‘Happy news’
with SPCT
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ENANG received a big boost when
PLam Research Corporation, a global

supplier of wafer fabrication equipment
and services to the semiconductor industry,
pledged to invest about RM1 billion in its new
factory at the Batu Kawan Industrial Park.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who an-
nounced the company’s expansion plans in
Penang this year, said the state was proud
that Lam Research would be investing in a
new 34-acre site with 700,000sq ft of office,
manufacturing facilities and warehouse.

“This strategic investment is a significant
boost to Penang'’s electrical and electronics
(E&E) ecosystem. It is elevating Penang’s
status in the world map of the semiconduc-
tor industry,” Chow told a video conference
via Skype in Komtar on Feb 5.

“Lam Research’s investment is expected
to have farreaching impacts, especially on
supply chain localisation opportunities, uplift-
ing the skillset of technical workforce and lo-
cal SMEs as well as high economic spill-over
and multiplier effects.

“Its footprint in Penang will attract more
relevant vendors to invest here and will en-
able the state to create a more robust E&E
ecosystem than ever.”

The video conference was attended by
Lam Research senior vice-president (Global
Operations) Kevin Jennings and vicepres-
ident (manufacturing) Mike Snell from the
United States.

Also present at the video conference in
Komtar were Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk
Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman, invest
Penang chief executive officer Datuk Loo
Lee Lian, Penang Development Corporation
general manager Datuk Mohd Bazid Abd Ka-
har and Malaysian Investment Development
Authority (MIDA) Penang director Yusni Md
Yusof.
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(From left) Chow, Ahmad Zakiyuddin, Loo and Mohd Bazid giving the thumbs-up to
Lam Research Corporation’s entry to Penang.

Chow added that with Lam Research’s
presence, an estimated 350 high value jobs
would be created over the next three years.

Chow continued: “Investment from Lam
Research is significant to Penang and Malay-
sia as this is the first
investment among
the top wafer fabri-
cation  equipment
players to set up a
manufacturing facil-
ity in the country.

“lts presence is
expected to further
boost Malaysia's
image as a pre-
ferred location for the semiconductor indus-
try, equipment and the electrical and elec-
tronics industry. Penang is already a regional
hub for backend high technology machinery
and equipment as well as the world’s leading
location for semiconductor and testing.”

Chow said the wafer fabrication equip-
ment market was estimated to have gener-
ated US$50 billion (RM206 billion) of sales
in 2019 or equivalent to 87% of global total
semiconductor equipment sales of US$58
billion (RM239 billion) in 2019.

Lam Research’s
Investment
IS expected to
have far-reaching
Impacts -

In addition, he said Penang undoubtedly
is the key pillar to Malaysia’s external trade.
Penang recorded a trade surplus of US$24
billion (RM99 billion) in Jan-Nov 2019, repre-
senting 77% of Malaysia’s total trade surplus
for the period.

Jennings, who was
speaking from Oregon
and apologised for not
being able to be pres-
ent in person, said con-
struction of the new
facility in Batu Kawan
would  begin  next
CHow month with the first

shipment  operations
sometime in 2021.

He said Lam Research is a 40year-old
company, founded in January 1980 with its
headquarters now in Fremont, California. A
Fortune 500 company, Lam Research had
revenue of US$9.5 billion (RM39 billion) in
2019.

“Since then, we've played a key role, con-
tributing to the extraordinary pace of innova-
tion in the semiconductor industry.

“We're a leader in semiconductor equip-
ment. Our products are used to make essen-
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tially nearly every device in the world, from
cell phones to laptops to digital cameras,”
Jennings said via a Skype call.

“We're very excited to join the network of
Penang’s outstanding electronics and elec-
trical ecosystem. It only made sense to be
attracted to the location, and we appreciate
the support of the Malaysian government,
Malaysian Investment Development Author-
ity (MIDA), Ministry of International Trade and
Industry (MITI), Penang Development Corpo-
ration (PDC) and investPenang.

“This new site will add to our existing glob-
al production locations in the United States,
South Korea, Taiwan and Austria.

“Initially, the factory will be 700,000sq ft.
However, we have the opportunity for future
growth.

“Our mission is to enable our customers’
success and solve grand challenges in the
semiconductor industry. We look forward to
a strong partnership in the community and
Malaysia. We are excited to embark on this
journey.”

Snell, in response to a reporter's ques-
tion, revealed that Lam Research would in-
vest US$150 million (RM619 million) for the
factory setup and US$75 million (RM309 mil-
lion) for the warehouse in the initial phase.

In concluding the video conference, Chow
expressed the state government’s apprecia-
tion to the Federal Government, particularly
the Ministry of Finance (MOF), MITI, MIDA
and the National Committee on Investment
(NCI) for the approval and support in attract-
ing the investment.

He also applauded investPenang and PDC
for their hard work in facilitating the invest
ment.

Chow also congratulated Lam Research
on their significant investment in Penang and
Malaysia; wishing them continuous growth
and success and expressing his welcome
to Jennings and Snell when they are able to
travel to Penang.
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ENANG is taking another
Pstep forward towards the

delivery of 5G services with
the launch of 19 demonstration
projects worth a total of RM23.2
million.

State Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari said seven tele-
communications companies are
jointly funding the projects related
to three verticals (areas), namely
manufacturing, tourism and smart
city, in their collaboration with the
state government.

“The state does not have to
cough up any money. The telco
companies have to invest in up-
grading the infrastructure,” Zairil
told reporters after officiating a
briefing session on 5G demonstra-
tion projects for 250 attendees in
Komtar on Feb 4.

“These projects are use cases
for the telcos to show they are
commercially viable. 5G is a new
technology. It has huge potential.

“When we roll out the 5G in the
third quarter of this year, Penang
will award the 5G spectrum to the
telcos which would surely want a
return for their investments.”

The seven telco companies are
Celcom Axiata, U Mobile, Digi Tele-
communications, YTL Communica-
tions, Maxis Broadband, Telekom
Malaysia and edotco Malaysia.

They have a strategic partner or
partners to work alongside, such
as Celcom with Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) and Malaysian Air-
port Holding, U Mobile with Hotayi
Electronic, DiGi with Penang Hill
Corporation, YTL with Clarion and
Intel, Maxis with Penang Develop-
ment Corporation and Tourism
Penang and Penang state govern-
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Zairil (in coat), together with some representatlves of the telco companies and partlclpants of the 5G demonstration
projects, showing a five-hand sign at the briefing session in Komtar.

ment, and Telekom Malaysia with
Prasarana Malaysia and MBPP.

Among the projects are the de-
ployment of 360-degree UHD 4K
live surveillance cameras at the
Esplanade and Penang Interna-
tional Airport, 5G live streaming
at Penang International Airport,
smart facial recognition at Batu
Kawan and ultra high speed inter-
net access at Penang Hill.

Other projects include Al-
based vision inspection at Bayan
Lepas, smart building at Komtar,
fixed wireless access at Raja
Tun Uda Ferry Terminal and Sul-
tan Abdul Halim Ferry Terminal,
smart safety & security at Kom-
tar area and fixed wireless ac-
cess at smart bus stop at USM.

Zairil said the initiative is in
line with the Penang 2030 vision
for a family-focused, green and
smart state to inspire the nation.

“For normal communication,
4G is enough but if you need to
do something that is important

or require very precise timing and
so on, then you need 5G.

“So, when it comes to 5G, the
coverage radius is much smaller
than 4G. The number of towers
for 5G will definitely be more.

“When we want this technol-
ogy, we have to provide the en-
vironment to facilitate this infra-
structure. If we don’t, then how

Nur Aishah says a commit-
tee has been set up to look
into any appeal.

are we going to go forward?

“We also want to make sure
Penang is ready to have 5G by
September as the state will be
hosting the World Congress on
Information Technology (WCIT)
this year.”

Citing an example of a 5G
demonstration project that was
launched in Langkawi recently,
Zairil said while medical person-
nel were using an ultrasound
machine to check a patient in an
ambulance, doctors in a hospital
could see real time.

That, he said, would help the
doctors to know the problem and
prepare what to do when the pa-
tient arrived. Or they could advise
the paramedics in the ambulance
on what to do.

“This can only be done with
a super-fast connectivity. This is
one example. There are many
examples. This is the purpose of
the

use case to show that 5G ap-
plication brings much benefit to
the industry, and all sorts of in-
dustries. As it is, we have very
good coverage in Penang but in
terms of capacity, it is not so
good.

“There is line or coverage al-
most anywhere you go in Penang.
But if many people are there and
using the line, the speed is not
good. There is not enough capac-
ity and everything slows down.

“Capacity-wise, we are actu-
ally lower than many states. But
coverage wise, we are better than
many states. There is no point to
have good coverage but low facil-
ity,” Zairil added.

On the Penang Connectivity
Master Plan, Zairil said it was
expensive to fiberise every home

and they have to discuss the al-
ternatives.

He said they started a few
pilot projects at Minden Heights
and in Butterworth where they
laid the fibre cables not under-
ground but through the drainage
system or aerially.

While that was cost effec-
tive, he said they have to do it
in a controlled environment, set
guidelines and ensure there was
no damage to council property.

Among those who attended
the briefing on the 5G demonstra-
tion projects were a few assem-
blymen, heads of departments,
some staff members of the local
government and personal assis-
tants to some assemblymen.

The speakers were Prof Dr
Tharek Abdul Rahman of Malay-
sian Communications and Mul-
timedia Commission (MCMC),
Roha Tukimin of the Malaysian
Nuclear Agency and Kamarulza-
man Elias of Penang State Sec-
retariat.

Also present were Bukit Ben-
dera MP Wong Hon Wai, state Fi-
nancial Officer Datuk Sarul Bahi-
yah Abu, Penang MCMC director
Rizal Abd Malek and Nur Aishah
Md Norodin, head of local gov-
ernment division in Penang State
Secretariat office.

Asked by reporters on objec-
tions raised by some residents
over the construction of telco
towers, Nur Aishah said they had
set up a committee to look into
any appeal.

