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WHOPPING RM1.5 bil-
Alion of approved manu-

facturing investments
in the third quarter of this
year (July to September)!

And it was achieved despite
the restrictions imposed due
to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said domestic direct
investments (DDI) accounted
for RM1.1 billion or 73 % of
the investment inflows.

“The remaining RM401.9
million came from foreign di-
rect investments (FDI).

“It is worthy to note that
Penang’s approved manufac-
turing investments for the
third quarter of this year were
primarily contributed by DDI.
This scenario is different from
the past where FDI in Penang
would be more than its DDI.

“It shows that our robust
industrial ecosystem offers
a competent platform for lo-
cal players to participate and
thrive,” a beaming Chow told
a press conference at his of-
fice in Komtar on Nov 19.

Chow said the inflows from
the third quarter brought the
state’s total approved manu-
facturing investments for the
first nine months of this year
(January to September) to
RM10.6 billion.

“Eighty-three  percent of
this amount was contributed
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Chow and state executive council member Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain showing the state’s
total approved manufacturing investments figure of RIVI10.6 billion for the period of January to

September this year.

It shows that our robust industrial ecosystem
offers a competent platform for local players
to participate and thrive — Chow

by FDI, making Penang the
second highest FDI contribu-
tor to Malaysia.

“The DDI in Penang rose
42% year-on-year and reached
RM1.8 billion for the period of

January to September 2020
with eminent projects from
Federal Oats Mills, Iconic
Medicare, Straits Orthopae-
dics and ViTrox Technolo-
gies,” he said.

Chow added that the
state’s total approved manu-
facturing investments were
dominated by its key promot-
ed industries; which were Ma-
chinery & Equipment, Scien-
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tific & Measuring Equipment,
and Electrical and Electronics
industries.

He said that the approved
projects were expected to
generate 9,137 new employ-
ment opportunities in Pen-
ang.

On the same note, Chow
said the repercussions of the
pandemic are persisting.

“Penang’s investment per-
formance this year will not
be able to match 2019’s all-
time-high of RM16.9 billion;
given the third wave that we
are now experiencing, cou-
pled with the implementation
of the conditional movement
control order (CMCO),” Chow
said.

He conveyed the state’s
appreciation to the inves-
tors who have put their trust
in Penang and thanked the
state agencies, InvestPenang
and Penang Development Cor-
poration (PDC), for their hard
work.

“With the strong synergy
between the Penang govern-
ment and federal agencies,
especially Malaysian Invest-
ment Development Authority
(Mida), and the recent invest-
ment incentives announced in
the Budget 2021, | am confi-
dent that Penang can ride out
these uncertain times.

“We will continue to strive
to ensure that the state re-
mains as the Silicon Valley of
the East,” he added.




questions

Putrajaya

on housing
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ENANG Local Govern-
Pment, Housing, Town

and Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo
has questioned the federal
government over the Budget
2021 announcement with re-
gard to the housing sector in
Penang.

“We welcome the national
2021 Budget announcement
which was made on Nov 6 and
we took note of the allocations
for the housing sector.

“We understand that the
federal government will be al-
locating RM1.2 billion to pro-
vide comfortable and quality
homes for the lower income
group.

“Of the total, RM500 mil-
lion will be set aside to build
up to 14,000 units of Peo-
ple’s Housing Projects (PPR)
homes.

“Can the federal govern-
ment tell us how many units of
PPR will be built in Penang and
where will they be?"

It was reported that the
Penang government had iden-
tified five proposed sites that
were suitable for the building
of PPR.

They are at Jelutong (north-
east district), Jalan Mayang
Pasir (southwest district),
Ujung Batu (north Seberang
Perai), Kampung Tongkang
(central Seberang Perai) and
Batu Kawan (south Seberang
Perai) — totalling 72.3 acres.

“Penang should be given pri-
ority because we are ready. The
process has been completed.

“We have identified the
plots of land and the minis-
try has gone to the ground
to check out at least two pro-
posed sites on the island. Do

not waste time,” he told a
press conference on Nov 7.

Jagdeep also spoke about
the RM125 million allocation
for the maintenance of low-
cost and low medium-cost
stratified homes.

“The Penang government,
on our own, has spent about
RM260 million on mainte-
nance of public housing.

“We thank the federal gov-
ernment for allocating about
RM32 million to maintain
public housing in Penang this
year.

“As such, we expect that
they will allocate nothing less
than RM32 million next year.

“We are confident that the
federal government will con-
sider it because we are work-
ing very closely with them.

“Whatever information is
required, we are always ready
and willing to assist.

“The channelling of funds
to the states must be consis-
tent,” he said.

Jagdeep also questioned
the federal government about
the Rent-to-Own (RTO) scheme
for first-time home buyers,
which would involve 5,000
units of PR1MA homes.

“Where are the PR1MA
projects in Penang and how
many units are for the RTO
scheme?” Jagdeep asked.

