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ENANG is set to see a more vi-
Pbrant economy this year with

more job opportunities to be gen-
erated.

On the first day of the year 2020,
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
many infrastructure projects are sched-
uled to take off this year.

“It will spur the economy and bring
the state to greater heights.

“Among these are the Penang Inter-
national Airport and Swettenham Pier
Cruise Terminal expansion projects, the
Package Two road project, the Gurney
Wharf, and the Bayan Lepas Light Rail
Transit (LRT) project.

“Things are moving though some of
the work may not have started. Among
them are the signing of agreements
and the tender processes,” Chow told
a press conference after taking part in
the City Walk 2020 at the Esplanade
on Jan 1.

On a separate matter, Chow said the
state practises transparency.

“We have nothing to hide with regard
to the bypass road project affecting 19
burial plots at a cemetery in Batu Lan-
chang Lane.

“It was listed in the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) report and
the report was available for public view-
ing during the public display period,” he
said.

It was reported that 11 of the affect-
ed 19 burial plots would remain at the
cemetery, with a special access path to
be built for family members; while re-
mains in the other eight affected plots
would be relocated.

The event saw more than 5,000 par-
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We have nothing to hide
with regard to the bypass

road project - CHOW

ing, Chulia Street, Penang Road and Ar-
menian Street before ending in Beach
Street.

ticipants taking part in the Skm-walk.
They started at the Esplanade, pass-
ing through Jalan Masjid Kapitan Kel-
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Judging by the exuberance on their
faces, these participants can’t wait
for the walk to be flagged off.

Earlier, Chow expressed his grati-
tude to the people for joining the eighth
edition of the event.

He was glad to see people from all
walks of life coming together to join the
healthy walk on first day of the year.

Also present were Chow’s wife Tan
Lean Kee, several state executive coun-
cil members and state assemblymen.
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Penang kicks off 2020 in style
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HE Esplanade grounds
Tcame alive when hordes of

people from all walks of life
thronged the first-ever Penang
Grand Parade 2020 that was
held on New Year’s Day.

The grand parade started at
Gurney Drive at around 6pm,
passing through Jalan Sultan Ah-
mad Shah and Farquhar Street
before ending at the Esplanade
at about 8.15pm.

Visitors were entertained with
some eye-catching performances
by the participants from a variety
of 20 cultural groups and asso-
ciations, including some bands.

Some colourful and decorated
floats that were specially de-
signed could also be seen during
the night procession that also
marked the start of the “Experi-
ence Penang Year 2020” (EPY
2020).

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who graced the event, said
the state government was offi-
cially launching the campaign of
Experience Penang Year 2020,
themed “The Diversity of Asia”,
to boost the state’s tourism in-
dustry.

“Through this campaign, the
state government is committed
to presenting a variety of tourism
elements in terms of arts and
cultural heritage, food diversity,
the uniqueness of George Town
as a Unesco World Heritage Site
and a variety of interesting trea-
sures available in the state.

“Based on statistics from Ma-

Chow (centre), Phee (third from left), Yeoh (fifth from left), Yew (sixth from left) and Ong
(second from right) together with other VIPs taking part in the soft launch of the ‘Experience

Penang International Coastal Run 2020’.

laysian Airports Holdings Bhd
(MAHB), the passenger move-
ments until November last year

(2019) recorded 7,555,275 pas-
sengers which is 7.43% growth
compared to the same period

The dragon dance
was one of the high-
lights at the event.

in 2018 at 7,032,974 passen-
gers,” Chow said in his speech
during the event on Jan 1.
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“Another statistic from Pen-
ang Port Sdn Bhd (PPSB) also
shows the total amount of cruise
ship passengers to Penang re-
corded an increase of 32.71%
from 258,478 passengers in
October 2018 to 343,039 pas-
sengers in October last year.

“Thus, | believe 2020 will be
another year that we can achieve
great success in promoting Pen-
ang to domestic and internation-
al tourists.

“And | hope that EPY 2020
would be a great success and all
the people in Penang will work
together with the state govern-
ment to ensure that year 2020
will be a successful year for the
tourism industry in Penang,”

Chow added he was proud
that people from different back-
grounds and religions gathered
to celebrate the New Year in
peace and harmony.

Also present was State Tour-
ism Development, Arts, Culture
and Heritage Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin.

At the Esplanade, the visitors
also enjoyed some exciting per-
formances by popular comedian
and actor Gurmit Singh through
his popular character as ‘Phua
Chu Kang’, and UK Bhangra
Award winner Kamal Chopra be-
fore the event ended with a mag-
nificent fireworks display.

Also present were state Wel-
fare, Caring Society, and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh, Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk Yew
Tung Seang and Batu Lancang
assemblyman Ong Ah Teong.
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lers welcomed 2020 in style at

the state’s tallest iconic tower,
Komtar!

The exciting New Year's Eve
Countdown Party started as early
as 8pm, with non-stop music and
dance performances by Chakora
Band and The TOP dancers.

Those who arrived early did
not miss the opportunity to take
memorable photos with the Hap-
py New Year 2020 backdrop at
Window of The TOP in Komtar.

Penang Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said the state was listed by CNN
Travel in June as one of the best
destinations for visitors to enjoy
the ultimate Asia experience.

“Penang is the ultimate holi-
day destination. We offer our visi-
tors beyond sun and beach.

“We have exciting events hap-

IT was a party mood as revel-

By Azmi Hussin
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The VIPs and|performers taking a group photo
after the launching:ceremony of the Visit]
Malaysia 2020!(Penang state level).

the state’s main economic con-
tributors.

“People love Penang. We re-
ceived an alltime high of 7.79
million passengers in 2018, an

pening all year round and we have
an amazing diversity in culture,
heritage, arts, food as well as
natural surroundings.

“The tourism sector is one of

increase from 7.2 million passen-
gers welcomed in 2017,” he said
in his speech at the party on Dec
31, last year.
Yeoh said that the ‘Experience
Penang 2020’ campaign by
Penang Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage (Pet-
ach) was aimed at welcoming
more visitors to Penang with ex-
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The TOP dancers showing
off'their dance moyves.

citing features and events in the
year 2020.

“We hope to showcase the
state’s splendour in nature, cul-
ture, heritage, food, and the arts
through the ‘Experience Penang
2020’,” he said.

Yeoh also lauded The TOP
Penang for being an active tour-
ism industry player.

Also present were state Youth
and Sports Committee chairman
Soon Lip Chee, Ministry of Tour-
ism, Arts and Culture Malaysia
(MOTAC) Penang director Jona-
than Freddy Bagang, Penang
Global Tourism chief executive
officer Ooi Chok Yan, Tourism Ma-
laysia (northern region) director
Ahmad Husni Ahmad Basri, OWG
Group Holdings Berhad founder
and chief executive officer Tan Sri
Richard Koh and chief operating
officer Puan Sri Jean Koh.

The VIPs jointly launched the
Visit Malaysia 2020 (Penang
state level) during the event, be-
fore the night capped off with a
grand fireworks display.
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Chow with Jagdeep, Phee and Yew (right) congratulating the newy-appointed MBPP councillors.

Serve diligently,
councillors advised

uStory by Edmund Lee
=Pix by Chan Kok Kuan

HIEF Minister Chow Kon
CYeow told the newly sworn-

in Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) councillors to
shoulder their responsibility in a
good manner.

He advised the 24 appointed
councilors to play their respec-
tive roles effectively in serving
the people from Jan 1 to Dec 31
this year.

“Each councillor has his own
responsibility to uphold and they
should be ready to serve the
people.

“MBPP is one of the local au-
thorities that is nearest to the
people. Therefore, the council
should do its best for the people.

“The council plays an impor-
tant role,” he said in his speech
during the swearing-in ceremony
in City Hall on Jan 10.

Present were Deputy Chief

Minister | Datuk Ahmad Zakiyud-
din Abdul Rahman, state Local
Government, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo,
MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang, MBPP secretary Datuk
Addnan Mohd Razali and state
secretary Datuk Abdul Razak
Jaafar.

A total of 24 councillors were
sworn in during the symbolic cer-
emony.

MBPP’s Financial Manage-
ment Committee alternate chair-
man Wong Yuee Harng, when
met, told Buletin Mutiara that
the council was looking forward
to encouraging people using a
cashless system.

“It is a way to go in this era.
Penang is leading towards be-
coming a cashless society and
the council will go all out to sup-
port the state in this initiative,”
he said.

Over at Seberang Perai City

Council (MBSP), a total of 24
councillors were sworn in at the
MBSP headquarters in Bandar
Perda, Bukit Mertajam on Jan
11.

The ceremony was held before
Chow and MBSP mayor Datuk
Rozali Mohamud.

In his speech, Chow stressed
that local councils, state govern-
ment and state agencies played
an important role in bringing
Penang to greater heights since
2008.

“Although Penang has only
two city councils, the state has
continued to receive praise from
councils in other states for its
achievements.

“I wish to take the opportu-
nity to express my gratitude to
the mayor and councillors for
their service rendered all these
years,” he said.

Chow also reminded appoint-
ed councillors to carry out their
tasks diligently.

New faces raring to go

A TOTAL of 11 new faces from
various backgrounds have been
selected as the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) councillors for the
year 2020.

The newcomers were among 24
councillors who were sworn in at
the City Hall in Esplanade on Jan
10.

Buletin Mutiara managed to
speak to a few of
them.
sAlan Lim Wei
Lun, 33, (lawyer)

“I am grate-
ful to be given a
chance to serve
the people. This

assignment is not an easy task. |
need to quickly learn and deliver
my best.

“Enforcement is something that
needs to be improved so that any
council policy is carried out effi-
ciently.

