
dul Halim Hussain said DFTZ
was a platform to ensure smooth
businesses and support trade fa-
cilitation.

Last July, Abdul Halim had
said Communications and Mul-
timedia Minister Gobind Singh
Deo had announced that the
Penang International Airport
(PIA) was one of three new loca-
tions under DFTZ.

“This is important to develop
the country as one of the e-
commerce hubs in the region.

“The Penang government
signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) under DFTZ
with Fusionex International for

the implementation of Penang
Smart Trade Facilitation Plat-
form and Intelligent Logistics
Hub,” he said during his wind-
ing-up speech at the State Legis-
lative Assembly in Dewan Sri
Pinang recently.

Abdul Halim added his com-
mittee also proposed to the state
for a plan to make Penang a re-
gional trading hub using e-
commerce platforms.

“This can be done through the
expansion of PIA and Penang
Port,” he said.

Abdul Halim, meanwhile, said
the electrical and electronic en-
gineering (E&E) sector remained
as the state’s highest investment
contributor, bringing in 93% of
total investment.

He said it was important to
make the state an attractive des-
tination for investors so that de-
velopment plans can be imple-
mented.

“This project will be an addi-
tional iconic tourist addition for
Penang and will raise the state’s
image in the world.”

Yeoh said he agreed with Jo-
seph Ng Soon Siang (PH — Air
Itam) that the project would be an
impetus to make Penang Hill a top
tourist destination in Malaysia.

In the meantime, he said a pre-
feasibility study lasting six
months is being conducted.

From Jan 1 to Oct 17 this year,
Yeoh said 1,380,851 tourists had
visited Penang Hill. Out of this
figure, 874,949 or 64% were lo-
cals while 505,902 or 36% were
foreigners, proving that it is one
of'the top tourist spots in Penang.

In a reply to Jason Ong (PH —
Kebun Bunga), Yeoh said that
based on Penang Hill Special
Area Plan 2016, a maximum of
4,800 visitors are allowed at any
one time.

He added that Penang Hill
Corporation had recorded a max-
imum of 1,500 visitors at any one
time, thus showing that it has yet
to reach its maximum limit.

“The infrastructure at Penang
Hill can still accommodate the
increase in visitors.

“The Penang Hill Corporation
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will continue to make improve-
ments for the comfort of tourists,
such as expanding the waiting
area, providing friendly facility
for OKU and senior citizens, and
implementing the Electronic
Queue Management System II
(EQMS T1I) to notify tourists of
the waiting time. The project also
involves Green Building Index.”

Yeoh said Petach, with the
cooperation from arts industry
players, has planned to hold ‘Arts
Penang’ for the first time in May
and June next year to promote and
place Penang in the international
art scene.

“We want to place Penang at
the same level as KL Biennale,
Singapore Biennale and Jakarta
Biennale and to attract interna-
tional art buyers and artists to
Penang.”

Medical tourism is also an-

other important aspect that Pen-
ang has been constantly trying to
improve, Yeoh said in reply to
Gooi Hsiao-Leung (PH — Bukit
Tengah).

This included conducting road-
shows and networking sessions
organised in Indonesia, Dubali,
Shanghai, Hong Kong, Quang-
zhou and Songkhla.

Based on data from Malaysia
Healthcare Travel Council for
2018, he said Penang was still the
top medical destination in Malay-
sia.

It recorded a revenue of
RM567.2 million which was 61%
of the total revenue collected
among Malaysian states. That was
also an improvement by 8.7%
compared to 2017.

For this year, Yeoh said various
promotional programmes have
been planned, involving the state
government, Petach, government
agencies, private sector and stake-
holders, to further boost the
state’s tourism.
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Youth For Future Programme
— another State initiative
for youth development

OUTH and Sports Com-

mittee chairman Soon
Lip Chee (pix) said the state’s
“Youth For Future” pro-
gramme aims to prepare
youths face future challenges
and contribute to country
building.

“The implementation of the
programme with the co-oper-
ation of various sectors like
government agencies, educa-
tion institutions, non-govern-

mental organisations and the
private sector hopes to
achieve a more effective ini-
tiative.

“In the ‘Youth For Future’
programme, youth develop-
ment will focus on three main
sectors namely:

a) Self development of
youth, including ‘life coach’,
emotional intelligence, lead-
ership, skills development,
education and youth interest.

b) Social engagement, vol-
unteerism and awareness to-
wards social ills, and

¢) Youth entrepreneurship
and exposure of youth to-
wards job opportunities.

Besides this, Penang Youth
Development Centre (PYDC)
has also joined forces to cre-
ate a platform for youth and
the public to obtain informa-
tion from various sectors like
education, job opportunities
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and youth programmes avail-
able,” Soon said during his
winding-up speech at the re-
cent State Assembly meeting.

Commenting on the Youth
Volunteers Program launched
early last October, he said it
was initiated to get in shape
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a team of volunteers which
can give service to the local
community, thereby develop-
ing a high patriotic spirit
apart from strengthening re-
lationship between youth and
the community.

Commenting on Sukma,
Soon said the state govern-
ment is considering a sugges-
tion of bidding to be the host
of the Sukma in 2024 or 2028.

“The last time Penang
played host to Sukma was in
2000,” he added.

About “Sports for All”,
Soon said this initiative has
got off to a good start with
encouraging response and
support from all.

Providing opportunities in
agriculture for youngsters

THE state government through
the Penang Agriculture Depart-
ment has been actively promot-
ing the agriculture sector among
the youngsters through various
initiatives.

“The state has allocated
RM50,000 for the ‘Program
Pembangunan Petani Pelapis’
and RM300,000 for the ‘Pro-
gram Khidmat Pengembangan
Tekno Pertanian’.

“The programmes comprise
training while incentives are
given in the form of agricultural
machinery.

“Bridged Tani and young
entrepreneurs in schools are
among the programmes that
come under the ‘Program Pem-
bangunan Petani Pelapis’.

“This will serve as an encour-
agement to youngsters who as-
pire to venture into the field of
agriculture,” said state execu-
tive councillor Phee Boon Poh,
who represented state Health,
Agriculture, Agro-Based Indus-
try and Rural Development
Committee chairman Dr Afif
Bahardin during the winding-up
speech at the State Legislative
Assembly Nov 7.

Dr Afif could not attend the
session as he was attending a

leadership programme in the
United States.

Phee was replying to a ques-
tion raised by Bertam assembly-
man Khaliq Mehtab Mohd.
Ishaq regarding the opportuni-
ties provided by the state gov-
ernment for youngsters who
desire to take up agriculture.

Phee added the state govern-
ment has been allocating
RM750,000 for the ‘Program
Usahawan Tani’ since 2015 with
the aim of producing agricul-
tural entrepreneurs.

“As of October 2019, 144
agricultural entrepreneurs have
benefited from the programme
with a total cost of RM795,000.

“The state government agrees
with A.Kumaresan (PH- Batu
Uban) to use the service centres
to intensify the promotion of the
programme for all Penangites to
enjoy its benefits,” added Phee.

Besides that, Phee added the
state government through Pen-
ang Agriculture Department has
allocated RM200,000 to develop
the processed food industry.

Phee said this in response to
the proposal by Muhamad Yu-
soff Mohd Noor (BN-Sungai
Dua) on improving the eco-
nomic status of farmers.



Penang
serious in
addressing
traffic woes

THE number of vehicles
plying the roads in Pulau
Tikus is expected to increase
by 4.15% yearly.

Furthermore, the number
of vehicles is also set to in-
crease to 8,500 daily by
2024.

Motorists plying Gottlieb
Road, Jalan Bagan Jermal,
Burmah Road and Jalan
Mount Erskine are frequent-
ly experiencing traffic con-
gestion.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow (PH-Padang Kota) said
traffic congestion would re-
main unsolved and economic
growth in the area would
stop if the problem is not ad-
dressed.

“A proposed RM30 million
underpass connecting Mount
Erskine to Burmah Road can
mitigate the traffic conges-
tion and spur economic de-
velopment in the surrounding
areas.

