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RM75 mil

uStory by Edmund Lee

HE Penang government has an-
Tnounced a RM75 million Covid-19

economic stimulus package to as-
sist the people during the movement
control order (MCO) in view of the deadly
outbreak.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
the financial aid was set to benefit some
410,000 recipients in the state.

“I had earlier announced a RM20 mil-
lion allocation. However, we have decided
to increase the aid to RM75 million after
considering the needs of the people dur-
ing these trying times,” Chow told the
public during a Facebook Live broadcast
on his Facebook page on March 25.

He said the financial aid was offered to
assist small traders, businesses and the
needy during this period.

“I hope that the package can help the
people in the vulnerable groups; such as
hawkers, small-time businesses, taxi driv-
ers, trishaw riders, e-hailing drivers, the
disabled, as well as those in the low-in-
come group (B40) and recipients of Social
Welfare Department aid,” he said.

Chow said the objectives of the Co-
vid-19 economic stimulus package were
to assist the people who are most impact-
ed by the situation, to develop the state

Covid-19
aid package

through productivity and to ensure busi-
ness continuity.

Among the aid, as announced by Chow,
was a RM500 one-off payment for regis-
tered hawkers, small traders, tour guides
and Social Welfare Department aid recipi-
ents.

“A one-off payment of RM1,000 is giv-
en to the families of the Covid-19 victims
who had passed away; while a one-off
RM500 payment is channelled to those
who tested positive for Covid-19.
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~ Total: RM75 Million
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| hope that the
package can help
the people in the

vulnerable groups
- CHOW

“The front-liners from both city councils
as well as e-hailing drivers also receive a
one-off payment of RM300.

“Other front-liners which include the po-
lice, state Health Department, the army,
Immigration Department, Civil Defence
and Rela personnel will be given a one-off
payment of RM300,” he said.

*Turn to Pg2
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EN the movement con-
trol order (MCO) came
into force on March 18,

Penangites rose to the occasion.

With the state government, led
by Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
urging all of us to play our part in
curbing the spread of Covid-19, we
took the state’s “Penang Lawan
Covid-19” battle cry as our daily
mantra too.

Of course, as always, there
were those who defied the MCO
but generally we can be happy that
Penang’s compliance rate towards
the MCO stands at a creditable
98%.

The “defiant ones” were quickly
nabbed at police roadblocks and
during surveillance rounds and
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state’s own Penang Covid-19

they will have their day in court.
The rest of us — shoppers, mar-
ket goers, traders, hawkers and
others — quickly followed the guide-
lines laid down by the state gov-
ernment and the health ministry.
It was, after all, for our own

Bagan Jermal assemblyman Soon Lip Chee (in red shirt)
and MBSP councillor Khong Chee Seong (right).

good. some even gloves and used hand
We practiced social distancing  sanitisers regularly.

by maintaining a 1m distance from Many of our famed street food

others. hawkers pulled down the shutters
We donned face masks and while some stayed open to cater

Chow announced a RM75 mil-
lion aid package — arguably one
of the first state governments to
quickly move to help the needy
and underprivileged who might be
most impacted by the MCO.

Chow also announced the

Fund which saw a number of firms
pledging to donate towards it.

All in all, we are doing what is
expected of us.

Here we take a look at what
Penangites have been up to during
the MCO.

Special allocation for all state constituencies

(Oky our
People cannot

* from page 1

THE state government has allocated
RM495,000 to the Penang Islamic Re-
ligious Affairs Department (JHEAIPP) to
disburse a one-off payment of RM1,000
to mosques and a one-off payment
of RM500 to surau to help in mainte-
nance, cleaning and disinfection works.

The aid is given to 226 mosques
and 538 surau in Penang.

Chow said taxi drivers and trishaw
riders will also receive their annual
RM300 incentive.

“The Penang government is also giv-
ing an extra one-off payment of RM200
to each of them. The aid benefits
2,248 taxi drivers and 318 trishaw rid-
ers in Penang.

“Meanwhile, all state constituencies
will receive a RM30,000 special alloca-
tion. The special allocation is an emer-
gency relief fund for the local communi-
ties,” he said.

Chow added that tenants of Peo-
ple’s Housing Projects and those who
rent the Rumah Sewa Kerajaan Negeri
(RSKN) are exempted from paying their
monthly rental for April and May.

He said that the deadline to pay the
parcel rent or quit rent has been ex-
tended to Aug 30.

The Penang government has also
set up a Penang Business Continuity
Zero Interest Loan to assist small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) and micro-
entrepreneurs.

“These are zero interest loans and
the borrower will only need to repay the
loan after six months.

“The state hopes that the private
sector will also lend its assistance in
an effort to recover the state’s econ-
omy.

“l hope that those who are affected
will not give up but instead, strive to
work harder to develop the state and
the nation,” he said.



A

Yo

a“’""mﬁ“

APRIL 1— 15, 2020

N'EWS™§

RVI1 million boost for Penang Covid-19 fund

TlE state’s Penang Covid-19 Fund re-
ceived a boost recently when several
companies, associations and contribu-
tors donated over RM1 million in total to in-
crease the fund’s coffers to help the needy
in Penang.

