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Story by Christopher Tan and
Edmund Lee

HE Penang Island City Council

(MBPP) has explained that the an-
nual assessment tax is dependent on the
annual rental value of a property.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang
said while it was a requirement for the
council, under Section 137(3) of the
Local Government Act 1976, to review
the assessment tax every five years,
MBPP has not been doing so since 2005.

“Due to certain reasons, the review
was delayed for 15 years,” Yew told a
press conference after the council meet-
ing at the City Hall on Sept 26.

On Sept 13, state Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo
had said that after reviewing the last
assessment tax hike 15 years ago, MBPP
and Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) have decided to raise the tax
next year.

He said MBPP and MBSP have been
recording an annual deficit budget since
2016.

He, however, said the state’s new as-
sessment tax for 2020 would still be the
lowest in the country compared with
other states.

“Itis still the lowest if we compare with
other properties in Kuala Lumpur, Petal-
ing Jaya, Shah Alam and Subang Jaya,”
he said at a press conference in Komtar.

Jagdeep also said the tax increase
would garner additional revenue for
MBPP and MBSP next year.

He added that MBPP could expect to
gain an additional RM54 million while
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2) Government will reduce next year's tax rate, e.g. this year's 8.5%

will reduce to 5.8% next year.

3) Assessment rate is collected to build & maintain public
infrastructures, e.g. roads, parks, street lights, rubbish collection,
market buildings, public safety, bus stations, public swimming pools,
stadiums, trees trimming, traffic lights, drainage maintenance, and

other facilities.

4) Since the last rate adjustment in 2005, the cost of providing
public infrastructures has increased significantly (MBPP +2915%;

MBSP +784%).

5) Members of the public can also appeal on the assessment rate.

MBSP would see an additional RM39
million which will allow both councils
to implement several infrastructure
projects between 2020 and 2022.

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali Moha-
mud agreed with Jagdeep, saying that
the hike was in accordance with the
provisions of the law.

He said those owners who are against
the increase can make an appeal.

Yew quoted an example of the assess-
ment tax of a medium-cost apartment in
Sungai Dua.

“Back in 2005, the annual rental
value of the property was RMS5,150
which was equivalent to about RM429
rental value per month.

“Fifteen years later, the annual rental
value of the same property is reviewed.
The annual rental of the property is
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Assessment rate adjusted,

more services for rakyat

1) Your property’s annual rental value is based on data from Inland
Revenue Board (LHDN) & property market reports, e.g. this year, your
property’s rental value is RM6,130, next year will be RM9,510.

valued at RM8,140 which is equivalent
to about RM678 rental value per month.

“Property owners have to understand
that the review of the annual rental
value of their property affects the as-
sessment tax,” he said.

Yew added that MBPP was concerned
about the increase in assessment tax; and
had therefore lowered the percentage of
the assessment rate for 2020.

“We have 17 types of property on
Penang island which include industries,
commercial complexes, hotels, residen-
tial apartments, residential landed prop-
erties, and others. The percentage of the
assessment rate differs according to the
types of property,” he said.

Referring to his earlier example, he
said the annual rental value of the me-
dium-cost apartment in Sungai Dua was
RMS5,150 in 2005, and the percentage of
the assessment rate was 8.5% then.

“However, we have lowered the per-
centage of the assessment rate to 5.8%
for the said property for the year 2020.
This is to reduce the impact on property
owners as the annual rental of the prop-
erty is now valued at RMS,140.

“The council obtained the annual
rental value of properties from the In-
land Revenue Board of Malaysia as
well as other usable statistics,” he said.

Yew said the council would be going
to the ground to explain the assessment
tax to the public.

“We are now collecting data and
objections filed by property owners
with regard to the assessment tax. They
have until Oct 14 to send in their ap-
peals against the new assessment tax,”
he said.
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More smart parking sensors installed

HE company managing the

Penang Smart Parking (PSP)
system, HeiTech Padu Berhad, has
installed 1,031 sensors as of Sept 20
this year - before the deadline set by
Local Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo.

The PSP system was launched on
Aug 18, and there were some issues
that needed to be addressed.

“The first was that the PSP ap-
plication on Google Play was not
available for Android users. The issue
was solved on Aug 22.

“The second issue was the instal-
lation of smart sensors at the council
parking lots in Penang. The company
had to install 997 sensors, but they
only managed to put up 30 at that
time.

“It was because the stocks were
stranded in Hong Kong. The airport
in Hong Kong was closed due to the
unrest and the stocks had to be trans-
ported to Malaysia by sea. A deadline
was given to HeiTech Padu to com-
plete the installation of the remaining
967 sensors.

“The company had to install the
remaining 967 sensors by Sept 24.
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Jagdeep (left) and Abdul Halim (right) showing the PSP app and leaflet after the press conference.

Joining them is Yew.

am happy that the company managed
to meet the deadline given.

“In fact, they (the company) have
installed an additional 34 sensors,
making it a total of 1,031 as of Sept
20,” Jagdeep told a press conference
in Bishop Street on Sept 24.

The sensors were installed at 655
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
normal parking lots and 12 parking
lots for the disabled on the Penang
island.

The sensors were also put up at
352 Seberang Perai City Council

(MBSP) normal parking lots, eight
parking lots for the disabled and four
parking lots for pregnant women on
the Penang mainland.

Jagdeep said the installation of
about 36,000 sensors (24,000 on the
mainland and 12,000 on the island)

was scheduled to be completed next
July.

“The estimated cost to implement
the PSP system was RM30 million.

“The PSP system is a private fi-
nance initiative (PFI). The company
will bear the cost of implementing
and operating the system throughout
a period of seven years, according to
the contract.

“The Penang government and
local councils (MBPP and MPSP)
will not bear any operational or
capital expenditure (capex) during
the period.

“The company will take a portion
of the parking collection, while the
other portions are taken by the local
councils,” he said.

Also present were MBPP mayor
Datuk Yew Tung Seang and HeiTech
Padu Berhad executive vice-presi-
dent Abdul Halim Md Lassim.

The public can now use the ‘Find
Parking’ feature on the PSP app to
view the availability of parking lots
and their approximate locations.

The app user just has to tap on the
marker and the app will navigate the
user to the preferred location via
Google Maps or Waze.

Penang
launches
travel pass
to boost
tourism

Ooi, Yeoh and Lim showing
the one day travel pass at the
launch

By Azmi Hussin
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VISITORS to Penang can now
access over 20 places of attraction
in the state with just one single pass!

In the bid to enhance the Experi-
ence Penang Year 2020 (EPY2020)
campaign, Penang Global Tourism
(PGT) and PlayPenang have come
up with the Penang ExperiencePass
— a travel pass that gives visitors ac-
cess to many attractions in Penang.

The travel pass is also part of the
state Tourism Development, Arts,
Culture and Heritage office’s initia-
tive to embrace technology ad-
vancement to boost tourism in the
state.

Tourism Development, Arts,
Culture and Heritage Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said visi-
tors have a choice of purchasing
either the one-day, two-day or three-
day pass.

“Visitors can check out the Pen-
ang ExperiencePass webpage at
https://experiencepenang.com.my/
en-MY/ to know more about the
travel pass.

“The webpage is a platform
powered by PlayPenang. It is devel-
oped by talents in the state, in col-
laboration with the Penang tourism
industry players,” Yeoh said in his
speech before launching the travel
pass on Sept 17.

PlayPenang chief executive of-
ficer Vin Lim said nowadays, visi-
tors relied on social media and
travel blogs whenever they intend

to travel.

“Times have changed and that
got us thinking if our tourism op-
erators are ready for the shift.

“With that in mind, we decided
to assist the tourism committee and
PGT to set up the online platform,”
Lim said.

Also present was PGT chief ex-
ecutive officer Ooi Chok Yan.

The one-day pass is priced at
RM149 for adult (RM119 for
MyKad holders) and RM8&9 for
children (RM69 for MyKad hold-
ers).

Whereas, the two-day Experi-
encePass is priced at RM289 for
adult (RM219 for MyKad holders)
and RM175 for children (RM135
for MyKad holders).

For a full-fledged experience,
visitors can opt for the three-day
pass at RM419 for adult (RM329 for
MyKad holders) and RM259 for
children (RM199 for MyKad hold-
ers).

The attractions include The
Habitat Penang Hill, Entopia by
Penang Butterfly Farm, Tropical
Spice Garden, Tech Dome Penang,
The TOP Penang, Cheong Fatt Tze
Mansion — The Blue Mansion, the
Penang Hop-On Hop-Off, and oth-
ers.

Interested tourism industry play-
ers who wish to be part of the online
platform can e-mail to hello@
playpenang.com



OCTOBER 1— 15,2019

Umbrella body to coordinate smart initiatives

A COMPANY will be set up to
coordinate and streamline the state’s
smart city initiatives, said Local Gov-
ernment, Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo.

“Currently, Penang has many
smart state initiatives implemented by
various agencies, under different
portfolios and state executive council
(exco) members.

“The state has decided to place all
the smart state initiatives under one
umbrella body by setting up a corpo-
ration.

“A new enactment will have to be
legislated by Penang lawmakers for
the formation of the corporation.

“We are not able to make it for the
upcoming State Legislative Assembly
sitting, which will be held on Nov 1,”
Jagdeep told a press conference in

Bishop Street on Sept 24.

Jagdeep said while preparing for
the next State Legislative Assembly
sitting, a company would be set up to
coordinate and streamline the smart
city initiatives.

“The company, Digital Penang
Corporation Sdn Bhd, will streamline
all our smart initiatives and prepare
the state for the 5G era.

“Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
was appointed chairman last week,
while four state exco members have
been appointed as members of the
company.

“The appointed exco members are
Deputy Chief Minister II Prof Dr P.
Ramasamy, state Works, Utilities, and
Flood Mitigation Committee chair-
man Zairil Khir Johari, Penang Do-
mestic and International Trade, Con-
sumer Affairs and Entrepreneur De-

velopment Committee chairman Da-
tuk Abdul Halim Hussain and me.

“A few representatives from other
agencies were also appointed as mem-
bers of the company,” he added.

He also agreed with Prime Minis-
ter Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad who
had said that many smart city players
were working in silos, hindering smart
city development as a whole.

“T agree with the Prime Minister’s
statement that there is a glitch in the
progress of smart cities,” he said.

Jagdeep added that it was a good
acknowledgement for Penang when
the Prime Minister said that Selangor
and Penang were the two states to
implement smart cities.

“We will continue our (smart) ini-
tiatives and efforts. One of them is the
establishment of the Digital Penang
Corporation,” he said.
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Hun Swee (third from left) being presented a trophy by Chow for his 30 years of long service to the
association.

Important role of construction
industry in developing the state

WHY are government contracts
given to contractors outside of Pen-
ang?

That was the poser Penang Master
Builders & Building Materials Deal-
ers Association (PMBBMDA) presi-
dent Datuk Lim Chee Tong raised
with Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
when he made a courtesy visit to the
latter last year.

“I'sourced the information from the
Penang Development Corporation,
Public Works Department, Drainage
and Irrigation Department, Penang
Island City Council and Seberang
Perai City Council on the projects
awarded to the contractors.

“Then I gave him (Chee Tong) the
list of the government contracts
awarded to contractors, and he found

that 90% of the contracts were award-
ed to Penang-based contractors,” said
Chow at the PMBBMDA’s 142nd
Anniversary Dinner on Sept 18.