She said the standard oper-
ating procedure for the appeals
should be followed and the form
could be downloaded from www.
penang.gov.my or for any enquiry,
contact 04-6505379.
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HIEF Minister Chow Kon
CYeow launched the Swet

tenham Pier Cruise Terminal
(SPCT) upgrading project recently,
describing it as “happy news for
the tourism sector in Penang.”

He also said when the RM155
million project (first phase) is
completed between 24 and 36
months, the heritage value of
the Unesco World Heritage Site
in George Town would be in-
creased.

“This project is yet another
achievement for the cruise indus-
try.  would like to thank the federal
government for its commitment to
the project which would not only
have a great impact on Penang but
also the country,” Chow said in his
speech at the SPCT upgrading proj-
ect ceremony at the pier on Feb 1.

“The state government has al-
ways been working very closely
with the Penang Port Commission
(PPC) and Penang Port Sdn Bhd
(PPSB) to promote cruise tourism.

“The support by the state gov-
ernment in the cruise industry is
evident through its approval of the
alienation of land for SPCT to PPC
for 30 years.”

The upgrading project encom-
passes the extension of the ex-
isting wharf to the north by 220
metres. This extension allows two
of the world’s largest Oasis-Class
ships to berth at any one time. At
present, only one Oasis-Class ship,
which can accommodate about
6,700 guests in total, can berth at
SPCT.

This upgrading project will also
involve the restructuring of the cur-
rent terminal to increase the effi-
ciency of passenger handling, the
redevelopment of old godowns for
commercial activities and ground
transport area (GTA).

Once completed, SPCT is able
to accommodate 12,000 passen-
gers as compared to 8,000 pas-
sengers currently.

Chow said the spillover effects
of the upgrading project would en-
hance the state’s economy which
is one of the aims of Penang 2030
vision.

He said services sector like
bunkering, ship maintenance, sup-
ply, security and support services
to ship crew would be generated
while job opportunities involving
tour bus operators, taxi, trishaw
and local tourism products would
be increased.

Chow also expressed hopes
that after the upgrading project,
SPCT would become a hub as well
as a homeport to leading interna-
tional cruise companies.
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An artist impression of the
Swettenham Quay after the
refurbishment of the old godown
at the Swettenham Pier.

Monaliza presenting the letter of godown handover to Ooi. Looking on are (from left) Chew,
Loke, Chow, Lim, Phor, Ang and Ng.

He added that he was informed
by PPC that they have development
plans for the surrounding areas un-
til Tanjung City Marina.

“The state gives full support to
the plan to uplift the economy. It
will also allow the public and SPCT
users access at the eastern sea
front through a walkway that would
be built. All this development will
be ready by 2025, and | believe, it
will give it a new breath of life to the
whole waterfront.”

“The state government is also
committed to developing the north-
ern seafront through the rebuilding
of the Esplanade seawall and Fort
Cornwallis conservation.”

Chow said a “Penang Bay Ideas
Competition” would be held to seek
ideas on how to continue develop-
ing both sides of the northern chan-
nel of Penang. The Penang Bay is a
concept developed by George Town
Conservation and Development
Corporation comprising Think City

and the state government.

“It is to find the synergy be-
tween the bay areas comprising
the Penang island side and the
Butterworth side. Our focus is for
the island to become the cultural
hub and for Butterworth to be the
innovation hub. International inves-
tors will be sought to see if they are
interested to invest in the area.”

Also present at the launching
ceremony were Finance Minister
Lim Guan Eng, Transport Minister
Anthony Loke Siew Fook, Transport
Ministry secretary-general Datuk
Isham Ishak, PPC chairman Jef-
frey Chew Gim Eam, PPC general
manager Monaliza Suhaimi, PPSB
chairman Datuk Syed Mohamad
Syed Murtaza and MMC Group
managing director Datuk Seri Che
Khalib Mohamad Noh.

Lim, who had announced the
redevelopment of the SPCT over
four phases at RM500 million last
month, said SPCT could accommo-

date 1.7 million passengers a year
after the project was completed.

He said two duty free shops
would be operating at the pier
this year, namely Langkawi Duty
Free and DFZ Emporium Sdn Bhd,
through open tender.

“These are very exciting times
for SPCT despite the challenges
in the world today. This project is
very important for the economy of
Penang. It will benefit not only Pen-
ang people but also Malaysia, es-
pecially for the northern states like
Perlis, Kedah and Perak,” Lim said.

Loke, in his speech, said he
looked forward to the first phase
project to be completed within a
year instead of between 24 and 36
months.

“When this project is complet-
ed, it will transform the whole wa-
terfront and the landscape of Pen-
ang. The state will be flooded with
tourists,” Loke said.

Chew said SPCT was the num-

ber one cruise hub in Malaysia
last year, attracting 198 vessels in
2019 compared to 185 in 2018 -
an increase of 7%.

As for passengers arrival, he
said SPCT recorded 27.1% in-
crease with 449,885 passengers
in 2019 compared to 354,047 in
2018.

He also said the old godown at
the SPCT would be transformed
into a commercial area not just for
tourists but also for the locals.

For this, Solaris Consortium Sdn
Bhd, a subsidiary of Ideal Property
Group, has been appointed to re-
furbish and manage PPC Godown
5, 7 and 8 for a lease of 30 years.

Its executive chairman Tan Sri
Alex Ooi and executive director
Puan Sri Joanne Phor were pres-
ent to receive the letter of godown
handover from PPC’s Monaliza in
the presence of the Chow, Lim and
Loke. Also present were Ideal Prop-
erty Group general manager Con-
nie Ang and chief operating officer
Datuk Ng Tyan Ping.

Ooi said the refurbishment proj-
ect, known as Swettenham Quay,
would convert the area into a sea-
front tourist attraction at a develop-
ment cost of RM98 miillion.

“It will comprise F&B outlets
and retail shop lots for local prod-
ucts along the promenade, offering
a compelling shopping experience
for tourists as well as a great lei-
sure destination for locals,” Ooi

(Left) An old godown at the Penang Swettenham Pier; (right) an artist impression of the godown after its refurbishment.
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TE Penang government is
thankful that the double cel-
ebration of Thaipusam and
Chap Goh Meh was held smoothly
despite the novel coronavirus
scare, says Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow.

He said the state government
and organisers had earlier consid-
ered many times whether to hold
these two mass celebrations or
not.

“As you all know, the corona-
virus outbreak has hit the world,
including Malaysia which has
several cases,” Chow said in his
speech at the Penang Celebrates
Chap Goh Meh 2020 at the Espla-
nade field on Feb 8.

“I had just witnessed the
Thaipusam celebration at the Wa-
terfall Hilltop Temple before com-
ing here.

“Thousands of Hindu devotees
and numerous tourists flocked to
the place.

“I'm thankful the event was car-
ried out safely and successfully.”

Chow also thanked all parties,
whether they were from govern-
ment agencies, private, corporate
or organisations, for their coopera-
tion in the making the Chap Goh
Meh event a reality.

Most of all, he expressed his
thanks to the people for spending
their time to join in the celebration.

Also present were Chow’s
wife Tan Lean Kee, state Tourism
Development, Arts, Culture and
Heritage Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin, Batu Lancang as-
semblyman Ong Ah Teong, Penang
Chinese Chamber of Commerce
president Datuk Seri Hong Yeam
Wah and consulate general repre-
sentatives.

Yeoh said they had invited
dance troupes from Lanzhou Chi-
na and Shandong Qingdao to per-
form at the celebration but due to
the coronavirus outbreak in China,
they were not able to make it.

“We had originally wanted to
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orange[throwing event.

promote tourism between Penang
and China through cultural perfor-
mances but had to postpone it,”
Yeoh said.

“We have set up a ‘Tree of
Hope’ at the celebration site for
the people to write words of en-
couragement for the frontline
workers and patients.”

SRJK (C ) Jelutong girls entertaining the audience with a cultural
performance.

Earlier, Chow was joined by sev-
eral VIPs in the traditional manda-
rin orange tossing event.

This year, however, they did not
throw the oranges into the sea
from the Esplanade promenade
as its seawall is being rebuilt.

Instead, they threw the fruit in-
to a makeshift pool, set up beside
the City Hall.

Chap Goh Meh, which is the
15th day of the Lunar New Year in
Hokkien dialect, marks the end of
Chinese New Year celebration.

It is also the Chinese ver-
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of finding prospective suitors.

But in modern times, the tra-
dition is kept alive with the girls
writing their names and phone
numbers on the oranges before
tossing them into the waters.

It is also treated as a fun
event as friends and family mem-
bers also take part in the orange-
throwing event.

Among the tourists who threw
the oranges were two Americans
— Francesca HKrihely, 31, and Ra-
chel Kahtan, 24, from New York
City.
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<A huge cro"wcil enjoying a
# dazzling fireworks display
towards the end of.the
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ly and Kahtan wrote the names
of their boyfriends — Tim Haga-
men and Benjamin Schindel —
respectively on an orange and
also included their Instagram
account names on it.

“This is a wonderful event.
Unfortunately, we did not get
the chance to throw the orange
into the sea. We may come back
next year,” Krihely said.

Visitors were also given the
chance to take part in the or-
ange throwing activity digitally
by using their mobile phones
to scan a QR code and then
play the game which would be
flashed onto a big screen.

Apart from that, they were
entertained by several cultural
dances and performances on
the main stage.

Some of them also walked
away with lucky prizes, with
Poh Kong Jewellers sponsoring
RM30,000 worth of items.

The crowd was also treated
to a dazzling fireworks display,
thanks to the sponsorship by
the Penang Chinese Chamber
of Commerce.

To cap off a wonderful night,
a lion dance mesmerised the
crowd with amazing skills on
the poles and drew thunderous
applause.

Krihely (right) showing the orange that
she and Kahtan (left) threw to the pool
after writing their boyfriends’ names



RADITIONAL Chinese or-
Tchestra, electrifying  lion

dance performances and
visitors clad in colourful attire
set the mood for a lively Chinese
New Year celebration at the Setia
SPICE Arena on Jan 26.

Thousands of visitors thronged
the open house held by Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow and they
were treated to a wide array of
scrumptious food.

Chow presented ang pow to
the residents from various char-
ity homes who were the special
guests at the event.

