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ENANG has recorded an increase
Pof over 95,000 cruise passengers

from 354,047 in 2018 to 449,885
in 2019.

The 27.1% increase in passenger ar-
rivals was announced by Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow based on the statistics
he received from Penang Port Sdn Bhd
(PPSB) recently.

Chow added the number of vessels
increased slightly from 185 in 2018 to
198 in 2019.

“Congratulations to Penang Port Sdn
Bhd,” he told a press conference at the
Sia Boey archaeological urban park be-
fore launching “The Path of the Penang
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Hot Air Balloon Fiesta 2020” there to-
gether with state Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin on Jan 10.

“The Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd, one
of the world’s leading cruise companies,
signed a joint venture with PPSB in Sep-
tember in 2018 to redevelop Swetten-
ham Pier Cruise Terminal (SPCT).

“When SPCT is redeveloped, it is an-
ticipated to increase tourist arrivals and
be a catalyst in creating jobs and spur
Penang’s economy.”

According to Chow, the top 10 nation-
alities for arrivals via SPCT were from
Singapore, India, Indonesia, China, Aus-
tralia, West Germany, United Kingdom,

* see page 2
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File pic of the Spectrum of the Seas docking at the Swettenham Pier Cruise Terminal.




Finalists for
South Islands’
Masterplan

design

competition

uStory by Christopher Tan

IVE world-renowned teams
Ftogether with their Malay-

sian partners have suc-
cessfully made it to the design
stage of the Masterplan Design
Competition of the proposed
Penang South Islands (PSI) proj-
ect.

Competition adviser Ang Chee
Cheong said the five finalists
would now be working on their
designs for the competition.

The finalists are BIG — Bjarke
Ingels Group (Denmark) with Hij-
jas Architect & Planner; Foster
+ Partners (UK) with GDP Ar-
chitects Sdn Bhd; MVRDV (the
Netherlands) with aLM Archi-
tects; Tekuma Frenchman Ur-
ban Design (USA) with EOWON
Architects; and UN Studio (the
Netherlands) with Architects 61
Sdn Bhd.

Each finalist team consists
of an international and a Malay-
sian company to ensure that the
proposals contain excellent con-
cepts and solutions.

The deadline for the design
submission is April 8.

Ang said two Penang firms —

aLM Architects and EOWON Ar-
chitects — made it to the finals.

“The competition is a good
platform for local companies to
gain exposure and to learn from
the best practices. It is never
too late to learn,” he told Bule-
tin Mutiara after the press con-
ference on Jan 16.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the international competi-
tion started with its qualification
process in November last year.

“The competition saw over-
whelming global response with
124 submissions from 26 coun-
tries, including Malaysia.

“The contestants submit-
ted their entries as consortium
teams comprising outstanding
Malaysian and world-leading
architects and planners; as
well as smart city, engineering,
design and branding, technol-
ogy and innovation, mobility and
transportation, landscape, sus-
tainability and environmental de-
sign experts,” he said.

“The proposed PSI project is
a state government key strate-
gic initiative; emphasising on
environment, social aspects
and the economy of the state.
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(From right, forefront) Norazmi, Ang, Yew, Chong Eng, Chow and Abdul Razak with the final-

ists at The TOP Rainbow Skywalk.

“Measuring 4,500 acres of
land, the three islands will pro-
vide affordable housing, as well
as public and private amenities;
with approximately 4.6km of
public beaches, over 600 acres
of parks and 25km of waterfront
promenade.

“World-class cutting-edge in-
frastructure and smart city fea-
tures will be incorporated into
this new future-forward develop-
ment. The PSI project is set to
be the new catalyst for growth
which will result in the creation
of high-value jobs in the state.

“This long-term project will
prepare Penang for Industry
4.0 through the incorporation of
smart city and smart park fea-
tures, with an efficient and inte-
grated transport system,” Chow
added.

Also present were State
Secretary Datuk Abdul Razak
Jaafar, state legal adviser Da-
tuk Norazmi Mohd Narawi, Pen-
ang Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari, state Women
and Family Development, Gen-
der Inclusiveness and Religions
Other Than Islam Committee

chairman Chong Eng, Penang
Island City Council mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang and SRS Con-
sortium project director Szeto
Wai Loong.

It is learnt that the finalists

were taken on a site visit before
the press conference.

They also visited The TOP
Rainbow Skywalk and enjoyed hi-
tea at TOP View Restaurant and
Lounge.
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South Koreans top increase
In passenger arrivals

* from page 1

United States of America, South
Korea and Japan.

“The total passenger arrivals
from each of these countries
show double digit growth from
2018, except Indonesia that
showed an increase of 8.25%.

“The top five countries with
highest increase (i.e. 2018 vs
2019) are from South Korea
(75.82%), UK (68.1%), India
(51.56%), China (50.80%) and
Australia (44.90%).”

While the economic pros-
pects in the world may look not
so bright for some, Penang Port
Commission chairman Jeffrey
Chew remains optimistic that
there would be many opportuni-
ties in 2020.

He said they expect to start
expansion work at the terminal in
the first quarter of this year.

“We may have challenges but
we are optimistic of a stable year
and a dynamic market. We intend
to expand the length of SPCT by
up to 400m to cater to bigger
ships, which can bring in 4,000
to 5,000 passengers,” Chew
said.

“We're looking at how well
the area is managed. We should
have more exciting news coming
up as we wait for regulatory ap-
provals in a week or two.

“Not many are travelling to
Europe but more are coming to
Asia. Malacca and Port Dickson
are also enhancing their own

ports and | believe this is not a
competition but will add value to
the country.”

In 2019, there were a total of
five cruise liners that made their
maiden call at SPCT.

They were Pacific Jewel (2,014
capacity) and Costa Luminosa
(2,826 capacity) in March, Spec-
trum of the Seas (4,200 capac-
ity) in May, Mein Schiff 6 (2,534
capacity) and Norwegian Jade
(2,402 capacity) in December.

Among the huge liners that
had called at SPCT were Quan-
tum of the Seas and Ovation
of the Seas by Royal Caribbean
Cruisers and the luxury liner
Queen Mary Il

Other notable cruise opera-
tors included Costa Crociere,
Princess Cruises and Celebrity
Cruises.

Also present at the press con-
ference were state Tourism De-
velopment, Arts, Culture and Her-
itage Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin, Komtar assemblyman
Teh Lai Heng, Batu Lancang as-
semblyman Ong Ah Teong, SPCT
head Mohamed Shaffi Khatri Ab-
dulla and PPC general manager
Monaliza Suhaimi.

Joining them were Penang
Global Tourism chief executive
officer Ooi Chok Yan, Ministry of
Tourism, Arts and Culture Malay-
sia (MOTAC) Penang director Jon-
athan Freddy Bagang, TLM Event
manager director Jack Wong and
AKA Balloons chief executive of-
ficer Nur Izzati Khairudin.



State govt
committed
to providing

affordable

homes

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter

ENANG will continue to
Pensure there is an ade-

quate supply of affordable
homes, says state Local Govern-
ment, Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo.

Jagdeep gave this assurance
during the ground-breaking cere-
mony of the Grace Harmony hous-
ing project on Jan 19.

He said a total of 103,721
housing units have been built,
are being built and have been ap-
proved to be built in the state to
date.

Giving a breakdown, he said
29,959 units have been built,
24,328 units are in various stag-
es of being built, and 49,434
units have been given the approv-
al to be built.

“We will continue to do this, to
ensure that there is an adequate
supply of affordable homes in
the state,” Jagdeep said in his
speech.

He added the state govern-
ment would keep up with its effort
in ensuring that there is no over-
hang in the state.

“For the past 10 years, we
have seen an increase in price (8
to 10%) with regard to housing in
the major urban cities in Malaysia.

“In order to control the housing
prices, the state government had
introduced many ‘cooling mea-
sures’ which resulted in the stabi-
lisation of the prices.

“At the end of last year, we
were the only one among the ur-
ban cities to see a decrease in the
number of overhangs,” he added.

Besides that, Jagdeep said he
would be focusing more on assist-
ing the lower income group in get-
ting access to housing loans this
year.

“I intend to work closely with

the ministries (housing and fi-
nance) to help our people in the
lower income group in getting their
housing loans.

“| see that developers in the
recent times have provided many
facilities for the residents in af-
fordable homes. That is com-
mendable.

“We (state government) will al-
so adhere to our rules on the size
of the units being built as we want
them to be livable,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who was the guest of honour at
the function, also affirmed that
the state government would al-
ways give utmost importance to
affordable housing for its people.

“The key indicator of develop-
ment is when the people are able
to enjoy the fruits of development
such as the provision of jobs, sal-
ary, housing and so forth.

“So, one of the important KPIs
(Key Performance Index) for the
state government would be in
ensuring that the policies made
by the state and the local govern-
ment lead us towards this direc-
tion.

“I have also instructed the
Chief Minister Incorporated (CMI)
to check on the land owned by the
state in the Jelutong area for af-
fordable housing projects,” said
Chow in his speech at the cer-
emony.

Also present were CMI deputy
general manager S. Bharathi,
Nova Mulia Development manag-
ing director Annie Choo, Sungai
Pinang assemblyman Lim Siew
Khim and Air Itam assemblyman
Joseph Ng.

The Grace Harmony, which is
located nearby Jalan Ahmad Nor,
is a 42-storey project which will be
completed in four years’ time.

It has 310 low medium-cost
units and 444 units of affordable
housing units.
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Malaysia sends back 150 containers of plastlc waste

MALAYSIA has repatriated 150
containers of plastic waste weigh-
ing approximately 3,737 metric
tonnes to their countries of origin.

Energy, Technology, Science,
Climate Change and Environment
(MESTECC) Minister Yeo Bee Yin
described this as an “unprece-
dented” move as the repatriation
exercise did not have any cost im-
plication to the government.

