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SPECIAL purpose vehi-
Acle (SPV) has been incor-

porated to lead the imple-
mentation of the mega projects
under the Penang Transport
Master Plan (PTMP).

Called the Penang Infrastruc-
ture Corporation Sdn Bhd, Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said it
was successfully incorporated
on July 9 this year.

“The company will be working
on the implementation of mega
projects in the state, such as
the Bayan Lepas LRT (BL LRT),
Pan Island Link 1 and 2A (PIL
1 and PIL 2A) and the Penang
South Reclamation (PSR) that
have been entrusted to SRS
Consortium as the project deliv-
ery partner.

“The Penang Infrastructure
Corporation will also be work-
ing on the implementation of
the three highways and the un-
dersea tunnel projects that are
entrusted to the Consortium
Zenith Construction (CZC) Sdn
Bhd as the design and build
contractor.

“In addition, the Penang In-
frastructure Corporation will be
involved in the planning and
development of the PSR, which
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includes the topside develop-
ment,” Chow told a press con-
ference in Komtar on July 15.

Chow also gave a status up-
date of the projects under the
PTMP during the press confer-
ence.

The board of directors of the
Penang Infrastructure Corpora-
tion are Chow, State Secretary
Datuk Abdul Razak Jaafar and
state Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari.
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.....the Penang government will ensure
that the people have access to the lat-
est information on the PTMP and its

components...... - CHOW

“The number of board mem-
bers will be added from time to
time, with the appointment of
experts from certain fields. The
first board of directors meeting
has been scheduled at 5.30pm

today (July 15).

“Adhering to the CAT princi-
ples (Competency, Accountability
and Transparency), the Penang
government will ensure that the
people have access to the latest

information on the PTMP and its
components throughout the con-
struction period,” he said.

Chow added that the Penang
Infrastructure Corporation would
be working with SRS Consor-
tium to study the financial archi-
tecture plan for the PTMP.

“We believe that the PSR
and other components of the
PTMP will be the crucial trans-
formation products for Penang
to achieve competitive growth,”
he said.
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TlE Penang government has
again urged Putrajaya to allo-
cate funds for the setting up
of the Guar Kepah Archaeologijcal
Gallery in Guar Kepah.

“We hope that the federal gov-
ernment can allocate funds under
the 12th Malaysia Plan.

“The proposed Guar Kepah
Archaeological Gallery project is
important for us to conserve and
preserve the artefacts and histori-
cal findings.

“The radiocarbon dating done
on the historical findings here
showed that they were over 5,000
years old.

“We have to preserve these
historical discoveries for our future
generation,” Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow told Buletin Mutiara at
the Guar Kepah archaeological site
on July 9.

Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof Dr
P. Ramasamy said the estimated
cost to set up the Guar Kepah Ar-
chaeological Gallery is RM10 mil-
lion.

He also urged the federal gov-
ernment to protect and gazette his-
torical sites in the northern region.

findings

“I remember an incident a few
years back that a housing devel-
oper had demolished a candi in Bu-
jang Valley, Kedah,” he said.

Ramasamy said
he was proud of Uni-
versiti Sains Malay-
sia Centre for Global
Archaeological Re-
search  archaeolo-
gist Prof Datuk Dr
Mokhtar Saidin (pix)
and his team for the
job well done,” he
said.

Mokhtar said
the Guar HKepah
historical site was
researched by the British as early
as 1851.

“In the early years, a total of 41
skeletons had been excavated by
the British archaeologists and they
were brought to the museum in
Leiden, the Netherlands.

“According to our records, there
were three shell middens in Guar
Kepah. Sadly, two were destroyed
due to housing and agriculture in
the past,” he said.

Mokhtar said the skeleton of the
“Penang Woman” that was found
at the Guar Kepah archaeologjcal
site in 2017 was the first and only

Neolithic ~ skeleton
found in a shell mid-
den in Malaysia.

The radiocarbon
dating showed that
. the remains of the
“Penang  Woman”
was approximately
5,710 years, with
a margin of error of
plus or minus 30 years.

Middens are basically prehistor-
ic refuse pits that normally contain

waste products after a meal is fin-
ished, such as shells and bones.

“We have also found historical
artefacts such as stone tools,
pottery and food wastes at the
Guar Kepah archaeological site,”
he said.

Mokhtar said there is a need to
have a proper archaeological gal-
lery to conserve and preserve the
skeleton.

The Penang Chief Minister In-
corporated (CMI) and the state

archaeology unit are now manag-
ing the Guar Kepah archaeologj-
cal site.

Also present were Penang
Tourism Development, Arts, Cul-
ture and Heritage Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin, Chow’s
political secretary Teh Lai Heng,
Bukit Mertajam MP Steven Sim,
Seberang Perai City Council may-
or Datuk Rozali Mohamud and
CMI deputy general manager S.
Bharathi.

Dexcom selects Penang for
its first facility outside US

DEXCOM INC., a global leader
in continuous glucose monitoring
(CGM) systems, has selected Pen-
ang as its next destination with the
setting up of a factory at the Batu
Kawan Industrial Park.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who announced the company’s ex-
pansion plans in Penang, said the
state was proud that Dexcom would
be investing on a new 28-acre site
for its first facility in Penang.

“Dexcom looked beyond the cur-
rent macro uncertainties. It has
chosen to invest in Penang despite
the current Covid-19 pandemic.

“Dexcom’s new facility will focus
on the manufacture of sensors and
applicators for the CGM system.
Construction works are expected
to begin in the second half of this
year.

“The new manufacturing facility
will create significant job additions
over the next 10 years, including
roles in manufacturing, facilities
management as well as manufac-
turing-related research and devel-
opment (R&D).

“It will also mark Penang’s mean-
ingful participation in the CGM field,
and | am proud to share that this
will be Dexcom'’s third plant and its
maiden manufacturing facility out-
side of the United States,” Chow
told a press conference in Komtar
on June 24.