“Nevertheless, | am also keen
to look on how to strengthen the
existing local bylaws.”
"Abdul Latif Mo-
hamad, 49, (spe-
cial officer to Balik
Pulau MP and
Deputy Minister of
Tourism, Arts and
Culture  Muham-
mad Bakthiar Wan

Chik)

“I am ready to shoulder this
commitment without any fear.

“Councillors act as an interme-
diary between the local assembly-
men and the community.

“The task given to us is impor-
tant as we need to tackle the local
issues facing the people.

“These local issues need to be
addressed efficient-
ly to ensure that the
people in the neigh-
bourhood live com-
fortably.”

"Muhd Khairul Mo-
hd Ali, 33,
| am was thank-

Ready to serve Seberang
Peral community

EIGHT new faces are among 24
Seberang Perai city councillors
picked by the state government to
serve from Jan 1 to Dec 31 this
year.

This was announced by state
Local Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo dur-
ing a press conference at Komtar
on Jan 8.

They are Zainuddin Mohamed,
Ahmad Rizal Abdul Hamid, S.
Galaimani, Fahmi Zainol (all from
PKR), Chee Yeeh Keen (DAP), Mu-
hamad Suzuki Ahmad (Amanah),
Siti Shahanis Md Sharif (NGO
— Persatuan Komuniti Harapan
Pulau Pinang) and Tan Choo Eng
(NGO — Penang Forum).

The swearing-in ceremony for
the MBSP councillors took place
on Jan 11.

Buletin Mutiara managed to in-
terview some of them and below
are their views:
=Fahmi Zainol, 29, (special offi-
cer to Permatang Pauh MP Nurul
Izzah Anwar)

“The appointments prove that
the state government prioritises
youth and wants them to get in-
volved in strengthening the execu-
tion of policies and improving ef-
ficiency in services.

“When | heard YB Jagdeep’s
announcement that the percent-
age of youths in both city councils
is at 8%, | knew this will be a great
platform for the youth to repre-
sent the Seberang Perai commu-
nity and voice out their concerns.

“Furthermore, | grew up here.
So, it will be easier for me to iden-
tify things that need to be high-
lighted in Seberang Perai.”
=Ahmad Rizal Abdul Hamid, 45,
(lawyer)

“I would like to ensure that MB-
SP can provide better and quality
services after having obtained city
council status recently.

“My focus will be on job op-
portunities and matters related to

ful for this appointment and to be
given chance to serve.

“I will strive to play a pivotal
role in ensuring the best for the
people.

“I may not be perfect but |
will look into the people’s con-
cerns on transport and local
issues.

“Everything needs to be re-
solved at the local level,” he
said.
sAndrew Chua Thian Chai,

economy, social, health and com-
munity welfare.

“What is the point of being
awarded with the city council sta-
tus if the community is suffering
from those issues? These are the
things that | want to highlight.”

=S, Galaimani, 41, (Sungai
Bakap assemblyman Dr Amar Pr-
itpal’s publicity officer)

“As an officer to the Sungai
Bakap assemblyman, | already
have a lot of experience especially
in serving the Sungai Bakap com-
munity.

“Now that | have been ap-
pointed an MBSP councillor, | can
use that experience to benefit the
Seberang Perai community, espe-
cially the Sungai Bakap folk.

“Among the things that | will fo-
cus on are issues related to traffic
congestion in Sungai Bakap as |
have received a lot of complaints
on that.”
=Zainuddin Mohamed, 35, (Ke-
pala Batas PKR division Angkatan
Muda Keadilan chief)

“l want to highlight some criti-
cal issues in Kepala Batas area,
such as drainage and sewer sys-
tem, and road repairs or upgrades
in Kampung Selamat, Kampung
Paya HKeladi and Permatang
Tinggi.

“Besides that, | do receive a
few complaints from the commu-
nity in Kepala Batas about the
grass cutting schedule.

“For this first term, | hope | can
help solve the issues raised by
the residents here.”
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\ £ “It is a great

responsibility to
be a councillor.
“We need to accept criti-
cisms and serve the people
wholeheartedly.
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ENANG is heading towards
Pa cashless society as eWal-

let is being promoted to
facilitate payment within the local
market.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said he welcomed the transforma-
tion that would take place when
he officially launched the Touch ‘n
Go eWallet at the Hin Bus Depot in
George Town on Jan 3.

The digital payment method can
now be done at stalls and hawker
joints along key heritage streets in
George Town such as Chowrasta
Market, Armenian Street, Nagore
Street as well as in Pulau Tikus
and Tanjung Tokong.

“Today, we are opening the
‘cashless’ doors for all Penang-
ites, consumers and merchants
alike, from the more established
big merchants to SMEs, traders
and the roadside stalls and ma-
maks,” Chow said in his speech.

“I am thrilled to see many of our
local businesses adopt and imple-
ment the Touch ‘n Go eWallet as
the digital payment mode helps
them innovate and stay relevant in
the current market landscape.

“This is a terrific initiative by
Touch ‘n Go eWallet to elevate Pen-
ang to greater digjtal heights.

“It will be instrumental in cham-
pioning the local community, both
consumers and businesses, to-
wards adopting a cashless life-
style!”

Chow said the Federal Govern-
ment was encouraging Malaysians
to embrace a digital payment life-
style through its recent ‘e-Tunai
Rakyat’ initiative.

Through the initiative, a one-off
allocation of RM30 is given to each
eligible Malaysian via the Touch ‘n
Go eWallet (as one of its partners)
starting from Jan 15 to March 14.

Chow admitted that he had ini-
tial doubts about the change to a
cashless way of life; but after hear-
ing and experiencing it himself just
how easy and convenient going
cashless is, he is all for it.

He even proclaimed Touch ‘n
Go’s tagline, “Penang Wa Lai Li-
ow” (loosely translated as ‘Penang
here | Come’, in his speech.

Penang, he said, is on the cusp
of a digital transformation; espe-
cially with the launch of the inclu-
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Penang going
cashless

sive and holistic ‘Penang2030’
vision.

It is a dynamic action plan that
focuses on improving liveability,
the economy, civic participation
and balanced development to
achieve a ‘Family-focused Green
and Smart State that Inspires the
Nation.’

“In line with our existing plan,
this partnership with Touch ‘n Go
eWallet could not have come at a

. sl

Delicious char koay teow, poh piah and satay for sale via Touch ‘n Go eW.

launch of the app at Hin Bus Depot.

more opportune time — with cash-
less transactions eliminating the
need for paper receipts.

“It is my vision to propel Penang
further in becoming a smart and
connected city at the forefront, in-
spiring the nation towards greater
advancement in every aspect,”
Chow said.

Touch ‘n Go Digital chief ex-
ecutive officer Ignatius Ong said
they wanted to play their part in
enabling people to live
; g )

L by 50 .
h

[T
TR

Some of the customers showing the Touch ‘n Go eWallet app they used from their mobile

more seamless, connected lives.

As such, he said they saw it fit-
ting to branch out of Klang Valley
and look into penetrating across
the nation and making Touch ‘n Go
eWallet an app that is readily avail-
able for all kinds of transactions.

He said they were looking at
tripling their merchant base in
Penang, doubling their existing
110,000 merchants nationwide
and increasing their

seven million users '

per
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Chow (third from right) and Ong (thirdifrom'left)
launching the Touch ‘n Go eWallet. With'them are
(from left) Soon, Teh, -Zairil and Wong.

allet during the

cent within this year.

“We're passionate about edu-
cating Malaysians on the cashless
way forward and we're very excit-
ed about our #ClassicGoesCash-
less efforts, specifically curated
for Penangites.

“Touch ‘n Go eWallet is the first
and only eWallet that is enabling
a more inclusive cashless system
in this historic city (Penang). We're
working with the state government
to champion a thriv-
ing economy — one

&
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phones to buy laksa from a seller (left) at the Hin Bus Depot after its launch.

» Flood Mitigation

that is cashless and inclusive.”

Ong, a former Firefly CEO,
added that since they had started
their efforts in Penang in 2018,
they have established partner-
ships with local startups MULA
and DeliverEat.

“It is important to reach out to
smaller, homegrown merchants
such as the stall operators and
hawker{joints so that we can in-
troduce them to a digital payment
system.

“We aim to help them inno-
vate and keep up with the latest
consumer trends and further stay
competitive in the current market
landscape.”

In response to a reporter’s
question about security features,
Ong said Touch ‘n Go eWallet is
very safe to use and even assured
of money back guarantee if a quick
investigation shows that it is not
caused by the user’'s negligence
or fault.

In case of a lost handphone,
Ong advised users to quickly bor-
row another person’s handphone
to log into his (borrower’s) ac-
count which would automati-
cally log out the account from
the lost handphone.

Also present at the
launching ceremony were
state Works, Utilities and

Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari, Kom-
' tar assemblyman Teh Lai Heng,
who is also Chow’s political sec-

retary, Penang Island City Council

councillor Wong Yuee Harng and
Touch ‘n Go chief financial officer
Wilson Soon.

After the launch, Chow and
the invited guests went about
the former bus depot to check
out several stalls selling local
L delights such as char koay te-
ow, laksa, satay and ais kacang
and purchasing them via the
Touch ‘n Go eWallet.




with a twist

OULD you like to enjoy
some physical activity,
indulge in some deli-

cious food and have some nice
photographs taken along some
scenic spots in Penang?

If so, the inaugural “Expe-
rience Penang International
Coastal Run 2020” to be held
at the Queensbay Mall outdoor
car park on March 15 is an
event not to be missed.

Organised by the Penang
State Exco for Tourism, Arts,
Culture and Heritage (PETACH),
the event has two categories —
the 11.5km Run for adults and
the 5km Run for family and chil-
dren.

PETACH chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin said the new event is an
outgrowth of the 10km Run of
the Penang Bridge Internation-
al Marathon organised by the
state government through PET-
ACH.

