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ENANG has again showed its com-
Pmitment to having women play a

greater role, especially at the govern-
ment level.

In this respect, the state recently
launched the Top-Up Women-Only Additional
Seats (TWOAS) initiative to increase wom-
en’s representation in the state legislative
assembly.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said the
initiative would ensure at least 30% wom-
en’s representation in the august House,
and it would be done through nomination if
necessary.

“In other words, TWOAS will only be
implemented if the percentage of women
elected representatives is less than 30%.

“For example, if there are less than 12
women elected out of the 40 state seats in
Penang, then we will implement TWOAS to
‘top up’ the percentage to 30%.

“If there are six women elected after a
state election, like what we have now, we
will need to ‘top up’ by nominating anoth-
er nine women without going through the
election process.

“If there is no woman elected repre-
sentative after a state election, it will need
an additional 18 appointed women repre-
sentatives to achieve the 30% quota; which
will increase the total number of state repre-
sentatives in the House to 58,” Chow said
during a media conference at his office in
Komtar on Dec 10.

He said the system had been imple-
mented by the Sabah and Terengganu gov-
ernments, and was recently passed in the
Pahang state assembly.

“However, what we are proposing is dif-
ferent.

“There are two important points in the
proposal that the Penang government would
like to stress.

“Firstly, the basis of the nomination will
be according to the percentage of the popu-
lar votes obtained by the (political) parties
through their candidates who took part in
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Chow with (from left) Lai, Rohana, Chong Eng, Norlela, Lim, Ong and Ng after the press conference.

TWOAS will benefit and is fair to all parties, be
it the government or the opposition — Chow

the particular election.

“For example, if the government obtained
60% of the popular votes and the opposition
40%, the government is entitled to nominate
60% and the opposition 40% of the number
of nominated members.

“This means TWOAS will benefit and is
fair to all parties, be it the government or the
opposition,” Chow said.

Secondly, Chow said the TWOAS women
candidates, who would be nominated by
their respective parties, must have under-
gone the gender advocacy workshop.

“The TWOAS candidate list must also
show diversity in terms of ethnicity, age and
others,” he said.

Chow said to achieve the 30% women
representation in the state legjslative as-

sembly under the TWOAS initiative, it would
require amending the state constitution.

“In addition, a new enactment or an
amendment to the existing enactment will
be required to look at the mechanism, rights
and privileges of the nominated assembly-
women.

“The definition of the membership of the
House would have to be amended to recog-
nise the role or additional number of assem-
blymen through the nomination system,” he
said.

A TWOAS special committee, led by Pen-
ang Social Development and Non-lslamic
Religious Affairs Committee chairman
Chong Eng, has been set up.

The special committee is planning to
hold stakeholders’ engagement sessions

early next year to gather public views on the
matter.

Chow said the TWOAS initiative is sched-
uled to be tabled in the year-end state legis-
lative assembly session next year.

Chong Eng said she was very proud of the
Penang government for striving to increase
the number of women representation.

“Penang leads again. We want to thank
the Chief Minister and the executive council
members for supporting the TWOAS initia-
tive. We will need bigger support from the
public when we conduct the stakeholders’
engagement sessions,” she said.

Also present were state Health, Rural
Development, Agrotech and Food Security
Committee chairman Dr Norlela Ariffin, Sun-
gai Pinang assemblyman Lim Siew Khim,
Penang Women’s Development Corporation
(PWDC) chief executive officer Ong Bee Leng
and members of the TWOAS special com-
mittee — Datuk Rohana Abdul Ghani, Dr Ce-
cilia Ng and Karen Lai.
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Road-to-WCIT®:

2022 puts

Malaysia on

world map
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HE three-day Techfest Live
Tfeaturing Road-to-WCIT 2022

has given golden opportuni-
ties to Penang and Malaysia to be
connected to the rest of the world
and also be a gateway to South-
east Asia, says Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

He added the event, held from
Nov 18 to 20, provided local start-
ups and technology companies
great exposure globally.

Although it was supposed to be
a hybrid event, Chow said it had to
be done totally virtual as the physi-
cal aspect was not possible with
the re-imposition of the conditional
movement control order (CMCO)
to curb the spread of Covid-19.

Chow, however, said when the
WCIT 2022 (World Congress Infor-
mation Technology 2022) is host-
ed in Penang, the event would be
held physically as well as virtually
to reach a bigger audience.

Malaysia last hosted WCIT in
Kuala Lumpur in 2008.

“The exposure given to our
start-ups and technology com-
panies here is invaluable. Not

only were they given a platform to
speak, some new companies were
also able to showcase and share
their solutions.

“For example, DABAO, a ser-
vice from Xilnex to help micro F&B
businesses to market to more cus-
tomers, as well as Silkron Technol-
ogy that specialises in smart and
touch screen vending machines —
both are Penang’s pride.

“Also 76 merchants from Pen-
ang were given the opportunity to
push their marketing promos on
Astro and online to ensure maxi-
mum exposure,” Chow said when
interviewed by Astro TV hosts Naz-
ruddin Rahman and Sarah Lian at
Wisma Yeap Chor Ee at the closing
ceremony of the event on Nov 20.

Chow was also pleased that
a total of 3,800 users logged on
to the various platforms over the
three days, likening the WCIT to
the Olympics for the ICT world.

“If it had been a physical event,
we expected 3,000 to 4,000 par-
ticipants from all over the world to
come to Penang, especially World
Information Technology Services
Alliance (Witsa) members from
over 80 countries.