Also present were Deputy Chief

Minister | Datuk Ahmad Zakiyud-
din Abdul Rahman, state Domes-
tic Trade, Consumer Affairs and
Entrepreneurship  Development
Committee chairman Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain, Penang Develop-
ment Corporation (PDC) deputy
general manager Aziz Bakar, in-
vestPenang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian and special in-
vestment adviser to the Chief Min-
ister Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon.

According to Chow, 2019 was
an action-packed year for Penang.

“Our total approved manufac-
turing investment hit a record
high, with strong inflows of both
new and re-investments into the
state.

“Penang recorded RM16.9
billion in total approved manufac-
turing investment in 2019, an in-
crease of 192% year-on-year, and
registered more than double its
10year average of RM8 billion,”
he said.

Dexcom Inc., is a company
that develops, manufactures, and
distributes CGM systems for dia-
betes management. It operates
internationally and is headquar-
tered in the United States.
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ENANG has recorded a pos-
Pitive growth in the domestic

tourism sector since the in-
terstate travel ban was lifted dur-
ing the recovery movement control
order (RMCO).

Malaysian Association of Ho-
tels (MAH) Penang chairman Khoo
Boo Lim said during the week-
ends, beach hotels have recorded
between 70% and 80% occupancy
while city hotels have chalked up a
40% occupancy rate.

“Meanwhile, the occupancy
rate on weekdays is less than
20%. It's a little bit low but that is
understandable. Foreign tourists
are not able to travel to Penang
because our international borders
are still closed.

“Of course, we will try a variety
of ways as well to spur some in-
terest for domestic tourists to visit
Penang.

“We have over 30 million peo-
ple living in this country, so if we
could attract at least 10% of them,
surely it would boost domestic
tourism,” he said when contacted
by Buletin Mutiara on July 6.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said there has been a positive
sign from the tourism activities in
Penang after the resumption of do-
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mestic tourism.

“Based on the feedback from
hoteliers and hotel associations, |
could say that so far the number
of room bookings has increased.

“Over the past few weeks,
| have gone to various places
around Penang. The latest one
was in Pulau Jerejak. | could see
these places are becoming crowd-
ed with local tourists.

“Thus, this is a good indicator
and we hope that Penang’s tour-
ism industry will rebound sooner
than expected,” he added.

Meanwhile, budget hotel player
0YO Hotels and Homes Malaysia
(OYO Malaysia) aims to focus on
domestic tourism to mitigate the
financial impact of the Covid-19
pandemic.

0YO Malaysia country head Tan
Ming Luk said as interstate travel
is now allowed, focusing on do-
mestic tourism is crucial as it is
the lifeline of the industry.

“We are witnessing a change
in consumer behaviour and con-
sumption patterns in the local
tourism industry.

“Some of the trends we have
observed in Malaysia include
travel destinations near larger
cities, showing extremely high oc-
cupancy rates during weekends,
as well as long stays, and also of-
fline partners and customers who
are expressing keen interest to
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understand safety and sanitisa-
tion protocols.

“This is a good indicator as
we see domestic travel whether
for business or leisure kickstart-
ing the recovery of the hospitality
sector,” Tan said in a statement to
Buletin Mutiara.

Tan said OYO Hotels and
Homes is currently present in ev-
ery state in the country, with over
500 hotels in over 75 cities across
Malaysia.

In Penang, there are 38 proper-
ties offering 886 rooms under OYO.

G Hotel communications direc-
tor Christina Tan said room book-
ings have increased over the past
few weeks after the interstate
travel ban was lifted.

“During the weekdays, we
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got around 20-30 bookings and
it spiked to between 50 and 60
rooms during weekends.

“This shows that we are slow-
ly regaining our momentum,” she
said.

Golden Sands Resort commu-
nication director Suleiman Tunku
Abdul Rahman said the hotel cur-
rently is offering attractive promo-

tions as part of its efforts to in-
crease the occupancy rate among
domestic tourists.

“One of our promotions is

known as ‘Selamat Kembali —
We Miss You’ package whereby
our customers can enjoy three
nights of stay for the price of
two nights at a price of RM700
only,” he said.

Special platform to boost domestic tourism

THE Penang government
has introduced a new website
known as “Penang Travel Deals”
as part of its efforts to revive
the state’s tourism industry that
has been greatly affected by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The website is accessible at
https://penangtraveldeals.com/

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said the website provides the
best hotels and attraction deals
in Penang.

“With the lifting of travel re-
strictions within the country,
marketing and promotional ef-
forts will be targeted towards
domestic tourism.

“Hence, the featured promo-
tions will mainly cater to locals.

“The objective is to offer local
travellers different experiences
and substantial savings,” he
told a press conference after the
launching of the website on June
29.

Also present were Malaysian
Association of Hotels (MAH)
Penang chapter chairman Khoo
Boo Lim, Association of Tourist
Attractions Penang (ATAP) chair-
man Ch’ng Huck Theng and Pen-
ang Global Tourism (PGT) chief
executive officer Ooi Chok Yan.

Yeoh said the website also
served as an ideal platform for
hoteliers and places of attraction

to advertise their ongoing promo-
tions.

“Penang is ideal for domestic
travellers who need a change of
scenery or to escape the con-
fines of their homes after inter-
state travel was allowed by the
federal government.

“Thus, | urge local travellers
to take advantage of the special
offers and support our local tour-
ism industry.

“PGT will undertake advertis-
ing on the site, especially via
social media for public aware-
ness,” he said.

He added that the first cam-
paign via the website is called
“Jom! Experience Penang”.

“There are currently 40 partic-
ipating partners featured in the
website.

“The public can also look for-
ward to the unveiling of more
campaigns and special tour
packages via the Penang Travel
Deals website soon, offering do-
mestic tourists even more choic-
es,” Yeoh said.

Khoo said hotels in Penang
are offering value-formoney
deals that benefit everyone, from
solo to family travellers through
the website.