She said the costs were either
borne by the exporters or ship-
ping liners.

“The 150 containers sent
back were seized at Port Klang
and ports in Penang, Sabah and
Sarawak previously. There are
still 110 containers waiting to be

shipped back to their countries.

“Through our inspections at
the ports and data from the Royal
Malaysian Customs Department,
most of the containers are export-
ed from developed countries, in-
cluding France, United Kingdom,
United States, Canada, Spain,
and Japan.

“Therefore, MESTECC will con-
tinue with the joint enforcement
activities to weed out the impor-
tation of illegal plastic wastes,”
she told a press conference at
the North Butterworth Container
Terminal (NBCT) on Jan 20.

Yeo stressed that the country
was not a dumping ground and
the authorities were strict on the

plastic wastes that were illegally
brought in.

“A National Action Plan for Im-
portation of Plastic Wastes will
be launched next month by MES-
TECC.

“It will be a guide to all rel-
evant enforcement agencies for
strengthening the enforcement
activities and procedures to com-
bat illegal transboundary move-
ment of plastic wastes,” she
said, adding that it was important
to protect human health and en-
vironment.

Also present was state Wel-
fare, Caring Society and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh.

Bawani (centre) questioning a premises owner during the spot check.

MBPP shuts down two dirty eateries

TWO restaurants were ordered
closed by the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) for failing to meet
standard hygiene requirements.

MBPP environmental health
officer Bawani Murugasan said
both restaurants, located in Ja-
lan Tan Sri Teh Ewe Lim and Jalan
Jelutong, were closed down after
MBPP officers found rat droppings
during a spot check.

“Besides that, one of the prem-
ises was also infested with cock-
roaches.

“Thus, we decided to close
them down under provisions of the
MBPP Bylaws 38(1) Food Estab-
lishment 1991.

“The two restaurants will be
closed for 14 days,” Bawani told
reporters during the operation on
Jan 20.

According to Bawani, a total of
eight compounds were issued to
the three premises on Jan 20 for
various offences such as cross-
contamination between raw and
cooked food.

“The compounds for the offenc-
es range from RM100 to RM250.

“This is the seventh operation
since November last year and we
will continue to do so until Feb 2.

“So, we hope this kind of opera-
tion will instil some sort of aware-
ness in the food operators to prac-
tise proper food sanitation,” she
added.

Bawani said a total of eight
MBPP officers from the Licensing
Department were involved in the
operation.
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EVERAL museums have
SSprung up in Penang in re-

cent years. lronically, one
of them that is of top-notch class
seems to draw more foreign tour-
ists than locals.

It is none other than the Colo-
nial Penang Museum.

Located at No. 7 Jalan D.S.
Ramanathan in Pulau Tikus, the
museum occupies a two-storey
bungalow that is being leased out
to the Ma family by the state gow-
ernment.

The museum is one of a kind,
housing antique furniture, stain
glass windows, priceless orna-
ments and artworks, among oth-
ers, that show the opulent lifestyle
of the famous merchants in Pen-
ang and the British administrators.

Never did it cross the mind of
Jasmine Tan that she and her hus-
band, Ma Chin Hwa, would one
day operate the museum when
she started to be an antique col-
lector over 50 years ago.

“l was about 20 years old when
| began collecting small items,
piece by piece. It grew until | had
no place to put them.

“The then Chief Minister (Lim
Guan Eng) encouraged me to
show them in a museum to the
new generation or else they would
not know the lifestyle of the past.

“At first, | never thought of do-
ing it on such a big scale. | just
wanted to display them,” recalled
Tan, who is also passionate about
horse racing.

Tan and Ma, who are now less
active in their quarry business,
said they had spent RM3 million to
renovate the building in 2013 be-
fore opening for business in 2015.

There are over 1,000 artefacts
in the museum.

Visitors are provided a guided
tour and a knowledgeable guide
like Alvin Wong can walk them
through the homes of the rich mer-
chants at that time.

As you enter its compound, you
will be greeted by 22 pieces of Ro-
man pillars which were made of
cast iron.

In the colonial days, Wong
said, such pillars were put
in front of the wealthy
merchants’ car porch to
show off their wealth and
impress visitors.

Standing near the pillars is a
tree house, which visitors are wel-
come to climb up.

It is supported by the trunk
of the angsana tree that was
chopped down after being struck
by lightning in 2013 near Penang
Hospital.

Museum with a rich

Upon entering the museum, a
charming white Carrera marble
statue of a girl sleeping on a pillow
can catch your eye.

It was sculptured by renowned
artist Atelier R. Bigazzi Florence in
the 19th century.

Wong said during that time, the
rich would take photographs and
request their artists to carve sculp-
tures based on their beloved’s im-
age for remembrance.

For the little girl, Wong said he
believed her father must have been
captivated by her sweet sleep that
he sent his photograph to Bigazzi
to sculpture it on a piece of Italian
white Carrera marble.

The folds of the pillow are so
well sculptured that the pillow
looks real.

Another interesting item dis-
played is a sailing ship which was
made of thousands of cloves.

Cloves were very rare in the
17th and 18th centuries and were
worth their weight in gold.

“The Chinese merchants in
Penang bought cloves home then,

not to eat but to use them as dec-
oration.

“They used a needle to piece
through each clove and joined them
together. Those days, the clove
ship was considered a golden ship
but today, it is worthless as cloves
are very cheap,” Wong explained.

A e Caram maile
Istatueloflalgirl(sleepingfonlal
pillow,by;Bigazzilcan|belseen|
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Prominently displayed is a ti-
ger statue which Wong said was
made in Japan with five types of
metal - gold, silver, bronze, brass
and alloy.

Only gold was used to insert
into the eyes of the tiger statue
during the cooling process.
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A collection of porcelain baby
dolls is placed in cabinets.

Those days, the merchants
would buy the dolls, made in Ger-
many, to give to newly married
couples.

Ballerina dolls are on display
too. They are very expensive as

legacy of the

S
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they are very difficult to make.

There are several gorgeous
stained glass windows, which de-
pict non-religious subjects.

They were created by famous
Irish artists such as Kathleen
Quigley, Hurbert McGoldrick and
William Morris, who could take
probably three to four years to
complete each painting.

A plain cabinet made during
the Ming Dynasty in China stands
proudly on the upper floor of the
bungalow.

Made of huanghuali, the most
expensive wood in the world today,
the cabinet was constructed with-
out using nails but instead using
wood joint method.

As the huanghuali is nearing
extinction, it is now a protected
species.

The Chinese term, huan-
ghuali, literally means “yel-
low flowering pear” wood.

“The more you rub the
wood, the more shining it
becomes. We've not treat-
ed it (cabinet). It is natural
wood,” Wong said.

Baba Nyonya items are natu-
rally dear to the museum owner
as Tan herself is a Baba Nyonya
descendant. She has a table and
chair set used for Baba Nyonya
weddings.

Made in China in 1910, they
were topped with Venetian glass
etched with a pair of dragon heads
and a pair of phoenix tails designs.

During the wedding, the groom
and bride were not allowed to sit
together. One table is round in
shape for the groom and the other
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One of the several stained
glass paintings adorning the
building.

is oval for the bride.

Tan also has a bed and an ex-
quisite dressing table handed
down from her mother. They are
placed in the museum too.

At one section on the upper
floor, visitors can see a photocopy
of a letter written by Captain Fran-
cis Light, the founder of Penang.

The original document, dated
July 28, 1794, is kept by the mu-
seum owner as it is fragile and
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needs preservation.
The document is placed
on a marble table made
in the shape of the Pen-
ang island by C. Laza-
rus Co, renowned
cabinet makers of
Calcutta, in 1800s.

A few metres away
hangs a rectangle-
framed lighting with six bulbs.

Although they were made in
1920 by Philips company from Hol-
land, five of the six bulbs are still
able to light up today.

The frame, made of bronze, to-
gether with the bulbs were made
for the royal family in France to
play billiards.

A poker table which once be-
longed to David Brown, who
owned vast swathes of land in
Penang and was famous for his
cultivation of nutmeg in the state
in the 18th and 19th century, has

also landed in the museum.

Its chairs are so heavy that
they have ceramic wheels.

Furniture belonging to another
famous personality, the late Sir
Hussein Hasanally Abdoolcader,
can also be seen in the museum.

The museum also has sev-
eral items from Eu Tong Sen, the
founder of Eu Yan Sang, such as
marble tables, benches, fountain
and bathtub.

They were collected from his
mansions in Ipoh, Kuala Lumpur
and Singapore.

There are many other interest-
ing items on display, such as an
ancient ship captain’s table, a
non-electric fan made in 1860
in Chicago, an electric fan made
in 1920 in Neutrack, Holland, a
quality piano made in 1905 by
Francois Linke, and a hand crank
sewing machine made in England.

There are also a specimen of
the Bird of Paradise, a painting
by Indonesian artist Didik, some
beautiful chandeliers, two reverse
paintings by William Morris, crys-
tal flower vases, old gramaphone,
water barrels, porcelain water fil-
ter (made by Charles Stableline in
1884), dowry basket, a kapitan
hat and a harpsichord (a mixture
of a harp and piano made in 1750
in Copenhagen).

The youngest collection at
the museum is a 40-year-old
telephone booth made by Guin-
ness in Ireland which has a cas-
sette compartment and a radio
that is still working very well
until today.

Towards the end, visitors will
pass through a gift shop. Some
of the items for sale here were re-
covered from the “Desaru” ship,
a Chinese vessel which sank off
the coast of Johor in 1830s with
a cargo of ceramics.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee (PETACH) chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin, who recently visited
the museum, has only words
of praise for the Ma family and
museum.