He added that it was crafted
to capture the untapped dyna-
mism of Penang and would be
used as a mechanism to high-
light one of Penang’s unique

selling point, “Penang — A Great
Place to Live.”

“They are fun runs and non-
competitive. They are designed
to attract all levels of partici-
pants and not just for serious
long-distance runners,” Yeoh
said.

“We combine sports tourism,
culinary tourism and cultural
tourism into one event. It's also
a family-focused activity.

“One of the highlights of the
fun run is that there will be
five food tasting stations along
the coastal route of the run
dispensing free Penang street
food. It's a whole new experi-
ence for participants to be en-
gaged in a healthy activity and
be involved in Penang’s favou-
rite pastime — eating!

“There will also be cultural
stations and photo walls of
iconic places of Penang for the
participants to truly experience
Penang while running.”

Both runs will start and fin-
ish at Persiaran Bayan Indah.

Runners for the 11.5km Run
will head towards the Sultan

First coastal nun..
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Yeoh (Ieft) and Teoh showing the posters for the inaugural ‘Experience Penang Coastal Run’,
at the press conference in Komtar.

Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah
Bridge (2nd Bridge) and turn
back before the Batu Maung
roundabout while the 5km par-
ticipants will turn back around
the Keysight Technologies.

Yeoh said PETACH will also
contribute towards reducing
carbon footprint by giving away
recyclable collapsible cups for
participants (in race pack) to
bring along with them during
the run.

The run’s project manager
Grace Teoh Koon Gee said they
expected 10,000 participants
for the 11.5km Run and 2,000
for the 5km Run.

“Every participant who fin-
ishes within the three hours for
these two runs will receive an e-
certificate of participation and
a finishing medal.

“Every child, from six to 12
years old, must be accompa-
nied by a parent.”

Closing date for entries is
Feb 15.

The registration fee for the
11.5km run is RM60 for early
birds and RM80 after the first
2,000 entries while rates for
the 5km run range from RM90
to RM260 depending on the
number of participants in the
family team.

For further details, visit
https:///www.epcoastalrun.

gov.my/

Quality development
awaits Seberang Perai

SEBERANG Perai is on its way to
becoming a destination of choice
for investors and tourists.

Poised to be the new heart of
Seberang Perai, the GEM Soho
development project is aimed at
introducing modern living spaces
with an amazing view.

The project under Regata Ma-
ju Sdn Bhd, a joint development
between Belleview Group and
LTC Group, is located in Jalan
Baru, Prai.

Belleview Group managing di-
rector Datuk Sonny Ho said the
project, situated on a 5.34-acre
land, is scheduled to be complet-
ed in 2022.

“The GEM Soho comprises
four apartment blocks and 15
commercial shops. The four resi-
dential blocks are named after
gemstones — Coral, Ruby, Sap-
phire and Diamond.

“There are 978 residential
units (ranging from 441sq ft to
1,445sq ft) in total, and each
block consists of 38 storeys.

The GEM Soho is a freehold de-
velopment project with a total
gross development value (GDV)
of RM600 million,” he said in
his speech before taking part in
the ground-breaking ceremony of
GEM Soho at GEM Sales Gallery
in Jalan Baru, Prai, on Jan 6.

Ho added the GEM Soho
would be the first transit-oriented
development (TOD) in Seberang
Perai.

He said the GEM Soho de-
velopment project was part of
a 20-acre master development
project which also includes the
GEM Mall and a hotel.

The construction work of GEM
Mall and the hotel would likely
begin later this year.

“The works are also to be
completed in 2022,” he said.

Ho believed that the entire de-
velopment would transform Se-
berang Perai; introducing modern
living standards, mega shopping
experience and impressive 4-star
hotel facilities.

Ho (left) briefing Chow regarding the GEM Soho development project as Ramasamy (third
from left) and H'ng (second row, left) look on.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who attended the ceremony,
said the project could elevate the
standard of living in Seberang
Perai.

“The state government is com-
mitted to transforming Seberang
Perai into an international city
and the destination of choice for
investors, tourists and locals.

“We envision a vibrant Se-
berang Perai — a place to live,
work and play,” he said.

Also present were the consul-
general of China to Penang Lu
Shiwei, Deputy Chief Minister
Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy, state
Welfare, Caring Society, and En-
vironment Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh, Seberang Perai

City Council (MBSP) mayor Datuk
Rozali Mohamud, Jawi assembly-
man Jason H'ng Mooi Lye and
Bagan Dalam assemblyman Sa-
tees Muniandy.

For further details, visit the
sales gallery from 9am to 9pm
on weekdays and 10am to
9pm on weekends; or call 04-
3979999/016-4226565.
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Moroter
HE Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) has con-
verted Jalan  Khidmat

(nearby Jalan Tanjong Bungah
and Jalan Lembah Permai) to
one-way to ease the traffic flow
in the area.

Bukit Bendera MP Wong Hon
Wai thanked the council for its
initiative in introducing the one-
way traffic system in Jalan Khid-
mat which is a busy area.

“Apart from this area, | hope
MBPP’s Infrastructure and Traf-

\R]

fic committee will also look into
areas such as Tanjong Bungah
and Mount Erskine public mar-
kets to solve the traffic woes
over there,” Wong said during his
visit to the site on Dec 24.

MBPP councilor Kaliyappan
P. Renganathan said the coun-
cil had received numerous com-
plaints from residents in the
neighbourhood regarding the
traffic congestion in Jalan Khid-
mat.

“The complaints were mainly
about motorists who refused to
obey traffic rules.

“The one-way traffic system

Lim, accompanied by state assemblymen, visiting the
Second Penang Bridge in Bayan Lepas.

Good news for
MOtOorISts

MORE motorists are ex-
pected to use the Sultan
Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah
Bridge following the reduc-
tion of toll rate for cars.

“The toll rate is reduced
from RM8.50 to RM7.

“We foresee that more mo-
torists would be using the
Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam
Shah Bridge, hence, dispers-
ing the traffic volume on the
Penang Bridge,” Finance Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng told a
press conference in Bayan
Lepas on Jan 1.

“This will also help to pro-
mote economic growth in Ba-

tu Kawan,” he added.

The Budget 2020 tabled
by Lim last Oct 11 saw the
toll rate for Class 1 private
vehicles at the Sultan Abdul
Halim Mu’adzam Shah Bridge
reduced from RM8.50 to RM7
beginning Jan 1 this year.

It was part of the stan-
dardisation exercise of toll
charges for Class 1 private
vehicles.

A total of 9.7 million ve-
hicles used the Sultan Abdul
Halim Mu’adzam Shah Bridge
in 2018 while 9.5 million us-
ers were recorded from Janu-
ary to November last year.
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Jalan Khidmat'is
now one-way

/ : : L

Kaliyappan (second from left) and Wong (third from left) posing in front of the no entry

signage at Jalan Khidmat.

will go on trial for three months
starting from today (Dec 24),”
he added.

“On top of that, we will be

adding 10 car park lots besides
rearranging the existing ones.
“The parking lots will be made

in a slanting manner to accom-

A :

modate more parking space,”
said Kaliyappan, who also added
that there are now 34 car park
lots in the area.
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Hope for

abuse victims
at WCC

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Alvie Cheng

EEKING justice in court is
Sthe best solution for any

victim of domestic violence
or sexual assault, says Women'’s
Centre for Change (WCC) president
Susan Siew (pix).

“However, the victims need to
undergo various legal procedures
as well as produce medical reports
to explain the crime. They need to

be mentally and emotional strong
to do this.

“It will not be an easy task, let
it be for an adult or a child to come
forward and take such actions,”
Siew said in a recent interview at
WCC on Jalan Burmah.

According to Siew, this year
WCC will be entering its 25th year
in 2020 while Pusat Perkhidmatan
Wanita (PPW) was established 10
years ago.

PPW was set up with the coop-
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eration of nongovernmental or-
ganisations (NGOs) and the state
government and serves as a great
platform for victims.

“Since WCC is located on the
island, our services were limited
to those who are here but we were
aware that women and children
over in Seberang Perai were also in
need of our services.

“After Pakatan Harapan (PH)

.
I.Chlldrupart in the aware- i‘ {

nessjprogramme conducted b

SAY NO 10

took over the state government
in 2008, the then state execu-
tive councillor YB Lydia Ong
Kok Fooi along with YB Chong Eng
joined hands with WCC to find ways
improve the lives of women, chil-
dren and society in the state.

“Realising the importance of
having a service centre there
(Seberang Perai), PPW was es-
tablished through the collaboration
between WCC and state govern-
ment,” Siew added.

Siew added that the statistics
on the number of cases of domes-
tic violence and sexual assaults
collected from the Seberang Jaya
Hospital highlighted the need for
WCC services in Seberang Perai.

“Through this partnership, the
state government will provide the
funding, while WCC will manage the
staff as well as operate the centres
to assist the affected women and
children in Seberang Perai (Pen-
ang), Kedah and Perlis.

“The response towards PPW
is very encouraging, even women
from Kulim and Sungai Petani have
come to the centre for help and
guidance.

“The smart partnership with
the state government has allowed
us to reach out to thousands of
women, children and the local com-
munity in Seberang Perai as well
as Kedah, whereby each year, we
handle more than 200 different
cases,” she said.

Apart from that, Siew added
that the number of cases involv-
ing domestic violence and sexual
assault reported by the Seberang
Jaya Hospital is twice as much as
the ones reported by the Penang
Hospital.

“The establishment of the PPW
has enabled the WCC to expand its
advocacy work in the government
hospitals in Seberang Perai.

“For instance, the establish-
ment of the One Stop Crisis Center
(OSCC) at Seberang Jaya Hospital
in 2012 and the recent ones near
Kepala Batas Hospital and Bukit
Mertajam Hospital.