“So, if you can fulfil the require-
ments and give the best price like what
my predecessor Lim Guan Eng used
to say, you will definitely be awarded
government projects.”

The Chief Minister also gave a
detailed account on the progress of
several major infrastructure projects,
namely Penang International Airport
extension, Penang Transport Master
Plan and Penang South Reclamation.

Besides that, Chow also com-
mended PMBBMDA for its desire to
come up with the Construction One-
Stop Service Centre.

“The association plays an impor-

tant role (by collaborating with the
state government) in bringing more
development to the state.

“Other than what I have announced
just now (projects) which are already
in public domain,  have also received
some good proposals for Penang,

“With such projects, I believe
Penang’s economy will continue to be
vibrant and grow,” Chow said.

PMBBMDA is one of the oldest
trade associations in Penang, which
has contributed in numerous ways to
the development of the state.

Also present were organising
chairman Lim Chin Khon, executive
adviser Lim Hun Swee and Penang
Chinese Chamber of Commerce
president Datuk Seri Hong Yeam
Wah.

Another

Swede

investment in

Penang

Story by Edmund Lee

IRST it was IKEA, and

now a Swedish industrial-
ised building system firm has set
up shop in Bukit Minyak, Sim-
pang Ampat.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow was delighted that the
Scandinavian Industrialised
Building Systems (SIBS) com-
pany has chosen the state as its
destination of choice for invest-
ment.

He believed, with the latest
addition of SIBS, more compa-
nies from Sweden would be
aware of the competitiveness and
capabilities of the state.

IKEA, the world’s largest
furniture retailer, opened its
fourth Malaysian store in Pen-
ang, called IKEA Batu Kawan,
in March.

“Despite being established in
2017, SIBS is now in the midst
of preparing for its next phase of
expansion. They are now cur-
rently working closely with in-
vestPenang and Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC) on a
plan of constructing a new facil-
ity of around 500,000sq ft at
North Penang Science Park.

“The capacity of this upcom-
ing facility is four times the ca-
pacity of the current factory. It
means the new plant could fa-
cilitate the production of more
than 7,000 units of apartments
annually.

“This will also create more
than 600 job opportunities here,”
he said in his speech after the
official opening of SIBS in Bukit
Minyak, Simpang Ampat on Sept
20.

The RM100 million manufac-
turing facility, which was con-
structed in 2017, aims to produce
steel frame modular multi-dwell-
ing family houses for the Swed-
ish and European markets.

The company is also optimis-
ing the design for environmental
sustainability and flexibility.

Chow was glad to see the state
is placed on the world map of
Industrialised Building Systems

(IBS) industry.

“Penang’s engineering exper-
tise in IBS will soon be propelled
to the next level,” he said, adding
he is looking forward to seeing
the set-up of the new plant in
2021.

“This makes Penang as a
prime location for investors
around the globe.”

Also present were SIBS group
managing director Erik
Thomaeus, Swedish ambassador
to Malaysia Dag Juhlin-Dann-
felt, Batu Kawan MP P. Kas-
thuriraani and investPenang
chief executive officer Datuk
Loo Lee Lian.

Thomaeus (pix) praised the
state for its commitment towards
the new production facility
which would contribute to eco-
nomic growth and innovation
locally.

“I wish to congratulate Pen-
ang for once again attracting
major Swedish investment,” he
said

On a separate note, Chow said
the state would continue to table
a deficit budget for next year.

He said expenses would be
reduced with the cutting of de-
velopment budget to Penang
Development Corporation
(PDC) and Penang Water Supply
Corporation (PBAPP).

He, however, said social pro-
grammes for both agencies
would not be affected.

“It is still under control de-
spite going to be a deficit budg-
et,” he said, adding that the
budget details would be an-
nounced on Nov 1.

The next state legislative as-
sembly sitting is expected to be
convened on Nov 1.
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Ahmad Zakiyuddin (third from left) being taken on a tour of the Bruker Penang facility after its official
opening ceremony. With him are (from left) McMaster, Soundarajan and Dr Laukien.

HE state government is de-

lighted to see that Bruker, a
US-headquartered multinational
company and one of the world’s
leading analytical instrumentation
companies, has established its first
Asia-based manufacturing facility
in Penang.

Deputy Chief Minister 1 Datuk
Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman
said he was happy to note that the
25,000sq ft Bruker plant was set up
in October last year to design, as-
semble, test and ship its products to
its global customers.

He said reinvestments from US
companies are evidence of Penang’s
strong competitive edge in meeting
investors’ stringent requirements in
the areas of talent, supply chain,
infrastructure and government sup-
port.

“It is not uncommon to see the
US companies that have been here
for two to four decades continu-
ously grow and expand their opera-
tions here,” Ahmad Zakiyuddin said
in his speech at the official opening
of Bruker’s new plant at the Bayan
Lepas Free Trade Industrial Zone
on Sept 24. He was representing
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who was then overseas on official
matters.

“With relentless effort from the
state government through invest-
Penang, Penang has been a destina-
tion of choice for investment for
many MNCs.

“Specifically, US companies are
Penang’s largest FDI contributors.
From 20009 to the first half 0of 2019,
the FDI from the US companies
amounted to RM21 billion, repre-
senting 37% of the state’s total FDI
and a bulk of it is from reinvest-
ments from our existing US compa-
nies in Penang.”

Ahmad Zakiyuddin added that
numerous MNCs, which began with
only manufacturing operation in
Penang, have since diversified their
business activities to include re-

search and development, design and
development and global business
services.

He said Penang has over 45 years
of industrial experience and is home
to a highly-skilled workforce with
significant cumulative industrial
intelligence.

“Through investPenang, the state
government will continue to focus
on attracting high-quality invest-
ments that emphasise these areas as
well as those that stress on smart
manufacturing activities that en-
compass loT and Industry 4.0,” said
Ahmad Zakiyuddin.

Also present at the opening
ceremony were Datuk Seri Lee Kah
Choon, the special investment ad-
viser to Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow and director of invest Penang,
Malaysian Investment Develop-
ment Authority executive director
Jasbir Kaur, investPenang chief
executive officer Datuk Loo Lee
Lian, Bruker Corporation chairman,
president and chief executive direc-
tor Dr Frank H. Laukien, Bruker
Nano Group president Dr Mark
Munch, Bruker Nano Group execu-

PENANG necds to intensify its
river cleaning programmes just like
Sungai Kelang in Kuala Lumpur-
Selangor which was rehabilitated
through the River of Life (ROL)
programme a decade ago to achieve
the index for good quality of water
(river water).

Newly appointed director of Pen-
ang Department of Irrigation and
Drainage (DID) Shukri Muslim
shared this during an exclusive chat
with state Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari recently.

Shukri is an experienced engineer
specialising in the water resource
development sector and served as the
Klang district engineer in the late
1990s.

“I was one of the pioneers to inte-
grate the IRBM (Integrated River

tive vice-president Dr Mark Mc-
Master and Bruker Penang site di-
rector S. Soundarajan.

The Bruker Penang facility hires
about 70 employees, most of whom
are highly skilled. Bruker is a lead-
ing provider of scientific instru-
ments.

Since late last year, Bruker Pen-
ang has sent 15 engineers for highly-
skilled training in Germany and the
United States for three months.

The high-tech products manufac-
tured at this facility include optical
and stylus profilometers, tribome-
ters, X-ray diffraction tools, X-ray
fluoresce nce instrumentation, opti-
cal emissions spectrometers, and
combustion gas analysers.

Today, more than 6,000 employ-
ees are working to build upon
Bruker’s extensive range of prod-
ucts and solutions, at over 90 loca-
tions worldwide.

For more than 55 years now,
Bruker has been enabling scientists
and manufacturers to make break-
through discoveries and develop
new applications and products that
improve the quality of human life.

The participants in a group picture with their supporters, the
panelists and department heads.

Beewildered triumph

in spelling bee

THE team Beewildered proved they
were not bewildered by the words in
the recent “7th Oh My Spelling!”
competition organised by Corporate
Communication & Innovation Unit
of the Penang State Secretariat.

After five thrilling rounds, the
participants from the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office (CMO) emerged as
champions in the contest.

The competition, which was held
at the Komtar auditorium on Sept 19,
saw 27 participants from various
departments displaying good sports-
manship in their respective groups
(nine groups).

“It was a nail-biting moment, we
had a close fight as the final scores
were not of much difference, and
everybody was competing with
zest,” said Raja Syarafina Raja
Shuib, the team captain of Beewil-
dered.

The winning team comprised
Raja Syarafina, Victor Seow and M.
Tanushalini.

Seow said he felt really good to
be back in the spelling bee competi-
tion after a long gap and was all
smiles after winning the competition.

“I'would like to encourage every-
one out there to come forward and
give it (competition) a try, it will
definitely be a valuable experience

Enhancing rivers in Penang

Basin Management) into the ROL
project, which involved 20 over agen-
cies which included Kuala Lumpur
City Hall, Veterinary Services Depart-
ment, Landscape Department and the
Land and Mines Office.

“These are the agencies which
need to be integrated, we need to have
meetings every month. Upon my ap-
pointment as the director of DID for
Penang, I felt that IRBM can be im-
plemented here,” he added.

According to Shukri, the imple-
mentation of the IRBM concept was
to ensure all the important compo-
nents such as the water supply ade-
quacy, clean water quality, reducing
flood risk and environmental sustain-
ability are taken into account.

“Sometimes, we only focus on one

component, but neglect others such
as nature. We are not bothered with
what happens to the animals like the
crocodiles in the river.

“So, I think we (Penang DID) need
to fortify the IRBM. We will try to
implement IBRM at some catchment
areas at the Sungai Pinang river ba-
sin,” he said.

In order to make IRBM a success,
Shukri said the local community
should get involved as well.

“If only my agencies are involved,
the IRBM would not go anywhere,
we need to involve the community
like the ROL programme in Kuala
Lumpur which involved NGOs (non-
governmental organisations)

“Under the ROL the residents,
night market traders, and car work-

for them,” he added.

Star Catchers, the team from
Northeast District And Land Office,
comprising Illias Masri Abdul Muin,
Juhana Johan and Mohd Adlan
Mohd Murad, bagged second place.

It was a double joy for the CMO
as Three Musketeers, which com-
prised Eric Shaun, Ong Kok Hoay
and Edmund Lee, secured third
place.

The top three teams received win-
ners’ certificates and were assured
cash prizes of RM300, RM240 and
RM180 respectively.

R. Saraavanan from Penang Hill
Corporation, who took part in the
competition for the first time, re-
ceived the Best Speller award.

“l am really excited to get this
award as this is my first time taking
part in a spelling bee competition,”
Saraavanan said when approached
by the Buletin Mutiara team.

Dr Lim Bee Lee, who was the
pronouncer for the competition, said
that this would serve as a platform
for all the staff to get exposed to new
words and help to broaden their
knowledge and vocabulary.

“By participating in this kind of
competition, the spirit of teamwork
can be instilled among the partici-
pants,” he added.

shops are also involved as IRBM had
outlined the functions and roles that
each party is required to play by
stages,” he said.

Responding to Shukri’s sug-
gestion, Zairil added that the
Penang government since 2008
has been focusing on the agenda of
reducing flood risk, apart from mak-
ing Penang a clean, green, safe and
a healthy state.

Carrying the Penang2030 Vision
at heart, Zairil said he also intends to
incorporate the element of green
technology in the agenda of reducing
flood risk, especially around the
Sungai Pinang river basin.