“I am happy to see everyone
enjoying the celebration.

“The state government will

continue with its efforts to care
for the wellbeing of its people,”
Chow told the media after the
event.

Governor Tun Abdul Rahman
Abbas was the guest of honour at
the function.

Also present were Deputy Chief
Minister | Datuk Ahmad Zakiyud-
din Abdul Rahman, Deputy Chief
Minister Il Prof Dr. P. Ramasamy,
Penang Island City Council mayor
Datuk Yew Tung Seang, state ex-
ecutive councillors and state as-
semblymen.

The dignitaries took part in the
traditional yee sang tossing cer-
emony, wishing for an abundance
of prosperity and happiness.
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Abdul Rahman (centre), Abdul Rahman’s consort Toh Puan Majimor Shariff (fourth from
left), Chow (fourth from right), Chow’s wife Tan Lean Kee (third from left), together with the
VIPs and public posing for a group photo with the mandarin oranges at the open house.

Es.

A lion dance troupe greeting those present at the open house as it adds much fanfare to the

event.

Cheerful do at telco open house

MOBILE telecommunications
provider Celcom Axiata Berhad
hosted a joyful Chinese New Year
open house on Feb 3.

And like most open houses, a
lion dance troupe was in atten-
dance to add to the excitement
of the festivity.

The event saw more than 50
people joining in the celebration.

It was held as a gesture of
appreciation for the company’s
northern region customers and
enterprises.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
was the main guest at the event.

Chow was greeted warmly by
the Celcom staff members as
soon as he arrived.

He also went on to mingle with

and greet those present from
one table to another.

Also present were Celcom
Enterprise Business Public Sec-
tor head Iskandar Abdul Razak,
Celcom Business Services Chan-
nel Management head Le Thiam
Woei and Osadi Sdn Bhd Busi-
ness Development manager Ken

Thousands at ‘Miao Hui’ fest

THOUSANDS of visitors from
all walks of life thronged the an-
nual Penang Chinese New Year
Celebration 2020, also known as
“Miao Hui” (Temple Festival), at
the George Town World Heritage
Site.

Many visitors had the chance
to learn about the various cul-
tures such as those of the Hak-
ka, Cantonese, Hainanese, Hok-
kiens, Malays and Indians at the
festival.

They enjoyed the cultural per-

formances, traditional dances
and even the array of local de-
lights.

Shutterbugs did not miss the
chance to snap amazing photos
of the lion dance and the nail bit-
ing chingay performances.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
was grateful that the event was
held in a smooth manner despite
the novel coronavirus outbreak in
various countries.

He said the state had decided
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to proceed with the event this
year.

“It has been an annual event
since 1999 and I'm proud to be
part of this journey.

“I express my sincere appreci-
ation to all sponsors of this event,
on behalf of the organising com-
mittee,” he said in his speech
after attending the event in King
Street on Feb 2.

Many foreign tourists were
seen mingling with the locals.

Among them were Gill Noval,
an artist from Pittenweem, Scot-
land, and Irma Visser, a paralegal
from Amsterdam, the Nether-
lands.

“We love George Town. We're
fortunate that we get to taste the
different cultures and food at this
festival.

“The festival is amazing, so
rich in tradition. It's something we
will remember for a long time. It's
by sheer chance it is held during
our visit here,” said Noval.

Visser chipped in: “l am im-
pressed with the variety of perfor-
mances, especially the female Tai
Chi participants using swords in
their dance routine.

“It's a real joy to be here and
we have good fun.”

Also present were state Tour-
ism Development, Heritage, Cul-
ture and Arts Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin, state Youth
and Sports Committee chairman
Soon Lip Chee, state assembly-
men and the Penang Chinese
Clan Council chairman Datuk
Yeap Beow Chong.
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HE Kebun Bunga constitu-
Tency’s Chinese New Year

open house on Jan 31 saw
a multi-racial crowd attending the
event to celebrate the Year of the
Rat.

Although the event was sched-
uled to start at 6.30pm, the
crowd had started to throng the
venue at SK Padang Tembak an
hour earlier.

Hosted by Kebun Bunga as-
semblyman Jason Ong Khan Lee,
the event was graced by Port Dick-
son MP Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim
who is also PKR president.

People from the neighbour-
hood cheered upon Anwar’s ar-
rival and many took advantage
of his presence to have photos
taken with him.

The crowd was entertained by
a local troupe which put on a lion
dance performance.

In his speech, Anwar empha-
sised the importance of looking
into the needs of the people in
every constituency.

“The state has done its part
on this.

“Remember, don’t forget the
constituents and remain com-

-i"

mitted to serving them,” he said
before wishing those present a
prosperous year.

Those present feasted on a
sumptuous buffet spread of local
delights.

J'-' 'ﬁ J;--....-

T e

Anwar also took part in the yee
sang tossing ceremony after his
speech.

Joining him at the open house
were Deputy Chief Minister |
Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul

‘?'-"' .
Anwar with Ong (fourth from left) and Narenasagaran (left) tossing yee sang at the open
house.

Rahman, Deputy Tourism, Arts
and Culture Minister Muhammad
Bakhtiar Wan Chik, Bukit Bendera
MP Wong Hon Wai, Ong and state
police chief Comm Datuk T. Nare-
nasagaran.

MERBUKA TAHUN BA
ATEESWIUNIANDY, ADUH"

Satees (centre) and the VIPs tossing the yee sang.

Govt striving to deal with
coronavirus outbreak, says state rep

THE Malaysian government is do-
ing its best to manage the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak
in the country.

Bagan Dalam assemblyman
Satees Muniandy said the govern-
ment has the capability to deal with
the COVID-19 effectively.

“People should stop spread-
ing fake news pertaining to the
outbreak as this would create
panic.

“We can see fake news being
posted on various social media

platforms. It is unethical and ir-
responsible.

“Please do your part and
don’t share them,” he said in
his speech at the Bagan Dalam
constituency’s Chinese New Year
open house on Feb 2.

Satees also urged the public
to report any fake news to the
relevant authorities such as the
police or the Malaysian Commu-
nications and Multimedia Com-
mission (MCMC) for them to take
appropriate action.

Joy at PCTH
open house

FOOT-tapping multi-cultural dance
performances, balancing act, lion
dance, a Chinese traditional or-
chestra and many more musical
acts were among the highlights
at the Penang Chinese Town Hall
(PCTH) annual Chinese New Year
open house on Jan 26.

Many people from all walks
of life thronged the open house
which started around 9.30am.

Governor Tun Abdul Rahman
Abbas, Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow and his wife Tan Lean Kee
brought merriment to the event.

PCTH chairman Datuk Seri Khor
Teng How said a harmonious rela-
tionship regardless of race or reli-
gion could be forged through the
open house.

“We have organised the annual
Chinese New Year open house for
more than a decade.

“Apart from promoting the
traditional Chinese celebration,
our main objective is to see unity
among the people in Penang.

“This is because we believe
such efforts can build a multicul-
tural society that is more under-
standing,” Khor said in his speech
at the event.

Meanwhile, Chow commended

One of the wonderful dance performances at the PCTH open

house.

PCTH’s effort in organising the
Chinese New Year open house
yearly.

“As we can see today, hordes
of people from various groups and
associations have joined us to cel-
ebrate the Chinese New Year.

“The open house by PCTH al-
lows everyone to learn more about
Chinese culture.

“This shows a great spirit of
togetherness and a closer rela-
tionship between all races,” Chow
said in his speech.

“We need to remember that
only with a unified heart can the
state be built prosperously,” he
added.

Among other guests present
were the consul-general of China

to Penang Lu Shiwei, Deputy Ag-
riculture and Agro-based Indus-
try Minister Sim Tze Tzin, state
Welfare, Caring Society, and En-
vironment Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh, state Domestic
and International Trade Commit-
tee chairman Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain, state Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee and state Tourism Develop-
ment, Arts, Culture and Heritage
Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin.

Also present were State As-
sembly Speaker Datuk Law Choo
Kiang, assemblymen Ong Ah Teo-
ng (Batu Lancang), Daniel Gooi Zi
Sen (Pengkalan Kota) and Chris
Lee Chun Kit (Pulau Tikus).



THOUSANDS of people thronged the Chi-
nese New Year Open House hosted by the
Penang Chinese Chamber of Commerce
with Finance Minister Lim Guan Eng at
Setia SPICE Convention Centre in Bayan
Lepas on Jan 25.

The open house, which started around
10am, was also attended by Governor
Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas, his wife Toh
Puan Majimor Shariff and Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

The guests enjoyed a variety of food
while being entertained by some ener-
getic and captivating performances from
various Chinese groups and associations.

The highlights included a lion dance,
singing, orchestra and cultural dance per-
formances.

Many people also could be seen taking
photos with Lim and Chow.

“As we can see, many people are at
the open house today just like last year.

“I hope in the spirit of Chinese New
Year, the people in the country will con-
tinue to live together in peace and har-
mony,” Lim told reporters after the event.

CM calls for

unity In

education

(From rlght) Ahmad Zaklyuddm Ramasamy, Law, Salfuddln Nasution,
Chow, Guan Eng, Abdul Rahman, Majimor and Guan Eng’s wife Betty Chew;
together with Marzuki (fourth from left), Kit Siang (third from left), and Sim
(left) and other VIPs taking part in the yee sang tossing ceremony.

Earlier, Lim and Chow, together with
some state executive councillors, as-
semblymen and ministers, took part in
the yee sang tossing ceremony to usher
in good luck and prosperity in the Lunar
New Year.

Speaking on another matter, Lim an-

nounced that road users who are current-
ly enjoying the existing 20% discount for
toll on the Penang Bridge via their Touch
‘n Go cards would be eligible to receive
another 18% discount.

“This is to clear some misunderstand-
ing regarding this matter,” Lim added.

On Feb 1, class 1 vehicles on several
highways under Projek Lebuhraya Utara-
Selatan (PLUS) would receive an 18% dis-
count on the toll rate.

Among the guests present at the open
house were Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk
Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman, Deputy
Chief Minister Il Dr P. Ramasamy, state
Tourism Development, Arts, Culture and
Heritage Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin, State Assembly Speaker Datuk Law
Choo Kiang, Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang and
Seberang Perai City Council (MBSP) may-
or Datuk Rozali Mohamud.