“The PPW also plans to work
closely with the Seberang Jaya
Hospital and all the three hospitals
in the districts of North Seberang

PPl
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Perai, Central Seberang Perai and
South Seberang Perai to ensure
that victims of domestic and sexual
assault receive immediate support
and get access to justice,” she
said.

Siew stated that in 2018, the
WCC advocacy team handled 62
domestic and sexual assault cas-
es of which 44 have been filed in
court.

The WCC and PPW are also ac-
tively educating the community in
the northern states through their
awareness programmes.

“Besides that, WCC and PPW
also provide moral support and as-
sist in carrying out programmes for
the local community and in schools
as well.

“We have also trained teachers
to use the ‘Ok Tak Ok’ programme
to educate students to recognise
a permissible and non-permissible
touch. We have been conducting
this programme for years.

“As a longterm goal, WCC and
PPW are also planning to train
more teachers at district level so
that they can educate students on
their personal safety and take pre-
ventive measures against sexual
assaults.

“The WCC and PPW are also
working with the assemblymen and
parliamentarians to implement pro-
grammes and activities pertaining
to women’s rights and we hope
that this initiative would be fruit-
ful,” Siew said.

Contact details :

Women’s Centre for Change
(wcce)

241, Jalan Burmah, George
Town

Tel : 04-228 0342

Website : https://wccpenang.
org/



Chow and Yeoh (third from right) launching the lighting of
lanterns at the Sia Boey Urban Archaeological Park.
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E Penang Hot Air Balloon

I Fiesta 2020 (HAB2020) will

take place for the sixth time in

conjunction with Chinese New Year
at Polo Ground on Feb 1 and 2.

Announcing this on Jan 10, Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow hoped the
weather would be kind and fine un-
like last year when it rained.

The event, he said, was suited
for all ages and all races.

“Many of our visitors come to
experience Penang’'s fantastic di-
versity in culture, heritage, arts as
well as its natural surroundings of
sandy beaches, breathtaking hills
and cityscapes.

“As a result, the services sec-
tor, including tourism, contributes
nearly 50% of the state’s GDP,
overtaking the manufacturing in-
dustry,” Chow said at a press con-
ference at Sia Boey Urban Archaeo-
logical Park.

Chow was there to officiate the
lighting up of “The Path of Penang
Hot Air Balloon” together with state
Tourism Development, Arts, Cul-
ture and Heritage Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin.

Upon the launch, the area was
brightened up by hundreds of co-
lourful mini lanterns in the shape
of hot air balloons that were strung
overhead.

The festival, Chow said, also
shines the spotlight on Pen-
ang2030 vision.

One of the aims of the vision is
to get the family together and bond,
so this festival offers plenty of op-
portunities for people to spend
quality time together with their
loved ones.

This latest attraction at Sia Boey

Hot air ballooli
fiesta returnsi

is the country’s first urban archaeo-
logical park.

Other attractions Chow said
are the world’s longest water slide
in Escape Theme Park, The Top’s
first tower curved skywalk, The
Gravityz's world’s first highest rope
course challenge, The Habitat's
world’s highest altitude stressed
ribbon bridge and IKEA over at Batu
Kawan.

Yeoh said the Penang Hot Air
Balloon Fiesta is one of the sig-
nature events to be held for the
state’s CNY celebrations.

He said that this year, he has
decided to move the “Path of the
Penang Hot Air Balloon” from Es-
planade to Sia Boey to promote
the park.

Besides Sia Boey, similar mini
lanterns were also lit up at Butter-
worth Art Walk last month.

Yeoh said the lanterns at both
areas would be lit up until the end
of March.

The HAB2020 is organised by
AKA Balloons, co-organised by
TLM Event and supported by the
Penang government with the coop-
eration of Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP), Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) and Penang Global
Tourism.

AKA chief executive officer Izzati
Khairudin said the two-day event
would see the participation of 15
colourful hot air balloons at the
Polo Ground from 7am to 9pm.

She said the highlight would be
the “Night Glow” shows featuring
10 balloons lit up with music and
lights to fascinate spectators.

“International balloonists from
US, UK, Brazil, Australia, Canada,
Taiwan, Japan, Belgium and France
will participate here,” she said.”

Over this two-day event, ticketed

N'EWS™ B

One ofthelmany/mini/paper. lan-
ternsiseen|atithe Sia Boey/Urban
Archaeological Park; with|Komtar,
theliconic/Penangitallest building;
inithe/background.

tethered balloon rides will be avail-
able where one can go up as high
as 60 feet.

“There will also be the ‘cold in-
flation’ activity where visitors can
walk into a balloon envelope that
is filled with cold air as it lies on
the ground.”

To promote the event, Izzati said
there would be pop ups at four dif-
ferent locations on Jan 31.

Also, on the same day, she said
enthusiasts are welcome to the
free flying event in Jawi from 7am
to 8am.

Visitors taking wefies after
the launch of “The Path of
Penang Hot Air Balloon” at
Sia Boey Urban Archaeologi-
cal Park.
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TE Armenian Park in George
Town was turned into a
fairyland when hundreds of
lanterns were lighted up as the
Chinese community gets ready to
welcome the Year of the Rat.

Indeed, there are a total of
1,800 lanterns being strung
across the 12 streets in the heri-
tage area.

Besides the beautiful lanterns
at Armenian Park, the Penang
Chinese Clan Council (PCCC), who
are the organisers for the Penang
Chinese New Year (CNY) 2020 cel-
ebration or Miao Hui, also put up
paper cherry blossoms and poly-
styrene figurines.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
together with some invited guests
and PCCC members, participated
in the lantern lighting ceremony on
Jan 3.

He also joined them in a short
walkabout in the neighbourhood
to enliven the festive spirit as the
group of walkers were led by two
prancing ‘lions’.

Miao Hui executive adviser
Kwoh Shoo Chen said PCCC has
been organising the event for 21
years since 1999.

“We want to pass down this Chi-
nese tradition to the younger gen-
eration and we encourage them to
celebrate it with gladness,” said
Kwonh.

Event main planner Choo Boon
Chiang said the event was a pre-
lude to the much anticipated Miao
Hui celebration at the Unesco
World Heritage Site of George
Town on Feb 2 from 4pm to 11pm.

Chow said the Penang govern-
ment encouraged and supported
the society in organising meaning-
ful cultural events.

“We want the public to care and
value the significance of heritage
inheritance. We hope the people
will come and enjoy the festive at-
mosphere here,” Chow said.

At the mock cheque presenta-
tion, he thanked sponsors like

from right), with sponsors, organising committe.e_‘.: 1%
L

g

officials and|Penang Chinese|Clan Council mem-* £
bers, in CNY mood]after the launch ofithe lantern™;

lighting cererﬁgn%\t Armenian Park.s= £

Braun enjoying the fes:
tive atmosphere at the
Armenian,Park.

of the lantern lighting ceremony at Armenian Park.

: Happy volunteers who help in organising the Penang CNY

celebration gather for a group photograph.

E&O Berhad, TNG Digital Sdn
Bhd, BSG Property, Nirvana Asia
Group, Farlim Group and Parisign
Media Sdn Bhd for their support.
He also urged more entrepre-
neurs to come forward and sup-
port the cultural activities so that
the organisers could put up a bet
ter and more brilliant cultural ex-
travaganza.
Chow said the Penang CNY cel-
ebrations have always been popu-
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lanterns, paper cherry blossoms and polystyrene figurines.

lar with locals and foreigners.

He singled out a foreign tourist,
Argentine Juan Braun, who was
among the crowd.

“I'm very surprised that the
Chief Minister mentioned me twice
in his speech, saying that | have
come from afar to join in the cele-
bration,” said Braun, a 76-year-old
novelist.

“I've seen him three times
and | think he could recognise

Kwoh (left) and Choo taking
a break after the lantern
lighting ceremony at
Armenian Park.

me. | have come to Penang over
10 times.

“Your cultural celebration
here is incredible. You can hard-
ly find this in Latin America. |
just love to be part of the event.

“I am going to Bali tomorrow
but will be back on Jan 24 for
the Chinese New Year celebra-
tions.”

Among those at the celebra-
tion were state Tourism Devel-
opment, Arts, Culture and Heri-
tage Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin, Komtar assemblyman
Teh Lai Heng, Pengkalan Kota
assemblyman Daniel Gooi, Pen-
ang Island city councillor Wong
Yuee Harng and former council-
lor Gerald Mak Mun Keong.
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WO cannons, weighing
Tabout 3,000kg each, have

been discovered during the
upgrading works of the sea wall
at the Esplanade.

The 3m to 3.6m-long cannons
were found buried some 3m be-
low ground level on Dec 9 and 27
respectively.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the two cannons were be-
lieved to be the largest cannons
found in the vicinity of Fort Corn-
wallis since the start of its resto-
ration works.

“The two cannons, believed to
be constructed in the 18th cen-
tury, will be handed over to the
Universiti Sains Malaysia Centre
for Global Archaeological Re-
search for them to be conserved
and restored.

“The Penang government is

\R]

The indistinct “17....” mark
on one of the cannons.

allocating RM80,000 for the con-
servation and restoration of the
two cannons,” he said on Jan 3.
Three cannons and a mortar
had earlier been discovered in
the vicinity of Fort Cornwallis.
Two cannons were found on
Feb 19, 2018; while a cannon
and a mortar were discovered
during an archaeological excava-
tion on Dec 24, 2018.
The artefacts measured be-
tween 2m and 2.35m-long.
Chow said that the conserva-
tion of the Fort Cornwallis was
part of the north seafront proj-
ect, following the George Town
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Chow (centre) checking out an indistinct ‘17....

Special Area Plan.

