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TATE Local Government, Hous-
smg, Town and Country Planning

Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo has clarified that the state
has no plan to develop a “fourth is-
land” near the proposed Penang South
Islands (PSI) project as outlined in the
Penang Structure Plan 2030.

“There is no plan for any fourth is-
land now. There is no such plan,” he
said when questioned by reporters dur-
ing a press conference at Sinar Bukit
Dumbar apartment on Dec 12.

Jagdeep said the state was only pro-
ceeding with four reclamation projects —
the PSI, the Seri Tanjung Pinang Phase
Two (STP2), the Gurney foreshore rec-
lamation site (commonly known as Gur-
ney Wharf), and the land reclamation
project by Rayston Consortium (Butter-
worth) Sdn Bhd in Butterworth.

“The outline of the fourth island
could have probably been taken from
a map of an earlier Penang Structure
Plan. | will need to check with PLANMa-
laysia on the matter.

“Similarly, there is also an outline of
the proposed Middle Bank reclamation
project in the Penang Structure Plan
2030. However, we are not going to
proceed with the Middle Bank reclama-
tion project,” he added.

Earlier on Dec 11, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow announced that the
Penang Structure Plan 2030 was ga-
zetted on Oct 24 after a long and te-
dious process.

Chow said the Penang Structure Plan
2030 outlined the policies, develop-
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Chow (third from left), Jagdeep (sec-
ond from left), Penang State Secre-
tary Datuk Abdul Razak Jaafar (right)
and other VIPs showing the Penang
Structure Plan 2030 after the press
conference.

ment plans and strategies of the state
until 2030.

“It will provide a clearer direction
for the state’s development plan un-
til 2030, in line with the Penang2030
vision of A Family-Focused Green and
Smart State that Inspires the Nation.

“The Penang Structure Plan is in ac-

cordance with Section 11(1) Town and
Country Planning Act 1976 (Act 172)
which indicates that the plan can be re-
viewed every five years.

“The state government hopes that
the Penang Structure Plan 2030 will be
the guideline and the main reference
for the state government machinery to
implement policies and projects that
are being proposed,” Chow told a press
conference.

Chow said the Penang Structure Plan
2030 was a review of the Penang Struc-
ture Plan 2020 which was gazetted in

2007.

“The Penang Structure Plan 2030
will replace the Penang Structure Plan
2020 when its planning period expires
by 2020,” he added.

As for the state local plans, Jagdeep
said there would be two — one for the
Penang island and the other for the
mainland.

“The local plan for the mainland is
scheduled to be gazetted in June, while
the local plan for the island is planned
to be gazetted by the end of next year,”
he said.




workers, says
Ramasamy
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TATE Economic Planning,
SEducation, Human Resourc-

es and Science, Technology
& Innovation Committee chairman
Prof Dr P. Ramasamy supports the
idea of having more unions to pro-
tect the rights of employees in an
organisation.

“Any developed country needs
to pay attention to the labour force
and we are actually moving towards
the status of a developed country.

“We need to pay attention to the
welfare of employees and the only
organisation that can do that is the

trade union.

“If you look at developed coun-
tries such as Norway, Sweden and
Finland, they have a very high level
of unionisation,” said Ramasamy
during a press conference after at-
tending the “Employment Law Fo-
rum Penang 2019” on Dec 5.

Ramasamy said increased
unionisation goes along with im-
provement in the welfare and well-
being of employees.

“We have freedom of associa-
tions in this country, so if there are
workers who want to form a union
they can do so by getting recogni-
tion from their employers. The em-
ployers must give recognition as

Ramasamy in a discussion with some participants of the forum.

provided in industrial law.

“They (unions) are the legiti-
mate organisations who can fight
for workers.

“We need more unions and are
looking forward to the increase of
unionisation,” he said, adding that
there should be a liberal approach
towards unionisation.

Ramasamy, who is also Deputy
Chief Minister ll, said half of the
country’s population (about 16 mil-
lion) are labourers, of whom only 6

to 7% are involved in unions.

“We have the Malaysian Trades
Union Congress (MTUC), which can
also represent the workers with
regards to industrial disputes,” Ra-
masamy added.

A total of 200 representatives
from 90 organisations of various
industries participated in the one-
day forum organised by the state
government for the eighth time.

State Human Resources Liaison
Committee chairman Datuk Ajith

Singh Jessy, who was also one of
the speakers, said the forum would
give an update on the development
of industrial laws.

The other speakers were invest-
Penang chief executive officer Da-
tuk Loo Lee Lian, Labour Depart-
ment principal assistant director
Suraiya Ching Abdullah, Industrial
Relations Department Penang le-
gal director Ahmad Kamal Mohd
Noor and MTUC assistant secre-
tary K. Somasundram.

State strives to provide more

THE Penang government is hop-
ing to sign an agreement with ex-
perts in January to develop the
components of the Gurney Wharf
project.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said the state had sev-
eral options on how to develop the
land.

“Some of the components that
will make up the Gurney Wharf
include F&B retails, man-made
beach, water taxi pier and parks,

among others.

“The components will be devel-
oped in stages,” he told a press
conference at Sinar Bukit Dumbar
apartment on Dec 12.

Jagdeep said in accordance
with the concession agreement
signed between the Penang gov-
ernment and Tanjung Pinang De-
velopment Sdn Bhd (TPD), a sub-
sidiary of Eastern & Oriental Ber-
had, TPD is to reclaim at its own
cost and hand over 131 acres of
reclaimed land along the Gurney
foreshore to the state govern-

public spaces

ment.

“There are two water bodies,
measuring 14.5 acres in total,
within the project site. The Pen-
ang government has decided to
reclaim the two water bodies so
that we have more land to develop
facilities for the public.

“We have decided to include
the reclamation of the two wa-
ter bodies in the agreement that
is scheduled to be signed next
month,” Jagdeep said.

He added the reclamation of
the two water bodies is not part
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Jagdeep showing a photo of the water body.

of the original concession agree-
ment signed between the Penang
government and TPD.

“Hence, we have to include it in
the second agreement (scheduled
to be signed in January) as one
of the works that has to be done
by the successful parties besides
developing the components of the
Gurney Wharf project,” he said.

Jagdeep said several approv-
als are needed before the recla-
mation works of the water bodies
could commence.

“We expect the reclamation
works of the two water bodies to
start in June 2020 after obtaining
the required approvals.

“It should probably take about
a year for the reclamation works
to be completed,” he said.

On another matter, Jagdeep
said the state had also decided
to temporarily do away with a pro-
posed road connecting the Gurney
Wharf project to the proposed
Penang Undersea Tunnel project.

“The total size of the road (in
the Gurney Wharf project) is about
20 acres. The initial plan was to
have a road connecting the Gur-
ney Wharf project to the Penang
Undersea Tunnel.

“However, the Penang Under-
sea Tunnel project is not happen-
ing yet. Hence, there is no point
having a road that will come to a
dead end, and to waste the 20
acres of land.

“When the undersea tunnel
project proceeds, we will revert to
the initial plan,” he said.
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Chingay
parade
mesmerises |
crowd
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HE heavy rain before the
Tannual Penang Chingay,

Lion and Dragon Dance
Parade did not hamper the ex-
citing event.

In fact, there were scores
of people lining up the streets
along Light Street to catch
the thrilling stunts by Chingay

performers.

The performers made their
acts seem easy, balancing tall
flag poles with their foreheads
and mouths.

The parade also featured co-
lourful floats as well as lion and
dragon dances.

Spectators were in awe of
three specially-decorated Seg-
way electric scooters at the
event.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who was present, praised
the Penang Tourism Develop-
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ment, Arts, Culture and Heritage
office for its efforts in organising
the annual event.

He said the event, which
attracted 10,000 people, was
unique as it showcased the
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Members of the Indian community performing a dance during the parade.

CM surprises many with calendar gift

IT was a wonderful surprise for
the many business operators,
traders, hawkers, passersby, and
restaurant and coffee shop pa-
trons when Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow distributed calendars at
Campbell Street and Chulia Street
in George Town on Dec 14.

As he gave them the calendars,
Chow also wished many of them a
very happy and prosperous New
Year.

Many recipients took the op-
portunity to have photographs
taken with the Chief Minister, who

is also the Padang Kota assembly-
man.

Some of the elderly folk waiting
for public buses in Penang Road
too were also taken by surprise
when Chow handed them the cal-
endars.

Helping Chow to distribute the
calendars were Komtar assembly-
man Teh Lai Heng, Padang Kota
Service Centre head Dr Tan Kim
Hooi, Padang Kota Service Centre
personal assistant Johnny Chee
and staff members, Penang Island
City Council councillor Gerald Mak

and Village Community Manage-
ment Council (MPKK) members.

Coconut drink seller Chew Yew
Huat was delighted to receive
a calendar from a volunteer of
Chow’s team and he reciprocated
by cutting a young coconut for
Chow to have a drink.

“This is my small gesture of
saying thanks to him. | remem-
ber he also came to distribute
calendars to us after winning the
general elections in 2018,” said
Chew, who runs his coconut stall
at Chulia Street.
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The unique Chingay
performance in |
Light Street. -

A group of kids sent the spectators into frenzy with their

performing skills.

identity of Penang.

“Chingay is an exciting and
challenging performance. It is
no doubt that Chingay is one
of the important tourism prod-
ucts in the state.