“Some luxury hotels also are
offering irresistible prices, so
this is the chance to experience
luxury at a fraction of the price,”
he said.
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UE to its name of the “Is-

I land of Peace”, Pulau Aman

is home to a traditional Ma-

lay village with a population of

less than 300 and is considered

as one of the hidden gems of Se-
berang Perai.

Located in Simpang Ampat,
south Seberang Perai district, the
island can be reached by taking a
10-minute boat ride from the Batu
Musang jetty in Batu Kawan.

It is a popular destination for lo-
cal and foreign tourists mainly be-
cause of its signature prawn noo-
dles and a variety of fresh seafood
such as shrimps, oysters, prawns
and fish.

Besides savouring the delicious
seafood, other attractive activities
on the island include a boat ride
to the fish farms nearby, kayak-
ing, fishing activities, team building
activities, jungle trekking, camping
and many more.

Surrounded by beautiful beach-
es, the island also has attracted
quite a number of film companies
to shoot some important scenes
there for their productions such as
“Operasi X", “Seribu Kali Cinta”
and “Camelia”.

In a recent visit to Pulau Aman
on July 8, the Buletin Mutiara team
was impressed by its uniqueness
and attractions.

During our half-day tour, we
were accompanied by Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman Goh Choon Aik
and Pulau Aman Village Commu-
nity Management Council (MPKK)
chairman Saibi Abdul Majid.

The first attraction that we visit-
ed was Telaga Emas (Well of Gold).

It was built in 1789 and is a his-
toric well in Pulau Aman.

The interesting part about the
well is that even
though it is located
close to the sea
shore, yet it provides
fresh water!

Fatimah attrlbutes the fresh‘
prawns for the tastlness of her
‘mee udang’. g L™
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Visitors can also draw the wa-
ter from the well for bathing and
drinking as well.

Next was Masjid Ar-Rahman,
which is the only mosque on the is-
land and the main place of worship
for the Muslim community.

It has been there since 1817.

Another main highlight is the
country’s oldest breadfruit (buah
sukun) tree dating back to 1890.

Some of the villagers here could
be seen slicing the breadfruit,
which is round and green in colour,
and then deep frying it before sell-
ing the chips to tourists.

After that, we tried our luck at
harvesting some mussels (kepah)
along a stretch of beach.

Surprisingly, we managed to col-
lect many of them.

Local tourist Lip Sun Wong, 45,
said this was his first time harvest-
ing mussels on the beach.

“I never did this before but after
trying it myself, | enjoyed the new
experience.

“I will bring all the mussels that
| have collected to one of the res-
taurants on the island and ask
them to cook it for me,” said Lip,
who managed to collect about 3kg
to 4kg of mussels with his friends.

Later on, we went to the Warung
Kak Timah to have our lunch and to
try its famous “mee udang” (prawn
noodles). And it was worth it!

The dish was served with big
prawns which were supplied fresh
by fishermen after their catch from
the sea.

Asked what makes her mee
udang so irresistible, trader Fati-
mah Din attributes it to the fresh
seafood and nothing else.

“There’s nothing much to share
here because as soon as the
prawns arrive at the jetty, they go
directly into the pot and | think
that's what makes the noodles
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tasty,” said Fatimah, who’s been
in the business for 15 years.

Goh said many upgrading works
on the island are underway to fur-
ther spruce up Pulau Aman.

“The Penang Economic Plan-
ning Unit has received an alloca-
tion of RM100,000 from the feder-
al government to upgrade the jetty
of Pulau Aman.

“Before that, | have also helped
to improve the existing infrastruc-
ture on the island such as upgrad-
ing the public hall and jetty roof,
building a new toilet and repairing

— T

some of the chalets.

“At the same time, the state
government, through Penang De-
velopment Corporation (PDC), is
also planning to upgrade the Batu
Musang jetty in Batu Kawan and
other relevant infrastructure to
make the island more appealing,”
he said.

According to Goh, more than
70,000 local and foreign tourists
visited Pulau Aman last year.

Meanwhile, Saibi hopes that
the name of the jetty to Pulau
Aman would be standardised to

make it easier for tourists.

“Currently on the nearby road
signboards, it is written as ‘Jetty to
Pulau Aman’. But, when we arrive
at the jetty itself, it is written as the
Batu Musang jetty.

“So, this could be confusing to
visitors because of the different
names when they actually refer to
the same place,” he said.

Saibi also hopes that the state
government together with relevant
organisations will continue their
good work of developing Pulau
Aman as a tourist attraction.

Ketika berbelanja di pasar, pastikan
tangan anda bersih dan menjaga jarak sosial
(sekurang-kurangnya 1 meter) daripada orang lain




uStory by Christopher Tan
=Pix by Alissala Thian

ENANG’S domestic tourism
Pis off to a good start as the

state’s economy regains its
momentum during the recovery
movement control order (RMCO)
period.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mitee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said the state has many places
of attraction and Pulau Jerejak is
definitely one of the destinations
that travellers must visit.

“Pulau Jerejak, which houses
the Jerejak Island Resort and
Jerejak Pantai Ku, is a very good
destination for visitors. It is popu-
lar among Penangites and tourists
from other states.

“The number of domestic trav-
ellers to Penang has been increas-
ing and | have confidence that
our tourism economy can recover
soon,” he said after visiting Pulau

Yeoh showing he card that is used for transactions on Pulau

Jerejak. With him are Kok Liang (centre) and Sean (right).

Jerejak on July 4.

Yeoh said that the island had
transformed into one of the most
Instagrammable destinations in
Penang.

“Itis rich in history and heritage
besides its amazing scenery and
attractions.

“We hope that the island can
attract more visitors to Penang,”
he added.

Yeoh also lauded the cashless
transaction system on the island.

“I understand that the manage-
ment has initiated the cashless
transaction system on Jerejak Is-
land. In this era of digjtalisation,
smart tourism is the way forward.

“We encourage tourism opera-
tors in Penang to embark on this
digital journey together,” Yeoh
said.

His business partner Sean Teh
welcomed travellers to visit and
experience the beauty of Pulau
Jerejak.