It was reported that the entire
RM30 million north seafront proj-
ect, which encompasses the res-
toration and the upgrading works
of the sea wall, Fort Cornwallis,
Light Street and Queen Victoria

-

w

Memorial Clock Tower, is sched-
uled to be completed in 2022.
Tourism, Arts and Culture Min-
istry (Motac) secretary-general
Datuk Dr Noor Zari Hamat said
an indistinct ‘17...." mark could
be seen stamped on one of the

mark that could be seen stamped on one
of the cannons. With him are Pengkalan Kota assemblyman Daniel Gooi (right), Dr Noor Zari
(second from right) and Mesran (fourth from right).

cannons.

National Heritage Department
heritage commissioner Mesran
Mohd Yusop said the depart-
ment would work with USM to
conserve and preserve the can-
nons.
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B 0BS Chinese New Year Run
ST EHER
© 7am

©Q Beach Street

ey Kek Lok Si Display of Lights
BELMBFETHERT
s’ © 7pm - 12am
© Kek Lok Si Temple
B Finance Minister YB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
& Penang Chinese Chamber of Commerce
=== 1020 Chinese New Year Open House
wau- MEEMCEIENPERSSRTFFMENDR
© 10am- 12pm
© Setia SPICE Convention Centre

= Chief Minister of Penang
YAB Tuan Chow Kon Yeow
Chinese New Year Open House
o RN E RS ETA R i1
© 2pm - 4pm

©Q Setia SPICE Arena

i 8 Ban Ka Lan Snake Temple CNY Culture
Celebration 2020
R 7 R = W Jeh 3 e R

wpms @ épm - 12am
©Q Snake Temple

E1 Penang Global Tourism

12 Penang Hot Air Balloon Fiesta
RINASERE I

© 7am- 9pm

©Q Padang Polo

ER
ANETh

Pai Thee Kong Celebration
KA
© 8pm - 1.30am

sran @ Surrounding area of Chew Jetty

Penang Chinese New Year Celebration (Miaohui)
2020 R FHARINE S

© 4pm-11pm
rmmn @ Heritage Precinct of George Town

@ Penang Celebrates: Chap Goh Meh 2020
AR PR B . T 52020

© 7pm-11pm
ra+z @ Penang Esplanade

Bukit Tambun Chap Goh Meh Ceremony
B LT T AR R R AT T
Y © 6.30pm - 11pm

#a+z @ Parade starts from
Jetty Bukit Tambun

mypenang.gov.my
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
howkon w nang.gov.m

{Tg 04-226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

{Tg 04 -383 9131
F) 04 - 383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

M

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.01 PENAGA

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah m
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman m
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor m

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

{Tg 04 -390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain

pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

T) 013 - 430 4400
P) 04-5767606

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04-351 1732

N.39 PULAU BETONG

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214
N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

DAP PENANG HQ
tream m

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad
jmmoham 2@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04 - 397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysrregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

(T

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT

YB Heng Lee Lee
b.emp&iqu_q_om

{T‘ 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
ihsiaoleun nan v.m

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye
[awi@d(aggg.grg

T) 04 - 5941163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah

ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lborahim

n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

U]

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

ET% 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

{T‘ 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 -280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999
& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Kalendar Pelancongan

PROGRAM - PROGRAM EMAS

KERAJAAN NEGERI PAKATAN HARAPAN PULAL PINANG

I
RO MAN PEMOHARNGARN
WANDA EMAD

RM180
tahunan

FROGHAM AHAR EMAR

RM2O0
‘ona-aff*

Pt LU R AP
kAT sl vk i R, DA

ML ev-aff urteh pelijar
L ¥ i T mwin & wwisla lErgan
RM1.000 R 300 uniuk, pelsgar T o

Sadah & Sarawak

‘one-oif

PROGRAR I TUNGGAL

PILAIAR WORKASEOHAL TEMPATAN
e = X

Program-Program Emas Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555
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SENARAI NAMA AHLIMAJLIS SENARAI PEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KENARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2020
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MERTE S Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696
Hamid )
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390
2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
A'ziss Zainal Abidin 017 -938 9192
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Pejabat Bahagian 012 - 488 1553
Chee YeehiKeen 019 - 455 7731 Utara Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.
4. P. Rachenamoorthy Seberang Perai 019 - 457 2271
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923 Tengah
David Marshel o/l 019 - 412 3397 5. U. Jagatisan Seberang Perai 010 - 563 2279
Pakianathan
Selatan
Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2229 Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Fahmi Zainol 018 - 232 2502 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2020 P o= m e e e e e - -
! ]
1
Galaimani a/l 012- 5341384 Nama Telefon ' 1
Subramnian ] EDITORIAL |
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : :
1 Editors : 1
Heng Yeh Shuan 016 -261 2460 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012-248 5016 : Christopher Tan (English) 1
]
. . ] Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) !
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 1 G. Revatic (Tamil) !
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113 i '
Kirupanantha Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 ! o :
: Danny Ooi, M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok H '
. . . i anny Ooi, M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, ]
Khong Chee Seong 011 - 1522 6628 Andrew Chua Thian Chai 016 - 4850031 ] Edmund Lee and Muhamad Riadz Akmal (English) E
Azahari Aris 016 - 499 2580 ] Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin, '
1 Wong Sook Shyan, Yeoh Yin Yin (Chinese) 1
Marshidaliza Marzuki 011 - 3929 9023 Azly Ibrahim 011 - 2432 9007 ] J. Patmavathy (Tamil) 1
! 1
1
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 ] Photographers : 1
Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013-770 1001 : Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian, 1
Nasir 013 - 503 3349 Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114 i Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud, :
Mohamed Noor | Alvie Cheng, Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis, :
] .
Muharmad Suzuki 011-1119 4419 Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan | 010 - 505 5571 : Clnem iek uem enel Aclecne Relveyl Avme Reedl |
ma i 1
Harvindar Singh a/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250 ! Graphic Designers : 1
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: ! Editor BULETIN MUTIARA, )
. Lee Wei Seang 012 - 452 8305 | Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang 1
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A special Mal

foreigners and locals who

attended the Harmony
2020 Community Feast-To-
gether at Armenian Park in
George Town recently.

The 100-odd guests had
the opportunity to savour Per-
anakan, Malay, Indian and
Chinese dishes prepared by
the various community groups
in Penang on Jan 4.

The groups included Pen-
ang State Chinese Associa-
tion, Badan Warisan Masjid
Lebuh Acheh, Penang Hindu
Association and Wadda Gurd-
wara Sahib Penang.

Some of the local delights
were Nyonya kuih, kuih kapit
(love letters), vegetarian cur-
ry and “mothagam” (an Indian
sweet).

According to organising
committee member Kuah Li
Feng, the event was aimed at
spreading multicultural good-
will among the people.

“Coming together

I T was a fabulous treat for

for a

feast is one way to promote
religious and racial harmo-
ny. This event was started
in 2016 and we hope more
communities will follow suit
to encourage stronger bonds
among the races,” she said.

She thanked the state
government for its support
through the office of state ex-
ecutive councillor Chong Eng,
who is in charge of Women and
Family Development, Gender
Inclusiveness, and Religions
other than Islam, Komtar as-
semblyman Teh Lai Heng and
Seri Delima assemblyman Sy-
erleena Abdul Rashid.

Teh, who attended the
event, said he was pleased
with its organisation.

“I've  attended previous
activities organised by this
group of friends. | really ap-
preciated their dedication in
promoting intercultural good-
will.

“This is a good example of
citizen’s initiative for a har-

An array of food for guests and visitors at the Harmony 2020 Community Feast-Together at

Armenian Park.

monious society. This year,
they have decided to conduct
a bigger scale activity and I'm

happy to give some financial
support to their good cause,”
said Teh.

The event was also attend-
ed by Harmony Centre man-
ager Rachel Teh.

Conserving heritage of clan jetties

THE Penang government is com-
mitted to protecting and conserv-
ing the remaining seven clan jet-
ties in Weld Quay for future gen-
erations.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said it was crucial to enhance the
livability of local residents at the
jetties to ensure long-term sus-
tainability.

“Only seven of the original 10
jetties remain in Weld Quay. They
are the Yeoh Jetty, New Jetty, Lee
Jetty, Tan Jetty, Chew Jetty, Lim
Jetty and Ong Jetty.

“The clan jetties are important
because they are the only area
in Pengkalan Kota considered as
part of the George Town Unesco
World Heritage Site,” Chow said
in his speech before officiating
the “Eye on Jetties” photo exhi-
bition at Jetty 35 in Weld Quay,
George Town on Jan 2.

“Since George Town attained
the Unesco recognition in 2008,
our utmost mission has always
been to conserve the clan jetties
as a unique heritage site.

“Thus, in order to coordinate
such efforts, a special Clan Jet-
ties Committee was set up by the
state government to oversee is-
sues such as the maintenance of
jetty structures, the commercial

activities, as well as the sewer-
age system issues at the jetties,”

Also present were state Tour-
ism Development, Arts, Culture
and Heritage Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin, Pengkalan
Kota assemblyman Daniel Gooi
Zi Sen and Clan Jetties Village
Community Management Council
(MPKK) chairman Chan Kim Keat.

The National Water Services
Commission (SPAN) is now con-
ducting a study on the sewerage
system for the clan jetties.

Up until now, the households
at the seven clan jetties are still
discharging their sewage directly
into the sea.

Chow said the state would fol-
low up with SPAN on this matter.

Speaking about the photo ex-
hibition, Chow said it was special
because it showcased the unique-
ness and the beauty of the clan
jetties and their residents.

“I hope visitors will spend
some time exploring the clan jet-
ties besides enjoying the photo
exhibition here.

“They can also experience the
living heritage of Penang.

“Furthermore, | hope that the
exhibition will inspire visitors to go
on and capture fascinating images
and to keep them as their own per-

sonal mementos,” Chow said.

He added that some of the
photographs would be show-
cased at the clan jetties after the

exhibition.