“The state government
hopes that this tradition
will continue in the years to
come,” he said in his speech
after attending the event in
Light Street on Dec 16.

A total of 36 teams took
part in the parade.

State Tourism Develop-
ment, Heritage, Culture and
Arts Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin said the pa-
rade was synonymous with
Penang.

“It is very special,” he said.

The Chingay parade passed
by Jalan Datuk Keramat, Pen-
ang Road, Chulia Street and
Transfer Road before ending
at the Esplanade.

The parade ended with a
special lion dance on stilts.

Chew (left) giving Chow a coconut drink after receiving a
calendar from a member of Chow’s team.



A green turtle is spotted
at the Turtle Conserva-
tion and Information
Centre.

uStory and pix by
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ORE turtles are com-
ing to Penang to lay
their eggs in 2019.

A staff member from the
Turtle Conservation and Infor-
mation Centre, Mohd Khairi
Ishak, said the turtle sanctuary
rescued almost 6,000 turtle
eggs in 2019 when compared
with over 4,000 in 2018.

“The number of turtle nests in
Penang has also increased from
37 in 2018 to 64 now,” he said.

“This could be due to several
factors. One is that the females
nest in four or five-year cycles;
and secondly, more fishermen in
Penang are aware of the need to
conserve and save the turtles.

“Sadly, although we have
saved thousands of turtle eggs,
not many turtles will survive in
the wild.

“Pollution, plastic debris in

the sea and predators
are among the many threats to
the turtles,” Mohd Khairi said
during a briefing at the centre on
Dec 7.

Ten media practitioners from
nine international and local me-
dia companies visited the centre
to know more about turtle con-
servation during the media famil-
iarisation trip.

The trip was organised by the
Penang Convention and Exhibi-
tion Bureau (PCEB) and Anderes
Fourdy Events Sdn Bhd.

Mohd Khairi, who has 14
years of experience, said the
centre has tagged about 110

turtles in Penang since 2000.

“With the tag, we are able to
know where the turtle came from.
We have an abbreviation for the
turtle tag.

“For example, it is ‘MYP’ for
Penang, ‘SPR’ is for Singapore,
‘IND’ is for Indonesia, ‘THA’ for is
Thailand and so on,” he said.

After the tour, the media del-
egates headed over to Shangri-
La's Rasa Sayang Resort and
Spa for lunch and a hotel inspec-
tion before visiting the Tropical
Spice Garden.

Next, the group travelled some
22km to The Habitat Penang Hill.

The delegates embraced the

The various spices at Tropical Spice Garden - (from left to
right, anticlockwise) cardamom, star anise, black pepper-
corn, clove, cinnamon sticks and nutmeg.

The media delegates arrive
at Pantai Kerachut to visit

the Turtle Conservation and
Information Centre.
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The view from the Garden Wing Seaview room at Shangri-
La’s Rasa Sayang Resort and Spa.

_ e f 360-degree panoramic views of 230m Langur Way Canopy Walk.
Visitorsjtaking in the) ma} the Penang island from the Cur- They also encountered a cute
jesticyviewjof/thelPenang tis Crest Tree Top Walk (the high-  “vampire crab” and a giant mil-
,lsland fromithe Curtls Cre est viewing point of Penang), and lipede during their walk.
explored the rainforest on the The delegates enjoyed deli-
cious street food for dinner be-
fore heading back to The Prestige
Hotel in Church Street Ghaut.

The hotel site was historically
a century-old warehouse, used
during the maritime trading era
in the late 1900s.

On Dec 8, the delegates vis-
ited the Escape Theme Park and
had a chance to experience the
world’s longest inner tube water
slide.

They were also given a tour
of the theme park before hav-
ing a buffet lunch at Jazz Hotel
Penang in Seri Tanjung Pinang,
Tanjung Tokong.

The entire media familiarisa-
tion trip left a sweet ending for
the delegates.

A staffer of The Habitat Penang Hill presentmg a giant mil-
lipede to a media delegate during the Sl
media familiarisation trip.
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A media delegate is exclted
to have a giant millipede
crawling on his hand.
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A meaningful
Christmas
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THIS year's “Experience Christmas
in Penang 2019” with the theme “A
Season of Love, Joy and Peace”,
came to a meaningful close at the Espla-
nade as it conveyed the message of charity
and what true Christmas is all about.

To make it all the more memorable, a
record was set when Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, Chong Eng, who is the state
executive councillor for Women & Family
Development, Gender Inclusiveness and
Religions other than Islam, and other digni-
taries lit up the tallest upcycled Christmas
Tree at the Esplanade on Dec 8.

After the tree, which is 9.4m tall and
6m wide, was lit up, The Malaysia Book of
Records director for marketing solutions,
Jwan Heah, presented the certificate to
Chow.

The Chief Minister, in his speech earlier,
said he hoped the light from the Christmas
Tree would symbolically shine forth good
wishes or blessings to all in Penang and
for the state to be a role model in Malaysia.

“It has become a practice for the state
government to celebrate festivities like Hari
Raya Aidilfitri, Chinese New Year, Deepavali
and Christmas so that people of different
races and faiths can experience and appre-
ciate each other’s culture.

“Although we come from different back-
grounds, we can live in harmony by toler-
ating and cooperating with one another for
the well-being of society in Penang as well
as working together with the Penang gov-
ernment for the further development of the
state.”

Chow also congratulated Chong Eng's
office, which together with the Christian
Federation of Malaysia (CFM) Penang,

made the “Grant A Wish” project possible
with donations to 20 charitable homes.

He added that recently, the state govern-
ment launched the Penang Harmony Cen-
tre in Jalan Scotland so that the different
religious bodies in the state could share a
common premises to carry out their activi-
ties.

Chong Eng said over the years, the state
has celebrated Christmas with open hous-
es but this year, it has decided to share
blessings with the less fortunate.

She said the 20 homes were identified
by CFM Penang in the “Grant A Wish” event
in which the organisers tried to bless them
with their respective wishes.

They were House of Hope, Pertubuhan
Kebajikan Penyayang (SPS), Pusat Jagaan
Sinar Ceria Bukit Mertajam, Persatuan Ke-
bajikan Shammah Butterworth, Community
Aids Service Penang, Pure Lotus Hospice
of Compassion and Shan Children’s Home.

The others were ACS First Step Early In-
tervention Centre, SEED Project, Be Home,
Eden Handicap Centre, Association of Re-
source and Education for Autistic Children,
St Joseph Home, La Salle Learning Centre,
Bright Spark Centre.

Chow (centre), flanked by his wife Tan Lean Kee (on his left) and Chong
Eng, together with Yew (on Chong Eng’s right) and Rev Thomas (in blue
long sleeved shirt), and other invited guests taking part in the lighting of

the Christmas Tree.

The remaining five homes, which re-
ceived their gifts from anonymous donors,
were Crystal Family Home, Glory Mission
Centre, Pertubuhan Rumah Kebajikan Seri
Cahaya, Penang Shan Children’s Home
and Salvation Army.

She said joy, which is the second mes-
sage of the theme, was celebrated with
a Christmas Charity Performance: “The
Meaning of Christmas” on Dec 1 at Wesley
Methodist School.

All 500 tickets were sold out and funds
raised were channelled back to support the
“Grant A Wish” project.

As for peace, which is the third message
of the theme, Chong Eng quoted Dalai La-
ma as saying that “world peace begins with
inner peace”.

“So, it is important that we have peace
in us in order to be at peace with others.

“When we are at peace with each

The big crowd that turned out at the ‘Experience Christmas in Penang

2019’ at the Esplanade.

other, only then can we achieve unity
and our country will be in harmony. | be-
lieve it is the same for every religion to
promote peace and unity at all levels of
society.

“It is important for us to keep that in
mind to appreciate the political and eco-
nomic stability that we attained through
strong bonds of friendship and unity among
fellow Malaysians.”

CFM Penang chairman Rev Thomas
Ch’ng said this year’'s Christmas celebra-
tions focused on charity.

He said giving to spread love, joy and
peace to bless others is very much in the
spirit of Christmas.

“We hope that the gift of love, joy and
peace will not be only demonstrated dur-
ing this Christmas season but also all
the year round so that it can have a last-
ing impact on our society.

“I believe that all will agree that we
want stability, peace and harmony and
not the extremism that we see in differ-
ent parts of the world.

“Love, joy and peace are universal
values embraced by all God-fearing peo-
ple who eschew evil,” Rev Thomas said.

The Christmas Tree was lit up until
Dec 31. About 30 women from Women
and Family Development Committee, led
by Jessie Chong Yean Fung, made the
ornaments for the tree.

The tree was sponsored by IJM Land,
while Riicycle and Hero Green sourced
the materials for decoration.

Penang Cheshire Homelchoir.
in a jolly mood while perform-

Sharing goodwill and joy

CHRISTMAS is not only about
merry-making but it is also about
being thoughtful of the underprivi-
leged.

With this in mind, M Summit
Group decided to bring cheer to
school children this festive season
with their “Bag-To-School” goodies.

Some 110 kids beamed with
joy as they received their goodies
which comprised school bags, sta-
tionery items and lunch box sets
worth RM11,000 in total during M-
Summit’s “Gift of Christmas Carni-
val” on Dec 1.

A huge crowd gathered in front
of the Menara M Summit which

had a gigantic gift box and a 6m
tall Christmas tree during the car-
nival.

They were treated to an enter-
taining musical performance from
the Penang Junior Orchestra and
Penang Cheshire Home choir.