“This a very good museum with
a lot of artefacts. The collections
are precious. They reflect the way
some of the wealthy merchants
lived during colonial times,”Yeoh
said.

The museum operates from
9.30am to 5.30pm daily, with the
last tour at 5.15pm.

Tickets, inclusive of guided
tour, are priced at RM30 for
adults and RM15 for children (12
years and below).

The tour may last over an hour
but for those who love art, culture
and heritage, it is definitely worth
the money and time.
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by Penang

media personnel
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R the second consecutive

F)(/,ear, Chief Minister Chow

Kon Yeow showed his inter-

est in the affairs of media per-

sonnel by visiting the media com-
panies in Penang.

Prior to the upcoming Chinese
New Year celebration on Jan 25,
Chow and his entourage braved
the sweltering weather to distrib-
ute oranges to the media staff
during the visit.

He began his tour by visiting
RTM Penang at Burmah Road at
around 8.30am.

There to greet him and his
team were RTM Penang director
Ng Meng Mee and other staff
members.

He was taken on a tour of the
office before being ushered into

a room for an interview.

During the live interview ses-
sion, Chow wished everyone in
Penang a great year ahead.

“Gong Xi Fa Cai,” he said in
Mandarin.

One of the stops was at The
Star Northern Hub in Bayan
Lepas where Chow and his team
were given a rousing welcome by
a lion dance troupe.

Chow, together with some
state executive councillors and
assemblymen, took part in the
“yee sang” tossing ceremony
with some of The Star senior
management staff before being
brought on a tour of the publica-
tion’s Editorial Department.

After the tour, Chow and his
team were treated to a sumptu-
ous lunch.

Also present were Star Me-
dia Group chief content officer
Esther Ng, Group regional op-

The visiting team of Chow, exco members and state assemblymen spend their time in Kwong Wah Yit Poh.

erations general manager (north)
Simone Liong, Group executive
editor Rozaid A. Rahman and
news editor Alex Teng.

Other media houses that
Chow and his team also visited
were Kwong Wah Yit Poh, Ber-
nama, Oriental Daily, Sin Chew
Daily, Nanyang Siang Pau, and
China Press.

During his stops, Chow, look-
ing relaxed, shared light mo-
ments with Kwong Wah general
manager Lee Hin Chan, deputy
general manager Lin Seng Huat
and editor-in-chief Lim Seong
Eng; China Press northern re-
gion manager Lim Kek Hong and
northern region chief reporter

Teh Poh Bee; Nanyang northern
region manager Quaik Chong Tatt
and northern region deputy news
editor Loh Choon Yin.

He also had friendly chats
with Guang Ming chief editor
Tan Teng Kim; Sin Chew senior
area manager Puah Eu Peng and
northern region chief reporter
Chua Ching Joo and Oriental’s
bureau chief Ooi Yee Hoon and
Bernama’s bureau chief Nur Adi-
la Abdul Wahab.

Boxes of oranges were given
out as a token of appreciation
for the hard work of the media
personnel.

Also present during the visit
were Senator Lim Hui Ying, Depu-

ty Youth and Sports Minister Ste-
ven Sim Chee Keong, Jelutong
MP RSN Rayer, Bukit Bendera
MP Wong Hon Wai, state Women
and Family Development, Gender
Inclusiveness and Religions Oth-
er Than Islam Committee chair-
man Chong Eng and state Youth
and Sports Committee chairman
Soon Lip Chee.

Joining them were assembly-
men Teh Lai Heng (Komtar), Lim
Siew Khim (Sungai Pinang), Ong
Ah Teong (Batu Lancang), Daniel
Gooi (Pengkalan Kota), Joseph
Ng (Air Itam), Heng Lee Lee
(Berapit), H'ng Mooi Lye (Jawi)
and Hui Ying's special officer
Joshua Woo.

Drawmg competition at shopplng mall

THE service centre of Komtar as-
semblyman Teh Lai Heng and its
Village Community Management
Council (MPKK) are organising a
Chinese New Year drawing compe-
tition on Feb 8.

The contest, with the theme
“Happy & Prosperous Chinese
New Year”, will be held at the 3rd
floor of Prangin Mall.

Teh said the objective of the
contest was to impart an under-
standing and meaning of the Lu-
nar New Year to children.

“It is also to let the children
express their imagination and
creativity besides awakening their
artistic talents,” added Teh, who
is also the political secretary to
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Also present were Prangin Mall-
JMB marketing and leasing man-
ager Daniel Ng.

The contest will be divided into
two categories: Primary (Year 1
-Year 6) and Secondary (Form 1 —
Form 6).

(From second Ieft) Ng, Teh and otherguests showing the poster for the Weekend Food Market.

For the primary category, the
champion will receive RM150
shopping vouchers, the first run-
ner-up RM100 shopping vouchers
and the second runner-up RM50
shopping vouchers.

There will be five consolation

winners, who will get a RM30
shopping voucher each.

For the secondary category, the
top three winners will walk away
with RM300 shopping vouchers,
RM200 shopping vouchers and
RM100 shopping vouchers re-

spectively.

There will be five consola-
tion prize winners, who will get a
RM50 shopping voucher each.

All prize winners will also re-
ceive a trophy each.

Registration fee is RM10 and

entry forms can be collected and
submitted to No. 14, Jalan Tali-
pon, 10400 George Town.

Closing date for submission of
entry forms is Feb 3.

For further information, contact
the organiser at 04-2277068.

On another matter, Teh said a
weekend food market has been
set up from Jan 11 at the Penang
International Container Art Festi-
val (PICAF) 2019 area (Landscape
A@ Prangin Mall) in Jalan Dr Lim
Chwee Leong in George Town.

“There are more than 70
stalls, consisting of 50 food stalls
and 20 displaying arts and crafts.

“We hope tourists and locals
will patronise the area to check
out the famous Penang hawker
food, souvenirs and other items
from 5pm to 10pm

“Besides, invitation is also ex-
tended for new hawkers who like
to trade in the area,” he added.

Those interested can call 04-
2277068 for further information.
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E Year of the Rat in the
Chinese lunar calendar is
here.

Hence, sales of hamsters is
up as people buy these cite ani-
mals during this festivity.

Not only hamsters, people are
also keen on other pets as well,
like chinchilla, Long Ear Jerboa,
sugar glider, guinea pig and prairie
dog.

However, hamsters still remain
the ideal choice among pet en-
thusiasts due to their reasonable
price and adorable looks.

In this Lunar New Year, Bule-
tin Mutiara managed to interview
Chew Thean Yeang Aquatic and
Pet shop general manager Tan Hui

CTY Aquarium founder Datuk Chew Seng Lye looking at
the guinea pigs sold at his shop.

|
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|_';I§3L’-3ﬂi1 thelshop¥

hamster.

See for her view on the keen inter-
est for hamsters.

Tan said the sales of hamsters
had spiked after Christmas last
year with many customers looking
for hamsters although the rat is on
centre stage.

“The celebration is quite early
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A worker at Tan’s outlet showing the right way to handle a

for this year and many people
flocked to our shop to look for
hamsters.

“The reason is simple as it's
easy to rear and it looks cute and
adorable. | would say the response
received is totally overwhelming.
During the Year of Dog, many of
the people also came to look for
dogs in our shop,” she said.

Tan told Buletin Mutiara that
price of hamsters ranges from
RM10 to RM12 depending on its
classification.

There are many types of ham-
sters, which includes Pearl, Rob-
bosky, Winter White, Golden and
African Soft Fur Rat.

“It all depends on people’s
preferences on which type they
like,” Tan said.

“I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to wish a prosperous year
ahead in the Year of the Rat,” she
said in ending the interview.



UNITY amongst the people
must not be taken for granted.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said this at the launch of the
tanglung lights at Bukit Dumbar
Recreation Park in Jelutong re-
cently.

“The spirit of unity is very im-
portant. Don’t take it for grant-
ed because when we lose this
unity, we lose tolerance. And all
sorts of bad things may happen
in our country.

“So, | urge all to value the
unity that has been forged since
Merdeka,” Chow said in his
speech on Jan 18.

The event, hosted by Jelutong
MP R.S.N. Rayer for the second
year, was also attended by Fi-
nance Minister Lim Guan Eng,
Senator Lim Hui Ying, Sungai
Pinang assemblyman Lim Siew
Khim and Batu Lancang assem-
blyman Ong Ah Teong.

Chow (third from left), Guan Eng (fourth from left) and Rayer
(right) launching the tanglung lights at Bukit Dumbar Rec-
reation Park. Joining them are Ong (left), Siew Khim (second
from left) and Hui Ying (partially hidden).

Chow said with the setting up
of lanterns, one could feel the
festive mood as the Chinese
community looks forward to
family reunions.

He added that celebrations
like Chinese New Year, Hari Ra-
ya Puasa, Deepavali, Gawai and
Kaamatan as well as open hous-
es enable us to support one
another as friends and forge a
spirit of unity in this country.

Guan Eng said he was delight-
ed to attend the event again.

“This is our first night park
in Penang and in Malaysia.
We want to encourage people
who are busy during the day to
come and enjoy the park.

“I think this was a good idea
because we can see many peo-
ple enjoying themselves in this
recreational park.

“And | have been told that
new lights have also been
added on by the PBA (Penang
Water Supply Corporation). So,
we want to thank PBA for that.”

SAY NO.TO
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Play active role,
MPKK told

uStory by K.H. Ong

LL Village Community Man-
Aagement Councils (MPKK)

in Penang have been urged
to play an active role to ensure
that government policies are car-
ried out effectively.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said this at the Chinese New
Year Appreciation Dinner hosted
by Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng at the Youth Centre in Lebuh
Acheh recently.

“l would like not only the MP-
KK from Komtar but also all the
constituencies to be the bridge
between the government and the
public,” Chow said in his speech
at the dinner on Jan 14.