“The Sungai Pinang river basin is
an area with high population density,
thus ifflood occurs, the impact on the
residents in George Town will be
immense,” he said.



TH population growth and
depleting fish stock, the ag-
uaculture sector is potentially the
source to meet future demand for
fish.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said future scenarios showed that
production from marine-capture
fisheries on the west coast of Pen-
insular Malaysia might become
unreliable since many fish stocks
were already over-exploited.

“Various means of increasing
production through aquaculture are
now being explored,” Chow said in
his speech at the World Seafood
Congress at the Setia SPICE Con-
vention Centre on Sept 9.

“During the last two decades,
aquaculture fisheries in Penang
have grown significantly at an aver-
age annual growth rate 0f4.6% and
15.9% in production and value re-
spectively. In 2017, the aquaculture
production in Penang gained the
highest wholesale value in the
country.

“Although aquaculture offers an
alternative to over-fishing, many
aspects of aquaculture need en-
hanced scientific knowledge and
technological advancement to be-
come a sustainable source of food
and an income generator.”

Chow said Penang has contrib-
uted RM1.67 billion out of the RM3
billion for the country in the aqua-
culture sector.

He said in 2017, Penang’s food
fish sector, which consists of ma-
rine-capture fisheries, aquaculture
fisheries and inland fisheries, pro-

Chow turns ‘chef’ as he tries to remove the skin of a sea bass (siakap) at one of the booths at the World
Seafood Congress 2019 at Setia SPICE Convention Centre. With him are (from left) Japanese chef

Tetsuya, Dr Afif, Yeoh and Sim.

duced about 97,000 metric tons,
valued at RM1.4 billion. Currently,
the wholesale value of Penang’s
food fish production is ranked third
in the country, after Perak and Ke-
dah.

Malaysians, he said, are among
the top fish consumers in the world
—consuming about 57kg of fish per
person each year.

He said Penang has the potential
to become a centre for fisheries and
aquaculture R&D and produce high
value-added fish and fish-based
products because of the concentra-
tion of research facilities and world-
renowned research institutes lo-

cated here such as the Worldfish
Centre, the Fisheries Research In-
stitute, and the Centre for Marine
and Coastal Studies (CEMACS) of
Universiti Sains Malaysia.

Chow added that in line with
Penang2030 vision, the state was
aiming to modernise and diversify
agricultural production to position
Penang as a high-tech Green Valley
and aquaculture industrial zone.

Also present at the congress
were Deputy Agriculture and
Agro-based Industry Minister
Sim Tze Tzin, Penang Institute
executive director Datuk Dr Ooi
Kee Beng, who is also the local-

host of the World Seafood Con-
gress 2019, Fisheries Department
director-general Datuk Munir
Mohd Nawi, International As-
sociation of Fish Inspectors
(IAFT) president Mark Boulter
(who is the owner of the World
Seafood Congress), CEMACS
director Prof Datuk Dr Aileen
Tan, Penang Convention & Ex-
hibition Bureau chief executive
officer Ashwin Gunasekeran,
state executive councillors Datuk
Abdul Halim Hussain, Dr Afif
Bahardin and Yeoh Soon Hin.
Sim said Malaysia would be
moving to high-sea fishing, espe-

cially tuna fishing in the Indian
Ocean, since this was passed by
Parliament in its last sitting.

“This is a new sector that we
want our industry players to get
into. We will help them get the
licence from the Indian Ocean
Tuna Commission,” Sim told re-
porters.

He said Penang and Langkawi
are the two ports allowed to land
tuna fishing.

Sim said Malaysia is one of the
world’s largest producers of fish-
eries products through capture
fisheries, being ranked 16th in the
world and sixth in Asean and
came 15th and sixth in aquacul-
ture production in the world and
Asean respectively.

“Malaysia is a big exporter of
seafood, not just fish but also
shrimp, prawn, lobster, seaweed
and ornamental fish,” he added.

He said Penang is the only state
in Malaysia to achieve 50% aqua-
culture and 50% capture fisheries.

Sim said climate change and
growing population are two seri-
ous problems facing the fishing
industry.

He said his ministry would be
assisting aquaculturists in Penang
to “come back” after suffering
heavy losses of over RM50 mil-
lion when Typhoon Lekima hit the
northern states.

Some 350 attendees from 41
countries took part in the congress
from Sept 9 till Sept 11. Penang
was the first in Asia to hold the
congress.
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Penang in no hurry to
introduce Gojek

TWO-WHEELED ride-hailing
service Gojek provides mobility
and the first and last mile con-
venience. However, is there a
need for it to be introduced in
Penang?

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said he did not feel that
Penangites were responding to
the idea when it was first mooted
in Putrajaya.

“Is Penang ready for it? Is
there a need for Gojek in Penang?

“Different locations will have
different experience.

“Some destinations may not be
that suitable because of different
circumstances and conditions,”
he replied a journalist after open-
ing the Penang Asian Food and
Culture Festival at Hin Bus Depot
on Sept 10.

Chow said the decision was for
Putrajaya to make, not only for
Penang but for the country.

“Putrajaya will have to decide
which town or city can receive
this service.

“As for Penang, we must un-
derstand our transport system.

“Our bus service has not
reached its capacity; and we have
a lot of motorcycles and other
private vehicles in Penang.

“If the rakyat can accept this
mode of transport (Gojek), per-
haps we can introduce. However
if there is no demand, then maybe
we can wait a little longer for
Kuala Lumpur to experience it
first.

“I believe there is no hurry to
introduce the service in Penang,”
he added.
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Chow dismisses claim EIA
approval obtained in two days

Story by Edmund Lee

HIEF Minister Chow

Kon Yeow has rebutted
claims that the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) for
Penang South Reclamation
project was approved in two
days.

He pointed out that a por-
tal’s report on Sept 16, titled
“Researcher asks how Penang
reclamation was approved in 2
days”, was inaccurate and
baseless as the application
process for the EIA had started
since 2017.

“The Penang government
and its Project Delivery Part-
ner (PDP) have waited for two
years for the approval to be
given,” Chow told a press con-
ference at Komtar on Sept 18.

“I would definitely welcome
it with open arms if this could
be done in two days. But this
is not the case.

“Because of this negative
information, we are called
upon to give the right informa-
tion. We hope they are respon-
sible in providing the news.
They have the right to give
their views but not to provide

false news.”

Chow gave a chronology of
events since the day the state
government submitted its ETA
application to the Department
of Environment (DOE) on April
28, 2017 and obtained ap-
proval only on June 25, 2019.

He said even to get the fish-
eries impact assessment took
about six months.

State Health, Agriculture,
Agro-Based Industry and Ru-
ral Development Committee
chairman Dr Afif Bahardin,
who was also among those
present at the press confer-

'SAY NO

ence, was tasked to handle the
compensation package for the
affected fishermen.

He said he would be pre-
senting his proposal at the
upcoming executive council
(exco) meeting on Oct 2 for the
state government’s approval.

“Reclamation will take time,
which is expected to be more
than five years. We will factor
this into consideration when
discussing the fishermen’s
plight,” Dr Afif said after being
asked by a reporter on the up-
date of the fishermen issue.

“In fact, a few components

on the compensation have been
discussed. One of them is the
new locality to be provided for
the fishermen.

“I need to get the nod from
the state to start the discussion
with the fishermen.”

The PSR project involves
development of three man-
made islands, measuring over
1,800 hectares.

The proceeds of the sales
would be channelled to fund
the comprehensive Penang
Transport Master Plan (PTMP)
with the aim of easing traffic
congestion in the state.

Sharing ideas on oral
health issues among
school children

REPRESENTATIVES froma
number of Asian countries took part
in the 10th Asian Conference of
Oral Health Promotion for School
Children (ACOHPSC) on Sept 20.

Among them were delegates
from Thailand, Cambodia, Viet-
nam, Myanmar, South Korea, Ja-
pan, Brunei, Mongolia, the Philip-
pines and Malaysia.

This biennial conference, which
was held for the first in Malaysia,
serves as a platform for the stake-
holders to share ideas regarding the
provision and promotion of oral
healthcare to school children.

“In Malaysia, it has been found
that 33% of school children have
dental caries as reported in the na-
tional oral health survey done in
2017.

“The Adolescent Health Na-
tional Survey conducted in the
same year showed that 9% of Ma-
laysian school children have missed
classes or school due to toothache.

“For the younger age group, the
national oral health survey done in
2015 among preschool children
aged five, found that 71.3% have
experienced caries,” Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said when he of-
ficiated the conference.

Chow shared that the decreased
prevalence of dental caries in a
period of 10 years among preschool
children in the country was very
small, which is from 76.2% in 2005
to 71.3% in 2015.

“The national surveys also re-
ported that the burden of periodon-

tal diseases among schoolchildren
has increased.

“The latest National Oral Health
Survey of School Children con-
ducted in 2017 showed that almost
all the children were affected with
unhealthy gums. This is really wor-
rying as it can lead to mobile teeth
and finally loss of teeth if left un-
checked,” he added.

“As many dental diseases can be
avoided, I encourage governmen-
tal, health association and societal
support and funding for prevention,
detection and treatment pro-
grammes for dental conditions and
diseases.

“We must find ways to work
effectively as a team to protect the
health of our population which is
in tandem with the pledge to ensure
that no one will be left behind,”
Chow said.

Also present were state Agricul-
ture, Agro-based Industries, Rural
Development and Health Commit-
tee chairman Dr Afif Bahardin,
president of Malaysian Dental
Association of Dental Public
Health Specialists and organising
chairman of the 10th ACOHPSC
Brigadier General Dr Zulkifli
Zainal Abidin, director of Oral
Health Care Division Dr Chit Jit
Chie (representing Dr Doreyat
Jemun, the principal director of
Oral Health, Ministry of Malaysia)
and head of Professional Oral
Care, Asia Division, Colgate-
Palmolive Company Dr Svapna
Koppikar.
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Centennial
for RTAME

Penang

Pix by Adleena Rahayu Ahmad
Radzi

OST people, especially the younger
generation, may not know the impor-
tance of rubber to Malaysia.

In fact, at the point of independence,
Malaya supplied about one-third of the
world’s natural rubber production; and rub-
ber export accounted for about two-thirds
of the total Malayan exports and furnished
a substantial part of the national revenue.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said this
during his speech at the 100th anniversary
dinner of the Rubber Trade Association of
Penang (RTA Penang) on Sept 15.

The dinner was also held to mark the
63rd anniversary of the Northern Malaya
Rubber Millers and Packers Association.

“Penang, especially George Town, was
an entreport (free port) up to 1969. Export
through the Penang port accounted for one-
third of the total Malaysian rubber exports.

“Established in 1919, RTA Penang
served as a rubber exchange to facilitate
rubber trade and disseminate trading infor-
mation to its members.

“After the Malaysian Rubber Exchange
was formed, the association switched to
play a key role in resolving trade disputes
amongst members and as a conduit on trade

R

policy debates with the government.

“Together with the Chinese Chamber of
Commerce and the Aceh Trade Association,
they led a 10-year effort to slow down the
imposition of taxes on imports and exports
of rubber into the island and the eventual
removal of Penang’s free port status in
1969,” Chow said.

He also commended RTA Penang mem-
bers for being generous donors.

“The board members are also active in
civic society and schools. They are one of
the biggest supporters in funding education
and charity bodies in the state,” he said.

