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® State records almost RM6.8 billion in approved manufacturing ® Remaining 4% (RM321.1m) is approved manufacturing
FDI for the period of January to March this year. domestic direct investments (DDI).

® Top manufacturing FDI from Switzerland, the ® Last year Penang top in terms of approved
United States and Singapore. manufacturing FDI with RM15 billion.

® State’s approved manufacturing FDI accounts for 96% of @ State attracts 32 manufacturing projects which are
Penang’s manufacturing investment inflows in 1Q2020. expected to create 4,035 new job opportunities.
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We are thankful for
the strong confidence
placed in us by the
multinational corporations
, —\Chief Minister
ow. Kon Yeow’

PENANG again
tops list of approved Q‘i?é’n‘n’?ﬁﬁ.'{:,“n‘is
manufacturing -

foreign direct
investments for 1Q2020
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ESPITE the dark clouds
Dof Covid-19 hanging over

the whole world, Penang
has something to cheer about.

The state has again topped
the list of approved manufactur-
ing foreign direct investments
(FDI) for the first quarter of this
year (1Q2020) - after taking pole
position with RM15 billion for
the whole of last year.

For the period of January to
March this year, Penang record-
ed a promising RM6.8 billion
in approved manufacturing FDI
- not bad indeed for one of the
smallest states in the country.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the approved manufac-
turing FDI in the state account-
ed for 96% of Penang’s manu-
facturing investment inflows in
1Q2020.

“The remaining 4% or
RM321.1 million was approved
manufacturing domestic direct
investments (DDI).

“I am pleased to note that
Penang is a major contributor to-
wards the country’s FDI.

“We contributed 64% share of
Malaysia’'s total FDI. The state
plays a crucial role in driving
Malaysia’'s participation in the
global supply chain.

“We are thankful for the
strong confidence placed in us
by the multinational corpora-
tions,” Chow told a press con-
ference at his office in Komtar
on July 22.

Chow revealed that the top

manufacturing FDI for the first
quarter of this year were from
Switzerland, the United States
and Singapore.

He said Penang received re-
markable investments such as
projects from Dexcom and LEM
International.

Chow also spoke about Pen-
ang’s RM7.1 billion in total ap-
proved manufacturing invest-
ments (FDI and DDI) for 1Q2020
amidst the challenging global
macroeconomic environment.

“We successfully garnered
32 manufacturing projects in
1Q2020, which are expected to
create 4,035 new job opportuni-
ties in Penang.

“The machinery and equip-
ment, scientific and measuring
equipment (which include medi-
cal devices) as well as the elec-
trical and electronics industries
collectively constituted 95%
of the state’s total approved
manufacturing investments for
1Q2020.

“This encouraging invest-
ment performance for 1Q2020
exceeded our expectations,”
he said.

Chow

said, nevertheless,

DI cha

Penang expects 2020’s invest-
ment inflow to the state to be
lower than the 2019 all-time-
high of RM16.9 billion.

“We are mindful that the glob-
al FDI outlook is on a downtrend

until at least 2021, and that the |
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public health challenges will per-
sist in the near future.

“The Penang government will
remain vigilant in our efforts
to attract high-quality and high-
technology investments,” Chow
said.

He added that the state gov-
ernment, through InvestPenang,
Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC) and other relevant
agencies, is committed to as-
sisting investors and to facili-
tate project implementations on
the ground.

He also thanked federal
government agencies such as
Malaysian Investment Develop-
ment Authority (Mida) for work-
ing with InvestPenang in attract-
ing high-quality investments to
the state.

Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon,
the special investment adviser
to the Chief Minister, said the
Penang government has been
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A visibly jubilant Chow is thankful that Penang is a
destination of choice for investors.

very supportive towards attract-
ing investors to the state.

“The RM7.1 billion in total ap-
proved manufacturing investments
for 1Q2020 is the fruit of our work
since 2019 - a ‘flow over’ from
2019 to 2020,” he said.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister | Datuk Ahmad Za-

kiyuddin Abdul Rahman, Deputy
Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy, state executive council
members Yeoh Soon Hin, Jag-
deep Singh Deo, Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain, Chong Eng and
Soon Lip Chee. Joining them was
InvestPenang chief executive of-
ficer Datuk Loo Lee Lian.

Boost for domestic tourism

PENANG has welcomed the Ma-
laysia Inbound Chinese Associa-
tion (Mica) to further promote do-
mestic tourism in the state.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said the association’s “FOLIDAY
Campaign” aimed at promoting
Penang as the education and
heritage destination of choice
for interstate travellers and the
China market.

“The FOLIDAY Campaign is
rather unique as it encompasses
both short and longterm ap-
proaches to boost local tourism.

“Through this campaign, local
tourists can visit Penang now and
enjoy the tour packages; while
foreign travellers can experience
Penang later when international
borders reopen.

“The campaign will boost our
domestic economy besides cre-
ating job opportunities for the lo-
cal community.

“I was informed that Mica is
confident of attracting 500,000
domestic tourists to Penang from
July to December this year,” Yeoh
said in his speech before launch-
ing the FOLIDAY Campaign in
Penang on July 17.

Mica president Datuk Dr Angie
Ng said the concept of FOLIDAY
is for tourists to travel with their
friends and family, have fun and
enjoy lots of freebies.

“We have selected six states
to launch our FOLIDAY Campaign,
namely Terengganu (islands),
Perak (retreat), Penang (educa-
tion and heritage), Johor (MICE),
Sarawak (Culture) and Sabah
(Nature),” she said.