The “Eye on Jetties” photo ex-
hibition, which started last Dec
24, will end on Feb 8.

It is jointly organised by the
Tanjong parliamentary service
centre, Pengkalan Kota service
centre and Clan Jetties MPKK.
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sStory by K.H. Ong
=Pix courtesy of Penang
Chess Association

HEN you see the
deaf, blind and phys-
ically disabled play

chess, more often than not
you will be amazed by their
competitive spirit and enthu-
siasm.

This was exactly what hap-
pened during the 2nd Malay-
sia Lions International English
Chess Championship for the
Disabled (preliminary round
— Northern Region) held at M
Mall in George Town recently.

Organised by members of
10 Lions Clubs and supported
by the Penang Chess Associa-
tion (PCA), the event drew 25
participants.

The clubs were the Lions
Club of Alor Star Central, Bay-
an Baru, Kulim, Kulim Cen-
tral, Penang Komtar, Penang
Metropolitan, Penang Rising
Star, Penang Straits Quay, Pu-
chong and Tanjong Putri.

State Welfare, Caring Soci-
ety and Environment Commit-
tee chairman Phee Boon Poh
was also among the many who
witnessed the event.

“I am humbled to see the
differently abled play chess
with such spirit and determi-
nation, especially the blind
who cannot see the board and
pieces and yet play by touch
and memory using braille
sets,” Phee said in his speech
on Dec 29.

PCA president See Swee
Sie, who is also the vice-pres-
ident of Women, Malaysian
Chess Federation, attributed
the success of the champion-
ship to a team effort.

She thanked the organising
committee led by Sim Se Kai
of Lions Kulim Central, Ooi
Kok Pin, Bryce Lim and Eliz-
abeth Toh among others, for
their passion, hard work and
dedication.

See also commended the
volunteers from Penang Chess
Association, including interna-
tional arbiter Jonathan Chuah
Jin Hai and his team of young
student arbiters, all sponsors
in particular the venue spon-
sor M Mall, for their role in

Y

making the champ|onsh|p a
successful event.

“These chess players take
the game seriously and | am
amazed by the way they play
with such passion.

“What further inspired me
was the response from my
student arbiters. They came
to thank me for the opportuni-
ty to serve this community as

B M Mol Phass 2, Concaise dres

they themselves were touched
too,” See said.

Wheelchair-bound Muham-
mad Idris Mohamed Ibrahim
seemed best to epitomise
an indomitable spirit when
he flew in from Kuala Lumpur
after failing to qualify for the
national finals.

His efforts paid off when
he finished among the top 10
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in Penang, beating a strong
opponent in his last match
to make it to the national fi-
nals scheduled to be held in
March.

Another participant who im-
pressed was 67-year-old deaf
player, Ahmad Zaki, who has
been training for four years
with the deaf. He battled hard
to win his last match against

9,00 a.m. to F.00 p.m. -
Inlan Datn" Keramat, Pennirli ]

A Phee (centre, in white
shirt) and See (front row,
second from right) posing
with the chess prize winners
and Lions Clubs’ members
for a group photograph.

<« Phee (second from right)
watching two visually-im-
paired players in actionat the
2nd Malaysia Lions Interna-
tional English Chess Cham-
pionship for the Disabled
(preliminary round - Northern
Region) at M Mall.

a younger and strong rival
who is visually-impaired to fin-
ish in fourth place.

The championship ended
with 14-year-old Loo Pin Xie
of Chung Ling High School as
the winner when he drew with
last year’'s champion, Tan Yin
Kuang, but emerged the over-
all champion based on the tie-
breaker system.

See (fourth from left) and teacher Anita Tan (fifth from left) posing with a visually-impaired player (left) and the other four
hearing-impaired players at the chess tournament.
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ENANG kick-started the
Pyear 2020 with the first-
ever Kindergarten in a
science centre in Malaysia.
With Tech Dome Penang
boosting over 150 exhibits
to complement a high-quality
kindergarten programme of-
fered by Whytehouse Educa-
tion Group, students will have
the chance to explore Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM) from
their formative years and equip
themselves with the right skill
set to face future challenges
unique to their generation.
Additionally, this smart part-
nership between Tech Dome
and Whytehouse is seen as a

in a science centre

significant step in achieving
gender inclusiveness in Pen-
ang.

Studies by the Department
of Statistics Malaysia in 2018
found that 65% of women cited
“to raise a family” as their main
reason to leave the workforce.

This kindergarten, which is
opened to the communities
in and around Komtar area,

UM LANY

Employers providing childcare facility at the workplace
improve the productivity of working parents and also enjoy
higher chance of retaining talents.

Campaigns on gender
Inclusiveness: Review
and moving forward

THE year 2019 ended with
Penang carrying out the biggest
state campaign in Malaysia to
stop violence against women.

Penang Goes Orange (PGO)
was launched with a 2.6 km walk
at Butterworth and ended with
interactive challenges in ESCAPE
Theme Park.

In between, the campaign
also conducted a total of 38
roadshows throughout numerous
locations in Penang.

Various forms of activities
were strategically organised to
reach different communities in
Penang to raise public aware-
ness about sexual abuse, which
was the theme of PGO 2019.

Notably, the campaign also

saw the establishment of an ex-
tensive yet close collaboration
with various institutions in Pen-
ang such as private companies,
colleges and NGOs, in a common
effort to make Penang a better
place for everyone.

Moving forward, the state is
set for the next campaign, which
is the commemoration of Interna-
tional Women’s Day (IWD) 2020
in March.

IWD 2020 is a global celebra-
tion of the achievements of wom-
en while at the state level we are
also marking a call to action for
accelerating gender inclusive-
ness in Penang.

The IWD 2020 theme adopt-
ed by Penang is “I for Inclusive-

Lo

Malaysia’s first kindergarten

Providing early exposure to STEM for kindergarten children is alighed with the vision
‘Penang2030, A Family-Focused Green and Smart State that Inspires the Nation’.

especially civil servants, not
only eases the burden of child-
care for the parents but also
improve their performance at
work.

A Harvard Business Review
study in 2017 revealed that
companies that adopted work-
life practices including child-
care services can see produc-
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tivity increases of up to 2.25
times.

A survey on employee re-
tention by Bright Horizons
(Michigan State University) al-
so found that 23% of parents
turned down a job change offer
or refrained from pursuing oth-
er employment options due to
the benefit of having childcare

One month and a half
¥ longeampaignto

raise AWareness

From communities
with diverse

background
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Infographic of PGO 2019.

ness”.

Our individual actions can

have an impact on creating a
gender-inclusive society where
women’s achievements are ac-
knowledged and celebrated.

centres at their workplace.
With the success of this col-
laboration to enable parents to
stay and excel in the workforce,
the state hopes to inspire more
private companies to set up a
childcare facility for their em-
ployees in a common effort
to make Penang a prosperous
state for everyone in Malaysia.

Engage potential

29

N parties to achieve

SMART campaign objectives
PARTNERSHIP
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. Shares 157
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Media BTV
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Coverage on PGOPC,
Launch, roadshows
and Closing

So, Penang once again calls
for the support of both men and
women, boys and girls, to sup-
port this annual campaign.
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OME 1,000 cyclists enjoyed
Sthe fresh air in Balik Pulau

during the annual “City Ride
Goes Eco” cycling event.

The fifth edition of the event
saw the participation of both local
and foreign cyclists.

It was a chance for them to get
away from the hustle and bustle of
the city and explore the other side
of Penang.

The participants saw green
padi fields and village houses in
Balik Pulau during their ride in ar-
eas which are off the beaten track.

The event, organised by Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP)
and supported by G Club Penang
Cyclists, was held to inculcate a
healthy lifestyle among Penang-
ites.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who was present, said the 30km-
ride around Balik Pulau attracted
participants from foreign countries
such as Switzerland, Thailand,
United States, Australia, the Phil-
ippines and Japan.

“They have the opportunity
to explore greenery through this
event.

“In fact, the state government
and the local councils have been
promoting cycling activities since

“Penang aspires to be a cycling
state,” he said in his speech at

' 'the Balik Pulau Sports Complex,

after participating in the cycling
event.

Soon (second from right)
flagging off the run.

SPORTS can be used as an ef-
fective medium to bring awareness
on health, says state Youth and
Sports Committee chairman Soon
Lip Chee.

“The state government is always
ready to work with sports organisa-
tions as well as all relevant par-
ties to advocate the importance
of taking care of one’s health,”
Soon said during his speech at the
“Bagan Specialist Incredible Run”
on Jan 5.

“I believe that organising sports
activities such as this is indeed an

Sports activties a means to dvelop healthy comunity

investment for better health and a
promotion of unity.

“Apart from that, it will help to
educate our future generations on
matters regarding health.”

The run, which was organised by
the Bagan Specialist Centre, saw
some 700 people taking part.

Soon also commended the
Bagan Specialist Centre for setting
up the GIM Palliative Radiotherapy
Fund in collaboration with the Pen-
ang Hospice Society.

“The fund will help cancer pa-
tients to have quality life through

he

palliative radiotherapy.

“It is a therapy to control or re-
lieve cancerrelated pain and other
symptoms when longterm cancer
control is no longer possible,” said
Soon, who is also the Bagan Jer-
mal assemblyman.

Also present were Bagan Spe-
cialist Centre managing director Dr
Tan Hui Ling, medical director Dr
Tan Thean Cheong, Bagan Special-
ist Centre acting chief executive of-
ficer Cheow Jen Hurn and Penang
State Sports Council representa-
tive R. Ravichandran.

Also present were Deputy Tour-
ism, Arts and Culture Minister Mu-
hammad Bakhtiar Wan Chik, Pulau

Betong assemblyman Mohd Tuah
Ismail and MBPP mayor Datuk Yew
Tung Seang.