“MPKK has a very important re-
sponsibility to disseminate accu-
rate information from the govern-
ment to the people and vice versa.

“They need to enlighten the
public on why policies have been
implemented and that some good
policies take some time to see
their effectiveness.”

Chow added that he under-
stood there was a need for the
government to have dialogue

sessions with MPKK so that the
MPKK members and leaders are
kept informed about government
policies.

Chow also acknowledged the
important role played by the Wom-
en & Family Development Commit-
tee (JPWK).

In concluding his speech, Chow
said it was time to reflect on their
achievements of the past and to
consolidate their strength to face
2020 together.

Teh praised various groups,
such as the MBPP workers, MPKK,
JPWK and the police, among oth-
ers, for their invaluable services.

He said he appreciated the
MBPP workers for their quick re-
sponse when they are needed.

Teh also complimented the po-
lice for curbing criminal activities.

Besides being treated to a deli-
cious buffet, the 200-0dd guests
were also entertained by a singer.

To make the event livelier, a
lucky draw was held.

Among those present were MB-
PP councillors Wong Yuee Harng
and Alan Lim, former MBPP coun-
cillor Gerald Mak and representa-
tives from some political parties.

Joyous occasion for traders, market-goers

TRADERS and marketgoers at
Cecil Street Market had something
to cheer about after receiving man-
darin oranges from Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow, just days before
Chinese New Year.

Chow, who is also Tanjong MP,
together with Pengkalan Kota as-
semblyman Daniel Gooi Zi Sen,
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
councillors and volunteers happily
distributed the oranges.

While distributing the fruits,

they also wished the public a joy-
ous Lunar New Year.

Those at the market were
caught off guard by Chow, Gooi
and their team.

Many of them grabbed the
chance to take memorable “self-
ies” or “wefies” with the state
leaders.

Chow, Gooi and the team spent
about an hour mingling with the
traders and shoppers before leav-
ing at about 3.30pm.
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for the work done.

Jagdeep, Yew and MBPP councillors are all smiles after receiving recognition

VIBPP gets pat
on the back for

winning award

uStory and pix by Edmund Lee

NOTHER year, another accolade.
A That's the good news for the

Penang Island City Council (MBPP),
which has received an award yet again
in the Asean Clean Tourist City Standard
(ACTCS) 2020-2022.

State Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo said this
was the second time MBPP had won the
award since 2018.

For this year, MBPP emerged as one
of winners alongside Kota Kinabalu and
Putrajaya local councils.

“I was absolutely delighted when re-
ceiving this award in Brunei on Thursday.

“This recognition did not come easy to us.

“It is not solely about cleanliness but
it encompasses a wide range of aspects.

“We have shown once again that we
could succeed and deliver the results.

“I will lobby for Penang to become the
host city in 2024 if we come out tops
again in 2022. Cambodia is the host for
2022,” he said at a press conference in
Batu Maung waste transfer station on
Jan 18.

The evaluation indicators in the ACTCS
were based on environmental manage-
ment, cleanliness, waste management,
awareness-building about environmental
protection and cleanliness; green spaces,
health safety and urban safety and secu-
rity; tourism infrastructure and facilities.

Present during the press conference

were MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung Se-
ang, MBPP secretary Datuk Addnan Mohd
Razali and MBPP councillors.

Jagdeep later presented the plaque
to Yew and acknowledged the latter’'s
hard work.

Jagdeep praised Yew and the MBPP
team for their contributions and hoped
that the council would continue with its
good effort.

On his visit to the waste transfer sta-
tion, Jagdeep told reporters that the state
emphasised the feasibility of converting
food waste to renewable energy.

He noted that such a pilot project last
year was a successful one and hoped to
see it progress to another stage.

“Let us aim to convert 150 tonnes of
food waste per day to renewable energy.
| believe it will spur Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) to adopt such methodol-
ogy as well.

“In fact, we are planning to identify a
piece of about 15 acres of land for such
initiative.

“It can either be on island or mainland
but preferably to be on island,” he said.

On the average recycling rate, Jag-
deep said MBPP and MBSP have done
a good job.

He said the state achieved an overall of
44.04 percent of recycling rate last year.

“This shows the state is doing well,” he
added, hoping that MBPP could achieve
85% targeted recycling rate by 2030 and
MBSP could reach 70% by the same time
as well.
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School launchestives=
modern educatmn basedi
initiatives

sStory by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

TECHNOLOGICAL aquapon-
A:\j site, Mata Smart Campus
obile App, Body Mass In-
dex (BMI) corner, an artificial intel-
ligence (Al) science laboratory and
a nutritious meal programme were
five new initiatives implemented at
SJK (C) Mak Mandin on Jan 17.

Its headmaster, Yap Wai Kwan,
said the initiatives are part of the
School Transformation Programme
2025 (TS25) under the Education
Ministry with the aim of increasing
the success rate of students and
creating quality schools.

“The technological aquaponic
site can expose pupils to the new
way of agricultural technology,”
Yap said in her speech during the
launching ceremony of the initia-
tives at SJK (C) Mak Mandin in But-
terworth on Jan 17.

“The Mata Smart Campus Mo-
bile App is used as a facial scanner
that was designed to record the at-

tendance of pupils and teachers.
This is very important in terms of
safety of the pupils because par-
ents will be kept updated on their
kids’ whereabouts.

“Through the app, the school
can also deliver some important
information about its activities di-
rectly to the parents,” she said.

The Al science laboratory,
meanwhile, will serve as a platform
for the pupils to learn more about
modern technology and as an early
preparation to face the Industrial
Revolution 4.0.

The nutritious meal programme
emphasises pupils’ health and SJK
(C) Mak Mandin is the first school
in north Seberang Perai to execute
it under the supervision of a district
education office.

“The menu will be suggested by
the district education health officer
and the school will follow it,” Yap
added.

The BMI corner will help pupils
to measure their own BMI to make
sure that they are on the right path
towards a healthy lifestyle.

-i

Chow watching a robotic performance in an artificial intelligence (Al) science laboratory at
SJK (C) Mak Mandin accompanied by Tan (second from left) and Soon (left).

She added that the initiatives
did not use any of the parents’
money as they were sponsored by
some organisations as well as in-
dividuals.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who graced the launching ceremo-
ny, said SJK (C) Mak Mandin would
play a crucial role in preparing the
young generation to face Industrial
Revolution 4.0 and to realise the
Penang2030 vision.

“This is proven through the
launching of the five modern educa-
tion-based initiatives which is very
beneficial to the pupils.

“At the same time, through

these initiatives, they can produce
quality and excellent human capital
to make Penang the leading state
in the science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics (STEM)
subjects,” he said.

Also present were state Leg-
islative Assembly Speaker Datuk
Law Choo Kiang, state Youth and
Sports Committee chairman Soon
Lip Chee and Chow’'s wife, Tan
Lean Kee.

2019 - 2022

Pamohan yang --.-u-c akan

" Hcuc
oM team
members
sorting
out the
rubbish
" collected
at Miami
Beach.

HCUC staff students spruce up beach

HAN Chiang University College
(HCUC) fulfilled its corporate social
responsibility when 30 students
and staff members joined forces
to give Miami Beach in Batu Ferrin-
ghi a massive clean-up on Jan 18.

Project director Aaron Lim Pek
Qin said the aim was to build a
culture of volunteerism among the
students and foster environmental
awareness in communities.

He said the team, after some
brainstorming sessions, unani-
mously decided on the clean-up as
trash on the beaches required im-
mediate attention and action.

“We also want to give back
something to society. As we all
know, Penang beaches are a great
tourist spot and they need our at-
tention.

“So, | think all of us will play our
part and have fun. We hope that
others will emulate us to keep the
beaches clean,” Lim said.

The two-hour beach clean-up,

from 830am along a 1km stretch,
resulted in a collection of an array
of rubbish weighing a total of 38kg.

The garbage included waste
(30kg), plastic recyclables (6kg),
aluminium (1kg) and paper (1kg).

Lim added that they welcomed
all staff and students from differ-
ent schools, years and semesters
to join the effort because they did
not want to limit it to one that is
classroom-based.

They also provided all partici-
pants with transportation by car-
pooling to reduce carbon footprint.

CSR project adviser Muhamad
Qamar Rahman Md Isa described
the beach clean-up as a good
event, especially in helping to edu-
cate students about the environ-
ment.

“Currently in Malaysia, we al-
ways go for sustainable develop-
ment goals (SDGs). Indeed, not
only Malaysia but the whole world
is talking about SDGs.



\ W

R[]

a boost

mStory and pix by K.H. Ong

ILE Malaysia may
not have been a ten-
nis power, we have

produced players like S.A. Azman
and Radhika Menon who are well-
known in the region.

In a move to bring back the
glory days, the Penang govern-
ment, through its “Sports for All”
initiative, intends to make tennis
popular.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
said as tennis is now not so pop-
ular as football and badminton
in Malaysia, more needed to be
done to bring it up to par.

“Tennis is less popular in Ma-
laysia but not in the world. If we
don’t take any action or initiative
today to lift it, it will remain for-
ever so in the Malaysian sports
arena,” Soon said in his speech
when he officiated the opening of
the Penang Mini Tennis Carnival
2020 at Universiti Sains Malaysia
courts on Jan 18.

“The ‘Sports for All' initiative
aims to promote all sports. We
want to make tennis popular, and
one day, a ‘hot’ sport in Penang
and Malaysia.

“Tennis is the world’s second

Soon (back row, with a big ‘Sports for All’ logo) and Ong (on Soon’s left) posing with the trainees, coaches and volunteers at

most watched sports behind foot-
ball. In the West, tennis is very
popular and we hope that we can
produce players of high calibre to
take part in the Olympic Games,
Commonweath  Games, SEA
Games and other international

Selvarajoo (second from left)
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Giving tennis
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trainees at the Penang Mini Tennis Carnival 2020.

championships.

