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FTER months of waiting,

the largest municipality in the
country,Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP), has officially
been upgraded to city status, coin-
cidentally with Malaysia Day cel-
ebration on Sept 16.

The auspicious ceremony in
Dewan Millenium, Kepala Batas
was held in style with the presence
of Governor Tun Abdul Rahman
Abbas and his consort Toh Puan
Majimor Shariff at around 10am.

Soon after they arrived, the
ceremony began with the dignitar-
ies singing the national and state
anthems.

The much-awaited moment was
when Urban Wellbeing, Housing
and Local Government Minister
Zuraida Kamaruddin presented the
official instrument upgrading Se-
berang Perai’s city status to Abdul
Rahman.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who was present, went on
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to announce the appointment of
MPSP president Datuk Rozali
Mohamud as MBSP’s first mayor.
His appointment was in accord-
ance with Section 4(2) of the 1976
Local Government Act.
Present to witness the
ceremony were State
Assembly Speaker Da- |
tuk Law Choo Kiang,
Deputy Chief Minister

Abdul Rahman appointing Rozali as the first mayor of MBSP.

ernment under Chow for the
support and trust given while
praising his own men for
their efforts in carrying out
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ers to celebrate the historic occa-
sion.

The incentives are part of 18
programmes which will be drawn
up for an entire month to celebrate
the upgrading.

“We will disclose the full details
including some exciting offers for
our ratepayers soon. We would also
like to thank all parties for cooper-
ating with MBSP in ensuring that
Seberang Prai becomes the newest
city in Malaysia.”

The application by Penang to
upgrade MPSP into the Seberang
Prai City Council (MBSP) was
approved by the Federal Govern-
ment after it met the criteria of
having a population base of over
500,000 ratepayers and exceeding
an annual revenue of RM100 mil-
lion.

Chow with MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang (left)
and Roazali after the historic occasion.
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SEA of people in a strong
isplay of patriotism and love
for the country.

That was the scene at the MBSP
field (formerly MPSP) in Bagan
Luar, Butterworth as some 8,000
people from all walks of life wit-
nessed the state-level 62nd National
Day celebrations on Aug 31. /

Also spotted in the crowd were
foreign tourists who braved the
scorching heat to attend the momen-
tous event.

To ensure the parade ran smooth-
ly from 9am till 11am, certain roads
in the vicinity were temporarily
closed while Federal Reserve Unit
(FRU) personnel and traffic police-
men also controlled traffic flow and
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Abdul Rahman inspecting the
guard of honour upon his arrival.

The State Information
Unit staff showing
their love for Malaysia
at The Skye Event
Space in Menara M
Summit in Magazine
Road.

ensured safety.

People came as early as 7am to
avoid traffic congestion following
w the road closures.

The celebration started with the
arrival of Governor Tun Abdul Rah-
man Abbas and his consort Toh
Puan Majimor Shariff atabout 9am
where they were greeted by Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow and
other state dignitaries.

As soon as the head of state ar-
rived, the event, themed “Sayangi
Malaysiaku: Malaysia Bersih” this
yeat, started with the Jalur Gemilang
being raised by armed forces person-
nel.

The national anthem “Negaraku”
and state anthem “Untuk Negeri
Kita” were also played while those
present stood up as a mark of re-
spect.

The event then continued with
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. Berapit assemblyman Heng Lee Lee and Seri Delima assemblyman
M /— Syerleena Abdul Rashid (right) cheer on during the state-level

Merdeka parade.
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The Fire and Rescue Department
contingent putting its best foot
forward at the event.

The loudest cheers also went
to the armed forces contigent
when the group clad in
military outfit seen lift-
ing Jalur Gemilang and
marched into the venue.

Chow with his fellow
assemblymen and
parliamentarians posing
for a ‘wefie’ during the |
parade. )

An armed forces truck making its way as spectators try to catch a
glimpse of the vehicle at the event.

Armed Forces personnel during
the National Day parade in Bagan
Luar, Butterworth.

loud shouts of “Merdeka!”.

Those present were also enter- v | SR
. . HuaRr
tained with cultural performances KEEANGSAAN
featuring Malay, Chinese and Indian
troupes.

Various uniformed bodies also
joined in the parade with the par-
ticipation of more than 100 contin-
gents — all of which were greeted
with loud cheers as they marched
on.

Among the contingents taking
part were the St. Xavier’s Institution
band, armed forces personnel and
contingents from various govern-
ment agencies and private organisa-
tions which included students.



Ong, Mohamad Anil, police officers and others present posing for
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Creating
‘crime free’
environment
in schools

Story by Edmund Lee
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

TUDENTS from SMJK

Heng Ee and SMK Jelutong
were told to refrain from involving
in any drug menace and crime ac-
tivities.

The advice was given by none
other than Penang Crime Prevention
and Community Safety Department
chief SAC Datuk Mohamad Anil
Shah when he officiated an educa-
tional and development programme
at SMJK Heng Ee in Jalan Hamilton
on Aug 28.

He said drugs would destroy
one’s future once taken at a young
age, adding that many of the young-
sters nowadays have the urge to try
them due to their age and peer influ-
ence in school.

“Please, don’t ever try it - even
once. It will harm your whole life.

You will regret,” Mohamad Anil
repeatedly told the students from the
two secondary schools.

Mohamad Anil said students
need to know the consequences if
they take the wrong path.

Besides that, Mohamad Anil
hoped students would know their
role and strive to study hard for the
sake of a better future.

He said parents and teachers
also play an important role to en-
sure the children are well taught
and brought up.

Batu Lancang assemblyman Ong
Ah Teong thanked the agencies for
making the event a success.

He said it was a commitment
from his constituency office to en-
sure that the students were aware of
pitfalls they may face.

“Teenagers’ social ills are an
important topic to be discussed and
should be viewed seriously,” he
stressed.

a group photo after the talk.

Pump houses in
Perai upgraded

to reduce floods

FACTORIES in the Perai indus-
trial area will have something to
cheer after two pump houses there
were upgraded to tackle flash floods.

Penang Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said both projects costing
about RM6.6 million would in-
crease the flow of water out to the
sea.

He said the two projects, which
were funded by the state govern-
ment, would also improve the
management of garbage clogging.

“Pump House A in Lorong Peru-

Industrial Area.

sahaan 4 was completed a few
months back while Pump House B,
located about a kilometre away, has
also been completed.

“It will increase the total water
flow from the present 42,436 litres
t0 48,036 litres per second,” he said
at a press conference during a site
visit to Pump House B in Tingkat
Perusahaan 4a.

He said the latest completion was
good news for the state to solve the
flood woes in low-lying areas, espe-
cially in the factory zone.

“The state and Seberang Perai

Jagdeep and Rozali discussing how the pump houses work in Perai

Municipal Council (MPSP) view
the flood issue seriously and are
committed to resolving it,” he
stressed.

Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP), formerly Seberang Perai
Municipal Council, mayor Datuk
Rozali Mohamud also thanked the
state for looking into the plight of
the factories in the low-lying indus-
trial area.

He expressed hopes that the
floods would be a thing of past with
the upgrading of these two pump
houses.

Preparing Penang youths for digital age

THE Penang government’s drive
to inculcate the interest of learning
Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM) is proven
through the setting up of a “few
products” in the era of Industrial
Revolution 4.0.

Bukit Bendera MP Wong Hon
Wai said the setting up of Maker-
Labs, Penang Science Cafe, Penang
Tech Dome and Penang Digital
Library were among the products.

He said all these state initiatives
were to prepare the youngsters and
exposed them to the industry when

they join the workforce.

“This could be seen through the
setting up of digital library. A similar
model will be built in Kedah, which
is expected to be ready by end of
next year.

“It’s a successful model. I hope
it will be expanded to other states as
well,” he said in his speech before
closing the National Education, In-
novation and Research Conference
at the Penang Teachers’ Training
Campus in Gelugor on Aug 29.

Wong also said the Federal Gov-
ernment had allocated a huge por-

tion of funds to the Education
Ministry during the Budget last year,
describing it as a ‘great’ move.

Earlier, the Penang Teachers’
Training Campus deputy director
Abdul Latib Abdul Rahman also
urged the people to instil the love for
books.

He said reading was important to
enhance one’s knowledge.

“According to a National Library
Interim research, the total average
of books read has increased to 15 in
2014 from only two books in 2005,”
he said.

Sungai Jelutong undergoing flood mitigation works

THE food mitigation project at
Sungai Jelutong, which is a stream
of Sungai Pinang, has already got
off the ground.

State Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari said RM751,000
has been allocated for the mitiga-
tion project by the state govern-
ment.

“The allocation is to help rectify
the flash flood issue in the neigh-
bourhood of Solok Van Praagh
which is a low-lying area,” said
Zairil at the press conference held
near Sungai Jelutong on Aug 29.

According to Zairil, the project

is divided into two phases.

The first part involves the setting
up ofapond (1,316.1 metre square)
nearby the construction site of Setia
Sky Ville, costing RM351,000.

A flood wall as high as 1m will
be built along the Sungai Jelutong
(right and left) as well.

The developer of Setia Sky Ville
will be involved in the building of
the pond and the flood wall.

The project, which commenced
on Aug 26, will be completed on
Nov 26.

The second part is the construc-
tion of the dry pond with the capac-
ity of 1,000 cubic metres, costing

RM400,000.