A Malaysian Chinese daily, Kwong Wah Yit
Poh, stepped forward to donate RM500,000
on March 27; while Hotayi Electronic (M) Sdn
Bhd and the Taipei Investors’ Association in
Malaysia gave RM200,000 and RM100,000
respectively on March 30.

Besides that, Tamarins Group Sdn Bhd
also donated RM200,000 to the fund;
while the Global Federation of Chinese Busi-
ness Women (Penang Chapter) contributed
RM45,000 on April 3.

The Global Federation of Chinese Business
Women (Penang Chapter) founding chairman
Cheng Mei Man donated RM100,000 while
its vice-chairman Wang Pek Ching contribut-
ed RM20,000 to the fund.

Earlier on March 26, Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, in an address to the public via
Facebook live, said he has received many
offers for private donations after unveiling a
RM75 million economic stimulus package a
day earlier to lighten the burden of vulnerable
groups in Penang.

The aid package is aimed at 15 target

Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai Heng (thlrd from Ieft) receiving boxes of gloves from
Top Glove representatives. With them is Federation of Malaysia Manufacturers (FMM)
Penang Chapter chairman Datuk Dr Ooi Eng Hock.

groups and involves more than 400,000
recipients, regardless of family background
and religion.

“Yesterday, | said that the state govern-
ment has taken steps (to help those in need)
and invited the private sector to join in as
well.

“And just within a day after the announce-
ment, the private sector, especially in Pen-
ang, has pledged a contribution of nearly
RM2 million.

“As such, the state government has de-

cided to launch the Penang Covid-19 Fund
through Maybank 557054620930 to receive
donations towards helping the less fortunate
in Penang,” Chow said.

Further details can be obtained via www.
PenanglLawanCovid19.com.

Chow also gave an assurance to qualified
recipients that financial aid would be chan-
nelled to them this month.

“Many people have asked how they could

apply for the aid. The aid package is de-
signed in a way to cut down on the bureau-
cratic process.

“The state government has data on al-
most every category involved. So, don’t wor-
ry. There is not need to sign up. The money
will be passed to those who qualify in April.”

Chow also advised the people to be
strong mentally and physically as the move-
ment control order (MCO) has been extended
another two weeks from March 31 to April 14
in the country’s fight against Covid-19.

He said during this time, the support of
the family and community is very important.

“Avoid negative emotions, don't get an-
gry and try new activities at home such as
cooking together with the kids, playing board
games, reading books and writing diaries.

“For those with a courtyard or balcony, |
encourage them to relax there.”

Chow added that through Top Glove’s do-
nation, the state government has distributed
70,000 pairs of medical gloves to the front-
liners at the Penang Hospital.

In addition, he said the private sector has
also contributed 300 “protective cover all
safety clothing” to Penang Hospital.

He said the state government is commit-
ted to ensuring that the frontline heroes, as
well as the people, continue to be protected.
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ENANGITES in general have
Pgiven their thumbs up to the

state government for launch-
ing the RM75 million economic
stimulus package to ease their bur-
den during this movement control
order (MCO) period.

Many of the recipients, particu-
larly from the lower income groups,
have expressed their gratitude to
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow and
the state government for being kind
and caring. Penang is the first state
to launch such an aid package.

A number of businesses have
ground to a halt because of the
MCO; some employees have to
take unpaid leave; some petty trad-
ers and hawkers have to temporar-
ily stop operating; and the major-
ity of the selfemployed are under-
standably worried about not having
any income.

Understanding the difficulties
they faced, the state government
increased its initial aid package of
RM20 million to RM75 million to
help different stratas of society.

Buletin Mutiara spoke to a
cross-section of Penangites and
below are their views.

Syerleena Abdul Rashid, Seri
Delima assemblyman:

“The extra financial aid given to
every ADUN
(RM30,000
each) is
heaven sent
during such a
time of crisis.

“The pan-
demic  has
already  af
fected o)
many people
globally, and in Penang, we are
seeing an increase in cases.

“Among those hard hit are the
B40 groups, low middle income
groups, OKUs, senior citizens and
those either on unpaid leave or
daily paid oddjob workers.

“Before the aid was announced,
| had already started handing out
much-needed food supplies. Other
items that can be bought now are
hand sanitisers, latex gloves and
face masks.

“There is a lot of work to do and
every Penangite plays such a vital
role here — from frontliners to even
those staying indoors."

Richard Chung Chok Yin, STEM
general manager:

“I applaud the move by the
state government to give priority
to petty traders, hawkers, taxi driv-
ers, trishaw riders and the physi-
cally-challenged. They are the ones
most affected by loss of income
and many of them are living from
hand to mouth.

“As the
situation is
very  fluid
and can
change from
day to day,
| am confi-
dent that,
being a car-
ing  govern-
ment, the
state will also look into the interest
of others who may be similarly af-
fected.”

Idris Abu Salam, imam of Alimsah
Waley Mosque in Chulia Street:

“In my opinion, a one-off pay-
ment of RM1,000 to each mosque
and RM500 to each surau in the
state is very helpful to reduce our
operating cost. As we all know, Fri-
day prayer
is temporar-
ily banned
during the
MCO  pe-
riod. Be-
cause  of &
this, our do-
nation fund °
is greatly
affected.