Penang Global Tourism chief
executive officer Ooi Chok Yan
presented several short videos
that highlighted the exciting plac-
es of interest in Penang.

“Penang has received over 50
accolades in the past 10 years.

“The state is known as the
preferred destination for MICE,
cruise, medical, education and
wedding,” he said.

Among the tourism industry
players who took part in the
networking session were Pen-
ang Hill Corporation, The TOP
Penang, The Habitat Penang
Hill, Entopia, The Wembley and
Cititel Express, G Hotel, M Sum-
mit 191 Executive Hotel Suites,
Hotel Equatorial, Lexis Suites
Penang and DoubleTree Resort
by Hilton Penang.
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R some of them it was a

F)ng eight-year wait but when

July 20 arrived, it was a joyful

day for three stateless children and

two red identity card (IC) holders

when they were finally granted Ma-
laysian citizenship.

The “Program Kewarganega-
raan Pulau Pinang”, which was
established in 2013, was aimed at
addressing the stateless problem
faced by different communities,
including the Malays, Chinese, In-

dians and other races.

Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof Dr
P. Ramasamy said a special citizen-
ship assistance committee, com-
prising five special officers, was
set up to coordinate citizenship ap-
plications in all five districts in the
state.

“Since 2013 until February
2020, the programme has ben-
efited 1,539 stateless individuals
in Penang to gain their citizenship,”
Ramasamy told Buletin Mutiara af-
ter the event.

One of the beneficiaries was
nineyear-old Tarvind Jayden Nair,
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who was adopted by Mathavan Nair
and wife Amatjit Kaur.

“Due to my wife’s health condi-
tion, we were unable to have kids.
So, we decided to adopt Tarvind
who has given us nothing but just
happiness.

“We had to wait for eight years
before getting the approval from
the ministry (Home Ministry), but it
was worth it because now our son
is a Malaysian citizen,” Mathavan
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told Buletin Mutiara during a brief
interview session.

Housewife Sapiah Hamzah was
overwhelmed after her adopted
son, Mohamad Safuan Ghouse Ab-
dul Rahim, eight, gained his certifi-
cate of Malaysian citizenship after
eight long years.

“I would like to thank the min-
istry and Penang government for
playing important roles to ensure
the approval of my son’s applica-

tion,” she said.

Ng Swee Lin, 66, said after two
failed attempts to acquire a blue IC,
he could finally rejoice over the fact
that his application was approved.

“My application was unsuccess-
ful in 1978 and 2011 before it was
approved in 2015. | thank the Pen-
ang government for showing great
support in this matter and hope
they will keep up the good work,”
said Ng.

Exploring wonders of

BALIK Pulau, famous for its
green lung and ecosystem, has
huge potential to become a
well-known tourism destination.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Heritage and Culture Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said Balik Pulau could be fur-
ther developed into one of the
popular places of interest.

To achieve that, he said plans
are afoot for a series of tourism
products for Balik Pulau which
is already noted for its quality
durian and laksa.

“This initiative by the office of
Gooi Seong Kin, special coordi-
nator to the Chief Minister, will
be divided into a few themes to

SN

promote tourism.

“The themes are heritage,
eco-tourism, family oriented and
mangrove forests.

“This will definitely create a
platform to take Balik Pulau’s
tourism to greater heights,” he
told Buletin Mutiara after visit-
ing the Audi Dream Farm in Sun-
gai Rusa on July 20.

Yeoh added that many do-
mestic tourists and locals have
been flocking to Balik Pulau
ever since inter-state travel was
allowed.

He said a signboard show-
ing directions to the farm
would also be installed near
the Penang International Air-
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port (PIA) in Bayan Lepas.

“This will at least help to
guide the tourists to Balik Pu-
lau conveniently,” he said, add-
ing that the place would be a
focal point to promote tourism.

The farm, which started op-
erations in 2016, has a variety
of birds, including pigeons,
and other animals that have
attracted many visitors re-
cently.

Its owner, Sam Lim Se-
ow Heong, told Buletin

Mutiara that it was a .
suitable attraction /
for the whole / =
family for a get-

away from the

hectic city life.
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He said the farm could pro-
vide an identity for Balik Pulau.
“For example, people can
think of Audi Dream Farm when
they visit Balik Pulau. We want
to instil the farm’s identity
among tourists.
“Apart from that, we will
also introduce an unlimited
family membership for peo-
ple keen to visit the farm.
“We want to educate
the people, particularly
the younger generation,”
he added.

" Lim, the owner hopes
more people will flock to
the farm in Balik Pulau.
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MICE industry Ioks at
September revival
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TE MICE industry in Penang
is expected to recover from
the Covid-19 crisis from Sep-
tember this year.

Penang Convention and Exhibi-
tion Bureau (PCEB) chief executive
officer Ashwin Gunasekeran said
PCEB was optimistic that the na-
tional-level MICE (Meetings, Incen-
tives, Conferences, Exhibitions) in
the state could recover soon.

“We expect the MICE industry in
Penang to recover earliest by Sep-
tember; provided everything goes
well, and if the standard operating
procedures (SOPs) are followed
and the number of Covid-19 cases
remains low.

“As for international events, it
would depend on several factors
which include connectivity. We
hope to receive international-level
conferences next year,” he said
after the launching ceremony of
the Next Normal Guidelines for
Business Events Penang at Setia
SPICE Convention Centre on July
18.

Ashwin revealed that Penang
has received confirmation for a
national-level exhibition in Septem-
ber.