“We don't only target bad-
minton but also tennis. We want
a lot of people to be involved in
sports so that they live a healthy
lifestyle.”

Soon said tennis was the sec-
ond sport under the ‘Sports for

Two) playersitaking
part'iniaigamejusing
sponge) ball atithe
tennis)clinic. ' Watch-
=~ ingithem are coaches
Zulhairiland/Chandra:

the Penang Mini Tennis Carnival 2020.

All' programme to be launched
this year as chess was held
the previous week.
He thanked the par-
ents and teachers for
sending the children
to the mini tennis
carni-

Shanmugam,throwing:arball'to'one of |
theltrainees/duringithe cliniciat'the
Penang: Mini Tennis Carnival ' 2020.

Coach K. Manimaran from ProAce Tennis Academy pre-
senting a souvenir to Soon at the Penang Mini Tennis
Carnival 2020. With them are Ong (standing back row,
fourth from right), Chai (standing, right) and some of the

participants.

val, saying students should not
just pursue academic excellence.
Among those present at the
opening ceremony were Penang
Lawn Tennis Association (PLTA)
president Hang Kok Long, PLTA
vice-presidents Ong Hock Keat
and Shamsul Kamal,

USM assistant officer

» Lim Chiao Mei and

. Hang says the
involvement of
schools in promot-

ing sports is
essential as
the students
provide
a huge
base of
potential
athletes.
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Penang State Sports Council rep-
resentative Harry Chai.

Hang said this was the first
time PLTA has worked directly to-
gether with the state government,
the state Education Department
and Lawn Tennis Association of
Malaysia at grassroots level for
the development of tennis in the
state.

About 100 pupils, ranging from
seven to 16 years old, attended
the carnival. Some of them came
from clubs such as ProAce Tennis
Academy, Francis Tennis Service,
Chinese Recreation Club, Bukit
Mertajam Tennis Club, Penang
Sports Club, Nibong Tebal Recre-
ation Club and Uplands Interna-
tional School.

Two LTAM coaches S. Selvara-
joo and Zulhairi Mohd Khir over-

7 saw the carnival with the help of

several volunteer coaches from
Penang.

“We want to raise tennis aware-
ness among the school children.
LTAM has been conducting grass-
roots development programmes
in all states,” said Zulhairi, who
is currently the LTAM development
officer.

Selvarjoo, 61, has a wealth
of experience. He represented
Malaysia in the Davis Cup, SEA
Games and Asian Cup from 1980

to 1985. He was chosen as

LTAM head coach in 2009 and

2010. He is now one of the na-

tional coaches for the national

back-up squad.

Among the other coaches
helping out in the clinic were
former state champion Francis
Su, K. Manimaran, R. Shan-
mugam, Chandra Sagaran,
Mohan Kumar and Penang
schools coach Youharman Ya-
haya, a schoolteacher from SK

Machang Bubok 2.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

{T‘ 04 -2260218
F) 04 -226 0218

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang (T) 04 - 829 9143

airtam@dappg.org

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato' Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam T) 04 - 668 1062
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com F) 04 - 668 1062

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -383 9131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail m

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:

pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz T) 04 - 649 3976
ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA

N.39 PULAU BETONG

pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

YB Dr. Afif Bahardin }B 81_ %gg g]]g?; YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214
N.15 PADANG LALANG N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Chong Eng T) 04 - 530 3028 YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

hong.en nan v.m F) 04 - 530 3028
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo {T; 04 - 226 2464 Dae PENA#G ,';!,Q m T) 04 - 228 8482
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my. F) 04 - 227 2464 H 04 -228 8514
N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

m 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-5767606

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
klleeZ mail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN

(T

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman m
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor m

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad
jmmoham 2@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysrregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999
& PENYELAMAT
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103

OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101

HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perknhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340
EPF 04-226 1000
SOCSO 04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Kalendar Pelancongan

PROGRAM - PROGRAM EMAS

KERAJAAN NEGERI PAKATAN HARAPAN PULAL PINANG

jawi@dappg.org

YB Goh Choon Aik {T; 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
nsungaibakapn2 mail.com

(M

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lorahim

n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
lim nen nan v.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee

kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
ngkalankot It

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

—
PRGGEAAR PLHOMARGAAN
WANGA ENMAD

RAE0
tahunan

FROGHAM ARAR EMAS

RM200
‘ona-off’

FRE 000 "dvatadT il

Sabah & Sarawsk

i o cjar
P swien & ewisla Teradin
L300 untuk; palsjar BT o

PROGRARM |BL TUNGGEAL

RM100 |
tahunan

PILAIAR WONKASEOHAL THMPATAN
At PN ceeietd Crp- 4T = -as

Program-Program Emas Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2020
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
WERTE S =5 7550 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696
Hamid .
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390
2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
A'ziss Zainal Abidin 017 - 938 9192
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Pejabat Bahagian 012 - 488 1553
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 455 7731 Utara Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
4, P. Rachenamoorthy Seberang Perai 019 - 457 2271
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923 Tengah
David Marshel o/l 019 - 4123397 5. U. Jagatisan Seberang Perai 010 - 563 2279
Pakianathan
Selatan
Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2229 Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Fahmi Zainol 018 - 232 2502 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2020 B Y -
! 1
1
Galaimani a/l 012 - 534 1384 Nama Telefon ' 1
Subramnian ] EDITORIAL :
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : :
1 Editors : 1
Heng Yeh Shuan 016 - 261 2460 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012-248 5016 : Christopher Tan (English) .
1
- - i Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) :
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 i G. Revatic (Tamil) 1
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113 i '
Kirupanantha Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : TR 1
] Danny Ooi, M Tonulsholi'ni Ong Kok Hoay :
A hua Thi hai 16-4 1 i o ¢ "
Khong Chee Seong 011 -1522 6628 ndrew Chua Thian Chai 016 - 485003 | Edmund Lee and Muhamad Riadz Akmal (English) E
Azahari Aris 016 - 499 2580 : Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin, .
1 Wong Sook Shyan, Yeoh Yin Yin (Chinese) 1
Marshidaliza Marzuki 011 - 3929 9023 Azly Ibrahim 011 - 2432 9007 ] J. Patmavathy (Tamil) 1
! ]
1
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 ] Photographers : 1
Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013 -770 1001 - : Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian, 1
Nasir 013 - 503 3349 Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114 i Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud, |
Mohamed Noor i Alvie Cheng, Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis, :
| .
Muharmad Suzuk 011-1119 4419 Hari Krishnan @/l Ramakrishnan | 010 - 505 5571 : Cligin el Kugih eng Aclzen Relnayy Anmers Regd
ma | 1
Harvindar Singh a/I Darshan 012 - 428 2250 ] Graphic Designers : I
. Singh | Idzham Ahmad and Nur Afigah Zainudi |
Ong Jing Cheng 012 -758 3779 1 1
016 - 445 5709 Ir. Zulfikar Ali Shri Abdul Aziz 019 - 470 0357 : !
! ]
1 q q . !
Ooi Yong Wooi A=A T T e R——— 012 - 407 7276 : Bagi seb.orong maklum balas, sila hantar ke: :
, ] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA, '
Lee Wei Seang 012 - 452 8305 i Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang |
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010 - 380 7672 I Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 :
Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369 ! Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com '
Abdullah ] :
St SIS ek e I = ef7 Sl Muhamad Khairul Mohd Ali 012 - 542 0520
Nor Afni Md. Yusuff 019 - 547 8460
Tan Chee Teong 012 -4017718
Nur Zarina Zakaria 011 -1578 5098 Jcr’ e
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101 Rohaizat Hamid 019 -5100075
Bk e o1z 4137246 www.buletinmutiara.com
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
Tan Choo En 019 - 448 4344 ] *
< 04 - 323 2679 buletinmutiara | ChowKonYeow
Tan Hooi Peng 012 - 498 6212
chowkonyeow
Wong Chee Keet 012-4511312 Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108 @ChGWkDﬂyEUW
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121
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installec

Valdor

uStory and pix by Riadz Akmal

Total of 30 closed-circuit
Atelevision (CCTV) camer-

as have been installed in
Kampung Valdor, Sungai Bakap,
as a move to counter criminal
activities in the area.

Batu Kawan MP Kasthuriraani
Patto said the CCTVs were in-
stalled in December last year at
a cost of RM11,400.

“The CCTVs were put up on
most of the roads around the
village.

“They are monitored by the lo-
cal police here and also by the
Village Community Management
Council (MPKK) of Kampung Val-
dor.

“So, | think this is the right
time to install the CCTVs since
the Chinese New Year is just
around the corner as | believe
the crime rate will usually in-
crease during this time.

“Thus, with the CCTVs’ instal-

g =t
LR

o BT
lation, | hope the residents here
will feel much safer,” Kasthuri-
raani told reporters when visit-
ing Kampung Valdor on Jan 16.

According to Kasthuriraani,

apart from the CCTV initia-
tive, Jalan 19 in Kampung Val-

dor was upgraded at a cost of

RM19,900.
The upgrading was completed

- ——

in November last year.
Both the projects were funded
by the Batu Kawan parliamenta-
ry service centre through Project
Mesra Rakyat (PMR) allocation.

e — iy

e i

I A

~ Kasthuriraani (third from

right) together with her
staff and some members

of the MPKK of Kampung
Valdor showing the loca-
tion of one of the new CCTV

cameras.

Five more roads to
have zigzag lines

ZIGZAG lines will be marked on
five more roads in Penang island to
alert motorists to slow down when
approaching a pedestrian crossing.