{ &The)jetty/on|Pulau Jérejak is
an|Instagram:worthy/spot.

Penjual di pasar, jaga keselamatan pelanggan dengan
mencuci dan sanitasi semua permukaan
yang digunakan untuk penyediaan makanan dan
sentiasa mengamalkan mencuci tangan dengan bersih

Sharing their joy of holldaylng in Penang

WITH the ban on inter-state travel
now lifted, tourists are starting to
return to one of Malaysia's favou-
rite holiday destinations - Penang.

Several promotional activities
announced by the Penang govern-
ment have helped push positive
response amongst local holiday-
makers.

Tourism, which was one of the
top contributors to the state’'s
coffers before the movement con-
trol order was imposed on March
18, was virtually paralysed by the
Covid-19 pandemic. But with the
reopening of the state borders
recently, domestic tourism in Pen-
ang is buzzing once again.

Buletin Mutiara on July 14 in-

terviewed some of the travel en-
thusiasts for choosing Penang as
their holiday destination. Below
are their comments:
Neesha Sangara Narayanan,
35,  writer
from Kuala
Lumpur:

“I have
always been
a huge fan
of heritage
hotels in
Penang. The
hotels  not
only provide great hospitality and
facilities, but also there is always
something new to learn from
these beautifully preserved build-
ings.

“I'm truly excited to be back in
Penang, my most favourite inter-
state holiday destination after
almost three months. | am just
going to have a wonderful time

enjoying the irresistibly delicious
food and amazing tourist attrac-
tions.”

Angela Theseira, 39, business
owner  from :
Malacca:

“Penang is
like my sec-
ond home
because it's
just wonderful
how a state
can attract a
person based on various aspects
such as food, entertainment, inter-
national festivals and the beautiful
architectural buildings.

“My kids really enjoy the beau-
tiful beaches in Penang; there-
fore, my husband and | always
make it a point to bring them
down during the school holidays.

“I would like to thank the Pen-
ang government for introducing
some really good hotels and tour-
ist attraction deals because as
a frequent traveller to the state,
the offers are useful.”

Puteri Sherina, 39, senior man-
ager from Kuala Lumpur:

“Penang is doing exceptionally
well, especially when the state
has introduced some really cool
travel deals ever since inter-state
travel was given the green light.
Knowing the state’s popularity in
terms of food, hotels, mind-blow-
ing heritage buildings and beach-
es, it is great how the state au-
thorities reacted with an action
plan to revive the tourism sector
during this Covid-19 pandemic.

“Finally, | can enjoy my favou-
rite mouth-watering meals.”

B
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ALAYSIAN frontliners are
welcome to enjoy compli-
mentary admission pass-

es as well as, attractive discounts
on accommodation and attractions
during their well-deserved break in
Penang.

Those who are planning to hold
their wedding in Penang can also
enjoy once-in-alifetime deals!

These privileges, under the
“Thank You Frontliners” campaign,
are offered to frontliners as a ges-
ture of appreciation by the state
government and the Penang tour-
ism industry players.

Penang Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said
the tourism industry players, espe-
cially the Malaysian Association of
Hotels (MAH) and the Association of
Tourism Attractions Penang (ATAP),
had shown great support towards
the campaign as part of their cor-

Salute to the
frontliners

porate social responsibility (CSR)
contribution to the community.

“Meanwhile, the members of the
Penang Wedding Professional As-
sociation (PWPA) have curated 62
amazing offers under its own cam-
paign known as the PWPACares,”
Yeoh said in his speech before
launching the “Thank You Frontlin-
ers” campaign at The TOP Komtar
on July 10.

The campaign has three exciting
deals for frontliners to enjoy to the
fullest in Penang, namely — Front-
liner Hotel Deals, Frontliner Attrac-
tion Deals, and Frontliner Wedding
Deals (which include the offers un-
der PWPACares).

“It is our way of saying thank you
to the frontliners for their sacrifices
and contributions.

“They have worked non-stop,
including weekends and during the
festive seasons, to curb the spread
of the Covid-19 pandemic while
most of us stayed home.

“Some of these heroes even
had to postpone their wedding just

(From left) Low, Ooi, Yeoh, Ch'ng and Khoo promotmg the ‘Thank You Frontlmers campaign
at the Rainbow Skywalk.

to keep us safe,” he said.

MAH Penang Chapter chairman
Khoo Boo Lim said the association
looked forward to receiving more
visitors to Penang.

He said hotels in Penang were
recovering from the losses incurred
due to the pandemic.

ATAP chairman Ch'ng Huck

Theng welcomed frontliners and
other visitors to check out the vari-
ous attractions in the state.

“Penang has it all. We are proud
of our attractions and our frontlin-
ers!” he said.

PWPA chairman Low Chin Siang
said Penang is the ideal destination
for an unforgettable wedding.

Penang Global Tourism (PGT)
chief executive officer Ooi Chok
Yan also shared a short video pre-
sentation of the state’s initiatives
during the movement control order
(MCO) period.

For more details on the ‘Thank
You Frontliners’ campaign, visit
https://penangtraveldeals.com/

PSERCC aims to keep wheels of economy turning

THE Penang Socio Economic
Recovery Consultative Council
(PSERCC) is striving to get Pen-
ang back on the road to economic
recovery.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow

chaired its first meeting in Komtar
on June 29 to discuss the state’s
current economic issues and
identify the challenges that hinder
economic growth in the ongoing
Covid-19 pandemic.

Various issues involving tour-
ism (domestic, international and
medical), housing, digitalisation,
investment, retrenchment, unem-
ployment, wage subsidy and infra-
structure were discussed.

After a fruitful discussion,
Chow said the six working groups
in the PSERCC would meet prob-
ably in the next two weeks and
develop strategies on how to
overcome the challenges before
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presenting them to the next coun-
cil meeting.