“WCIT is a very prestigious

[

Chow (third from left) with (from left) Yew, Loo, Lee, Seah and Chin showing the Techfest
logo sign, which is a call to reframe technology's promises to better humanity.

event. So, we have almost the
same number of people who took
part in the event virtually,” said
Chow, adding that RM1.5 million
had been spent for the event.

WCIT 2020, which was origi-
nally slated to be held in Penang
in September this year by host
Pikom, the National Tech Associa-
tion of Malaysia, had to be post-
poned due to the MCO.

Pikom then wanted to host it in
2021 but Witsa had already given
Bangladesh the right to host it next
year in conjunction with their 50th
year anniversary celebrations.

The Penang government has
committed RM3 million in cash
and kind to support WCIT 2020.

“I wish Bangladesh all the best;
we hope to see you in Bangladesh
in 2021.

“Actually, it is a blessing in dis-
guise. Instead of a one-off event
this year, it is now run over three
years. We don't call the event
WCIT 2020 because it had been
postponed but we call it Road-to-
WCIT 2022.

“l think the future is all about
digital transformation and digital
retransformation. It is a stimulus
and catalyst for economic growth

in the country and region,” Chow
said.

Pikom adviser CS Chin, who
was also present, thanked Penang
Island City Council mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang, InvestPenang
and the state government for sup-
porting the event.

“We’ll do another event to fo-
cus more on local heroes, start-up
programmes and local technol-
ogy providers. We’'ll also have our

own Pikom Digital Summit where
we are going to bring in physical
events next year. We will do it as a
hybrid,” said Chin, who is also the
WCIT 2022 and Techfest Penang
2020 organising chairman.

Also present at the event were
Yew, InvestPenang chief executive
officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian, Pikom
deputy chairman Sean Seah and
WCIT2020 Sdn Bhd chief execu-
tive officer Low Ngai Yuen.

By Azmi Hussin
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US$75,000 boost for PSC

MOTOROLA Solutions Foundation,
which is based in Chicago, has
awarded a grant of US$75,000
(about RM307,000) to Penang Sci-
ence Cluster (PSC) to inspire stu-
dents to be innovators in science
and technology.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the significant contribution
would benefit students in Penang.

“It is a continuous show of com-
mitment by Motorola Solutions
Foundation which has contributed
a total of RM1.5 million to the Pen-
ang Science Cluster over the last
five years.

“Not many would know that Mo-
torola Solutions Malaysia has been
in Penang for the past 46 years.
During the period, Motorola Solu-
tions has proven itself to be an
invaluable asset in helping to drive
our economy forward.

“The employees of Motorola
Solutions have also volunteered
in many programmes as part of its
corporate social responsibility to
help the community.

“The company has also collabo-
rated with Penang Science Cluster
to inspire students’ interest in sci-
ence and technology.

“I have been informed that the
grant will be used by Penang Sci-
ence Cluster for its Project Ignite,”
Chow told a press conference in
Komtar on Nov 18.

He said Project Ignite is a one-
day programme for primary school
pupils and a two-day programme
for secondary school students that

aimed at inspiring them to be inno-
vators in science and technology.

“Each year, about 4,000 stu-
dents and 400 teachers benefit
from Project Ignite,” Chow added.

He said it is also crucial to equip
children with the access to technol-
ogy platforms and tools.

“This is where the Penang Sci-
ence Cluster's MakersLab pro-
gramme steps in.

“The students will have the
chance to use equipment in their
school’'s MakersLab to continue
learning and innovating.

“The Penang government has
allocated RM3.24 million this year
to establish 87 MakersLab in some
of the schools in the state,” Chow
said.

PSC chief executive officer Ooi
Peng Ee thanked Motorola Solu-
tions Foundation and Motorola So-
lutions Malaysia for their support.

Motorola Solutions Malaysia
Penang managing director Solo-
mon Lorthu was happy to award
PSC the 2020 Motorola Solutions
Foundation Award for the Project
Ignite.

“The programme, in its fourth
year, aims to instil programming
and design thinking skills in prima-
ry and secondary school students.

“Motorola Solutions Foundation
is also proud to include Penang
Science Cluster in our network of
partners as we continue to support
innovative, public safety and tech-
nology, and engineering education
programmes across the globe.
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Penang envisions
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ENANG will be focusing on
Pincreasing its fixed broad-
band penetration rate, par-
ticularly in under-served areas.
Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the state is committed
towards becoming a gigabit city.
"Through the Penang Con-
nectivity Master Plan, we will be
working with the telco industry
and Malaysian Communications
and Multimedia Commission
(MCMC) to upgrade our digital

infrastructure.

"We aim to be a 5G-ready
state by 2022 when the MCMC
plans to award the commercial
5G spectrum.

"We are also targeting 90% of
the 56 public markets in Penang
to adopt e-payments by Decem-
ber this year.

"We are ready for changes
and we welcome new ideas,"
he said on the second day of
Techfest Live featuring Road-to-
WCIT Malaysia on Nov 19, which
showcased the WITSA Global
ICT Excellence Awards.

The WITSA Global ICT Excel-
lence Awards event was also
broadcast live on Astro’s Hello
Channel 702.

Chow said the local councils
went on the online platform to
provide their services since the
start of the Covid-19 pandemic.

"Penang came up with the
PGCare contact tracer initiative
even before the MySejahtera
was created," Chow said.

He congratulated the Pen-
ang Chief Minister Incorporated
(CMI) for winning a Merit Award
for the PGCare Penang Contact

becoming a gigabit ci

Tracer project.

The Penang State Secretary’s
Local Government Division was
also presented with a Merit
Award for its initiative to reduce
physical contact via cashless
transactions.

Chow congratulated all the
winners of the WITSA Global ICT
Excellence Awards.