Zairil said the dry pond would
be built nearby the residential area
at the Solok Van Praagh which
frequently gets affected by the
flash floods.

“Culvert box will be installed
as well as the one-way tidal
valve (duck like shape).

“This project includes road
works, relocation of utility and
re-constructuon of the road fur-
niture,” he added.

The project will start on Dec
1 and will end on June 30 next
year.

Batu Lancang assemblyman

Zairil (second from right) showing the area which will be involved in
the Sungai Jelutong flood mitigation project.

Ong Ah Teong hoped the project
would bring great relief to the
200 over residents in Solok Van
Praagh when it is completed.

The Department of Irrigation
and Drainage (JPS Penang) will
also be involved in the upgrad-
ing of Sungai Jelutong.



First coding
contest for

Penang schools

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Alissala Thian

HE Penang government will

continue to prepare young
minds for the future by supporting
coding classes through Penang Sci-
ence Cluster (PSC) for all 250,000
primary and secondary students in
the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said PSC would be able to reach out
to 100,000 students this year after
having started the “Coding for All”
initiative last year.

“In the face of rapid technologi-
cal changes, we need to prepare all
the students to face the challenges
and it is our responsibility to do so
as the government,” Chow said in
his speech before presenting prizes
to the winners of the inaugural
Penang State Coding Competition
for Primary and Secondary Schools
at Wisma Yeap Chor Ee on Aug 29.

“I'announced Penang2030 vision
last year and this is the vision not
for myself but all for all the people
in Penang. Hopefully, when you
complete your tertiary education
and enter the job market as young
men and women, you will one day
be very successful and to help Pen-
ang to progress.”
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When the state government
launched the “Coding for All” ini-
tiative last year, it committed to
spend a total of RM6 million over
the next three years (RM2 million
per year) through PSC to enable the
young develop coding skills. Pen-
ang is the only state in Malaysia
doing this.

Chow said he was proud that
Penang once again was leading in
the country by organising the first
such coding competition for pri-
mary and secondary schools.

He also thanked the schoolteach-
ers and various industry partners for
working together with PSC in the
programme.

“It’s quite an experience for me,
someone who is over 60 years old,
to come and see the children work-
ing on magic in the coding compe-
tition for the schoolchildren.

“In the past, we could only buy
gadgets and play games. But now
you can invent and create the game
yourself.

“Through this team effort, [ hope
that you also learn from your part-
ners. How to encourage each other,
promote team spirit and creativity.

“I hope this competition will
inspire many other students to ex-
plore more about coding. Who
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Two pupils showing a poster that concerns caring for the environment.

Chow humbly listening to Thang Yuen June of SRJK (C) Shih Chung Branch from Sungai Nibong as
she ‘corrected’ him during a computer game which she and Pan Yuan Ting (left) had created for the
Mini Scratch event at the coding competition. With them are Shih Chung schoolteacher Chin Hoi Min

(second from left) and Ooi.

knows one day, you will achieve
success in this ICT field?”

This year, primary school stu-
dents from 50 schools took part in
the Mini Scratch Competition and
seven groups of secondary students
took part in the Python Game Jam
Competition.

Also present at the event were
PSC chief executive officer Ooi
Peng Ee, representatives from the
state Education Department and
some of the participants’ parents and
schoolteachers.

Ooi said it was important for the
students to learn about coding as all
jobs would involve computing.

“Singapore will be introducing

coding to all the schools next year.
But Penang has already started it
last year and we are two years ahead
of them,” he said.

“What we are doing is that we
train the teachers and provide the
schools with the hardware for the
students to learn about coding. Our
goal is to give all students the
chance to code.”

Ooi said they could reach
100,000 students this year through
the coding programme although
they targeted 80,000. When they
began it last year, he said they had
taught 60,000 students.

The programme is for students
from Year Four till Form Five now,

but Ooi said they were ready to start
from Year 3 if the curriculum is set
by the Education Ministry.

He said PSC also has four vans,
equipped with 40 laptops each, to
go to schools and conduct the cod-
ing programme, known as ‘Code on
Wheels’, daily.

In the Mini Scratch Competition,
SJK (C) Sin Ya emerged the winner,
followed by SJK (C) Shih Chung
Branch and SJK (C) Union, while
in the Python Game Jam Competi-
tion, the winners were EZFORQZE
(Best code quality), Schwarzchild
(Most Interesting Concept), Arus
(Best design) and ChanSis (Best
Overall Game).
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Last drive

for funicular

train

conductor

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

T was a historic moment for N.

Chandrasekaran, 64, who
clocked out for the last time at the
Penang Hill base station on Aug
22,

Chandrasekaran, or more fond-
ly known as MGR, the Penang Hill
funicular train conductor retired
last month after serving for 43
years.

MGR was the legendary Indian
film actor cum politician M. G.
Ramachandran who is Chan-
drasekaran’s idol.

In 1976, Chandrasekaran joined
the Keretapi Bukit Bendera (now
Penang Hill Corporation) and
worked in various positions before
becoming the train conductor in
1984.

His grandfather served the

Keretapi Bukit Bendera (KBB) for
33 years followed by his father
who served for 35 years before
passing the legacy to Chan-
drasekaran.

Chandrasekaran, the third gen-
eration in the family who had
contributed to the well-being of
Penang Hill, was given a memo-
rable send off by his colleagues.

Penang Hill Corporation (PHC)
general manager Datuk Cheok Lay
Leng and some of the staff joined
Chandrasekaran’s final two trips
(up the hill and down) as a surprise
visit in honour of his retirement
day.

“I started working with KBB in
1976 as a sweeper, then was ap-
pointed as a porter in 1982 before
joining my father as the train
conductor in 1984,” said Chan-
drasekaran when he was ap-
proached by the Buletin Mutiara

BER 16— 30. 2019
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Chandrasekaran and Cheok at the upper station after the former’s final trip up.

team.

He said he had also seen the
funicular train undergoing trans-
formation from wooden to fibre-
glass coaches.

“During the earlier days, we
had to stop the train manually and
needed to open and close the pas-
sengers’ door.

“Today the operating of the
funicular train has become a lot
easier, because the control system
is computer operated.

“Not only that, all the coaches
are also equipped with air-condi-
tioning,” he added.

Apart from that, he also shared
some of the memories and inci-
dents that he encountered through-
out his service.

Chandrasekaran, who makes
about 100 trips per day, recounted
the November 2017 storm which
hit Penang.

“I saw many fallen trees and
damaged plants during my train
trip, the incident has impacted me
deeply,” he said.

The bubbly and cheerful train
conductor has received recogni-
tion for his excellence service,
namely “Excellent Service Awards

(2003 and 2009)”, “Pingat Bakti
Setia (2012)” and “Pingat Jasa
Kebaktian” (2018).

Cheok described Chan-
drasekaran as someone who is
very dedicated to his job and is a
cheerful person.

“Although he has retired, we
will still give him preferential
treatment and will always wel-
come his visit to Penang Hill,”
Cheok added.

The father-of-two said that after
retiring he wants to spend time
with his family and especially with
his nine-month old grandchild.

Penang Art Society marks 66th year with calligraphy exhibition

3

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow
has praised the Penang Art Society
for encouraging all races and foreign
artists to take part in its “Traditional
to Modern Calligraphy Art Exhibi-
tion” at the Penang State Art Gallery
in Dewan Sri Pinang,

A total of 123 artworks by 116
local and foreign participants were
displayed at the exhibition from Aug
24 to Sept 9 to celebrate the society’s
66th anniversary.

“The Penang Art Society offi-
cially came into being in 1953, even
before the independence of Malaya,
and the society has since then
proven itself to be a great platform
for local and foreign artists to show-
case their creations,” Chow said in
his speech on Aug 24.

“I must commend the current
president Ch’ng Huck Theng and
his committee members for their
efforts in taking this society a step
further to be one that is inclusive of
all races that also welcomes foreign
international participants.

“As a result, today, the Penang

==

Chow (second from left) and Ch’ng (left) giving their thumbs-
up to Noorzawani for her calligraphy artwork (centre display),
‘Hua Wu Yuan’ which means ‘Friendship between Chinese and

Malay’. With them is Gooi.

Art Society is not only the oldest but
is also the largest art society in Ma-
laysia with more than 600 members
and still growing.”

Chow added that the state gov-
ernment supported such an effort

because it was a step in the right
direction to contribute towards the
identity of Penang as a melting pot
of diverse cultures.

“Penang is a renowned tourist
destination, but we must keep on

striving to improve and create new
products for visitors to see and to
explore.

“Besides being conferred the
Unesco World Heritage status, we
can all work together to place Pen-
ang on the world map as a hub for
the arts that displays the creativity
and unity of a multicultural com-
munity.

“With this identity, Penang will
attract more tourists and we can
further promote our state as a
model to inspire our very own na-
tion,” Chow said.

Also present at the exhibition
opening ceremony were Ch’ng,
Penang State Art Gallery committee
members Dr Tan Chong Guan and
Rokiah Ismail, Calligraphers’ As-
sociation of Penang president Lok
Peng San, organising chairman
Gooi Chye Soon and Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts Alumni As-
sociation (Malaysia) adviser Cheah
Tien Soong.

Ch’ng thanked the Calligra-
phers’ Association of Penang for

their supporting role in the first col-
laboration between the two bodies.

“Artis not about dividing but art
is about being inclusive.