“Thus, with this aid, we can use
a portion of it to pay the utility bills
such as water and electricity.

“It will also be used to pay our
volunteer workers in the mosque
and surau.

“So, | am very thankful to the
state government for not forgetting
us during these trying times.”

Muhammad Haziq Mansor, 26,
parttime e-hailing driver:

“The incentive by the state
govern-
ment can
help us
financially,
especially
during
the move-
ment con-
trol order.

“Malay-
sians are being urged by the gov-
ernment to stay at home during
the MCO. Our income has been
affected.The RM300 incentive can
ease our financial burden during
this trying period."

Che Zaiton Zakaria, 55, PPR
Ampang Jajar resident and factory
worker:

“I was truly grateful when my
neighbours informed me that those
who stay in the People's Housing

(PPR) are |
exempted
from pay-
ing monthly
rental  for
April  and
May. Hon-
estly, this
is such a
huge relief.
This is really a piece of good news
for me because currently, | cannot
go to work as my factory is not
listed under the essential services
category. Thus, | have to stay at
home and survive with my meagre
savings only.

“Now that the government has
extended the MCO period from
March 31 to April 14, | have be-
come more worried. My savings
may not be enough to last the ex-
tended period.

“This is because | have three
children at home to care for. My
husband passed away last year
which makes my life more compli-
cated and strenuous during this
period.

“With the rent exemption an-
nounced by the state government,
| can use my savings for other pur-
poses such as buying daily neces-
sities and paying utility bills.

“Hopefully, this will be over soon
and | can get back to work again.”

Jason Chee, assistant communi-
cation manager of Lexis Hotel, Te-
luk Kumbar:

"Things
are going to
get tougher
for  every-
one with the
MCO exten-
sion, espe-
cially those
in the B40
groups on
unpaid leave.

“The Government has no option
but to extend the MCO because
the Covid-19 cases are on the rise.

"As for the Penang state govern-
ment, | am happy that they are do-
ing their best for the Penang resi-
dents."

Datuk Finn Choong, Penang
Chinese Chamber of Commerce
(PCCC) vice-president:

"I give my thumbs-up to the
state government for showing its
care and commitment to all the
stakeholders as many Penangites
are badly affected by the MCO.

"This stimulus package, which

has been
raised
from the
initial
RM20
million
to RM75
million,
clearly |
shows |
t h e
state's effort in assisting the
needy.

"l can understand the burden
of the small traders and hawkers,
who have their daily income affect-
ed by the MCO.

"However, | am confident the
situation will resume as usual once
this global outbreak is addressed.
It takes time but let us strive to-
gether in facing such a challenging
period.

"At the same time, | hope the
state government, under Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow's leadership,
will also look from the employers'
perspective and help them over-
come their plight as well.Employers
are facing a hard time and | can
foresee many small enterprises
being among the hardest hit under
this circumstance."

Eva Khoo, 40, self-employed:

"| agree and applaud the move
by the
Penang
govern-
ment to
give pri-
ority to
the low-
income |
groups,
like taxi N
drivers,
cleaners and others.

"At this period, priority should be
given to the mentally and physically
challenged too. They are the ones
living from hand to mouth daily."

Mohd Nazari Othman, Society
of the Blind Malaysia (SBM) presi-
dent:

"On behalf of SBM, | would like
to thank the Penang government
for showing its concern towards our
group of disabled people, particu-
larly the visually impaired.

"The RM500 one-off payment
given to the disabled shows that
the state is doing its best for the
people.

"The state recognises and val-
ues the contributions of the dis-
abled, who have been struggling to
cope with the current situation.

"l hope other states would fol-
low in Penang's footsteps in giving
out financial aid.

"Many
of my
visually
impaired
friends
are also
facing dif-
ficulties
in coping
with their
busi-
nesses in Penang.

“They will be more badly af-
fected now that the MCO has been
extended to April 14.

"This aid could at least give
them some respite."

Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon, In-
vestPenang director:

“The ‘Pakej Bantuan Negeri’
(State
Aid Pack-
age) that
was an-
nounced
recently
is  most
timely and
I would
like to
express
my appreciation to Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

“At this difficult time, all help will
be appreciated.

“There are three main groups
that the government has to help:
the employer; the employee & the
selfemployed.

“Of all these three groups, the
selfemployed, especially those in
the B40, are the most vulnerable.
These are the hawkers, petty trad-
ers, trishaw peddlers who rely on
their daily income to survive. Help
for this group is most urgent.

“Then we have the employer. In
normal times, they are perceived
as the better off group but during
the MCO, their financial burden is
enormous too.

“They have their employees’
salary to pay, bank loans, govern-
ment taxes, rentals, maintenance
etc to pay. This group, especially
the SMEs, will experience the most
severe financial strain.

“It is hoped that their plight will
be looked into for they too need
government financial support.

"The aid package will help the
affected people to reduce the pres-
sure of life facing them and the aid
given will at least motivate them.

"The incentives will help many
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stakeholders to adjust to their cur-
rent needs.”