The WITSA Global ICT Excel-
lence Awards received 129 sub-
missions for its nine categories.

Also present at the event was
Penang Island City Council may-
or Datuk Yew Tung Seang.

New job portals to assist technicians, operators

MANUFACTURING  operators
and technicians who are seeking
job opportunities can check out
two new job portals.

The digital platforms — Opera-
torPengeluaran.my and Techni-
cians.my — were built for manu-
facturing operators and techni-
cians.

It is also a place for manufac-
turing companies to select the
right candidates for jobs.

The platforms were success-
fully provided thanks to the co-
operation of Goche Corporation,
Agensi Pekerjaan Megan Mil-
lions, Pink Label Conferences &
Events and Penang Skills Devel-
opment Centre (PSDC).

Pink Label Conferences &
Events director Yvonne Toh said
OperatorPengeluaran.my  man-
aged to draw nearly 7,000 job
seekers within a few months of

its launching.

“We emphasised on its user
interface so that it is easy for ap-
plicants to use the portal.

“The language used is Ba-
hasa Melayu. It only takes three
simple steps and less than five
minutes to apply.

“We have also worked with PS-
DC to promote Technicians.my.

Toh ays the portals’ user interface makes it easy for applicants.

“We have various categories
of technicians in the job portal,”
she told a press conference in
Komtar on Nov 18.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
thanked the corporations for pro-
viding the job portals.

“The digital platforms provide
more opportunities for Penang-
ites to search for jobs.

“Since 2009, the Penang
government through the Penang
Career Assistance and Talent
Centre (CAT) has continuously
worked to attract and retain tal-
ent in the state.

“Penang Youth Development
Centre (PYDC) set up its career
search portal in June to help the
rakyat, especially youths, to find

jobs.
“Based on a report by Jobs
Malaysia Centre, there are

5,485 job vacancies in Penang
as of June 30,” Chow said.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy, state executive council
members Phee Boon Poh and
Yeoh Soon Hin, Goche Corpora-
tion Sdn Bhd director Eugene
Goh and Agensi Pekerjaan Ma-
gen Millions Sdn Bhd representa-
tive Michelle Chuah.

MICCI stays upbeat in virtual dialogue

THE Covid-19 pandemic has
forced many national and state-
level events to go virtual, with the
latest being the “Malaysian Inter-
national Chamber of Commerce
and Industry Northern Branch An-
nual Dialogue with Chief Minister
of Penang”.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
during his opening remarks, said
the state’s investment perfor-
mance for 2020 (January to Sep-
tember) totalling RM10.6 billion
could not compare with 2019’s
al-time-high of RM16.9 billion
(for the entire year).

“However, domestic direct in-
vestments (DDI) deserve to be
commended for bagging higher

investment inflows compared to
foreign direct investments (FDI)
in the third quarter of this year,”
he said.

“I am glad to note that Pen-
ang’s manufacturing sector re-
mains promising, with the ability
to cushion the struggling service
sector and support our local
economy during this pandemic.

“The pandemic right from the
get-go has clouded us with un-
certainties and marked a rather
gloomy start for 2020.

“Against such a backdrop, |
believe the theme for this year’s
dialogue, ‘Penang’s Economic
Recovery Post Covid-19’ has ad-
equately encompassed our cur-

rent position in addressing the
repercussions brought about by
the pandemic,” Chow said during
the 7th MICCI Northern Branch
Annual Dialogue via teleconfer-
ence at Komtar on Nov 19.

Other topics discussed dur-
ing the dialogue were initiatives
taken by the state government to
revive the tourism sector and job
portals to provide opportunities
for job seekers in the state.

In response to efforts pertain-
ing to reviving the tourism sector,
Penang Global Tourism chief ex-
ecutive officer Ooi Chok Yan said
the state has embarked on vari-
ous efforts such as introducing
“Responsible Tourism” and ac-

creditation system.

“Ever since the movement
control order (MCO) was imple-
mented in March, these two ef-
forts were seen crucial to revive
the tourism sector, and even
now, with conditional movement
control order (CMCO), the efforts
are ongoing,” said Ooi.

Also joining the teleconfer-
ence were Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) mayor Datuk
Rozali Mohamud, Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) secretary
Datuk Addnan Razali, InvestPen-
ang chief executive officer Datuk
Loo Lee Lian and MICCI Penang
branch chairman Michel Van
Crombrugge.
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MBSP BOOST-ING CASHLESS
PAYMENTS

THE Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) has doubled its efforts
towards a cashless society by
teaming up with E-wallet player,
Boost, to provide more options

for cashless transactions. MBSP
mayor Datuk Rozali Mohamud

said through the collaboration,
Seberang Perai residents can now
use the Boost app to pay their

stall rental, tax assessment and
parking compound. “They now have
more choices to do their cashless
transaction whether through the
existing cyber counters provided

by the city council or through this
e-wallet platform,” Rozali said in
his speech before state Local
Government, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo
officiated the launch of the platform
at the MBSP building in Bandar
Perda on Nov 21.

BRIEFING ON ‘JENDELA FOR
PENANG’ FRUITFUL

THE Penang state government and
the Malaysian Communications
Multimedia Commission (MCMC)
had a fruitful discussion on the
newly introduced National Digjtal
Infrastructure Plan (Jendela)

in an online meeting recently.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who attended the virtual briefing
by MCMC, said he hoped the
initiatives, not just involving the two
parties but also other stakeholders,
could be rolled out as soon as
possible. Among those who

took part in the one-hour online
meeting were state Transport and
Infrastructure Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari, head of the local
government division in the Penang
State Secretariat office Nur Aishah
Md Norodin, MCMC chief operating
officer Datuk Mohd Ali Mohd
Hanafiah and his team, and MCMC
Penang state office director Rizal
Abd Malek.