On the Next Normal Guidelines
for Business Events Penang, Ash-

win said the SOPs are divided into
six sectors, namely, venues and
convention centres, hotels, unique
venues, destination management
company (DMC) and transporta-
tion, professional conference or-
ganisers (PCO) and exhibition or-
ganisers, and event and exhibition
suppliers.

“Everyone came together and
agreed with the SOPs, hence there
will be no confusion. We have also
got the approval from the Health
Department,” Ashwin said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the guidelines were aimed at
instilling confidence in organisers,
so that they are confident to host
events in Penang.

“It is to be seen as a concerted

Chow delivering his speech
before the launching
ceremony of the Next Normal
Guidelines for Business
Events Penang at Setia SPICE
Convention Centre.

effort, led by the government and
supported by the various stake-
holders and industries.

“We must work together and
project a united front to show
that we are ready to accept MICE
events in Penang that are sub-
jected to the SOPs that have been
developed,” Chow said.

He added that event organisers
would be thinking of new ways to
organise events with regard to the
new norms.

“The state welcomes organis-
ers to consider the ‘hybrid’ meth-
od when hosting an event. The
‘hybrid’ method can benefit partici-
pants who can be physically pres-
ent at an event and those who can
only attend the event virtually.
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“The organiser can reach out to
a wider target audience if he prac-
tises the ‘hybrid’ method (utilising
the online platform while hosting
his event).

“We can reach out to an unlim-
ited number of participants via on-
line,” he said.

Earlier, Chow commended the
efforts of the frontliners who have
worked extremely hard to control
the Covid-19 outbreak.

“The police, the National Secu-
rity Council, Health Department,
Immigration Department and many
more, have done their best, risked
their own lives and their loved
ones, to keep Penangites safe.

“As a result, the number of Co-
vid-19 cases in Penang is among
the lowest in the country, with only
one death confirmed. With Penang
having a population of about 1.8
million, this is indeed a commend-
able situation.

“Now that we are in the recov-
ery phase, the state leadership is
focusing and working relentlessly
to strike a balance between public
health and economic health.

“We have no intention of waver-
ing from our Penang2030 vision
while embracing the Next Normal,”
he said.

Penang Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mitee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said the state government was
glad that the country and Penang
had been managing the impact of
the pandemic well, despite facing
challenges.

“The state has been proactive
in enforcing strict public health and
safety practises.

“We are also prepared to take
on the recovery phase. We provide
incentives and cash aids to the
most vulnerable sections of the
tourism industry,” he said.

Yeoh added that business
events industry is a key contribut-
ing sector to the state’s tourism.

“Penang is a safe destina-
tion for everyone to travel to and
we are positive that the tourism
and business events industries
in Penang will return stronger,”
Yeoh said.

Roadmap for circular
economy ready by December

THE Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) is preparing a roadmap
for circular economy which is like-
ly to be completed in December.

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali
Mohamud said the roadmap is
aimed at strengthening efforts to
make the mainland a low-carbon
city by 2022, neutral-carbon city
by 2030 and zero-carbon city by
2050.

“The roadmap will focus on
four main components, namely
food waste, construction and
manufacturing waste, single-use
plastics and electronic waste.

“We want to focus on the cir-
cular economy because it is the
best approach to eliminating
waste and the continual use of
resources compared to the con-
ventional methods of take, make
and dispose.

“This means a product could
be maintained and recycled to mi-
nimise waste.

“Thus, we can take care of the
environment effectively and use
our resources more efficiently.

“Besides that, major cities in
the world also are in the process
of applying the same concept and
it is also in line with the Penang

2030 vision,” Rozali told report-
ers after officiating the upcycle
market at Design Village Outlet
Mall in Bandar Cassia on July 19.

Also present were Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman Goh Choon
Aik and MBSP secretary Rosnani
Mahmaod.

Speaking about the upcycle
market at Design Village Outlet
Mall, Rozali said it is the fourth
location in Seberang Perai and is
open every third Sunday of the
month from 11am until 10pm.

“The market is also available
at Auto City in Juru, Taman Bagan
Lalang in Butterworth and Taman
Kota Permai in Bukit Mertajam.

“The upcycle market serves
as a platform and opportunity for
the local community to sell their
upcycled products.

“Upcycle means creating new
products in a creative way out of
used or discarded materials that
are normally thrown away.

“At the same time, we can
educate the public about the im-
portance of recycling through this
initiative,” he added.

For more information, call Ro-
slenda (019-4130707) or Fatin
(013-4100835).
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RMED with iron cutters and
Abars, a group of Penang

sland City Council (MBPP)
workers broke padlocks and door
chains to enter five abandoned
units in Rifle Range Flats recently.
The 'intrusion' occurred after their
owners failed to respond to notic-
es asking them to clean up their
premises.

Accompanying them were some
policemen and other MBPP general
workers who came with washing
liquid and brooms.

The first unit which they entered
was nauseating, with bird carcass-
es, droppings, live pigeons, eggs
and innumerable feathers found at
its back portion.

The unit was without furniture
and its floor was generally covered
with thick dirt.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said MBPP had to re-
sort to the drastic action as they
found 37 abandoned units in Ri-
fle Range Flats with 16 of them
“causing a nuisance” to their
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neighbours and community.

“We cannot simply enter an in-
dividual’s house but there are pro-
visions in the law that allow us to
enter the premises if they pose a
nuisance.

“The residents here have ap-
pealed to us and among the is-
sues raised is that the abandoned
units have become a nesting place
for birds.