Chow hoped to see continuous generos-
ity and support from RTA Penang to the
state by supporting the Penang2030 vision
of “A Family-Focused Green and Smart

N

Chow (fourth from left), Phuah (fifth from left), RTA vice-president Datuk Ng Kweng Moh (third from left), RTA treasurer
Datuk Dr Tan Tat Wai (sixth from left) and other VIPs joining the cake cutting ceremony during the anniversary dinner.

State that Inspires the Nation”.

“I believe RTA Penang can play its part
in helping the state to achieve the Pen-
ang2030 vision. Their experience and
expertise will be supportive in the achieve-
ment of this vision and the development
of Penang.

“RTA Penang has witnessed and taken
part in the country’s economic develop-
ment for a century and counting, it is only
fitting that they receive our heartiest
congratulations on this exceptional mile-
stone,” Chow added.

RTA Penang and Northern Malaya Rub-
ber Millers and Packers Association presi-
dent Phuah Choon Meng said the rubber
trading landscape had undergone tremen-
dous changes over the past 100 years.

“RTA Penang continues to give its sup-
port and protect the interests of rubber
businessmen — packers, exporters, dealers
and millers.

“We sincerely hope that rubber mer-
chants, as before, continue to give sup-
port and encouragement to each other;
and to give their cooperation to the re-
spective associations and the Malaysian
Rubber Board so that the rubber industry
may grow from strength to strength,” he
said.

The two associations also contributed
atotal of RM1.63 million to 10 charitable
organisations during the dinner.

The associations also launched a com-
memorative book to mark their respective
anniversaries.

Dinner,
dance to

mark
Elders’ Day

TO celebrate the significance of
senior citizens, Elders’ Day is
observed on Oct 1 every year.
In conjunction with this, the
Society of Active Generation of
Elders (SAGE) will be holding a
dinner and dance next month.

(From seventh from left) Chin and Phee in a group photo with SAGE members.

“This is the 10th consecutive
year where the state government
is joining hands with SAGE to
organise the celebration.

“To mark the occasion, a din-
ner and dance will be held at the
Shang Wu Primary School Hall
(Jalan La Salle) on Oct 11 at
Tpm.

“A comprehensive programme
has been drawn up for the cele-

bration which includes line danc-
ing and social dancing with the
accompaniment of a band,”
SAGE president Chin Sek Ham
told a press conference on Sept
24.

Chin said each participant
would receive a door gift besides
getting a chance to win lucky
draw prizes or table draw prizes.

The function is open to both

SAGE members and also senior
citizens in the state on a first-
come, first-served basis.

“So, far we have already sold
90 over tables, which means 900
attendees have confirmed par-
ticipation.

“Those who are 80 years old
and above will be receiving an
‘ang pau’ and this year we have
65 people in that age group who

have registered to attend the din-
ner.

“They are not only 80 years
old and above but are also fit to
join the event and some will be
also seen dancing at the func-
tion,” Chin added.

State Welfare, Caring Society
and Environment Committee
chairman Phee Boon Poh, who
was also present, said SAGE,

which is an active organisation,
comprised members who once
served the public and the govern-
ment.

Tickets priced at RM35 per
person are available from SAGE
at Kompleks Masyarakat Pen-
yayang located at Jalan Utama.

For further enquiries, contact
Goh Ah Hooi at 019-4733298 or
Chin Sek Ham at 016-4570764.



brightens up

Bukit Mertajam®

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

N air of festivity prevailed in

ukit Mertajam as thousands

of people turned out for the Pesta

Tanglung Carnival 2019 at the Insa
Dunia Food Court.

Joining the crowd to celebrate
the traditional Chinese Mid-Au-
tumn Festival on Sept 8 were Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, Depu-
ty Youth and Sports Minister
Steven Sim Chee Keong (who is
also Bukit Mertajam MP) and state
executive councillor Chong Eng
(who 1is also Padang Lalang as-
semblyman).

Also present were assembly-
men Heng Lee Lee (Berapit), Lee
Khai Loon (Machang Bubuk) and
Teh Lai Heng (Komtar), organis-
ing chairman Ang Lay Heang, who
is also the Hokkien Hoay Kuan
Seberang Perai Youth Section
chairman, and Bukit Mertajam
Hung Kung Association chairman
Datuk Ng Joo Tong.

“I want to congratulate the or-

ganisers for holding this event for
the 17th year,” Chow said in his
speech.

“I hope the event will continue
to get the support of the people of
Penang, especially Bukit Merta-
jam folk, in promoting Chinese
culture among the various ethnic
groups in Malaysia.

“We can all be united through

Lantern walk
lights up the sky

IT was a good and fun walk for
some 500 people on the evening
of Sept 7 when they took part in
a lantern walk.

Organised by the Students
Council of SEGi College Pen-
ang in collaboration with the
Penang government, the walk
was aimed at fostering unity
among the people.

The event, themed “There’s
No Place Like Home Mid-Au-
tumn Lantern Walk 20197,
started and ended in Jalan Green
Hall.

It was held to mark the Mid-
Autumn Festival.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow commended the college
for organising the event.

“The Mid-Autumn Festival is
considered one of the biggest
festivals in the Chinese Lunar
calendar.

“It helps to foster strong
unity, harmony and mutual un-
derstanding among the multi-
cultural society.

“It’s great to see students tak-
ing the initiative to promote
good values in society.

“The Mid-Autumn Festival is
also a special occasion for fam-
ily members to enjoy a variety
of mooncakes together,” he said
in his speech after the fun walk
in front of SEGi College Penang
in Jalan Green Hall.

There were cultural perfor-
mances and a stage show at the
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Chow waving to the crowd during the lantern walk. Among those with him are (from left) Ng, Ang and
Chong Eng.

the promotion of different cul-
tures.”

Chow and the other VIPs had
earlier taken part in a lantern walk
for about 3km in Bukit Mertajam
town.

The event was made merrier by
the participation of the school
band from SRJK (C) Kim Sen, stilt
walkers and lion and dragon dance
troupes.

It was a night particularly for

many of the young ones, who were
guided by adults as they paraded
with various animal-shaped lan-
terns with LED lights.

Soon after Chow’s speech, a
fireworks display lighted up the
night sky.

Chow and the dignitaries then
visited various stalls at nearby
streets that were selling different
merchandise, food and drinks, and
conducting games for the children.

One street saw many bright
round-shaped lanterns hung over
it, so apt to the occasion. Below
the lanterns was a display of shoe
art by several contestants.

Even as it started to drizzle,
many stayed on to catch the vi-
brant and exciting cultural perfor-
mances at two stages set up for the
celebration.

People in a festive mood on a
street that is decorated with
many round-shaped lanterns.

Young performers entertaining the crowd with a cultural dance.

end of the lantern walk.

Chow also joined a group of
children to sing one of the fa-

mous Mid-Autumn Festival

songs — “The Round Moon”.

Each participant was pre-

sented a medal, T-shirt, goodie
bag and a certificate of comple-
tion.



A night to remember

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi and
Christopher Tan

HE heritage enclave at the

Esplanade came alive with
music and songs filling the air and
streets adorned with colourful
bright lanterns.

Thousands of visitors thronged
the streets to enjoy the colourful
festive atmosphere.

The event, “Penang Celebrates
Mid-Autumn Festival 2019, be-
gan with a powerful traditional
performance by Euphoria Penang.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage (PE-
TACH) Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin said Penang has always

V|S|tors playing the
game of Go) at/ the

festlval ’

been a cultural hub, known for its
rich culture and diversity.

“It is also the source of inspira-
tion behind our ‘Experience Pen-
ang Year 2020: The Diversity of
Asia’, which was launched on June
2 this year.

“We aim at making Penang a
place where both locals and visitors
can experience the best of Asia, all
under one roof in Penang,” he said
in his speech on Sept 14.

Yeoh said that Penang works
closely with the Federal Govern-
ment to promote itself as a must-
visit destination.

“We position the state competi-
tively in the global market,” he
said.

The event was organised by
PETACH, in collaboration with the
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Clan Associations Youth Commit-
tee.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow congratulated PETACH
and the Clan Associations Youth
Committee for successfully or-
ganising the event.

“Such festivals enable Penan-
gites of different faiths to come
together to celebrate multicultur-
alism,” Chow said.

Also present were Bukit Gelu-
gor MP Ramkarpal Singh and
Batu Lancang assemblyman Ong
Ah Teong.

Chow, the state representatives
and other VIPs also took part in a
lantern parade after the opening
ceremony.

Led by two red ‘lions’, Chow
and the participants paraded Jalan
Padang Kota Lama and Light
Street while carrying their colour-
ful lanterns.

Meanwhile, other visitors did
not miss the chance to take photos
of the giant replicas of the moon
and a white rabbit at the centre of
the field.

Visitors trymgrto

d-ll

pickithelbeans)

and marblles
usinglthe) giant
chopsticks.

The magnificent structures
symbolise the Moon Rabbit, which
is said to resemble a rabbit standing
over a mortar and pestle.

According to the Moon Rabbit
folklore, the rabbit is supposedly
pounding the elixir of life for the
Moon Goddess Chang Er.

Greeting visitors in front of the
City Hall were two ‘Moon God-
desses’ and a number of cute

catch fal softltoy

using|twolsticks
at/algame/stall’}

A

bunny figures.

Balancing on stilts, the two
‘Goddesses” happily obliged when
asked to pose for photos.

The event was also a food galore
for foodies; where well-sought
after vendors set up stalls offering
hawker fare and homemade prod-
ucts.

There were also games, arts and
literature for visitors to enjoy.




Loudspeakers
may help
avert bridge
suicides

Story and pix by Edmund
Lee

N a bid to tackle suicide

attempts at the two Penang
bridges, a state executive
councillor has proposed the
installation of loudspeakers
at the surveillance cameras.

Welfare, Caring Society
and Environment Committee
chairman Phee Boon Poh
made the call to equip the
closed-circuit television
(CCTV) cameras with loud-
speakers to at least “alert”
the authorities when spotting
someone behaving suspi-

ciously along the bridges.

He said CCTVs have al-
ready been fixed along the
bridges but were without any
loudspeakers.

“I will ask the bridge op-
erators to improve the sys-
tem.

“When someone stops his
or her vehicle near the rail of
the bridge for too long and
acts suspiciously, then the
person, who is monitoring
the CCTVs, can speak to the
person or calm down the per-
son via the speakers. .

“While doing so and stall-
ing for time, the rescue team

Phee officiates the conference held to educate the public to find someone to talk to when facing

depression.

can be alerted.

“It’s a right thing to do to
at least lending a helping
hand, ” Phee said at a press
conference after attending
the World Suicide Prevention
Day at Komtar on Sept 14.

The conference, with the

theme of “Working Together
to Prevent Suicide”, was held
to educate the public to find
someone to talk to when fac-
ing depression.

Organising chairman Saras
Pillay urged the people to
share the same goal of saving
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lives.

She said it was everyone’s
responsibility to prevent sui-
cide from taking place by
consoling family and friends
who face difficulties.

Her statement was also
supported by Phee as the lat-
ter stated that wealth could
not buy the life of a person.

“Even if you are a million-
aire, you can’t use your mon-
ey to replace a person when
someone’s life is gone,” he
said.

That is why he said that
educating the public not to
resort to suicide when facing
difficulties is very important.

Meanwhile, Befrienders
Penang chairman Damien
Lee said an average of 3,000
to 4,000 phone calls were
received each month.