“Furthermore, artists and cal-
ligraphers should have a big heart
to welcome and share their experi-
ence,” Ch’ng said.

Chow later went around to ad-
mire the artworks of the calligra-
phers, who took the opportunity to
pose for photographs with the chief
minister.

Interestingly, the calligraphy by
Noorzawani Imran, titled “‘Hua Wu
Yuan”, loosely translated as “Friend-
ship between Chinese and Malay”,
caught many people’s attention.

“I chose this piece because I
want to portray myself as a Malay
writing Chinese calligraphy and
prove to all that the bond between
Chinese and Malay in Malaysia is
inseparable,” said Noorzawani, a
24-year-old public relations of-
ficer at the service centre of state
executive councillor Chong Eng
in Bukit Mertajam.
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Hong Kong legend on a mission

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Chan Kok Kuan

ORMER child star Petrina

Fung Bo Bo has been on high
mountains and walked through
deep valleys.

Today, when the 64-year-old
Hong Kong legend looks back at
the turbulent times that drove her
to depression, she is very thankful
for the hardships that she had en-
dured.

A car accident that happened on
June 2 this year in Thailand changed
her perspective on life after her
brush with death. That led her to
accept the role of an ambassador
for D’Home Mental Health Asso-
ciation for three years recently.

“The accident occurred while I
was having my holiday with my
son in Bangkok. We were on the
freeway and we did not realise the
car in front was stationary. We
could not stop our speeding car in
time, so it smashed into the front
vehicle and turned turtle,” Fung
said in an interview at E&O Hotel
in Penang recently.

Also present were D’Home
president Datuk Leslie Lee, his wife
Datin Neoh Guan Eng and Fung’s
friend L.P. Ong.

“I'broke my nose but I didn’t feel
pain. I was conscious and felt
peaceful.

“My son suffered only a minor
scratch. We were really lucky. So,
I feel very thankful and I appreciate
the love of God. I believe God
wants me to stay back and do some-
thing meaningful to help others.

“So, I am now doing this social
work for the Penang people. I am
also very touched because D’Home
accepts patients free of charge when
they need help.

“I can share my life experiences
with others and let them know that
it doesn’t matter if you have depres-
sion because it can be cured if you
look soon enough for medical ad-
vice or medication.”

Fung began her acting career
from the age of three as an extra and
became rather popular from five
and a half years old. Between six
years old and nine, she made 120
movies. She played all sorts of roles
but never been to school then.

In her over 60-year illustrious
career, she is said to have starred in
over 200 movies, including classics
like ‘Legendary La Rose Noire’
(1992), ‘Endless Love’ (1993) and
she also starred in the ATV dramas,
like the classic 1984 classic ‘Em-
press Wu’.
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Fung (seated) together with (from right) Lee, Neoh and Ong posing for a group photograph.

The two movies, ‘Legendary La
Rose Noire” and ‘Endless Love’,
won her the Hong Kong Film
Award as Best Supporting Actress
consecutively in 1992 and 1993.

After having to live her life in a
goldfish bowl at that tender age, she
began to crack due to the pressure
of fame.

“From six years old to nine, [
was very popular because 1 was
cute and lovable. Many producers
and investors knew I was a box
office star and made them a lot of
money.

“In fact, I paid tax when I was
seven years old in Hong Kong. That
is very cute when I think about it.
That was why my father established
a film company called ‘Bo Fung’
after I passed my seventh birthday
because I had to pay tax.

“My father used to be an actor.
But he disfigured his face during a
morning exercise at a park. He lost
his job after that. And that’s how I
went into this business.

“Once [ was over 10 years old,
I was afraid that I would lose my
job because I didn’t look cute any-
more. Then I wouldn’t be able to
support my family.

“I was so worried that I had
many sleepless nights. Then my
stepmother took me to the doctor
and I was given an injection to
sleep.”

Fung then decided to quit her job

at the age of 16, ran away from her
father and flew to England.

Although she made so many
movies as a child, she said her father
did not leave her anything. That’s
why the first year of her studies in
England was sponsored by a fan’s
parents from Malaysia.

Whilst in England, she suffered
another psychological blow when
she learned from her biological
mother that she was not from the
Fung family. She was, in fact, born
in Sandakan.

She could not accept that fact at
that time and cried incessantly. She
was sent to see a doctor, then re-
ferred to a psychiatrist, who then
referred her to a mental hospital for
a short time.

While she was at the mental
hospital, it caught fire. She recalled
it was “quite an experience” run-
ning away from the burning build-
ing.

In later years, her share of fam-
ily problems also caused her to go
into depression again. She is twice
divorced but losing the custody of
her two sons from the first marriage
was a terrific blow to her.

But today, Fung is thankful she
has a good relationship with her
two sons, aged 38 and 36. The el-
der, who studied cinematography,
is now a film assistant director
while her second son is “stable and
working in China”.

At 33, Fung went to Canada to
study family therapy as she wanted
to learn how to express herself.

“I had acted so many roles and
I realised I have no time to be my-
self. I need to learn to express
myself from young. My audience
said that I was so cheeky and
talkative but they were all scripted.
L only have to follow the script and
input of some of my expression.

“The words were not from my
mind. So, when I had a problem,
I did not know how to express it
in my own words. And I usually
kept everything to myself.

“I could not tell others my
problems because I feared they
would be published. And I did not
know how to protect myself.

“I was also trained to be a per-
fectionist. I could not be other-
wise because all the director uncles
would ask me to do the best job and
if I didn’t do the best I could, I
would have to do it all over again.
That would mean wasting time for
others.”

She said fame could be a horrible
thing, citing that it burdened her
when she filed for divorce.

“When I lost custody of my sons,
I'had to face the reporters. It’s very
stressful. I wasn’t living for myself.
I was living for others,” she re-
called.

Now that she is no longer that
famous and hounded by the pa-

parazzi, she is relieved and feels at
peace.

In 2017, Fung came to settle
down in Penang when she got her
Malaysia My Second Home
(MM2H) status.

“I will try to write my memoirs.
I love Penang. It’s very romantic,
peaceful and quiet. You have old
and new architecture and you also
maintain the different cultures,” she
said.

Fung, who always likes to dress
immaculately and wears a match-
ing hat, shared her past experi-
ences in a mental health talk that
was organised by D’Home on Aug
3.

D’Home president Datuk Leslie
Lee expressed that it was amazing
to hear what Fung had gone
through.

“I'would like to thank her as well
as the state government for support-
ing D’Home Mental Health Asso-
ciation in what we, as an NGO, do
to reach out to more people in the
area of mental health.

“Mental health being the ba-
sic fundamental of every per-
son’s well-being is very impor-
tant,” Lee said, adding that he
could not have agreed more with
Fung for choosing Penang in the
MM2H programme because of
the food, friendly people and
pro-active government policies
to make Penang a cleaner, green-
er, safer and healthier state to
live in.

Fung, who is still doing some
acting on and off or giving pub-
lic talks, said she is still taking
medication but slowly reducing
the dosage.

“I am getting better and bet-
ter. I don’t feel depressed now,
especially after the accident. I
live with the feeling of appre-
ciation for everything as soon as
I open my eyes in the morning
and praise God for His blessings
upon my life.

“You know, an eagle will fly
higher when there is a storm or
strong wind. So, when there is a
problem in your life, you have to
face it. That will make you even
stronger, just like the eagle.

“For me, the best medicine for
depression is care and understand-
ing. We need kind-hearted family
members, loved ones and friends
to give their support. Care and
understanding mean love to me. If
you don’t understand me, how can
you love me? When you have love,
you have the patience to help some-
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50 young stars g ~s

honoured

UNG influential captains

and promising leaders in Pen-

ang were honoured during the EZ

Malaysia Special Edition—Faces of

Penang at the Imperial Court Res-
taurant at The TOP Penang.

The event, organised by
CHTNetwork in collaboration with
EZ Malaysia for the first time, saw
50 influential Penangites below the
age of 50 from various industries
being recognised for their contribu-
tions.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who officially launched the event,
described it as the most appropriate
avenue not only to showcase the

beauty of Penang to the world but
also to introduce the influential
captains and upcoming leaders in
the various industries in Penang.

“I am confident that this project
will be successful in reaching mil-
lions of readers through the print,
digital and social media platforms
of CHTNetwork.

“I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to say a big thank you to those
who are helping the Penang govern-
ment in shaping the future of this
beautiful state,” Chow said in his
speech on Aug 20.

Although he came from Kuala
Lumpur, Chow said he has called

Chow (fifth from left) and Ch’ng (sixth from left) posing with some of the award recipients at the EZ
Special Edition - Faces of Penang ceremony at The TOP Penang.

Penang his home for almost four
decades.

Last August, he unveiled Pen-
ang2030 vision with a desire of
turning the state into a family-fo-
cused green and smart state that
inspires the nation.

It was a vision he wanted to share
and achieve with stakeholders and
all Penangites to work together to-

SAY NO 10

wards a common aim in shaping the
future of their beloved Penang 10
years from now.

“As the chief minister, I want to
realise this vision in turning Penang
into a high-income, inclusive, low-
carbon and resilient state.

“Penang, I believe, can be a green
and smart state that is driven by in-
novation, integrity and good gov-
ernance along with the 4Ps (public,
private, people, professional) part-
nership for sustainable development
in many years to come.”