Others were Domestic Trade and Con-
sumerism Minister Datuk Seri Saifud-
din Nasution Ismail, Deputy Agriculture
and Agro-based Industry Minister Sim
Tze Tzin, Deputy Foreign Minister Datuk
Marzuki Yahya, Bukit Mertajam MP Ste-
ven Sim Chee Keong, who is also Deputy
Youth and Sports Minister, DAP adviser
Lim Kit Siang, Batu Lancang assembly-
man Ong Ah Teong and Pengkalan Kota
assemblyman Daniel Gooi Zi Sen.

uStory by Christopher Tan

HILE policies pertain-
ing to education are
set by the ministry,

implementing them effectively
in schools requires great lead-
ership.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said educators play a
pivotal role in ensuring that
policies set by the government
are implemented effectively in
schools.

“Each and every one of us
— principals, teachers, and the
community — have our role to
play.

“I have visited a number of
schools in Penang and | no-
ticed the performance differ-
ence between the schools. |
believe that while it is impor-
tant to introduce good policies,
implementing them is also
equally important,” Chow said
in his speech at the Chinese
New Year fiesta in SJK (C) Shih
Chung Pusat in Love Lane on
Jan 21.

He thanked the community
for their unwavering support to-
wards promoting better quality
education.

“Schools, especially vernac-
ular schools, need the support
of the community and | would
like to thank the public for their
unending support,” Chow said.

He also thanked the edu-
cators for their sacrifices and
dedication.

Forty-eight pupils from the
school wore their newly de-
signed T-shirt to the fiesta.

Headmistress Boo Cheng
Choon said the T-shirt was de-
signed by a special pupil Chuah
Yi Tong, nine.

“About 80% of the pupils
studying in this school are spe-
cial pupils,” she said.

Also present were North-
east district education office
deputy director Abdul Said Hus-
sain, the school’s board vice-
chairman Datuk Seri Dr Kelvin
Kiew, and the school’s Parent-
Teacher Association chairman
Lee Seow Ping.

One of the roads at Chai Leng Park in Prai is all I|t up to mark the Lunar New Year.

Don’t fall for provocation, says MP

EVERY Malaysian, irrespective

of race, religion and political
affiliation, should not fall for
any racial and religious issues
played up by certain parties.

Batu Kawan MP Kasthuri-
raani Patto said it was the re-
sponsibility of every person to
ensure racial and religious har-
mony in the nation.

“We should put aside our
differences and refrain from
any act of provocation and vio-
lence. Do not let them tear us
apart.

“Because if we fail to do
that, it might end in conflict
and chaos.

“We should remember that
to achieve peace and harmony,
tolerance and mutual respect
are the key. Only by that can we
succeed as a nation.

“After all, united we stand,
divided we fall,” Kasthuriraani
said in her speech before tak-
ing part in the launching of the
lanterns at Chai Leng Park in
Prai on Jan 23.

More than 800 tanglung

lights were put up around Chai
Leng Park in conjunction with
the Chinese New Year on Jan
25.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister Il Dr P. Rama-
samy and state Welfare, Caring
Society, and Environment Com-
mittee chairman Phee Boon
Poh.

During the programme, Ra-
masamy, who is also Prai as-
semblyman, conveyed his Chi-
nese New Year wishes to the
Prai community.



Board hopes

to help more
students

HE Penang Hindu Endow-
Tment Board (PHEB) is look-

ing into providing financial
aid to students who pursue
STEM  (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics)
courses, its chairman Prof Dr P.
Ramasamy said.

Ramasamy said the idea was
mooted to encourage more stu-
dents to take up STEM.

“We have distributed nearly
RM350,000 in financial assis-
tance to students in public insti-

tutions of higher learning (IPTA),
private institutions of higher
learning (IPTS) and some 30 stu-
dents who pursued vocational
studies in 2019.

“Next, we hope to assist stu-
dents who pursue STEM cours-
es,” he said during the state-
level Ponggal celebration at the
PHEB premises on Feb 2.

Ramasamy, who is also Dep-
uty Chief Minister I, also lauded
the Penang government for allo-
cating RM30,000 for the Ponggal
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These participants are all set to show their culinary skil

iy

celebration.

Various activities such as
the traditional Ponggal cooking
competition, Indian traditional
sports “kabbadi” and “uriyadi”
(an Indian traditional fun game)
were held at the event.

Ramasamy said a run was

o

Is in the Ponggal cooking com

special occasion.

“We might consider making
the run an annual event since
it garnered overwhelming re-
sponse,” he said.

He also hoped that the Hindu
Endowment Board could be set
up in every state in Peninsula
Malaysia.

also held on Feb 1 to mark the
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Pengkalan Kota constituents flooding the open house where

they were treated to a variety of local delights.

Govt pledges to bring
positive growth to Penang

THE Penang government is com-
mitted to bringing positive develop-
ment and changes to the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the government would ensure
that the development benefits the
people.

“My duty as the Chief Minister
is to ensure that each state con-
stituency receives equal allocation
that is needed to generate develop-
ment.

“The allocations which are dis-
bursed are for the benefit of the
people,” he said in his speech dur-
ing the Pengkalan Kota Chinese
New Year open house in SJK (C) Li
Tek in Macallum Street on Feb 4.

The open house was organised
by Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen.

The open house saw hundreds
of people thronging the event.

They were treated to local de-
lights and a sumptuous dinner.

Chow lauded Gooi's dedication
in his service.

“Gooi, a firstterm elected repre-
sentative, constantly submits a re-
port every three months on how his
constituency allocation was spent.

“| believe that he sets a great
example to others,” Chow said.

Earlier in his speech, Gooi said
the allocation was spent on infra-
structure development, religious
welfare programmes, upgrading
the Tan Jetty, upgrading a hall at
Chew Jetty, upgrading a market,
community programmes and re-
painting a flat in Noordin Street
Ghaut.




=Story by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Alissala Thian and Alvie
Cheng

TE Penang government is
committed to ensuring that
the welfare of its people is
protected.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the welfare of the Indian com-
munity in Penang has been seri-
ously looked into over the years.

“The state had increased the an-
nual allocation for Tamil vernacular
schools beginning last year, from
RM1.75 million to RM2 million.

“The allocation benefited 28
Tamil schools in the state.

“In addition to that, the allo-
cation for Tamil kindergartens
had also been increased from
RM100,000 to RM150,000
which was shared among 20
kindergartens.

“Meanwhile, the allocation
for the Tamil Education Special
Fund has been increased from
RM100,000 to RM150,000.

“We have also increased the
total allocation for three Punjabi
schools — from RM60,000 to
RM90,000.

“This is our commitment to as-
sist the Indian community in the
state,” Chow said in his speech
during the Thaipusam celebration
at the Waterfall Hilltop Temple in
George Town on Feb 8.

Also present were United
States Ambassador to Malaysia
Kamala Shirin Lakhdhir, Deputy
Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P. Rama-
samy, Ayer ltam assemblyman Jo-
seph Ng Soon Siang, Bagan Dalam

Devotees crowdir’ng

around the golden

Penang govt ca c
for the commu

assemblyman Satees Muniandy,
Kebun Bunga assemblyman Jason
Ong Khan Lee, Bukit Bendera MP
Wong Hon Wai and Waterfall Hilltop
Temple chairman Datuk R. Subra-
maniam.

Chow called for unity and mu-
tual respect in his speech.

He praised the Penang Hindu
Endowment Board (PHEB), under
the leadership of Ramasamy, for
its efforts in empowering the In-

P

Devotees smashmg

dian community in many aspects
such as education, health, religion,
and development.

Before ending his speech, he
announced a RM200,000 allo-
cation for the Waterfall Hilltop
Temple.

Chow and his entourage also
visited the Sri Meenakshi Hindu
Temple in Jalan Kebun Bunga

launched the
temple’s first mobile app.

", was designed to
manage the temple’'s op-
erations and online services

It was developed by Can-
ny Digjtal Solutions, a com-

ce

g}

pany from India, and
VeecoTech Web & E-Commerce
Sdn Bhd, a Malaysian company.
The app is aimed at increasing
awareness about the temple, up-

J dating visitors of the temple’s ac-

tivities, increasing the number of

visitors and more.

“Meenakshi Sundreswarar” can

| be downloaded using Google Play

or the App Store.
Over at the Nattukkottai Chet-

o
Ramasamy (front row,
fourth from left) and Kamala
(front row, third from left)

in a group photo with other
dignitaries.

tiar Temple, Chow handed out a
RM5,000 mock cheque each to
three Tamil schools and two wel-
fare associations.

The three schools were SJKT
Bayan Lepas, SJKT Jalan Sungai
and SJKT Azad; while the two
welfare associations were Shan
Children’s Home and Seri Cahaya
Welfare Home.

The allocations were from the
Nattukkottai Chettiar Temple.

Thousands of devotees

thronged the Waterfall Hilltop
a0 lemple, Sri Meenakshi Hin-
= du Temple and Nattukkottai
Chettiar Temple during the
Thaipusam celebration on
Feb 8.

Some of them were

spotted carrying the “paal
kudam” (milk pot) while

|ebrat|on some carried the “kavadi”

during the celebration.
Devotees were also heard
chanting “vel vel” most of
the time.

Thaipusam marks the
occasion when Goddess
Parvati gave Lord Muru-
gan a “vel” (spear), so
he could vanquish the
evil Soorapadman.

This year's
Thaipusam also saw
a new golden chariot ,

specially made in Tamil Nadu, In-
dia, make its debut in the proces-
sion.

Ramasamy was also seen pull-
ing the 6.71m tall chariot togeth-
er with other devotees.

A silver chariot also took part
in the procession.

Many devotees swarmed both
chariots to present offerings
while many others smashed coco-
nuts along their routes.



Allocations for ?

three Chinese §
schools

HREE Chinese primary
Tschools in the Tanjong Bun-

ga constituency received
good news when their assem-
blyman Zairil Khir Johari visited
them recently in conjunction with
the Chinese New Year celebra-
tions.