DEVELOPMENT
THE Penang government has
launched the "Skim Bantuan
Pengurusan dan Pentadbiran"
(SBPP) for all state sports
associations to further accelerate
the sports sector. “Previously, the
48 sports associations registered
under the Penang State Sports
Council were assisted with limited
development funds, but now
with SBPP, they can expect an
even stronger administrative and
management ruling within the
capacity of each association,"
State Youth and Sports Committee
chairman Soon Lip Chee said during
a press conference in Komtar
on Nov 20. Soon said the aid
would be distributed accordingly,
depending on the performance of
the 48 associations from Dec 1 this
year to Nov 30 next year.
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courtesy of the companies

year 2020 has been rather chal

I lenging with Covid-19 wreaking havoc
on the economy and also our daily
livies. e

But it has also brought the 3
people closer in the face of &
adversity. e

Some companies chose —=
to share what they can give
and be contented with what
they have, while others decided
1o boost the morale of their staff by deco-
rating their premises with giant Christmas
trees, big candy canes and Christmas bau-
hles,

To celebrate its 20th arniversary this
year, M Summit Group started a string of
yearlong corporate social  responsibility
{CSR) activities a year ago.

M Summit chose "Gift To Penang” as its
theme and mission for its 20th anniversary.

Instead of holding a big lavish bash, the
Group contributed 20,000 face masks to
the Penang government, distributed face
masks to the homeless in Komtar, donated
books and clothes to St Joseph's Home,
cooked Chinese New Year lunch for
Rumah Charis old falks, gave pet
food to 4Paws and Cat Beach and |
gave away  backto-school items
worth Rii11,000 to needy pupils.

The Group's comporate commu-
nications manager Mg Su-fnn said
there is never more a need to spread
joy than in this challenging year.

"We put up our jolly green giant
Christmas tree, adorned by poinset-
tias made of 300 recyclable bottles
outside Menara M Summit in Maga-
zine Road.

“These Christmas flowers also
decked our Bmetall Christmas tree last
year, We want to promote the green
message while sharing the festive spirit
with the public,” she told Buletin Mutiara on
Dec 9.

M Summit 191 Executive Hotel Suites
general manager Moh Wei Ken led a team
of 10 to put up all the omaments.
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touched surfaces
at,1st' Avenue Mall?

“It took us five days to
put up the tree. We have another smaller
tree at our hotel lobby on Level 14," he said.

Meanwhile, the Eastern & Oriental (EZD)
Hotel welcomed the festive season online
as the storied heritage hotel continued its
cherished Christmas tree lighting tradition

for the 1 7th year = but in a no- =l
table first, via the virtual way.

The usual large crowd of
invited guests was absent
from the hotel's Hentage
Wing on Dec 1 to witness
E&0 Hotel general manager
Alison Fraser lighting the 6m-
tall Christmas tree under the
famed echo dome.

Mot wanting to disappaoint the guests,
the hotel invited everyone to join in the
celebration online through Facebook and
Instagram Live.

“We are so glad to see that Christmas
will be such a joyous occasion as-always
at the E&Q Hotel and that many people
will want to come and share their cele
brations with us in the hotel, around the

beautifully decorated tree or in our uut :

lets.” Fraser said.

E&O Hotel has come up with-=
exciting F&B packages for the
yearend festivities at the Sar- °
kies, Java Tree, Paim Court and
Farquhar's Bar.
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At vory Properties Group Berhad, the
Group finds new ways o connect with
one another and evoke the festive cheer,

Ivory Properties Group Berhad cor
porate communications manager Chris
Koay said the movement restrictions and
the pandemic have somewhat dampened
the festive mood.

"Undoubtedly, it has been a tough
year. Still, we feel that it is more impor-
tant than ever to celebrate the joyous
occasion with our colleagues and loyal
purchasers,

“For obvious reasons, 'traditional’ of-

. fice parties are offimits this year.
J o Wehave to find new ways to stay
connected and abide by the re-
strictions.

“We want evervone to have
. a good time, boost their morale
and have something to look forward

(4
o ’ ‘ to next year,” Koay said,

“We have also donated RM20,000
to Sima Handicapped Centre, in aid of the
Sima Disabled Training Fund, o spread
the joy of giving,” Koay said.

Those interested can contact the re-
spective companies for more details.

Meanwhile, Gurney Plaza, Queensbay
Mall and 1st Avenue Mall were among
the shopping malls that have put up their
Christmas decorations.

Workers wete seen constantly sanitising
the frequently touched surfaces at the ™A
Sweet Escape Christmas™ area on the
lower ground floor of 1st Avenue Mall.
- Visttors. thronged Gurney Plaza
1o capture the beautiful Christmas

decorations there,
The "heflo! LONDON" promotions
are now ongoing till Jan 3, 2021.
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‘Yes’ to plastic bag price hike
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ANY Penangites have
welcomed the move by
the state government to

increase the price of plastic bags
from 20 sen to RM1 each at su-
permarkets from Jan 1.

They feel it will help improve
the environmental ecosystem.

In addition to the price in-
crease, state executive councillor
Phee Boon Poh, who is in charge
of Environment and Welfare,
had announced that the sale of
plastic bags from Mondays to
Wednesdays next year would be
banned, thus allowing plastic
bags to be sold from Thursdays
to Sundays at the new rate.

Phee had also explained
money collected from the sale
of plastic bags is meant for the
“Partners Against Poverty” fund
to help the destitute poor.