The six working groups are
headed by Deputy Chief Minister
| Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman (Industry/SMI/SME/re-
tail sector), Deputy Chief Minister
Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy (labour
market sector), state executive
councillors Jagdeep Singh Deo
(housing), Zairil Khir Johari (infra-
structure & transport), Yeoh Soon
Hin (tourism sector) and Dr Nor-
lela Ariffin (food industry).

All of them were present to-
gether with state Financial Officer
Datuk Sarul Bahiyah Abu, Chief
Minister’s special investment ad-
viser Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon,
Northern Corridor Implementation
Authority chief executive officer
Datuk Seri Jebasingam Issace
John, Penang Science Cluster
and Penang Tech Centre board di-
rector Datuk Seri Wong Siew Hai,
Penang Port Sdn Bhd chairman
Datuk Syed Mohamad Aidid Syed
Murtaza, Penang Rehda chairman
Datuk Toh Chin Leong, Malaysian
Association of Hotels (Penang
chapter) chairman Khoo Boo Lim,
Digital Penang CEO Tony Yeoh and
Penang Institute executive direc-
tor Datuk Dr Ooi Kee Beng.
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State launches RTO scheme at Desa Wawasan flats

HAPPINESS was clearly reflected
on the faces of 26 residents of
Desa Wawasan Flats in Bukit Mer-
tajam when they were selected to
receive the offer letter for a rent-
to-own (RTO) housing scheme on
July 4.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said this is the first RTO scheme
initiated at the flats involving Block
B of Desa Wawasan with 150 units
out of 456 units available.

“Our main objective is to con-
vert all units in Block B into RTO
scheme but we will do it in phases
as there are units that need some
repair works to be completed first.

“Those who are selected are
from the ‘good payer’ category,
which means they don’t have any
outstanding payments in terms of
rent and maintenance.

“Through the scheme, tenants
will have to pay RM240 monthly

III.I| ¥

The majestic Town'Hall is
set to get a new look.

RM8m|I facelift

for Town Hall

uStory by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Adleena Rahayu Ahmad

Radzi

Gheritage building, the Town
Hall located in Jalan Padang

Kota Lama, is undergoing an RM8

million restoration and conserva-

tion works to maintain its heritage

value.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said the restoration
works for the 140-year-old heritage
building would take 18 months to
be completed.

He said work commenced on
June 16 this year and the comple-
tion date would be on Dec 15,
2021.

“The restoration works in-
volve the whole structure of the
21,215sq ft building such as me-
chanical and electrical works, pip-
ing system, roof and floor repairs.

“However, we will maintain the
building’s original layout and archi-
tecture as it falls under the George-
town Unesco (United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganisation) World Heritage Site.

“This is important as we must
comply with the strict conditions

EORGE TOWN'’s oldest

imposed by Unesco or we might
risk being delisted from their heri-
tage listing.

“As an example, one of the strict
conditions that must be followed is
that we have to use the same ma-
terials that had been used for the
building before.

“So, if we cannot get it locally,
we have to source for it internation-
ally and this applies to all heritage
buildings in Penang under Unesco
to preserve the building’s heritage
value. The state government takes
this very seriously,” Jagdeep told
reporters during his visit to the con-
struction site on July 2.

Also present was Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang.

Jagdeep added that since
George Town has been listed by
Unesco as a world heritage site in
July 2008, the state government
has proactively done its part to
ensure the preservation of all the
heritage buildings.

“This includes the restoration
works of the Fort Cornwallis moat
and the Queen Victoria Clock Tower
as well as the strengthening of the
Esplanade seawall, work on the
Lebuh Light promenade and im-
provements to Dewan Sri Pinang,”
he said.

Chow presenting the offer letter for a rent-to-own (RTO) housing unit to one of the selected residents while
Chong Eng (second from right), Seberang Perai City Council mayor Datuk Rozali Mohamud (right), Jagdeep
(third from left) and other state officers look on.

(each unit costs RM42,000) for
a 15-year period without any inter-
est before the ownership is trans-
ferred to them.

“But, if they can pay more than
that, it would be good for them
as they can own the house faster
than the period given.

“This shows the state govern-
ment is committed to helping
the lower income group to buy
their first home through the RTO
scheme,” Chow said in his speech
at the offer letter handing-over cer-
emony at Desa Wawasan Flats in
Bukit Mertajam on July 4.

Also present were state Local
Government, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh Deo, Padang
Lalang assemblyman Chong Eng,
who is also the state executive
councillor for Women & Family De-
velopment, Gender Inclusiveness
& Non-slamic Religious Affairs

and Seberang Perai City Council
mayor Datuk Rozali Mohamud.

According to Chow, Desa Wa-
wasan Flats consists of two blocks
of 912 units with about 2,500 resi-
dents occupying them since 1999.

Each unit has two bedrooms
and one bathroom.

“Previously, all the units were
rented for a specific period of time
to households earning not more
than RM2,000 at a monthly rental
of RM100.

“But, some of them are still not
able to buy their own home even
though they have rented the units
for more than 10 years.

“Thus, after some consid-
eration, the state government
has decided to initiate the RTO
scheme.

“We believe this is a balanced
approach for the tenants, espe-
cially for those who are able to
pay RM240 monthly under the

scheme. Those who are not ca
pable, they can continue to pay
the monthly rent of RM100,” he
added.

Chow also announced that the
state government would allocate
RM1.5 million to repair some of
the damaged units at Desa Wa-
wasan Flats, especially in Block B.

According to Jagdeep, currently
there are 2,474 housing units un-
der the RTO scheme in Penang.

“Our goal is to have 18,000 RTO
units by 2030. We are also looking
forward to adding more units to be
rolled out under the RTO scheme.

“This is very important because
one of the main reasons for the
RTO scheme is to overcome the
high loan rejection rates for first-
time home buyers.