State assemblymen Teh Lai
Heng (Komtar), Joseph Ng (Air
Itam), Ong Ah Teong (Batu Lan-
cang), Lim Siew Khim (Sungai
Pinang) and A.Kumaresan (Batu
Uban) were present at the event.

Earlier, there were also blood
donation drive, free health consul-
tation, interesting games for kids
and also sale of handicraft and ice-

ing at the celebration.

cream for charity.

The celebration was one of
M Summit Group’s series of
events that will be held till its
grand gala dinner on Nov 20.

Group managing director Da-
tuk Albert Moh said they sup-

port the state government’s
green initiatives.

“In support of the state gov-
ernment’s ‘No Plastic Straw Cam-
paign’ we are also sponsoring re-
usable straw and cutlery sets for
the children.
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“We believe that it is never too
early to spread the green mes-
sage especially among our future
leaders. We also taught them
some healthy habits through our
fun games,” said Moh during his
speech at the event.
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Smiiles for
children at
charity home
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ULAU Tikus assemblyman
PChris Lee has kept his tra-

dition of sponsoring back-
to-school vouchers to the under-
privileged children at the Penang
Shan Children’s Home.

On Dec 11, as he visited them
again at their premises in Jalan
Mount Erskine, the children were
excited. They were even happier
when Lee presented them with a
RM2100 voucher each.

A total of 18 school children

(primary and secondary) re-
ceived the vouchers which will
entitle them for the redemption
of school uniforms, school bags,
shoes and socks.

“We do this annually. | think
it is our responsibility to bring
cheer to the kids over here. This
is just a small part of our contri-
bution to them.

“They deserve an equal op-
portunity to be successful in
life. We must give them a nor-
mal upbringing and allow them
to grow up just like every other
kid.

“Today, | have also with me
the team from Tunku Abdul Rah-
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Pemberon Bantuan Fersekolghan
Tahunan

The happy children with Lee after receiving their vouchers.

man University College (TARUC)
who will be donating some gro-
cery items, stationery as well as
other items to the home,’’ said
Lee.

Home administrator Andrew

Bhawers thanked Lee for his
kind gesture.

“We have a total of 24 kids
in this home. Of that number,
18 are school children and
they are very happy to receive

the vouchers.

“On behalf of the Penang
Shan Children’s Home, | would
like to thank YB Chris for his
kind contribution and also to
the TARUC students for being
thoughtful of the children’s
needs,” said Bhawers.

What a joy for Penang

THE message of love, joy and
peace was shared at a Christmas
celebration, themed “Joy to Pen-
ang”, at The Top atrium in Komtar
recently.

Organised by the Padang Kota
Service Centre on Dec 14, the
celebration was attended by 130
children and single mothers.

They were the Single Moms &
Children from Taman Manggis &
Kedah Road Flat, Salvation Army
Penang Children’s Home (Logan
Road), SJKC Shih Chung Pusat
(Love Lane), SJKC Aik Hua (Muntri
Street), Special Children Centre
(Ayer Itam) and Children Outreach
in Gertak Sanggul.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who attended the event together
with his wife, Tan Lean Kee, said

the Padang Kota Service Centre
started organising the event 10
years ago at the New World Park.

“Every year, we invite the chil-
dren in the Padang Kota area and
sometimes single mothers to join
in the Christmas celebration,”
Chow, who is also the Padang Kota
assemblyman and Tanjong MP,
said in his speech.

“Time flies. Already it is now in-
to its 10th year. Not many constitu-
encies celebrate Christmas but |
choose Christmas, apart from also
celebrating other festivals like Chi-
nese New Year, Hari Raya Aidilfitri
and Deepavali.

“We hope this event can enable
all to enjoy Christmas with its mes-
sage of joy to the world, peace,
love and hope that we want to
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The Georgetown Baptist Church \""'
choir performing at the ‘Joy to
Penang’ Christmas celebration.

share with others.”

This year’s event was co-organ-
ised by WomenBizSense.

Organising  chairman  Khor
Chiew Chi said the event was also
in line with the Penang2030 vision
which emphasises a family-fo-
cused green and smart state that

inspires the nation.

“A joyful heart is good medi-
cine. Without joy, there will be no
laughter, no smile and no fun. So,
| believe joy is essential not only
in this Christmas season but in
our daily lives,” Khor said in her
speech.
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Those present were treated to
several Christmas songs by the
Georgetown Baptist Church choir,
a skit and a violin performance by
Bernard Tan.

The invited children and single
mothers were later treated to a
luncheon and given goodie bags.

Prior to the start of the pro-
gramme, Chow joined the children
to try his hand, or rather head, at
the remote control toy-like spider
and car using brain-computer inter-
face (BCI) technology.

The event was conducted by
Braintech, one of the sponsors of
the celebration.

Also present were Komtar as-
semblyman Teh Lai Heng, Penang
Island City Council councillor Ger-
ald Mak, WomenBizSense adviser
Datin Josephine Yoong, Braintech
founder P'ng Aik Fong, its chief ex-
ecutive officer Nick Ng Shu Lin and
general manager Michelle Lim.



Fruitful visit
to Paramit
facility
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HIEF Minister Chow Kon
CYeow has constantly stayed

up to date with the industry
developments in the state.

His latest visit to Paramit Ma-
laysia Sdn Bhd in Penang Science
Park, Bukit Minyak, on Dec 16
proved to be fruitful.

He was welcomed by its country
manager Michel Van Crombrugge
upon arrival and was briefed by him
on the company’s business opera-
tions and policies.

Chow was also taken on a tour
of the facility to witness the produc-
tion process and view the equip-
ment and machinery.

It is understood that 566 em-
ployees work at the facility.
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Chow thanked Crombrugge
for his warm hospitality and
praised the company’s initiative
in providing a green working en-
vironment for its staff.

Crombrugge also presented a
memento to Chow at the end of
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his visit.

Also present were Paramit Ma-
laysia finance director Francis Lai,
Paramit Malaysia operations &
engineering senior director Nachi
KN Nachiappan, its procurement
senior manager Chandar Murugian
and human resource manager Su-
riati Abdul Samad.

Other guests included invest-
Penang talent programs executive
Yann Hiou Yian Ling, its head of
communication & business intel-

ligence Yeoh Bit Kun and its lead
manufacturing development Ang Kit
Sin.

Known as the “Factory in the
Forest”, Paramit Malaysia Sdn Bhd
is a green factory that is highly en-
ergy efficient with a good indoor en-
vironment.

It provides medical devices and
life science instrumentation for
some of the largest market leaders
in the respective industries world-
wide.

New boutique hotel offers great
location, appealing traits

BRILLIANTLY located just a
short distance from the George
Town Unesco World Heritage Sites,
the new trendy boutique hotel
LOOP On Leith offers modern facili-
ties with a touch of comfort.

The hotel, managed by Com-
pass Hospitality, is strategically
positioned in Leith Street, where
guests can easily take a three-min-
ute stroll to the renowned Cheong
Fatt Tze Mansion which was fea-
tured in the 2018 romantic comedy
film “Crazy Rich Asians”.

LOOP On Leith owner Yeoh Tze
Shyun said the 140-room property
provides comfortable and modern
facilities, unique rooms and flexible
work-play-eat collaborative area.

“Our dining facility, the Monkey
Kitchen, strives to promote famous
Malaysian delicacies such as the
apam balik, roti goyang, and our
very own handmade kaya.

“Our LOOP Gallery, a special
space to celebrate and to appreci-
ate art, can be a platform for bud-
ding artists to create and show-
case their unique masterpieces. It
can also be a place for collabora-
tion,” she said in her speech during
the official launch on Dec 13.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said industry players, especially
those in the hospitality sector, have
a crucial role to play in presenting
the “Penang experience”.

“I believe many of you would

have heard about the ‘Experience
Penang 2020’ campaign that was
launched in June.

“We are capitalising on experi-
ence. Our tagline for the initiative
is ‘The Diversity of Asia’, which en-
compasses diverse elements such
as beauty, fun, amusement, excite-
ment and satisfaction.

“With the rise in demand for
experiential travel, the campaign
aims to highlight Penang’s splen-
dour to visitors.

“We want to showcase our amaz-
ing diversity in culture, heritage,
arts, food and natural surround-
ings, be it sandy beaches, breath-
taking hills or even cityscape.

“We are witnessing increased
number of tourist arrivals.

“The total number of tourists
who visited Penang from January
to Dec 10 in 2019 was 1,124,823
as compared with 1,063,619 for
the same corresponding period in
2018,” Chow said in his speech.

He said that the state welcomed
new players to the hospitality circuit
as it promotes healthy competition
and provides more options for con-
sumers and tourists.

Also present were Komtar as-
semblyman Teh Lai Heng, hotel
co-owner Lee Kui Yok, SME Bank
chairman Datuk Seri Nazir Ariff,
Compass Hospitality Group corpo-
rate director Erik Wee and hotel
manager Jasvin Singh.
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aid for

needy pupils

uStory by Riadz Akmal

TOTAL of 250 students
Ain the Sungai Pinang con-

stituency each received a
RM95 cash voucher from their
assemblyman Lim Siew Khim re-
cently.

Lim said the annual back-to-
school aid programme, which was
started in 2013, aims to ease the
burden on poor families and also
from the B40 group.

“The back-to-school aid pro-
gramme involves six schools
around Sungai Pinang area.