“According to the Traffic
Impact Assessment (TIA)
report conducted in 2015, the
Penang Island City Council
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(MBPP) had stated that some
10,000 new housing units are
expected to be built in Mount
Erskine, Fettes Park and
Lembah Permai by 2024 after
the proposed project is com-
pleted,” Chow replied to a
question by Chris Lee Chun
Kit (PH-Pulau Tikus) during
the State Legislative Assem-
bly in Dewan Sri Pinang on
Nov 6.

On compensation matters,
Chow said affected landown-
ers would be compensated
according to the value deter-
mined by the Valuation and
Property Services Depart-
ment.

“Landowners can bring
the case to court if they are
not satisfied with the amount
of compensation,” he said.

Chow also said that the
proposed Pan Island Link 1
(PIL1) project would be
passing though Jalan Bagan
Jermal and Gottlieb Road.

CMI generates over
RM177m in past three years

CHIEF Minister Incorporated
(CMI) has generated a revenue
of over RM177 million for the
state in the past three years.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow (PH-Padang Kota), who
heads the state investment arm,
revealed the revenues derived
from 2016 to 2018 when he re-
sponded to a question by Azrul
Mahathir Aziz (PH-Bayan
Lepas), who wanted to know
more about the number of CMI
assets and the revenue generated
for the state.

Chow said the money was
channelled to the state Finance
Department, which he said
would open a separate ledger for
it.

He also gave the breakdown
of the revenues generated as
RM32,365,522.25 (2016),
RM10,317,484.50 (2017) and
RM134,926,064.25 (2018) for a
total sum of RM177,609,071.

As for CMI assets, Chow said

there are a total of 84 in the five
districts. The breakdown of the
assets in each district is as fol-
lows: Northeast (44), Southwest
(five), north Seberang Perai
(20), central Seberang Perai (11)
and south Seberang Perai (four).

The assets include vacant
land, commercial buildings and
others.

“The purpose of establishing
CMI is to manage the state as-
sets, like land and properties,
efficiently so that more revenue
can be generated,” Chow ex-
plained.

“The state government wants
to maximise strategic assets
through public, people, profes-
sional and private partnership
(4Ps) concept.

“CMI plans and evaluates
investment opportunities and
has been approved to enter com-
mercial venture or joint venture
with individuals or organisa-
tions.”

State will comply
with conditions
imposed on PSR

Story by Christopher Tan

HE Penang government must

comply with all 72 conditions
imposed by the Department of
Environment (DoE) in the ap-
proval of the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) report for the
Penang South Reclamation (PSR)
project, Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow (PH-Padang Kota) said.

Chow said the DoE was respon-
sible to monitor and to ensure that
the conditions are met by the state’s
project deliver partner (PDP) SRS
Consortium.

“Since the beginning, we have
kept our word to not go ahead with
the project until we have obtained
the required approvals.

“We will make sure that we
comply with the 72 conditions
imposed, now that we have ob-
tained the (conditional) approval,”
Chow said to a supplementary
question by Opposition Leader
Datuk Muhamad Yusoff Mohd Nor
(BN-Sungai Dua) at the State Leg-
islative Assembly on Nov 5.

Chow said there were several
conditions, such as the preparation

of an Environment Management
Plan (EMP), which have to be
complied prior to the implementa-
tion of the project.

“Some will have to be complied
during the implementation of the
project such as to monitor noise,
water and air quality; which include
implementing control measures and
preparing monitoring reports.

“SRS Consortium had prepared
an extensive EIA report which costs
about RM3 million. The cost was
borne by SRS Consortium and they
will be reimbursed by the state
government after the signing of the
Project Delivery Partner Agree-
ment,” Chow said.

He added there were pros and
cons in any project.

“For example, we are using the
Dewan Sri Pinang temporarily to
hold the State Legislative Assem-
bly.

“We have a huge space to hold
this assembly, the dining area and
the media area are big and there are
many toilet facilities. Those are the
pros.

“However, because of the State
Legislative Assembly, other asso-

ciations are unable to use Dewan
Sri Pinang for their programmes
during this period.

“For us to get a clear view of a
situation, we need to look at both
sides — the pros and cons,” he said.

Chow said the PSR project could
generate the state’s economic
growth for the next 50 years.

“Economic development of
Penang has to go on and we are of
the view that the state’s economy
can continue grow through the
PSR, he said.

Chow said although the PSR
project could have a negative im-
pact on the ecosystem and the
livelihood of fishermen, various
measures had been proposed to
mitigate the impact.

“The Social Impact Assessment,
Fisheries Impact Assessment and
Marine Risk Assessment reports
had been prepared. The project
consultant had also proposed solu-
tions to mitigate the impact.

“The proposals had also under-
gone technical evaluation from the
various departments prior to the
conditional approval from the
DoE,” Chow added.
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Pengendalian Makanan
+ Suhu dan cara penyimpanan
makanan adalah sesuai (Suhu dingin /
sejuk beky)

+ Makanan yang dibeli dimakan segera.

- Makanan bertin tidak kemek dan tidak
tamat tempoh.

+ Makanan berbungkus tidak bocor /
koyak dan tidak tamat tempoh,

« Makanan kering tidak berubah rupa

dan tidak tamat tempoh,
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( Tips Makanan Selamat

Hindari Makanan Berisiko

- Buah-buahan dicuci dengan air
bersih.

« Pilih buah-buahan yang mudah
dikupas kulit.

- Elaldean makanan mentah (Contoh:
Salad, ulam-ulaman, ayster, clamps),

- Elakkan makanan yang tidak
berbunglus.

(i BKKMHG W) BKKMPuRrajaya

Percayakan Deria 1inda

+ Lihat - Rupa (berlendir), wama
berlainan dari biasa, tarikh luput
dan bentuk makanan (makanan
dalam tin - kemek)

- Hidu - Berbau tidak enak dan
kurang menyenangkan.

+ Rasa - Mempunyai rasa yang
measam dan basi,
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Rate hike not related
to MBSP city status

Story by Edmund Lee

N executive council mem-

ber has brushed aside the
perception that the hike in as-
sessment tax for mainlanders
was due to their local council
receiving city status, from Se-
berang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) to Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP).

Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo (PH-Datok Keramat)
made it clear that the assess-
ment review was not inten-
tional in the light of MBSP’s
recognition.

“The islanders also have
their assessment tax going up
as well.

“This is a legal requirement
to adhere to and I hope all as-
semblymen understand and be
fair on this.

“We are not increasing as-
sessment tax just because
MBSP gained city status,” he
said when replying to a question
from Lee Khai Loon (PH-
Machang Bubok) during the
State Legislative Assembly sit-
ting in Dewan Sri Pinang on

Nov 1.

Lee had earlier asked wheth-
er the hike in assessment for
mainlanders was a “coinci-
dence” as MBSP was being
granted city status.

All affected owners have the
right to appeal against the hike
and be heard in hearing ses-
sions, which had begun on Oct
29 and would end in March next
year.

Replying to a question by
Jason Ong Khan Lee (PH-Ke-
bun Bunga) on whether the in-
crease would burden Penan-
gites, Jagdeep (pix) said there
would be benefits for the resi-
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“The increase of local au-
thorities’ revenue through this
will instead be channeled back
to increase the people’s living
standard. It will not burden the
people.

“This is done through plan-
ning development and several
infrastructure initiatives to be
rolled out for the people,” he
added.

Jagdeep also said the local
councils would provide dis-
counts to property owners who
could not afford the payment.

“The discount which will be
given depends on the decision
by Appeals Committee after the
hearing process,” he added.
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Tourist influx to Penang Hill
will not harm its proposed
Unesco Biosphere Reserve

THE increasing number of
tourists to Penang Hill will not
pose a threat to its proposed
biosphere reserve (Penang Hill
Unesco Biosphere reserve),
says state Tourism Develop-
ment, Arts, Culture and Herit-
age Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin.

Yeoh said under the Penang
Hill Special Area Plan, the
limit stated for the number of
tourists to the hill at one time
is 4,800.

