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1. Practise social

distancing

2. Wear face
masks

(

3. Wash hands regularly
with soap and sanitiser

4. Be
aware of
Covid-19
pandemic
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DUCATION in Penang
E is set to undergo some

changes in line with
the new normal which will
give the sector a different
look and ensure education of
students in the state is not
compromised.

In this respect, the Penang
government has announced
the formation of an “E-Learn-
ing Computer Program” Task
Force dedicated to develop-
ing the sector in the post
Covid-19 period.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the task force will
consist of government agen-
cies, private corporations,
non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) and dedicated
individuals.

“As a state that has always
prioritised human capital
growth, we realise that many
educational activities have to
be implemented online to
adapt with the new normal
due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

“However, there is no deny-
ing that there are some chal-

education

lenges to be faced such as
Internet access, lack of prop-
er equipment and hardware,
low computer literacy among
students, parents, teachers
and so on.

“Therefore, under the E-
Learning Computer Program
Task Force, various initiatives
will be implemented to tackle
these challenges,” he told
the public via Facebook Live
on his Facebook page on May
21.

The initiatives include
computer device loan
scheme, used computer grant
scheme, technical support
and maintenance, computer
literacy training programmes,
empowerment of communi-
ties through e-dialogue and
e-forums, and purchase of
computer devices at dis-
counted prices and interest-
free instalment scheme.

All this is to ensure that
the children of Penang can
make the transition to the
e-learning system smoothly.

“Under the computer de-
vice loan scheme, we are
delighted to obtain contribu-
tions from several corpora-
tions such as Intel Malaysia,
SNS Network (M) Sdn Bhd,

Chow speaking to Penangites via Facebook Live where he announced the education initiatives.

Acer, PITH Computer and Le-
novo.

“These corporations have
provided computer devices to
be lent to qualified students
who are recommended by
their schools,” he added.

“Next, under the used com-
puter grant scheme, used
computers will be collected
and repaired by Swisspac
Resources Sdn Bhd and they
will then be donated free of
charge to eligible students.

“For maintenance and on-
line training services, it is
free of charge to those facing
technical difficulties. All fur-
ther details can be found on
the Facebook page of the
Penang Chinese and Mission
Schools Affairs Coordinating
Committee (PCMSACC),”
Chow said.

According to Chow, stu-

dents who come from middle
income families can get dis-
counted prices for computer
devices from participating
companies.

“The discounted prices
start from RM199. Zero per-
cent interest instalment is
also offered to those in need
according to the terms set,”
he said.

At the same time, Chow
also urged the corporate sec-
tor as well as the public to
donate their old computers to
the Penang Science Cluster
(PSC) to be loaned, or to
Swisspac for repairs.

Chow said the state gov-
ernment would also empower
communities in the education
sector through regular e-dia-
logue or e-forum.

An e-forum titled “Post
Covid-19 Lockdown: School

Reopening - Are You Ready?”
which involved speakers from
Japan, Sweden and Denmark
was broadcast live on the
Buletin Mutiara Facebook
page, the state government’s
official publication site, on
May 29 at 4pm.

Chow said the Penang gov-
ernment will continue to en-
sure that the state remains
competitive in the new nor-
mal and that all Penangites
regardless of race, religion,
gender, age or social class
will not be left behind and
affected by the impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

At the end of his speech,
Chow encouraged all Penan-
gites to continue to apply
preventive measures to curb
the spread of Covid-19 and
maintain the state’s green
zone status.
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ENANGITES have beentold
Pnot to let their guard down

in the battle against Cov-
id-19 but instead strive to maintain
the highest conditional movement
control order (CMCO) compliance
rate.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo urged the people, spe-
cifically on the island, to maintain
the highest compliance rate of
99.64% which was recorded up to
May 23.

“We have conducted checks at
152,135 premises since the move-
ment control order (MCO) started
on March 18 and we are glad to
note that everyone complied with
the regulations imposed.