He said those who called
the toll-free number mostly
shared their personal prob-
lems with the Befrienders
Penang volunteers.

“They mostly talk for an
hour on their problems facing
them in life,” he said.

Lee said Befrienders Pen-
ang could at least provide a
platform or an ear to those
seeking someone to speak to,
adding that they were cur-
rently operating from 3pm to
midnight daily.

He added that Befrienders
Penang has planned to oper-
ate 24-hour daily but the lack
of volunteers prohibited such
move.

Befrienders Penang is a
non-profit organisation that
provides emotional support to
those who are in need of help.
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Manufacturer!” -
expands
Penang plant

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

EADING global developer,
manufacturer and supplier of
high-end vacuum valves, VAT
Group AG, has officially ushered
in its upgraded Malaysia manu-
facturing facility in Batu Kawan.

As of last year, the company
had invested more than RM165
million in plant and equipment in
Batu Kawan.

In 2013, VAT Manufacturing
Malaysia opened a 6,000sq m
facility in Penang — it was its larg-
est ever capital investment to ex-
pand production, and its first
vacuum valve manufacturing
factory outside of Switzerland.

VAT Group AG chief executive
officer Mike Allison said the size
of the VAT plant in Penang had
quadrupled since they first started
production in 2013.

“We have expanded from
6,000sq m to the current 24,000sq
m.

“Our ambition is for VAT in
Malaysia to account for

up to 30% of our

7/ total
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global production capacity by
next year (2020) and to be the
primary sourcing hub for our key
customers in South Korea, Japan,
China and other parts of Asia.

“VAT in Penang has become
our major base for serving our
most rapidly growing market with
our latest technology innovations
and fast local service,” he said in
his speech during the VAT Manu-
facturing Malaysia Phase Two
opening ceremony in Batu Kawan
on Sept 5.

Later during a press confer-
ence, Allison commented on the
trade war between the United
States and China.

“The Swiss companies pride
themselves in being neutral. We
are very neutral, we work closely
with everybody, we support free
trade and we have tremendous
partnerships with all countries
around the world.

“I think Malaysia can also be a
neutral player in the hi-tech indus-
try.

“When you decide to set up a
factory, it is better to be in a ‘neu-
tral’ location because you do not
want to be seen as biased.

“Malaysia has a fantastic op-
portunity to leverage on that; not

just because of the trade war,
but to be in a ‘neutral’

location that

Chow (third from left), together with (from left) Zoller, Alllson Kirchhoefer, Bardill and Gantner attendlng

the VAT Manufacturing Malaysia Phase Two opening ceremony in Batu Kawan.

supports free trade, provides the
best cost and having the availabil-
ity of (skilled) labour.

“What you (Penang) are doing
and the public-private partnership
in education should be very good
for the country. It (Penang) is a
great location,” he said.

Allison said Singapore had
become too expensive and too
difficult for land acquisition at
some point.

“We have a lot of requests from
our key customers, peers and
partners who are looking at poten-
tial locations. They are very inter-
ested in what we are doing here
(in Penang). Of course, we have
been giving them very positive
recommendations,” he said.

VAT Manufacturing Malaysia
managing director Bernd Kirch-
hoefer said the company looked

at the different regions in South-
east Asia and Asia back

| in 2010 and 2011.

“In the
end,

it was positive for Penang because
of its talent pool. Penang has the
infrastructure, and the highly-
skilled people whom we can work
with,” he said.

The Charge d’ Affaires from the
Embassy of Switzerland in Ma-
laysia, Werner Bardill, congratu-
lated VAT on the auspicious occa-
sion.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said, over the years, Penang
had received many inquiries from
interested and potential investors.

“We have moved away from
low-cost manufacturing. We are
focusing on hi-tech research and
development.

“We welcome industries that
can fit into our focus area to estab-
lish their facilities here. Besides
looking for new investors, we also
welcome re-investments from
existing investors,” Chow said.

He said it was harder to win
new investors than to encourage
existing investors to re-invest.

“New investors would take
about two to three years before
making their de-
cision to in-

vest in a

particu-
lar

location. They would check out
various locations, do some in-
depth study and shortlist their
choices before coming to a deci-
sion. The process is lengthy,” he
told a press conference.

Earlier in his speech, Chow
said Penang, through investPen-
ang, had been consistently evalu-
ating and seeking high quality and
sustainable investments.

He was thankful to the Malay-
sian Investment Development
Authority (MIDA) and the Fi-
nance Ministry which approved
the incentives.

“Penang has recorded
RM9.2144 billion of total ap-
proved manufacturing investment
in Malaysia in the first half of this
year.

“Encouragingly, Penang con-
tributed 35% of Malaysia’s total
manufacturing FDI for the first
half of 2019. It is the highest
among the states.

“Penang’s FDI for the first half
of 2019 (RM&.7 billion) has sur-
passed the full year FDI of RM3.7
billion in 2018,” Chow said.

Referring to the Penang2030
vision, he hoped that both the
public and private sectors would
work hand-in-hand in achieving
the vision of upgrading the econ-
omy.

Also present were Batu Kawan
MP P. Kasthuriraani, Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman Goh Choon
Aik, investPenang chief executive
officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian, VAT
Group AG SEMI business unit
head Urs Gantner and VAT Group
AG display/solar business unit
head Jurgen Zoller.

The VAT Manufacturing Malaysia
in Batu Kawan.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 9131
F) 04 - 383 9131

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04-262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato' Saifuddin Nasution

M

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.01 PENAGA

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman M
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 -390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

}T; 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeoc@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim

M

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 - 228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad

jmmohamed002@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysiregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

()

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaqg

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-5767606

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mki mail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

}T% 013-3990519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

m 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women'’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

jawi@dappg.org

YB Goh Choon Aik m 04 -502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah

ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

M

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lorahim

n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

m

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

}T 04 -250 1522
F) 04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong

batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

b
=

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Kalendar Pelancongan

PROGRAM - PROGRAM EMAS

PRI, PRI S LR
VAN, ERAAL

1 S e

i etk pel
T e & s e ek
BMLIO0 websh palajer BT i
[

FHEIC AR 10U THM AL

Tavieen RO serare

Program-Program Emas Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

PULALAR VOUARIOMAL TEMPATAN ﬁ
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MPSP 2019
Nama Telefon . . :
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
A'ziss Zainal Abiddin 017 - 938 9192
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0993 2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
Bt Mt el 019 - 412 3397 3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Bilil'< Perkhidmatan Awam, 012 - 488 1553
Pakianathan Utara Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2999 4, P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai 019 -457 2271
Tengah
Heng Yeh Shivuan 016 - 261 2460 . .
5. Vadi Velan A/L Seberang Perai 011 - 1144 1816
Subramaniam Selatan
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113
Kirupanantha Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Johnson a/I 012 - 424 5745
Anifosony SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | ||
MBPP 2019 B e -
1
]
Kang Yau Chuang 010 - 829 3904 Nama Telefon ] !
: EDITORIAL :
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : 1
Khong Chee Seong 011 - 1522 6628 ) ) : Editors : 1
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 . ChrISTOpher Tan (Eng“sh) :
Aidi Akhbal Moh d Zai 012 - 464 3004 : Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) :
Kumaran A/L Krishnan 012 - 464 4697 ! o Menhamed fanen i ! G. Revatic (Tamil) 1
Azahari Aris 016 - 499 2580 : ) I
' Writers : 1
1 . o .
Marshidaliza Marzuki 011 - 3929 9023 AdiBrahim 011-24329007 | ° Danny Ooi, M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, :
! Edmund Lee (English) :
Dr. Chee Heng Leng 017 - 333 9366 ] Eng Kok Wei, Foong Ch?e Yin,' :
Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013 - 770 1001 : Wong Sook Shyan, Yeoh Yin Ylp (Chinese) !
Nasir 013 - 503 3349 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 1 J. Patmavathy (Tamil) !
! ]
1
Gerald Mak Mun Keong 016 - 452 6499 ! Photographers : 1
. . . ]
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456 . . ] LO_W Suun Ting, Allsso[o Thian, !
Mohamad Nor Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 4571271 i Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud, i
1 . ope o .
T ] i Alvie Cheng, Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis, !
el KT e G| Remel Ao 010- 505 3571 1 Chan Kok Kuan and Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi :
Mohamad Akmal Azhar 019 -518 5145 . 1
Harvindar Singh a/I Darshan 012 - 428 2250 I 1
Singh 1 Graphic Designers : 1
e P : Idzham Ahmad and Nur Afigah Zainudi |
ng Jing Cheng - i _ 1
016 - 445 5700 Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan | 012 - 407 7276 : :
1
1
Q . ]
Latifah Hussainsa 013 - 436 1999 ] Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke: '
Ooi Yong Wooi 016-421 1196 1 . 1
Nurliyana Mohd Ramzi 011 - 3922 4080 ! Editor BULETIN MUTIARA, )
' Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang 1
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-3807672 Nur Zarina Zakaria 011 -1578 5098 i Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 !
] Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com 1
Ong Kean Peng 012-629 1133 ' 1
Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718 ettt )
Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 510 0075
Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 463 2787
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Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

HEstate government is aware

that the quarry industry plays
a vital role in the construction sec-
tor.

This was conveyed by Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow at the
Penang Quarries Association (PQA)
14th annual dinner on Sept 10.

“There can be no development
without quarrying activities, but we
need to have proper guidelines and
governance to lessen the ecological
degradation.

“As preciously pointed out by
Mr Saw Kok Peng (president of
PQA), the word ‘green’ in the Pen-
ang2030 vision signifies the state

government’s emphasis on bal-
anced development.

“The government and the indus-
try (quarry) need to work together
so that we respect each other and
value each other’s contributions to
society,” Chow added.

Also present was the Depart-
ment of Minerals and Geoscience
for Penang, Kedah and Perlis direc-

(From seventh from left) Azhari, Saw, Chow and Amar with the association’s committee members.

tor Azhari Ahmad and Penang
Deputy Speaker Dr Amar Pritpal
Abdullah.

“Mr Azhari has been in contact
with the state government due to
several issues that need to be ad-
dressed together, namely the need
for additional quarry inspectors in
Penang.

“I think the Penang government

is willing and ready to support the
department by agreeing to the ap-
pointment of additional quarry in-
spectors so that they (quarry inspec-
tors) can conduct their inspection
at the various quarries throughout
the northern region.

“The director also told me that
probably an office of the depart-
ment might be set up in Penang to

look after the quarries and the op-
erators here,” Chow said.

Chow stated that the Penang
government welcomed the sugges-
tion by the PQA on building a jetty
on the mainland for smooth trans-
portation of construction materials.

“This is to avoid traffic woes
concerning lorries that carry the
construction materials,” he said.

Stakeholders from the industry and other participants taking part in

the In.Tech Conference.

Growing the state together

THE Penang Science Cluster (PSC) is
stepping up collaboration between the
organisation, state government, Educa-
tion Department and the industry to build
students’ interest in STEM education.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
the students’ interest in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathe-
matics) education has dropped over the
years.

“The collaborations are needed. The
government must work with the indus-
try, academia and the community so that
whatever we (the government) plan, they
will reflect the wishes of the people,”
Chow said during the In.Tech Confer-
ence at Bangunan UAB in China Street
Ghaut on Sept 11.

Chow also spoke on the Penang2030
vision.