With both the state and federal
governments being on the same
page now, Chow said the focal point
which would cement their common
view should be none other than the
efficient delivery of state and fed-
eral policies.

He believes Penang would con-
tinue to lead through their green
initiatives and manufacturing sector
and continue to attract foreign direct
investments (FDI) into the country
in general and into Penang, in par-
ticular.

“It is imperative that all Penan-
gites understand the need for work-
ing together with the state govern-
ment and the country towards
achieving this vision. It is when we
stand together as one, in a consulta-
tive manner, that we can achieve
great things and overcome the chal-
lenges, no matter how demanding
they are,” Chow added.

CHTNetwork president Ch’ng

Huck Theng said branding these
important Penangites together inter-
nationally was to bridge and connect
them to the world to further strength-
en the economy and business op-
portunities for both local and abroad.

“It is important to work with the
Chief Minister and the Penang
government to show that Penang is
the best place on earth to visit, to
invest and to stay,” Ch’ng said.

“That’s why it is important to
show the world that we have very
bright and capable captains and
future leaders that will hold the fort.”

Eglow Sdn Bhd managing direc-
tor Syed Aidid, son of Datuk Syed
Mohamad Aidid Syed Murtaza, said
he was glad to be among the recipi-
ents chosen by the organisers.

“I am really honoured to receive
such a prestigious award from
CHTNetwork, which has not only
a huge network in Penang but also
in the region. Definitely, it will give
alot of exposure to me and my busi-
ness in Malaysia and abroad,” said
Syed Aidid.

“I'hope this sort of recognition to
all the players in the industry will
inspire others to follow suit and
achieve success. This is something
for Penang to be proud of.”

Among those at the function
were state executive councillor for
Tourism Development, Arts, Cul-
ture and Heritage Yeoh Soon Hin,
Ministry of Tourism, Art and Cul-
ture (MOTAC) Penang director
Jonathan Freddy Bagang, Penang
Port Commission chairman Jeffrey
Chew and Malaysian Hotels As-
sociation (Penang Chapter) chair-
man Khoo Boo Lim.

Also present were Penang Con-
. vention and Exhibition Bureau
chief executive officer Ashwin
Gunasekeran, Penang Tourist
Guides Association chairper-

son Chin Poh Chin, Ideal
\-.’ Property Group executive
= chairman Tan Sri Alex Ooi
and executive director
Puan Sri Joanne Phor.

The EZ Malaysia Special Edition
- Faces of Penang features the
photo of Chow on its cover.



Students enjoying the
MakerLabs environment
following its launch.

Nurturing young
talents in STEM

Story by Edmund Lee

WO schools - SMK Bera-

pit and SMK Jalan Damai
- have become the first second-
ary schools on the mainland to
set up MakerLabs, thanks to the
collaboration between Plexus
Manufacturing Sdn Bhd and
Penang Science Cluster (PSC).

The MakerLabs were suc-
cessfully set up this month, in
line with the state’s commit-
ment towards enhancing Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM).

Plexus APAC president Da-
tuk Lim Yong Jin was delighted
with the success.

He said Plexus, being a
technology-driven company,
wanted to encourage and culti-
vate interest in technology and
engineering among the stu-
dents.

“The MakerLabs will en-
hance the students’ interest in
science and serve as a platform
for them to showcase their
creativity,” he said in his speech
during the official opening
ceremony of the MakerLabs in
SMK Jalan Damai in Bukit
Mertajam on Aug 26.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who was present to wit-
ness the remarkable event, ex-
pressed his gratitude to Plexus
for its corporate social respon-
sibility (CSR) efforts.

He said PSC was instrumen-
tal in enhancing STEM, inno-
vation and entrepreneurship.

“We are privileged to wit-
ness the launch of the Maker-
Labs. The labs allow students
to learn important technical
skills such as coding, embed-
ded system, 3D design and 3D
printing.

“Creating a strong talent

pool for the future has always
been one of the state’s impor-
tant agendas,” he said.

Chow said the new labs were
the seventh and eighth labs for
secondary schools in the state.

“We hope that more compa-
nies will come forward and
contribute to the setting up of
MakerLabs in schools,” he
said.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P.
Ramasamy, Berapit assembly-
man Heng Lee Lee, SMK Jalan
Damai principal Lee Cheah

Kuen, SMK Berapit principal
Lim Geaik Hong, PSC director
Datuk Yoon Chon Leong, and
PSC chief executive officer Ooi
Peng Ee.

In a press conference later,
Chow said the state had allo-
cated RM3 million to assist 170
national primary and secondary
schools in Penang.

“The financial aid is to help
ease the burden of the schools
which had to seek funds to
carry out repairs and to provide
better facilities for the stu-
dents,” he added.

Proposal for Jalan Gurdwara
signage to have Gurmukhi letters

PENANG cxcecutive
councillor Jagdeep Singh
Deo has proposed that
Gurmukhi characters (of-
ficial script for the Pun-
jabi language) be included
on the Jalan Gurdwara
road signage.

He said the road would
be the most suitable place
in Penang to have a sig-
nage in Gurmukhi charac-
ters as the oldest Sikh

gurdwara in the state is Jagdeep (left) showing the ‘Jalan Gurdwara’

located there.

brace diversity and when

we took over the government in
2008, we made a decision to iden-
tify certain road names in Penang
to be not only written in Bahasa
Malaysia but also in other lan-
guages,” Jagdeep, who is the state
Local Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Committee
chairman, said in a press conference
on Aug 27.

“To date, some 40 roads in Pen-
ang, which had been identified,
have multilingual signages. They
comprise 57 road signages in Chi-
nese, 12 in Tamil and 21 in Jawi
characters.

“I hope the state government will
support and approve my request on

written in Gurmukhi letters while Mahinder
“In Penang, we em- looks on.

behalf of the Sikh community in
Penang. If this happens, then Pen-
ang will have its first road name
written in Gurmukhi characters.”

Wadda Gurdwara Sahib Conser-
vation and Restoration Committee
chairman Datuk Mahinder Singh
Dulku commended Jagdeep for his
proposal and said it was very sig-
nificant to the Sikh community.

“I hope the Penang mayor (Da-
tuk Yew Tung Seang) will give his
full support to the appeal by YB
Jagdeep.

“It is apt that the ‘Jalan Gurd-
wara’ is written in Gurmukhi so as
to identify the contribution of the
Sikhs in the country.
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Story by Penang Green
Council

OTHING beats spending

a glorious Saturday morn-
ing up at Penang’s highest view-
ing point — Penang Hill. With
just a short ride up the funicular
railway - the world’s steepest
tunnel track and longest track in
Asia, a whole new nature class-
room awaits.

On Aug 17, Penang Green
Council gave 40 Year Three
students from SK Batu Maung a
treat up to the famous hill for a

day of nature exploration with
The Habitat under its Sunshine
Project.

Opened in 2018, The Habi-
tat’s Nature Trail & Gardens
spans 1.6km that meanders be-
low three of the hill’s oldest
historic bungalows and through
the entire stretch of The Habitat
theme park.

From these trails, lookout
points of the rolling hills and the
Andaman Sea can be sighted.

Here, nature is displayed at its
best and completely undis-
turbed.

The students were
allowed to roam

around, activating ‘-_

their five senses which is

part of The Habitat Rainforest
Explorer Programme: Life in the
Tropical Rainforest.

Tailored and guided by expe-
rienced on-site rangers, the stu-
dents observed and compared
the differences between the liv-
ing, dead and never been alive.

They were also taught the
basic structures of a plant.

Along the way, the rangers
also pointed out a variety of in-
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Students gett

dige-
nous plants and animals of the
hill. Some of them are only seen
during the day whilst some at
night.

Besides that, we also talked
about the life cycle and the
world of bees, the importance of
bees in our ecosystem and how
bees help to maintain mankind
as they are the world’s most
important pollinator of food
Crops.

If you are in for a more ad-
venturous experience, The Hab-
itat’s Curtis Crest Tree Top Walk
is one main attraction among
locals and foreign tourists.

The excited students were
whisked up to this 13m viewing
platform that gave them a mes-
merising 360-degree view of
Penang.

This attraction sits on the first
English tennis court in Malaya
and was previously a military
parade ground of the East India
Company.

The students were in awe of

ng a c
- upclose with natgre. hance to be

the view offered and it
was the first time for
many of them to see Pen-
ang from such a perspec-
tive.

Penang Green Coun-
cil’s Sunshine Program is
specially designed for un-
derprivileged kids aged
between nine and 12 years
old students in Penang.

This project was held to
educate, discuss, and ex-
pose how our daily life can
affect the environment. We
opted for an outdoor educa-
tion concept to help build
bridges for social, cultural and
nature connection and at the
same time carving unforgettable
memories for them.

These exciting and adventur-
ous activities help to develop the
participant’s ability at individu-
al and personal level. We hope
to also advocate them to take on
greater challenges socially and
academically.

This outdoor adventure is
made possible by sponsors Pen-
ang Hill Corporation and The
Habitat. Their commitment in
nurturing the young and expos-
ing nature to young kids at
young ages plays a pivotal role
in advocating environmental
education, preservation and con-
servation of our natural habitat.

Tickets to both Penang Hill
and The Habitat are available on
their respective websites!