“When the MCO started two
months ago, the compliance rate
stood at only 80%. In just two
months, it had shot up to almost
100%.

“This is a huge improvement,
thanks to our frontliners who are
working tirelessly to ensure every-
one complies with the regulations,”
he said before distributing packs of
Hari Raya Aidilfitri delicacies to the
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
personnel in front of City Hall at the
Esplanade on May 24.

The delicacies were contributed
by Jagdeep in appreciation of their
hard work and services rendered
to the public since the MCO start-
ed.
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Jagdeep said they have been
working non-stop for the sake of the
people as some 600 personnel
were on the ground on the first day
of Hari Raya Aidiffitri.

“We salute and appreciate their
contribution to us,” he added.

Jagdeep said, since the state
government allowed patrons to dine
in at eateries beginning May 15,
about 99% of premises have com-
plied with the standard operating
procedures (SOPs).

“MBPP has conducted checks
at 2,740 premises and nearly all
adhered to SOPs imposed by the
local authorities,” he added.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang also concurred with
Jagdeep, praising the council per-
sonnel for their sacrifices to the
people.

Also present was MBPP secre-
tary Datuk Addnan Mohd Razali.
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Jagdeep, flanked by Yew (|n green baju Melayu)
and Addnan, at the distribution) of: packets of,
Raya delicacies to MBPP. workers

State DID urged to speed up flood mitigation projects

THE Penang government has
urged the state Department of
Irrigation and Drainage (DID) to
speed up the completion of high
impact flood mitigation projects
in the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said they included two ongoing
mitigation projects at Parit 4 and
Parit 5 in Juru, Bukit Mertajam.

“These two projects are
aimed at mitigating flooding
problems in the Taman Sri Ram-
bai and Juru areas.

“These are the older residen-
tial schemes located in low-lying
areas.

“Both of these high impact
projects were launched in 2017
and 2018 when | was a state
executive councillor for the flood
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The view of one of the flood mitigation projects in Juru, Bukit
Mertajam.

mitigation portfolio.

“Thus, | hope these projects
can be completed within the
stipulated time given which is by
the end of this year to mitigate
the perennial flooding during
heavy rain at the housing are-
as,” Chow told Buletin Mutiara
during his visit to the two project
sites in Bukit Mertajam on May
217.

He was accompanied by state
Works, Utilities and Flood Mitiga-
tion Committee chairman Zairil
Khir Johari and Padang Lalang
assemblyman Chong Eng, who
is also the state executive coun-
cillor for Women & Family Devel-
opment, Gender Inclusiveness
& Non-Islamic Religious Affairs.

Also present were Batu
Kawan MP Kasthuriraani Patto,
Bukit Tengah assemblyman Gooi
Hsiao Leung, Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP) mayor Da-

tuk Rozali Mohamud and state
DID deputy director Ooi Soon
Lee.

Ooi said currently the Parit 4
flood mitigation project has
reached 75% completion while
Parit 5 project is at 84%.

“Thus, we are confident of
ensuring that both projects are
completed within the schedule,”
he said.

Started in March 2018, the
RMA17 million Parit 4 flood miti-
gation project includes the build-
ing of new pump houses, trash
boom (rubbish trap) and upgrad-
ing drains and rivers.

For the Parit 5 project which
cost RM13.5 million, the mitiga-
tion works include building a
new pump house as an addition
to the existing one, building an
access bridge, a waterway
bridge and upgrading drains and
rivers.



The construction work of the bridge is in progress.

Valdor bridge to open in July

THE construction work of the
bridge in Valdor, connecting
Bukit Tambun and Batu Kawan
industrial areas, is scheduled for
completion this month.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the bridge would then be
opened in July.

“The bridge is an infrastruc-
ture that can help to spur future
economic growth and develop-
ment in Batu Kawan and the
surrounding areas.

“It is an initiative by Penang
Development Corporation
(PDC),” Chow said after visiting
the development site on May 30.