The Penang state executive
councillor said the state govern-
ment would contribute RM40,000
to SRJK (C) Hun Bin in Tanjong
Tokong, RM30,000 to SRIK (C)
Pai Chai in Batu Ferringhi and

RM20,000 to SRJK (C) Poay Wah
in Tanjong Bunga this year.

He said the monetary aid is
to help Hun Bin replace its old
drain, assist Pai Chai to upgrade
its safety fence and enable Poay
Wah to change its hall’s flooring.

Speaking in fairly fluent Man-
darin at the start of his speech at
Poay Wah, Zairil wished all pres-
ent a very happy Chinese New
Year.

“This is the Year of the Rat ac-
cording to the Lunar New Year.

Zairil (centre), together with Lian (on Zairil’s right) and Teh (on Zairil’s left) and other
school teachers and invited guests, posing for a group photograph at the SRJK (C) Poay Wah

Chinese New Year celebration.

Rat is the first of all the zodiac
animals, smart and can succeed
in challenges. So, we hope that
not only Penang but also Malay-
sia will be successful this year.

“I believe 2020 is a good year
for our country to forge ahead
through its Shared Prosperity Vi-
sion 2030 and for our state to
realise its Penang 2030 Vision.

Dressed mainly in Chinese New Year cdstumes, the Poay Wah pupils together with two

teachers, strike a pose.

2019 - 2022

“Our country’s aspiration is
to become a high-income nation
while the state’s vision is on a
family-focused, smart and green
state to inspire the nation.

“To reach that goal, we must
have a proper education system
for all. In Malaysia, we are unique
and we should view our diversity
as our strength,” Zairil said in his
speech on Jan 31.

Like in the past year, Zairil
handed out a mandarin orange
each to all the pupils, teachers
and other staff members of Poay
Wah.

The recipients had further rea-
son to smile when they also re-
ceived angpows from Poay Wah
Alumni president Leong Hong
Lin, Poay Wah Board member
Teh Lean Hee and the school’s
Parent-Teacher Association chair-
man Wee Chong Yue.

Wee said they were thankful to
be able to celebrate Chinese New
Year every year.

“This has to do with all the
hard work put in by the school
headmistress, teachers and pu-
pils,” Wee said in his speech.

School headmistress Lian Poh
Lai said the pupils’ parents were
very supportive in not only cel-
ebrating Chinese New Year but al-
so other festivities like Deepavali
and Hari Raya Aidilfitri.

“Although we celebrate Chi-
nese New Year on a bigger scale,
we also hold celebrations for
Deepavali and Hari Raya Aidilfitri.

“We are multi-racial and we
want our pupils to know the tra-
ditions and cultures of other rac-
es,” Lian said.

Lian said the school has plans
for expansion as enrolment has
increased from 121 in 2017 to
164 in 2020.

A lion’s troupe set the tone for
the day with a lively performance
as they greeted Zairil upon his ar-
rival at Poay Wah.

Most conspicuous was that
the majority of the pupils, in-
cluding the non-Chinese, came
dressed in Chinese New Year cos-
tume while the teachers donned
Han Dynasty costume and Lian
herself wore a traditional Ming
Dynasty dress.

Later, while Zairil and other
VIPs, including Poay Wah Board
chairman Datuk Khor Gark Kim,
were taking part in a ‘lou sang’
on the stage, the pupils together
with the schoolteachers were
seen simultaneously tossing the
colourful dish at different tables
in the hall. The act symbolises
abundance and prosperity.

The pupils capped an enjoy-
able day when they took part in
a line dance.

The Poay Wah pupils happlly taking part in the ‘lou sang’.
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uStory by Tanushalini Moroter

HE next time you are stuck
Tin ajam help may be on the

way following the appoint-
ment of 70 Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) traffic wardens.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the appointment of the traf-
fic wardens was to ensure the
traffic situation is kept under con-
trol while being of great help for
the police force.

“The state government gives
full support to the council (MB-
PP) which has taken appropriate
measures pertaining to traffic
woes and ways to overcome it.

“With development and infra-
structure progress, there is an in-
crease in the number of vehicles.
This has led us to look into more
detailed planning.

“It is clear that enforcement
is something which is timely and
relevant to keep the traffic flow in
control,” Chow said during the in-
stallation ceremony recently.

He said the state government
is also committed to providing
long-term solutions with regard to
traffic woes.

Also present were MBPP may-
or Datuk Yew Tung Seang, MBPP
councillors, Penang deputy police
chief Datuk Roslee Chik and rep-
resentatives from the Fire and
Rescue Department.

The appointment of MBPP traf-
fic wardens was made according
to Section 3 (4B) of the Road
Transport Act (Act 333).

Chow also advised the traffic
wardens to carry out their duties
with integrity, professionalism
and with perfection.

ARA FEBRUARY 16— 29, 2020

MBPP appoints
traffic wardens—
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“The security aspect must be
given priority so that the enforce-
ment taken can meet the expec-
tations of the people.

“There will be times where
you will encounter criticisms,
just continue in executing your
responsibilities by following the
regulations and SOPs (standard
operating procedures) based
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on Efficiency, Accountability and
Transparency (CAT) principles.

“We (state government) are
aware that law enforcement is
not an easy task,” added Chow
who is also the state Land Mat-
ters and Land Development,
Information and Transportation
Committee chairman.

Meanwhile, MBPP Enforce-
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a group photo with
the newly.appointed - .

L traffic wardens.

ment Department director Mohd.
Azizan Md. Desa said there are
44 offences that could be com-
pounded by the traffic wardens.

“For example, parking in the
yellow box, making illegal U-
turns, failing to produce a driver’s
licence, and not following traffic
signals and signage,” Azizan
said.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.33 AIR ITAM N.01 PENAGA
%fgﬁg@'égn'(%éw T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang (T) 04 - 829 9143 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T
howkonyeow@penang.gov.m H 04 - 226 0218 giritam@dappg.org
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul ET% 04 - 575 6526 YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam [T% 04 - 668 1062 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rahman F) 04 - 575 6526 kumar.harapan35@gmail.com F) 04 - 668 1062 YB Nor Hafizah Othman M
N.16 PERAI N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK ) )
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy {T% 04 -383 9131 YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail m N.05 SUNGAI DUA
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 -383 9131 YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor M
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04-262 0860 YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz . T) 04 - 649 3976
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my: 012 - 480 5495 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com [Fg 04 - 649 3976
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745
N.39 PULAU BETONG
%lgf%%l}%ﬁgréﬁYA R VIS e Vel T sl (T) 04 - 866 0214 PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks
H 04-3905109 {“,\'8' fﬁgfs%ﬂeh (T) 012 - 598 4881
N.15 PADANG LALANG N.40 TELUK BAHANG novafasté3@gmail.com
YB Chong Eng {T‘ 04 - 530 3028 YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m
hong.en nan: v.m F) 04 - 530 3028 2-204,|;)E.RAA'I°‘TANG BERANGAN 1017 - 585 5457
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT mi bin Alang -
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo ET{ 04 - 226 2464 QDQAQP QPQEN@AS#QGQ;QM com T) 04 - 228 8482 annzaleyl5@gmail.com 019 - 444 6600
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464 [F{ 04-2288514
N.37 BATU MAUNG N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Sonadinmaieeen | (1844143 " Stk cor
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04-331 0163
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA (1)
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04 - 890 3866
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam
YB Yeoh Soon Hin m 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868 POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
Y Teh Lo Hor T) 04 - 227 7068 b RER IO T e 04-398 8807
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Teen making

waves in STEM

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis

TE state government has always been
advocating youngsters to take up STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) subjects so that Malaysia is
not left behind in development.

In this respect, Penang’s very own young
mind, Ong Paul Sherng, is following his pas-
sion in the field of science with sheer deter-
mination and is faring extremely well in it.

The Buletin Mutiara team recently got
an opportunity to talk to Ong who is a stu-
dent from Chung Ling Private High School
regarding his achievements and interest in
science.

Ong, 16, shared about his invention called
optical spectroscopy which can be used to
detect cancerous cells during a surgery.

“I invented this device by applying the
spectrometric theory, whereby the cancer-
ous cell will be detected by comparing the
acidity of the affected cells with the normal
one.

“Currently, we are testing using cervical
cancerous cells and we compare it with a
tissue layer taken from a mouse.

“During a surgery, the doctors can collect
the cells and put them into the system which
contains medium. With the changes of acid-
ity, the medium will change its colour and the
spectrometer will detect the refractive index
in the cells,” Ong said.

“The device is capable of detecting can-
cerous cells during a cancerous removal
surgery, this would ensure that all the can-
cerous cells are fully removed,” he added.

Besides that, Ong has also invented “A
New Economical Remote Sensing Humanoid
Robot for Firefighting” which can perform
firefighting functions without any human in-
tervention.

He was also thoughtful of Parkinson pa-
tients where he has invented a mobility aid
for them.

“It conducts realtime monitoring for the
patients by sensing the location through the
help of GPS module.

“A notification will be sent to the desig-

e 4

Ong posing with his
inventions and awards

that he received.

V.- .

nated Android app in the event the patient
encounters a fall. It will immediately contact
the person listed in the emergency contact,”
Ong said.

Hope

The talented young boy started his jour-
ney in the field of STEM when he was nine
and got himself involved with robotics and
innovation.

As a young kid, he participated in the First
Lego League Robotic Competition in which
his team won second prize.

Since then, his passion and zest in the
field of STEM have become bigger where he
bagged many awards and attained recogni-
tion locally and internationally.

Now, upon completing secondary school
he wants to pursue his studies in the field of
medical engineering and hopes to enter Pur-
due University or Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) which are his dream uni-
versities.

Accolades (some of his achievements)
sSilver Asia-Pacific Conference of Young Sci-
entists, Thailand (Dec 1, 2018)

uFirst Prize (Gold) Penang International Sci-
ence Fair (Nov 1, 2018)

= Best of The Best & Gold award 4th Interna-
tional Invention, Innovation and Articulation
(April 2018)

=Gold Medal International Invention Innova-
tion Competition (ICAN) - August 2017
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Penang seeks eco gra

uStory by Danny Ooi
=Pix by Alissala Thian

LLOWING the success of

Feorge Town winning the Cli-

mathon Global Award, Penang

is hoping to be given a grant by

the World Bank’s Adaptation Fund
(WBAF) for more work to be done.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said a concept paper
was submitted to WBAF to re-
quest for US$10m (RM41.1m)
last month, with a full application
expected to be in June.