“We’ll not compromise if there
is activity that poses a threat to our
health and security. This does not
only apply to Rifle Range Flats but
also to other housing schemes,”
Jagdeep told a press conference
at the MPKK office in Rifle Range
on July 20.

He added that MBPP would
send the bill for the cleanup to the

3
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Jagdeep (centre) looking at a council worker cutting a padlock of an abandoned unit.

respective unit owner to settle and
at the same time, the penalty for
the unit owner for not taking any
action is RM250 per day.

He said MBPP was exercising
its power under Section 83 of the
Roads, Drains and Building Act
1974.

In the latest inspection by MB-
PP on July 19, only one of the 16
units carried out cleaning works
itself while the other 15 units still
failed to comply.

Jagdeep added they are also
seeking to repossess the units
from those who owe arrears to

the government.

Jagdeep also revealed that
the state government hopes to
implement its urban regeneration
project, beginning with the 5-point
block Mahsuri Flats in Bayan Baru
in December this year.

He added that there are some
legal obstacles which he hopes
would be resolved by the federal
government.

He said there are a lot of aged
public housing schemes in the
state and the state government
would start with the Mahsuri Flats
as the pilot project.

The other schemes the govern-
ment has in mind are Rifle Range
Flats and Taman Free School Flats
in Penang island and the Mak Man-
din Flats and Jalan Siakap Flats in
Seberang Perai.

Also present at the press con-
ference were Kebun Bunga as-
semblyman Jason Ong, MBPP
secretary Datuk Addnan Mohd
Razali, state Housing Department
director Ainul Fadhilah Samsudi,
senior principal assistant secre-
tary Fakhrurrazi lbnu Omar and
principal assistant secretary Mo-
hd Fauzy Mohd Yusoff.

Time for Rlﬂe Range Flats to undergo

THE proposed regeneration of the
Rifle Range Flats in Padang Tem-
bak should be given serious con-
sideration, says Kebun Bunga as-
semblyman Jason Ong Khan Lee.

The Rifle Range Flats came in-
to the limelight recently when an
English daily carried a story that
hundreds of pigeons were found
nesting in some of the 16 aban-
doned units.

There were even bird carcasses
and droppings.

Ong said when he was elected
as the firstterm representative
for the constituency from 2008 to
2013, he had suggested that the
state buy the abandoned units, re-
furbish them and then rent them
out to the lower-income group.

He said the initiative should be
relooked to address any infesta-
tion issue.

“This effort can help to assist
the needy ones by selling or rent-
ing out the vacant units for them
at an affordable price.

“Many of them have been fac-
ing difficulties to obtain a unit for a
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long time. With this initiative, they
might have the chance to buy or
rent the vacant units,” Ong told
reporters after joining the Lions
Club of George Town members to
distribute face masks to his con-
stituents in Rifle Range on July 19.

'Ong (second from right) posing for

alphoto with the policemen'-'a.[!d his

Flats in Padang Tembak. ¥y
-

State Housing, Town, Country
Planning and Local Government
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo had said the Penang
government has plans to regener-
ate five old housing schemes after
amending existing laws or enact-
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ing new ones.

The schemes are the five-point
block Mahsuri Flats in Bayan Baru,
Rifle Range Flats and Taman Free
School Flats in Penang island and
the Mak Mandian Flats and Jalan
Siakap Flats in Seberang Perai.

The Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) had already issued notices
to the owners of abandoned units
in Rifle Range Flats, instructing
them to clear all filth and garbage
in their units.

If they fail to do so they face a
fine of not more than RM1,000 or
imprisonment of not more than six
months.

On the spread of dengue and
Chikugunya cases, Ong said his
constituency has seen an improve-
ment.

“In recent times, there were no
cases reported in Kebun Bunga,”
he said, adding that fogging and
cleanup campaigns were carried
out frequently.

Earlier, Ong and the Lions Club
of George Town members distrib-
uted 13,000 face masks to the
residents in Rifle Range and its lo-
cal community.

Its president, Vincent Yen, said
they were pleased to provide the
masks to the people with the mes-
sage of “Get Used to the New Nor-
mal”.
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OCAL governments in the
hountry came together on we-
inar recently to share their
views and exchange ideas on re-
storing the economy through vari-
ous initiatives.

According to Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk Yew
Tung Seang, a total of 1,000 par-
ticipants from local governments
in Malaysia took part in one of the
biggest webinar platforms held
thus far in the country.

The webinar, titled “Stimulating
Local Economy Post Covid- 197,
was organised by Malaysian Asso-
ciation of Local Authorities (Mala).

It had four panellists who rep-

Local govern
brainstorm to,
uplift economy

resented district council, local
municipal council, local city coun-
cil, and United Cities and Local
Governments Asia Pacific (UCLG-
ASPAC).

The panellists were Gua Mu-
sang district president Datuk
Norazman Abd Ghani, Port Dick-
son Municipal Council president
Mohd Zamri Mohd Esa, Miri City
Council secretary Morshidi Fred-
erick and UCLG-ASPAC secretary
general Dr Bernadia Irawati Tjan-
dradewi.

The webinar also featured Unit-
ed Nations Human Settlements
Program (UN Habitat) executive di-
rector Datuk Seri Maimunah Mohd
Shariff.

Yew urged all the local authori-
ties to work towards enhancing
the economy in their respective

cities as the country is currently in
the recovery period of the move-
ment control order.

“In times like this, we need to
utilise our resources to stimulate
the local economy especially to
help those who are involved in the
micro economy.

“There should be a continu-
ous involvement with industries
where the local government
needs to provide opportunities
to those industries which are
affected such as tourism, con-
struction, traders as well as mul-
tinational companies (MNC).