Also present were state Works,
Utilities and Flood Mitigation
Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari, Bukit Tambun assembly-
man Goh Choon Aik, Batu Kawan
MP P. Kasthuriraani, Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) mayor
Datuk Rozali Mohamud and

South Seberang Perai district
officer Yazman Yahya.

Besides this, Chow said PDC
was currently working on other
infrastructure projects in Batu
Kawan.

“They include road widening
works,” he added.

He said PDC was also in the
midst of planning and developing
housing, commercial and institu-
tional projects in Batu Kawan.

He added the industrial devel-
opment projects would be ex-
panded to the Byram Estate,
south of Batu Kawan.

“PDC is planning to expand
the Batu Kawan industrial area
to the Byram Estate and this area
will be designated as Batu Kawan
2 Industrial Park.

“This shows that the state and
its agencies are proactive in en-
suring that PDC is ready for the
future,” he said.

Enquiries a call away

THE Penang Contact Tracer (PG-
Care) users can now call the help-
desk for enquiries via two hotline
numbers.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said users could call the helpdesk
at 04-2951521 or 04-2951527.

“The PGCare helpdesk has been
set up to answer questions pertain-
ing to the application as well as to
provide technical support.

“We urge business premises in
Penang to register with the PGCare
app. We also encourage the people
to use the app.

“As of noon May 23, a total of
9,877 business premises in Pen-
ang registered their premises with
the PGCare app.

“PGCare recorded 246,183
registered users. It has also re-
corded 503,069 check-ins since

its launch,” Chow said during his
visit to the PGCare helpdesk office
in Penang Digital Library Phase Two
in Jalan Masjid Negeri on May 23.

The PGCare app is a public-pri-
vate partnership project between
the Penang government through
the Penang Chief Minister Corpora-
tion (CMI) and Madison Technolo-
gies.

The project is supported by
Maxis Malaysia.

“l would like to thank Madison
Technologjes chief executive officer
and co-founder S. Praburaajan for
developing this contact tracer app
as a corporate social responsibility
(CSR) effort. The entire cost of
RM89,282 was borne by him.

“We would also like to thank
Maxis Malaysia for supporting the
implementation of PGCare by pro-

Hamdan (right) showing reporters
the proposed Penang Bay project.

With him is Bharathi.

-

Internatlonal
competition
for bay project
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TlE Penang Bay International
Ideas Competition will proceed
and is scheduled to be held by
September this year.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep Sin-
gh Deo said the date of the compe-
tition was shifted due to the Cov-
id-19 crisis.

“Nevertheless, the competition
will go on. This project is part of our
plans to revitalise George Town and
Butterworth.

“The project has a projected GDV
of about US$4 billion. The Penang
Bay project was also one of the nine
projects shortlisted (from 100 glob-
ally) for the World Urban Forum 10
(WUF10) in Abu Dhabi, which was
held from Feb 8 to 13 this year.

“The Penang Bay project is a
huge one that will take between 10
and 20 years to complete,” he told
a press conference in Komtar on
May 27.

It is to be developed by George
Town Conservation and Develop-
ment Corporation (GTCDC) - a
partnership between the Penang
government and Think City. The
project stitches together several
existing or proposed transport and
urban revitalisation projects in the
bay.

The Penang Bay project incorpo-
rates Gurney Wharf, the George
Town north and east seafront pro-
jects, Jelutong landfill, waterfront
re-development in Butterworth, and
environmental initiatives to clean up
the Penang Straits, Sungai Peraiand
Sungai Pinang,

GTCDC director Hamdan Abdul
Majid said the aim of the project was

to create a new, seamless, city core
between Butterworth and George
Town.

“The competition is an invitation
to local and global innovators to
generate inspiring ideas and con-
ceptsto help re-imagine the way the
people of Penang leverage their
water-based assets.

“The project helps to drive pros-
perity and build a resilient post
Covid-19 state,” he said.

Hamdan added that the compe-
tition would be open to architects,
landscape architects and urban
planners around the world.