Young Democrat
Workshop is back

IF you are between 16 and 30
years old, you are welcome to
join the Young Democrat Work-
shop 2020.

State Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee said the workshop would
be a good platform for youths
to hone their talents and pro-
vide them the opportunity to
learn the concept of good de-
mocracy.

“It also serves as a platform
for them to enhance their expe-
rience and knowledge on cur-
rent issues,” Soon told a press
conference in Komtar on Jan 3.

The workshop is one of the
annual programmes organ-
ised by Penang Youth Develop-
ment Corporation (PYDC) since
2016.

For this year, it is scheduled
to be held five times, namely
on Feb 21-23, March 27-29,
July 3-5, Aug 14-16 and Sept
25-27.

It is open to representatives
from the 40 state constituen-
cies in Penang, the public and

university students.

A total of 30 participants
are expected to take part in ev-
ery workshop that will be held
for three days and two nights.

Soon added the programme
would be divided into two ses-
sions — “Young Democrat Work-
shop” to introduce youths to
the concept of democracy and
“Sidang Muda”, a simulation
programme as per discussion
in the state assembly.

Registration fee is RM50
per person.

Accommodation, transporta-
tion and meals will be provided
for participants.

Interested participants
can register through the link
http://bit.ly/bengkeldem Dem-
ocrat2020 or contact Shan-
githa at +6012-4010186 or
email:  shangitha@pydc.com.
my

Registration for the February
workshop closes on Jan 31.

Also present was PYDC’s
communications executive S.
Shangitha.
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New Year

housing gift fo

Penangites

sStory and pix by Edmund Lee

ENANGITES can have some-
Pthing to cheer about this new

year after Putrajaya approved
45 housing maintenance projects
at a cost of RM17.89 million.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman  Jagdeep
Singh Deo was delighted to receive
the good news from the Housing
and Local Government Ministry.

He said the “gift” was a bless-
ing as it showed that efforts by the
state government in pursuing the
federal government all this while
was fruitful.

“Our application dated July 31
last year under the Housing Main-
tenance Programme (PPP) and Fed-
eral Malaysia Home Maintenance

Fund (TPPM) for RM28 million and
RM72 million respectively has
been approved in part.

“The state applied for 123 proj-
ects under TPPM amounting to
RM72 million and for 14 projects
under PPP amounting to RM28 mil-
lion.

“Out of all these projects ap-
plied, the Federal Government has
approved applications for 29 pri-
vate housing under TPPM and 10
public housing under PPP amount-
ing to RM5.8 million and RM9.5
million respectively, making it a to-
tal of about RM16 million.

“Significantly, another round of
positive news comes in the form of
RM2.497 million and RM133,500
allocation given for lifts replace-
ment and repair works for five on
the island and one on the mainland

Lim (fourth from right) inspecting one of the units of Block
826 at the Bagan Jermal Customs Quarters in Butterworth.
With him are Bagan Jermal assemblyman Soon Lip Chee (third
from left), state officials and Customs Department personnel.

Federal govt to look into
restoring more Customs’ quarters

THE Finance Ministry will serious-
ly consider the restoration of three
more blocks of apartments for the
Customs Department after hav-
ing successfully upgraded Block
826 at the Bagan Jermal Customs
Quarters in Butterworth.

Finance Minister Lim Guan Eng
said he has received the Customs’
request to do so after officiating
the upgrading ceremony of Block
826 consisting of eight units on
Jan 4.

He said the Bagan Jermal Cus-
toms Quarters were built in 1969,
but were left unoccupied for about
25 years because the previous ad-
ministration did not gjive priority to
these buildings.

“We were shocked when we
saw the infrastructure that we
have. Attention was then given to

build new buildings but ignore the
old ones,” Lim told a press confer-
ence after the ceremony.

“We’ve to be fair. If we want to
build new buildings, we also have
to take care of the old ones. This
should be the principle for any or-
ganisation as well as the govern-
ment.

“That’'s why the government
adopts the 3Rs - restore, repair
and replace — so that the old build-
ings can remain functionable.

“Today (Jan 4), | received Cus-
toms’ request to upgrade three
more blocks. Surely, we will con-
sider it seriously.”

Lim said Block 826, which was
restored at a cost of RM438,000
in an open tender exercise, would
be ready for occupancy next
month.

e .

Jagdeep and Ainul (second from right) and representatives of the local councils posing for a
photo after presenting the good news.

respectively.

“This shows the strong commit-
ment from the federal level towards
the state,” he told a press confer-
ence on Jan 3.

Jagdeep added the last time

Penang received funding assis-
tance from the federal government
was in 2015.

“It is definitely great news and
I’'m glad to announce it at my first
press conference for this year,” he

said.

Present were state Housing
Department senior principal assis-
tant secretary Ainul Fadhilah Sam-
sudi and representatives from local
councils.
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TOTAL of seven blocks at
AMacaIIum Street Ghaut

have been installed with
new lifts to provide a conducive
living environment for the resi-
dents.

According to Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow, the state gov-
ernment contributed RM3.7 mil-
lion to install the new lifts at the
flats.

“With the completion of the
final lift replacement works at
Block 350, the residents at all

New lifts
bring cheer

the blocks can now enjoy the
newly-installed lifts.

“The total cost of replacing
new lifts at this block (Block
350) was RM651,900.00
in  which more than 80%
(RM575,301.75) of the total
cost was borne by PDC and the
balance (RM76,598.25) by the
residents.

“I believe this will provide a
conducive living environment for
the residents, on top of that the
newly-installed lifts use the ac-
cess card system,” Chow said
when he visited Block 350 at
Macallum Street Ghaut on Jan 2.

The seven blocks comprise

Chow and other guests present officiating the newly-installed lifts.

Block 348, Block 352, Block
354, Block 358, Block 360,
Block 362 and Block 350.

Chow added that the fire safe-
ty system at Block 350 was up-
graded at a cost of RM10,000
and it was an allocation from
him as the Tanjong MP.

“The flats at Macallum Street
are a unique project whereby
each block has its own manage-

ment committee which makes it
difficult to manage matters con-
cerning maintenance works.
“Luckily, with the efficient
work of the former state repre-
sentatives Ng Wei Aik and Lau
Keng Ee, some critical mainte-
nance works were done using
the state Housing Maintenance
Maximum 80:20 Fund.
“Recently, Pengkalan Kota as-

semblyman Daniel Gooi, with the
cooperation of Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC) had
helped to form the management
committee for Pangsapuri Pelan-
gi at Macallum Street Ghaut,”
said Chow.

Also present was Block 350
Macallum Street Ghaut manage-
ment committee chairman Henry
Oh.
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Pnang looks forward
to better ties with China

MALAYSIA and China have
shared close diplomatic relations
in cultural exchange, education,
tourism and bilateral trade since
1974.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the close cooperation with
China benefited Penang.

“The state has maintained a
solid and close relationship with
China.

“We look forward to having
more exchanges and growing our
friendship.

“The state’s Experience Pen-
ang Year 2020 is aimed at wel-
coming visitors to Penang to enjoy
its natural surroundings and to
know its people,” Chow said in his
speech during the New Year recep-
tion dinner on Jan 2.

He said the state had devel
oped a blueprint for the tourism
industry which would chart the

industry’s development and direc-
tion for the next 10 years.

He was confident that the state
could draw more tourists from Chi-
na, thanks to the vigorous promo-
tions taking place.

“Our relationship has resulted
in many direct flights between
Penang and the cities in China.
Currently, we have direct flights
from Guangzhou and Kunming to
Penang.

“We also have the Changsha-
Quanzhou-Penang route. The most
recent one is the direct flight to
Shenzhen,” Chow said.

Also present were the consul-
general of China to Penang Lu
Shiwei, Kedah’s representative
Tan Kok Yew, Perak’s representa-
tive Yong Choo Kiong, Perlis Leg-
islative Assembly speaker Datuk
Hamdan Bahari and leaders from
the communities.
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Yeoh (third from right) and other VIP guests welcoming tourists at the Penang International
Airport.

Warm welcome for tourists at major entry points

SPECIAL receptions were held
at major entry points to welcome
domestic and international tour-
ists as a symbolic gesture to
mark the start of Visit Malaysia
2020 (VM2020) campaign on the

first day of the year.
In Penang, state Tourism De-
velopment, Arts, Culture and

Heritage Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin was at the Penang
International Airport and Penang
Bridge to welcome the tourists.

Similar welcome receptions
were held concurrently at 22 en-
try points throughout the country.

Malaysia is targeting 30 mil-
lion tourist arrivals and RM100
billion in tourist receipts for
2020.

“We want to spread the ex-

citement of Visit Malaysia 2020
and Experience Penang 2020.
The campaign promises colour-
ful celebrations with an impres-
sive line-up and exciting events
throughout the year,” Yeoh told
reporters at the Penang Interna-
tional Airport on Jan 1.

He added the arrival of inter-
national and domestic tourists to
Penang has increased by some
10% for year 2019 (till November).

“Domestic arrivals recorded
3.93 million tourists and interna-
tional ones hit 4.16 million.

“Through the Experience Pen-
ang Year 2020 campaign, with
‘Diversity of Asia’ as its slogan,
the state government would like
to promote Penang as a destina-
tion of choice for its beaches and

hills, delicious food and adven-
ture like Gravitz and Escape,” he
said.

Joining Yeoh to welcome the
tourists and hand out souve-
nirs to them at the airport were
Penang Global Tourism chief ex-
ecutive officer Ooi Chok Yan, its
tourism director Kenneth Tan and
Ministry of Tourism, Arts and
Culture (MOTAC) Penang tour-
ism director Jonathan Freddy P.
Bagang.

Also present were Tourism
Malaysia northern region director
Ahmad Husni Ahmad Basri and
Malaysia Airports operation se-
nior executive Azmi Darus.