“They should be given the op-
portunity to share their problems
as well as getting input and sug-
gestions with regard to receiving

help from the local authorities.

“The local authorities need to
optimise the facilities and existing
infrastructure through the public-
private partnership to revive the
economy and help people to re-
build their livelihood,” said Yew,
who chaired the webinar on July
20.

Yew said the statistics given
by the Department of Statistics
Malaysia (DOSM) showed that the
national unemployment rate has
increased by 5%, which is the high-
est in the last 30 years.

“Although the Covid-19 pan-
demic has been mitigated well,
the movement control order (MCO)
has impacted almost all the eco-
nomic sectors on a large scale.

\ MUTIARE

Yew, (centre) with
MBPP. secretary
Datuk Addnan Mohd
Razéll and Zainal
speaklng to the
partncnpants of.the
webmar

“This has resulted in the in-
crease of ‘loss of employment’
rate for the first quarter of the year
(2020) by 42% compared to the
same quarter of the year in 2019.

“The number of people being
jobless has also increased to al-
most 50% which is equivalent to
some 800,000 people this year,”
said Yew.

Meanwhile, Housing and Local
Government  Miistry  secretary-
general Datuk Zainal Abidin Abu
Hasan in his keynote address,
stated that local authorities need
to facilitate and expedite any kind
of assistance to the traders during
the recovery movement control
order (RMCO) so as to boost the
local economy.

MBPP’s ‘mosquito busters’ !
on destroy mission

THE Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) has embarked on a
“search and destroy” mission
to eradicate the breeding of Ae-
des mosquitoes as well as to
stop the spread of chikungunya
infections.

According to MBPP assistant
environmental health officer Rafi
Sharma Mohd Nor Manoharan,
the squads comprising mem-
bers from various departments
of the council are going all out to
clean up public spaces and resi-
dential areas in George Town.

“Our mission is focused on
George Town where we have
identified 14 to 15 localities
that are high risk.

“The squads will be going
as far as an 800m radius to
clear up the potential breeding
grounds of the Aedes mosqui-
toes. Manpower from various
departments is a plus point for
us as it will help us to stretch
the radius of our operation.

“Since July 16, we have col-
lected an enormous amount of
waste such as plastic contain-
ers. We hope that by the end
of our mission on July 29, the

prevalence of chikungunya and
dengue cases will subside,"
said Rafi, who is also the head
of the operation.

Rafi added that apart from
the search and destroy mission,
the council, through its anti-den-
gue teams, has also been con-
sistently carrying out fogging
activities in the hotspots.

“The operation that we have
launched  involves
the killing of mos-
quito larvae, but |
we  should also
eradicate the adult
mosquitoes without
which we will not be
able to bring down
the number of cas-
es.

“In the evenings,
the council’s anti-
dengue teams will be
fogging the hotspots
according to their
weekly  schedule,”
added Rafi.

Some 200 work-
ers from MBPP’s
“search and de-
stroy” mission

squad gathered at Armenian
Park in George Town as early as
7.30am on July 22 to carry out
their work.

Meanwhile, Komtar assem-
blyman Teh Lai Heng, who was
also present to give support to
the squad, commended the pro-
active step taken by the council.

“The public also should play
an important role by prevent-
ing their homes from becoming
breeding grounds for Aedes,”
said Teh.

One of the places identified

Team members from one of the
squads cleaning up the ground
near Argus Lane.

during the mission was Argus
Lane, where MBPP person-
nel cleared clogged drains, re-
moved debris and destroyed
mosquito breeding grounds.

According to the council's
health inspector (Vector Unit),
Muhd Naim Zaini, the most ef-
fective way to control the situ-
ation was to destroy the mos-
quito breeding sites.

"We have received a report
that a resident nearby had been
infected with dengue recently.

"So far, all the owners of the
premises nearby have given
their fullest cooperation to us,"
he told Buletin Mutiara.
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Accredited for
successful

SOP compliance

uStory by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Alissala Thian

IXTEEN tourism operators
5were recently awarded ac-
creditation certificates for
successfully complying with the
standard operating procedures
(SOPs) during Covid-19 pandemic.
Penang Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
had recently announced that Pen-
ang is the first state in Malaysia to
initiate the accreditation system.
The system aims to motivate
tourism operators and to let visi-
tors trust in the operators during
this crisis.
Among the participating sec-
tors were hotels, tourist attraction

spots and shopping malls.

“I would like to thank the state
Health Department, Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) and Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) for work-
ing closely with my office and the
state government in making this
programme a Success.

“Public health and safety are
of utmost importance. This sys-
tem will help motivate all parties
to play their part in adhering to
hygiene and safety protocols while
we work hard to revive the state’s
economy.

“The evaluation team, which
consists of officers from MBPP,
MBSP and the Health Department,
conducted audits and found that
all participating parties have suc-
cessfully complied with the SOPs,”

Yeoh (centre) and Chan (right) placing the 'complied’ sticker at the entrance of Gurney
Plaza Centre as 0oi looks on.

Yeoh said during the presentation
of accreditation certificates for Co-
vid-19 preparedness on July 19.

Yeoh said those accredited
would receive an official logo that
could be put up at their respective
premises.

The logo can be used to encour-
age visitors to visit their premises.

“Countries such as Singapore,
Thailand and Indonesia are practis-

ing this system. | want Penang to
be the first state in our country to
practise this system,” Yeoh added.