“Their designs and ideas must
address five strategic objectives.

“The five key objectives are to
leverage Penang’s role in the inter-
national technology ecosystem, to
position Penang as a regional busi-
ness services and logistics hub, to
create a new core that links the
Penang island and the mainland, to
activate and rehabilitate underuti-
lised waterfronts and to be socially
inclusive, rehabilitate natural eco-
system and build resilience for fu-
ture generation

Also present were Penang Chief
Minister Incorporated deputy gen-
eral manager S. Bharathi and Think
City programme director Dr Matt
Benson.

(from Ieft) Rayer taklng a wefie with Chow, Bharathi, Abdul Razak and Azhar at Penang Digital Library
Phase Two.

viding telecommunications ser-
vices,” he said.

Chow also congratulated the
State Secretary, CMI and the Pen-
ang Digital Library for making PG-
Care a success.

Chow, Jelutong MP R.S.N. Rayer,
State Secretary Datuk Abdul Razak
Jaafar, Deputy State Secretary
(Development) Datuk Azhar Ar-
shad, Penang Island City Council
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang and

CMI deputy general manager S.
Bharathi attended a briefing to get
the latest updates on the PGCare
app.

On a separate note, Intel and
Xyreon Technology Sdn Bhd each
presented a “self-service” body
temperature screening device to
the Penang Digital Library.

The two devices will each be
placed atthe Penang Digital Library
and the Penang Digital Library

Phase Two.

Chow and his team took part in
the product demonstration, guided
by Xyreon Technology managing
director Raymond Chew. Also pre-
sent was Intel’s account manager
Tan Ing Chin.

The two companies donated the
devices as their CSR effort to help
the libraries screen the body tem-
perature of visitors when they
open.
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TOTAL of 13 jeep service
Agrivers have received the
ne-off payment of RM500
underthe Penang People’s Aid Pack-
age 2.0 recently.

The additional aid package,
which was announced by Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow on May 6,
was to ease the burdens of the vul-
nerable groups affected by the
Covid-19 crisis.

In an interview with Buletin Muti-
ararecently, the jeep drivers thanked
the state government for its concern
of their welfare and hoped for a bet-
ter future for the state’s tourism in-
dustry.

The jeep service is managed by

Persatuan Penduduk Bukit Bendera
in which the drivers themselves are
Penang Hill residents.

Mohd Fitri Ghazali, 33, said he
became a part-time delivery rider for
foodpanda after losing his income
during the movement control order.

“Our service is heavily dependent
on tourists, especially from foreign
countries. Some 80% of our custom-
ers are foreign tourists.

“We charge our customers
RM120 for a two-way trip and RM80
forasingle trip. It is a big blow for us
as we do not have any source of in-
come now,” said Mohd Fitri, whose
grandfather was a former jeep ser-
vice driver too.

“So, | decided to work as a part-
time delivery rider to support my
family since | am the sole bread
winner. | have been a jeep driver for

Covid-19 screening of foreign
workers progressing smoothly
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the past 14 years.

“lamthankful to the state govern-
ment for the RM500. And it would
be great if more incentives can be
given to jeep drivers.”

Another jeep driver, Ramesh
Ponniah, 51, said he also appreci-
ated the government’s aid at such
a time like this.

He added that they do not only
fetch customers up and down the
hill but also act as an emergency
response team.

“Apart from ferrying the custom-
ers, we lend a hand whenever there
is an emergency. For instance, dur-

drivers hope torlm

e

ing a breakdown of the funicular
train, when missing hikers are
found or during a natural disaster
such as landslide.

“We've to stay optimistic.

“We are putting our confidence
in the state government to revive
the entire tourism industry which
has been badly hit. The most im-
portant thing is to rebuild confi-
dence in our local tourists,” said
Ramesh, who has been a jeep
service driver for 15 years.

Beh Lim Ta, 43, hoped the trying
times would quickly pass as peo-
ple’s livelihoods are affected.