Buletin Mutiara interviewed a
few shoppers on Nov 18 regard-
ing the state’s decision and be-

low are their views:

Aiman Fashehah Ahmad, 30,
clerk:

“I fully sup-
port and com-
mend  them
on the initia-
tive.

“As we
know, plas- & §
tic bags can [\
bring harmful 8
effects to the
environment.

“Whenever | do my groceries
at the markets, | will always bring
my own reusable bags. And if |
forget to bring them, | just buy
another reusable bag.”

Mekendran Rajaretnam, 28,
engineer:

“From my point of view, | think
the state government should in-
crease the price to RM5 or even
RM10 for a plastic bag.

“This will make shoppers think
twice before they purchase plastic
bags and it will also serve as a de-

terrent  when
the price s
high.

“But as of
now, selling
them at RM1
is still a very
good  move.
And | hope
that one day, = !
everyone  will
stop the use of plastic bags.”

Hidayah Md Zin, 60, retiree:

“I hope this
sharp price in-
crease will en-
courage more
people in Pen-
ang to use re- |
usable bags.

“| notice
that shoppers
generally do
not mind pay-
ing 20 sen for a plastic bag and |
hope the new rate will be a deter-
rent.

“I also hope the move will
educate more Penangites to use

reusable bags to save the environ-
ment.”

Fong Wai Kong, 58, trader:

"Based on
my observa-
tion, about
50% of my Ne
customers
bring their
own paper
bags  when
they are doing
their groceries
at my shop.

"So, when the Penang govern-
ment made this decision, | fully
supported the initiative.

“And hopefully, more of my cus-
tomers will start to bring their own
paper bags after this. | also plan
to sell reusable bags for those
who forget to bring their bags.”

Rashid Md Ali, 51, businessman:
“In principle, | welcome the new
price for plastic bags because
of the long-term benefits it could
bring to the environment.
“But at the same time, | would

E:-f;- Jﬂ"‘
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also like the public to be informed
of the revenue collected and hope
it is put to good use.

“If the money is used to fund
environmental projects and wel-
fare initiatives like Mutiara Food
Bank for the needy, then | am fine
with it.”

Sugan Nadarajan, 38, private
sector work- ~w—"
er:

“When |
first heard the
announce-
ment, | felt |
it was too
soon. But
then, when |
thought about
it again, increasing the plastic bag
charge was a good way to make
everyone go green.

“After all, this will encourage
more people to bring their own re-
usable bags.

“So as Penangites, we need to
support the Penang government
instead of criticising them over
this move.”
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dan ke ataos.

2. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

Perlandingan
Melukis Posier

Berfemakan:

1. Penyertaan terbuka kepada mereka yang berusia 13 tahun

3. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 em x 24 em).

4. Lukisan grofik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer

adalah tidak dibenarkan.
5. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

é. Setiap set penyertaan perlu mereka bentuk pelitup mulut

Nama :
No.Kad Pengenalan :
Alamat :

Sila isi butiran berikut:

bertemakan “Penang Lawan COVID-19" dengan logo serta
hashtag #kitajagakita;
7. Borang butiran maklumat peribadi peserta perlu ditampal
di bahagian belakang karya.
8. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan pengonjur adalah tidak sah.
9. Semua karya adalah milik penganjur.
10. Tarikh tutup penyertaan, 31 Mac 2021

Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

No Tel/ No Faks \ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA
T) 04 - 649 3976 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.02 BERTAM }T) 013 - 430 6400

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismaill

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq P) 04-5767606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 -261 8745

(T) 04 - 866 0214 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman
N.05 SUNGAI DUA m
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor
N.10 SEBERANG JAYA T) 04 - 390 5109
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin F) 04 - 390 5109

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lorahim (T)
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim M

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo

jogdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04-3310163

PKR PENANG HQ

N.0T PENAGA
EB O4- 2288482 Ramli Omar (T) 012 - 487 3070
(T) 04-397 0115 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

Rosli Hasan (T) 010 - 468 5990

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
() Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

(T) 019 - 415 3850
haijifek@gmail.com

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

[T; 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n9.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN

YB Goh Choon Aik &H 81— 28% 321313%
N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
jawi@dappg.org F) 04 - 594 3163
N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP

YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah (T)
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

N.23 AIR PUTIH

YB Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614
lim nen nan v.m

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA
& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA
HOTLINE MBPP

ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN
NEGERI

KASTAM

IMIGRESEN

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

| @
g

0 penanglawancovid19 |

999 JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809
}8? JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
) FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
04-262.1957 ( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
04-250 3419

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046

KANAK-KANAK
CAP 04-829 9511
04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG gjgg} ?}8513
04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

Kalendar Pelancongan

SALURAN RASMI UNTUK
INFO TERKINI KEMPEN
PENANG LAWAN COVID-19

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

P AN

</ penanglawancovid19.com )

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA

o t.me/penanglawancovid19 |

airtam@dappg.org

YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid }T% 04 - 659 5611
32seridelima@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 5611
N.33 AIR ITAM

YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang (T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

M

o penanglawancovid19

Saluran Rasmi Kempen Penang Lawan Covid-19
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MBSP 2020
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sStory by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad and Yap Lee Ying

CHANCE encounter with a
friend in Taiwan some 10
ears ago spiked Low Kheng

Keat's interest in stingrays.

Low, 37, was at that time sell-
ing arowana fish and his decision
to shift to freshwater stingrays has
proven to be a success today.

“When | saw he had one of
those rays in his aquarium, | was
fascinated by this unique and beau-
tiful creature.