Mohd Firdaus Mohd Fauzi, 32,
e-hailing
driver:

"Being
the  sole
breadwin-
ner for a
family  of
four, the
RM300
aid by the
state gov-
ernment is a timely boost for me.

"Apart from juggling my job as
a civil servant and e-hailing driver,
| am also doing other food delivery
services to make ends meet.

"This movement control order
(MCO) has affected many others,
not me alone. My source of income
has dropped tremendously since
the MCO started on March 18. It
has taken a toll on me.

"Hence, | am delighted and
would like to thank the state for
the financial assistance rendered
to me.

"Everyone must take precau-
tionary measure to ensure the vi-
rus outbreak is tackled soonest."

Leow Seow Kok, 67, small trader
in Air ltam:

"As soon as | received the news
that the MCO would be extended to

April 14, | could not imagine how |
was going to cope with it from now
until the middle of next month.

"My income has plunged as the
whole street in Air Itam is empty. |
could not even sell any clothes or
bags during the virus outbreak that
had already caused panic among
the people.

"Fortunately, the state is dish-
ing out a RM500 one-off payment
to small traders.

"Although it may be a small
amount for some, it could help me
to at least sustain myself in com-
ing weeks.

"Thanks again, Penang govern-
ment."

Mohamad Shahimi Hadzri, Pen-
ang Taxi Associate Association
chief;

"Recently, | have been told by
the state government that we (taxi
drivers) will receive an incentive of
RM500 per person under its eco-
nomic stimulus package. | strongly
believe that this incentive would
ease slightly the burden of the peo-
ple in the vulnerable groups like us
even though the amount is small.

"For now, I'm planning to send
an appeal letter to Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

"l would like to request that the
Penang government consider giv-
ing the incentive every month until
this deadly outbreak ends, instead

of just a one pay-off payment.
"The job of a taxi driver can

be quite hazardous as we are ex-

posed to all sorts of travellers."

Muhammad Azzman Abdullah,
Seberang Perai City Council staff:

“For me, -
a one-off
payment of
RM300 real-
ly helps a lot
during  the
movement
control order
(MCO) pe-
riod.Some
may say that
RM300 is just a small amount of
money but not for me.

“I'am the only one in the family
who is currently working because
my wife has to take unpaid leave
during the MCO period. Her com-
pany has to temporarily close as
it does not fall under the essen-
tial services category.

“So, as the head of family, |
have a lot of responsibility to-
wards my wife and my 16-year-
old son.

“Thus, | will use the money
on daily necessities and other
things as well for my family.

“The incentive shows that the
Penang government does not
forget about us - the frontliners
who have been working tireless-
ly since the MCO enforcement
started on March 18.

“So, the money means a lot to
me and | thank the state govern-
ment for that.”

2019 - 2022

Pemahan yang layak akan

menjalani pemeriksoan

poyudara klinikal
oleh jururawat

Antaranya

TIMELINE OF EVENTS

March 18

PENANG government presents
10 cartons of personal protective
equipment (PPE), containing 280
surgical robes each, to Penang
Hospital. It has also set aside
RM20 million for those likely to
be impacted by the movement
control order. Special task force,
operated under the State Secre-
tary, set up to address Covid-19
matters in the state.

March 19

PENANG Island City Council’s
(MBPP) special squad ensures
that people adhere to the MCO.
Penang Lawan Covid-19 website
and Facebook page launched to
provide latest information on Co-
vid-19 to the public.

March 20

THE state government pays the
March salary to its public ser-
vants in advance to help them
cope during this difficult period.

March 21

MBPP orders closure of roadside
stalls in four areas beginning
March 22. Penang government
gives out facemasks to frontliners.

March 22

STATE carries out shortterm
strategies to meet three main ob-
jectives — to flatten the Covid-19
infection curve, to empower and
protect frontliners, and to ensure
the success of the MCO through
the ‘whole-of-government’ ap-
proach. The Penang government
is also working on plans to re-
develop Penang, post-movement
control order.

March 23

MOST public markets practise
social distancing. MBPP con-
ducts daily disinfection works at
the markets under its jurisdiction;
while disinfection works are car-
ried out once every two days by
the Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP).

RapidPenang’s bus services
reduced by 70%, while the free
CAT bus services have also been
reduced by 50%.

March 24

ALL essential business premises
in Penang are only allowed to op-
erate from 6am to 8pm starting
March 25. All free Central Area
Transit (CAT) bus services will be
stopped for the remaining period
of the MCO. RapidPenang bus
services, Congestion Alleviation

Transport (CAT) feeder bus ser-
vices and RapidKamunting will
operate from 6am to 10am and
5pm to 10pm, from March 25 on-
wards. The BEST FIZ bus servic-
es operation schedule remains
unchanged.

Penang government has also
managed to order six million
units of face masks.

March 25

PENANG decides to increase the
RM20 million aid and announces
a RM75 million aid package for
Penangites.

March 26

Penang Covid-19 Fund launched
to receive donations to help the
needy.

March 27

STATE executive council mem-
bers, including Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow, donate one
month of their salary to the Pen-
ang Covid-19 Fund. The state
plans to restructure the system
involving the distribution of food
or basic necessities to the needy.

The Penang government has
placed public service announce-
ment billboards statewide to edu-
cate the public to comply with the
MCO.