“Although Penang is the sec-
ond smallest state in Malaysia,
it contributes the second high-
est tax revenue to the country,
at about RM7 billion a year.

“The amount has to be
channelled back to the people
of Penang.

“We pay taxes so that pub-
lic facilities can be provided
by the government; and that
includes the supply of public
housing,” he said.
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Chow (fourth from right) together with (from left) Phee, Ahmad Zakiyuddin, Ramasamy,
Jagdeep, Ooi, Ong and Chea posing for a group photo after the press conference.

Shot in the arm for charity bodies

THE Federation of Malaysian
Manufacturers (FMM) Penang
together with OCBC Bank (Ma-
laysia) have managed to raise
more than their targeted amount
of RM800,000 for Penang-based
charity organisations and the
Penang Lawan Covid-19 fund.

After disbursing RM20,000
each to six charity homes on
Nov 6, the organisers presented
another RM280,000 to 14 char-
ity homes on Nov 11.

A symbolic presentation
was held in Komtar and the
ceremony was witnessed by
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
and the state executive coun-

cil (exco) members.

The organisers also donated
RM100,000 to the Penang La-
wan Covid-19 fund.

FMM Penang vice-chairman
Datuk Jimmy Ong said more
charity organisations would ben-
efit in the next batch.

Chow thanked FMM Penang,
OCBC Bank (Malaysia) and the
donors who lent their support to
the needy organisations during
this difficult period.

“l wish to thank the great
donors for their generosity and
support. Your charitable efforts
are most admirable, especially
during this situation where do-

nations are hard to come by,”
he told the media.

Among those present were
Deputy Chief Ministers Datuk
Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rah-
man and Prof Dr P. Ramasamy;
and state exco members Jag-
deep Singh Deo, Yeoh Soon Hin,
Phee Boon Poh, Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain, Soon Lip Chee,
Zairil Khir Johari and Dr Norlela
Ariffin.

Also present were FMM
Penang chairman Datuk Dr
Ooi Eng Hock and OCBC Bank
(Malaysia) Berhad senior man-
ager (Penang branch) Chea
Hak Tee.

By Azmi Hussi
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HEN it comes to reviv-
ing the tourism indus-
try, arguably no other

state can top Penang which is
the most active and proactive
to come up with initiatives for
the sector, says Tourism Devel-
opment and Creative Economy
Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin.

"Upon the closure of inter-
national borders since March,
the state's tourism industry has
worsened and this applies to
the rest of the states as well.

"Among the state govern-
ment's initiatives to revive the
economy especially in the tour-
ism sector, is the 'Experience
Penang 2020' campaign which
was transformed to 'Jom Experi-
ence Penang'.

"The campaign focuses on
the elements of domestic tour-
ism which would play a great
role in boosting the tourism in-
dustry in the country," said Yeoh
(pix) during an interview with the
Buletin Mutiara team recently.

He said the state government
has also joined forces with local
associations and travel agen-

cies to further develop domestic
tourism.

"Through this cooperation, it
is hoped that the Penang tour-
ism industry will be able to at-
tract more tourists," said Yeoh.

Speaking on his restructured
portfolio, Yeoh said the arts,
culture and heritage should be
turned into a powerhouse of the
economy.

In his new portfolio, the ele-
ments of arts, culture and heri-
tage were put under one umbrel-
la - creative economy, and Yeoh
is all excited about exploring the
new possibilities his portfolio
offers.

"For a small state like us,
which does not have many natu-
ral resources, our most valu-
able asset is the creativity of
our human capital, we need
to capitalise on it to gener-
ate economy.

"The state government
has put arts, culture and

heritage under one roof that is
the creative economy, to lever-
age them to another level. This
is a new economic concept that
has evolved
from the cul-
tural and
creative in-
dustries.
"Basically
the essence
of  creative
industry is the
goods or ser-
vices

and products are integrated with
arts and culture,'" added Yeoh.

He said the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organisation (Unesco) has
called for the preservation of
the arts, culture and heritage
with the use of the latest tech-
nology.

"Unesco has also reaffirmed
that the creative industry is
linked to cultural heritage and it

can play a pivotal role in ensur-
ing that our cultural heritage
is sustained.
"We need to
combine it with
technology
as we need
some cre-
ative ideas
to revitalise
cultural her-
itage, for
instance
cultural
buildings.

Penang leads In reviving
tourism sector

"As we have entered the era
of digitalisation, we need to
evolve with time, we also need
to educate our artists and the
whole community to change
their mindset from the conven-
tional way," said Yeoh while add-
ing that art, culture and heritage
should be seen as an invest-
ment.

Besides that, Yeoh added the
state government is currently
planning to launch a creative arts
entrepreneurship programme to
cater to artists in Penang.

“The programme aims to
provide guidance to all artists
in the state to venture into the
field of entrepreneurship.