“And since the market price of
arowana fish had started to fall, |
began to think of an alternative.

“At that time also, there was no
one in Malaysia selling this type of
stingrays. And | saw the potential
that these rays have.

“When | asked my friend for ad-
vice, he suggested that | buy sting-
rays from Brazil. He said the best
quality stingrays come from Brazil.
So, the rest is history,” Low told
Buletin Mutiara during a recent in-

Some of the beautiful

stingrays in Low's
collection.

terview at his shop.

He then began learning more
about the freshwater stingrays,
such as its life cycle, water require-
ments, behaviour and food.

Today Low has the distinction of
being the only freshwater stingray
breeder in Penang.

PERDUDUK & PERUMAHAN
MALAYSIA| 2020

[e-Census)

20.1.2021 - 6.2.202]

[Bersemuka)

WWW.mycensus.gov.my

7.7.2020 - 2112.2020

@My Census2020
@S5tatsMalaysia

® 1HIHI 88 T?Eﬂ

Hidden potential f
freshwater stingrays

During normal times, before the
movement control order was imple-
mented, his business was brisk.

He then received a steady flow
of customers for his unique sting-
rays at his shop in Sungai Bakap.

He said freshwater stingrays can
be bred as an ornamental fish in an
aquarium or a pond in the house
just like the arowana fish.

Freshwater stingrays are native
to South America, with most spe-
cies coming from the Amazon River.

They are also found in the river
systems in Southeast Asia, Austra-
lia and Africa.

They are carnivorous and like to
feed on small fish, worms, clams,
oysters, snails and shrimp.

Low said it is not easy to take
care of these stingrays because it
requires many equipment and a lot
of time to ensure that the water pa-
rameters are good in terms of pH
value and fresh water.

“The life span of a stingray is
about 30 years but if the person

Goh says stingray breeders
should be assisted.

does not know how to take care of
it, then it can die within a year. The
stingrays are very sensitive to the
pH value and fresh water.

“Usually, my customers are
knowledgeable about this but if
the buyer is a novice, then | will
give tips on how to provide proper
care,” he said.

Low said the prices for his sting-
rays range between RM2,000 and
RM20,000 depending on the spe-
cies and the skin patterns. He also
sells them on Facebook.

“The more beautiful and rare the
skin patterns, the more expensive
they are.

“Currently, my shop has more
than 200 stingrays from five rare
species.

L

“They are super white, super
white hybrid, black diamond sting-
ray, marbled stingray and albino
stingrays.

“The most expensive species is
super white stingray because of its
beautiful skin patterns,” he added.

Some hobbyists buy the fresh-
water stingrays as pets and others
for display at restaurants or com-
mercial centres.

Bukit Tambun assemblyman
Goh Choon Aik, who was also pres-
ent during the interview session,
urged the Penang government to
help the breeders who are involved
in this unique industry.

“As we know, Mr Low here is the
only freshwater stingray breeder in
the state. So, it will be good to help
him expand his business.

“This is part of creative econo-
my and | believe anyone who would
like to venture into this field and
need some financial help should
be assisted,” he said.

Goh also felt Low’s freshwater
stingray shop could be promoted
as a tourist attraction.

“This will also help to make the
place popular through showcas-
ing the beauty of freshwater sting-
rays,” said Goh.

For more details, visit https://
m.facebook.com/ornamentalfish-

penang/

Kind gesture from assemblyman

IN light of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, Batu Lancang assemblyman
Ong Ah Teong has come out to
donate two canopies, several
fans and 100 chairs to the Jalan
Perak Health Clinic.

He said the two canopies
could provide shade for the
people queuing up to have their
swab tests taken.

“When they come to have
their Covid-19 tests, they can
at least have a proper place to
seek shelter from the scorching

hot sun and rain.

“I hope this contribution will as-
sist the clinic during this pandemic.

“Overall, the cost for the cano-
pies, fans and 100 chairs is about
RM7,000,” Ong said after inspect-
ing the canopies at Jalan Perak
Health Clinic.

Jelutong MP RSN Rayer, who
was present, urged everyone to ad-
here to the standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs) to break the chain
of infection.

“l sincerely respect the sacri-

fices of the frontliners in carrying
out their duty professionally and
efficiently.

“This contribution is a timely
boost for them and people coming
to the clinic,” said Rayer.

Northeast district health officer
Datin Dr Azizah Ab. Manan said she
appreciated the effort and gener-
osity shown to the frontliners.

“I would like to reiterate that ew-
eryone should play their part and
follow SOPs during this pandemic,”
she said.
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Artist with a heart |

for wildlife, nature §
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ENANGborn Christine Das
P(pix) got her “art” calling rath-

er late in life - only when she
turned 40!

But over the last 13 years, she
has become a successful wildlife
conservation artist, whose art
works are created purely based on
her personal connection with Moth-
er Earth.

Hailing from a state that has pro-
duced some remarkably successful
individuals in various fields, Chris-
tine got her first major breakthrough
in 2011 after being introduced into
the contemporary art world.

She was then invited to be part
of a national level group exhibition
called 1Malaysia Contemporary
Art Tourism 2011 (MCAT), an ef-
fort introduced by the then Tour-
ism, Arts and Culture Ministry.

Despite the relatively late call-
ing, Christine, 53, completed her
Diploma in Graphic Designing af-
ter her schooling days, and went
to work as one in a multidisci-
plinary arts centre for 18 years
before taking the plunge to be-
come a fulltime artist.

“At the age of 35, | went into
a midife crisis and was thinking
deeply about the purpose of my life.

This vibrant Ic.>'oki,ng tiger

isjreadyjto)jroariatjyou?

| thought of all kinds of possible
ways of giving back something to
the society | live in.