“The schools are SJK(C) Beng
Teik Cawangan, SJK(C) Moh Ghee
Branch, SJK(C) Moh Ghee (Pusat),
SJK(C) Phei Shin, SK Jelutong and
SJK(T) River Road.

“The children’s parents can
use the vouchers to purchase
school bags, uniforms, water bot-
tles, lunch boxes and stationery
for them.

“Thus, | hope this aid pro-
gramme will help parents to pre-
pare their children for the 2020
school year,” Lim told reporters
after the cash vouchers’ presen-
tation at the Sungai Pinang activ-
ity centre on Dec 8.

At the same event, another
250 students received a RM150
cash voucher each from Pusat Za-
kat Negeri Pulau Pinang (ZPP).

Apart from the vouchers’ aid,
Lim said her constituency has
also prepared a free haircut ses-
sion for the children to prepare
them for the new school term.

Isaac (right) briefing Chow on Finas’ role in the film industry.

Finas hopes to boost film industry

THE National Film Development
Corporation Malaysia (Finas) is
hoping to boost the film industry
with the support from the Pen-
ang government.

Its chairman, Datuk Gerald
Hans lIsaac, hoped the state
could support the corporation
by assisting in the form of enter-
tainment tax from movie ticket
sales.

The corporation was hoping
that the state could allocate a
certain percentage of the tax for
the corporation.

“The move could serve as
an incentive for filmmakers to
produce more films,” Isaac said

after making a courtesy visit to
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow at
the latter’s office in Komtar on
Dec 9.

Chow said the state govern-
ment would consider the request
to ensure the sustainability of
the entertainment industry.

During the courtesy Vvisit,
Isaac was accompanied by Finas
chief assistant policy director
Abdul Halim Anen and its chief
assistant corporate communica-
tions director Mohamad Syimir
Alfi Zahari.

Also present was Chow’s polit-
ical secretary Teh Lai Heng, who
is also Komtar assemblyman.

Chong Eng (third from left) and other guests at the press conference held at Komtar to an-

nounce the forum.

Forum on inspiring next generation of talent

AN exciting line-up of 15 world-
class global and local speakers,
panellists drawn from a talent
pool of distinguished judges and
inductees of the Penang Chi-
nese Girls School Union Alumni
Hall of Fame will take part in the
“Fuelling the Aspiring Minds Fo-
rum” on March 7.

Union deputy president
Cheam Shaw Lee said the fo-
rum, themed “Igniting Hope,
Inspiring Future”, would be a
grand finale to its “PCGS Cen-
tennial Celebrations — Alumini
Hall of Fame”.

“It is also an unprecedented
community outreach programme
supported and sponsored by
the Penang government aimed
at igniting hope and inspiring
600 industry professionals from

diverse backgrounds, youth, col-
lege and high school students,”
Cheam said at a press confer-
ence called by state executive
councillor Chong Eng in Komtar
on Dec 9.

Chong Eng said the state gov-
ernment is committed to realis-
ing gender equality.

“It is my fervent hope to at-
tract particularly the women
talents among these gifted in-
dividuals back to contribute to
Penang’s development.

“We want to tap into their
experience and ingenuity to ex-
plore opportunities, train and in-
spire future generations of wom-
en talent, benefiting the women
community and Penang people
as a whole.

“I am delighted to be informed

that a special video keynote ad-
dress titled ‘Levelling the Global
Playing Field In Style’ will be de-
livered by Jane Jie Sun, the di-
rector and chief executive officer
of Trip.com at the forum,” said
Chong Eng, who is in charge of
Women & Family Development,
Gender Inclusiveness and Reli-
gions other than Islam.

Registration for the event is
now open online at https://www.
eventbrite.com/e7876574359
till Feb 22.

For further information about
PCGS Union, PCGS Alumni Hall
of Fame & Forum, visit:

http://www.pcgs-union.org

http://www.pcgshalloffame.
com/about-us/

http: //www.pcgshalloffame.
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Cleaner markets,
hawker centres

UBLIC markets and
P hawker centres in Pen-

ang have shown vast
improvement in cleanliness,
according to state Local Gov-
ernment, Housing, Town and
Planning Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh Deo.

He said at the beginning of
the year, out of the 58 public
markets and hawker centres
under the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP), three were
graded A, 52 graded B and
three were C.

“Now, 55 of them (public
markets and hawker centres)
are graded A and B and two
C. This shows an increase
of 32% in terms of better
grades.

“For the Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP), it has
now eight public markets
graded A, 21 graded B and
one graded C. This is an in-

crease of 13.32% in better
grades.
“For hawker centres,

eight have been graded A,
four graded B and four C. It
means a 9% increase in their

grading,” he told a press
conference at the Kuantan
Road market on Dec 7.

Also present were Jelu-

tong MP RSN Rayer and
MBPP councillor Nicholas
Theng.

Jagdeep added the status
of cleanliness of all the pub-
lic facilities under the local
authorities would be moni-
tored continuously.

“This will be my priority
for the coming year, and if
possible | want all the state
amenities to be graded A.

“l also would like to sug-
gest that the councillors fol-
low officers from the local
authorities when they are
conducting inspections at
the premises,” he added.

Jagdeep, who is also Da-
tok Keramat assemblyman,
said the Kuantan Road Mar-
ket was repainted at a cost
of RM20,000 which was
borne by MBPP.

Before the press confer-
ence, Jagdeep distributed
calendars to the traders at
the Kuantan Road Market.
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Rayer (from left fourth) and Jagdeep with MBPP councillors and other traders’ representa-
tives at the Kuantan Road market.

Scholarship fund for
deserving students

MALAYSIAN youths aged

17 to 25 should not miss the
chance to apply for the UWC
Scholarship Fund to further their
studies in selected courses at
the Penang Skills Development

2019 - 2022

Pamohan yang loyok akan

Centre (PSDC).

Thanks to the collaboration
between three parties — PSDC,
Penang Youth Development Cor-
poration (PYDC) and UWC Hold-
ings Sdn Bhd — deserving can-
didates will not only obtain a
scholarship of up to 100% of the
course fee but will also receive a
RM300 monthly allowance.

The scholarship and allow-
ance are subject to terms and
conditions.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
said priority would be given to
applicants from the B40 group
or single-parent families.

“The selected courses for the
February 2020 intake are Preci-
sion Machining Technology (Lev-
el 2 and 3) and the Industrial
Automation Technology (Level 2
and 3).

“PYDC, UWC and PSDC are
committed to equipping more
youths with skills that are re-
lated to the technology of the In-
dustry Revolution 4.0 (IR4.0),”
Soon told a press conference
before taking part in the Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU)
signing ceremony in Komtar on
Dec 11.

UWC Berhad Group chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk Ng Chai
Eng said the collaboration was
an effort to promote TVET (Tech-
nical and Vocational Education

and Training) in Penang.

“It is our responsibility to
help to promote local talents,”
he said.

PSDC chief operating officer
Lim Wei Chen thanked UWC
and PYDC for the support and
commitment.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the MoU could help
in the development of youths in
Penang to face the new era of
IR4.0.

“With these technical pro-
grammes by PSDC, we will be
able to produce more highly-
skilled employees to meet fu-
ture business needs.

“We must take up the chal-
lenge and grow our state and
nation. We have to invest in
our youths and equip them with
the latest and relevant skills,”
Chow said.

Also present were State
Secretary Datuk Abdul Razak
Jaafar, Penang Local Govern-
ment, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo,
PYDC director and Batu Kawan
MP Kasthuriraani Patto and PY-
DC general manager Thoy Siew
Ping.

For more details about
the scholarship, visit www.
psdc.org.my or call Fathiyah
or Anis at 04-643 7909 (ext.
576/529).
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. Pejabat Daerah Dan Tanah Daerah
Barat Daya

. Tekun Nasional Pulau Pinang

. Bahagian Pengurusan Sumber
Manusia, PSUKPP

4. Jabatan Perbendaharaan, MBPP

. Perbadanan Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang
Sdn. Bhd. (TAMAN SELAT)

. Perbadanan Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang
Sdn Bhd (SUNGAI JAWI)

. Perbadanan Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang
Sdn Bhd (KOMTAR LEVEL 33)

. Perbadanan Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang
Sdn Bhd (SUNGAI DUA)

. Perbadanan Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang
Sdn Bhd (BUKIT MERTAJAM)

. Jabatan Perancangan Pembangunan,
Majlis Bandaraya Pulau Pinang

. Unit Perancang Ekonomi Negeri,
Pejabat Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri
Pulau Pinang

. Unit Audit Dalam, PSUKPP

. Perbadanan Perpustakaan Awam
Pulau Pinang

. Institut Integriti Negeri Pulau Pinang

. Pejabat Daerah dan Tanah Seberang
Perai Selatan

. Bahagian Mekanikal dan Elektrikal,
Jabatan Kejuruteraan, MBPP

. Institut Teknikal Jepun Malaysia (JMTI)