George Town was announced
as the winner of the Climathon
Global Awards under Cities cat-
egory at the ChangeNOW summit
in Paris on Jan 31.

Jagdeep said a total of 10 citi-
zens and five city finalists out of
more than 100 applications took
part in the inaugural Climathon
Global Awards which recognise
creativity and solutions-thinking
in response to local climate chal-
lenges.

The award was given by EIT
tion community established and
funded by the European Institute
of Innovation and Technology (EIT)
in 2010. It was supported by
Crowther Lab, ETH Zurich, a lead-
ing think tank on natural climate

solutions.

The other four city finalists were
Khartoum (Sudan), Salvador (Bra-
zil), Dublin (Ireland) and Miami
(United States).

“The winning climate adapta-
tion programme is a nature-based
solution developed jointly by the
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
and Think City,” Jagdeep told re-
porters on Feb 3.

“The goals are to reduce tem-
peratures, eliminate flooding
events, strengthen social resil-
ience and reinforce institutions
with knowledge bank and capacity.

“By addressing challenges in
the island-like extreme weather,
including flooding, heat stroke and
heat stress, the approach devel-
oped can make a real difference
in the lives of Penangites.”

Jagdeep said with the award,
Penang would receive a cash prize
of 60,000 (RM273,000) to invest
in its project.

Also present were MBPP mayor
Datuk Yew Tung Seang, MBPP sec-
retary Datuk Addnan Mohd Razali
and Think City Penang programme
director Matt Benson.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said he was aware of the initia-
tive taken by MBPP and Think City
when approached by reporters at
the Penang Development Corpora-
tion Chinese New Year celebration

(From left) Jagdeep, Yew, Addnan and Benson in high spirits after George Town clinched the

Climathon Global Award.

at Bangunan Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu
(formerly known as Penang Devel-
opment Corporation) today.

“After winning the award, we
are hoping they will give us a
grant. If it is made available, it can
be used to carry out some of the
projects that they have applied for
like planting more trees, flood miti-
gation and so forth,” Chow said.

On the Penang South Islands
reclamation project, Chow said
they have to take note of the rising
seawater and make it above the
highest water level possible.

He added that the islands would
have 10km to 15km of waterfront
with bicycle lanes and parks; incor-
porating all the good practices for
a smart city.

Abdul Halim (fourth from right) and Wong (third from right) together with other VIPs and
participants in a group photo during the event.

Be brave to embrace IR4.0, local manufacturers urged

LOCAL manufacturers, especially
the small and medium enterpris-
es, have been told to be brave to
adopt the Industrial Revolution 4.0
(IR4.0).

State Domestic and Internation-
al Trade Committee chairman Da-
tuk Abdul Halim Hussain said the
potential growth of the IR4.0 was
limitless.

“The IR4.0 could be the solu-
tion to so many issues concerning

the manufacturing industry; issues
such as the environment, health,
reduction of waste, supply chain
management, safety and many
more.

“The manufacturing industry is
shaping its own future. Conven-
tional models are making way for
greater technology.

“We have no choice but to be ag-
gressive in adopting IR4.0,” he said
in his speech before opening the In-

dustry 4.0 Reskilling Programme in
Bukit Mertajam on Feb 3.

Also present was Seberang Prai
SME Association chairman Francis
Wong.

The three-day workshop, organ-
ised by the Seberang Prai SME As-
sociation, attracted more than 100
participants.

It served as a platform to equip
local manufacturers with the essen-
tial knowledge to face the IR4.0.

Some of the school children present during the Chinese New
Year celebration at Tech Dome.

Tech Dome moving with the times

TECH Dome Penang will be cel-
ebrating its fourth anniversary
in July and is living up to its mis-
sion statement, “Inspiring the
Future”.

It threw a buffet lunch for
some 400 students from five
schools at its annual Chinese
New Year celebration at its
premises in Komtar on Feb 4.

They were also treated to a
performance by a band from
SJK (C) Perempuan Cina.

Among those invited for the
event were Komtar assembly-
man Teh Lai Heng, Bagan Dalam
assemblyman M. Satees and
Pulau Tikus assemblyman Chris
Lee.

Also present were Tech Dome
Penang chief executive officer
Dr Khong Yoon Loong, its board
member Datuk Lim Kok Khong
and Inari Technology Sdn Bhd
human resource and training
manager E.C. Khor.

Satees said it was hard to be-
lieve that Tech Dome would be
turning four in July.

“It's good to see that Tech
Dome has continued to grow
from strength to strength each
year with the number of inter-

active exhibits now exceed-
ing 150,” Satees said in his
speech.

“The year 2020 is an impor-
tant milestone for us Malay-
sians as we enter an important
chapter in our history.

“Malaysia has a lot of talents.
So, it is even more vital now to
prepare the students of today
for the challenges of tomorrow.

“And we are extremely happy
that platforms like Tech Dome
Penang is here to bridge the gap
between traditional scholastic
needs and the working world.”

Satees added that as Ma-
laysia embraces the Fourth In-
dustrial Revolution (IR4.0), the
need for qualified manpower is
more important than ever.

He stressed that educating
the future leaders of Malaysia
in all matters concerning STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics) would
only serve to benefit Malaysia
as a whole.

He said the IR4.0 era would
see the rise of cyber-physical
systems, internet of things,
cloud computing and cognitive
computing or Al.
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ENANG is set to continue in lead-

ing the nation towards achieving

gender equality in the state as
we stepped into a new decade.

To that end, the state has introduced
the Gender Inclusiveness Policy and
the Women and Family Development
Committee (Jawatankuasa Pemban-
gunan Wanita dan Keluarga), both of
which are unprecedented in Malaysia.
Furthermore, state campaigns such as
the International Women’s Day (IWD)
commemoration is organized on a
yearly basis to complement the effort
of closing the gender gaps in Penang.

International Women’s Day (IWD)

International Women's Day (IWD)
is a global annual event on the 8th of
March to celebrate women’s achieve-
ment. Realizing the value of the cel-
ebration, Penang has held a series of
IWD events to advance acknowledge-
ment and appreciation of women in
the state. Since its debut in 2013,
the yearly state campaign has steadily
gained public attention. In 2019, the
campaign counted a total of 56 events
and engaged 9,000 participants in the
state.

ﬂomen $Day -
Campaign
2019
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An overview of the IWD2019

In 2020, Penang Women’s Devel-
opment Corporation (PWDC) is once
again entrusted to drive the IWD cam-
paign and put long overdue limelight
on women’s achievements which are
often underappreciated.

Acknowledging and Breaking the
Glass Ceiling

Despite the fact that more women
are enrolled in universities, Malaysian
women still earn 5.16% lesser than

men on median salary. The situation
is worsened as employees climb up
the career ladder, with male managers
earning as much as 20.3% higher than
female managers (Salaries & Wages
Survey Report Malaysia 2018 by De-
partment of Statistics).

A similar phenomenon can be ob-
served across many fields. To name
just a few, the same pattern persists
in the athletic world (only 3 women
take the spot in ESPN’s 2019 World
Fame 100 List), the political participa-
tion (only 24.3 percent of all national
parliamentarians were women as of
February 2019, according to UN Wom-
en), and business and entrepreneur-
ship (women founders got only 2 per-
cent of venture capital dollars in 2017,
according to Fortune).

Given the tremendous tasks to
break the glass ceiling, each and ev-
ery individual must engage in a col-
lective effort to achieve a meaningful
paradigm shift in gender inclusiveness
across the very fabric of the society.

Each for Equal

The IWD2020 theme is “Each for
Equal”, which stresses that “individu-
ally, we're all responsible for our own
thoughts and actions... Collectively,
each one of us can help create a gen-
der-equal world,” as stated on the of-
ficial website of IWD.

The IWD2020 carries the theme
“Each for Equal”

In Penang, the IWD2020 campaign
is set for official commemoration on 5th
March, 2020 at Dewan Sri Pinang, fol-
lowed by a series of events under one
“IWD2020 Calendar”.

The commemoration will be held in
Dewan Sri Pinang on March 5th, 2020,
with the presence of Toh Puan Dato’ Seri
Utama Hajah Majimor, YAB Chow Kon Ye-
ow and YB Chong Eng. The event is joint-
ly organized by Penang Women’s Devel-
opment Corporation (PWDC) and Jabatan
Pembangunan Wanita (JPW) to recognize
and promote the achievements of wom-
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en at the state and national levels. In-
vited participants included government
officials, and representatives from the
educational institutions, Non-Govern-
mental Organizations (NGOs) and Gov-
ernment-Linked Companies (GLCs).

Furthermore, the Women and Family
Development Committee (Jawatankuasa
Pembangunan Wanita dan Keluarga) in
all of the 40 Penang constituencies will
organize respective IWD2020 events on
the ground. The nature of the activities
may vary from community to community
but the alllwomen committee will have
an opportunity to engage the public
on the ground in celebrating women’s
achievements.

There are more IWD2020 events to
be held by numerous organizations in
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March, which will be updated constantly
in the IWD2020 Calendar. It will be an-
nounced in a press conference chaired
by the Penang Chief Minister YAB Chow
Kon Yeow on February 21st, 2020. The
public will have access to it on the inter-
net through a link and QR code from the
announcement.

So, what can you do to support
IWD2020 and celebrate women’s
achievements? Start by decorating your
living or working quarter with purple.
Next, express your gratitude to the wom-
en in your life, be it your mother, sis-
ter, or even female colleagues. Finally,
attend any IWD2020 events in Penang
by referring to the calendar upon an-
nouncement.

Happy IWD!
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digital

innovation
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TE Communications and Mul-
timedia Ministry is hoping to
see more Digital Maker Hubs
(DMHSs) being set up to benefit the
community of all ages.