"Some of them (artists)
are experts in their respective
fields but lack in terms of entre-
preneurial skills, thus we want
them to engage in the field of
entrepreneurship to be able to
generate more income,” said
Yeoh.
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Rumah Teres
1 & Y2 Tingkat

Jumlah unit : 41 unit

Luas Tanah: 20" x 60’
Luas Binaan: 1,180kp

Min : RM 288,000.00
Mak: Rv 420,000.00

Rumah Berkembar
1 & Y2 Tingkat

Jumlah unit : 12 unit

Luas Tanah: 30" x 68’
Luas Binaan: I,298|<p

Min : RM 358,000.00
Mak: RM 453,333.33

I3 facebook Publlclry Development Sdn Bhd @s7277.w)
No 2, Tingkat 2, Persiaran Maklom,
Pusat Perniagaan Maklom,
13800 Butterworth, Pulau Pinang, Malaysia
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TE Penang government is
seeking public feedback on
a replacement of the George
Town World Heritage Site Special
Area Plan, which is due for a re-
view next year.

State Housing, Local Govern-
ment, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said the state was
now in the midst of preparing the
replacement SAP for the heritage
site.

“We welcome input from vari-
ous parties as it is important for
us to continue to move forward.

“It is a process of improving
and upgrading the SAP for the heri-
tage site for the betterment of the
people.

“For instance, the replacement
SAP will ensure sustainable devel-
opment of the heritage site.

“A committee will be formed
to collect the proposals and sug-
gestions from the public before in-
corporating some of them into the

7,

draft SAP.

“That’'s why the feedback is
important for us to come out with
the draft SAP by next April,” he
said after attending the launching
of the World Town Planning Day in
Komtar.

George Town World Heritage In-
corporated (GTWHI), which is the
site manager, has begun the pro-
cess of reviewing the SAP.

Jagdeep added that the SAP
would be reviewed every five
years. It was last gazetted in 2016
and is due for review in 2021.

PLANMalaysia Penang direc-
tor Robi Desa said the draft SAP
would be posted online for public
viewing once it is finalised.

“We have no choice but to dis-
play it online during the current
pandemic,” she said, pointing out

Public feedback welcomed
on hentage site SAP

that a consultant had been ap-
pointed for the draft replacement
SAP.

The feedback could be made at
http://jpbd.penang.gov.my.

Also present were Pengkalan
Kota assemblyman Daniel Gooi,
GTWHI general manager Dr Ang
Ming Chee and Chief Minister In-
corporated (CMI) deputy general
manager S. Bharathi.

DiefS -

BAGS OF RICE FOR ANIMAL
SHELTERS

THE International Aid for the
Protection and Welfare of Animals
(IAPWA) Penang received 186
bags of rice recently, thanks to

Air Iltam assemblyman Joseph Ng
Soon Siang and the public. IAPWA
Penang director Choong Koon
Yean, who received the gift from
Ng in a handover ceremony at the
Centre for Control of Abandoned
and Stray Dogs at Jalan Sungai on
Nov 6, said they were honoured
to be entrusted to distribute the
bags of rice to needy shelters,
rescuers and feeders during this
difficult time. “We’re glad we are
able to channel this generous
assistance from Ng, kind help

of MBPP (Penang Island City
Council) and councillor Connie

Tan to the unsung heroes of the
furry friends,” Choong wrote on
the IAPWA Penang Facebook. Also
present at the handover ceremony
were MBPP councillors Tan Soo
Siang and Nicholas Theng.

SPEAKING SKILLS

THE Penang Youth Development
Corporation (PYDC) has come

up with yet another initiative,

this time by holding a virtual
speaking skills competition for
youths. PYDC joined hands with
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM),
Big Domain and Moden Academy
to organise a competition called
“Penang Live Streaming Star
Championship 2020”. It is aimed
at encouraging the involvement

of youth in public speaking and to
highlight their capabilities in this
digital era. “This initiative is clearly
in line with the state’s agenda to
produce young digital talents and
to brand Penang as a digjtal talent
hub, towards online and digjtal
commerce by offering a variety of
job opportunities,” State Youth
and Sports Committee chairman
Soon Lip Chee said during a press
conference in Komtar on Nov 5.

MBPP councillors donate eco-friendly products to school

IN an effort to promote aware-
ness of the “No To Single-
Use Plastic” campaign, three
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) councillors donated
recyclable bags and lunch
boxes to the Penang Chinese
Girls Primary School in Jalan
Gottlieb.

MBPP councillor Connie Tan
Hooi Peng said they donated
100 recyclable bags and 300
lunch boxes to the school.

“My colleagues, Quah Boon
Lim and Lee Wei Seang, and
| used our own allocation as
councillors to make the con-
tribution.

“We believe this move will
instil more awareness among
the students to encourage
them to do away with single-
use plastic bags.