March 28

STATE Legislature Assembly Op-
position Leader Datuk Muhamad
Yusoff Mohd Noor is invited to
join the high-level Penang Secu-
rity Council Committee (JKKN).

March 29

SRI Aman market in Relau is shut
down by MBPP for failing to heed
the social distancing order, failing
to restrict the number of market-
goers into the market at a time
and failing to prepare hand sa-
nitisers for customers. MBPP in-
structs all stall operators outside
the Jelutong Market premises
to cease operations beginning
March 30.

March 30

ROADBLOCKS near Air ltam Mar-
ket help prevent overcrowding.

State working closely with pri-
vate sector to ensure that there
are still job opportunities for the
people to seek a livelihood when
the MCO is lifted.

March 31

STATE wants one-off payments to
be channelled to those eligible as
soon as possible.
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First batch of

six million face
masks amve
in Penang

sStory by Riadz Akmal

E six million face masks

I ordered by the state govern-

ment started to arrive in
batches from April 2.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said these face masks would be
distributed to the offices of state
assemblymen, district offices and
Federal agencies that are front-
liners.

Among the suppliers and con-
tributors are the Consul-General of
China in Penang, XSD Internation-
al Paper and the Government of
Quangang District, Fujian Province,
China.

Previously, it was reported that
the Penang government had man-
aged to order six million units of
face mask after successful sourc-
ing and negotiation with the suppli-
ers.

Chow had, in a live broadcast
session on his Facebook page on
March 21, said the Penang govern-
ment will be doing its best to en-
sure that there are sufficient num-
ber of face masks in the state.

He said the state government
was well aware of the shortage of
face masks in Penang and that the
issue has become the main con-
cern of the public.

“We will try our best to get ad-
equate number of face masks and
we will inform the public once we
manage to get the supplies.

“For the time being, | urge the
people to stay at home and limit
their movements outside,” he said.

Besides that, Chow said some
decisions were made during a
special meeting with the National
Security Council (NSC) pertaining
to the fight against Covid-19 in Pu-
trajaya on March 20.

The meeting was chaired by
Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin
Yassin.

They are:

e Every chief minister and mentri
besar will be appointed as chair-
man of the State Security Special
Committee. It will serve as the
main committee for the implemen-
tation of the movement control or-
der (MCO) at state level. The chair-

man is allowed to give orders to
enforcement agencies during the
MCO period.

e Secondly, the Prime Minister
agrees that any factory that does
not fall under the essential ser-
vices category must be closed, in
accordance with the MCO. Those
that fall under the essential servic-
es category should take necessary
preventive measures to curb the
spread of Covid-19. The state gov-
ernment will not hesitate to take
stern action against those who did
not obey the order.

e Thirdly, the Health Ministry
(MOH) has informed Penang that
it has made proper preparations to
ensure that the supply of medical
equipment is enough.

e Fourthly, the Prime Minister said
the Domestic Trade and Consumer
Affairs Ministry will make sure that
local manufacturers will be able to
provide sufficient supply of face
masks since the government had
banned the export of face masks
now. At the same time, the federal
government will also seek further
assistance from China to get addi-
tional supply of face masks from
their local suppliers there.

On a separate note, Chow in-
formed that starting from March
22, roadside hawking around mar-
ket complexes in Ayer Itam, Bay-
an Baru, Jalan Perak and Jelutong
would no longer be allowed.

“This is to ensure that people
will abide by the MCO. The four ar-
eas mentioned are mostly crowd-
ed," Chow added.

A vegetable stall at the Jelu-
tong market roadside was initially
allowed to continue its opera-
tion since there are no vegetable
stalls in the market complex, but
it was later closed.

Chow also announced that
Penang Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP) would not carry out water
meter reading operations during
the MCO period.

For further information and
updates regarding the Covid-19,
visit www.facebook.com/penan-
glawancovid19 or www.Penan-
glLawanCovid19.com or call 04—
2621207/04-2621819.

Jagdeep, flanked by Yew (left) and Rozali, hopes Penangites will adhere to the MCO.

Roadside stalls in four areas
closed till MCO ends

TRADERS, market-goers and op-
erators of roadside stalls are ad-
hering to regulations imposed by
the local councils in compliance
with the movement control order
(MMCO).

Roadside stall operators in Air
Itam, Bayan Baru, Jalan Perak and
Jelutong have stopped their busi-
nesses temporarily until further
notice.

This follows an order to them to
cease operations temporarily from
March 22 until the MCO ends.

Many market-goers are also
practising social distancing, with a
metre from one and another when
queuing to enter wet markets.

The authorities are serious that
this ruling is complied with.

Since the first day the MCO was
enforced on March 18, social me-
dia has been abuzz with overcrowd-
ing of market-goers in several mar-
kets.

Penang Island City Council (MB-
PP) mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang
on March 21 advised hawkers and
market-goers to avoid close con-
tact to curb the spread of Covid-19.

Marketplace observes crowd control,

A MAXIMUM of 70 persons are
allowed into the Tanjung Bungah
Market at any one time from March
22 and they are encouraged to
practise social distancing in the
fight against Covid-19.