Its minister, Gobind Singh Deo,
said the DMH is a physical space
where the community and industry
experts are encouraged to take
part in digital making activities to-
gether.

“DMHs are owned or initiated

by a variety of like-minded organ-
isations, including universities,
non-governmental organisations,
schools, educational tech compa-
nies or even state governments.

“| see this as something that
can be expanded beyond students.

“l wish to see more DMH such
as this in the future,” he said af-
ter visiting the MBPP MakerSpace
Balik Pulau at the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) hall in Balik
Pulau on Jan 30.

The MBPP MakerSpace Balik
Pulau is the eighth DMH in Penang.

Gobind said it was crucial for

State to appoint Gurney Wharf
project consultant this month

THE consultant for the Gurney
Wharf project will be appointed
within this month, says Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow.

“We will be able to sign the
agreement to appoint the consul-
tant at some point in February.

“And after that, there will be a
contract, a tender to be called to
appoint a contractor to start the
project and thus ensuring that the
waterfront project is completed in
the next 18 months.

“We hope that by 2021 not only
the residents from Pulau Tikus but
all the people in Penang will be
able to enjoy a new waterfront in
Gurney Wharf.

“This is in line with the state’s
Penang2030 vision of becoming a
green and smart state that can in-
spire the nation,” Chow said in his
speech at the Pulau Tikus constitu-
ency’'s Chinese New Year open
house on Feb 2.

Also present were Pulau Tikus
assemblyman Chris Lee Chun
Kit, Bukit Bendera MP Wong Hon
Wai and state Works, Utilities and
Flood Mitigation Committee chair-
man Zairil Khir Johari.

The Gurney Wharf project is a
state government initiative and

intended as the state’s first re-
claimed waterfront.

Among the components in the
project are a promenade, a park,
a skating rink, a children’s play-
ground and a man-made beach.

On a separate note, Chow also
urged the public to be careful and
cautious of fake news regarding
the state and federal governments.

“I would like to remind the pub-
lic to always get the right informa-
tion regarding the state and federal
government policies and initiatives
from verified sources only, such as
through the government agencies
and trusted mainstream media.

“This is to prevent misunder-
standing among the people to-
wards the state and federal gov-
ernments.

“At the same time, | hope the
people in Penang will continue to
support the state government be-
cause through your support only
will we become more motivated
to deliver our best for the people,”
Chow added.

During the open house, the
guests were served with a variety
of food while being entertained by
some energetic and captivating
Chinese orchestra performances.

t\

The pupils explaining their project to Gobind (centre), Zairil (standing, right), Mohd Tuah (in
grey batik) and Yew (standing, second from right).

the government to recognise the
challenges and prepare society to
face the digital era.

“Besides focussing on the
young, we should also include the
community from other ages.

“This is because technology af-
fects everyone,” he said.

Malaysia Digital Economy Cor-
poration (MDEC) vice-president Dr
Sumitra Nair said MDEC would be
sharing resources and expertise
with the 79 DMHs in the country.

Penang Island City Council (MB-
PP) mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang
said the council transformed the
existing space into the MBPP Mak-
erSpace Balik Pulau.

“The MBPP MakerSpace Balik
Pulau is a collaboration between
the public and the private sector.

“We work with Penang Science
Cluster, Intel, Education Depart-
ment, Politeknik Balik Pulau, train-
ers from factories and others to
provide STEAM (Science, Technol-

ogy, Engineering, Arts and Math-
ematics) education to students.

“The centre has attracted some
2,000 students from 31 schools in
the Southwest district since it was
launched on March 7 last year. We
have 52 schools in the Southwest
district,” he said.

Also present were state Works,
Utilities and Flood Mitigation Com-
mittee chairman Zairil Khir Johari
and Pulau Betong assemblyman
Mohd Tuah Ismail.

(From left) Ee, Sim, Abdul Halim and other guests at the opening of Frank Laurent Coffee
Roasters at South Bay Plaza.

Enjoy a cuppa during break time

VISITORS to the Penang Digital
Library @ Batu Maung (PDL@Batu
Maung) and the STEAM Centre at
the Southbay Plaza in Batu Maung
who need a break can have their
refreshments at the newly-opened
Frank Laurent Coffee Roasters.
Batu Maung assemblyman Da-
tuk Abdul Halim Hussain said it
was a bonus for the visitors to the
two centres with the opening of

the outlet.

Abdul Halim said this when he
officiated the opening of the outlet
on Feb 1.

Also present were Deputy Min-
ister of Agriculture and Agro-based
Industry Sim Tze Tzin, who is also
the Bayan Baru MP, and Frank Lau-
rent Trading founder Frank Ee.

Meanwhile, Sim said providing
education is the greatest gift par-

ents can offer to their children

“I fully encourage parents in the
nearby community to bring their
children to the Batu Maung digital
library to generate their interest in
reading.

“The habit of reading will be
very useful in developing the chil-
dren’s knowledge and moulding
them to be useful citizens in fu-
ture,” he added.
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OME schools in Penang
Smay have low enrolment

but they are not neglected
by the state government.

SJK (C) Yeok Hua headmaster
Teo Keng Lee said the school was
very grateful to the state govern-
ment for not neglecting it despite
it being classified as a low enrol-
ment school or better known as
SKM (Sekolah Kurang Murid).

“We have 51 pupils and 12
teachers. We have never been
left out by the state government
for the past 12 years. We are very
thankful for the support given to
us.
“I believe that the state would
continue to support all the
schools in Penang,” Teo said in

Educationa i
state prionty

his speech before the opening
ceremony of the school hall and
resource centre at the school in
Jalan Kuala Jalan Baru in Balik
Pulau on Jan 29.

Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang said the state was very
concerned about the wellbeing
and development of Balik Pulau.

“We launched the pilot Mak-
erSpace in Balik Pulau in March
last year, hoping to transform the
town into an education hub,” he
said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the state had allocated
RM423,000 for SJK (C) Yeok Hua
over the past 12 years.

“In the past, before the change
of federal government, the Pen-
ang government allocated RM12
million annually for the benefit of

S
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The lion dancers presenting wishes on scrolls during a group photo in the school hall.

the schools in the state.

“After the change of federal
government, we decided to in-
crease the allocation to RM17
million annually.

“I believe that regardless of
whether the allocations are from
the state or federal, education is
something that we must not ne-

¥

Rozali (centre) explaining how to apply hand sanitiser correctly to an MBSP staff.

MBSP committed to combating COVID-19 outbreak

THE Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) has installed 114 hand
sanitisers at several government
buildings and council premises
to minimise the risk of the 2019
novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) out-
break.

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali Mo-
hamud said the hand sanitisers
were placed in toilets, meeting
rooms, payment counters and can-
teens.

“These places are mostly public
focal points; hence, it is very im-
portant for us to take the proper
precautions,” he told a press con-
ference after chairing the MBSP
first full council meeting this year
at the MBSP building in Bandar
Perda, Bukit Mertajam on Jan 29.

Rozali said the council was also
providing free face masks to its
staff.

“We hope to reduce the risk

of the COVID-19 infection through
these efforts,” he said.

He said the council had put up
posters on preventive measures
for the COVID-19 infection at sev-
eral strategic locations.

“I would like to remind the pub-
lic to only get information with
regard to the COVID-19 from veri-
fied sources such as the Health
Ministry and trusted mainstream
media,” he added.

glect,” Chow said.

Chow also announced a
RM20,000 allocation for SJK (C)
Yeok Hua to install a smart board
for the Year Six pupils.

He thanked the pupils for their
welcoming song in the Hakka dia-
lect.

“We rarely hear people com-
municate in the Hakka dialect.
Most Chinese would communi-
cate in Mandarin or Hokkien in
Penang.

The pupils singing a song in Hakka dialect.

“The song in the Hakka dialect
is very pleasing to the ear,” he
added.

Also present were Pulau Be-
tong assemblyman Mohd Tuah
Ismail, Teluk Bahang assembly-
man Zolkifly Md Lazim, Pengka-
lan Kota assemblyman Daniel
Gooi, Southwest district educa-
tion office deputy officer Taufik
Muhamad and SJK (C) Yeok Hua
board of management chairman
Edward Tan.

Boost for Penang orchestra

PENANG Philharmonic Orches-
tra (PPO) on Jan 30 received a
boost after obtaining the green
light for additional funding.

This came after Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow agreed to provide
an additional RM150,000 from
his own allocation on top of the
yearly RM250,000 aid for PPO.

He shared the good news with
the PPO team during their 30-min-
ute courtesy call on him at his of-
fice in Komtar.

“The state is committed to
boosting the musical industry

here in Penang.

“Therefore, the state will also
assist PPO by engaging a potential
sponsor to do its part if any oppor-
tunity arises.

“We will do our best to promote
the orchestra here in Penang,” he
said.

PPO chairman Datin Seri Irene
Yeap was delighted with Chow’s
kind gesture.

She said the contribution
meant a lot to them as it would
be used for the purchase of equip-
ment.
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HE |atest container art instal-
Tlation of the inaugural Penang

International Container Art
Festival (PICAF) 2020 has been
unveiled at Prangin Mall to cele-
brate Penang’s vibrant arts scene
till the end of May.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said the container art installation
at Prangin Mall is the only one at
the Unesco World Heritage Site
out of the five locations for PICAF
2020.

“The container art here high-
lights ‘The Trishaw Rider’ mural
with the living heritage elements
found in George Town heritage
site,” Yeoh said at the launch of
the container art installation on
Jan 22.

“It was drawn by Ukrainian art-
ist Sasha Korban. It depicts a local
trishaw rider who makes a living by
ferrying tourists around the heri-

tage city, offering them a memo-
rable touring experience within the
heritage site on a vintage trans-
port.

“This same site also features
another mural, titled ‘Tribute to the
late Chuah Thean Teng'.

“In the mural, Penang-based
artist Bibichun pays tribute to
Chuah — The Father of Batik Art.
The mural depicts a Malay lady
dressed in a traditional kebaya top
and batik sarong, inking a batik of
her self-portrait.”