‘Based on the data provided
by the Penang Hill Corpora-
tion, thus far the number of
tourists to Penang Hill at one
time is 1,500 which means it
has not exceeded the limit set
under the Penang Hill Special
Area Plan.

“Under this plan, the areas
in Penang Hill are divided into
three zones, namely the Core
Zone, Transition Zone, and
Buffering Zone,” Yeoh said

during his speech at the Sate
Legislative Assembly at De-
wan Sri Pinang on Nov 6.

Yeoh (PH-Paya Terubong)
was responding to a question
raised by Goh Choon Aik (PH-
Bukit Tambun).

The zonings are the meas-
ures taken by PHC to ensure
that the natural settings of
Penang Hill are maintained.

“PHC will also ensure that
it gives priority to the safety of
visitors to Penang Hill.

“It will also look into up-
grading the infrastructure to
make it more conducive for
visitors.

“Most importantly, the green
aspect of Penang Hill will be
persevered,” Yeoh added.

According to Yeoh, as of
Oct 17, a total of 1,380,851
tourists have visited Penang
Hill in 2019, of which 874,949
were locals and 505,902 for-
eigners.

Apply smart city
concept to Sungai Nibong
Bus Terminal, says rep

BATU Uban assemblyman A.
Kumaresan has expressed his
desire to see the transforma-
tion of Sungai Nibong Bus
Terminal so as to provide qual-
ity service to the public.

“I hope that the bus terminal
will be upgraded by integrating
the concept of smart city.

“It will be great if it is up-
graded in terms of its facilities.
For instance, the waiting area
can be upgraded with more
scats.

“Not only that, the ticketing
system can be enhanced by
going online,” Kumaresan told
the media after attending the
State Legislative Assembly at
Dewan Sri Pinang on Nov 5.

He also raised his concern
regarding ticket touts which
was brought to his attention by
the operators at the Sungai
Nibong Bus Terminal.

“If the terminal runs in a
systematic manner, just the
like Penang Sentral, we can
surely rectify the prevalence of
the ticket touts,” he said.

Apart from that, he sug-
gested that the Pesta site lo-
cated beside the terminal be

iﬂ
)

used as a site for night market
activities.

“The Pesta site can be used
to organise activities which
can engage the local communi-
ties.

“The site is very spacious.
Thus, it is a waste if it is only
used during the Pesta. We do
not want the area to be a white
elephant,” Kumaresan added.



new State

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Adleena
Rahayu Ahmad Radzi

ORKS Ministry deputy secretary-

general Datuk Abdul Razak Jaafar
has been appointed the new Penang State
Secretary, replacing Datuk Seri Farizan
Darus who had retired on Nov 7 after 36
years of civil service.

The 56-year-old Abdul Razak has a
wealth of experience in his 27 years of
civil service, having been formerly the
Kuala Langat District Council president,
director of housing security section (land
development, public and private coopera-
tion unit under the Prime Minister’s Depart-
ment) and section secretary in the Finance
Department under the Defence Ministry.

He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Com-
munications from Universiti Putra Malay-
sia.

In a simple handover ceremony of duties
held at Dewan Sri Pinang on Nov 7, Farizan
said he had mixed feelings about his retire-
ment after having been the longest-serving
State Secretary in Penang for eight years

Abdul Razak is

Secretary

and eight months.

“There are ups and downs,” Farizan told
a press conference after the symbolic hand-
ing over ceremony on his last day of work
on Nov 7.

“But to be frank, I enjoy my work. [ have
not decided what to do after my retirement.
I am just the head of an organisation, the
actual work is done by the officers from the
bottom to the top levels. It’s a team effort.”

Asked by a reporter how he could cope
with his job when the federal government
was under Barisan Nasional before the 14th
General Election and the Penang govern-
ment was and still is under Pakatan Hara-
pan, Farizan said it was important to be
apolitical as a government servant.

“There was pressure no doubt. But as
long as you are not inclined to support any
party, you could survive. It might be diffi-
cult but you need to hold on to that principle.

“I managed to survive. Some said I be-
long to Umno but I did not register with any
party as a member until today (Nov 7).
Tomorrow, I don’t know,” Farizan said to
the laughter of the media personnel.

He said he spent 26 of his 36 years of

Abdul Razak (third from right) shaking hands with Farizan at the handover of duties
ceremony at Dewan Sri Pinang. The event was witnessed by Chow (centre), as well as
(from left) Phee, Law, Ahmad Zakiyuddin and Chong Eng.

civil service in Penang and during his time
as the State Secretary, he had seen heads of
several departments come and go.

The handover of duties ceremony was
witnessed by Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Ah-
mad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman, state
Speaker Datuk Law Choo Kiang, state
Deputy Speaker Dr Amar Pritpal Abdullah,
state executive councillors Phee Boon Poh,
Chong Eng and Yeoh Soon Hin, state Fi-
nancial Officer Datuk Sarul Bahiyah Abu,
state Legal Adviser Datuk Norazmi Mohd
Narawi and some heads of departments.

Chow said it was a historic day for the
state administration that Farizan would
reach the retirement age of 60 on Nov 8.

“It’s difficult for me to put it in words.
The Penang government will feel the loss
of a leader who is respected and honoured.

His discipline and integrity formed the
basis of his work which I hope will con-
tinue to be the thrust of the administration.

“This will produce a quality and produc-
tive workforce that can help the state realise
its vision.

“So, on behalf of the state government,
I thank him for his sacrifices and services
and wish him a happy retirement.”

In welcoming Abdul Razak, Chow
hoped the incoming State Secretary would
use his experience to continue the legacy
left by Farizan and take Penang further
forward via the state’s governing CAT
(competency, accountability, and transpar-
ency) principle.

“I hope he will also work well along with
the state government to realise all the objec-
tives we have to forge a smart state that in-
spires the nation in this digital era,” Chow said.
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Dua Residensi - Pemaju: Perbadanan Pembangunan Pulau Pinang | Nama Pihak Berkuasa yang Meluluskan Pelan Bangunan: Majlis Bandaraya Pulau Pinang | Nombor Rujukan Pelan Bangunan: MPPP/0SC/PB(6163)/13(LB) | Pajakan Negeri: 99 Tahun

(Tarikh Tamat Pajakan: 18/12/2115) | Tarikh Dijangka Siap:Jun 2019 | Bebanan: Tiada | Jumlah Unit Jenis 700kp: 346 unit | HargaJualanJenis 700kp: RM72,500 | Jumlah Unit Jenis 850kp: 174 unit | Harga Jualan Jenis 850kp: RM250,000 (Min) - RM275,000 (Maks) |
Jumlah Unit Jenis 1000kp: 174 unit | HargaJualan Jenis 1000kp: RM300,000 (Min) - RM330,000 (Maks)
No. Lesen Pemaju Perumahan: 8924-5/10-2019/03051(L) Tempoh Sah: 24/10/2018 - 23/10/2019 | No. Permit Iklan & Jualan: 8924-5/10-2019/03051(P) Tempoh Sah: 24/10/2018 - 23/10/2019

Jiran Residensi - Pemaju: Perbadanan Pembangunan Pulau Pinang | Nama Pihak Berkuasa yang Meluluskan Pelan Bangunan: Mailis Perbandaran Seberang Perai | Nombor Rujukan Pelan Bangunan: MPSP/40/20-24/38 | Pajakan Negeri: 99 Tahun
(Tarikh Tamat Pajakan: 23/11/2115) | Tarikh Dijangka Siap: Jun 2019 | Bebanan: Tiada | Jumlah Unit Jenis B (700kp): 353 unit | Harga Jualan Jenis B (700kp): RM72,500 | Jumlah Unit Jenis C2 (850kp): 150 unit | Harga Jualan Jenis C2 (850kp): RM200,000 (Min) - RM220,000 (Maks) |
Jumlah Unit Jenis C3 (1000kp): 204 unit | Harga Jualan Jenis C3 (1000kp): RM250,000 (Min) - RM275,000 (Maks)
No. Lesen Pemaju Perumahan: 8924-6/11-2019/0964(L) | Tempoh Sah:18/11/2017 - 17/11/2019 | No. Permit Iklan & Jualan: 8924-6/11-2019/0964(P) | Tempoh Sah: 18/11/2017 - 17/11/2019

- Sekatan Kepentingan: Tanah yang diberimilik ini tidak boleh dipindah milik, dicagar, pajak, pajakan kecil atau sebarang bentuk urusniaga tanpa kebenaran Pihak Berkuasa Negeri.