Tanjung Bungah assemblyman
Zairil Khir Johari said these mea-
sures were taken for the good of
the people until the movement con-
trol order (MCO) ends on April 14.

He visited the market on March
22 with Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) councillor R. Kaliyappan,
MBPP Licensing Department of-
ficers and Tanjung Bungah Village
Community Management Council
(MPKK) members.

“Today is the first day of this
exercise. We have some 10 mem-
bers in the team to monitor the
situation,” Zairil told reporters after
visiting the market.

“It is important to maintain a

“Our MBPP enforcement offi-
cers have given advice during this
period but it seems nothing much
has changed.

“We have no choice but to pro-
ceed further with stern action,” he
said.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman  Jagdeep
Singh Deo said the state acted
against those errant businesses
as there was “enough of talking”.

Jagdeep said the warning has
been issued following growing im-
patience by authorities after their
calls and advice were not taken
seriously by certain quarters.

He said both MBPP and MBSP
(Seberang Perai City Council) have
taken stringent measures.

“We have been giving advice
and educating them from the first
day of MCO until now but some of
our advice has fallen on deaf ears.

“Therefore, business prem-
ises that still fail to comply with
MCO regulations risk having their
belongings confiscated or even li-
cences revoked.

WA

“I hope all Penangites will do
their part and cooperate with the
authorities during this period.

“We are prioritising people’s
health and safety after all,” he told
a press conference in Komtar.

Jagdeep, on a brighter side,
said the compliance rate in the
state was encouraging.

“It is a positive sign but there
are still a few areas that need to
be addressed.

“Certain quarters still choose to
be ignorant and do not adhere to
the MCO,” he added.

Jagdeep believes that the rate
could still be improved and hoped
everyone would follow the regula-
tions imposed.

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali Mo-
hamud also emphasised the im-
portance of social distancing in
wet markets.

“We hope others will follow the
MCO accordingly and distance
themselves from another person,”
he said.

Also present at the press con-
ference was state Housing director
Ainul Fadhilah Samsudi.

social distancing

« A

Zairil (right) screening the body temperature of a market-goer.

social distance of at least a metre
apart from each other to minimise
the spread of the coronavirus.”

In addition, Zairil said the public
is also advised to stay at home un-
less they have to tend to pressing
issues.

“From this morning’s monitoring

at the market, we found the crowd
is cooperative to have their body
temperature checked and to line
up for their turn to do their market-
ing,” he said.

He said a similar exercise would
be held at the market from 6.30am
to 10.30am daily until April 14.



Penang

focuses on

combatting
Covid-19

uStory by Christopher Tan
=Pix by Alvie Cheng

TE Penang government, un-
der the leadership of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, has
directed its full strength to fight the
Covid-19 outbreak.

“We have started several initia-
tives to ensure that the people in
Penang are well-protected. This is a
matter of public health.

“This is for the future of Penang
and its people. This is for the future
of Malaysia and not a political is-
sue.

“We just want to focus our
strength to fight this Covid-19 out-
break,” Chow answered a journal-
ist at a press conference in his of-
fice on March 18.

The journalist had sought
Chow’s comment regarding the
apology of the Chief Secretary to
the Government over his error in
not inviting Pakatan Harapan state
leaders for a Covid-19 meeting.

It was reported that Prime Min-

ister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin had
chaired a National Action Council
meeting on March 17 without the
presence of Chief Ministers and
Mentris Besar from Selangor, Ke-
dah, Negri Sembilan, Penang and
Sabah.

Later, Chief Secretary to the
Government Datuk Seri Mohd Zuki
Ali apologised for the error pertain-
ing to the invitations for the special
meeting to address the Covid-19
outbreak.

Mohd Zuki was quoted as saying
that only the State Development di-
rectors for the states of Selangor,
Kedah, Negri Sembilan, Penang
and Sabah were invited to attend.

Mohd Zuki then said that Muhy-
iddin had issued an order for all
Chief Ministers and Mentris Besar
to be invited to attend the special
meetings on Covid-19 in the future.

Meanwhile, Chow said the Pen-
ang government has given its full-
est support to the state Health
Department to fight the outbreak.

The state government presented

e &,

Chow (centre) presenting the surgical robes to Penang Hospital chief assistant director

Penang
Lawan
coviD-19

(management) Surentharan Mathavan (third from left) after the press conference. With them
are (from left) Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai Heng and state executive council members
Chong Eng, Yeoh Soon Hin, Dr Norlela Ariffin and Phee Boon Poh.

10 cartons of personal protective
equipment (PPE), containing 280
surgical robes each, to the Penang
Hospital during the press confer-
ence to protect healthcare heroes
against the Covid-19 outbreak.

“We will continue to give our
support to the state Health De-
partment to ensure that there is
sufficient equipment to fight this
war against Covid-19; although the
health sector is not under the juris-
diction of the state government.

“We appreciate the services of
our (healthcare) heroes, who are
the frontliners, for protecting the
people of Penang and Malaysia,”
Chow said.

The Penang government had
also set aside RM20 million for
those likely to be impacted by the
movement control order, especial-
ly small business operators and

hawkers, to reduce their financial
burden.