. Bahagian Teknologi Maklumat
dan Komunikasi Negeri, PSUKPP

. Unit Integriti, PSUKPP

. Pejabat Kutipan Hasil, MBPP
. Jabatan Perkhidmatan Perbandaran

Dewan Bandaraya, MBPP

. Jabatan Kesihatan, MBPP
. Pejabat Exco Kerja Raya, Utiliti

dan Tebatan Banjir

. Pejabat Daerah dan Tanah

Seberang Perai Tengah

. Bahagian Kerajaan Tempatan

. Maijlis Sukan Negeri, PSUKPP

. Sunway Hotel Seberang Jaya

. Sunway Hotel Georgetown

. Olive Tree Concepts Sdn Bhd

. Furutec Electrical Sdn Bhd

. Molex (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd

. NRS Process Systems Sdn Bhd
. IHS Global (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd
. Cycle Trend Industries Sdn Bhd
. The Light Hotel (M) Sdn Bhd

. Cradotex (M) Sdn Bhd

. Jinko Solar Technology Sdn Bhd
. Kalyx Consultants Sdn Bhd

. Church of Divine Mercy

. Toray Malaysia Systems Solution

Sdn Bhd

. Sony EMCS (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd
. Dell Global Business Center

Sdn Bhd (BAYAN LEPAS)

. Dell Global Business Center

Sdn Bhd (BUKIT TENGAH)
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For more information on how to become a Penang Green Office, please visit www.pgc.com.my/pgo
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

{Tg 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

{T‘ 04 -383 9131
F) 04 - 383 9131

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

M

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.01 PENAGA

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman m
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor m

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

{Tg 04 -390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
04 - 530 3028

N.39 PULAU BETONG

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214
N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain

pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
tream m

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad
jmmoham 2@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04 - 397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysrregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

(T

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

T) 013 - 430 4400
P) 04-5767606

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04-351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT

YB Heng Lee Lee
b.emp&@gp_q_om

{T‘ 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
ihsiaoleun nan v.m

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
& PENYELAMAT 04-398 8809
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM 04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
) FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 ( BUTTERWORTH) VT
NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419 PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-KANAK )
Pusat Perknhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
SOCSO 04-238 9888 04-281 1108
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

Kalendar Pelancongan

N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye
[awi@d(aggg.grg

T) 04 - 5941163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah

ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lborahim

n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

U]

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

ET; 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

{T‘ 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 -280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAIJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2019
Nama Telefon . . .
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
A'ziss Zainal Abiddin 017 -938 9192
Cheen Goon Hooi 012~ 4020993 2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Bieniel s il 019 - 412 3397 3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Pejabat Bahagian . 012 - 488 1553
Pakianathan Utara Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2999 4. P. Rachenamoorthy Seberang Perai 019 - 457 2271
Tengah
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 . X
5. U. Jagatisan Seberang Perai 010 - 563 2279
Selatan
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113
Kirupanantha Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Johnson a/I 012 - 424 5745
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! 1
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Nasir 013 - 503 3349 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 1 J. Patmavathy (Tamil) |
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1
Gerald Mak Mun Keong 016 - 452 6499 I Photographers : 1
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Successful
talks on

mental health{

E recent talks on mental
Ihealth by Dr Danny Cheah
from Australia at Tech Dome
Penang and Burmah Road Gospel
Hall (BRGH) organised by Kiwanis
Penang Central and D’Home Men-
tal Health Association respectively
were a Success.

The first talk, themed “Resilience
in Children and Families”, at Tech
Dome Penang on Dec 21 while the
second talk, themed “What is Men-
tal lliness”, at BRGH on Dec 22
drew good attendances.

Cheah, a child and adolescent
psychiatrist working as the Head of
the Clinical Services at the Alfred
Hospital Child and Youth Mental
Health Service in Melbourne, spoke
on the importance of early interven-

tion on issues of mental health and
learning of resilience.

It was a talk targeted primarily at
parents, youths and teachers.

Among those present at the talk
at Tech Dome Penang were Kiwanis
Penang Central charter president
Datuk Seri Wong Siew Hai and his
wife Datin Seri Teh Beng Swan, Ki-
wanis Penang Central secretary See
Swee Sie and Dr Danny’s father,
John Cheah.

The following day at BRGH in Ja-
lan Burma, D’'Home Mental Health
Association president Datuk Leslie
Lee was thankful that D’'Home was
allowed by BRGH full use of the hall
and its supporting facilities and
amenities.

“To our happy Christmas sur-
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Dr Cheah (seated, third from
right) posing with some of
the Kiwanis Penang Central
organising committee and
attendees at his talk at Tech
Dome Penang in Komtar.

prise, BRGH has again graciously
donated another RM5,000 to
D’Home for the second year run-
ning. In addition, Mr Joseph Lim has
also contributed RM5,000 to us.

“D’'Home is indeed very fortu-
nate and grateful to have compas-
sionate financial contributors like
BRGH and Joseph Lim in our en-
deavours to reach out to assist the
mentally needy in our community,”
Lee said.

Lim (left) presenting a RM5,000 donation to Leslie.

Chess masters make thelr moves

THE chess fraternity had a great
time witnessing a strong field of for-
eign and local chess masters and
promising players in action at the
recently-concluded Penang Chess
Festival at the Red Rock Hotel in
George Town.

Penang Chess Association (PCA)
president See Swee Sie said they
were happy that more than 300
participants from 19 countries were
attracted to this year's champion-
ships, with a total of four grandmas-
ters (GMs), four women grandmas-
ters (WGMs), 11 international mas-
ters (IMs) and nine FIDE masters
(FMs) taking part.

Malaysia entered the most num-
ber of participants at 165, followed
by Singapore (44), Indonesia (32),
India (32), China (15) and the Philip-
pines (12).

The others came from Austra-
lia, United States of America (four
each), Germany, Vietnam (three
each), England, Uzbekistan (two
each), Azerbaijan, Brunei, Spain,
France, Thailand, Chinese Taipei
and Ukraine (one each).

“We are thankful to the Chief Min-
ister’s office for their support and
sponsorship of our annual chess
activities,” See said in her speech.

“We are also thankful to the
Penang State Sports Council, state
Youth and Sports Committee chair-
man Soon Lip Chee and various

Lee (right) and See watching two participants trying to out-

smart each other at the Penang Chess Festival.

tesy of Quah Seng Sun

state departments, including the
Penang Island City Council and the
state Educational Department, for
continuing to promote chess in the
state.

“Penang has been the MSSM
(Malaysian Schools Sports Council)
champion for at least the last five
years.”

She also congratulated Wong
Yinn Long of Penang for capturing
the gold medal in the MSSM Un-
der-18 boys this year and was given
a full scholarship by Multimedia Uni-
versity.

Pix cour-

Another player See praised was
IM Yeoh Li Tian for winning the first
gold medal in the SEA Games chess
this year.

Li Tian took part in the 2017
Penang Open. His father, Yeoh Chin
Seng, hails from Penang and is cur-
rently the Malaysian Chess Federa-
tion (MCF) vice-president.

Pulau Tikus assemblyman Chris
Lee Chun Kit, who represented
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow at
the opening ceremony, compliment-
ed PCA for having run chess activi-
ties for many years.

Hospital commits itself to
promote a healthy lifestyle

THE Penang Adventist Hospital
(PAH) has committed itself to pro-
moting a healthy living lifestyle
among Penangites.

Its latest project, "Healthy Pen-
ang 2020”, is aimed at encourag-
ing people to live healthy through
statewide weight loss programmes,
education, rewards and physical ac-
tivity events.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said he was pleased to know
that PAH was willing to commit
RM200,000 for the project.

“The Healthy Penang 2020 proj-
ect, is scheduled to start in March,
is endorsed by the state govern-
ment,” he said in his speech dur-
ing the hospital’s 95th Anniversary
Celebration and Charity Dinner in
Setia SPICE Convention Centre on
Dec 12.

Chow hoped that the project
could raise awareness about obe-
sity among the people.

“According to the World Health
Organisation (WHO), Malaysia has
the second highest child obesity
rate among Asean countries.

“It involves children aged five to
19, with 7.1% of the children under
age of five being overweight,” Chow
said.

A short video presentation show-

ing the history and journey of the
hospital was also shown to the
guests.

The hospital was established by
Dr J Earl Gardner in 1924,

Sharing the hospital’s remark-
able feat, its Board chairman Pas-
tor Somchai Chuenijit said there
are more than 80 specialists at
the hospital and it offers more than
27 specialisations using up-to-date
equipment and facilities.

“PAH also has several charity
funds to assist those in need. We
have the Patient Heart Fund, Can-
cer Fund, Welfare Fund, General
Fund and Dr J Earl Gardner Fund,”
he said.

He added the hospital would
have a new 12-storey tower block
and a seven-storey car park to sup-
port the increase of patients.

“The tower block will house an
additional 322 beds, including 260
beds in medical wards, 46 beds in
paediatrics wards, 10 beds in Inten-
sive Care Unit (ICU) and six in High-
dependency unit (HDU).

“The expansion project is expect-
ed to be ready by 2020,” he said.

Also present were Pulau Tikus
assemblyman Chris Lee Chun Kit
and PAH’s chief executive officer
(CEO) Ronald Konh.



HE setting up of the Wom-
Ten and Family Development

Committee (JPWK) as a
platform for women and family
development this year has been
well-received.

State Women and Family De-
velopment, Gender Inclusive-
ness and Religions Other than Is-
lam Committee chairman Chong
Eng said JPWK, which aims at
meeting the Penang2030 vision
target, had already carried out
a total of 346 programmes this
year.

“The programmes conducted
in 40 state constituencies at-
tracted 80,000 people from all
walks of life.

“This clearly shows the im-
portance of JPWK in steering
the state to realising its Pen-
ang2030 vision.