- Huraian ciri-ciri di dalam ini adalah cadangan sahaja serta semua ilustrasi dan gambar adalah gambaran artis sahaja dan adalah tertakluk kepada perubahan sebagaimana yang dianggap sesuai oleh pihak pemaju atau sebagaimana yang dinasihatkan oleh pakar-pakar

perunding atau diperlukan oleh pihak berkuasa.

- Sila rujuk kepada Surat Perjanjian Jual Beli bagi unit sebenar untuk mendapatkan spesifikasi dan penerangan yang telah diluluskan oleh pihak berkuasa dan unit sebenar akan dibina dengan sewajarnya.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
howkon w nang.gov.m

{Tg 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

{Tg 04 -383 9131
F) 04 - 383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

M

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.01 PENAGA

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman m
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor m

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

{Tg 04 -390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain

pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN2 mail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

T) 013 - 430 4400
P) 04-5767606

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04-351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT

YB Heng Lee Lee
b.emp&iqu_q_om

{T‘ 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
ihsiaoleun nan v.m

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.39 PULAU BETONG

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214
N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

DAP PENANG HQ
tream m

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad
jmmoham 2@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04 - 397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysrregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

(T

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999
& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Kalendar Pelancongan

By
=

R

N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye
[awi@d(aggg.grg

T) 04 - 5941163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah

ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lborahim

n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

U]

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

ET; 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

{T‘ 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 -280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611
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record

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

HEPenang government is

looking forward to breaking
the historical record for the highest
total approved manufacturing in-
vestment for the state this year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the state’s highest achieve-
ment was over RM12 billion,
which was attained in 2010.

“We have a few investments
which are currently under negotia-
tion. Some are awaiting the signing
of agreements, while others are
awaiting the incentive packages
from the federal government,”
Chow said in his speech after open-
ing the sapling planting ceremony
at Penang Science Park (North) on
Oct 23, in conjunction with the
50th anniversary of the Penang
Development Corporation (PDC).

Chow added that the said invest-
ments were mostly from the elec-
trical and electronics (E&E) indus-
try.

“We may be able to hit the
RM12 billion mark, or perhaps

r".\? F

inﬂ‘l

even exceed the figure should the
pending investments follow
through,” Chow said, adding that
the final amount of total approved
manufacturing investment for the
state could only be known via the
announcement from Malaysian
Investment Development Author-
ity (MIDA).

He added the state government
appreciates the factories as impor-
tant stakeholders in the state.

New market complex
in the pipeline

MARKETGOERS in Perak
Road can look forward to a brand-
new market complex in 2022.

Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) financial management
committee alternate chairman
Gooi Seong Kin said the commit-
tee has agreed to the leasing of a
plot of council land on Lot 969 in
Perak Road for 99 years to Ideal
Home Properties Dev Sdn Bhd in
return for a new market complex.

“The developer is to build a
market complex, also located in
Perak Road. The new market com-
plex will be built on Lot 169, 171,
272, 273, 544, 1897, 2159, 2160
and 2707,” he said in his speech
during the MBPP meeting at City
Hall on Oct 24.

MBPP town planning officer
Zulfigar Badri said the new three-
storey complex would be situated
behind the existing Perak Road
market.

“The new market complex is to
be equipped with disabled-friend-

ly facilities, parking lots, a drop-off
area, a People’s Plaza (Plaza
Rakyat) and elevators among oth-
ers.

“We proposed that the existing
Perak Road market not be demol-
ished during the construction of the
new market complex.

“Currently, there is also a tem-
porary hawker site in the area.

“The site will have to be cleared
towards the end of the construction
period to make way for the mar-
ket’s escalator and staircase,” he
said, adding that the affected hawk-
ers in the area who have registered
with the MBPP and the traders
from the existing Perak Road mar-
ket would be relocated to the new
market after its completion.

Zulfiqar said the developer was
planning to build a mixed develop-
ment project on Lot 969.

He said that the developer was
also planning to build a link bridge
connecting the project and the new
market complex.

“We are proud that Penang
continues to play its role as an in-
dustry driver, especially in the
E&E industry,” he said, commend-
ing PDC and investPenang for their
efforts.

A total of 100 saplings were
planted in the vicinity of Penang
Science Park (North) at the cere-
mony.

Three months ago, 100 saplings
were also planted in Persiaran Cas-

 — T
. ﬂ#_‘h
sia Barat 3.

PDC is planning to plant a total
of 506 saplings for the entire pro-
gramme.

Landscaping works in Road 1
and 3 at the Penang Science Park
(North) have also started since Sept
25.

The works are scheduled to be
completed on Feb 24.

The works include landscaping
the roundabout, pedestrian walk-

PDC employees planting the
saplings after the ceremony.

ways and cycling lanes and up-
grading the entrance signage.

The estimated cost is
RM936,398.

Also present were Deputy Chief
Minister I Datuk Ahmad Zakiyud-
din Abdul Rahman, Bukit Tambun
assemblyman Goh Choon Aik,
PDC general manager Datuk
Mohd Bazid Abd Kahar and Se-
berang Perai City Council mayor
Datuk Rozali Mohamud.

Penang Island City Council mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang (second from right), secretary Datuk Addnan
Mohd Razali (second from left), Gooi (right) and councilor Tan Seng Keat at the press conference after_
the MBPP meeting.

Council says ‘aye’ to PSP operating hours

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) has agreed to the proposal
to standardise the Penang Smart
Parking (PSP) operating hours in
Penang.

MBPP financial management
committee alternate chairman Gooi
Seong Kin said the commiittee, in a
meeting on Oct 10, had agreed with
the proposal.

“The operating hours are from
8am to 6pm (except Sundays and

public holidays).

“The current MBPP parking
coupons will be sold until Dec 31
this year and are valid until Dec 31,
2020,” he said in his speech during
the MBPP meeting at City Hall on
Oct 24.

On another matter, Gooi said that
PSP e-Coupon agents must comply
with the conditions imposed.

“The agents must be registered
with the Companies Commission of

Malaysia (SSM),” he said.

The council said there were six
e-Coupon agents currently — MBPP,
7-Eleven, Happy Mart, Jefesson,
Yang Agency, and PH Ocean.

The PSP system in Penang will
be managed by HeiTech Padu Ber-
had.

It was reported that non-smart-
phone users or smartphone users
without Internet data could pay their
PSP fees using the e-Coupons.
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prize-giving ceremony.

(Third row, centre) Rosn (in pink scarf), Phee and Goh (green baju kurung) with the winners after the

Students net 140 tonnes of recyclable waste

STUDENTS from various
schools in Seberang Perai became
environmental saviours after col-
lecting nearly 140 tonnes or
137,287.75kg of recyclable materi-
als in a recent campaign.

Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) secretary Rosnani
Mahmod said the haul was from
efforts of students in nine pre-
schools, 44 primary schools and 30
secondary schools during the cam-
paign from March 1 to Aug 30 this
year.

“The third edition of the recy-
cling campaign, organised by
Fraser and Neave Holdings Bhd
(F&N) and MBSP, and supported
by the Penang Education Depart-
ment and Tetra Pak (Malaysia) Sdn
Bhd, was aimed at spreading aware-
ness to students on how to help
protect the environment through
recycling based on the 8Rs philoso-
phy of Rethink, Refuse, Reduce,
Reuse, Repair, Re-gift, Recover and
Recycle.

“The increased number of par-
ticipating schools and amount of

recyclables collected during the
campaign this year shows a greater
awareness of the importance of
good recycling habits among school
children in Seberang Perai and how
they can play a role in conserving
the environment,” Rosnani said in
her speech during a prize-giving
ceremony at the MBSP building in
Bandar Perda, Bukit Mertajam on
Oct 24.