Peter Chan, manager of Gurney
Plaza Centre which was the event
host, applauded the state gov-
ernment and all parties involved
for implementing the system that
has helped to boost stronger con-
fidence among the public who are
visiting hotels, tourist spots and

shopping malls.

Also present were Penang Glob-
al Tourism chief executive officer
0Ooi Chok Yan and Ministry of Tour-
ism and Culture Penang (Motac)
director Jonathan Freddy Bagang.

Tourism operators who are in-
terested to take part in this pro-
gramme can apply via the penan-
glawancovid19.com/accreditation
website.
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D, glorious food... we're
anxious to try it - this is one
of the lines in a song in the

famous 1968 musical “Oliver!”.

As everyone is well aware, Pen-
ang is famous for its food and has
gained worldwide repute for having
one of the best street foods.

This fame was not attained over-
night but took years for the Penang
government to promote the place
as one of the mustwisit destina-
tions.

While the island is famous as a
food haven, the mainland part too
has some hidden gems which the
locals are aware of.

Buletin Mutiara decided to ex-
plore the “small but yet rich with its
heritage culture” of Bukit Tambun
town.

Besides its fresh and inexpen-
sive seafood, Bukit Tambun town
is also famous for its “Jawa Mee”
and “Hokkien Mee”.

One such outlet selling the two
delicacies is located in a spacious
residential neighbourhood facing
the main road.

As the owner was busy prepar-
ing the ingredients, the Buletin Mu-
tiara team managed to speak with
him.

Ong Lee Sah,50, said his busi-
ness was now in its third genera-
tion and he had been operating for
a few decades.

Previously, he had been oper-
ating his business around Bukit

Tambun before deciding to operate
from his house due to the move-
ment control order (MCO) imposed
by the government in March.

"Our business is as usual as our
customers are mostly the locals
and familiar faces.

"Many of them have been com-
ing here since their childhood days
while some of them even bring their
kids and grandchildren nowadays.

"Our 'Hokkien Mee' speciality

i
i

is different from others as its au-
thentic taste and soup is from our
traditional recipe.

"My place here has always
been packed with people starting
to come in as early as 11am. By
noon, some may not have a place
to sit and they need to queue up
waiting for their turn," Ong said.

After catching up with Ong, Bule-
tin Mutiara also managed to speak
with Peh Chee Koon, owner of the
How Kee Seafood Restaurant lo-
cated nearby.
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Chew.
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Goh.

Peh has been running the busi-
ness for decades and pointed out
that his business has slowly picked
up after the MCO.

According to him, his restaurant
is famous for its curry fish head
and seafood dishes.

"My operating hours are from
afternoon till the wee hours on the
next day.

"Many of my customers would
mostly come after midnight to have
their supper.

"Some come from as far as the
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island or «
even Ju- /*

out some-
where,"  he
said, adding that
his seafood is priced rea-
sonably.

Bukit Tambun assemblyman
Goh Choon Aik, who was present
when exploring the food haven in
his constituency, said many people
did not really realise the unique-
ness of the town.

He said the place can be one of
the destinations to visit especially
during a one-day tour.

"You can explore the charm and
heritage of the town before trying
out the food here. You won't regret
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“The famous curry. .

fish' head|in|How/Kee
Seafood Restaurant. =
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Accordingito
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it,"he said.
Goh

cashless
- .’/ transactions
among the busi-
nesses at Bukit Tam-
bun especially during the Covid-19
pandemic.

Bukit Tambun Village Commit-
tee chairman Chew Kean Nam
was full of praise for what the town
could offer.

"Bukit Tambun is all about food.
You really can get a reasonable
price for local dishes here,” he
said.

He hopes more people will visit
the town in future to try out the lo-
cal food.
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Face masks for 27 schools in Bayan Baru

NEARLY 5,000 Year One pupils,
pre-school children, school teach-
ers and staff members in Bayan
Baru parliamentary constituency
recently received reusable and
single-use face masks.

Bayan Baru MP Sim Tze Tzin
handed over the face masks to
representatives of all 27 schools
in his constituency to help in the
Covid-19 fight.

The 27 schools have a total of
2,977 Year One pupils and pre-
school children and 1,916 school
teachers and staff members.

Sim said the masks for the pu-
pils and teachers were given at the
right time.

“As far as | am concerned,
the pandemic is not over yet as
there are still active cases in our
country.

“To avoid the next wave of the
virus, we need to take extra pre-

cautionary measures by wearing
masks and practising social dis-
tancing.

“All these measures are impor-
tant to contain the virus.

“We emphasise the masks to
be given to pre-school children
and Year One pupils as they are
more vulnerable to the virus due
to their age.

“That is why we can't take
things for granted but strive to do
our part,” Sim said before distrib-
uting the masks to the schools’
representatives at a hawker com-
plex in Bayan Baru.

He said the face mask distri-
bution was made possible by the
public and stakeholders who con-
tributed a total of RM52,700.

Those who wish to donate can
send their money to Pusat Khid-
mat Bayan Baru via Maybank ac-
count number 557054611829.
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‘Gender equalityavi
country’s growth’__

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
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IVERSITY and inclusive-
Dvess correlate with the sus-

tainability of a nation and
its progress, says state executive
councillor for Women & Family De-
velopment, Gender Inclusiveness
& Nonslamic Religious Affairs
Chong Eng.