“This is also in line with the
Penang government’'s efforts
to encourage eco-friendly
products to substitute single-
use plastics,” said Tan during
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Tan (second from left) and Quah (right) handing over the items to Yeat (third from left) and Ho (second

from right) respectively. Also with them is Lee (left).

the handing-over ceremony of
the items at the City Hall in
Esplanade on Nov 3.

Penang Chinese Girls Pri-
mary School was represented
by its headmistress Yeat Kooi

Ty

Ean and the school’s Parent-
Teacher Association chairman
Ho See Lin.

Penang Institute helps turn ideas into

PENANG Institute has been
named as one of the seven
influential think tanks affect-
ing public policy, as men-
tioned in Wiki.ezvid.com, a
free-to-use video wiki pub-
lished by the California tech-
nology company Ezvid Inc.

The institute was listed
together with six other inter-
national organisations — Lib-
ertas Institute; E3G; Paulson
Institute; Migration Policy
Group; Per Capita; and Roo-
sevelt Institute.

The full article can be
read here: https://wiki.ez-

vid.com/v/7-influential-think-
tanks-affecting-public-policy-
1f4002e0

Penang Institute is one of
Malaysia’s major think tanks
which is funded by the state
government.

It was set up in 1997 as
the Socio-economic and Envi-
ronmental Research Institute
before it underwent a name
change in 2011 as part of a
rebranding exercise.

Penang Institute aims
to contribute towards mak-
ing public policy-making in
Penang and in Malaysia as

informed and collaborative
as possible; to provide plat-
forms for intellectual and
professional exchanges on
critical, current and strategic
issues affecting Penang and
its surrounding region; to
promote interest in Penang’s
cultural activities, and specif-
ically in literary pursuits; and
to aid academic research in
general through the mainte-
nance of a resource centre.
With the reshuffling of
the state executive council
(exco) portfolios from Sept
15, Chief Minister Chow Kon

action

Yeow had announced that the
role of Penang Institute in
policy-making and implemen-
tation would be intensified,
through the involvement of
its staff in the exco offices
at the early stage of policy-
making.

Chow said that a policy
discussion platform based
on Penang Institute’s involve-
ment would be set up as soon
as possible at the institute.

Visit https://penanginsti-
tute.org/ to stay informed on
the latest news and activi-
ties.
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EAUTIFUL minds would be an

apt description of the winners

of the drawing, colouring and
phototaking contests, organised by
Buletin Mutiara.

Three contests were held, name-
ly "Bakat Si Cilik — Mewarna", "Per-
aduan Fotografi Hias Rumah Sam-
but Merdeka dan Hari Malaysia"
and "Pertandingan Melukis Poster
Bertemakan: Penang Kekal Hijau,
Penang Lawan Covid-19".

Student Khor Jenny, who
emerged as the first prize winner in
the ‘Bakat Si Cilik — Mewarna" cat-
egory, said colouring is her hobby,
which influenced her to participate
in this competition.

“Colouring brings me a lot
of joy, and | got so excited after
hearing about this competition by
Buletin Mutiara.

“I made my product as colourful
as possible but | least expected to
come out as the first prize winner. |
would like to thank Buletin Mutiara
for this opportunity and my family
for always being supportive when-
ever | show interest in such com-
petitions,” said Jenny during a brief
phone interview.

The victory won her RM250.

Second place winner, Khor Je-
min, also a student, was equally

Z

e/

list and described this

competition as a great
. platform for individuals

f to expose their colour-
ing talents. She walked
away with RM150.

“I' truly love my coun-
try and if you notice in
my art, you will see that
| used the Malaysian flag

in all of my models’ clothing for
all the races from Malay, Chi-

= a W T
Xin Ying's artwork won the
‘Pertandingan Melukis Poster

Bertemakan: Penang Kekal Hijau,
Penang Lawan Covid-19’ category.

delighted over the fact that she
could be part of the winners’

nese, Indian and others.

“I hope Buletin Mutiara will con-
tinue to organise more of such com-
petitions in the future,” said Jemin
during a phone interview.

In the same category, Chew Yu
Qi secured third place and won
RM100.

In the "Pertandingan Melukis
Poster Bertemakan: Penang Kekal
Hijau, Penang Lawan Covid-19" cat-
egory, Lim Xin Ying, also a student,

was the sole winner and bagged
RM300.

Xin Ying capitalised on the cur-
rent Covid-19 scenario by producing
a breathtaking piece of art that had
all the elements of the unprecedent-
ed situation we are all in.

The product shows an individual
holding a magnifying glass that
gives us a close look at our frontlin-
ers fighting the virus.

“Our frontliners have and are still
doing all they can to fight and put an
end to this pandemic, and | wanted
to illustrate it through my art as a
sign of appreciation to all of them.

“More than winning this cat-
egory, | am concerned about the
well-being of the people, and |
hope the situation will only get
better,” said Xin Ying.