In a pilot project launched last
October, the state introduced its
first zigzag lines at Burmah Road,
just in front of the Malaysian Bud-
dhist Association.

Based on a report, state Work,
Utilities and Flood Mitigation Com-
mittee chairman Zairil Khir Johari
said the public awareness on the
purpose of introducing zigzag lines
was still lacking.

“We need to raise the aware-
ness about this project. Although
the residents and people support
this initiative to make the state
a safer place, many are still not
aware of its purpose,” Zairil told a
press conference at TGV cinema
in 1st Avenue before showing a
30-second video on a safety cam-
paign concerning zigzag lines on
Jan 17.

He said the five new locations
for zigzag lines would be at Light
Street (in front of State Legislative
Assembly building), Beach Street
(near the junction with Bishop
Street), Jalan Kampong Kolam
(near the junction with Jalan Masjid
Kapitan Keling), Penang Road (near
the junction with Chulia Street) and
Gurney Drive (near Gurney hawker
centre).

To promote the awareness of
the zigzag lines, Zairal said three
educational videos would be shown
via social media.

The first video, titled ‘Lifetime
Waiting’, was shown to the media
at the press conference yesterday.

Zairil said all the three videos
would be screened by TGV Cin-
emas in Penang at Gurney Paragon
Mall, 1st Avenue Mall and Bukit
Mertajam before the film proper
as part of TGV’s corporate social
responsibility.

The other two videos will be

Zairil (fifth from left) at
the press conference

to create public aware}
ness of zigzag lines. ==
With him are (from left)
Loo, Mohd Shafie, Syed
Tajul, Thurkah, Tan,
Zainuddin and Mohd
Asyraf. .

launched in February and March.

Zairil also thanked MBPP, Ma-
laysian Institute of Road Safety
Research (Miros), Penang Road
Safety Department (JKJR), TGV
cinemas and ImageFarm for their
cooperation towards the produc-
tion of the videos and road safety
campaigns.

MBPP councillor Connie Tan
Hooi Peng, who was also pres-
ent, said the zigzag lines would be

drawn at these five areas within
two months after the approval by
the MBPP infrastructure commit-
tee.

“We thank YB Zairil for leading
the road safety campaign since
2015. Our focus is on behavioural
change so that motorists would
slow down and stop for pedestri-
ans to cross the roads safely,” Tan
said.

There were two deaths at the

pedestrian crossings on Burmah
Road since 2017.

Also present at the press con-
ference were TGV Cinemas re-
gional manager (field operations)
Mohd Asyraf Yong, JKJR director
M. Thurkah, MBPP senior engineer
(traffic) Zainuddin Mohamad Shar-
iff, Miros research officers Mohd
Shafie Nemmang and Syed Tajul
Malik Syed Tajul Arif and Image-
Farm director Loo Shun Ming.
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State to identify

land for new school
after ministry glvesg

green light

HE setting up of a new
Tnational-type primary

school in Alma, Bukit
Mertajam, has received the
nod from the Education Min-
istry.

This is following the over-
crowding of pupils in four ver-
nacular primary schools in
the area.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the Penang gov-
ernment received the letter
of approval from the ministry
on Jan 10.

“The new school will be
named SJK (C) Tun Dr Lim
Chong Eu. It will be able to
cater to the needs of the
community in Alma.

“There are four schools in
the area which are now over-
crowded. They are SJK (C)
Sin Ya with 1,775 pupils, SJK
(C) Kay Sin with 560 pupils,
SJK (C) Kim Sen with 1,432

pupils and SJK (C) Permatang
Tinggi with 906 pupils,” he
told a press conference in
Komtar after presenting allo-
cations to Chinese and mis-
sionary schools in Penang on
Jan 16.

Chow said the cost to build
the school would be borne by
the ministry.

“Our task is to find a piece
of land to build the school. We
have to identify a plot of land
for educational purposes. We
welcome any interested land-
owners who wish to assist the
Penang government.

“The state Chinese and
Mission Schools Affairs Coor-
dinating Committee chairman
Chong Eng has been tasked
to coordinate the matter,” he
added.

Also present were several
state executive council mem-
bers and state assemblymen.

Puspakom gives free
vehicle inspections

CONCERNED over safe
driving among motorists dur-
ing the Chinese New Year
festive season, a free Com-
puterised Vehicle Inspection
Centre (Puspakom) vehicle
inspection was offered to
the public at Sin Hock Soon
Transport in Butterworth on
Jan 21.

The programme received
huge response from the local
community when many cars
could be seen queuing up
for the free inspection since
9am.

The one-day free inspec-
tion programme was jointly or-
ganised by the Bagan Jermal
service centre, Penang Road
Safety Department (JKJR),
Puspakom and Sin Hock Soon
Transport Sdn Bhd.

Bagan Jermal assembly-
man Soon Lip Chee hoped

through  this programme,
motorists would send their
vehicles for inspection first
before going back to their
hometown during the festive
season.

“Apart from that, today’'s
programme also includes
a road safety exhibition by
JKJR, consulting services by
Puspakom and truck’s blind
spots demonstration.

“All of these were done
in order to inculcate respon-
sible road safety habits and
to instill awareness among
motorists.

“Thus, | hope from such ef-
forts we can reduce the road
accidents, especially during
the festive season,” Soon
said in his speech during the
programme at Sin Hock Soon
Transport in Butterworth on
Jan 21.

A

Chow and Chong Eng briefing reporters on the land for the new school.

PENDAFTARAN
PREMIS MAKANAN

Tahukah anda semua premis makanan

perlu berdaftar
dengan Kementerian Kesihatan Malaysia?

Peraturan 3, Peraturan-Peraturan
Kebersihan Makanan 2009 di bawah Akta Makanan 1983:

Semua premis makanan WAJIB DIDAFTARKAN
dengan Kementerian Kesihatan Malaysia

PREMIS MAKANAN

Kilang

Kedai makan/ Perkhidmatan DapurAsrama Kenderaan Food Truck  Gudang
Makanan restoran/ Katering Dapur Hotel  Pengangkutan Penyimpanan
geral & Kantin Makanan Makanan
Sekolah / Hospital

BAGAIMANA MENDAFTAR?

Pendaftaran adalah PERCUMA.
Pendaftaran boleh dibuat melalui:
fosimdomestic.moh.gov.my

TEMPO m

SAH LAIl;‘CIU 3 TAHUN

Jika Tidak

Mematuhi Denda Tidak
Melebihi Rm 10,000 Atau
Penjara Tidak Melebihi

2 Tahun.

.
L &, BAHAGIAM KESELAMATAN DAN KUALITI MAKANAN
- 1:"!_1—‘-1 KEMENTERLAMN KESIHATAN MALAYSIA

'::f::'SFIKHHﬂ @IKKMFMMJM‘ @ﬁth.quv_my



Some outfits of the Roman
Catholic missionaries.

sStory by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Law Suun Ting

USEUMS play a pivotal
role in telling the history
of a place as well as

serve as a medium in educating
the people, says state Tourism
Development, Heritage, Culture
and Arts Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin.

“| personally have a liking for
museums because they help us
to learn about the culture and way
of life of a particular community.

“Museums are our assets that
can help to promote tourism in
Penang, moreover as we are a
state that is rich with history,”
said Yeoh during his visit to the
Penang Diocesan Museum re-
cently.

“Museums also play a signifi-
cant role in preserving our heri-
tage as they relate the culture of
a community and the ‘humanity’
of a place.

“For instance, the Penang Di-
ocesan Museum, it gives an in-
sight into how the influence of the
Roman Catholics came about in
Penang,” he added.

Yeoh added that this year the
state government is planning to
hold an International Museum
Day in Penang for the first time.

“Museums from other states
in Malaysia as well as other
countries will be taking part in
the event. This will be a great op-
portunity for us to introduce the
private museums,” he said, add-
ing that both the state museums
(Farquhar Street and Macalister
Road) are under renovation.

The Penang Diocesan Museum
was opened officially in 2018 by
the then Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng.

The building is located within
the compound of the Church of
Assumption at Farquhar Street
which previously housed the for-
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Pivotal role
of museums

Chan (left) briefing Yeoh on
the history of the Roman
Catholic influence, in Penqu-.

mer Diocesan Centre and Bishop’s
office.

According to Peter Chan, a rep-
resentative of the museum, the
Penang Diocesan Museum can be
said to be a one of its kind in Pen-
ang and even Malaysia.

“The items that we exhibit here
are the ones used by the Assump-

Y
[

tion Church and the collection kept
by College General Penang.

“Visitors will be given a guided
tour around the museum if they re-
quest us to do so, while some pre-
fer to explore it themselves,” Chan
said.

On the ground floor, visitors will
be able to check on the origins of

the Church’s missionary activities
and the spread of Christianity to
the Far East.

Among the history presented
are the evolution of the diocese of
Penang, the beginning of the early
parishes, bishops, present par-
ishes and the ministries of differ-
ent religious congregations in the

The]Penang|
Museumlocatea[at

Earquhar;Street ™

A collection of statues of
Virgin Mary carrying the
infant Jesus from various
countries.

diocese.

Not only that, the legacies of
the early Catholics coming from
various origins and cultures are
exhibited as well.

Among the items displayed
are liturgical books, Bibles and
sacred items such as chalices,
ciboria, monstrances, vestments
as well as the original high altar of
the Convent Light Street chapel,
Penang.

There is no entrance fee for the
museum.

It is open from Monday to Fri-
day (9am to 4pm) and Saturday
(9am to 1pm).

It is closed on Sundays and
certain public holidays such as
Christmas, Chinese New Year and
Good Friday.
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uStory by Christopher Tan
=Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

IE world’s urban population
I has grown to 4.2 billion in
2018 and 54% of that num-

ber reside in Asia.

Despite Asia’s relatively lower
level of urbanisation, it is where
the world’s most densely popu-
lated cities are located.