The winner in the pre-school
category was Tadika Interaktif,
which clinched the RM500 grand
prize with 90.19kg recorded per
student.

Last year’s winner, SJK (C)
Kuang Yu, seized the top spot once
again in the primary school catego-
ry after accumulating an average of
199.25kg of recyclables per student
to win a cash prize of RM1,400.

SABK Al Madrasah Al Khairiah
Al Islamiah regained first place in
the secondary school category after
dropping to second last year with
an accumulation of 15kg of recy-
clables per student, taking home
RM1,400.

Other special awards were also
given to the schools under catego-
ries like most aluminium recycled,
most plastic recycled, most e-waste
recycled, most beverage cartons
recycled and the most creative re-
cycling corners.

F&N corporate affairs manager
Cariessa Goh said the recycling
campaign this year received over-
whelming support from schools in
Seberang Perai as students and
teachers became more aware and
dedicated than ever in making this
year’s campaign a success.

State Welfare, Caring Society,
and Environment Commiittee chair-
man Phee Boon Poh, who was also
present, said a holistic approach
was important in saving Mother
Earth.

“With this campaign, we can
ensure that the young ones consist-
ently recycle and this will eventu-
ally cultivate a generation which
appreciates Mother Earth,” he said
in his speech before presenting the
prizes to representatives from the
winning schools.
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Time to review
guldelines, says
councillor

Story by Christopher Tan

COUNCILLOR from the
enang Island City Council
(MBPP) has called for a review of
policies and guidelines pertaining to
MBPP’s enforcement action.

Councillor Azahari Aris said the
review was needed to fine-tune en-
forcement action; so that the process
could be more suited with current
developments.

“Five to 10 years ago, we have
rarely encountered people belittling
the council for the enforcement action
taken. This situation has changed
with the advent of Information Tech-
nology (IT).

“People have been treating the
internet or other social media applica-
tions as ‘licence’ to express their
views; to such an extent that they
become extreme.

“We have seen hate postings in the
social media. The ‘viral syndrome’
and the act of disparaging the council
have become a norm.

“Those who condemned the coun-
cil no longer fear the consequences
as they are hiding in the virtual

world,” he said.

He said that the sense of decency
by the council, sometimes, had been
construed as a “weakness”.

“Itis time for the council to review
the policies and guidelines pertaining
to enforcement action.

“Stern action must be taken
against those who disregard the poli-
cies and guidelines. It is also to serve
as a lesson to others,” he said in his
speech during the MBPP meeting at
City Hall on Oct 24.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang said he agreed with Azahari to
some extent.

“The council adopts the ‘last in,
first out’ approach when it deals with
illegal structures or stalls.

“The council will take action
against any new illegal structure first.

“We agree with Azahari’s state-
ment that our unit should be more
responsive in social media.

“We have to counter (allegations
in the social media) with facts. We
take note of his suggestion.

“(Allegations in the social media)
travel very fast, hence, we must re-
spond equally fast too,” he said.

Nurturing young minds to reduce waste

EDUCATING the younger
generation on practising the 5Rs
(Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Repur-
pose and Recycle) is vital for a
sustainable environment.

Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang said according to statistics,
an individual in Penang generates
an average of 1.2 kg of waste
daily.

“Every day, 300 lorries carry-
ing waste are sent to the Pulau
Burung landfill. Imagine the
amount of thrash that will get ac-
cumulated over there.
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“In order to increase the life
span of our landfill, we need to
reduce the amount of waste gener-
ated,” said Yew during his speech
at the prize-giving ceremony of
“Kempen Kitar Semula F&N and
MBPP 2019” on Oct 23.

Yew said the composition of
waste generated consists of food
and organic (40.03%), plastics
(22.79%), diapers (5.67%), garden
waste (5.86%) and others such as
glass, textiles and metals (17.54%).

“If we do not make an attempt
to reduce the waste generated,
perhaps our last choice would be
the incinerator which is costly,”
Yew added.

The eighth edition of the cam-
paign, which saw the participation
of 116 schools (pre-school, pri-
mary and secondary schools) on
the island, successfully collected
153,093.21 kg of recyclable items.

SK Batu Ferringhi emerged as
the champion in the pre-school
category by collecting 49.8kg of
recyclables per student

Second place went to SJK (T)
Jalan Sungai with 36.1kg per stu-
dent while SK Balik Pulau was
third with 33kg of recyclables.
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PGO Hits The Road

HE United Nations called
for “Elimination of Violence
Against Women” and Penang is
the first and only state in Malaysia
to answer the call and organise
Penang Goes Orange (PGO) cam-
paign on yearly basis since 2014.
The main organiser, Penang
Women’s Development Corpora-
tion (PWDC), recognizes the
importance of not just pushing for
changes in legislation, such as the
introduction of an all-encompass-
ing “Sexual Harassment Act”, but
also raising public awareness and
building a society with a strong
support network for women and
girls. It is believed that commu-
nity empowerment is the key de-
terrent to sexual abuse cases and
also a prerequisite to a world
where everyone is free to pursue
their dreams and ambitions with-
out fear and discrimination. With
that in mind, PWDC has worked
with the private sector, NGOs,
colleges and community event
organizers to have 27 PGO road-
shows to reach deeper into the
communities this year.

For starter, PWDC engaged
students from colleges such as
IPK College and KDU University
College Penang with information
about sexual abuse in Malaysia.
In turn, the young generation ap-
proached the communities in
PGO roadshows and invited them
to write messages as their com-

Participants who voiced their support through messages were given
a chance to spin the Wheel of Fortune and win a prize.

PGO roadshows brought the young together in a conversation to
stop violence against women.

mitment to stop sexual abuses

against women and girls.
Interestingly, the messages

often reveal the priorities and

focus of each community. While
students and working adults tend
to support stopping violence as a
whole, retirees in their 60s and

Some messages that stood out were ‘l sayang (Adore in Malay) my
wife a lot’, ‘We are married for 40 years’ and “Wo Ai Ni’ (I Love You).

above are more concerned about
domestic violence.

From the roadshow, it can be
seen that the majority of the pub-
lic, both women and men, are
aware and also condemn sexual
abuse against women. Unfortu-
nately, there are a few “black
sheep”. For example, an elderly
man insisted it is a “must” to hit
a woman when she “did some-
thing wrong” and therefore re-
quires some “disciplining”, ac-
cording to his reasoning. While
his statement is most certainly
repulsive, it acts as an insight into
how some men react aggressively
when confronted with life chal-

lenges. In his case, he chose to
resort to violence in a vile attempt
to exert power and control over
his wife and his situation, instead
of having a conversation in a
proper manner. One cannot help
but wonder how would he reacts
if his son-in-law treats his daugh-
ter the same way?

Naturally, it is believed that he
represents only just one of many
misogynistic men still lurking in
Penang today and that is exactly
why campaign such as PGO is
important and must be continued
until the state is free of all forms
of violence against women and
girls.

Through the lens of a PGO animator

FOUR teams of young student
animators were on board to col-
laborate with Penang Women’s
Development Corporation
(PWDC) in promoting Penang
Goes Orange (PGO) this year.
One of the animators was a
particularly creative and gifted
19-years-old. Her name is Les-
lie.

In her work, we see the scene
opened with a woman covered
in bruises hugging her knees,
trembling and crying helplessly.
She was then approached by a
cynical-looking man who ex-
torts her with a nude picture that
was taken without her consent.
She fell into despair.

It was then two words ap-
pears eerily on screen, “Shame”
and “Scared”, followed by
“Stopped me to get help”.

It is a reflection of how Les-
lie felt when she was molested
by a stranger. During her intern-
ship, Leslie was approached by

PGO is organised by PWDC on
yearly basis to raise awareness
and stop violence against women.

a stranger who posed as some-
one who had lost his way. While
pretending to look at the naviga-
tion app on Leslie’s phone, he
placed his hand on her chest for
a full five seconds. Leslie was
paralyzed. The perpetrator got
away. She was left with the
sting of shame and fear.