“The JPWK also serves as a
driver of change, especially for
women in the state,” she told
a press conference at Harmony
Centre on Dec 14.

JPWK is led by Chong Eng
with the support of the Penang
Women'’s Development Corpora-
tion (PWDC) and the state as-
semblymen.

Chong Eng said the pro-
grammes carried out were to-
wards forming a better family
institution and community.

“I hope this remarkable feat
will continue,” she said.

Also present was PWDC chief
executive officer Ong Bee Leng.

Earlier, Chong Eng, accompa-
nied by Ong, awarded apprecia-
tion certificates to the JPWK rep-
resentatives in accordance with
the star rating system.
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Chong Eng presenting a certificate to one of the JPWK members as Ong (right) looks on.

I A mother pushing her
~ child in a stroller dur-
_ ing the fun walk.
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Walklng in the spmt of togetherness

A SPIRIT of togetherness pre-
vailed as over 5,000 participants
from all walks of life and different
races took part in the “I Love Pen-
ang Walk” 2019 at Lebuh Pantai
(Beach Street) in George Town re-
cently.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
joined them for the 5km fun walk
together with state Youth and
Sports Committee chairman Soon
Lip Chee, Komtar assemblyman
Teh Lai Heng, Air ltam assembly-
man Joseph Ng, Penang Island
City Council councillor Wong Yuee
Harng and TLM Event managing di-
rector Jack Wong.

Chow said the “I Love Penang

Walk” 2019, which was held for the
third time on Dec 8, was part of the
“Sports For All” programme under-
taken by the state government and
also in conjunction with the sixth
anniversary celebration of Occupy
Beach Street.

“Occupy Beach Street is an ini-
tiative that was started six years
ago for a Car-Free Day so that peo-
ple can gather at the area for activi-
ties and to experience the beauty
of the city.

“To celebrate this beautiful
morning with the ‘I Love Penang
Walk’, | hope you all will enjoy
the walk around the world heri-
tage site,” Chow said in his short

speech before flagging off the walk-
ers.

Along the way, Chow was asked
by participants for wefies and he
duly obliged them.

The participants soaked in the
sights and sounds of the heritage
area, taking photos as they walked
along the route.

Some took the opportunity to
stop by the recently rejuvenated
Sia Boey, the first urban archaeo-
logical park in Malaysia, for more
photos.

Its canal, which has some fish-
es like tilapia and koi, was one of
the main attractions there. For the
children, they headed to the play-
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Chandroth, his wife Neshallini and their daughter Sashanna
posing with Chow at the ‘I Love Penang Walk 2019’.

ground for some fun.

Some of the participants were
spotted pushing their young ones
in strollers.

Among them were Dr Chandroth
Navin, 36, a forensic pathologist
from Penang Hospital, and his wife,
Neshallini, an English teacher at
Han Chiang High School, and their
one-year-andfive-month-old daugh-
ter Sashanna Chandroth.

“We lead busy lives and today’s

event was an opportunity for us
to spend some quality family time
together whilst taking a leisurely-
paced stroll through George Town
heritage area,” said Chandroth.

“It was indeed delightful to see
people from all walks of life coming
together, taking pictures and just
having fun. We intend to make this
a regular family activity and have
already begun to look for the next
event to participate in.”
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ENANG is intensifying its
Pefforts for sustainable de-

velopment through various
initiatives in sectors such as electri-
cal and electronics manufacturing,
tourism, building, waste, transport
and water.

This was conveyed by Penang
Green Council project manager Dr
Ng Shin Wei at the “Green Society
Advancing Through Sustainable De-
velopment - A Nordic Perspective”
forum on Dec 10.

“Waste has been identified as
a very important sector in Penang
as we have come up with lots of
waste-related initiatives, such as
the ‘No Plastic Bag' campaign.

“We are proud that Penang re-
cords the highest percentage in the
recycling rate in the whole of Malay-
sia,” said Ng, who was also one of
the moderators at the forum.

“We also want to have a differ-

Penang
New Core
City in the
pipeline

Penang emphasises

sustainable development

ent perspective on waste and want
to facilitate the industrial entrepre-
neurs to take waste and turn it into
something else.

“Penang2030 vision, which
was brought forth by Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow, serves as a
strong platform to push forward in
realising the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) related initia-
tives,” Ng added.

Chow, who attended the forum,
said several initiatives were intro-
duced in Penang to combat climate
change.

e — -

“The Penang Green Connectors,
which focus on the development of
gardens and facilities (18,000ha
land on the island), will provide an
urban cooling effect.

“Penang also gives out incen-
tives and is the third highest state
with Green Building Index (GBI) cer-
tified buildings.

“Not only that, the Penang Green
Agenda, which is under the helm of
PGC, is currently in its final stage
of drafting a blueprint which aims
to tackle the future environmental
challenges in Penang,” Chow said

during his keynote address at the
forum.

The representatives from the
Nordic countries (Denmark, Fin-
land, Norway, Sweden and Iceland)
shared their expertise with regards
to green technology such as solid
refined fuel, solar and wind power
and biogas and most importantly
advocated clean energy.

The forum was organised by
the Nordic embassies and Icelan-
dic Honorary Consulate General in
Kuala Lumpur for the first time in
Penang.

Later in the evening, Chow, who
was present at the dinner recep-
tion for forum participants, said he
was fascinated by the innovative
spirit of the Nordics in sharing their
knowledge on environmental pro-
tection.

He added it was a fruitful en-
gagement session between the
Penang government and the Nordic
countries on sustainable develop-
ment.

The forum was to promote green
societies through sustainable de-
velopment.

THE Penang government is work-
ing on the latest initiative called
“The Penang New Core City” to
further bridge and unify Penang
island and the mainland.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the initiative is a collaboration
between the state and Think City.

“We have the intention to bring
the island and mainland closer
and we are currently studying the

concept of this initiative before

implementing it.

“The state government intends

A visitor trying this traditional
game where good coordination

is required.
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to transform the island into a cul-
tural hub and the mainland into an
innovation hub,” Chow told a press
conference after jointly opening the
Butterworth Fringe Festival 2019
(BFF 2019) with Finance Minister
Lim Guan Eng on Dec 7.

Chow said the project commit-
tee members are studying the idea
thoroughly.

“There is a proposal to organ-
ise a competition to gather ideas
from consultants.

“The competition is scheduled
to be held in January,” he said.

Chow said the Penang govern-
ment is striving for balanced de-
velopment between the island and
the mainland, adding he hoped
Seberang Perai would continue to
grow in the coming years.

He also said that the BFF 2019

was one of the most significant
festivals for mainlanders.

Meanwhile, Lim said the venue
(Padang Pemuda Merdeka) and
the areas surrounding the festival
were the most suitable location to
hold the BFF 2019.

“The Padang Pemuda Merdeka
has been upgraded and this is also
the place where various activities
pertaining to arts, culture and heri-
tage were held at the beginning,”
Lim, who is also Bagan MP, said.

He added the Finance Ministry
had allocated RM350 million for
the Tourism, Culture and Arts Min-
istry, RM5 million for the Cultural
Economic Development Agency
and RM20 million for Think City.

The two-day festival pampered
visitors with captivating shows and
delicious local delicacies.
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TIS year's 40th anniversary
of the Penang International
Dragon Boat Festival (PIDBF)
only serves as proof of the state
government’s dedication in pre-
serving the traditional sport, says
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

“The Penang government aims
to promote dragon boating as a
healthy sport in the state. It is
among the many initiatives by the
state government to elevate Pen-
ang as a cleaner, greener, safer
and healthier state through the
Penang2030 vision,” Chow said
in his speech at the PIDBF at Te-
luk Bahang Dam on Dec 7.

“I truly believe that if we are all
able to manifest the spirit of unity
and teamwork through this sport,
we are not only able to promote
dragon boating as a healthy sport
but also, together in a bigger pic-
ture, we are able to achieve in-
numerable desired goals for the
common good of mankind.”

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said the PIDBF has become an
anticipated event for dragon boat
enthusiasts from this region and
around the world.

He added that Penang was fast
becoming a destination for sports
tourism.

“Penang has hosted many oth-
er international sporting events
such as the Penang Bridge In-
ternational Marathon on Nov
24 which attracted more than
25,000 participants.

“In this year's Penang Interna-
tional Dragon Boat Festival, we
have 62 teams from all over the
world. Thirteen of them are from
Hong Kong, Taiwan, China, United
Arab Emirates, the Philippines,

Chow (second row, fifth from right), Yeoh (fourth from rlght) and Yew (seventh from right)

Participants paddling back to
the station after their races.
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A lion dance wow-

ing the crowd at the ,.‘?-

opening ceremony of
the Penang Interna-
tional Dragon Boat
Festival in Teluk
Bahang.
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South Korea, Slngapore Canada,
Qatar, Japan and Egypt.

“Dragon boating is after all a
tradition here in Penang. It has
existed for a long time and is part
and parcel of our culture and heri-
tage in Penang. We hope the gen-
erations to come will appreciate
the tradition of dragon boating.”

MBPP Dragon
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Interestlngly, Egypt sent an

allwomen’s team to Penang, the

first time ever for only the wom-
en’s squad overseas.

Chow and Yeoh also commend-
ed volunteers and government
agencies like the Penang Water
Supply Corporation (PBAPP), po-
lice and Fire and Rescue Depart-
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and others posing with the MBPP Dragon Boat team members.

ment personnel for making the
event a success.