“First of all, my sincere thanks
to the state government for the
one-off payment as it gives us some
slight relief.

“Besides the incentive, we have
also received provisions from the
Air Putih assemblyman (Lim Guan
Eng) and the Penang Hill Corpora-
tion. We thank them for their kind
gestures.

“| also support the idea of at-
tracting local tourists to Penang Hill.
If the situation is prolonged, | will
have to look for a parttime job,”
said Beh, who has been a jeep
service driver for two years.

A TOTAL of 9,654 foreign con-
struction workers in Penang
have undergone Covid-19
screening so far.

Penang Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo was de-
lighted that the figure account-
ed for 82% of 12,023 foreign
construction workers in the
state.

He pointed out that it was an
encouraging response in line
with the call by the authorities
to conduct mandatory screen-
ing for all migrant workers.

“The good news is that al-
most 90% of foreign construc-
tion workers on the island have
been screened while 67.7%
have undergone screening on
the mainland so far.

“It is my hope that the tests
will be completed soon and let
us pray that the results will be
negative.

“The state government would
not compromise on the public
health issue, which is of utmost
priority,” he told a press confer-
ence after inspecting the Impe-
rial Grande, a project by Ideal
Property Group, in Sungai Ara,
Bayan Lepas on May 29.

Jagdeep was pleased with
the way Ideal was adhering to
the standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) during his visit.

He said he was informed that
there were some 200 foreign
construction workers on duty at
the construction site.

Asked what action would be
taken if any of the developers in
the state failed to adhere to the
SOPs, Jagdeep said a stop-work
order would be issued to the
company.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang concurred with Jagdeep,
saying that the council has al-
ways been carrying out site in-
spections to ensure that the
protocol was followed.

“l would like to express our
gratitude to all developers for
giving their cooperation during
the Covid-19 crisis,” he added.

Ideal Property Group execu-
tive chairman Tan Sri Alex Ooi,
who was present, said his com-
pany had taken a serious ap-
proach to ensure the SOP was
observed.

“In fact, we have a facial rec-
ognition technology to recognise
our own workers. This is to pre-
vent outsiders from coming in,”
he said.

Next Normal For Visiting

POCARE Business Premises

Use digital log book PGCare to enter business premises

3 simple steps
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URL in by showing your
browser/send "Checked In"
SMS status
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For any inquiry: help@pgcare.my
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HE Penang Water Supply
TCorporation (PBAPP)

wants cloud seeding ops
to continue so that it can meet
a 70% capacity target for dams
by year-end.

Cloud seeding in Penang is
set to continue in June as well
after a successful operation in
May, resulting in the increase
of water capacity at its three
dams - Mengkuang, Air Itam
and Teluk Bahang.

PBAPP chief executive of-
ficer Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa
told Buletin Mutiara that the
cloud seeding carried out in
May had shown positive re-
sults.

“We have achieved good re-
sults in Air Itam, Mengkuang
and Kedah dams as well but
improvement is much needed
in Teluk Bahang Dam.

“The water capacity at Air
Itam Dam has increased by
12%, Mengkuang Dam by 7.9%
but Teluk Bahang Dam by
merely 2.5%.

“We need to continue with
this initiative as we have found
that there will be clouds in
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Chow with Jaseni, Wong, Zairil and Ng (front row) and other PBAPP personnel posing for a photo after visiting the Air ltam Dam.

June. So itis an opportunity for
us to continue with cloud seed-

ing. However, July and August
are predicted to be dry weath-
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Image-scan QR code or visit
PGCare website to register:
https://pgcare.my/registration

All business premises are required

to register visitors with PGCare

2

STEP 2

Input premise's details, print poster,
and display the poster at premise's
entrance. (Unigue QR code and SMS

code will be generated for each

premise.)

STEP 3 Ensure all visitors scan the displayed QR code before
entering the premise.
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Visitors with feature phone can send the premise's SMS
code to 68886.

Visitors without feature phone are required to fill up the

LT

For any inquiry:

help@pgcare.my

log book provided by the premise.
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er,” Jaseni said.