Just when you think things

could not get worse, life has its
way of playing a cruel joke with
you. That was what happened to
Leslie. She approached her
mother and grandmother in
search of help. Instead of find-
ing comfort and strength from
their support, she was told in-
stead “not to make a big deal
out of it” and they stopped her
from making a police report.
Leslie was devastated. The
only real silver lining in her

endless tunnel of blinding
darkness was her sister, who
was furious with their mother
and grandmother. The sister
understandably and rightfully
so insisted Leslie to seek help
from the police.

Just like the female protagonist
who finally find hope in the ani-
mation video, Leslie was able to
find solace in her sister’s arms.
Now, Leslie is not a victim. She
1S a survivor.

Go to the Facebook page of
Penang Women’s Development
Corporation (PWDC) for the
animation video and more con-
tent about PGO.

(Leslie is not her real name.
The name of the survivor and
the characters are altered to
protect her and her family.)

A gender-sensitive society with
a strong supporting network for
women and girls are critical to
deter sexual abuse.
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Penang focuses on 3 verticals in SG demo

ENANG will prioritise

three of nine verticals
(fields or areas) under the 5G
Demonstration Project (SGDP),
namely in manufacturing, tour-
ism and smart city.

This was revealed by state
Housing, Local Government,
Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo after a briefing by
Malaysian Communications
and Multimedia Commission
(MCMC) officials to some of
the state executive officers and
industry players in Penang on
Oct 23.

The 5GDP, which will be
conducted for a six-month pe-
riod from this month until

March next year, is a test on the
preparedness of the country to
implement the 5G technology.

The other verticals are agri-
culture, education, entertain-
ment and media, digital health-
care, oil and gas and smart
transportation.

Penang is one of the six
states chosen by the Communi-
cations and Multimedia Minis-
try, through MCMC, as the test
bed for the demonstration pro-
ject of 5G technology.

The other states are Kedah,
Perak, Selangor, Terengganu
and Kuala Lumpur.

“The Penang government is
indeed very proud and would
like to thank the ministry for

Ng (left) with Ocean Tuition Centre’s representative Oh Bee Hoon

(second from left), Khai Wen (right), Hui King (second from right) and

an uncle of both teenagers.

Lend a helping hand

LIFE has been harsh on three
brothers and a sister who lost their
parents in just a year due to ill-
nesses.

It is learnt that the siblings lost
their father last year and their
mother this year.

The siblings, Khor Khai Wen,
18, Khor Hui King, 16, Khor Khai
Sheng, 12, and Khor Khai Ming,
eight, continued to strive for suc-
cess despite the unforeseen inci-
dents.

The children are now living
with their relative.

The heartbreaking plight of the
children was noticed by their
schools and a tuition centre.

Air [tam assemblyman Joseph
Ng said the Ocean Tuition Centre
has agreed to provide free tuition
classes for three of the siblings.

Khai Wen has completed his

Form Five studies.

“The centre has agreed to trans-
port the children from their re-
spective schools to the tuition
centre after school hours,” Ng
said after attending the Children’s
Day celebration in SJK(C) Chung
Hwa Confucian A in Jalan Ibetson
on Oct 23.

SJIK (C) Chung Hwa Confu-
cian A headmaster Choong Teik
Keong also said the school was
caring towards its pupils’ welfare
and would do its best to assist
them.

Also present were Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow’s wife Tan
Lean Kee, state Tourism Develop-
ment, Arts, Culture and Heritage
Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin, and Bukit Gelugor MP Ram-
karpal Singh’s representative Jo-
seph Tan.

selecting us for the project,”
Jagdeep told a press conference
in Komtar.

“We hope we can be 5G
ready by next September be-
cause we are going to host the
World Congress on Information
Technology (WCIT).

“We just came back from
Armenia (which held the WCIT
2019). Next year will be very
appropriate and timely for this
demonstration project to suc-
ceed by then.

“We will be having nearly
four to five thousand delegates
from all over world converging
here on Penang to see how the
state has developed, with this
5G technology included.”

Jagdeep said Penang has
many applications ongoing in
terms of smart city initiatives,
such as smart bus stop, first
digital library in Malaysia,
smart parking system and the
first city in Asia to enjoy Ter-

ragraph.

He added that 22 smart ini-
tiatives had already been com-
pleted in Penang, six are ongo-
ing and four are in the pipeline.

Also present at the press
conference were state executive
councillor Zairil Khir Johari,
MCMC chief digital officer
Gerard Lim Kim Meng, MCMC
head of northern region Rizal
Abd Malek and MCMC Digital
Innovation Department chief R.
Malini.

Lim concurred with Jagdeep
that Penang has already got a
base of ready applications, es-
pecially related to smart city.

“We’re excited at the oppor-
tunity of bringing 5G to Pen-
ang. We would like to see how
this application can now be
further enhanced with the abil-
ity of 5G connectivity.”

While some quarters may be
concerned with health issues
over the electro-magnetic trans-

mission from the towers, Lim
said he could provide reports
from World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) or US studies prov-
ing otherwise.

Lim said after MCMC issues
the necessary spectrum to the
telcos, the later would then do
the commercial roll out of 5G
by the second half of next year.

“Infra sharing is the way to
go. The cost of deploying 5G is
high. Most of the equipment is
not made in Malaysia.

“We are really promoting
infra sharing and are trying to
formulate a programme to see
how this network sharing can
really happen.

“Instead of everyone sub-
scribing to the fibre, the tower
can be fibred by one provider
and then shared with others.
The objective of infra sharing
is obviously to reduce the cost.
If we can reduce the cost, it will
benefit everyone.”

Proposal as follows:-

TITLE

OPENING DATE
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CHIEF MINISTER OF PENANG INCORPORATED

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The offer is made to local and international bidders to participate in the Request for

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF COASTAL
RESORT AND SPA, NORTH EAST DISTRICT, PENANG, MALAYSIA

:1st NOVEMBER 2019 (FRIDAY)

CLOSING DATE: 31st DECEMBER 2019 (TUESDAY)

1. The RFP can be downloaded from the Penang State Government portal at
http://www.penang.gov.my/ from 1st November 2019 and to be submitted to
the Secretariat by 31st December 2019.

2. Completed proposal should be sealed in an envelope clearly marked at the top
righthand corner of the parcel as ‘Request for Proposal For The Development
Of Coastal Resort and Spa, North East District, Penang, Malaysia’.
Bidders are requested to submit the proposal before 12.00 noon on
31st December 2019 to:
The Secretariat,
Chief Minister of Penang Incorporated (CMI),
Level 47, KOMTAR,
10503 Penang,
Malaysia.

3. Proposals submitted after the closing date will not be entertained.

4, Any enquiries please contact CMI Office at 04-650 5711 / 04-6505679 or email to

sitihajarabdulrahim@penang.gov.my.




Keeping the
La Sallian
spirit alive

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Nur Afiqah Zai-
nudi

HE Lasallians have al-

ways been noted for their
devoted educators who provide
excellent education to students,
whether rich or poor.

They see the importance of
education. And this trait was
not forgotten at the La Salle
Tercentenary Dinner when the
organisers handed out some
financial aid to 20 students
from St Xavier’s Institution
(SXD).

Organising chairman Jeffrey
Chew said the event was organ-
ised basically to raise funds for
needy students and also give an
opportunity for old Xaverians
to be reunited and understand
what the school was going
through.

He said the Parent-Teacher
Association (PIBG) and the
school raised about RM10,000
from the inaugural SXI Padang
Kota Run in July to help the 20
students, who may have diffi-
culty even to pay for their ex-
aminations.

“The school’s board of gov-
ernors has decided to have this
event (dinner). One of the im-
portant things is to reach out to
old Xaverians about the impor-
tance of community as well as
to help current students,” said
Chew, who is also the Penang
Port Commission chairman.

Chew said the dinner was
held to commemorate the 300th
anniversary of the passing of St
John Baptist De La Salle, the
founder of the Institute of
Brothers of the Christian School
who passed away in 1719.