Yeoh added that for next year,
the Penang Dragon Boat Regatta
would be held on June 1314
while the Penang International
Dragon Boat Festival would be
held on Dec 5-6.

To get the mood going before
the opening ceremony, two zumba
instructors put the participants
through the paces.

The participants and visitors
were then treated to a captivating

Egypt team manager Ehab Gouda and his wife, Mary Lai

lion dance by a local troupe.

After the speeches by Yeoh
and Chow, the chief minister per-
formed the traditional eye-dotting
ceremony.

Among those present at the
opening ceremony were state ex-
ecutive councillor Chong Eng, Te-
luk Bahang assemblyman Zolkifly
Md Lazim, Air [tam assemblyman
Joseph Ng, Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk Yew
Tung Seang, MBPP secretary Da-
tuk Addnan Mohd Razali, Tourism
and Culture Ministry Penang direc-
tor Jonathan Freddy Bagang.

f! Participants

\ doing their
N | warm-up to
"\ prepare for
‘ } their race at
the Penang
' International

Dragon Boat
Festival.

from Hong Kong, lead the all-women Egyptian team to make

their debut in Penang.




campalg
to stop
violence
against
women
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that it is not alone in its journey to fight
and stop violence against women.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said they
are honoured to have strategic partners,
sponsors and collaborators working hand-
in-hand with them in the journey.

“It is your unreserved support that we
are able to reach communities from di-
verse age groups and backgrounds in the
‘Penang Goes Orange’ campaign,” Chow
said when he officiated the closing ceremo-
ny of the campaign at the Escape Theme
Park in Teluk Bahang on Dec 7.

He added that the state government has
been organising the PGO campaigns to-
gether with Penang Women’s Development
Corporation on a yearly basis.

“Since 2014, we in Penang have never
stop growing our voices to end violence
against women and girls.

“Women’s rights are a fundamental part
of human rights. The basic right of any hu-
man being is to be free from any form of
violence.

“Thus, you are doing the right thing to

THE Penang government is thankful

Chow (centre), Chong Eng (on Chow’s left),
posing with other guests and participants
of the ‘Penang Goes Orange’ campaign.

be here to support the call to stop gender-
based violence, especially against women
and girls.

“For PGO2019 campaign, we had the
PGO launch with a 2.6km walk with close
to 5,000 supporters.

“Now, we are having PGO closing at Es-
cape Theme Park with 1,000 youths,” he
commented.

Also present were Chong Eng, the state
executive councillor in charge of Women
and Family Development, Gender Inclusive-
ness and Religions Other than Islam Com-
mittee, Teluk Bahang assemblyman Zolkifly
Md Lazim, PWDC chief executive officer
Ong Bee Leng and Sim Leisure CEO Sim
Choo Kheng.

Chong Eng said of all 384 rape cases re-
ported in Penang from 2014 to 2018, 212
victims were teenagers between 13 and
15 years old. That constitutes a staggering
55.2% of the total rape cases.

“This is the reason why the PGO cam-
paign must reach communities of all ages
and backgrounds.

“For the past month, PWDC has col-

Some of the youths taking a wefie before joining in the ‘Penang Goes Or-
ange’ campaign.
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laborated with 20 ADUNS (state constitu-
encies) and six colleges to conduct 28

PGO roadshows in community areas such added.

as markets, community centres, colleges
and parks to raise public awareness, “she
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Hotel association

signs three
MoUs to boost

tourism

HE Malaysian Association
Tof Hotels (MAH) has signed
three Memoranda of Under-
standing (MoUs) with industry
players to kick off “Visit Malaysia
Year 2020”, spearheading the in-
dustry’s efforts to drive tourism.
MAH inked the MoUs with Inter-
national College of Music (ICOM),
Association of Local Authorities’
Enforcement Officers (PESAMA)
and Select-TV Solutions Sdn Bhd

(Select TV) in a gathering of ho-
teliers, industry partners, govern-
ment agencies and members of
the media at the brand new Pres-
tige Hotel at Church Street Ghaut
in George Town on Dec 6.

MAH chief executive officer
Yap Lip Seng said the MoU with
ICOM would see the latter bridg-
ing expertise, education and net-
work from the music, audio, video
and lighting industry to the hotel

Raschada (second from left) in a group plcture with some
guests present at the reception.

Penang, Thailand
share close bond

PENANG cherishes the long-
standing and warm relationship
with Thailand, says Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

“l would like to commend the ac-
tive involvement of the Royal Thai
Consulate General in organising
various programmes in Penang.

“I am looking forward to more
opportunities in strengthening the
bond shared by Penang and Thai-
land.

“Not only that, | also hope that
Penang and Thailand will keep on
progressing economically and cul-
turally,” Chow said at the reception
held on Dec 6 in conjunction with
Thailand’s National Day and also
the birthday of the late King Bhumi-
bol Adulyade;.

The late King Bhumibol’s birth-
day (Dec 5) was also marked as
Father's Day in Thailand as he was

seen by many as the symbolic fa-
ther of the Thais.

The consul-general of Thailand
in Penang, Raschada Jiwalai, said
Malaysia and Thailand have been
enjoying a fruitful relationship in
many aspects.

“I would like to convey my ap-
preciation to the Chief Minister as
well as the state government for
the support given to the Royal Thai
Consulate General throughout the
year,” Raschada said.

Also present were state Tour-
ism Development, Heritage, Cul-
ture and Arts Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin, Republic of Indone-
sia consulgeneral lwanshah Wibi-
sono, Japan consulgeneral Shin-
ichiro Kanoya, People’s Republic
of China consulgeneral Lu Shiwei,
and members of the consular corps
in Penang.

(From left) Cheah, Bagang, Kamaruddin, Irene, Goh and Tun Zanini posing for a photograph

after the signing of the MoUs.

industry.

On the MoU with PESAMA, Yap
explained the importance of en-
forcement and its officers working
together to uphold local laws and
regulations.

“We share the same objectives
of a fair and level tourism industry
playing field, and both are com-
mitted to support each other’s
efforts and activities,” Yap said.

The event also saw the launch
of MAH’s own travel channel for
hotels, Discover Malaysia.

MAH president Kamaruddin Ba-
harin said under the partnership,
MAH and Select TV would be pro-
ducing their own “Visit Malaysia”
initiative through an exclusive ho-
tel TV channel featuring specially
curated content of destinations in
Malaysia, attractions, event high-
lights, food and other tourism re-
lated videos.

“Our very own channel, Dis-
cover Malaysia, through our part-
nership with Select TV, will be pro-
vided free of charge to our over
1,000 hotel members. We want
to ensure that hotel guests do
not miss out on anything, we want
them to see and experience what
Malaysia has got to offer,” Kama-
ruddin said.

“MAH will also provide special
slots to Tourism Malaysia to fea-
ture their promotional videos on
the channel.”

He said Discover Malaysia
would also be made available
to tourism stakeholders, either
to broadcast or to feature their
unique products and services.

The initiative is set to attract
over 15 million viewers a year. A
preview of the channel is made
available on You Tube link http://
you.be/htRpSBSDyPo

At the function, MAH Penang
Chapter chairman Khoo Boo Lim
also welcomed Wesley Hotel from
Bukit Mertajam and Macalister
Hotel by PHC from George Town
as the association’s new mem-
bers.

Wesley Hotel was represented
by its CEO Adrian Praveen while
Macalister Hotel was represented
by its manager Tang Kooi Leng.

Khoo later livened up the eve-
ning by rendering a song “Per-
fect” beautifully and was warmly
applauded for his effort.

Among those present were
MAH immediate past president
Sam Cheah, ICOM president and
chief executive officer Irene Sava-
ree, Select TV president C.S. Goh,
PESAMA president Tun Zanini and
Tourism and Culture Ministry
Penang director Jonathan Freddy
Bagang.
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Hospital
launches

latest

radioth
facility

uStory by Danny Ooi
=Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

NEW state-of-the-art radio-
therapy treatment facility,
nown as Elekta Versa HD,

has been launched at Gleneagles
Penang.

State Agriculture and Agro-
Based Industry, Rural Develop-
ment and Health Committee chair-
man Dr Afif Bahardin said he was
glad that the hospital has invested
in the facility at its cancer centre.

“This will help cater to the grow-
ing healthcare needs of the medi-
cal tourism,” Afif said when he and
Governor Tun Abdul Rahman Ab-
bas launched the facility on Dec 3.

“The high quality treatment,
accessibility, cutting-edge technol-
ogy, state-ofthe-art facility and
competitive costs are among the
factors that continue to position

erapy

Gleneagles Penang as a preferred
medical treatment destination
globally.

“I'look forward to seeing posi-
tive progress in the medical fra-
ternity and, more importantly,
every level of society having ac-
cess to high-quality healthcare
in the years to come,” Afif said,
adding cancer is a major health
problem in Malaysia.

According to the Malaysian
Study on Cancer Survival 2018
report, he said cancer is the
fourth leading cause of deaths
and is estimated to rise to more
than 55,000 newly diagnosed
cancer cases by 2030.

The Women, Family and Com-
munity Development Ministry, he
said, reported the highest rate
of breast cancer among women
in Penang with 50 cases per
100,000 women.

He added that the state gov-

Abdul Rahman (third from left) signing on the plaque during the launch of the Electra Versa
HD machine at Gleneagles Hospital. Looking on are Afif and other guests.

ernment aimed at building a ro-
bust community and that included
improving public health, strategis-
ing on the delivery of healthcare
services as well as promoting
health and wellbeing for all.