If you are also interested to
volunteer with us on this won-
derful journey, head on to www.
pgc.com.my/green-helpers.php
to register!
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Building pathways to be a green state

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

HE Penang Green Agenda

(PGA) blueprint is scheduled
to be completed by the end of this
year and to be launched by the first
quarter of 2020.

Penang Green Council (PGC)
general manager Josephine Tan
said the council was moving to-
wards the third and final stage of
completing the blueprint.

“We are currently at Stage Two
which is developing the road maps
and setting up working groups.

“Seven working groups have
been set up so far. We are in the
process of setting up the last three.

“The final three working groups
are Governance and Institution,
Water and Sanitation, and Biodi-
versity and Natural Ecosystem,”
she said when met at the IMT-GT
Sustainable Urban Development
Framework Seminar on Aug 24.

The Indonesia-Malaysia-Thai-
land Growth Triangle IMT-GT) is
a sub-regional cooperation initia-
tive formed in 1993 by the govern-
ments of Indonesia, Malaysia and
Thailand to accelerate economic
and social transformation in less
developed states and provinces.

According to the PGC website,
PGC together with the State Eco-
nomic Planning Unit and Penang

The delegates taking part in the IMT-GT Sustainable Urban
Development Framework seminar.

Institute mooted the PGA in re-
sponse to the issues pertaining to
global climate change and the
evolving paradigm of sustainable
development.

The PGA will help to formulate
strategies which help to meet future
environmental challenges in Pen-
ang while incorporating the United
Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (UNSDGs).

PGA project manager Ng Shin
Wei said the PGA would also help
to adapt and build a resilient com-
munity in Penang by 2030.

“There are about 20 members in
each working group and they com-
prise representatives from the state
government, local governments,

non-governmental organisations,
academia, businesses and others,”
Ng said, adding the First Stage had
started in 2017, where feedback
from the public was gathered.

“We asked the public about their
concerns and based on the outcome
of the feedback, we moved towards
Stage Two where we focused on 10
key areas,” she said.

The other seven working groups
are Land Use and Planning, Disas-
ter Risk Reduction and Manage-
ment, Green Economy, Agriculture,
Marine and Coastal Management,
Green Building and Township, and
Mobility and Connectivity.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the PGA blueprint was impor-

tant for Penang to move forward.

“This is the best platform for you
to share what you have been do-
ing,” Chow told the Penang Green
Council during his opening speech
at the seminar.

Chow said this year’s IMT-GT
marked an important milestone for
Penang’s growth and pathways to
become a green state.

“What does it take to be called a
green city?

“It takes more than just eco-
nomic growth. It takes an area that
is resilient and inclusive, able to
manage its natural resources well,
and promotes low carbon growth to
remain competitive but at the same
time ensuring the livelihood of its
citizens.

“The Sustainable Urban Devel-
opment Framework (SUDF) is the
scale-up expansion of the Green
Cities Initiatives in IMT-GT.

“One of the initiatives — the
Green City Action Plan (GCAP) —
was firstly implemented in Malacca,
Songkhla, Hatyai, Medan and
Batam.

“We have witnessed how Ma-
lacca has made great strides towards
building a sustainable, green city.

“Malacca’s success is definitely
living proof of meticulous planning
and comprehensive approach.

“With the technical
and financial

The Ship Campus to sail into Batu Kawan

THE Penang government is glad
that PKT Logistics Group, through
its education arm Peninsula College,
will be adding value in knowledge
and talent development by setting
up The Ship Campus in Batu
Kawan.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the government is aware of how
vital education is for the social and
economic development of the na-
tion.

“To me, having a campus here
and producing talents are something
very important, as students hold the
key to our nation’s future,” said

Chow in his speech at the structural
topping-oft ceremony of the The
Ship Campus in Batu Kawan on Aug
30.

“I have been informed that this
campus will be accommodating
some 5,000 students through its col-
laboration with University of Plym-
outh (UK).

“The support for the development
of their (students) mental, physical
and emotional growth is extremely
important.

“It starts with providing them
with the best resources to excel, es-
pecially in the phase of one’s tertiary

education.

“This is the critical phase which
will shape their direction in life,” he
added.

At the cere- .
mony, the glass /711" [
panel, which
was signed by
the chief minis-
ter, was placed
onto the roof of
the building.
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tered a different dimension where-
by it is no longer confined to
learning within the four corners of
the campus.

“Learning and development can
no longer operate and continue as
usual.

“The increased adoption of In-
dustry 4.0, artificial intelligence,
and robotics means our students
need to prepare themselves for jobs
that may differ from or not even

aid provided by the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB), Malacca being
the first city where GCAP was
implemented has flourished into a
sustainable green urban city.

“I hope that Penang will be the
next city where the ADB will assist
with technical support and financial
aid,” Chow said.

Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP), formerly Seberang Perai
Municipal Council, mayor Datuk
Rozali Mohamud said MBSP
aimed at reducing 50% of carbon
emission by 2022, from eight tonnes
of carbon dioxide equivalents to four
tonnes of carbon dioxide equiva-
lents.

“We also hope to be a carbon
neutral city by 2030 and a zero-
carbon city by 2050.

“This event is timely. We hope to
get technical assistance and hope-
fully funding to achieve our goals,”
he said.

Also present were state Welfare,
Caring Society and Environment
Committee chairman Phee Boon
Poh, Penang Island City Council
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang,
Governor of Pattani Kraison Vis-
itvong, Jambi regional secretary H.
Budidaya and the Centre for IMT-
GT director Firdaus Dahlan.

wr e - P
=.- %

Chow ina group plcture in front of the campus’ ship-like architecture
with the dignitaries present at the launch.

exist 10 years ago.

“Therefore, we have to prepare
for the future, and prepare the stu-
dents for the future,” Chow added.

Also present was Group chief
executive officer and managing di-
rector of PKT Logistics Group Sdn
Bhd, Datuk Michael Tio.

Tio, in his speech, said The Ship
Campus would be one of the few
education campuses located in an
industrial park.
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HARGA JUALAN
m168,000-
m220,000

KELUASAN RUMAH :
900 - 1000 kaki persegi

Kini dibuka kepada on;én rani";\i.*

Dua Residensi - Pemaju: Perbadanan Pembangunan Pulau Pinang | Nama Pihak Berkuasa yang Meluluskan Pelan Bangunan: Majlis Bandaraya Pulau Pinang | Nombor Rujukan Pelan Bangunan: MPPP/0SC/PB(6163)/13(LB) | Pajakan Negeri: 99 Tahun
(Tarikh Tamat Pajakan: 18/12/2115) | Tarikh Dijangka Siap: Jun 2019 | Bebanan: Tiada | Jumlah UnitJenis 700kp: 346 unit | Harga Jualan Jenis 700kp: RM72,500 | Jumlah Unit Jenis 850kp: 174 unit | Harga Jualan Jenis 850kp: RM250,000 (Min) - RM275,000 (Maks) |

Jumlah Unit Jenis 1000kp: 174 unit | HargaJualan Jenis 1000kp: RM300,000 (Min) - RM330,000 (Maks)
No. Lesen Pemaju Perumahan: 8924-5/10-2019/03051(L) Tempoh Sah: 24/10/2018 - 23/10/2019 | No. Permit Iklan & Jualan: 8924-5/10-2019/03051(P) Tempoh Sah: 24/10/2018 - 23/10/2019
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HARGA JUALAN
m200,000-
250,000

KELUASAN RUMAH :
850 - 1000 kaki persegi

Jiran Residensi - Pemaju: Perbadanan Pembangunan Pulau Pinang | Nama Pihak Berkuasa yang Meluluskan Pelan Bangunan: Mailis Perbandaran Seberang Perai | Nombor Rujukan Pelan Bangunan: MPSP/40/20-24/38 | Pajakan Negeri: 99 Tahun

(Tarikh Tamat Pajakan: 23/11/2115) | Tarikh Dijangka Siap: Jun 2019 | Bebanan: Tiada | Jumlah Unit Jenis B (700kp): 353 unit | Harga Jualan Jenis B (700kp): RM72,500 | Jumlah Unit Jenis C2 (850kp): 150 unit | Harga Jualan Jenis C2 (850kp): RM200,000 (Min) - RM220,000 (Maks) |

Jumlah Unit Jenis C3 (1000kp): 204 unit | Harga Jualan Jenis C3 (1000kp): RM250,000 (Min) - RM275,000 (Maks)
No. Lesen Pemaju Perumahan: 8924-6/11-2019/0964(L) | Tempoh Sah:18/11/2017 -17/11/2019 | No. Permit Iklan & Jualan: 8924-6/11-2019/0964(P) | Tempoh Sah:18/11/2017 - 17/11/2019

- Sekatan Kepentingan: Tanah yang diberimilik ini tidak boleh dipindah milik, dicagar, pajak, pajakan kecil atau sebarang bentuk urusniaga tanpa kebenaran Pihak Berkuasa Negeri.

- Huraian ciri-ciri di dalam ini adalah cadangan sahaja serta semua ilustrasi dan gambar adalah gambaran artis sahaja dan adalah tertakluk kepada perubahan sebagaimana yang dianggap sesuai oleh pihak pemaju atau sebagaimana yang dinasihatkan oleh pakar-pakar

perunding atau diperlukan oleh pihak berkuasa.