“This shows that the state gow-
ernment is taking the housing is-
sue very seriously and we care for
our people,” he said.
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CHIEF MINISTER OF PENANG INCORPORATED

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The offer is made to local bidders to participate in the Request for Proposal as follows:-
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT AND
MANAGEMENT OF BAYU SENJA COMPLEX, BANDAR BATU FERINGGHI,
NORTH EAST DISTRICT, PENANG, MALAYSIA
15th JULY 2020 (WEDNESDAY)

15th SEPTEMBER 2020 (TUESDAY)

1. The RFP can be downloaded from the Penang State Government portal at
http://www.penang.gov.my/ from 15th July 2020 and to be submitted to the
Secretariat by 15th September 2020.

2. Completed proposal should be sealed in an envelope clearly marked at the top righthand
corner of the parcel as ‘Request For Proposal For The Redevelopment And
Management Of Bayu Senja Complex, Bandar Batu Feringghi,

North East District, Penang, Malaysia'. Bidders are requested to submit the proposal
before 12.00 noon on 15th September 2020 to:
The Secretariat,
Chief Minister of Penang Incorporated (CMI),
Level 47, KOMTAR,
10503 Penang, Malaysia.

3.Proposals submitted after the closing date will not be entertained.

4.Any enquiries please contact CMI Office at 04-650 5711 / 04-6505679 or
email to sitihajarabdulrahim@penang.gov.my.
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Circular

economy thea:
way forward ==

TE Penang Green Council
(PGC) has been appointed as
the lead stakeholder for the
Stakeholders Consultations for the
Circular Cities Project by Interna
tional Urban Cooperation (IUC) Asia.

IUC Asia is currently working on
the Circular Cities Project which
aims at fostering city-to-city cooper-
ation between Penang and several
European cities.

The project is financed by the Eu-
ropean Union (EU).

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said he was happy to take part in
the Stakeholders Consultations we-
binar on July 2.

“Today’s webinar, by IUC Asia
and co-organised by PGC, provides
a platform for continuous collabo-
ration on circular economy efforts
in Malaysia. It also promotes city-
tocity cooperation between cities
in Europe and Penang in three key
areas — research and innovation,
knowledge transfer of best practic-
es, and exploring investments and
business opportunities,” he said in
his welcoming remarks.

Chow shared the state’s efforts
in reducing the use of single-use
plastics.

“Penang took the lead to launch
the ‘No Free Plastic Bag Day’ in
2009.

“Since last year, we have gradu-

ally implemented the ‘No Plastic
Bag Day’ on Mondays, Tuesdays
and Wednesdays. We have also in-
troduced the ‘No Plastic Straws by
Default’ campaign.

“Penang is the first state to ban
the use of polystyrene.

“We are working towards reduc-
ing plastic waste being sent to our
landfill,” Chow said.

He added the Penang govern-
ment launched the “Waste Segre-
gation at Source” policy in 2016.

“We have achieved the high-
est recycling rate in the country at
46.61% last year and we strive to
improve further,” Chow said.

Chow said waste is an untapped
resource for bioenergy.

“The lack of a functioning sys-
tem for sustainable waste manage-
ment is an area where change is
necessary,” he said.

Among the participants in the
webinar were Penang Welfare, Car-
ing Society and Environment Com-
mittee chairman Phee Boon Poh,
Penang Island City Council mayor
Datuk Yew Tung Seang, Seberang
Perai City Council mayor Datuk Ro-
zali Mohamud, PGC general man-
ager Josephine Tan, IUC Asia sus-
tainable urban development expert
team leader Pablo Gandara and IUC
Asia circular economy consultant
Jacqueline Chang.

<
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Chow joins the
Stakeholders
Consultations
webinar.
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REMASI BANDAR

PULAU PINANG

Teh is delighted that the UTC at Komtar will be operational soon.

UTC boost for businesses near Komtar

THE first Urban Transforma-
tion Centre (UTC) in Penang,
which is scheduled to open its
doors by next month, is set to
generate business growth in
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the vicinity.

The UTC in Komtar, a feder-
al government initiative under
the Finance Ministry, is aimed
at providing government and
private sector services to the
people under one roof.

Komtar assemblyman Teh
Lai Heng said the establish-
ment of UTC could revitalise
and promote economic over-
flow to the businesses in the
state administrative complex.

“It can help to boost busi-
nesses in Komtar and provide
opportunities for the traders
to increase their income.

“As the Komtar assembly-
man, | am absolutely delighted
with the setting up of UTC in
Komtar.

“As far as | know, there are
13 agencies to be housed at
UTC in Komtar,” he told Bule-
tin Mutiara during an interview
in Komtar.

Among the agencies that
will operate in UTC Komtar are

Public Services Commission,
Royal Malaysian Police, Im-
migration Department, Health
Department, National Higher
Education Fund Corporation,
Road Transport Department,
Inland Revenue Board, Tele-
kom, National Registration De-
partment and JobsMalaysia.

Teh said the announcement
of the opening of UTC Komtar
would be made by the finance
ministry.

Commenting on the possi-
bility of traffic jams in the area
once the UTC is opened, Teh
said there are plenty of park-
ing lots available.

“It should not be a problem
as there will also be traffic
personnel on duty,” he said.

The RM10.38 million proj-
ect was earlier scheduled to
be completed in March this
year.

However, it was postponed
due to the movement control
order (MCO).
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E reopening of private and

I public swimming pools on July

1 has received mixed reac-

tions from the public after over a

three-month closure due to the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

A check by Buletin Mutiara on
some swimming pool complexes
on the island and mainland found
that the pool operators are comply-
ing with the strict standard oper-
ating procedures (SOPs) such as
providing lifeguards and observers
or supervisors to ensure that the
number of people in the pool is
controlled at all times.

Public as well as private pools
at hotels, gated residences, apart-
ments and condominiums have
been allowed to be used from July
1 as announced recently by Senior
Minister (Defence) Datuk Seri Is-
mail Sabri Yaakob.

Buletin  Mutiara approached
some Penangijtes to know more
about their opinions regarding the
matter. Below are their views:

Nur Azwina Shah Bodin, 28, cus-
tomer service
executive:

“Firstly,
| welcome
the decision
by the fed- o B
eral govern- Y
ment to allow x.fg__f
these places

to reopen. But for me, | will not go

to the swimming pool complex near
my place yet as | am still cautious
about the SOPs practised by the
pool operator.