“The Penang2030 vision ‘A Family-
Focused Green and Smart State that
Inspires the Nation’, is something for
everyone to work on.

“We are still engaging the govern-
ment departments and we are making
good ground on the awareness,” he said.

Chow added the state was ready to
engage with the plastics industry in
Penang.

“The state Welfare, Caring Society
and Environment Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh has been engaging the
industry and finding solutions on plas-
tics-related matters,” he said.

The In.Tech Conference is a platform
for industry players to be inspired and
engaged. The theme for the conference
was “sustainability”.

Two keynote speakers — EcoKnights
president Yasmin Rashid, and Frost and
Sullivan chemicals, materials and nutri-
tion senior director Shikhar Aggarwal
— shared their inspiring presentations
during the conference.

Chow said he would get the Penang
Green Council to study the presenta-
tions, especially the sustainability of the
plastics industry.

“The usage of plastic is necessary.
Plastic is a necessary product of the
modern world.

“Just like quarries, without it, there
won’t be any building.

“It is not banning it (the usage of
plastic) all together. We have to find
solutions pertaining to plastics usage;
such as encourage sustainable plastics
use,” he said, adding that it takes innova-
tion and creativity to move forward.

First-ever emergency response
team In Sungai Pinang

Lim, Huzaimi and those present posing for a photo with Sungai Pinang’s first ever Civil
Defence Emergency Response Team (CDERT) unit.

SUNGAI Pinang residents can now expect
quicker assistance from emergency response
teams in the event of a natural disaster.

This comes following the launch of Sungai
Pinang’s first ever Civil Defence Emergency
Response Team (CDERT) unit.

Penang Civil Defence Department (JPAM)
acting director Mohd Huzaimi Raup said 13
people from the constituency have com-
pleted the 16-hour requirement training.

He said those who went through the theo-
retical and practical training were well-
trained and equipped with proper skills to
assist in the event of floods, fire and any
calamities.

He said establishing CDERT was a good
initiative as the team, made up of locals from
the community, would be the first to act be-
fore JPAM arrives.

“Having local residents act first would be

much better as they would not have to be
fully dependent on the department to act.

“They know what to do when an unfortu-
nate incident happens while JPAM acts as a
coordinator.

“Thumbs-up to Sungai Pinang for having
its first CDERT team,” he told reporters after
presenting certificates to the 13 people at
Solok Sungai Pinang on Sept 11.

There are 50 CDERT teams in the state
since its inception a few years ago.

Sungai Pinang assemblyman Lim Siew
Khim also lauded the formation of the team
to assist JPAM.

She said these locals would know what to
do whenever a flood happens, adding that
they could guide the residents to safety.

“We are also planning to open up to inter-
ested participants to join in the near future,”
said Lim, adding that the registration is free.



Suspected TB
travellers
urged to get
treatment

in their own

country

Story by Christopher Tan

EDICAL tourism providers

who assist travellers in plan-
ning their medical travel should
advice their clients who are sus-
pected of having tuberculosis (TB)
not to seek treatment in Penang,
state Health, Agriculture and Agro-
Based Industry and Rural develop-
ment Committee chairman Dr Afif
Bahardin said.

Dr Afif said TB cases have been
on the rise throughout the country
over the years.

“TB cases are not confined to
just Penang. However, medical
tourism is one of the contributors.

“We have travellers who have
TB in their original country coming
to Penang to seek treatment.

“According to international
guidelines, they are not supposed
to travel and should get treated in
their own country.

“We are not able to determine
whether these travellers have TB or
not at our entry point due to logisti-
cal problems and arrangements,”
Dr Afif told a press conference in

Komtar on Sept 12.

“Those who are doing medical
tourism should advise their agents
or counterparts to inform the travel-
lers who are suspected of TB not to
seek treatment in Penang.”

He also spoke about the risk of
exposure.

“Private hospitals can also play
their role by disseminating mes-
sages to urge suspected TB carriers
to seek treatment in their own
country,” he added.

Dr Afif said TB is not an acute
disease.

“It is a chronic disease and can
be identified through health symp-
toms such as prolonged cough,
unintentional weight loss, and oth-
ers. TB screening is available at
health clinics in the state,” he said.

He also advised the public to be
more alert and seek medical treat-
ment if they are suspected of having
TB.

Also present were Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow and state
Welfare, Caring Society and Envi-
ronment Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh.
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Tower Run 2019

Tan with her child posing with (from left) Law, Teh and The Top group marketing director Loke Kah Peng
after receiving her prizes for winning the Women’s Open title.

Locals finish at The Top!

MALAYSIANS Soh Wai Ching
and Michele Tan Bee Kiang proved
that locals could be as formidable
as foreigners in a vertical run when
they won the Men’s Open and
Women’s Open respectively in the
Penang Top International Tower
Run 2019.

Some 1,000 athletes took part
in the tower run on Sept 15, begin-
ning from Komtar Walk till the
finish at The Top, which is located
on the 68th floor of Komtar — the
uppermost floor of Penang’s icon-
ic landmark.

Soh clocked an incredible time
of 7 minutes 39 seconds while Tan
was timed at 10 minutes and 58
seconds.

They won the top prize money
of RM1,000 each.

Lel Kipchirchir finished second
behind Soh with a time of 8:17.0
while Mohd Saddam Mohd came
in third in 8:30.0.

In the Women’s Open, Steph-

anie Chong was second placed
behind Tan with a time of 12:15.0
while Lumindas Liezel Merasol
took third place in 12:28.0.

The top five finishers were
awarded cash prizes of RM1,000,
RM800, RM500, RM300 and
RM200 respectively.

Air Itam assemblyman Joseph
Ng Soon Siang, who stood in for
state Youth and Sports Committee
chairman Soon Lip Chee, was
delighted to see two Malaysians
clinching the Men’s Open and
Women’s Open titles.

“I'am glad to see two Malaysians
coming out first in their respective
Open categories,” said Ng.

“This is Penang’s first interna-
tional competitive tower running
event which is sanctioned by the
Tower Running World Association.

“Through this significant tower
run, we hope to inculcate a healthy
living habit among the partici-
pants. The organisers have done a
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remarkable job.”

This year’s participants came
from Brunei, Singapore, Hong
Kong, Indonesia, Thailand, China,
Kenya, India and Australia.

The event attracted more run-
ners than last year after receiving
sanction from the Tower Running
World Association and endorse-
ment by Tower Running Trial 60.

With the international recogni-
tions, serious runners to Penang
Top International Tower Run 2019
were rewarded with 60 points in
timing chip of which could be ac-
cumulated to determine the run-
ners’ global ranking in future.

Also present at the run were
Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng, The Top Penang general
manager Joel Law, state Youth and
Sports assistant officer R. Ravi-
chandran, and JomRun managing
director Chang Yi Hern and gen-
eral manager Muhammad Fuad
Rosli.

RESULTS:

Men Veteran: Charles Supapo-
dok (10.03), 2. Mohamed Ham-
izi Hussein (10:11), 3. Ho Yuen
Loong (10.44).

Women Veteran: 1. Rebecca
Sia (15:12), 2. Choong Meow
Lin (15:19), 3. Lee Huey Chen
(15:39).

Men Open: 1. Soh Wai Ching
(7:39), 2. Lel Kipchirchir
(8:17), 3. Mohd Saddam Mohd
(8:32).

Women Open: 1. Michele Tan
Bee King (10:58), 2. Stephanie
Chong (12:15), 3. Lumindas
Liezel Merasol (12:28).



‘Champion
officers’ to

realise

Penang2030

Story by Christopher Tan

IORKSHOPS are now be-

ing conducted by “champion
officers” to draw up feasible pro-
grammes and projects that are in line
with the 16 strategic initiatives of
the Penang2030 vision.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said 16 “champion officers” had
been appointed; one heading each
strategic initiative.

“BEach ‘champion officer’ will
hold a workshop for state executive
council member(s), stakeholders,
government and non-government
agencies and professional bodies to
give input on projects and pro-
grammes that are feasible, and in
line with the strategic initiatives of
the Penang2030.

“The proposed programmes or
projects must revolve around the
Penang2030 initiatives.

“The workshops will be held
over these few months before we
move on to the next stage which is
the schedule of implementation.

“The state will then plan and
adopt the proposed projects over a
few years,” he told a press confer-
ence after attending a forum on
Penang2030 on Sept 7.

Chow said the workshops to be
conducted by the “‘champion offic-
ers”, which also include stakehold-
ers from the private sector, provides
a clearer picture on what Pen-
ang2030 is.

“Itis not just merely a vision. We
have a vision, we plan and we
adopt,” he said.

Earlier, Chow said the Pen-
ang2030 vision is a vision statement
of Penang.

“Avision statement is needed so
that everyone can be on the same
page with regard to the future devel-
opment of Penang.

“The Penang2030 vision is not
only about projects. It is also to
strike a balance between develop-
ment and environmental sustainabil-
ity,” he said.

He also welcomed community
participation.

“I want the participation from
the people. The government is
happy to collaborate and together
we make Penang better,” Chow
said.

The renowned speakers who
took part included lawyer Datuk
Kevin Joshua, Pertubuhan Sihat
Selalu chairman Dr Chong Ren Jye
and DAPSY Penang treasurer
Benji Ang.

They discussed matters concern-
ing the Penang Transport Master
Plan (PTMP), youth, health, and the
digital era.

For more details about the Pen-
ang2030 vision, visit https:/www.
penang2030.com/en/

Chow showing a trick or two as he tries out the racing car game.

Penang to become eSports hub

PENANG is aiming to become
one of the popular eSports hubs in
Southeast Asia in the near future.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
is optimistic of the growth of eSports
after witnessing the largest-ever
Penang Esports Festival (PEF)2019
at Setia SPICE Arena on Sept 7.

He believes the state has the po-
tential to hold such events in the
SEA Games or even in international
tournaments.

He said it would also create more
working opportunities for youths
when more information technology
companies set up factories in Bayan
Lepas and Batu Kawan.

“We are promoting eSports
within the state as part of the Pen-

ang2030 vision.

“The state is creating a healthy
platform for the growth of eSports
to continue developing the industry.

“It is now one of the most antici-
pated sporting events in the world,”
he said in his speech before launch-
ing PEF 20109.

The event, which ended on Sept
8, was organised by SOZO Pte Ltd
and presented by state government
with the support from the office of
Penang Tourism Development, Atts,
Culture and Heritage (PETACH)
and Penang Global Tourism (PGT).

The partners of the festival in-
cluded gaming stalwarts Eliphant
Pte Ltd, Flash Vision Esport, Game-
Start Asia, KITAMEN, Playstation

and Galax.

Chow also spent some time test-
ing out the racing car game despite
his hectic schedule.

Earlier, SOZO managing director
Shawn Chin said thousands of gam-
ing players were expected to visit
the event.

“There are many challenging and
exciting games available here for the
fans,” he said.

Also present was state Tourism
Development, Arts, Culture and
Heritage Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin, PGT chief executive of-
ficer Ooi Chok Yan and Malaysian
Association of Hotels (MAH) Pen-
ang chapter chairman Khoo Boo
Lim.

Building
stronger
families

PARENTS are children’s first
teachers and they play a very im-
portant role in instilling good
values in them.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said children would excel,
not only in school but also in life,
when parents invest time in im-
parting good values and shaping
their character.

“If every family is strong, it will
certainly provide our society and
country with the strongest founda-
tion for the future.