- Sila rujuk kepada Surat Perjanjian Jual Beli bagi unit sebenar untuk mendapatkan spesifikasi dan penerangan yang telah diluluskan oleh pihak berkuasa dan unit sebenar akan dibina dengan sewajarnya.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 9131
F) 04 - 383 9131

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04-262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato' Saifuddin Nasution

M

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.01 PENAGA

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman M
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 -390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

m 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeoc@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim

M

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 - 228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad

jmmohamed002@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysiregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

()

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaqg

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-5767606

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mki mail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

}T; 013-3990519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

m 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women'’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

jawi@dappg.org

YB Goh Choon Aik m 04 -502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah

ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

M

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lorahim

n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

m

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

}T 04 -250 1522
F) 04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong

batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

b
=

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Kalendar Pelancongan

PROGRAM - PROGRAM EMAS

PRI, PRI S LR
VAN, ERAAL

RM1,000

‘vre-off’
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Program-Program Emas Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MPSP 2019
Nama Telefon . . :
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
A'ziss Zainal Abiddin 017 - 938 9192
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0993 2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
Bt Mt el 019 - 412 3397 3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Bilil'< Perkhidmatan Awam, 012 - 488 1553
Pakianathan Utara Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2999 4, P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai 019 -457 2271
Tengah
Heng Yeh Shivuan 016 - 261 2460 . .
5. Vadi Velan A/L Seberang Perai 011 - 1144 1816
Subramaniam Selatan
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113
Kirupanantha Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Johnson a/I 012 - 424 5745
Anifiorsony SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | ||
MBPP 2019 B -
1
]
Kang Yau Chuang 010 - 829 3904 Nama Telefon ] !
: EDITORIAL :
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : 1
Khong Chee Seong 011 - 1522 6628 ) ) : Editors : 1
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Aidi Akhbal Moh d Zai 012 - 464 3004 : Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) :
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Azahari Aris 016 - 499 2580 : ) I
' Writers : 1
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Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013 - 770 1001 : Wong Sook Shyan, Yeoh Yin Ylp (Chinese) !
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1 . ope o .
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Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

HE Penang government has

been giving much emphasis
on championing equal rights for
women and this was proven when
the gender inclusiveness policy
was introduced in the state.

This was conveyed by Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow who
attended the opening ceremony of
the Big Tulip Summit on Aug 20.

“When we introduced the ‘Pen-
ang2030’ last year, we vowed to
create an inclusive and people
centric state.

“In making this a reality, gender
inclusiveness is the main element
to spur economic development and
general well-being,” he said.

The two-day summit, with the
theme “Dare to Dream — Make It
Happen”, was organised by Uni-

14
State govt aspiliel-II _
women leaders

versiti Utara Malaysia’s (UUM)
Othman Yeop Abdullah Graduate
School of Business (OYAGSB)
with the collaboration of Penang
Women’s Development Corpora-
tion (PWDC), and supported by
the Women, Family and Commu-
nity Development Ministry.

“The Penang government has
sworn to transform our society
from the orthodox view on the
roles played by men and women
so that women will have the op-
portunity to reach their potential.

“In supporting the Penang2030
vision, I am glad to say that we
have adopted the gender inclusive-
ness policy, making us the first
state to adopt such a policy in
Malaysia.

“The policy promotes gender
balanced management by a ratio
of 40:20:20 (40 % men, 40 %
women, 20 % men or women) in
leadership positions,” Chow add-
ed.
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Chow in a group picture with the participants of the summit.

Chow added that Penang is the
first state to have a Women and
Family Development Committee
(JPWK) in each constituency to
organise various programmes for
the benefit of women and family
as a whole.

“We have appointed 600 wom-
en leaders to serve the different
communities across the state.

“The state government wishes
to open up more opportunities so
as to develop and grow more

women leaders.

“We are serious in proving the
belief that given the opportunity,
women can be great leaders and
are able to break the stereotypes
imposed on them,” he said.

Chong Eng, the state executive
councillor for Women & Family
Development, Gender Inclusive-
ness & Religions Other Than Is-
lam, in her keynote address, en-
couraged women to seize the op-
portunities given and take up the

challenge of becoming a leader.

“Sometimes it will not be easy
for a woman to become a leader as
she will be bogged with her re-
sponsibilities as a woman.

“This is where men must play
their part by sharing the responsi-
bilities with women to enable them
to propel.

“At the same time, when there
is an opportunity for women to
become leaders, we must take it,”
Chong Eng said.

Runners get
to explore
heritage gems

SOME 3,500 runners en-
joyed a Skm fun run on Aug
25 during the “I Love George-
town Run 2019” event.

The event was organised
by 1st Avenue Mall and Oc-
cupy Beach Street.

The participants, clad in
purple “I Love Georgetown
Run” T-shirts, had a fun time
in the early morning event
despite it being a Sunday.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who was present to

Hanya gunakan bekas
plastik berlabel “selamat
untuk microwave” untuk

pemanasan dalam ketuhar
gelombang mikro
(micrawave).

Bekas plastik
mengandungi makanan
sejuk beku seperti ais krim
dan margerin tidak sesuai
untuk pemanasan dalam
oven [ microwave.

Jangan rebus botol susu

bayi dalam air mendidih e . ¥
15 terlalu lama atau [ e
(K memasukkan air mendidih ia_, y

ke dalam botol,

8]

Permukaan dalam botol
susu bayi yang ada kesan
calar / rosak, botol susu
tersebut perlu diganti.

flag off the run at 7am, told
the runners that the number
of people who took part was
overwhelming.

He said it was a great
achievement and opportunity
for the runners to enjoy the
street views and historical
landmarks in the heritage
enclave.

“We are gathered here to
find enjoyment and excite-
ment in sports,” he said in his
speech before flagging off
the run in front of 1st Avenue

Mall on Jalan Magazine.

The route included Lebuh
Tek Soon, Jalan Dr Lim
Chwee Leong, Lebuh Pantai,
Lebuh Light, Lebuh Farquhar
and Jalan Sultan Ahmad
Shah.

Runners who completed
the Skm fun run were given a
medal, e-certificate and a
door gift each.

There was also a lucky
draw session which included
a 7D/6N dream holiday to
London.

Despite it being a Sunday morning, these runners were among those
taking the opportunity to enjoy the event with family and loved ones.



ORMER students of Convent
Green Lane (CGL) and their
family members certainly showed
their mettle in the friendly CGL
Telematch 2019 organised by the
school’s alumnae.
Some 30 people took part in the
telematch which started at about
4pm on Aug 18. The alumnae was
assisted by the Penang Adventurers’
Club.
Among the games played were
passing the hoop, ping pong pass,
tennis ball relay and tug-of-war.
Alumnae honorary secretary
Ong Beng Guat said this was the
first time the alumnae organised a
telematch. balancing'a cuplon °
“We plan to do it annually from & :,‘;;,;Teﬂ duringla
now. R
“We want to thank the Penang &
Adventurers’ Club for their assis-
tance.
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Team members playing the game of passing the hoop durmg the

telematch.
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Tan receiving the hoop from her
team mate during the telematch.
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“We would also like to thank our
patron Tan Lean Kee for joining us
this evening,” she said after the
telematch at the school field.

Tan, who is the wife of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, was a
former student of CGL.

“The event promotes close bond
between family members and
friends,” Tan told Buletin Mutiara.

The participants also took a nice
group photo at the school to remind
them of the memorable event.
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‘Women are stlll far from safe" ?

ovember 25 is known

as the International Day for
the Elimination of Violence
Against Women or EVAW. One
form of violence, domestic vio-
lence (DV) is defined as a pattern
of violence, abuse and even in-
timidation committed by a per-
son against a family member. It
is a crime targeted to a certain
gender that is deeply rooted in
the societal inequality between
women and men.

According to the UN’s Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNDOC),
new research that was released in
early 2019, six women are being
killed every hour by people whom
they know and study has found
that the “most dangerous place”
for women around the world is at
home. More than half (58%) of
the 87,000 recorded female mur-
der victims last year were killed
by their partners or family mem-
bers (UNODC, 2018). In Malay-
sia, the mobilisation of women’s
rights movement and civil society
has urged Malaysia to adopt the
Domestic Violence Act (DVA) in
1994. Nonetheless, Malaysia
became the first country in the
Asia-Pacific region and the first
Muslim country to criminalise
domestic violence. While the
legislation was in place since, it
still is a slow process in imple-

iy ¥ .

Penang Goes Orange or PGO is one of main state initiatives to raise awareness in stopping violence

against women.

mentation, especially on the
ground.

In 2018, domestic violence
topped the ranks in terms of VAW
with 4,963 reported cases (NST,
2019) and 5,513 in 2017 (WAO).
Since 2010, there has been a
steady increase in reported cases.
In 2011, 3,277 cases reported for
the year and in 2016, 5,796 cases
have been reported that year. It

showed a 77% increase from
2011 to 2016. The statistics for
the numbers of cases reported for
DV is higher than minor road
accident in Malaysia whereby in
2017 there were 2,468 cases and
in 2018 2,242 were reported. It
is no surprise that according to
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) one out of three women
has faced some form of violence

throughout their lifetime.

While there is a law for Malay-
sians to seek redress, the lived real-
ity of the victims is somewhat
disjointed especially in ensuring
the victims’ rights to necessary
protection, support, and legal re-
dress. In some instances, inade-
quate knowledge and inappropriate
personal values regarding DV from
the stakeholders such as police,

doctors, and nurses have hindered
victims from seeking help. Stake-
holders have the urgent need to
raise awareness and build their
capacity to better handle and man-
age DV cases so that they will assist
victims better.