“The Covid-19 transmission, |
think, can easily take place through
a wet medium. Besides that, it is a
lot harder to clean and sanitise wet
areas compared to dry ones. | am
also living with my parents who are
already above 60 years old, so | will
not jeopardise their health by going
to the pool.

“So for now, | will wait at least
a fortnight to assess the situation.
For me, prevention is better than
cure.”
Brian Chen, 30, engineer:

“The man-
agement of
the  condo-
minium that |
live in in Perai
has decided
not to reopen
the swim-
ming pool yet
and | totally
agree with their decision.

“Even when they decide to re-
open the pool, | will definitely not go
for a dip yet. My worry is about the
water that might be contaminated
by droplets from other swimmers.

“Thus, it can potentially cause
a virus transmission and create
a new Covid-19 cluster from the
swimming pool.

“l am just being cautious here
as | think it is better to avoid such
places for the time being.”

k|

Azhar Mat Zahir, 44, lawyer:

“I was very happy when | heard
the announcement that they are
going to permit the reopening of
swimming pools.

“Before the implementation of
the movement control order (MCO),
| regularly went to the public swim-
ming pool at the Seberang Perai

.!Il:!l

City Council (MBSP) Sports and
Recreational Complex in Bukit Mer-
tajam as part of my exercise rou-
tine. So, when officially reopened
today, | instantly went there to re-
sume my swimming routine.

“l am also satisfied with the pre-
cautionary measures taken by the
pool operator like limiting the num-
ber of swimmers using the pool
and sanitising the facility regularly.”

Tang Joi Peng, 67, retiree:

“Based on my experience
swimming in the pool at Taman
Sri Rambai today, | can say that
| am more confident now to come
to the pool again.
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“This is because | could see that
the pool operator is strictly comply-
ing with the SOPs. But if there are
too many people there, | would
want to avoid the place.

“I think the public must take pre-
cautions too and not solely depend
on the pool operators alone to curb
the spread of the virus. It is every-
one’s responsibility.”

CCTV cameras to help
ensure public compliance

BESIDES helping to fight crime,
closed-circuit television (CCTV)
cameras installed by the Pen-
ang government are now being
used to ensure public compli-
ance with the standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs) in view
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

“The state government, through
its local councils, is utilising the
CCTV cameras to detect and track
down those who do not comply
with the SOPs in public places.
We can take faster action against
those who refuse to abide by the
procedures and laws,” state Local
Government, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh Deo told re-
porters after visiting the Intelligent
Operation Centre (I0C) in Komtar
on June 25.

Jagdeep said a total of 1,177
CCTV cameras had been installed
in Penang, with 935 on Penang is-
land and 242 on the mainland.

“Another 88 CCTV cameras are

scheduled to be installed by the
end of this year.

“A total of 450 CCTV camer-
as on the island and 25 on the
mainland are equipped with video
analytics which allows for facial
recognition.

“We are upgrading 78 CCTV
cameras on the island for them
to be equipped with video analyt-
ics, and we are looking forward to
improving more CCTV cameras in
the future.

“The Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) and Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP) are working
closely with the police to ensure
public safety.

“We are also considering other
smart alternatives to ascertain
public compliance besides the
usage of CCTV cameras,” Jag-
deep said.

He was pleased to note that the
public compliance rate in premises
that were allowed to operate since
the start of the movement control

order (MCO) until June 25 has been
improving and satisfying.

“The local councils have con-
ducted checks on 170,964 prem-
ises on the island and 296,277 on
the mainland as of today (June 25).

“The compliance rate on the is-

land is 99.67% while it is 99.25%
on the mainland.

“Both local councils will contin-
ue to monitor the premises during
this recovery movement control or-
der (RMCO).

“The public must not be too

complacent. The fight against Co-
vid-19 is not over,” he said.

Jagdeep added that the state-
level National Security Council
(MKN) has established seven spe-
cial committees to look into Co-
vid-19 matters in Penang.

LINDUNGI DIRI, KELUARGA DAN KOMUNITI KITA
Amalkan 4P
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Chow with Yeoh (fourth from left) and Phee (fifth from left) in a group picture with the
contributors and representatives from the respective homes.

Changing lives
through art

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

EEING the plight of non-
Sproﬁt and charity organisa-

tions, local artist Ch'ng
Huck Theng has decided to put
his skill to good use - mainly to
support some charitable homes
in Penang.

The devastating effect of Cov-
id-19 on many businesses and in-
dustries has had aripple effect on
charity organisations which have
suffered from the lack of funds to
run their premises and activities.

Ch’ng, who is an award-winning
artist, donated three of his latest
contemporary paintings to raise

funds for the homes.

The paintings comprised the
“One Stroke Chinese Calligraphy
Painting” series and mixed-media
artworks.

Three avid art collectors — June
Goh, Tan Wei Xin and J.C. Ong -
purchased the three paintings
from Ch’ng, raising a total amount
of RM20,000.

The amount was distributed
equally to four charitable homes
— the Penang Shan Children’s
Home, Penang Fo Yi Hemodialy-
sis Society, The Community Chest
and Permatang Tinggi Old Folks
Home.

The funds were channelled to
the respective organisations in
the presence of Chief Minister

Chow Kon Yeow in Komtar on
June 24.

Ch'ng said art is a powerful
medium to depict a story.

“We are able to ‘capture’ his-
torical and memorable events via
art,” he said.

Ch'ng is also the Penang Art
Society president.

His artworks have been col-
lected by international and local
art institutions such as ENSBA in
Paris, Shanghai Art Museum, Sin-
gapore Art Museum and National
Art Gallery Malaysia.

Chow lauded Ch’ng’s kindness
towards the needy organisations.

He also thanked the art col-
lectors for helping the charitable
homes through their purchases.