Also present were Gleneagles
Hospital Penang Board of Direc-
tors chairman Datuk Seri Dr Goh
Eng Toon, Gleneagles Penang
Medical Superintendent Dr Goh
Kay Wah and Gleneagles Hospi-
tal Penang chief operating officer
Yong Zi Ling and its consultant
oncologist & radiotherapist Da-
tuk Dr Adel Zaatar.

Yong said its Elekta Versa HD
is the latest radiation therapy
treatment system that is de-
signed to improve patient care
and treat a broader spectrum of
cancers.

‘Ola Bola’ film screening
to enhance unity

AUDIENCES from all walks
of life turned up to catch the
“Ola Bola” film screening at Pu-
lau Tikus on Dec 10.

Jointly organised by the con-
stituency’s office with the In-
formation Department, it was
aimed at fostering a closer
bond among the community.

Pulau Tikus assemblyman
Chris Lee Chun Kit said the lo-
cal film, which was a box office
hit, was showcased again to re-
live the glory days of Malaysian
football and the strong sense

of camaraderie among the play-
ers.

Lee said the local film
showed how important nation-
building was as the players
from different races fought for
one another to qualify for the
1980 Moscow Olympics.

“It shows the importance
of unity in a nation in order to
achieve something,” he said
before the film started.

Those who attended the
event were also given a pop-
corn treat.

Student and

AN 18vyearold student from
Straits International School (SIS)
in Bayan Lepas has been praised
for helping to raise funds for the
underprivileged children in Nepal
through the Dolpo Winter Clinic
(DWC).

Sungai Pinang assemblyman
Lim Siew Khim commended Jen-
ny Ooi for her compassion and
effort to help the needy.

“Her deeds and thoughts are
truly exemplary for others of her
age to emulate. This is even
more so as she juggles her time
between studies and her chari-
table activities in raising funds,”
Lim said when she officiated the
Dolpo Winter Clinic at Straits In-
ternational School on Dec 13.

“It's important to inculcate in
our young minds traits or values
like compassion, empathy, re-
sponsibility, leadership and cre-

Dolpo Winter Clinic lauded for community
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Lim (third from left) and Ooi (fo

urth from left) and other guests coming together at the press

conference held at Straits International School.

ativity.
“Schools  should not just
churn out future workforce but

also mould the young with the
necessary skills to do good for
the world,” Lim said.
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“Ooi’s sense of responsibility
to take charge speaks volumes
of her leadership potential and

service

her many creative ways of raising
funds for her cause with the help
of those around her.

“I look forward to hearing
more success and touching sto-
ries from Ooi when she returns to
Penang later,” she added.

Among those present were SIS
principal Karlie Walsh and Ooi.

QOoi, who has left for Nepal,
thanked everyone who contribut-
ed in one way or another to help
her to raise funds for DWC.

The DWC comes under the
Dolpo Tulku Charitable Founda-
tion, a charitable, non-profit,
secular and humanitarian organ-
isation.

It aims to provide free health-
care and medical assistance for
the less fortunate living in the
remote lower regions in Nepal
where medical attention is diffi-
cult to find.



New meeting

place opens
at IKEA Batu

Kawan

sStory by Riadz Akmal

another milestone on Dec 12

with the opening of its newest
meeting place at its store in Batu
Kawan.

IKEA Southeast Asia managing
director Christian Roejkjaer said
this is the first phase of its shop-
ping centre to welcome big name
retailers to Batu Kawan.

“With 80,000sq ft of leasing
space spread across four levels,
the retail extension promises to
create hundreds of new jobs and
become a hub of community life in
the Batu Kawan township.

“It is also a key component of
the masterplan for Aspen Vision
City which is a joint venture be-
tween IKEA Southeast Asia and
Malaysia’'s Aspen Group.

“There are more than 15 units
now open including some estab-
lished retailers such as Harvey
Norman, Sports Direct, Molly Fan-
tasy, Project Rock, 7-Eleven and
Tealive.

“With a 97% lease rate, the re-
tail arm provides a great base for
many more partners to join in the
coming years as the meeting place
grows.

“Thus, this is part of our mission
to go beyond just shopping but to
create fantastic meeting places for
everyone to come together,” Roejk-
jaer said in his speech during the
opening ceremony of the newest
meeting place at IKEA Batu Kawan

IKEA Southeast Asia reached

on Dec 12.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
praised the innovative approach
by IKEA Southeast Asia in making
Batu Kawan a vibrant place.

“Since its opening in March this
year, | have personally seen how
IKEA has changed the dynamics of
Batu Kawan.

“The IKEA team has worked
hard with the local authorities to
plan and push for improvements,
such as road networks to ensure
all businesses today are easily ac-
cessible.

“Thus, looking at the exciting
mix of tenants opening their doors
today, this new meeting place at
IKEA Batu Kawan will certainly be
a great day out for the entire family.

“This will no doubt, in my view,
be one of the key drivers to affirm
Batu Kawan’s position as one of
the most vibrant cities in the north-
ern region of Malaysia.

“The state government will also
continue to work closely and collec-
tively with the team at IKEA South-
east Asia and Aspen Group to es-
tablish Batu Kawan as a vibrant
metropolis,” Chow said.

Also present were IKEA South-
east Asia shopping centre and
mixed-use director Christian Olofs-
son, Deputy Head of Mission of
the Embassy of Sweden in Kuala
Lumpur Ola Pihlblad, Aspen Group
president and chief executive of-
ficer Datuk M. Murly and Aspen
Group executive deputy chairman
Datuk Seri Nazir Ariff Mushir Ariff.

flight.
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(From left) Ooi, Lu, Yeoh and Zainudd

in greeting a passenger who arrived on the inaugural

Direct Shenzhen flights to promote business, tourism exchanges

TRAVELLING to and from
Shenzhen is now made easier
with the start of direct flights to
the Chinese city via Shenzhen
Airlines — the fifth largest airline
in China.

The airline has opened its
new route to Penang, offer-
ing a four-time weekly flight on
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday.

Shenzhen Airlines Customer
Management Centre director
Zhang Yu said the direct flights
between Shenzhen and Pen-
ang would significantly promote
business and tourism exchang-
es between the two parties.

“Shenzhen  Airlines has
about 220 aircraft, operating
nearly 300 routes and trans-
porting nearly 80,000 passen-
gers per day.

“I remember that the route
from Shenzhen to Kuala Lumpur
is the first international route
of Shenzhen Airlines, hence,
there is a deep connection be-

tween Malaysia and Shenzhen
Airlines.

“The new route from Shen-
zhen to Penang is important for
us to widen our market in Ma-
laysia,” he said in his speech
after attending the reception
to mark Shenzhen Airlines’ in-
augural flight to Penang on Dec
18.

Penang Tourism Develop-
ment, Arts, Culture and Heri-
tage Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin said he was beyond
thrilled when he received the
great news pertaining to the di-
rect flights.

“I visited Shenzhen Airlines
in February to discuss and fa-
cilitate direct flights from Shen-
zhen to Penang. My office had
also followed up on the matter.

“With the aim of capitalising
on the direct flights, | have met
the Culture, Radio, Television
and Sports Bureau of Shenzhen
Municipality to exchange strate-
gic ideas to boost the tourism

market of Penang and Shen-
zhen,” Yeoh said in his speech
at the Penang International Air-
port.

Chinese consul-general to
Penang Lu Shiwei congratulated
the airline for its success.

“Travellers have been look-
ing forward to the direct flights
from Shenzhen to Penang and
vice versa,” he said.

A total of 153 passengers
were on the inaugural flight
from Shenzhen to Penang.

The airplane which landed at
5.27pm was welcomed with a
water salute to mark the spe-
cial event.

Also present were Penang
Global Tourism chief executive
officer Ooi Chok Yan, Malay-
sian Chinese Tourism Associa-
tion national president Datuk
Albert Tan, Malaysia Airports
airline marketing senior man-
ager Zainuddin Mohamed and
Pos Aviation line station head
Danny Ng.

Argentine author’s ‘love affair’ with Penang

HAVING travelled to so many countries
l and explored various states, Argentinian au-
thor-cumyjournalist Dr
Juan Braun still loves
Penang.

Each time he trav-
els to Penang, he
| would stay for about a
- month.

+  Little did he know
' that his trip to Penang

" this time would earn
him a chance to take
a memorable photo

on Dec 19.

with Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

He was about to order a chapati from a
food truck in Little India when Chow and his
team presented him with a 2020 calendar

A smiling Braun received the calendar,
took a nice photo and had a light moment
with the Chief Minister.

“What | love most about Penang are the
smiles. The people here love to smile.

“I have met with wonderful people in Pen-
ang; people who are pleasant and friendly.

“I love Penang so much that | wrote about
Penang in my book ‘Jaguar ILLUMINATI!: Go

to Indial’. There are two chapters in the
book which featured Penang and Melaka,”
Braun said.

He said he would be in Penang for about

a month before leaving for Kuching, Sanda-

kan and Brunei.

Chow and the volunteers from Padang
Kota service centre and Lebuh Chulia Vil-
lage Community Management Council (MP-
KK) toured Little India to distribute the cal-
endars to traders and visitors there.

He also surprised visitors at the Wonder-
food Museum and took some cute photos
with the largerthan-life ‘food’ displays.
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