On the other hand, it is difficult
for victims to seek redress if they
are unaware of their rights and are
very much affected by the societal
stigma and victim-blaming when
it comes to DV cases. Often than
not, the victims were blamed for
the violence for the inability to
provide for the needs of their
spouse or family member. Many in
society have a deep-rooted percep-
tion that DV is a marital issue that
should be resolved between spous-
es or family member instead of
viewing it as a crime. Some even
use religion and culture to justify
the act.

The Malaysian government has
set up a hotline Talian Kasih 1599
as a platform for Malaysian to seek
help if they face any form of vio-
lence within the family or com-
munity. While help is just a call
away, awareness-raising and com-
munity mobilisation still play an
important role in changing this
deep-rooted worldview of this
patriarchal society. As the saying
goes, prevention is better than
cure.

PWDC successtully trained 20 facilitators

PENANG Women’s Develop-
ment Corporation (PWDC) success-
fully trained 20 facilitators from
various backgrounds to create a
talent pool of facilitators for the
community.

At the moment, Penang is lead-
ing the nation in promoting gender
inclusiveness with the launch of the
Gender Inclusiveness Policy and the
establishment of Women and Fam-
ily Development Committee
(JPWK). Looking to take a step
further in multiplying the effort to
empower women in the community,
PWDC has conducted a two-day
workshop to train more facilitators
from diverse professions to expand
the pool of facilitators for the leader-
ship programme.

The selected PWDC facilitators
will in turn train the women com-
mittee members from Village Com-
munity Management Council
(MPKK) in the state. The effort will
take a snowball effect when the
MPKK representatives apply the
training modules and train the com-

The group photo taken with PWDC staff and facilitators.

munity members in their respective
constituencies. This top-down ap-
proach ensures women leaders will
benefit from this initiative and have
a better chance to improve their
leadership competencies.

The training modules include
identifying gender stereotype, facts

and figures about women represen-
tation in the politics, public speak-
ing, and team-building exercise.
Participants will be able to discover
both conscious and unconscious
stereotyping on women by identify-
ing the difference between sex and
gender. While sex is the biological

feature of a person such as an ovary
in women and Adam’s apple in men,
gender is the social construct de-
fined by the society which includes
roles men and women play, the ac-
tivities they conduct and behaviour
they show. For example, women are
supposed to be home makers and

men are supposed to be leaders. As
men dominate most decision-mak-
ing levels in various constitutions,
the social contract imposed on
women is often unfair and damag-
ing. Thus, the first training module
is crucial to have the participants
realize and acknowledge the issue
before everyone can agree there is
aneed to formulate a solution.

The training then introduces the
current state of women representa-
tion in politics in Malaysia. This step
ensures every participant has an
understanding on state of matters
and steers towards acknowledging
what ground has been covered and
what levels remain to be improved
in the political sphere. The subse-
quent public speaking and team-
building training modules then
provide the skills for the participants
to conduct their sessions effectively.

On completion of training, se-
lected participants will be placed in
the various leadership development
workshops for MPKK to be held in
September and October, 2019.
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Congress to address

landscape architecture-
based concerns

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Law Suun Ting

VER a thousand regional

delegates from some 50
countries are expected to take part
in the 57th International Federa-
tion of Landscape Architects
(IFLA) World Congress in Pen-
ang next year.

The congress is set to be a
platform for the delegates to share
issues, ideas and inspiration per-
taining to the profession of land-
scape architecture.

The Institute of Landscape
Architects Malaysia (ILAM)
president Assoc Prof Dr Suhardi
Maulan said IFLA was founded
to ensure that landscape architects
move coherently and cohesively
with the requirements of society.

“We are concerned about the
wellbeing of the people, environ-

ment and the economy.

“The world congress will fea-
ture 10 exciting events including
the IFLA World Landscape Archi-
tects Summit 2020. The theme of
the summit is ‘Future Tense’.

“The summit will play a lead-
ing role in forecasting future
concerns and pursuing landscape
architecture-based solutions.

“Four sub-themes, namely
‘Finite Resources’, ‘Homogenous
Culture & Diverse Population’,
‘Transient Living’ and ‘Natural
Disaster: Expect the Unexpected’,
have been chosen as the base for
discussion.

“We expect issues related to the
sub-themes to be explored and
discussed. We hope the delegates
can provide solutions and ideas to
achieve a more livable and sus-
tainable future, in line with the
Penang2030 vision,” he told a

press conference in Komtar on
Aug 19.

The IFLA World Landscape
Architects Summit 2020 is sched-
uled to be held from Aug 13 to 15
next year at several areas in
George Town.

The pre-congress events are
scheduled to begin from Aug 10
next year (2020).

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said the state was happy to host
the congress.

“We believe that Penang is the
best place to be a backdrop for the
event because the state is embed-
ded with beauty and pleasure in the
form of historical city, traditional
villages, parks, gardens, agricul-
ture lands and natural landscapes.
We also have many cultural groups
that live, work and play in Penang.

Yeoh (third from left) looking at the Landscape Architecture Malaysia

Yearbook 2018 after the press conference. With him are Rotina (left),
Dr Suhardi (second from left), Hayter (fourth from left), Ashwin (right)

and other VIPs.

“The question is how Penang can
grow further economically without
jeopardising its fragile ecosystem
and unique cultural heritage.

“We believe that landscape
architects who are concern about
the sustainability of built and
natural environment will have a
lot to offer to the state on how to
solve these delicate issues during
the summit,” Yeoh said.

The congress is jointly organ-
ised by ILAM and IFLA, and
co-organised by the National
Landscape Department of the
Federal Territories Ministry.

Also present at the press confer-
ence were IFLA president James
Hayter, National Landscape De-
partment director-general Rotina
Mohd Daik, Penang Island City
Council secretary Datuk Addnan
Mohd Razali, Seberang Perai City
Council (formerly Seberang Perai
Municipal Council) landscape ar-
chitect Shaghrony Md Yusoff,
Malaysia Convention and Exhibi-
tion Bureau (MYCEB) business
events director Tan Mei Phing and
Penang Convention and Exhibition
Bureau (PCEB) chief executive
officer Ashwin Gunasekeran.
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Pix by Alvie Cheng

HE recently concluded JCI

Elite Asia Youth Exchange
Programme (AYEP) in Penang has
provided a golden opportunity for
youths of Asia to learn about dif-
ferent cultures and also to com-
municate with one another.

Bukit Bendera MP Wong Hon
Wai, who attended the AYEP clos-
ing ceremony at the Chung Ling
Private High School on July 29,
said it was a good platform for the
youths to mix with one another.

“This is a very important pro-
gramme organised by JCI Elite,
which has always been in the
forefront whether it’s internation-
ally or locally,” Wong said in his
speech.

“Together with others, they have
made it a successful event. They
have also carried out a lot of char-
ity work. Two years ago, JCI Elite
and other JCIs were among the first
to help thousands of victims during
the floods in Penang. It is this
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Cheah presenting the trophy to a Hong Kong participant whose team won third placing in the AYEP Got
Talent competition. With them are (from left) Ng, P’ng, Wong and (from right) Chee and Tan.

MP lauds youth

exchange programme

spirit of volunteerism that we
want to nurture.”

JCI Elite president Brenda
Chee said 109 students from
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Vietnam,
Cambodia, Japan, Thailand and
Malaysia took part in the pro-
gramme from July 24 to July 30.

Of the 109 students, 71 were
from foreign countries.

Organising chairman Robin
Cheah said the students also
learned to work together besides
having the chance to experience
the cultural exchange and friend-
ship.

This was the sixth year that the
Asia Youth Exchange Programme
was organised by JCI Elite.

Lau Han Ning, a Form One
student of Chung Ling Private
High School who represented the
Malaysian team, said she would
cherish the activity forever.

“I wish to thank JCI for giving
us this wonderful experience. It
is heart-breaking to say goodbye
(to all the participants).

“We enjoyed experiencing the
different cultures, different deli-
cious foods and snacks. To cap it
all, we had a party and we danced

with complete harmony.

“As I am the only child in the
family, I really treasure this big
family. It’s so harmonious and I
shall remember this unique expe-
rience forever,” said Han Ning.

Also present were Chung Ling
Private High School principal Ng
Jooi Seah, Chung Ling High
School board of directors’ secre-
tary P’ng Lai Heng and Chung
Ling Private High School veteran
teacher Datuk Tan Chiang Kiong.

There were also various ac-
tivities, including the AYEP Got
Talent and Penang Green Council

‘We are Green Heroes’ competi-
tions.

In the AYEP Got Talent indi-
vidual competition, Taylor Man
of Hong Kong was adjudged the
winner while Nguyen Ngoc
Minh of Vietnam and Emily of
Taiwan took second and third
place respectively.

For the team competiton, Vi-
etnam took first place, followed
by Cambodia and Hong Kong.

In the Penang Green Council
‘We are Green Heroes’ competi-
tion, Khoo Jing Shan of Malaysia
emerged as the winner.

Penang expects to draw more tourists next year

PENANG, as one of the key states to promote
tourism in the country, is set to attract an influx
of tourists in view of the Visit Malaysia 2020
(VM2020) campaign next year.