“We celebrate the institution of
the family because we believe that
strong families nurture the next
generation and form the basic
building blocks of our society,”
Chow said in his speech before
opening the Teddy Bear Fashion

Design Competition 2019 on Sept
7.

He said the Penang2030 vision
also has the same emphasis on
family.

“The vision Penang2030: A
Family-Focused Green and Smart
State that Inspires the Nation has
an important keyword which is
‘Family’.

“If we do it right at the family-

A little girl decorating her teddy bear sculpture.

level, much good would happen
for the nation as a whole,” he said.

Colour Me Art Atelier founder
Bryan Dickson said the competi-
tion was held to raise awareness of
the importance of bonding and
building strong families.

The Teddy Bear Fashion Design
Competition 2019 was organised
by Colour Me Art Atelier to pro-
mote family bonding among fam-

ily members.

The competition attracted over
200 participants; comprising over
100 pairs of adults and children.

Members from the Penang Deaf
Association also took part in the
competition.

The participants were required
to paint and decorate a teddy bear
sculpture within a specific time to
win attractive prizes.
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‘Review decision to stop PPR projects’

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Chan Kok Kuan

HE Housing and Local

Government Ministry
should review its decision to stop
building the People’s Housing
Project (PPR), says Penang Local
Government, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo.

He said the new development
came as a shock to him as Penang
has been seeking the Federal
Government to assist in building
PPR projects in the five districts
of'the state, starting with a site in
Jelutong on the island.

Jagdeep said Local Govern-
ment and Housing Minister
Zuraida Kamarudin had in-
formed all the chief ministers,
including Penang Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow, and mentris
besar in a letter dated Aug 20
that the federal government
would not continue building PPR
projects as they would incur a
high cost.

“This is something new and is
of concern to me. In fact, it’s a
very big blow to us. We’ve been
waiting even before the 14th
General Election for PPR pro-
jects,” Jagdeep told reporters
when he visited the ongoing
Warisan Tanjung housing project
at Tanjong Tokong on Sept 6.

“Penang has the least number
of PPR homes among all the
states. We’ve only 999 units out

Jagdeep (third from left), Zainudin (fourth from left) and staff members from the state Housing Department
and UDA Land Sdn Bhd giving their thumbs-up to the Warisan Tanjung project.

of 120,000 in Malaysia.

“Although I am very close to
Zuraida, I don’t agree with this
particular move. It is the social
obligation of a government to take
care of those who cannot even
afford a low-cost unit.”

Jagdeep also said he disagreed
with the ministry’s suggestions
that the state government build
the PPR projects, now rebranded
as Program Perumahan Malaysia,
with private partnership (under
Request For Proposal) and sell
them at between RM90,000 and

RM300,000 per unit.

“This is beyond our under-
standing. There are some, espe-
cially from the B40 group, who
could not even access low-cost
homes at RM42,000. Moreover,
as we are paying taxes to the
federal government, they should
be the ones subsidising the pro-
jects.

“After GE14, I see there is
bright hope because the ministry
asked us to identify sites for PPR
projects. In fact, the ministry sent
their people to come and inspect

the sites. Suddenly, we received
this letter. So, the ministry has to
review this decision.”

Chow, in a press conference
later, said he concurred with
Jagdeep’s views and also called
on the ministry to review its deci-
sion.

Under the PPR projects, he
said the hardcore poor rent the
unit at RM 124 per month, inclu-
sive of RM24 maintenance fee,
until they are financially able to
upgrade to low-cost status.

Jagdeep reiterated that the

Penang government would main-
tain its low-cost homes at
RM42,000, low medium-cost
homes at RM 72,500 and afford-
able homes (RM300,000 for is-
land and RM250,000 for main-
land).

He added that some states
have raised the ceiling prices for
low-cost homes to RM60,000
and low medium-cost homes to
RM100,000.

On complaints by low-cost
and low medium-cost house buy-
ers to the Consumer Association
of Penang that they have been
arm-twisted by developers by
having to pay for parking lot and
renovation packages at a high
price, Jagdeep said that arrange-
ment was on a “willing buyer
willing seller” basis.

But he warned developers that
action would be taken if there
was a complaint against them for
forcing house buyers to take up
the parking lot and renovation
packages.

Meanwhile, UDA Land Sdn
Bhd chief operating officer Zai-
nudin Deni said the phase one of
the Warisan Tanjung project to
resettle some squatters and TOL
(temporary occupation licence)
residents in Tanjung Tokong was
now 97% complete.

It consists of 550 units, with
210 units of 850sq ft each and
340 units of 800sq ft each. A
total of 650 units will be built
under the second phase.

Unifying students through integrity programme

SOME 350 students from
four schools in Air Itam took
part in the Students’ Integrity
Programme (RIMUP), which
was held in the school com-
pound of Sekolah Kebangsaan
Ayer Itam on Sept 13.

The students were from
SIK(C) Sin Kang, SK Sri
Aman, SJK (C) Chiao Nan and
SK Ayer Itam.

Air Itam assemblyman Jo-
seph Ng Soon Siang said he
hoped the programme would act
as a good platform for students
to interact, respect and show
their love for one another.

“It is also an opportunity for
students from Kampung Mel-
ayu, Farlim, Ayer Itam and
Padang Tembak communities
to understand and appreciate
different religious back-
grounds,” Ng said when he

B -

(Second row, from fifth left) Ramkarpal and Ng jomlng the school students at the RIMUP programme

launched the programme.
Also joining Ng at the func-

tion were SK Ayer Itam head-
master Zamzuri Abd Rahman and

Bukit Gelugor MP Rambkarpal
Singh.

Ng said they planned to hold
a bigger RIMUP programme
next year, with 10 schools tak-
ing part.

“The event is also in line
with the spirit of ‘Sayangi
Malaysiaku’ which is to com-
memorate the recent 62th
Merdeka celebrations,” Ng
said.

Zamzuri said school man-
agement should instil in stu-
dents the love of interacting
with other students.

“Integration programmes,
like RIMUP, should be ar-
ranged to involve all students,
teachers and parents to boost
education and unity,” he add-
ed.

At the gathering, the stu-
dents received a mini Jalur
Gemilang, some cookies and a
bottle of mineral water each.
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Industry needs ‘adaptable graduates’

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

HE new collaboration be-

tween Universiti Sains Ma-
laysia (USM) and the Federation
of Malaysian Manufacturers
(FMM) Penang branch is very
important to producing talents to
cater to the needs of the industry,
says Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

He commended both parties
for jointly holding the FMM-
USM CEO Forum 2019 at Dewan
Tuanku Syed Putra in USM on
Sept 5.

The theme of the forum was
“Empowering Malaysians for
Smart and Sustainable Future”.

An estimated 3,000 freshies
packed the hall to listen to the
success stories of three distin-
guished speakers — Top Glove
Corporation Berhad executive
chairman and founder Tan Sri Dr
Lim Wee Chai, OCBC Bank chief
executive officer Datuk Ong Eng
Bin and ECO World Interna-
tional Berhad independent non-
executive director Datuk Kong
Sooi Lin.

“It is indeed commendable for

FMM Penang and USM to be
working together. Both of these
iconic institutions in Penang are
celebrating 50 years (anniversa-
ry) and I congratulate them,”
Chow said in his speech before
officiating the opening of the
forum.

“We want graduates who are
not only ready for the market but
also adaptable to the needs and
changes of the industry.

“We look forward to more col-
laboration between USM and
FMM in particular, and in gen-
eral the academia and the indus-
try as Penang is the manufactur-
ing hub of the country. :

“We need today’s
youths to prepare them-
selves to face the 4th
Industrial Revolution or
the world of artificial
intelligence, the Inter-
net of Things (IoT),
automation and other
technological ad-
vancements that are
expected to change
the way things are
done.”

Chow said inves-
tors would often ask
him about the talent

pool available in the state before
they decide to invest in Penang,
which is known as the Silicon
Valley of the East and the manu-
facturing hub for the E&E sector.
“More often than not, I think
Penang is blessed by our human
talents. I have
to take my

hat off to USM for being a very

important institution that pro-

duces graduates and talents for
our industry here in Penang and
beyond. And of course to FMM

Penang for providing the job op-

portunities and career advance-

ments for our graduates.”

Also present were USM
prochancellor Tan Sri Mustafa
Mansur, then USM vice-chancel-
lor Prof Prof Datuk Dr Asma Is-
mail, FMM Penang Branch chair-
man Datuk Dr Ooi Eng Hock and
organising chairman Lim Wei
Yee.

Dr Asma (pix) said with the
advent of globalisation and the
disruptive change of technolo-
__ gies, employers are

‘ ]1 looking for “adaptable
5/ | graduates” because
' technologies are chang-
| ing very fast.

; “So, therefore we
are teaching the stu-
dents strong funda-
mentals, with a bal-
ance between char-

acter and knowledge.

The knowledge that

they gain here may be used

only 20% (in their work)
but the character is what

that is going to move them for-
ward.

“More important is that we
teach USM graduates to be life-
long learners because disruptive
technologies are such that noth-
ing is going to be static. Things
will always change,” she said in
her speech.

Dr Asma also urged FMM and
industry icons to invest in USM
so that the university could de-
liver to them the type of gradu-
ates they need.

She said while there is a lack
of engineering students in some
other universities, USM has a full
intake this year.

Dr Ooi urged the education
authorities to equip primary
schools with computers and nec-
essary IT facilities so that there
would be no lack of science and
engineering students in the fu-
ture.

In his speech, he said he had
two messages for the students.
He first urged them to ensure a
clean environment (free of un-
wanted plastics and other gar-
bage) and then encouraged them
to save, quoting from a saying
that “a penny saved is a penny
earned”.

FMM Penang marks S0th year in style

THE Federation of Malaysian
Manufacturers (FMM) Penang
branch has pledged to continue
its partnership with the state
and federal government for bet-
terment of the manufacturing
sector.

Its chairman, Datuk Dr Ooi
Eng Hock, said the federation
strived to work with all stake-
holders to make Penang the
preferred destination for local
and foreign investors.

“This 50th anniversary cel-
ebration marks a significant
milestone for the federation and
state.

“The activities that were
held over the years would not
be possible without the full
support and cooperation from
the state and other agencies,”
he said in his speech during the
grand annual dinner on Sept 5.

Ooi also stressed on the need
to embrace Industry 4.0 to
move forward in this digital
era.

He also touched on, among

Years & Beyond
FMM PENANG
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Chow (centre) witnessing Ooi (second from right) presenting a souvenir to OCBC chief executive officer
Datuk Ong Eng Bin (second from left) while Kian Ming (right) and Soh (left) look on.

others, the Penang Interna-
tional Airport expansion, funds
for small and medium indus-
tries (SMlIs), and traffic conges-
tion issues in his speech.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow thanked FMM Penang
branch for inviting him to the
momentous event.

“I am impressed by the vital
role that FMM Penang branch
has been playing.

“Penang has contributed a lot
to the national economy. Mul-
tinational companies in Penang
have also provided job oppor-
tunities to the people,” he said.

Chow also thanked FMM
Penang branch for donating
RM200,000 to the Penang Fu-
ture Foundation (PFF) to ben-
efit outstanding underprivi-
leged students.

Also present were Chow’s
wife Tan Lean Kee, Deputy
Minister of International Trade
and Industries Dr Ong Kian
Ming and FMM president Da-
tuk Soh Thian Lai.
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HE Penang LE
Wadda Gurdwara i
Sahib in Jalan Gurd-
wara is scheduled to gurdwara building.
undergo conservation
and restoration works by the end of this year.