She cited gender equality as
one of the goals listed in the Unit-
ed Nations’ Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (UNSDGs) when she
launched the Women in Zcience
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(WIZ) at Tech Dome Penang July 17.
"l believe that we should give
emphasis to having a balanced gen-
der ratio in all sectors," Chong Eng
said in her speech.
“We would like to encourage
more girls to take up studies related
to science as we want to produce
more women scientists as well
as expertise related to the STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics) subjects.
“Similarly, | also hope that more
women will come forward and ven-
ture into politics as they can help
initiate more policies that would
bring about benefits to women.

H’ng (centre) handing over the face masks to representatives
of Parent-Teacher Associations of schools in his constituency.

Rep donates reusable face
masks to schools

A TOTAL of 1,600 reusable face
masks have been given to seven
primary schools in Jawi.

Jawi assemblyman Jason H'ng
Mooi Lye said the face mask do-
nation was carried out by his ser-
vice centre to safeguard the pupils
from the Covid-19 pandemic when
schools reopen in the recovery
movement control order (RMCO)
period.

“The face masks given are dif-
ferent from normal face masks be-
cause they are reusable and made
from a ‘copper fabric’ material. This
is cost-effective and at the same
time the material gives protection
against viruses and bacteria.

“Thus, it is a great and comfort-
able way to protect pupils.

“Besides washing hands with
soap or sanitiser regularly, we
should know that wearing a face
mask is crucial as well to prevent
the Covid-19 transmission. Hence,
this is why the initiative is carried
out,” H'ng said in a statement to
Buletin Mutiara.

According to H'ng, the face
mask distribution was also aimed

at reducing the financial burden of
those from underprivileged fami-
lies.

However, H'ng said he was dis-
appointed that he was not allowed
to enter the schools to deliver the
items.

“It's not just the seven primary
schools but | have been barred
from entering all schools in Jawi.

“I was told that the order came
from the Education Ministry forbid-
ding any politician or state repre-
sentative who is not part of the cur-
rent Perikatan Nasionalled federal
government to enter the school
compounds.

“In the end, | have to pass over
all the face masks to the Parent-
Teacher Association (PIBG) chair-
man of each school to help me
hand over the items.

“This is really unfortunate as |
am just trying to do my part as an
elected representative of my con-
stituency,” he said.

H'ng urged the federal govern-
ment to set aside political differ-
ences when it involves the people’s
interest.
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"This will help to reduce the ex-
isting gender gap in various fields,
especially in politics," she added.

Chong Eng said the state gow
ernment has implemented a gen-
der inclusive policy for its agencies
and departments with a ratio of
40:40:20, which is 40% women,
40% men and 20% open to both
women and men.

“This ratio is to ensure that a
particular gender will not dominate
the administration, thus creating a
balanced workforce whilst giving an
equal opportunity for both genders.

“I hope that this policy can be
emulated by the federal govern-
ment for us to have a better fu-
ture,” she added.

Meanwhile, Tech Dome Penang
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chief executive officer Dr Khong
Yoon Loong urged parents to be
accountable for providing devices
needed by their children to take
part in e-learning.

“The state government’'s ef-
fort in ensuring that students are
not left behind in online learning
through the ‘E-Learning Computer
Program’ is really commendable.

“However, | feel that parents
should understand the importance
of equipping their kids with the nec-
essary devices for elearning and
find ways to do so.

“In this Internet age, | feel that
devices such as laptops, tablets
and personal computers are some-
thing very essential,” said Khong.

Besides that, Permatang Pauh

(From|left)|Khong; I
{Chong{Eng; other. |
dignitaries)present |
andthe participants '
‘making/atsign referringi
to) gender, equality:

MP Nurul lzzah Anwar, through a
message screened at the event,
said the key element to encourage
students to explore fields related to
STEM is by stirring their interest.

“We need more scientists and
experts in the field of science to
face the challenges that the future
might offer, whether it's a pandem-
ic or any kind of setback.

“When we have a solid founda-
tion in science, we would be able
to contribute to the well-being of our
society and world at large,” said
Nurul Izzah.

Some 900 participants from
20 schools in Penang participat-
ed in the WIZ which was organ-
ised by Tech Dome Penang for
the third time.
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HIEF Minister Chow Kon
CYeow has appealed to

Malaysians, in particular
Penangites, to stay vigilant in
the fight against Covid-19.

“We should not be compla-
cent. We should continue to be
resilient so that we can defeat
Covid-19 as best as possible,”
Chow told reporters after re-
ceiving a courtesy call by Lions
Clubs in Region 1 (Penang Is-
land) at Komtar on July 16.

“Although we have seen
that Malaysia has flattened the
curve, we still record new Co-
vid-19 cases daily. We need to
be careful.

“I would like to remind the
people that the Covid-19 threat
is not over. We are still facing
the pandemic.

“We can see from the many
examples happening in other
countries. They have reopened
the economic and social sec-
tors but are forced to lock down
again after the Covid-19 cases
re-emerged.”

Chow advised the public not
to forget practising social dis-
tancing, wearing a face mask,
washing hands with soap or
sanitiser, and watching out for

CM: Don't let your guard

Covid-19 symptoms. He said if
anyone falls sick, the person
should seek treatment at a hos-
pital or clinic.

Chow also revealed that the
Penang Covid-19 Fund, which
was launched in March, now
stands at RM2,996,534.59.

He thanked all the donors
and supporters, adding that
those who wish to donate could
do so via Maybank account
number 5570 5462 0930.

In addition to the state gov-
ernment purchasing a total of
six million pieces of face masks
until today, Chow said the state
has also received a contribu-
tion of 527,210 face masks
from various parties, including
the contribution of 40,000 face
masks from the Lions Clubs in
Region 1 (Penang island).