The state government has in-
creased the allocation to RM75 mil-
lion after considering the people's
needs.

Chow said he had instructed
the State Secretary to work on the
preparatory steps to combat the
outbreak.

“Among the measures are to
ensure that Penang has enough
facilities, such as isolation centres,
to address the potential increase
in the number of Covid-19 cases.
Penang’s special task force was
also informed of the latest prepara-
tions,” he said.

It was reported that Penang had
set up a special task force, operat-
ed under the State Secretary, to ad-
dress Covid-19 matters in Penang.

Chow appealed to the public to

heed the movement control order.

“Please obey the order for the
benefit of the people and the coun-
try. We may have to pay a higher
price if we are unable to achieve
our objective to flatten the Covid-19
curve and be free of the disease.

“Please make personal sacrifice
so that we can come out trium-
phant over the disease. Let us do
it right the first time!” Chow said,
responding to a question that many
people are still disregarding the or-
der by dining at eateries.

Chow also said that the Ministry
of International Trade and Industry
(MITI) had allowed companies pro-
ducing essential goods to operate
at a minimal level.

“Other factories or companies
that are not given the exemption
by MITI must obey the movement
control order,” he added.

Politics
aside, Chow
attends
NSC
meeting

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow at-
tended his first meeting held by the
National Security Council (NSC) per-
taining to the fight against Covid-19
in Putrajaya on March 30.

The meeting was chaired by
Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin
Yassin.

In his daily address to the public
via Facebook live on his Facebook
page, Chow said he had received
an invitation to the NSC meeting on
March 29.

Chow was among five leaders
from the Pakatan Harapan-ruled
states who were left out of the first
NSC meeting held by Muhyiddin on
March 17.

The other menteris besar and
chief ministers were from Kedah,
Selangor, Negri Sembilan and Sa-
bah.

But later, Chief Secretary to the
Government Datuk Seri Mohd Zuki
Ali apologised for not inviting the
five leaders and causing confusion.

Chow said the Penang govern-
ment was one of the first state gov-
ernments to respond and cooper-
ate with the federal government in
is efforts in fighting Covid-19.

“In crucial times like this, there
is no place for political tussle. Pen-
ang will put aside all political differ-
ences and concentrate on fighting
Covid-19 to protect the people of
Malaysia and Penang in particular,”
he said before leaving for Putrajaya.

Among the issues that Chow
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said he would bring up were to get a
clearer picture on the closure of fac-
tories during the movement control
order and to ask the Government to
ensure that all medical equipment
was adequate for hospitals and gov-
ernment clinics.

He also said he wanted to raise
the issue of difficulty in getting face
masks, thermometers, sanitisers
and other safety equipment.

Chow also announced that the
state government had decided to
pay the salary advance for March
on March 20 to its public servants
to help them cope during this period
of difficulty.

“From the cleaning staff to the
law enforcement staff and person-
nel in charge of essential services,
they have never stopped working for
the people of Penang.

“For those who could not come
to office, they are working from
home.

“Also to those in the Covid-19
Special Task Force working round
the clock, | also would like to say
thank you.”



Adhere to movement

control order, says CM
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ENANGITES are urged to
Pgive their full commitment to

the directives issued by the
Health Ministry in combatting the
Covid-19 outbreak.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
called upon the people to stay at
home and avoid going out, unless
necessary, under the movement
control order (MCO) which started
on March 18.

“As the chief minister, | hope
that the plea made by the ministry
and Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyid-
din Yassin would be adhered to by
everyone.

“This outbreak has spread wide-
ly across the world and has even
reached an alarming level espe-
cially in Italy.

“Everyone of us must do our
part and cooperate with each other
to tackle this Covid-19 scourge. It
should not be taken lightly with the
current situation of infected cases
in the country.

“On our end, the state would do
its best to ensure that the people’s
lives will not be threatened.

“I really hope the people would
stay at home during this period and
don’t go outdoors if possible,” he
said during a briefing session on

Covid-19 in Komtar.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman  Jagdeep
Singh Deo, who was present, said
the Penang lIsland City Council’s
(MBPP) special squad was on the
field all the time to monitor whether
the people were following the MCO.

“Please bear with this for this
period. It is for the sake of the
people.

“I would also like express my
gratitude to MBPP and Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) for their
prompt actions in handling the situ-
ation,” he added.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang also briefed those present
that the council’s special squad
comprising about 50 personnel
was on the ground carrying out
their duties.

“We need everyone's coopera-
tion to battle this outbreak and we
cannot be slacking during such pe-
riod.

“We will conduct checks on
premises from time to time to en-
sure the MCO is fully adhered to,“
Yew said.

Also present was MBPP secre-
tary Datuk Addnan Mohd Razali.
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Mohamad Badri pasting a shutdown notice at one of the en-
tertainment premises as MBPP environmental health officer
Bawani Murugasan (right) looks on. - Pix courtesy of Penang

Island City Council

Special ops by MBPP to ensure MCO adherence

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) carried out a special op-
eration at several entertainment
premises on March 18 to check
if they are adhering to the move-
ment control order (MCO).

MBPP licensing senior officer
Mohamad Badri Zakaria said the
operation was conducted to make
sure business owners adhere to
the MCO by not opening their en-
tertainment outlets.