On top of that, Chew said the
SXI Class of 85/87 had raised
RM110,000 in the last four
years, of which RM27,000 was
given away as bursaries to nine
students to further their educa-
tion after Sijil Pelajaran Malay-
sia (SPM) and Sijil Tinggi
Pelajaran Malaysia (STPM) in
September.

Three students received
RMS5,000 each, two RM3,000

each, two RM2,000 each and
two RM1,000 each.

Chew paid tribute to some of
his teachers for their dedicated
service. He also thanked SXI
principal Dr Sim Hock Keat,
who would be retiring at the
end of the year.

The dinner was attended by
500 guests, including Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, SXI
Brother Director Datuk Rev
Brother Anthony Rogers, Pulau
Tikus assemblyman Chris Lee,
PIBG chairman Victor Tan,
organising vice-chairman See
Swee Sie and SXI counsellor
James Koay.

Chow, in his speech, said the
event was a celebration of fel-
lowship, friendship, unity in
community service, developing
anetwork of La Sallians young
and old, and a recognition of St
John Baptist and the Christian
Brothers.

“Throughout the world, cel-
ebrations are held to com-
memorate the event with an
emphasis that La Sallians are
One, One Heart, One Commit-
ment, One Life.

“The Xaverian and La Sal-
lian spirit is deeply entrenched
in the five core principles of
faith, respect, community, edu-
cation and concern for the poor
and social justice.

“These teachings and tradi-
tions of the La Sallian schools
across the nation which empha-
sise charity and giving while
looking out for the last, the
least and the lost, are truly to
be commended.

“Such teachings, especially
in the current times, are so pre-
cious and rare. These are les-
sons and values that we want
to instil in our younger genera-
tion.”

Chow later joined the organ-
ising committee members and
other dignitaries in the cake-
cutting ceremony. He also
presented the financial aid on
behalf of the organising com-
mittee to the students and also
a long service award to 87-year-
old Vincent Michael, a former
laboratory assistant.

gy N

A happy reunion for some of the former Xaverians and friends at the dinner.
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Open tender for PTMP projects set for next year

Story by Riadz Akmal
Pix by Chan Kok Kuan

HE Penang government is

hoping to call for an open
tender for the Penang Transport
Master Plan (PTMP) projects in
the second half of next year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the state and the project deli-
very partner were looking at the
financial structure and other as-
pects of the PTMP.

“The second half (target) is
more realistic. The first halfis a bit
too soon.

“We welcome those interested
to put in their proposals and their
bids (when the tender is called) so
that the government can choose the
best ‘solution’ to help us realise the
projects under the PTMP.

“I believe that there will be
many consortium of companies
that will be interested,”” Chow told
reporters after delivering his key-
note address at the Penang Trans-
port Forum 2019: Unlocking
Mobility in Penang Through Rail

on Oct 15.

Chow was referring to the Pe-
nang South Reclamation (PSR),
Pan Island Link 1 (PIL1) and Ba-
yan Lepas LRT projects.

“Like it or not, it (the PSR) is
the financial model to support the
(other) two projects.

“The three projects (PSR, PIL1
and Bayan Lepas LRT) are ‘bund-
led together’,” Chow said, adding
that several consortium of compa-
nies and banks had expressed in-
terest in taking part in the projects.

Chow said works within each
project could be packaged out.

“Works such as the civil structu-
ral works, the system, and others
can be packaged out.

“We have no restriction on for-
eign companies bidding for the
projects. They may also work with
local companies. I believe that the
projects are quite big.

“Of course, we welcome local
participation,” he said.

Chow said that the PTMP is
viable.

“If the PTMP is not viable,

Jagdeep proposes six months
to ‘clear’ property overhang

PENANG Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo has proposed
to lower the foreign property
purchase threshold from
RM1,000,000 to RM800,000 for
high-rise properties on the is-
land.

He also suggested that it
should only be done for a period
of six months instead of a year
to address the issue of property
overhang.

“l disagree with the
RM600,000 threshold fixed by
the federal government under
Budget 2020.

“I suggest that Penang should
only lower the threshold to
RMS800,000 for high-rise proper-
ties on the island, and only for a
period of six months. This will
help developers to sell their
properties.

“More people will rush to buy
when there is a limited time,” he
told a press conference after of-
ficiating the World Town Plan-
ning 2019 celebration on Oct 21.

Jagdeep said he would pro-
pose this move in the next state
executive council meeting.

He added the property over-
hang issue in Penang was still
manageable.

“We have managed to reduce
the numbers from 3,916 in 2017
to 3,502 last year; while Johor,
Selangor and Kuala Lumpur saw
an increase in the numbers of
overhang properties.

“The number of unsold units
is still relatively low in Penang,”
he said.

Jagdeep explained that the
state had a different foreign prop-
erty purchase threshold on the
mainland.

“The foreign property pur-
chase threshold is RM500,000
for high-rise properties on the
mainland. The state will not in-
crease it to be in accordance with
the RM600,000 threshold fixed
by the federal government under
Budget 2020,” he said.

Jagdeep said he had reminded
property developers to focus on
building more affordable hous-
ing units, rather than just luxury
homes.

On a separate matter, Jagdeep
said land reclamation could pro-
tect the island from the rising sea
waters, voicing his support for
the Penang South Reclamation
project.

Also present were several
state assemblymen and Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang.

(From left) Bombardier Transportation vice-president (head of South East Asia) Jayaram Naidu, Chow
and Canadian High Commissioner to Malaysia Julia Bentley at the forum discussion during the Penang
Transport Forum 2019: Unlocking Mobility in Penang Through Rail.

companies and banks would not arrange the financing of the pro-
have come forward and they would  jects.
not have formed consortiums to “This gives us the confidence to

move ahead since it is financially
possible to deliver the PTMP pro-
jects,” he added.
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commends
Gujaratis

HE state government is loo-

king forward to working to-
gether with the Gujaratis to trans-
form Penang into an international
and intelligent state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the Gujarati communi-
ty in Penang plays an important
role in the economic development
of the state.

“The Gujaratis and other North
Indian communities have a very
long history in Malaysia and are
believed to have arrived in Penang
back in the 19th century.

“The Gujaratis are a peaceful,
hardworking and business-orien-
ted community; living peacefully
with the other Indian communiti-
es and ethnic groups in this coun-
try,” Chow said in his speech
during the Penang Gujarati Asso-
ciation’s Festival of Lights Diwa-
li Dinner on Nov 1.

Chow urged the various com-
munities to work together with the
Penang government to make the
state cleaner, greener, safer and

healthier; or in short, a better
state to live in, study, work and
play.

“We will continue to work hard
to improve the economy, which
will in turn, provide new jobs
especially in knowledge-based
industries,” he said.

Penang Gujarati Association
president Datuk Taizoon H.
Teybkhan said the event attracted
over 160 guests from the Gujara-
ti community.

“The first annual dinner was
held 30 years ago,” he said, ad-
ding that it is important for the
younger generation of Gujaratis
to know more about their culture
and tradition.

Also present were Deputy Chi-
ef Minister II Prof Dr P. Rama-
samy and Chow’s wife Tan Lean
Kee.

Earlier on Oct 25, the Gujarati
Samaj Penang organised the 69th
Diwali Nite 2019, themed “Co-
lours of Diwali”.

It was a joyous celebration with

foot-tapping songs, vibrant per-
formances, and flavoursome
North Indian dishes.

Gujaratis usually celebrate
Deepavali for a week.

Chow, who was the chief guest
at the celebration, commended the
association (Gujarati Samaj Pe-
nang) for its contributions to the
socio-economic development of
Penang.

“The state government values
your contributions to our econo-
mic development. We look for-
ward to working with you to
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Dancers in colourful traditional attire performing a Gujarati dance at the event.

transform Penang into an interna-
tional and intelligent state.

“The state is witnessing nu-
merous job opportunities and
many expatriates, including the
Gujaratis and North Indian expa-
triates, are residing in Penang.

“Not only that, the state is also
growing, and its economy is
expanding.