As for the "Peraduan Fotografi
Hias Rumah Sambut Merdeka dan
Hari Malaysia" category, Normala
Omar, Chee Choo Yon and Alina
Baharudin won the first (RM500),
second (RM300) and third places
(RM200) respectively.

dan ke ataos.

2. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

3. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 24 cm).

4. Lukisan grofik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer
adalah tidak dibenarkan.

5. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

é. Setiap set penyertaan perlu mereka bentuk pelitup mulut
bertemakan “Penang Lawan COVID-19" dengan logo serta
hashtag #kitajagakita;

7. Borang butiran maklumat peribadi peserta perlu ditampal
di bahagian belakang karya.

8. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan pengonjur adalah tidak sah.

9. Semua karya adalah milik penganjur.

10. Tarikh tutup penyertaan, 31 Mac 2021

Perlandingan
Melukis Posier

Berfemakan:

1. Penyertaan terbuka kepada mereka yang berusia 13 tahun

Nama :

Sila isi butiran berikut:

No.Kad Pengenalan :
Alamat :

Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

m 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

[T; 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz
ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

No Tel/ No Faks

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismaiil

(T) 04 -866 0214

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.02 BERTAM

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-576 7606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 -261 8745

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

[T; 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

YB Zulkifii llorahim M
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim M

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04- 3310163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.01 PENAGA
Ramli Omar

(T) 012 - 487 3070

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

M

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rosli Hasan

(T) 010 - 468 5990

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman
haijifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04- 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

[T; 017 -813 3509
04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

tT; 013-399 0519
04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

YB Goh Choon Aik }'T:g 81 28% 3?13%
N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
jawi@dappg.org F) 04 - 594 3163
N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP

YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah (T)
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

N.23 AIR PUTIH

YB Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Kalendar Pelancongan

SALURAN RASMI UNTUK
INFO TERKINI KEMPEN

awe & PENANG LAWAN COVID-19

0 penanglawancovid19 |

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

m 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

P AnY

&/ penanglawancovid19.com |

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA

o t.me/penanglawancovid19 |

airtam@dappg.org

YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid m 04 - 659 5611
32seridelima@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 5611
N.33 AIR ITAM

YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang (T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

M

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

o penanglawancovid19

Saluran Rasmi Kempen Penang Lawan Covid-19
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Smooth going

for CMCO

sStory by Riadz Akmal and
Edmund Lee

=Pix courtesy of Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis and Law Suun Ting

E first day of the re-imple-

I mentation of the conditional
movement  control  order
(CMCO) on Nov 9 went smoothly in
Seberang Perai and on the island.

Not many vehicles were seen
on the roads, even during morning
peak hours, in Seberang Jaya and
Perai heading towards the Penang
Bridge.

Police officers and personnel
from the Malaysian Civil Defence
Force (APM), People’s Volunteer
Corps (Rela) and the Malaysian
Armed Forces could be seen man-
ning roadblocks at several areas
on the mainland, including along
the border of Penang-Kedah, to
monitor the movement of vehicles
coming in and out from the state.

All states in Peninsular Malay-
sia, except for Kelantan, Perlis and
Pahang, are under CMCO from Nov

9 until Dec 6.

A check by Buletin Mutiara at
several wet markets on the main-
land, such as in Seberang Jaya,
Bukit Mertajam, Permatang Pauh
and Butterworth, found that there
were fewer market-goers.

They practised physical distanc-
ing as well as wore face masks
while doing their marketing.

Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) enforcement officers were
also on duty at the markets early in
the morning.

Every marketgoer had his or
her body temperature checked by
the MBSP officer before being al-
lowed to enter the market.

They were also required to scan
the QR code or write down their
names before entering for contact
tracing purposes.

The enforcement officers also
allowed only a certain number of
people to enter the market at any
one time to prevent overcrowding.

Most of the markets also have
only one entrance and one exit.

(e-Census)

ey
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772020 - 2112.202
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Meanwhile, several recreational
places such as Taman Tunku in Se-
berang Jaya and Robina Eco Park
in Teluk Ayer Tawar, Butterworth
were almost empty.

Only a few people were seen
walking and jogging in the parks
even though such activities are al-
lowed during the CMCO period.

Several shopping malls like
Tesco, Mydin Mall and Sunway
Carnival Mall remain operational
as usual, albeit with a low turnout
of shoppers.

It is also observed that there
are enough food supplies for ev-
eryone and grocery items such
as rice, bread, vegetables, cook-
ing oil, instant noodles and dried
food were all often restocked by
the staff.

The majority of eateries, includ-
ing fast food outlets in Seberang
Perai, remain open for business.

However, fewer people were
seen at dine-ins or takeaways.

Meanwhile on the island, hawk-
ers and traders at the Bayan Baru
food court and its wet market are
bracing for tougher times due to
the CMCO.

A check by Buletin Mutiara at
the Bayan Baru food court and the
wet market, situated in the south-
west district of Penang, found that
there were fewer market-goers and
factory employees patronising the
food court.