“The operation involved sever-
al locations in George Town such
as Pulau Tikus, Macalister Road,
Magazine Road and Beach Street.

“From these locations, we
have issued over 50 notices to
all these entertainment premises

during the operation that started
early in the morning,” Mohamad
Badri told reporters after the op-
eration on March 18.

“The notice serves as an order
to the owners to make sure their
premises stay closed and are not
operating.

“We have also given them a
friendly warning and explain to
them that an action under the law
could be taken against them if
they ignore the order by continu-
ing to open their premises.

“Such operations will be con-
ducted from time to time on en-
tertainment outlets and other
types of premises as well,” he
added.




Social distancing
awareness on the rise

uStory by Edmund Lee
=Pix by Law Suun Ting

HE level of awareness of
Tsocial distancing among
market-goers at the wet

markets on Penang island has
seen much improvement since
the movement control order
(MCO) was enforced March 18.

While there is room for im-
provement, the Penang govern-
ment and authorities should be
lauded for their efforts in educat-
ing the public on the precaution-
ary measures to be taken.

Social distancing, or physical
distancing, is a move to reduce
transmission of the Covid-19 vi-
rus from an infected person to
another.

That is why densely crowded
areas are to be avoided.

Many premises, including mar-
kets, have practised social dis-
tancing with shoppers or market-
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goers standing at least a metre
apart in a queue.

During a visit to Pulau Tikus
market on March 24, Buletin Mu-
tiara observed that people fully
adhered to social distancing.

They had to undergo a body
temperature check and had their
hands sanitised before being al-
lowed into the market via only
one point and exit via another
point.

When met, a housewife, who
preferred to be known only as
Chew, said more people have
now adhered to the regulations
imposed.

“I am pleased to see every-
one following the order now.

“This is because more people
are conscious of the importance
of distancing themselves from
one another,” she said.

Pulau Tikus assemblyman
Chris Lee Chun Kit, when con-
tacted, said more and more peo-

ple were following the order.

“On our side, we have been
working with the market traders’
association to ensure everything
works out well.

“The side stalls beside the
market have also been ordered
to close temporarily until further
notice,” he said.

Over at Taman Tun Sardon
market in Gelugor, there was
also a smaller crowd.

Housewife S. Ranjini, 56, said
people have started to get used
to the MCO as they understood
the benefits of social distancing.

She hoped the situation would
remain the same until the MCO
ends.

“To me, a face mask is not re-
ally important but staying a dis-
tance away from a packed place
helps a lot,” she stressed.

Seri Delima assemblyman Sy-
erleena Abdul Rashid told Buletin
Mutiara that continuous enforce-

Ranjini emphasises impor-
tance of social distancing.

ment and education are impor-
tant to check the spread of the
coronavirus.

“Everyone needs to play their
part to ensure MCO is success-
fully complied with.

“So far, the market is doing

Chew is pleased the MCO is
being adhered to.

fine and | hope this practice will
take place daily.

“We want the best for every-
one,” she said.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo had said
the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) were working
hard to see that the people ob-
serve the rules at the market-
places.

Roadblocks near Air ltam Market help prevent congestion

IN a move to prevent congestion in the
Air Itam Market area, the roads lead-
ing to it have been closed from 6am on
March 30.

Northeast district police chief ACP
Soffian Santong said the roads beside
Air Itam police station and the Jalan
Kampung Pisang-Jalan Paya Terubong
junction have been blocked off.

“The traffic towards the market is
closed to enforce the movement control
order (MCO) to contain the spread of
Covid-19.

“The situation at the market today
(March 30) has improved a lot com-
pared to before, and we can also see
that the market-goers are following the
social distancing rule.

“The public is now more cooperative
and following the instructions given by
the authorities,” Soffian told the media
on March 30.

He was seen overseeing the situa-
tion at the market that morning together
with Air [tam assemblyman Joseph Ng.

“We would like to advise all the mar-
ket-goers here and elsewhere to main-
tain the 1m social distancing’ and get
your marketing done quickly.

“Try to avoid coming to market daily,
purchase household needs which are
sufficient for more than two days.

“We do not want people to come of-

The market-goers at Air Itam practise social distancing.

ten to the market to buy provisions, as
we want to break the chain of the infec-
tion (Covid-19),” Soffian added.

Asked by a reporter whether the Air
Iltam Market could be shut down, he
said it is not practical as it is the only

market that caters to thousands of resi-
dents in Air Itam, Air Putih, Paya Teru-
bong and Farlim.

Meanwhile, at the Tun Dr Lim Chong
Ewe Expressway (Jelutong Expressway),
the roads at the junction towards Pen-

ang Bridge and Bayan Lepas have been
converted to single lane.

There is a special lane for ambulanc-
es and vehicles such as from the civil
defence personnel, police, army and
others.
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Perkhidmatan Penting - Waktu operasi : 6 pagi - 8 malam

+ Bukan Perkhidmatan Penting - Kekol DITUTUP

~ Fram 25th March 2020 onwards
Essentiol Services - Operafing hours : éom - 8pm

+ Non-Essential Services - Remain CLOSED
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