So far, Chow said a total of

3,259,100 face masks have
been distributed to the frontlin-
ers, rakyat, government agen-
cies, schools and many others
who are in need of them through
the state representatives and
Members of Parliament.

Future distribution will be
made from time to time.

D308 B2 district governor

Datuk Yeoh Moh Chai (pix), who
led the Lions Club delegation,
said 20 Lions Clubs chipped in
to contribute the 40,000 face
masks.

“I would like to thank the
Penang state government for
its dedication and commitment
in managing Covid-19 and to
keep Penang a green state,”
Yeoh said.

“For more than 50 years, the
Lions in Penang have taken on
the challenges facing the local
communities.

“The ongoing coronavirus
pandemic has changed the way
we live, work and serve. Along
with the Penang state govern-
ment, the Lions Clubs in Re-
gion 1 came together to raise
40,000 face masks to contrib-
ute to the community."”

Among the Lions Clubs mem-

down against Covid-19

bers present were Ooi Chao Sy-
huan (council chair), Ong Hong
Sing (cabinet secretary), Ooi
Chee Beng (cabinet treasurer),
Felix Chuah (global service
team coordinator), Ricky Khoo
Boon Hoe (Region 1 chair), Da-
tuk Goh Eng Hoe and Vincent
Yen Swee Foong.

On July 19, the 40,000 face
masks in 13,333 sets were
distributed at Rifle Range Mar-
ket, Balik Pulau schools, Lip
Sin market, Mount Erskine mar-
ket, Cecil Street market, Light
House — Penang Road, Jelutong
market, Tanjung Bungah mar-
ket, Lebuh Noordin flats, Taman
Terubong Jaya market, Farlim
wet market, Balik Pulau market,
Batu Ferringhi market, Relau
Sri Aman market, Batu Lancang
market, Chowrasta market, and
Campbell Street market.

Technologist Tony Yeoh helms Digital Penang

PENANGITE Tony Yeoh Choon
Hock, a former industry fellow
of Singapore Institute of Tech-
nology (SIT) and a former vice-
president of Technology at Inter-
Continental Hotels Group (IHG),
has been appointed the chief
executive officer (CEO) of the
recently-formed Digital Penang
Sdn Bhd.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow announced Yeoh's appoint-
ment at a press conference and
also launched the logo of Digital
Penang in Komtar on July 16.

Digital Penang was created
by the state government this
year to accelerate efforts in pur-
suing opportunities in the digital
economy as well as to promote
a digitally engaged society.

A former Penang Free School
student, Yeoh holds an MBA
from University of Auckland,
New Zealand and BSc from
Monash University, Australia.

He started his career with
Singapore National Computer
Board as one of the pioneers
of the Civil Service Computeri-
sation Programme and later on
moved to New Zealand to work
for a systems consulting com-
pany called Computer Sciences
Corporation.

Yeoh says Digital Penang’s plans will focus on finding the next
engine of growth in digital services.

His other working experience
was with Hewlett Packard (HP)
China where over 12 years, he
led the consulting and systems
integration business.

“The Covid-19 crisis has
changed the landscape and life-
style of the public. It has dem-
onstrated that going digital is no
longer an option,” Chow told the
press conference.

“In line with Penang2030 vi-
sion for a ‘Family-Focused Green
and Smart State that Inspires
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the Nation’, several initiatives
and plans covering institutional,
economic and social aspects
have been studied to enable the
people’s lives to return to nor-
mal as usual.

“Many agencies and depart-
ments have started multiple dig-
ital initiatives, especially under
the framework of smart city. In
order to align them to the Pen-
ang2030 vision, Digital Penang
was set up as an umbrella or-
ganisation to oversee and inte-

/

grate these initiatives towards a
common structure and agenda.

“The state government be-
lieves that Tony, as an experi-
enced person with unique ex-
pertise in technology and busi-
ness, will be able to shoulder
the responsibility and lead Digi-
tal Penang with excellence.”

Yeoh thanked Chow for his
appointment.

“I'm glad to have this oppor-
tunity to serve and contribute
to the state. | hope my years of
international experience will be
useful to the state’s ambition to
transform into the digital econo-
my in line with Penang2030 vi-
sion,” Yeoh said in his speech.

The current board of direc-
tors of Digital Penang are Chow
(as chairman), state executive
councillor Zairil Khir Johari (vice-
chairman), Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy, state
executive councillors Jagdeep
Singh and Datuk Abdul Halim

Digital
Penang

Hussain, state Finan-
cial Officer Datuk Sa-
rul Bahiyah Abu, Pen-
ang Institute CEO Da-
tuk Ooi Kee Beng, PDC
Telecommunications
Service Sdn Bhd direc-
tor and former Dell Inc
VP/managing director Tang Ch-
ing Siang and State Secretary
Datuk Abdul Razak Jaafar.

Besides Yeoh, Chow also in-
troduced other staff members
of Digital Penang. They are Tim-
othy Choy Xia Wei (senior man-
ager, strategy and communica-
tions), Lee Chia Yi (senior man-
ager, digital transformation),
Mohammad Nasrullah Zulkifli
(digital marketing specialist),
Nur Azmina Salimi Uzair (admin-
istrative assistant), Julian Ooi
Khai Ming (full stack specialist)
and Yeap Zhe Chyuan (data ana-
lyst).

On its logo, he said the inspi-
ration behind the logo is about
conversations on change and
the journey of digital transfor-
mation.

“The yellow and blue colours
symbolise the state of Penang,
uniting the digital community to-
wards a common goal,” he ex-
plained.
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