“Vibrant tigers, elephants and
owls are my three most favourite
wildlife creatures ever. Therefore, |
decided to embark on this journey
as an artist and ever since, | have
always had a soft spot for these

three animals in almost all of my
artworks.

“l depict the beauty of nature
in all my paintings. Whether they
are Mother Earth, wildlife or trees
series, | emphasise the ecstatic
and the beauty of nature simply
because these days, people are
just so disconnected from one an-

other.

“We choose to embrace our gad-
gets so tightly to the extent we fail
to embrace nature, a marvelous gift
by God himself.

“The beauty of nature is the core
message that | have portrayed and
will always portray in my artworks,”
Christine said during an interview
with Buletin Mutiara.

Since joining the MCAT group
exhibition, Christine has not looked
back. She has gone on to the inter-
national stage, showcasing some
of her best works in countries like
Singapore, the United States, Ja-
pan, United Arab Emirates, France
and England.

Moving forward, part of Chris-
tine’'s plan is to reinforce and
make advocacy for elephants and
wildlife conservation even stron-
ger.

“Malayan tigers are going ex-
tinct, and | don’t want elephants
to share a similar fate.

“Also, | have a plan for conser-
vation education, which | can’t re-

ally reveal much as it is still work-
in-progress,” she added.

For aspiring artists, Christine
said as much as it is important to
have goals in life, it is equally im-
portant to protect what you have
first, which is your full-time job.

“Until and when you know for
a fact that your art is able to
sustain your life, you do the nec-
essary and pay full attention on
building your base in the industry.

“As a wildlife conservation art-
ist, | stay true to myself and my
purpose in life. My good fight is
for the preservation of our natural
heritage which is our wildlife and
rainforests.

“Criticism is part of one’s suc-
cess. You can't escape it; just
learn to embrace it, and you will
reach greater heights in life.

“Discipline and consistency
are key elements to have as an
artist. Don’t wait to paint only
when you have the inspiration. Do
it, and you will be inspired along
the way,” Christine concluded.

Doing their bit for charity

THE Federation of Malaysian Man-
ufacturers (FMM) Penang, togeth-
er with OCBC Bank (Malaysia), has
now raised more than RM1 million
to help Penang-based charity or-
ganisations, welfare homes and
those in need during this difficult
period.

FMM Penang adviser Datuk
Dr Ooi Eng Hock said a total of
RM400,000 had been disbursed
to 20 charity organisations and
another RM100,000 was donated
to the Penang Lawan Covid-19
fund to support the operating ex-
penses.

“We plan to do more for the
needy community, especially
needy students, with the remain-
ing sum,” Ooi said when met at
the OCBC Premier Banking Pen-
ang in Beach Street on Nov 21.

Ooi said FMM Penang and
OCBC Bank (Malaysia) have pre-
pared some 50 photos to be given

to the donors as a token of appre-
ciation.

“These photos contain portraits
of leaders in the industry, civil so-
ciety and politics,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
was invited to pen his signature on
the photos.

“I am happy to note the initia-
tive by FMM Penang and OCBC
Bank.

“Many charity organisations
are facing difficulty to raise funds
to support their own operations in
view of this challenging period.

“The initiative by FMM Penang
and OCBC Bank will bring joy and
relief to these organisations.

“The funds can be used to sup-
port their operations and help the
community,” Chow said.

He added that FMM Penang and
0OCBC Bank had demonstrated the
“Kita Jaga Kita” spirit by taking the
initiative to help those in need.

Also present were FMM Penang
chairman Datuk Jimmy Ong, OCBC
Bank (Malaysia) Berhad senior

manager (Penang branch) Chea Chow penning his signature on
Hak Tee and FMM Penang adviser the photos. With him are (from

Datuk Khoo Cheok Sin.

right) Chea, Ong and Ooi.



uStory by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Chan Kok Kuan

RCHERY coach Shamani
Ganesen and petanque
oach Nasir Mohd Noor re-

ceived a pleasant surprise recently
when they were named the Coach
Excellence Award winners for wom-
en and men respectively in Penang,

The duo received a certificate
plus BSN Sijil Simpanan Premium
worth RM1,000 each from state
Youth and Sports Committee chair-
man Soon Lip Chee in a simple cer-
emony in Komtar on Nov 27.

They were also among 14 coach-

NEW ROAD OFFERS
BETTER ACCESSIBILITY
THE newly-opened 240m road
connecting Lebuhraya Thean Tek
to Kampung Pisang offers an
alternative route for motorists
from Air ltam, Paya Terubong

and Bandar Baru Air [tam. Air
[tam assemblyman Joseph Ng
said the new road will help to
disperse traffic volume especially
during peak hours. “The Air

[tam and Paya Terubong state
constituencies are huge and there
is traffic congestion during peak
hours,” Ng said before opening

the road on Nov 13. On a separate

matter, Ng said he has written to
the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) after receiving feedback
from the public pertaining to the
number of traffic lights along
Lebuhraya Thean Tek.

FMM: COVID-19 TASKFORCE

IN MOST FACTORIES

THE Federation of Malaysian
Manufacturers (FMM) Penang has
welcomed the state’s decision
that all companies and factories

must set up a taskforce if Covid-19

cases are detected among their
workers. FMM Penang chairman
Datuk Jimmy Ong said most of the
factories in the state already have
such a taskforce. “The taskforce
should be ready even before

any worker is infected as they
(employers) also need to prepare
the rules and regulations for
contact tracing and quarantine,”
he told Buletin Mutiara on Nov 16.
On Nov 13, Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow had announced that

all companies and factories were
required to set up an emergency
response protocol taskforce if any

of their workers tested positive for

Covid-19.

es who were selected by the Pen-
ang State Sports Council (PSSC) to
receive an appreciation certificate
each from Soon.