The campaign, being held throughout the
country, is expected to attract bigger numbers of
visitors and thus make the country a top choice
of destination.

State Tourism Development, Arts, Culture and
Heritage Committee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said Penang, widely known as a food, culture and
heritage paradise, would entice many tourists.

“Penang has arole to play in helping the nation
to meet its target of 30 million tourist arrivals.

“Penang is also well known as one of the
important states in promoting the tourism indus-
try,” he added.

Yeoh was speaking after attending an official
dinner of the 12th Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand
Growth Triangle (IMT-GT) Working Group
Meeting on Tourism at The Top, Komtar on Aug
2.

In this event, he said it was an honour for the
state to host such an important function and
introducing the “Pearl of the Orient” to the
people.

A cultural performance during the event at The Top, Komtar.

“We are happy that Penang is chosen as the
venue for the event this year as we can share the
sights of the state with the guests,” he said.

Yeoh also expressed gratitude to the Tourism,
Arts and Culture Ministry for choosing the state
as the venue of this meeting,

The Ministry’s deputy secretary-general Datuk

Haslina Abdul Hamid, meanwhile, praised Pen-
ang for its warm welcome given to the guests.
She concurred with Yeoh, saying VM2020
would be a special year for the country.
“Penang surely has a bigger role to play as it
is known for its famous food and heritage among
international tourists,” she added.
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PSDC marks
three decades
of excellence

THE Penang Skills Develop-
ment Centre (PSDC) recently
celebrated the 30th anniversary
of its successful run as one of
the leading human resource
institutions in Malaysia.
“PSDC is the first skills de-
velopment centre in Malaysia
and [ am proud that it has main-
tained its position as the premier
talent development institution
in Penang and Malaysia since
its establishment 30 years ago,”
said Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who attended PSDC’s
30th anniversary dinner on Aug

AR
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“I believe we can agree that
PSDC'’s core strength and spe-
cialty is its industry network.

“PSDC is among the few if
not probably the only institution
which is able to bring together
the heads of large local and
leading international companies
to provide leadership and stra-
tegic direction in terms of hu-
man resources development
initiatives and programmes in
Penang as well as Malaysia,” he
added.

In conjunction with its three
decades of excellence in pro-
ducing skilful workforce, a
book launch was also held at the
dinner.

The book titled “Future-
proofing Malaysia” contains the
history of PSDC, its progress to
what it is now and also on the
important people who played a
significant role in developing it.

Chow said PSDC on many oc-
casions had introduced new initia-
tives and programmes as a result
of the brainstorming sessions and
engagements between the state
government and industry.

“We hope that PSDC will
play a key role in helping the
state government to achieve the
Penang2030 vision by helping
to prepare the local manufactur-
ing industries for the digital age
and green economy,” Chow
said.

Also present were former
Chief Minister of Penang Tan
Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, PSDC
Management Council chairman
Andre Holzhausen, Penang
Development Corporation gen-
eral manager Datuk Mohd
Bazid Abd Kahar, PSDC chief
executive officer Muhamed Ali
Hajah Mydin and former chief
executive officer of PSDC Da-
tuk Boonler Somchit.
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Malaysia, Indonesia
toast to stronger s

bilateral ties

VERY warm and cordial

relationship between Ma-
laysia and Indonesia was evi-
dent at the 74th anniversary of
the Independence Day recep-
tion dinner hosted by the Con-
sulate General of the Republic
of Indonesia on Aug 20.

Consul-general of Indonesia
in Penang Iwanshah Wibisono
hosted Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, who was accompa-
nied by his wife Tan Lean Kee,
and approximately 350 guests
at the event.

Among the distinguished
guests were state executive
councillors Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain and Zairil Khir Johari,
consul-general of Japan in
Penang Shinichiro Kanoya and
consul-general of Thailand in
Penang Raschada Jiwalai.

Indonesia gained its inde-

pendence from the Netherlands
on Aug 17, 1945.

In a ceremonial toast, Chow
invited the guests present to
join him in wishing President
Joko Widodo of Indonesia
good health and well-being and
also the success and prosperity
of the government and Indone-
sian people.

As a reciprocal gesture,
Wibisono also invited the
guests to join him in making a
toast to the good health and
well-being of the Yang diPer-
tuan Agong Al-Sultan Abdul-
lah Ri’ayatuddin Al-Mustafa
Billah Shah and also the suc-
cess and prosperity of the
government and people of
Malaysia.

“This event is to mark the Indo-
nesian 74th Independence Day and
also the 62 years of diplomatic

Chow (second from left) and Wibisono having a light-hearted conversation at the celebration. With them
are their respective spouses, Tan Lean Kee and Farina Soemarno Wibisono (right).

relations between Indonesia and
Malaysia,” he said.

“This spirit of friendship
will be further enhanced,” he
added.

At the start of the reception,
the Consulate General of Indo-
nesia presented a traditional

dance from West Sumatra
called “Tari Piring”.

The three dancers skilfully
balanced and moved the ce-
ramic plates swiftly without
dropping or breaking the
plates.

Indonesian specialities such

as satay, nasi goreng, pempek,
sosis solo and lupis were
served. Also available was the
Indonesian original coffee of
Mandailing from Si Tigun.

The guests were also sere-
naded by an Indonesian band,
the Split Fire Band.
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leaders

praise

HE participation of Chief

Minister Chow Kon Yeow
in a dialogue session with par-
ticipants of the “Unconscious
Bias & Women Representation
in State Leadership Workshop”
recently has left a strong and
positive impression on them.

Women’s issues obviously
dominated the over one-hour
dialogue in which Chow was
posed several questions in the
Q&A session on Aug 17.

The session, which was mo-
derated by Penang Women’s
Development Corporation
(PWDC) chief executive officer
Ong Bee Leng, was attended by
48 participants, including two
men.

Universiti Utara Malaysia
senior lecturer Dr Ummu Atiyah
Ahmad Zakuan said she was
very surprised that a person of
the chief minister’s stature
would join in the women’s pro-
gramme.

“Many leaders would have
refused to come to an event if
there are fewer than 100 in the
audience, but yet a top gun like
him was willing to spend his
time with us,” Dr Ummu Atiyah
said.

“His presence shows the Pe-
nang government’s commit-
ment to empowering women.
His presence speaks volumes.

“And I see he has full faith
and trust in YB Chong Eng (the
state executive councillor for
Women & Family Develop-
ment, Gender Inclusiveness and
Religions Other Than Islam)
and her division to spearhead
changes to achieve more gender
equality in the state.

“We see Penang as an exam-
ple in championing this issue.
And we hope other states can
emulate Penang’s efforts,” she
added.

Another participant, Rose
Kuan, a corporate director of
Shan Poornam Sdn Bhd, shared
Dr Ummu Atiyah’s views.

“The chief minister is very
supportive of the event and
honest with his answers. I'm
glad to be here and learn so
much from so many leaders,”

CM

she said.

Also present were Chong
Eng and Sungai Pinang assem-
blyman Lim Siew Khim, with
Roslina Chai, Datuk Dr Floren-
ce Sinniah and Tong Bee Yoke
as the speakers.

Asked by Ong why he stron-
gly supports the Gender Inclu-
siveness Policy, making Penang
the first state in Malaysia to do
so, Chow said promoting a gen-
der-balanced management by
achieving the ratio of 40:40:20
or 40% women, 40% men and
20% open for both men or wo-
men, especially in leadership
positions, is an enhancement to
the 30% quota that the state had
aimed for.

He said when he launched the
Penang2030 vision last year, the
emphasis was on creating a fa-
mily-focused, green and smart
state that inspires the nation.

Chong Eng and the PWDC,
Chow added, were given the
mandate to actualise the fami-
ly-focused matters.

He said perhaps the seed of
gender equality was sown in
him when he carpooled with
Chong Eng to attend Parliament
from 1999 to 2008.

“The journey was long and
there was a lot of conversation.
I was the driver and who could
stop Chong Eng from talking
(about gender issues)? Perhaps,
the seed was sown at that time,”
Chow said to the laughter of the
participants.

Chow said the state would
work towards fulfilling the 30%
quota of appointing women as
councillors for both Penang
island and Seberang Perai by
the end of the year.

At present, Penang is also the
first state to set up the Family
and Women Development Com-
mittee (JPWK) in all of its 40
constituencies in which 15 wo-
men have been appointed to
each JPWK to organise de-
velopment programmes for
women folk and the family unit.

Chow, who also suggested
that PWDC organise a works-
hop for men, advised everyone
concerned to put in hard work

- - -
- - - - - - - - - -

i = - -

& W W

Chow (seated, centre) posing for a group photograph with participants of the workshop on ‘Unconscious

-
-

- .

Bias & Women Representation in State Leadership’. On his right is Chong Eng and on his left is Ong.

to achieve gender inclusive-
ness.

On a personal level, Chow
said he had not experienced any
bias on gender matters but felt
that unconscious bias could
stem from culture-related issues
and the way one was brought up.

“] am someone who dislikes
discrimination. I do not want to
show favouritism to a certain
ethnic group. I will do more for
someone who is left out and less
for someone who isn’t,” he said.

Chong Eng thanked Chow for
attending the dialogue despite

his tight schedule.

“It’s good of the CM to meet
the established women leaders
in their respective fields. This
is a close encounter, and we can
get to know what role he wants
women to play in Penang2030
vision,” Chong Eng said.
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