“We hope that Penang will
continue to grow economically
and provide new job opportuniti-
es, especially in knowledge-based
industries.

Cheer for children with special needs

CHILDREN from Cerebral
Palsy Children’s Association of
Penang (PKAPP) had an enjoy-
able morning when they took
part in a gathering cum Deep-
avali celebration with their
families and staff at the asso-
ciation’s premises in Jalan
Masjid Negeri.

Among the highlights at the
function were the lighting up of
kuthu vilakku (oil lamp), danc-
es, cake cutting, certificate
presentation and distribution of
goodie bags and red packets.

PKAPP president Ng Fook
On, in his welcoming speech on
Oct 31, said the association took
the opportunity to bring joy and
fun to the children during the
Festival of Lights.

“We would like to bring to-
gether all the children, their
families, staff and friends to
encourage the spirit of sharing
and caring.

“Children are encouraged to
show their talents with their

“These will enable us to move
up the value chain,” Chow said
during his speech at the function.

Gujarati Samaj Penang presi-
dent Shashikant Popatlal Gathani
said the Gujaratis had not only
contributed economically, but also
culturally and socially.

Also present were Penang
Consultative Goodwill Council
president Tan Sri Dr Mohd Yussof
Latiff, and trustees of Gujarati
Samaj Penang Datuk P.P. Shah,
Hamendra Kamdar and Datuk
Jugal Kishor Shivlal.

(From 11th from left) Alagesan and Ng joining other guests at the Deepavali celebration.

performances and we are grate-
ful to the teachers for helping
and preparing them for this
event,” he added.

Also present were Penang
Hindu Endowment Board chief
executive officer Datuk M. Ra-

machandran and PKAPP found-
er Alagesan Ayaru.

Alagesan said PKAPP, which
was established in 2016, has
been actively involved in vari-
ous community and welfare-
based programmes and events.

“Our mission is to uplift the
lower income community and
our vision is aligned with our
motto, ‘Serve Community, De-
velop Community’.

“We would very much like to
move further and in order to do

more, we need financial assis-
tance.

“Hence, we appeal to kind-
hearted people to come forward
and support us generously or
sponsor our projects,” he add-
ed.



Story by Riadz Akmal
Pix by Law Suun Ting

HE Penang government
welcomes any possible colla-
boration between the state and
Hong Kong to further boost the
economic growth of Penang.
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the state looked forward to
collaborating with Hong Kong to
strengthen economic growth and
trade relations.
“The Penang government is also
open to possible collaborations in
new areas,” he said after meeting
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Penang, Hong Kong
aim to strengthen
bilateral ties

delegates from the Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Office in
Jakarta who paid a courtesy visit on
Chow at his office on Oct 17.

The Hong Kong Economic and
Trade Office in Jakarta represents
the Hong Kong Special Admini-
strative Region Government in
matters between Hong Kong and
the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (Asean) as a whole.

Hong Kong Economic and Trade
Office in Jakarta director-general
Kin-Wai Law, who led the delega-
tion, said Penang and Hong Kong
shared similarities in many areas.

“Penang has a lot of potential,
especially in economic growth.
There are many areas for both Hong
Kong and Penang to look at, like
eCommerce, digital economy and
artificial intelligence.

“We look forward to sharing our
experiences and learning from Pe-
nang,” Kin-Wai said.

Later, Chow invited the delega-
tes to take part in the World Con-
gress on Information Technology
(WCIT) which will be held in Pe-
nang from Sept 13 to 16 next year
at Setia SPICE Convention Centre
in Bayan Lepas.

Chow presenting a book titled ‘Over Penang’ with drone photographs

of the state to Kin-Wai (left).

Responding to that, Kin-Wai said
that it would be an honour for them
to take part in the event, while also
encouraging other entrepreneurs
from Hong Kong to participate.

Also present were Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Office in
Jakarta deputy director Ricky
Cheng and its commercial relations
officer Rayson I.C. Hutapea.

Fun ride and walk for a good cause
M ('\

SOME 1,000 people took part in the
“Charity Family Fun Ride & Walk
2019 at Pantai Hospital Penang in
Bayan Lepas recently in an effort to
help the underprivileged.

Pantai Hospital Penang chief ex-
ecutive officer Pan Wen Lek said the
fundraising event was a collaboration
between Pantai Hospital Penang and
the Lions Club of George Town
Mutiara (Lions GTM) for the second
consecutive year.

“The funds will be used to help
the underprivileged in various free
treatments and surgeries, ranging
from eye cataract, heart diseases,
total knee replacement to hip replace-
ment and other general procedures.

“All registration fees collected
from the day’s event will be chan-
nelled to the Lions GTM-Pantai
Penang Medical Fund.

“At the same time, a total of
RM2,500 from sales of roses in
conjunction with Pink October event
was also channelled to the Lions
Club of George Town Mutiara (Li-
ons GTM),” he said in his speech
before presenting a mock cheque for
RM105,000 to the Lions GTM-
Pantai Penang Medical Fund during
the opening ceremony.

Lions Club of George Town
Mutiara (Lions GTM) president Sam
Miew Heng said the programme has
provided an opportunity for the com-
munity to participate in a good cause
while keeping fit.

“We hope to see more Penangites
and communities from surrounding
states stepping forward to participate
in our future fundraising events such

Pan (left) presenting a mock cheque for RM105,000 to Lions Clubs
International District 308 B2 Malaysia past district governor (PDG) Datuk
Khoo Kay Huat (right). - Pix courtesy of Parkway Pantai Public Relations

Office

as this, in aid of underprivileged
communities,” she added.

Apart from that, Pan also an-
nounced the “Healthy Neighbour-
hood Initiative’ and new updates for
the hospital’s mobile application,
known as PantaiPGApp.

“The Pantai Hospital Penang
‘Healthy Neighbourhood Initiative’
is a community-based programme
that aims to address the needs of the
surrounding residents who stay
within 10km radius from Pantai
Hospital Penang.

“Through this initiative, residents
who use the ‘Healthy Neighbour-
hood Card’ at the hospital will receive
free annual health screening, free
ambulance service within 10km ra-
dius and free transportation to and

from Pantai Hospital Penang within
10km radius. In addition, residents
will also receive a 50% discount on
bed charges and claim up to RM100
rebate on admission bill.

“To enjoy the benefits of the ini-
tiative, residents need to register as a
member of Pantai Hospital Penang
Family Rewards Club at www.pan-
taipenang.com or through the Pan-
taiPg Mobile App,” Pan added.

The Charity Family Fun Ride
& Walk 2019 event was divided
into two categories — ride and
walk. The ride category involved
a total of 38km ride on bicycle
and the walk category covered a
Skm distance. Participants for
both categories were flagged off
at Pantai Hospital Penang.

Lee (centre) having a discussion with Ong (rlght) and MBPP councillor
Tan Hooi Peng at the abandoned hawker complex.

Mount Erskine hawker
complex likely to be revived

A HAWKER complex near Ta-
man Kiristal in Mount Erskine,
which has been unoccupied for over
a decade, is expected to see a
makeover soon.

Pulau Tikus assemblyman Chris
Lee Chun Kit said the old premises
with a size 0f4,020sq ft and housing
47 stalls would be transformed into
a better place in future.

He said it has been a waste of
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
property which has been left vacant
for more than 10 years.

Hence, he added, it would be for
the betterment of the community if
the complex could be turned into a
beneficial place.

He, however, said nothing has
been finalised yet as an engagement
process was being carried out to seek

feedback from residents in the
neighbourhood.

“We are now in the midst of
gathering their views before making
any decision.

“We hope to find a solution that
will benefit the residents for the long
term,” he said at a press conference
in Mount Erskine on Oct 20.

A public engagement session
was held at the Balai Rakyat in the
neighbourhood earlier.

It was an initiative undertaken by
Penang Women Development Cor-
poration (PWDC), MBPP, Pulau
Tikus service centre and Pantai
Molek Village Community Man-
agement Council (MPKK) to seek
the people’s response.

Also present was PWDC chief
executive officer Ong Bee Leng.
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