Combined with the impact from
global climate change and extreme
weather, sustainable urban devel-
opment must be the way forward.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
delivered the powerful message
during the 3rd Green Cities Forum
on Jan 13.

The theme of the forum was
“Sustainable Urban Development
of Coastal Cities”.

Chow said Penang consists of
Penang island and Seberang Pe-
rai.

“Both are coastal cities. Their
local councils face similar yet dif-
ferent challenges.

“Therefore, the development
strategies as well as the urban
governance challenges vary be-
tween the two city councils.

“It is important for cities to be

Stand up for
sustainable development

planned based on their unique
characteristics. | am a strong be-
liever that a sustainable city relies
very much on its citizens.

“It is crucial to consider the
social wellbeing of the citizens,
a family-focused plan with green
initiatives and smart innovations
in every policy that is planned,”
Chow said in his speech.

Asian Development Bank (ADB)
regional cooperation and opera-
tions coordination division, South-
east Asia Regional Department di-
rector Alfredo Perdiguero stressed
the importance of countries work-
ing together to achieve a common
sustainable goal.

“Cities are the key economic
growth in Asia. It is crucial for us
to work and act together. In this
forum, we discover how to develop
holistic plans to make cities more
resilient,” he said.

The 3rd Green Cities Forum
was organised under the frame-
work of the Green Cities Initiatives
of the Brunei Darussalam-Indone-
sia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASE-
AN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA), and

Razak, Chow, and|Zairil taking
group photo at th:e; forum.

the Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand
Growth Triangle (IMT-GT).

The two-day forum, which was
organised by Penang Institute and
ADB, ended on Jan 14.

Also present were State Sec-

retary Datuk Abdul Razak Jaafar,
state Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari and Penang In-
stitute chief operating officer Ong
Siou Woon.
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THE state government gives prior-
ity to promoting sports for all ages in
Penang, according to state Youth and
Sports committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee.

He said in his speech that stay-
ing healthy should be a way of life for
every family before flagging off the
‘OBS (Occupy Beach Street) CNY Run
2020’ at Beach Street on Jan 19.

A total of 6,800 participants from
28 countries participated in the 5km
fun run on a breezy Sunday morning.

The participants, who were clad
in red T-shirts, enthusiastically par-
ticipated in the run as they also wel-
comed the New Year.

The run was organised by Occupy
Beach Street and endorsed by the
Penang state government with the

full support of the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP).

“The OBS CNY 2020 run is a
sports event which advocates multi-
diversity and instills unity among par-
ticipants.

“Besides that, through the ‘Sports
for All' programme we (state) are
committed to organising two different
sports events each month.

“This is to promote and to stir pub-
lic interest in sports,” Soon said while
encouraging everyone to keep them-
selves fit.

Also present were assemblymen
Teh Lai Heng (Komtar), Lim Siew Khim
(Sungai Pinang), Daniel Gooi (Pengka-
lan Kota), Joseph Ng (Air ltam) and
Occupy Beach Street project director
Jack Wong.

|y,

Preserving
culture for

future

generations

uStory by Christopher Tan

HE annual Pesta Kaa-
Tmatan, or commonly

known as the harvest fes-
tival, is just months away.

It is usually celebrated by
the Kadazan-Dusun community
and some other related ethnic
groups in Sabah.

The celebration generally
lasts for the whole month of
May.

The Kadazandusun Cultural
Association Sabah (KDCA) in
Penang is organising a harvest
festival on May 9 at St Giles
The Wembley Hotel, Penang.

KDCA Penang working com-
mittee member Edzil Pacaldo
said there were about 5,000
Sabahans residing in Penang.

Pacaldo spoke about two
major programmes normally
held during the harvest festival
— the Sugandoi (singing con-
test) and the Unduk Ngadau
(beauty pageant) — during the
courtesy call on Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow at his office in
Komtar on Jan 14.

The association extended
its invitation to Chow to attend

the festival.

KDCA Penang head of mar-
com Lorraine Disimond said
the association was set up
to preserve the culture, food,
dance, language and rituals of
the ethnic groups.

“KDCA started in Sabah in
1969 and had established sev-
eral branches in Johor, Klang
Valley, Penang and Malacca
over the years.

“There was an increase in
the number of Sabahans in
Penang, hence, we set up the
KDCA Penang,” she said.

Chow thanked the asso-
ciation for the invitation and
congratulated its members for
striving to preserve culture.

“Preservation of culture is
very important for the people’s
identity,” he said.

He also urged them to look
out for platforms to showcase
and share their culture with the
community.

Also present were KDCA
Penang vice-president Julius
Onong D’ HKanju, secretary
Joanne Michael and head of
protocol Mohamad Zulhilmi Ab-
dul Halim.
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Excited over
new UOW
campus in
Batu Kawan

PENANG is looking forward
to the opening of the new
campus by the University of
Wollongong (UOW) in Batu Kawan
in March.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said this when he officiated the
UOW Malaysia KDU Penang “As-
semble Final Year Exhibition 2020”
at 1st Avenue on Jan 11.

“Congratulations and we wel-
come the University of Wollongong
to Penang and the northern re-
gion,” Chow said in his speech.

He also praised all the 21 stu-
dents who took part in the exhibi-
tion, wishing them satisfaction,
hope, love and advancement when
they embark on their career in the
real world of interior design and
built environment.

“It's apparent that throughout
this exhibition, there is a presence
of balanced development, effec-
tive planning and the very notion
of awareness of community dynam-
ics.

“This is underlined in Pen-
ang2030, an action plan that fo-
cuses on improving livability, econo-
my, civil participation and balanced
development to achieve ‘A Family-
focused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation’.

“l am also thrilled that the stu-
dents have come out with ideas
that we can be proud of. They have
been inspired by the Penang2030
vision to retain and improve the
wonders of our cultural treasures.

These cultural assets are the very
core of who we are as Malaysians,”
Chow said.

The Chief Minister also spoke
on several development projects
that were ongoing or would be
implemented soon at the northern
seafront, the eastern seafront and
Gurney Wharf,

Associate Professor Dr Brian Im-
rie, the deputy vice-chancellor (En-
gagement) of UOW Malaysia KDU,
also praised the students for their
hard work in making the exhibition
a success.

The exhibition, by the 21 final
year academic students of both
Diploma in Interior Design and BA
(Hons) in Interior Architecture, end-
ed on Jan 12.

“With the synergy of these cre-
ative individuals, they believe it is
possible to design to better our fu-
ture,” Imrie said.

The University of Wollongong,
he said, is an Australian public uni-
versity located near Sydney and is
considered one of the best modern
universities in the world.

He added that UOW has more
than 39,000 students, of whom
some 12,500 are studying outside
Australia.

Also present at the exhibition
were Dr Yeap Gik Hong (head of the
Department of Built Environment),
Vanessa Serbastian (adviser of As-
semble Final Year Exhibition 2020)
and Khor Boon Seng (curator of As-
semble Final Year Exhibition 2020).

New design for PDC cluster houses

PENANG Development Corpo-
ration will incorporate a different
design for its cluster house proj-
ect, says Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow.

“We've one more cluster
house project. The new design
will have a wide space in between
two units which can serve as a
backdoor if a fire occurs,” Chow,
who is also the PDC chairman,
told reporters after officiating
the UOW Malaysia KDU Penang
‘Assemble Final Year Exhibition
2020’ at 1st Avenue in George

Town on Jan 11.

He was responding to a ques-
tion on the loss of a girl’s life in
a fire that occurred in a house in
Bayan Lepas on Jan 9.

Asked whether the state could
carry out urban regeneration
project for cluster houses, Chow
said that would be quite a chal-
lenging task.

“To redevelop the cluster
homes, the residents may not be
able to stay in landed property
anymore but instead in highrise,”
Chow explained.

Chow taking a sharper look at the exhibits of one of the KDU students. With his is Imrie
(wearing tie).

CHIEF MINISTER OF PENANG INCORPORATED

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

The offer is made to local and international bidders to participate in the RFP as follows:

TITLE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR  THE
DEVELOPMENT DAN MANAGEMENT OF PENANG
BADMINTON ACADEMY AT PT 214 AND PT 217,
SECTION 8, GEORGE TOWN, NORTH EAST
DISTRICT, PENANG

OFENING DATE 3" FEBRUARY 2020 (MONDAY)

CLOSING DATE 2" APRIL 2020 (THURSDAY)

1. The RFP can be downloaded from the Penang State Government portal at
http://www.penang.gov.my/ from 3™ February 2020.

2 Completed proposal should be sealed in an envelope clearly marked at the top
righthand comer of the parcel as “Development And Management Of Penang
Badminton Academy At PT 214 And PT 217, Section 8, George Town, North
East District, Penang”. Bidders are requested to submit the proposal before
12.00 noon on 2™ April 2020 to;

The Secretariat,

Chief Minister of Penang Incorporated,
Level 47, KOMTAR,

10503 Penang

3. Any enquiries please contact CMI Office at 04-650 5572 / 04-650 5421 or email
to mazirah_mohideen@penang.gov.my

4. Proposals submitted after the closing date will not be entertained.




Growing from
humble start

uStory by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Alvie Cheng

TWEN'I'Y years ago, EKO Metal
Industries started operations
from a light industry workshop
with a built-up area of approximate-
ly 9,200sq ft and with only a work-
force of five persons.

But today, it has a total of 600
workers in three manufacturing
plants — two in Juru and one in
Sungai Petani - covering a total of

370,000sq ft.

It has gone through many chang-
es and has established itself in die
casting, machining, stamping and
sheet metal fabrication.