According to Bayan Baru Food
Court Association chairman Roy

Ang (inset) says busmess at
the usually bustling Bayan
Baru food court is now very
poor.

Ang Poh Huat, traders in the food
court are set to experience a fur-
ther dip in business following the
CMCO.

According to him, many of the
hawkers have suffered about 70%
losses following the pandemic.

He said the stall owners have
no choice but to continue their
businesses as usual to eke out a
livelihood.

“We can see that this usually
packed food court at Bayan Baru

Police ensuring motorlsts
adhere to the SOPs by not
doing any inter-district or
inter-state travel.

has now become quieter ever since
Covid-19 cases were detected in
the southwest district recently.

“In the past, especially during
normal days, customers would

have difficulty finding seats but
now, most of the seats have no
takers.

“The food court usually attracts
factory workers, who come here to
have their meal but most of them
have been staying away.

“Right now, we can only hope
for the best,” he said when met at
Bayan Baru food court.

Ang added that patrons have
been accustomed to following the
basic standard operating proce-

dures (SOPs).

Bayan Baru Market Traders As-
sociation chairman Tan Ken Keong
concurred with Ang that the CMCO
would further impact the hawkers
and traders.

“l would like to commend the
government and local authorities
for enforcing CMCO to reduce Co-
vid-19 cases.

“We have no choice now but
to pass through this challenging
period,” he said while praising the
police for patrolling the market to
ensure everyone complies with the
SOPs.

ajal "al'ih_ghg,tlempty
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Blind engineer becomes
inspirational cook

uStory by K.H. Ong
=Pix courtesy of Low Wee Keong

OM engineer to cook - that
F: a nutshell is Low Wee Ke-
ong’s life journey.

An aircraft engineer some 15
years ago, Low suddenly went to-
tally blind due to a mishap while
doing maintenance work on an
aircraft in Singapore. The men-
tal anguish and physical pain he
had had to go through is simply
unimaginable.

Now aged 45, Low did not al-
low that tragedy to hold him back
for long.

“I hid myself for a few years
as depression set in. | even tried
to commit suicide. They were my
darkest moments.”

He has become a famous You-
Tuber with over 5,000 subscrib-
ers following his “Blind in the
Kitchen” channel.

The turning point came when
his housemate, Alex Khoo Chong
Chen, egged him on to join a Pen-
ang Hokkien podcast that was
hosted by John Ong, a Penangite
living in the United States.

“Ong misses Penang Hokkien
and started the podcast. Alex told
me that | did not have to take part
but could just listen to the pod-
cast. | was listening to it for some
time until one day, the host asked
me to join in.

“l was hesitant at first but
since it was not a video confer-
encing and we could not see each
other, | decided to join in. We
were then using free Skype calls.”

Three years later came another
game-changing moment.

Doris Tang, one of the pod-
cast members, invited the group
members, including Low, to at-
tend her wedding banquet in
Penang.

Podcast host Ong, who is
Tang’s personal friend, also flew
back from the US for the occa-
sion.

“They sort of forced
me to come out; |
was so tense. At
the same time, |
wanted to be in-
dependent. So, |
told my niece to
drop me at the
hotel.

“When I
reached there,

BU

THE

mml R )

everybody at the table was
shocked to see that | am blind.
Everybody hugged me.

“They said ‘Wee Keong, we're
so sorry that we did not know you
are a blind person. And we some-
times made jokes about blind
people. | said ‘I am okay. | know
it's just jokes’.”

Since then, Low has not looked
back. Whenever they call him out,
he often accepts their offer.

By and by, their warm friend-
ship drew him out of his shell.
Low began to learn how to use
Facebook and do a live event.

Then, last year, Penangite Co-
lin Chee, a group member who
is living in Australia, threw him a
challenge. Chee himself is a fa-
mous YouTuber for his "Never Too
Small” channel.

“He wanted me to step up
again and gave me six months to
come up with a YouTube video.
Believe me or not, he suggested
| do a video on cooking. He knows
that | can do some cooking. As a
young boy, | had picked up some
culinary skills from my mother at
our home in Bukit Mertajam.

“He told me he was not going
to teach me. He said | have to
learn it myself and that | have my
own style and positive energy to
do it. A blind person can cook?,”
Low recalled as he burst into
hearty laughter.

Finally, he mustered enough
courage to take up Chee’s chal-
lenge and as a result “Blind in the
Kitchen” channel on YouTube was
born.

He created his first video in

December 2019
— albeit a little
over the six
month dead-
line given to
him in May.
After
speaking
initially ~ in
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Low's visual 3
impairment does
not stop him
fixing a leaky
smk at home
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Hokkien and then Mandarin, Low
decided to use English and Man-
darin for a wider audience.

“My main purpose is to show
that a blind person can cook. Se-
riously, | am not a chef. | cannot
tell people | create recipes; | am
not qualified for that. | just follow
the originals from my mum,” said
Low.