State Local Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said the works would
take about three years to complete.

“This is a Category One heritage build-
ing. Restoration and conservation works
need to be done according to the guidelines.

“The building will be restored as it was
originally,” Jagdeep told a press conference
after the prayer session at the gurdwara on
Sept 22.

The congregation prayed for a successful
restoration and the temporary closure of the
Darbar Sahib (main prayer hall) of the gur-
dwara.

Jagdeep said the estimated cost for the
restoration works had increased to about
RM4.5 million from the initial RM3 million
after extra works were needed to conserve
and restore the gurdwara.

“About RM2.5 million has been col-
lected through a donation drive,” Jagdeep
said.

He added that the gurdwara was in need
of urgent restoration.

“According to the memo from the struc-

<

Restoration

Visible cracks can be seen all over the
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Jagdeep (second from left) and Jelutong MP
R.S.N. Rayer (left) praying at the Darbar Sahib in

Penang Wadda Gurdwara Sahib.

tural engineering consultant, the cracks on
the floor of the main prayer hall suggest that
significant structural deterioration has oc-

langan gunakan semula

curred and the building is structurally un- ey Tidak digalakkan

safe. bekas plastik bahan kimia i‘ berulangkali menggunakan
“With a heavy heart, I have to announce R {bukan makanan) untuk bekas plastik pembunghus

the temporary closure of the Darbar Sahib mengisi makanan, makanan “fake away”

site on the upper floor pending the restora- ;TMIW

. 3

tion works.
“I will not foresake anyone’s safety,”

Jagdeep added.

PENGGUNAAN PLASTIK UNTUK MEMBUNGKUS MAKANAN -

(3]

The gurdwara president, Daljit Singh,
said the main prayer hall (Darbar Sahib)
would be temporarily located at the current
dining area (Langgar Hall) of the gurdwara.

“The dining area will be temporarily Menukar pinggan mangkik Elakkan melstak
shifted outdoors, beside the gurdwara dan peralatan dapuryang makanan panas dalam
building within its premises,” Daljit said. diperbuat dari plastik bekas plastik / menuang

Jagdeep said the gurdwara committee apabila sudah berubah air panas ke dalam

dari keadaan asal / rosak. botol /cawan plastik.

had applied to the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) for a permit to temporar-
ily shift the dining area to the said location.
The gurdwara Conservation and Resto-
ration Committee chairman Datuk Mahin-
der Singh Dulku said the decision to tem-
porarily close the Darbar Sahib site on the
upper floor of the gurdwara was painful.

i f HEEMHE f BEEMPutrojayn

“However, the decisiqn is inevitable,” Ha_mm akan bekas C:; : plastk
he said. mmw wmwmm
It was reported that  untuk microwave” urtuk sejuk beku seperti ais kiim
the gurdwara had not pemanasan dalam ketuhar dan margerin tidak sesuai
undergone any resto- gelombang mikeo. untuk pemanasan dalam
ration work since it (microwave). oven / microwave,

was constructed.

The construction of
the gurdwara, then
called the Diamond
Jubilee Sikh Temple,
started with the laying
of the foundation

. PENGGUNAAN PLASTIK UNTUK MEMBUNGKUS MAKANAN
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Permaubaen defan botil

The Penang Wadda Gurdwara Sahib in Jalan Gurdwara is a
heritage building which needs urgent restoration work.

Jangan rebus botol susu T
stone onJune.3? 1901. bayi dalam air mendidih il susu bayi yang ada kesan
The condition of m tertall lama atau ( -y‘i calar / rosak, botol susu
the gurdwara has dete- ' memasukkan air mendidih - tersebut perlu diganti
riorated with visible ke dalam botol, '

cracks all over the
building, causing e N
grave concerns and m
anxiety to its commu-

nity.
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school

co-ops told

Story by Siti Humaira
Mohamed Yasin

Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

CHOOL cooperatives in

Penang have been encouraged
to venture into more competitive
businesses instead of just mainly
operating bookshops.

Pulau Betong assemblyman
Mohd Tuah Ismail said the books-
hop business is seasonal, encoura-
ging during the school registration
period early in the year but decli-
ning in the second and third quar-
ters.

“The primary role of a school
cooperative is to help students de-
velop entrepreneurial skills based
on strong principles and values,”
Mohd Tuah said in his speech at the
closing ceremony of the Young
Entrepreneur Strive For Success
(YESS) Convention on Sept 5.

“School cooperatives should
explore venturing into challenging
fields and not just concentrate on
typical activities, like running the
book business.

“In this era of Industrial Revo-
lution 4.0, students should think of

coming out with innovative produ-
cts to further enhance their partici-
pation.”

Mohd Tuah complimented the
Malaysia Cooperative Societies
Commission (SMK) for organising
the YESS convention with the
support of the Penang Education
Department.

“It is one platform for students
to generate ideas and think creati-
vely in their pursuit of new products
that can hopefully be marketed.

“The YESS objective is to also
produce entrepreneurs that are
either individually or collectively
viable, and resilient with leadership
qualities such as good conduct and
concern for the community,” he
added.

In conjunction with the YESS
convention, a competition to pro-
mote their products was also held.

Also present at the closing cere-
mony of the convention were SMK
Penang director Zakaria Mat Jusoh,
Penang Bumiputera Coordination
Division (ICU-JPM) director Asuat
Ahmad, Penang SME Corp director
Noor Azzam Yaazizul Ghafar and
Penang Education Department re-
presentative Zulkafli Kamaruddin.

Govt striving to draw new
investments and re-investments

THE Penang govern-
ment is constantly at-
tracting new invest-
ments and re-invest-
ments to the state.

——
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that a good transporta-
tion network is crucial
for the development of
Penang.

“It is crucial yet a

——

Chief Minister A -~ | challenging task,” he
Chow Kon Yeow said | said
new investments and M J Issues such as water
re-investments are im- ' _ ; supply and traffic con-
portant to generate \ \ cerns were also dis-
more employment op- A5 h cussed during the
portunities for the peo-  aart Jacobi. 35-minute courtesy
ple. visit by Jacobi in

“The services sector in Penang,
such as in medical tourism, is also
growing rapidly,” Chow said dur-
ing a meeting with the Netherlands
ambassador to Malaysia Aart Jac-
obi on Sept 6.

Chow said the state believed

Komtar.

Jacobi said Malaysia is one of
the preferred destinations for in-
vestments in Southeast Asia.

“The country has a huge poten-
tial for foreign direct investments,”
he said.
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Mohd Tuah (second row, sixth from right) taking a group photo with the VIPs, winners and participants

after the event.
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his way into thels
Malaysia Book
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of Records

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

ANY people can paint
using watercolours or
crayons, but not many can
paint using coffee.
Renowned cartoonist Mohd
Azmi Mohd Hussin, 35, is not
only skilled in drawing cari-
catures or producing cartoon
scripts; he had set a Malaysia

Book of Records (MBR) for
the most caricatures drawn in
24 hours last year.

On Aug 25, Mohd Azmi’s
effort was recognised by the
MBR once again for produ-
cing the “Longest Coffee
Painting” in Malaysia.

He spent 25 days to produ-
ce his magnificent artwork
which is 101m-long!

“I’m happy that my effort
has borne fruit. It is all worth

OCTOBER 1— 15,2019

Cartoonist paints'
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Chow.

it,” said the Penang-born car-
toonist.
Mohd Azmi is also the car-

Syerleena congratulating one of the winners at the prize-giving ceremony.

200 ‘human calculators’ battle it out

MORE than 200 students from
various states competed in the
Mental Arithmetic Grading and
Competition held at the Penang
Math Platform in Bukit Gelugor,
Penang.

Contestants as young as three-
and-a-half years to 12 years old
competed for the many prizes in
various categories.

Seri Delima assemblyman
Syerleena Abdul Rashid said the
event helped motivate the stu-
dents in their understanding of
mathematics and their ability to
quickly resolve mathematical
questions.

She said the students start by
using the abacus to add, subtract,
multiply and divide in their ex-

ercises.

Through guidance and prac-
tice, the students are then able to
perform an arithmetic calculation
using an imaginary abacus in the
mind with speed and accuracy,
comparable with modern devices
such as calculators.

Syerleena later gave away the
prizes.

The competition, which was
jointly organised by the Persatu-
an Mental Arithmetic Malaysia
and Penang Math Platform, was
held for the second time at the
Penang Math Platform on Aug
31.

Penang Math Platform is one
of the six Penang STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering,

Mathematics) learning centres.

The other centres are Penang
Tech Dome, Penang Science
Cluster, Penang Skills Develop-
ment Centre, Penang Digital
Library and @CAT.

Penang STEM general man-
ager Richard Chung Chok Yin
said the response to the competi-
tion showed that mental arithme-
tic has become more popular.

“We are pleased that mental
arithmetic is catching on. Last
year, we had 150 participants.
This year, we exceeded 200. Our
aim is to promote it to as many
schools as possible,” Chung said.

He said PMP also holds
classes for pre-schoolers till Year
Six pupils at its premises.

s

Mohd Azmi (centre) holding the Malaysia Book of Records certificate.

toonist who has produced
three comic books titled “Tan-
jong Life”, “Lost in Bagan”
and “Little Mamak™.

MBR chief operating of-
ficer Christopher Wong pre-
sented a certificate ratifying
the record to Mohd Azmi,
during a ceremony at Starbu-
cks Coffee in Karpal Singh
Drive on Aug. 25.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow commended Mohd Azmi
for his determination to strive

Joining him are Quays (left) and

for excellence.

“His creativity is admira-
ble. His artwork serves as
strong evidence that we have
a rich talent pool in Penang.

“We would like to thank
Starbucks for its support to-
wards our local talents,” Chow
said.

Also present were Chow’s
political secretary Teh Lai
Heng and Starbucks Malaysia
and Brunei managing director
Sydney Quays.

Underpass at Jalan Mt ErsKine-
Jalan Burma intersection

THE Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) is planning
to build an underpass at the
Jalan Mount Erskine and Jalan
Burma intersection next year
to tackle traffic woes.

MBPP secretary Datuk
Addnan Mohd Razali said the
traffic flow at the Jalan Bur-
ma/Jalan Gottlieb/Jalan Bagan
Jermal/Jalan Mount Erskine is
now “messy during peak
hours” as approximately
50,000 vehicles use these
roads daily.

“The project for the under-
pass and road widening is
estimated to cost RM30 mil-
lion while the cost of land
acquisition is estimated at
RM25 million,” Addnan told
a press conference on Sept 3.

Also present were MBPP
senior engineers Cheah Chin
Kooi and Zainuddin Mohamad
Shariff, MBPP engineer Yong

Woo Soon and HST Engineers
managing director Teh Hong
Sen.

The land acquisition from
Jalan Mount Erskine to Jalan
Burma (till Adventist Hospi-
tal) covers a distance of 700m
involving 20 lots of land
(4,430sq m) — two from MBPP,
two from the Federal Govern-
ment and 16 from private
owners.

Addnan said the process of
land acquisition is being car-
ried out by the Northeast
District Land Office, which is
also engaged in an ongoing
hearing for affected residents.

“We hope to begin work on
the project next year or 2021,
barring any legal matters,”
said Addnan, adding that the
road widening process at Jalan
Brown, which is part of the
project, had already been
completed.
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