The group also handed out
tourism car stickers to some 200
motorists at the Penang Bridge.
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Squash legend shares her

story with the young

uStory by Christopher Tan
=Pix by Alvie Cheng

ER journey was tough and
Hchallenging. At times, she

felt the weight of the world
was on her shoulders.

Despite that, squash legend
Datuk Nicol David (pix) remained
steadfast in her belief — to do her
best.

“My parents gave me very good
advice which | take it with me wher-
ever | go. They told me that ‘you
can’t do better than your best'.

“That’s all you can do, your
best,” she said in her speech
during the “Tribute to Datuk Nicol
David: Meet & Greet” event at the
Nicol David International Squash
Centre in Bukit Dumbar on Dec 22.

She shared her story of winning
her first world title in 2005.

“It was a dream come true. |
was 22 and | didn’t expect to win
the title.

“l created some upsets and one
of them was defeating Vanessa At

kinson, then the world number one,
in the semiinal.

“| played Rachael Grinham in
the final and it was a crazy battle. |
did not think of anything else but to
do my best and | managed to come
out with my first world title in Hong
Kong. My dream came true,” she
said.

Nicol said that winning the title
was not the hardest thing she had
to go through.

“l had to work even harder for
the next year. Once you are a world
champion, it's not yours to keep
but yours to gain.

“Someone’s out there to beat
you, to hunt you down. Every coach
was teaching their players and find-
ing ways to beat me.

“I couldn’t let my guard down.
| had to come out winning all the
time.

“The pressure on me was one
of the hardest things that | had to
overcome. It was also one of the
best learning experiences | had.

“| learned about reinventing my-

self. | worked extra hard and | cre-
ated a routine to make sure that
my mental training was effective,”
she added.

Nicol hopes to share her story
and experience through motivation-
al talks and engagements.

“I want to inspire our youths and

empower them via sports,” she
said.
Throughout her journey in

squash, Nicol won the world title
eight times; besides bagging many
other remarkable wins.

She was the 10-time Hong Kong
champion, British Open champion
(five times), Malaysian Open Cham-
pion (eight times), World Games
Champion (three times), Asian
Games Champion (five times),
Commonwealth Games Champion
(twice), and the world number one
for a record-breaking 108 consecu-
tive months from August 2006 till
September 2015.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said he was pleased to join the
special event to honour Nicol for

her achievements.

“We are indeed
very proud of Nicol's |
achievements. Not

forgetting her parents,
Desmond David and
Ann Marie David, who
| believe have been in-
strumental in unearth-
ing this gem who has
made the state and
Malaysia proud,” Chow
said in his speech.

He also congratu-
lated Squash Racquets Asso- IA“'
ciation of Malaysia (SRAM) and e
Squash Racquets Association :
of Penang (SRAP) for pro-
ducing many champions in sesss—"—"
squash. o ——

Also present were state m—

Women and Family Devel-

opment, Gender Inclusive- ’ . ‘

ness and Religions Other [

Than Islam  Committee
chairman Chong Eng and
SRAP vice-president Linda
Geh. ‘
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Coaching clinic glves young players chance

to shine

A TOTAL of 204 children aged be-
tween eight and 12 grabbed the op-
portunity to build their football skills
under the coaching of international
footballers from the Fagiano Okayama
football club.

The children gathered at the Batu
Kawan Stadium as early as 7.30am on
Dec 21, yearning to learn some skills
from the professional footballers.

Penang Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee said the
Japan Fagiano Okayama Football Clinic
2019 (Penang) was beneficial to the
development of football in the state
and Malaysia.

“Holding steadfast to our belief
‘Sports for All’, we also hope to attract
more people who have little to no knowl-
edge or skills to engage in sports.

“We want them to be exposed and
experience the joy of participating in
sports,” he said in his speech at the
event on Dec 21.

He also urged sports associations in
Penang to be united.

Yakult (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd managing
director Hiroshi Hamada said the com-
pany was honoured to be one of the
partners of the programme.

“A participant of the football clinic
will be selected to take part in a one-
week football training programme at Fa-
giano Okayama football club in Japan,”
Hamada said.

The children were coached by Takahi-
ro Nakamoto, Rui Okuyama, Oishikane
Masayuki and Daiki lwata.

Malaysia U-23 footballer Hadi Fayy-
adh, who also plays as a forward for
the Japanese club, was seen sharing

his experience with the children.

Also present were Sungai Bakap as-
semblyman Dr Amar Pritpal Abdullah,
who is also Football Association of Pen-
ang president; Pengkalan Kota assem-
blyman Daniel Gooi, Fagiano Okayama
Sports Club representative Kentaro
Mori, Penang State Sports Council rep-
resentative Harry Chai and Bintang Ha-
rapan Recreation Club representative
Albert Khaw.

Martial arts skills
good for children

CHILDREN nowadays need to equip them-
selves with martial arts skills to counter sex-
ual abuse.

State executive councillor for Women &
Family Development, Gender Inclusiveness &
Non-Islamic Religious Affairs Chong Eng said
this is important because predators prey on
children who seem vulnerable.

“Martial arts can be very effective when
children, especially girls, are exposed to dan-
gerous situations.

“Even though it is not a guarantee that it will
save them from danger, at the very least, the
children will have the basic knowledge of how
to defend themselves against those people.

“Thus, it is not a waste of time to learn mar-
tial arts such as karate, taeckwondo, judo and
wushu.

“Children are a priceless gift from God,
thus it is our responsibility to take good care
of them,” Chong Eng said in her speech during
the early Christmas celebration event at De-
wan Taman Jambu Mawar in Bukit Mertajam
on Dec 23.

More than 200 residents joined the joyous
celebration in the spirit of togetherness.

They were also entertained by several vi-
brant performances such as choir, karaoke
session and many more, displaying the true
meaning of Christmas.



JELUTONG MP RSN Rayer and
Sungai Pinang assemblyman Lim
Siew Khim recently contributed
desk tops, dining tables, smart
boards and other equipment to
SJKC Phei Sin in Jelutong.

Rayer hoped the equipment
totalling some RM40,000 would
help the students to study in a
more conducive environment.
The money was contributed by
funds from the Jelutong parlia-
mentary and state constituen-
cies.

School receives equipment aid

“| also wish the teachers could
contribute more in supporting the
students to excel in their work
and mould them to be future lead-
ers of the state and country,” he
said at the equipment presenta-
tion ceremony held at the school
on Dec 29.

Also present were the school’s
principal Chan Pek Kioa and its
secretary Datuk Ong Kuen Heng.

Rayer said they would try to
assist the school in providing the
needed equipment in future.
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Rayer (centre) and Chan (standing, fifth from left) posing with SJKC Phei Sm staff and
students during the equipment presentation ceremony.
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Daripada’MPKK:Desa Permata dan
Pendudiik Sekitar Desa Po rmata

Ramkarpal in a group photo with residents of Desa Permata after the press conference.

sStory and pix by
Christopher Tan

ESIDENTS of Paya
Terubong can enjoy
smoother rides after

various road resurfacing proj-
ects, including open space
car parks, were completed.

Bukit Gelugor MP Ram-
karpal Singh said a total of
RM553,529.89 was spent to
ensure that the roads in Paya
Terubong were upgraded and
resurfaced.

“Phase One (four projects)
and Phase Two (seven proj-
ects) were done so that the
residents can have a comfort-
able and safe ride,” he told a
press conference at the Desa
Permata Village Community

Bringing cheer to

Paya Terubong

Management Council (MPKK)
centre on Dec 22.
Ramkarpal said

RM243,717 was spent for
projects in Phase One, while
RM309,812.89 was spent on
Phase Two.

He added that RM52,196
was allocated to provide out-
door fitness equipment for six
neighbourhoods in Bukit Gelu-

gor.

Separately, Ramkarpal said
he allocated RM20,758 to en-
sure that the Desa Permata
MPKK is well equipped.

“The allocation is used to
purchase a PA system set, a
projector, two laptops, a print-
er and an air-conditioner,” he
said.

Desa Permata MPKK chair-
man Ong Swee Jin expressed
his appreciation to Ramkarpal

for his contribution.

“We are lucky to have a
Member of Parliament who is
caring and is willing to put in
a lot of effort for the commu-
nity,” Ong said.

Later, Ramkarpal together
with the Desa Permata MPKK
members and media enjoyed
“tang yuan” (sweet glutinous
rice balls) to celebrate the
Winter Solstice festival.

Tourism |
sector remains
strong

PENANG continues to be the pre-
ferred travel destination for tour-
ists, especially during the holidays,
says Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

“Arts and culture bring positive
impact to the state’s tourism sec-
tor. We also have exciting places
of interest such as Penang Hill and
the George Town Unesco World Her-
itage Site.

“The state’s hotel levy collection
in 2019 is expected to be the same
as 2018.

“We expect to collect about
RMS8 million in hotel levy from ho-
tels on the island; and about RM1
million on the mainland,” he told a
press conference after attending
the “Tribute to Datuk Nicol David:
Meet & Greet” event at the Nicol
David International Squash Centre
in Bukit Dumbar on Dec 22.

“The total collection may not see
much change due to the competi-
tion from homestay providers.

“Many tourists, especially those
who are travelling with their family,
may prefer to look for homestay
providers.

“I believe that the Federal Gov-
ernment is looking at ways to regu-
late the services. Nevertheless,
the tourism sector in Penang re-
mains aggressive and strong,” he
added.

Chow said the hotel levy collec-
tion would be used for tourism de-
velopment in Penang.

“It is used for promotional and
marketing purposes as well as to
provide subsidies to airline com-
panies that wish to provide direct
flights to Penang,” he said.

Chow also welcomed the Pen-
ang International Airport expansion
project.

“We are able to receive more
tourists with the expansion of the
airport which is already receiving
some eight million passengers per
annum,” he said.
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