Up until now, Low has pub-
lished about 50 videos on his
YouTube channel. Among the reci-
pes he has shared were stingray
curry, Thai pork curry, loh bak,
chicken curry with yellow sticky
rice, steamed yam cake with
salted egg yolk, claypot fish curry,
fried congee, and loh mai kai.

Low does not only cook dishes
but can also bake cookies, mop
the floor, vacuum the house, re-
pair pipe leaks, change car tyres,
shower the pets, do own laundry
and some gardening. A handy-

man indeed.
During the movement con-
trol order (MCO) period, Low
took part in a cooking contest

Low preparing the

dishes.

ingredients for one of his

organised by a Chinese magazine.

He was the only Penangite out
of 28 contestants and they had
to submit a five-minute video on
cooking a dish in every round they
qualified.

Low managed to enter the final
round and secured fourth placing.

One of the panel judges was re-
nowned chef Martin Yan, who has
hosted his award-winning PBS-TV
cooking show "Yan Can Cook”.

If there is one person that Low
desires to meet now, it is Malay-
sian celebrity chef Datuk Red-
zuawan Ismail, popularly known
as Chef Wan.

“He is my idol. My dream is
to meet him one day,” Low en-
thused.

Asked if he has any advice for
people struck by sudden blind-
ness or those who are visually
impaired, Low said one important
key is to think positive.

“Self-pity doesn’t work. Don’t
hide yourself. Don't sit there and
do nothing. Don’t look down on
yourself. Give yourself a bit of
time and move on,” he said.

For more of Low’s videos, visit
https://www.youtube.com/chan-
nel/UCiObYxizomXsC-W_XOcEKvA

(briefs |
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BE AMAZED BY ‘SIMPLY
PENANG’

INSPIRED by the success of his
first book, titled “Over Penang”,
photojournalist David S.T. Loh
recently produced another book
called “Simply Penang”. The book
offers an enchanting tapestry

of colours, showing the state’s
storied historical past and its multi-
racial populace with its rich cultural
and artistic heritage. Loh, who
has been in the media industry
for 30 years, paid a courtesy call
on Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
at his office in Komtar where he
presented a copy of the book as

a souvenir to Chow. Chow was
delighted with Loh’s initiative and
hoped that the book would benefit
the people.

GEARING UP FOR PENANG
ARTS DISTRICT

THE Penang Arts District (PAD),
which will house the largest
collection of art galleries,
exhibition spaces and creative
industries at its nine-acre site in
Gat Lebuh Macallum, will be ready
in five years. According to state Art
Gallery chairman Lee Khai, the art
community would benefit once the
PAD materialises. “We will start to
discuss the PAD layout and details
of its building plan by next year and
hopefully everything will proceed
smoothly from there,” he said
after attending the permanent
collection exhibition ceremony at
Dewan Sri Pinang. The exhibition
showcases art pieces donated

by Datuk Dr Tan Chee Khuan. On
the PAD, Chief Minister Chow Kon,
Yeow, who was present, said the
state was looking forward to the
implementation. “This initiative
was mooted by my predecessor
Lim Guan Eng. And the state would
like to continue with it by making it
a reality,” he said.

STATE READY TO HELP
TENANTS IN NEED

TENANTS who are renting the
Penang Island City Council flats

or other kinds of public housing
and are facing difficulty in paying
their rent can call the office of

the Penang Local Government,
Housing, Town and Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo for assistance. Jagdeep
said a separate committee that
was set up in 2015 has been
tasked to address matters
pertaining to rent default. “The
committee will look at how to
assist those who are really in
need. We have various packages
to lessen the financial burden of
the tenants, such as instalment
plans and others,” he said during
a press conference in Komtar

on Nov 11. “The committee will
consider the appeals on a case-by-
case basis. We will help those who
are really in need,” he said.

—
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AEDs FOR COMMUNITY
POLICING TEAM
CONCERNED over the safety of
the public, especially hikers in
the Seri Delima neighbourhood,
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) councillors have
contributed automated external
defibrillators (AED) for public
use. Two AEDs and a demo set,
which comes with a mannequin,
were donated to the Community
Policing Malaysia Penang Charity
Team to be used for emergency
response. “Using our allocation
as councillors, my colleagues,
Tan Soo Siang, Alan Lim, Lee
Wei Siang, Quah Boon Lim and

| have contributed the AEDs

as we believe that they could
benefit many people out there,”
said councillor Wong Yuee Harng
at the handover ceremony on
Nov 1.