In all, PSSC has 134 coaches
working either parttime or fulltime.

Shamani, 34, who is a fulltime
coach, said the award was unex-
pected.

“It is a boost for me to go to the
next level. When | was an archer,
| only thought of my event. But as
a coach, | have to care more for
my trainees, be very patient and
humble, learn all their characters
and also update my knowledge of
the equipment every year.

“One of the challenges as
a coach is to deal with the stu-
dents’ parents, especially when
it comes to their children’s edu-
cation or tuition. It's more about
management,” she said.

Shamani’'s high points as
an archer were winning a silver
medal (70m) for Malaysia in the
2003 SEA Games in Vietham
and representing Malaysia in the
2004 World Championships in

New York.

She then became a parttime
coach with PSSC after the 2008
Sukma in Terengganu and became
fultime after two years.

Under her guidance, the Penang
men’s compound team, compris-
ing M. Khambeswaran, Syed Imran
Syed Ibrahim and Muhamad Faris
Jamaludin, won the archery team
gold in the 2018 Sukma in Perak.

Kelantanborn Nasir, who has
lived in Penang for the past 20
years, said he was shocked to re-
ceive the award.

“This is beyond my expecta-
tions. | thought we coaches were
invited to come here for a ‘makan’.

“The award will inspire me to
continue doing my best.

“To me, it is important to start
coaching athletes from young and
build a good rapport with them. If
we can get them to start from Form
One or UPSR (Year Six), all the bet-
ter. We should get some results
when they are in Form Four,” said
Nasir, who has been a fulltime
coach with PSSC since 2011.

Shamani (left) and Nasir showing off their certificates as they
pose with Soon at the coaches' award ceremony.

When Nasir coached the nation-
al team, Hafizuddin Mat Daud won
the men'’s singles gold medal in the
2015 SEA Games in Singapore.

Soon said the awards were to
recognise the contributions of the
coaches, who are responsible, ded-
icated and trustworthy.

“The awards are to also in-
spire other coaches to raise their
standard. Coaches, like athletes,
also need to improve themselves
by learning new knowledge and
skills,” Soon said in his speech.

PSSC director Harry Chai Heng
Hua said the state coaches were
picked on four main factors.

These are the quality of training
sessions they introduced, their in-
volvement in PSSC programmes,
their personal qualities and the
performance of their charges in
tournaments.

Besides Nasir and Shamani,
the other coaches who received
appreciation certificates were Mu-
hammad Hafiz Zahari (lawn bowls),
Azheem Bahari (diving), Foong Kok
Seng (gymnastic), Tan Ai Ling (gym-
nastic), Jhonny Kasiran (boxing),
Rifat Artikov (athletics), Olesya
Gasparyan (athletics), Shuhairi
Chin (pencak silat), Vicknesvaran
Umapathy (athletics), Chong Min
Fei (wushu), Thor Chee Yee (karate
kata) and Mohamad Fazil Mohd
Asri (speak takraw).

Among those present at the
awards’ ceremony were Pengkalan
Kota assemblyman Daniel Gooi,
Batu Uban assemblyman A. Ku-
maresan, PSSC deputy chairman 2
Cheah Ban Cheng, PSSC coaching
committee chairman V. Jayanand-
han and PSSC management com-
mittee member Lim Lay Sim.

FOR Lim Shou Xian, being
a florist went against some
people’s preconceived ideas
about occupations.

They judge whether certain
jobs are more suitable for men
or women.

However, Lim is not both-
ered by such occupational
stereotypes. Lim, 27, started
to develop an interest in floral
arrangement when he was very
young.

“I learned a lot from my
mother who arranged flowers
for her customers.

“I worked and | took floral
arrangement classes in Taiwan
after | completed my Bach-
elor's Degree in Hospitality
there in 2016.

“Then | returned to Ma-
laysia and ventured into this
business which also focuses
on preserved flowers,” he told
Buletin Mutiara during a recent
interview at his shop.

Lim currently owns a flower
shop in Taman Sintar Indah in
Nibong Tebal.

“The most interesting part
about preserved flowers is
that they are able to maintain
their original beauty and ap-
pearance for a long time after

Blooming business for Penang florist

they undergo the preservation
process.

“Unlike fresh flowers that can
only last for a few days, pre-
served flowers can last between
three and five years, or even lon-
ger, if they are kept properly.

“This is one of the reasons
why many customers prefer pre-
served flowers for their floral
decorations,” he added.

Lim said he imports his
preserved flowers from Japan
which is known to have the best
quality of preserved flowers.

“Currently, my shop has a va-
riety of preserved flowers such
as rose, lily, jasmine, Baby’s
Breath, carnation or clove pink,
as well as hydrangea.

“The bloom that gets the
most attention is rose,” Lim
said.

He receives a steady flow of
orders from his customers al-
though his shop had just start-
ed operating last year.

“We do have customers who
give brilliant ideas and we do
what we can to come up with the
floral arrangement.

“One of my floral decoration

Lim showing a collection of decorations he made by using
preserved flowers.

styles is to showcase the flow-
ers in glass domes. Presenting
them in glass domes can en-
hance the beauty of the flow-
ers,” he said.

Lim said that each floral
decoration could take up to five

hours to complete, depending
on its complexity.

Besides using preserved
flowers, Lim also uses artificial
or fresh flowers in his work (de-
pending on his customer’s re-
quest).
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