Also present at the launch were
assemblymen Teh Lai Heng (Kom-
tar), Daniel Gooi (Pengkalan Kota)
and Ong Ah Teong (Batu Lancang),
Prangin  Mall centre manager
Steve Lim, Penang Global Tourism
chief executive officer Ooi Chok
Yan, CAN CAN Public Art chief ex-
ecutive officer Tan Chor Whye and
TLM Event Sdn Bhd managing di-
rector Jack Wong.

The first PICAF installation was
launched at Kampung Terang in
Balik Pulau, in the middle of a vast
padi field.

FEBRUARY 16 — 29, 2020

PICAF 2020 continues

(From|sixthifromleft) Teh, Yeoh
and other guests at the launch
of the container art installation.

Starlux Airlines’ maiden
flight to Penang launched

STARLUX Airlines, a boutique air-
liner, flew into Penang on Jan 23 to
a very warm welcome on its maid-
en flight from Taipei.

Its chief executive officer (CEO)
Glenn Chai described it as a re-
markable achievement for the air-
liner.

The Airbus A321neo aircraft,
which has a capacity of 188, with
eight in business class and 180 in
economy class, landed at the Pen-
ang International Airport (PIA) at
about 2.40pm.

It received a water salute to
mark the beginning of its Taipei-
Penang connection.

“As a brand-new carrier, we will
fulfil our responsibility by providing
safe and high-quality service.

“We will make every effort to
make the airline industry in Taiwan
better.

“We are also looking forward to
more flights from Taipei to Penang
and vice-versa in future,” he told
a press conference at the PIA VIP
lounge.

Starlux is operating one flight
per day between Taipei and Penang
with the Airbus A321neo.

The flight time is about four and

a half hours, with the plane depart-
ing Taipei at 9.20am daily and de-
parting Penang at 3pm every day
(except on Saturdays at 3.10pm).

Besides Penang, the airline,
which was established in May
2018, also launched maiden flights
to Macau and Da Nang simultane-
ously.

Passengers sitting in economy
class can stretch out a generous
31 inches of leg room with a per-
sonal entertainment system.

WiFi service is provided in both
classes as well.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin, who
was present, lauded the historic
flight.

He said the airline was the lat-
est international flight to operate at
the airport this year.

“My office is working very close-
ly with the airline’s company for to-
day’s maiden flight,” he said, add-
ing that it would boost the state’s
tourism.

Also present was Malaysia Air-
port Holdings Berhad (MAHB) Air-
line Marketing general manager
Mohd Sallauddin Mat Sah.

Yeoh said it was indeed a sight
to behold against a backdrop of
the open field and sky, unhindered
by high-rise buildings.

“Visitors to this site can now
feed their Instagram with larger-
thandife murals by Marat Danily-
an, Leonard Siaw and Jagung.

“What’s more, they can also
head out on a bicycle tour and
visit fruit orchards, animal farms,
fishing villages, local belacan and
nutmeg factories.

“The rural heartland of Balik

Pulau is best viewed on two
wheels,” Yeoh added. I'?— ﬂ”‘

the first festival in Asia to feature
urban art on container installa-
tions.

Each installation depicts Pen-
ang’s identities and characteris-
tics to create a sense of belonging
amongst the communities as well
as visitors.

They are set against five dis-
tinct backdrops which are the heri-
tage city of George Town, the Jelu-
tong waterfront, the
rural heartland of
Balik Pulau, the

history-rich But-
terworth  and
the modern
commercial

The container art Ad :
installations are be- |
ing spread across L / A hub of Batu
five locations on the T Kawan.
island and mainland.

The  much-buzzed-about }
festival showcases five pop- |
up container art installations | “
with murals by 12 interna- 1‘

tional and local artists.
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HOUSANDS of residents in
Tthe Pasir Gudang area in Jo-
hor were affected and 111
schools in the area were tempo-
rarily closed last year due to the
toxic pollution in Sungai Kim Kim.
Environment, Science, Technol-
ogy and Climate Change Minister
Yeo Bee Yin was quoted as saying
that the cost of cleaning up pol-
lutants from the 1.5km stretch of
Sungai Kim Kim was approximate-
ly RM6.4 million.

The Sungai Kim Kim incident
triggered a team of students from
Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman
(UTAR) to develop a river pollution
monitoring system to detect early
signs of river pollution before it
WOrsens.

Under the guidance of their lec-
turer-cum-project adviser Danny
Ng, team members Lim Wen Qing,
Yap Sheng Yao, Tan Kai Siang, Au
Jin Cheng, 22, and Khor Jun Bin
strived to turn their ideas into a

product.

The team did not only develop
a prototype; they even took part
in the Keysight loT Innovation
Challenge international competi-
tion and emerged champion in
the category they competed in!

Some 300 teams, comprising
PhD students and undergradu-
ates from around the world, par-
ticipated in the competition.

Among those who took part
were from Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology, Stanford Uni-
versity and Massey University.

The competition had two tracks
— the Smart Land challenge and
the Smart Water challenge.

The team from UTAR contested
in the Smart Water challenge.

Their project for the competi-
tion was called “loT Detachable
Waterway Monitoring Device with
LoRa and Self-Sustainability”.

Ng said the sensor of the pro-
totype could detect several key
parameters such as the pH read-
ing, conductivity and total dis-
solved solid of the liquid.

“These parameters and sev-

(forefront from Ieft) Yap, L|m Khor and Au taking a photo W|th Chow and the VIPs after the
sharing session at the Penang Digital Library Phase Two.

eral others can be indicators of
pollution,” he told Buletin Muti-
ara after a sharing session at the
Penang Digital Library Phase Two
on Jan 23.

Lim said their device was de-
signed to monitor water quality on
a large scale.

“Theoretically, it does not have
a limit. The data collected from
the device will be sent to the
cloud to be analysed.

“Alarm will be raised should
there be any abnormalities in the
data. The relevant authorities will
be alerted for immediate action.

“Prompt action can prevent
any water pollution from spread-
ing and help save cost,” he said.

Lim said the prototype, mea-
suring 85cm by 89cm by 70cm,
floats on water and has a sensor
which is submerged in water.

Khor said the team was sur-
prised to be one of the six in the

Penang earns praise for good quality of Ilfe

THE good quality of life in Penang
has earned praise from Bank of
China (Penang branch) manager
Hu Zhe.

Hu gave the thumbs-up and
showered Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow with praises during a
courtesy visit in Komtar on Jan
24.

“The quality of life in Penang is
so good. | have only stayed here
for a year and | have fallen in love
with the state.

“| feel very much at home
here. | will celebrate the Chinese
New Year in Penang and experi-
ence the festive atmosphere dur-
ing this period,” he said.

Hu’s hometown is in Beijing.

He stayed in Kuala Lumpur for
six years before moving to Pen-
ang last year.

Chow thanked Hu for the com-
pliment.

“Penang has a lot to offer both
locals and tourists. During the

Chow with Hu Zhe (left) and Lee after the courtesy caII

festive seasons, there would be
a number of open houses,” Chow
said.

Chow and Hu also exchanged
views on the economies of China
and Malaysia.

They took the opportunity to
wish each other a prosperous
start to the Year of the Rat.

Also present was Bank of
China senior banking services
executive Grace Lee Hooi Li.

final when the results were an-
nounced in June last year.

“The finalists were supposed
to develop a prototype of the de-
vice they proposed in the qualify-
ing round,” he said.

Lim said the team was given
about three months to develop
the prototype and conduct a pilot
trial.

“It was challenging for us dur-
ing that period because we had to
attend classes, sit for exams and
work on the prototype,” he added.

The team from UTAR bagged
first prize in the Smart Water
challenge and garnered a prize
of US$25,000 (RM101,737) and
US$25,000 of select Keysight
Technologies test equipment.

Meanwhile, the team from
Massey University, New Zealand
won first place in the Smart Land
challenge.

The grand prize winner was the

team from Stanford University,
United States, that took part in
the Smart Water category.

The winners were awarded in
New York last Sept 21.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who visited the Penang Digital Li-
brary Phase Two, congratulated
the students on their success.

He also had a meeting with
Keysight Technologies chairman,
president and chief executive of-
ficer Ron Nersesian, chief tech-
nology officer Jay Alexander, Key-
sight’s Electronic Industrial Solu-
tions Group president Datuk Gooi
Soon Chai and other personnel of
Keysight.

Later, Chow joined Chief Min-
ister Incorporated deputy gener-
al manager S. Bharathi and her
team in a cake-cutting ceremony
to mark the Penang Digital Li-
brary Phase Two first year anni-
versary.

Five-star toilet in Lengkok Tenggiri opens

A FIVE-star public toilet at the mar-
ket and hawker food complex in
Lengkok Tenggiri, Seberang Jaya,
was officially opened on Jan 28.

Seberang Jaya assemblyman
Dr Afif Bahardin said the upgrading
project started on July 16 last year
and was fully completed on Dec 21.

“The project was undertaken by
Seberang Perai City Council (MBSP)
at a total cost of RM161,750.

“The new public toilet is equipped
with a durable and high-quality stain-
less steel door, a motion sensor
light, a watersaving toilet flush, a
‘photocell’ system that uses the
surrounding light and an OKU toilet
for the disabled.

“And one of the best parts is that
the public does not have to pay to
use it,” Afif said in his speech be-
fore taking part in the opening cer-
emony.

Also present were state Local
Government, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh Deo, MBSP
mayor Datuk Rozali Mohamud and

MBSP secretary Rosnani Mahmod.

Afif, who is also state Agriculture,
Agrobased Industries, Rural De-
velopment and Health Committee
chairman, also announced the up-
grading work of the Lengkok Tenggiri
food court.

“The open tender process will
start as early as February involving
44 units of food stalls.

“Thus, | hope this project will pro-
vide a more comfortable food court
for the hawkers and visitors here,”
he added.

Meanwhile, according to Rozali,
a total of 465 public toilets in Se-
berang Perai were inspected and
evaluated last December.

“From this number, 220 public
toilets have been rated between
four- and five-star while another 245
were rated three-star and below.

“l know that we can achieve a
much better result than this and
thus by 2022, MBSP aims for the
465 public toilets to achieve be-
tween four- and five-star ratings in
Seberang Perai.
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