So, it was little wonder that
when they celebrated their 20th
anniversary dinner on Jan 11, the
rank and file let their hair down.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who was the guest of honour, com-
mended the EKO family for com-
memorating the meaningful mile-

Two employees participating in a modelling contest at the
20th anniversary dinner of EKO Group of Companies.

For a greener,
healthier Penang

AFTER successfully transform-
ing 81 public spaces into neigh-
bourhood and pocket parks, Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP) is
planning to do more this year.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang said there were 300 open
spaces on Penang island.

“The council has transformed
81 of them into neighbourhood
and pocket parks.

“This park in Prestij 3 will ben-
efit the residents of Balik Pulau
and those staying in the south-
west district of Penang,” he said
in his speech during the opening
ceremony of the park in Taman
Prestij 3 in Balik Pulau on Jan
12.

He thanked the state execu-
tive council members and MB-
PP for the beautiful transforma-
tion.

Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep

Chow (fourth from right), together with (from right) Sasaki, Stanley, Boey and Tomiyasu,
launching the opening ceremony of the 20th anniversary dinner of EKO Group of Companies.

stone that they had reached.

“You started from a humble be-
ginning. And | am sure you all have
worked very hard over the past 20
years to be where you are today.
May you continue to grow and be-
come an important player in this
sector,” Chow said in his speech.

“The growth speaks volumes
of how determination, far-sighted-
ness, vision as well as the com-
bined efforts of everyone towards
a common purpose can see the
fruition of an establishment into
something bigger and with more
clout in the industry.

“I am here tonight representing
the state government and to give

support to your company because
without the contributions of the pri-
vate sector in Penang, the state will
not be able to do that well over the
past many years.

‘| do not only attend functions of
multinational corporations. | make
it a point to be with SMEs and local
large companies.

“They do appreciate the sup-
port of the state government and
they continue to contribute to the
social economic development of
Penang.”

Chow also shared the good
news that Penang managed to
break its own investment record
with an outstanding RM1.3.3 billion

Two opposing players attempt to gain control of the ball after Jagdeep tossed it into the air.

Singh Deo congratulated MBPP
on its successes.

“I am happy to hear that the
local council had transformed
81 public spaces into neighbour-
hood and pocket parks, in line
with the state’s Cleaner, Green-
er, Safer and Healthier agenda.
Keep up the good work!

“MBPP has planned to set up

four more neighbourhood parks
with an allocation of RM2.5 mil-
lion this year.

“The parks that are to be
developed are Taman Semarak
Api, Taman Lengkok P. Ramlee,
Taman Medan Angsana and Ta-
man Bukit Jambul,” he said in
his speech.

Jagdeep and Yew jointly

opened Taman Prestij 3 after the
speeches.

The cost to develop the
2,139.3sq m Taman Prestij 3
was RM712,428.

The facilities available include
a huge basketball court, pedes-
trian walkway, park benches,
bicycle parking lots, and special
route for the disabled.

of total approved manufacturing in-
vestment for the period from Janu-
ary to September last year.

While he said that Penang in
some ways benefited from the US-
China trade war in the manufactur-
ing sector, the state has also en-
couraged diversification into areas
such as medical devices and ser-
vices sector.

Chow said with the right ingredi-
ents and right eco-system in Pen-
ang, the state would continue to
grow.

“I look forward to the participa-
tion of multinational corporations in
Penang and the large local compa-
nies that grew from small medium
enterprises that can match MNCs.
Of course, we cannot neglect the
contributions of SMEs.

“I hope that EKO Group of Com-
panies will continue to grow and
that would make me the happiest
Chief Minister.”

His speech drew great applause
from the attendees.

EKO chief executive officer Boey
Tze Nin took the opportunity to
thank valuable customers, local
and abroad, for choosing them as
their service providers and giving
EKO a chance to grow.

“To all the EKO employees,
thank you for being an inspiration.
You are a great asset to EKO and
this successful outcome is the re-
sult of all your hard work and dedi-
cation,” Boey said in his speech.

It was an entertaining evening
as some of the employees took
part in a modelling contest. The
guests and employees were also
entertained with songs and dances
by invited performers.

Also present were EKO board
of directors Thomas Emmette
Stanley, Takeshi Sasaki, Hideki
Tomiyasu and organising chair-
man Andrew Arulnathan, who is
also the group quality assurance
manager.



sStory by Danny Ooi

NEW direct flight connect-
Aing Penang and Chengdu

will begin on March 8 fol-
lowing a year’s coordination effort
by the state government with AirA-
sia and China.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said
the direct flight would foster tour-
ism growth.

“Now, we're excited to announce
that AirAsia will be commencing its
inaugural flight on March 8 at a
frequency of three times a week,”
Yeoh told a press conference at his
service centre in Paya Terubong on
Jan 11.

“This is a golden opportunity
for local travel agents to offer new
tourism packages to attract China
nationals to travel to Penang and
vice-versa.

“While strengthening our pro-
motional efforts in southern
China, we are also working on es-
tablishing the branding of Penang
as a tourism destination in many
China cities.”

The four-hour flight departs from
Penang every Wednesday, Friday
and Sunday.

Return flights from Chengdu to
Penang are every Monday, Thurs-
day and Saturday.

Two months ago, Shenzhen Air-
lines started its direct flights from
Shenzen to Penang.

Yeoh said the signing of a mem-
orandum of friendship and cooper-
ation between the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) and Chengdu
on Dec 15, 2018 marked the be-
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Direct flights
connecting Penang
and Chengdu

Yeoh (left) and Tan promoting Penang and Chengdu as
AirAsia will connect the two destinations via direct flights
from March 8.

ginning of the planning and discus-
sion process for the Chengdu-Pen-
ang flight.

Last February, Yeoh led a delega-
tion to the Chengdu Municipal Peo-
ple’s Government and they made a
reciprocal visit last October.

Yeoh continued to follow up with
the China government as well as
negotiate with AirAsia to make the
direct flight a reality.

Kenneth Tan, AirAsia govern-
ment relations manager for north-
ern region, said he appreciated
Yeoh's efforts not only to boost
tourism but also to provide many
business opportunities.

“Just like Penang, Chengdu has
many factories and businesses. We
want to acknowledge the hard work
done by Yeoh and his committee.

“I hope all tourism players will
work hard to make Penang one
of the safest destinations. | also
urge our players to up their game
like providing a clean environ-
ment,” Tan said.

For the special Chengdu inaugu-
ral launch, Tan said travellers could
get return flights with three-day, two-
night hotel stays starting from as
low as RM332 per person through
SNAP on airasia.com.

Best known as home to the
adorable giant pandas, Chengdu,
the capital of Sichuan Province,
is a thriving city with plenty to do
and taste.

Some of the mustwvisit attrac-
tions include the Chengdu Research
Base of Giant Panda Breeding, Jinli
Ancient Street, the Leshan Giant
Buddha and Wenshu Monastery.

While George Town is a Unesco
world heritage site, Chengdu is the
Unesco City of Gastronomy.

Among their popular Chinese
dishes are Mapo Tofu and Kung Pao
Chicken. Travellers can also choose
to unwind by enjoying aromatic tea
at any of the local teahouses.

Chengdu is also a gateway to
the western territories of China,
including Tibet.

Soon (centre), Batu Lancang assemblyman Ong Ah Teong (fourth from right) and other
guests giving the thumbs-up for the event.

A reS|dent Iearnlng how to use a fire extlngmsher under the
watchful eye of firemen.

Fire safety tips for the community

PREMISES owners need to be
careful and cautious when us-
ing electrical equipment in their
house to prevent a fire from hap-
pening.

Padang Lalang assemblyman
Chong Eng said most fire mis-
haps occur due to the lack of
awareness and carelessness.

“For example, we often forget
to turn off electrical appliances
when not in use.

“This is dangerous and risky
as it may cause a fire.

“It is important for people to
know the dangers of fire as it
may cause death,” Chong Eng
said in her speech during the fire
safety awareness programme

with firemen at Taman Permai Ja-
ya in Bukit Mertajam on Jan 12.

Also present was Bandar
Perda Fire and Rescue Station
(BBP) chief Hadzi Mohamed
Yusuf.

Hadzi said nowadays it is cru-
cial for people to own fire-fighting
equipment to minimise the risk.

“Homes should be installed
with smoke detectors and own-
ers should keep a fire extinguish-
er too so that they can be pre-
pared in case of a fire,” he said.

He added the fire safety
awareness programme at Taman
Permai Jaya was aimed at teach-
ing participants the proper way
of using fire extinguishers.

Calling cyclists for Paramount
Property City2City Ride 2020

HAVE you ever wondered how
cool it would be to enjoy the sce-
nic ferry ride and the scenery from
the Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam
Shah Bridge as you ride your best-
loved bicycle?

The inaugural Paramount Prop-
erty City2City Ride 2020 cycling
event is offering participants a
chance to experience Penang by
cycling 77km while taking in the
beauty of the state.

State Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee said
the event would be held on July 5
at the Design Village Outlet Mall in
Batu Kawan.

“The organisers are targeting
2,700 participants. From Design
Village, they will cycle to the Peng-
kalan Sultan Abdul Halim ferry ter-
minal in Butterworth before taking
a ferry to the Pengkalan Raja Tun

Uda ferry terminal on the island.
They will then cycle to the Espla-
nade to take a break.

“The cyclists will then travel to
the Design Village Outlet Mall using
the Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam
Shah Bridge,” Soon told a press
conference in Komtar on Jan 14.

He added that the Sultan Ab-
dul Halim Mu’adzam Shah Bridge
would be closed from 7am to 1pm
on July 5.

The participation fee is RM95
for Malaysians and RM145 for for-
eigners.

Closing date for entries is April
20.

For more information, interest-
ed participants can visit https://
howei.com/event_details/para-
mountpropertycity2cityride or con-
tact Datuk Lim Seh Guan (012-
4254111).
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