Also present were state Tour-
ism Development, Arts, Culture,
and Heritage Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin and state Wel-
fare, Caring Society and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh and representatives of
the homes.

i PENANG
o SMART
PARKING

Penang Smart Parking
is now available on
Huawei
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Slope restorafion shows

govt cares for the people

THE completion of a slope resto-
ration project at Jalan Tun Sardon
in the southwest district on Penang
island shows that the state govern-
ment is concerned with the infra-
structure needs of Penangites.

State Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari said the state is
committed to the wellbeing of the
people, particularly those in Balik
Pulau.

“The slope in Jalan Tun Sardon
was repaired following a landslide.
The state had approved a RM10
million allocation for such purpos-
es last year.

“However, the contractor’s bid
for the project was RM7,455,500
while the total cost of the complet-
ed project was RM6.83 million,
resulting in a saving of RM3.17
million.

“An open tender was called on
Feb 21 last year and Nilai Cekal
Sdn Bhd was appointed to carry
out the restoration.

“They used soil nailing tech-
nique as a construction remedial
measure to stabilise the areas. It
was done by inserting steel into
the soil.

“The works were completed on
March 9 this year before the move-
ment control order (MCO) was im-
posed on March 18.

“Besides that, the project was
completed 16 days ahead of
schedule, thanks to the coopera-
tion between the contractor and
Public Works Department,” he
said.

Zairil added that works on three
more slopes in Jalan Jeep, Bukit
Gambir and another in the south-
west district are ongoing.
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Get rewarded when you recycle

ECYCLING does have its re-
Rgard and Penangites should
rab this opportunity to win

some great prizes!

Penang Green Council has col-
laborated with Riiicycle, a mobile
app for green lifestyle that will
ease the process of recycling while
providing a cutting-edge incentive
and reward system when you send
in recyclables such as plastic, alu-
minium and steel cans and paper.

Download the mobile app from
I0S App Store or Android Play
Store and register now to get ex-
tra Riiipoints that you can use to
redeem vouchers and enjoy other
benefits from the merchants.

New users are entitled to 99
Riiipoints upon regjstration while
existing Penang Green Citizens un-
der Penang Green Council’s pledg-
ing programme will be credited
with another 100 points right away
by just verifying your green code
and email address.

The first 1,000 Green Citizens
will get 300 Riiipoints instead of
100 upon registration!

Waste management has always

Riiicycle is.a mobie app Thal gives out
renwards when you live o green fifestyde,

REGISTER
NOW!

Collect Rilipodnis now Dy

become an issue in our daily lives
because going for zero waste is
still a long journey for all.

As we encourage everyone to
reduce waste generation, we are
also looking into a better solution
to collect and segregate our trash
to make it treasure.

Referring to Penang’'s Waste
Segregation at Source policy, our
waste should be segregated into

two basic channels, which is the
general waste and recyclables.

Recycling is a way to reduce the
burden of landfills and making use
of our limited resources on Earth.

It has become a norm for us to
practise recycling as a global citi-
zen so that we can protect our en-
vironment for our future.

But how do we benefit from this
whole cycle at the same time?

All you need to do is to collect
recyclables and contact Riiicycle
team to collect it respectively from
your household or send the recy-
clables to the selected location at
specific times to get Riiipoints.

There are five collection sta-
tions in collaboration with E-llusion
to collect e-waste by snap and
throw with rewards, so now you
know where to send your broken

electronics and gadgets - and get
rewarded in the process!

Meanwhile, users can also
collect more Riiipoints by partici-
pating in online quizzes or future
events!

There are various kinds of
rewards that can be redeemed
based on the Riiipoints collected.
The participating merchants are Ar-
abica Estate, Simply Leafy, Jobelle
Skin Solution, OWL Bulk Store,
Macallum Connoisseurs Coffee,
Digi, Celcom, Global Nature, Mi-
kugraphy, Gao Enough Tea, Dr.
House Home Inspection, LSL Easy
Life, Silver Owl Production, Tesco,
Thong Thai Fusion, CMYK Interior
Design, Xi Meng Ding Taiwan De-
light, Kenko Sushi,

Let’s be a part of the solution,
not a part of the pollution!

This  revolutionary  solution
which leverages on a mobile app
will be able to help inspire environ-
mental change.

Check out Riiicycle’s Facebook
page @riiicycle or visit their official
website at www.riiicycle.com for
more information today!

Keluasan Tanah: 1786 kps

Pemaju:

RUMAH TERES 2 TIHGKI;T
Keluasan Rumah: 20 x 45 kps

PREMIER CITY LAND SDN BHD toessisn
No. 1932, Sungai Udang, Nibong Tebal,
14310 Seberang Perai Selatan, Pulau Pinang.

1el: 04-5982 888 raxs:04-5982 555

RUMAH BANGLO 2 TIHGAT )
Keluasan Rumah: 32.7 x44.8 kps
Keluasan Tanah: 2842 kps

+ Mo Lbsen Pemaju: 15339-1,03 20000041 (L) Temnpoh Sahe 03032015 Bingga OMO4/ 2020
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+ Bl Pelare 1(A-0) « Tarikh ¥elulusan: 27 Agril 2015+ Fegangan Tanah: Hakmiik kekal
+Bebanan Tanah: CIMB Eark Berhad « Tanith Dijangia Siap: Oiktober 2019 Harga Jualan: Fumzh Teres 1 Tinghat
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FME18.000.00 (Mind-RM714,110.30 (Makl, Fsa 2 16 Unit, RMS13,000.00 (Min-743,388.51 (Mak:
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RUMAH BERKEMBAR 2 TINGKAT

Keluasan Tanah: 24x45 kps
Keluasan Binaan: 2271 kps

TAMAN SERI EMAS INDAH NIBONG TEBAL, PULAU PINANG

Hakmilik Kekal
5% Diskaun untuk Bumiputera

KEDAI / PEJABAT 2 & 3 TINGKAT
Keluasan Tanah: 24x45 kps

Keluasan Binaan: 2271 kps
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