TWO FIRMS JOIN FIGHT
AGAINST COVID-19

A CARDBOARD display stand
producer and a manufacturer

of durian products have jointly
donated 10,000 face masks

to the Penang government

to help combat the Covid-19
pandemic. Crystal Anchor Sdn
Bhd marketing director Shum
Jian-Howe said his company

and Duria Manufacturing Sdn
Bhd wished to support the
state’s effort in flattening the
infection curve. “We want to play
our part to stop the spread of
Covid-19. We hope that the face
masks can be distributed to the
frontliners or to those in need,”
he said when met in Komtar

on Nov 3. Shum said that his
company was also planning to
give away face masks to four or
five children’s homes in Penang.
CALL TO PLACE AEDs AT
ACCESSIBLE SPOTS

SINCE the implementation of the
“Heart-Safe Penang” programme
by the state government in
2015, many automated external
defibrillators (AEDs) were
installed at various places in
Penang. Komtar assemblyman
Teh Lai Heng said it is necessary
to ensure that the AEDs are
placed at strategic places for
the public to easily get access

to them during emergencies.
“Previously, we have installed
AEDs in strategic locations

such as the Penang Botanic
Gardens and Esplanade which
can be categorised as high traffic
locations. “The state government
has joined hands with the public
sector and non-governmental
organisations to make available
the AEDs to the public as cardiac
arrest can happen without a
warning,” said Teh during the
AED handover ceremony at St
Paul's Church on Nov 3.

State leads again with first
nature-based classroom

uStory by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Alissala Thian

E innovative skill of Penan-

I gites came to the fore again

following the announcement

of the state’s first nature-based
classroom on Oct 29.

Called The Habitat-WhyteHouse
Nature Classroom, the initiative is
aimed at inculcating practical skills
in the young using nature-based
themes and tools.

It is a collaboration between The
Habitat Penang Hill and the Whyte-
House Education Group.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said The Habitat had made Penang
proud not only in the discovery of
a worldclass rainforest, but also
by spearheading a platform to edu-
cate the future generation on the
importance of understanding and
connecting with Mother Nature.

“Studies have shown that a
naturebased education offers
many unique benefits to a child’'s
academic, social and behavioural
development.

“I am confident that this partner-
ship will contribute towards provid-

Chow (centre) sharing a light moment with kids during their
nature-based classroom at Habitat Penang Hill.

ing a meaningful nature-based edu-
cation to our children for years to
come.

“This initiative, | believe, is also
in line with the policy of the Penang
government to position Penang
Hill as a centre of excellence for
education and eco-tourism which is
also part of the vision and mission
statement for Penang Hill Corpora-
tion (PHC),” said Chow during his

speech at the launching ceremony
of the programme at The Habitat
Penang Hill.

The Habitat managing director
Allen Tan said the Nature Class-
room is a three-hour programme
tailored for children aged four to
Six.

“The pupils will be exposed to
lessons that comprise nature dis-
covery, arts and craft, music and

movement, sensory development
as well as Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathematics (STEM)
activities.

“We have always focused on
rolling out quality nature-based
education experience and it is truly
amazing to finally see our future
generation being part of it,” Tan
said in his speech.

The classes are held on every
Wednesday.

Each session costs RM80 per
student and is capped at 15 stu-
dents to ensure optimal physical
distancing measures are observed.

Also present during the launch-
ing ceremony were state Tourism
and Creative Economy Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin, Social
Development and Non-slamic
Religious Affairs Committee chair-
man Chong Eng, Environment and
Welfare Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh, PHC general manager
Datuk Cheok Lay Leng and The
WhyteHouse Education Group co-
founder Jerry Yeoh.

For further information about
the programme, visit https://the-
habitat.my.

MBPP welcomes ideas to maximise usage of market spaces

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) wants to maximise the
usage of public market spaces,
says MBPP hawker and market
management sub-committee
chairman Alan Lim Wei Lun.

He said they are calling for a
“Request For Ideas” (RFI) from
the public to utilise whatever
available spaces at the 28 mar-
kets across the island in view
of the challenging times brought
about by Covid-19.

“The unemployment rate is
high during this Covid-19 period,
more than 3%. There are job
losses in the manufacturing sec-
tor and the food and beverage
sector.

“But do not despair. Present
your constructive ideas to us
(MBPP) on how we can maximise
the market spaces. We will con-
sider their feasibility and if they
are good, we will implement them
for the benefit of the Penang peo-
ple.

“We may never know. Some
ideas may be out of the box. And
MBPP has also decided to do

Teh (second from right joining (from left) Wong, Theng, Lim and Tan to encourage the
public to provide ideas on how to maximise public market spaces.

away with the deadline set ear-
lier for the RFI,” Lim told a press
conference at Chowrasta Market
on Nov 2.

Also present were Komtar as-
semblyman Teh Lai Heng, MBPP

licensing committee members
Nicholas Theng lJie Wey, Wong
Yuee Harng and Connie Tan.

Teh cited Chowrasta Market
where some kind of activity could
be held after marketing hours

since MBPP had already installed
a canopy there.

Those who want to relay their
ideas to MBPP can email to pele-
senan@mbpp.gov.my or call 04-
2638818.
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