“PBAPP is also getting ready
to brace for a dry season next
year and all dams must have
at least 70% water capacity by
the end of this year.

“The water storage in Meng-
kuang Dam is the best thus far
as it records 74.7%.

“That’s why we need to fo-
cus our effort on increasing
the water capacity in Teluk
Bahang Dam,” he said when
briefing Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow during a visit to the
Air Itam Dam on May 27.

The capacity readings re-
corded at the two other Pen-
ang dams as of May 27 were
44 4% at Air Itam and Teluk
Bahang (22.9%).

Also present were Bukit
Bendera MP Wong Hon Wai,
state Public Works, Utilities
and Flood Mitigation Commit-
tee chairman Zairil Khir Jo-
hari and Air Itam assembly-
man Joseph Ng Soon Siang.

Chow said he was glad that
the recent rainfall had also
helped to increase water level
in Beris and Muda dams in
Kedah.

“These are the strategic
water sources for Penang. The
state has also taken note of
PBAPP’s recommendation to
have more cloud seeding op-
erations so that the water
capacity at all dams can be

increased to 70% by end of the
year.

“We did not have a 70% ca-
pacity target last year as Air
Itam Dam recorded 65%, Teluk
Bahang Dam 41% and Meng-
kuang Dam 74%,” he said.

He said the Ulu Muda catch-
ment area had been gazetted
by the then Kedah Mentri Besar
Datuk Seri Mukhriz Mahathir
while the logging contracts had
been cancelled as well.

“This will ensure the Ulu
Muda catchment area contin-
ues to supply water to Perlis,
Kedah and Penang, benefiting
over four million people, indus-
tries and commercial activities
in the northern states.

“The state hopes that Ulu
Muda continues to be gazetted
as a water catchment for the
northern region,” he added.

On the Sungai Perak Raw
Water Transfer Scheme
(SPRWTS), Chow said the state
would continue to pursue the
matter.

“Zairil has been tasked to
liaise with relevant authorities
for further negotiation while
our MPs will definitely raise the
issue in Parliament as well,” he
said, adding that the federal
government and state must
work together to implement it.

Jaseni said the state and
PBAPP were seeking to com-
mission SPRWTS by 2025.
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mStory by K.H. Ong

ALAYSIAN sport lost a legend
M when former badminton star Tan

Aik Mong passed away due to
cancer at the Subang Jaya Medical Centre
on May 31.

He was 70.

Aik Mong and his older brother Aik
Huang, 74, were among the illustrious
national shuttlers in the 60s and 70s.

They hailed from Penang and moved
to Kuala Lumpur in later years for their
tertiary education as well as their profes-
sional careers.

While Aik Huang was more accom-
plished as a player by winning the pres-
tigious 1966 All-England in Wembley,
London, Aik Mong was a champion in his
own right by capturing the 1971 Asian
Badminton Championship in Jakarta

Aik Mong also helped Malaysia to finish
as runners-up in the 1970
Thomas Cup in Kuala Lumpur
besides winning two silver med-
als in the 1973 SEAP Games
(now known as SEA Games) in
Singapore.

He represented the national
team from 1966 till 1975.

Always interested in informa-
tion technology, he pursued his
career as a system analyst and
a computer manager in Kuala
Lumpur. Among the companies
he had served were Guthrie
Group and Malaysia Airlines.

One of Aik Mong's friends who
knew that he was battling colon
cancer in the past few years was James
Ho, founder of Yayasan Suria Johor Baru
(YSJB), a charity foundation.

A cancer survivor himself, Ho said he
could not get Aik Mong off his mind after
learning about his death.

“This guy is not only a giant in the
badminton world but the gentle side of
him is what impressed me the most,” Ho
said in a YSJB FB post.

“I got to know him only in the later part
of his life. We did not cross paths although
we were in the plantation business. He
was working for Guthrie in the IT section
while | was working for Boustead as a
plantation manager.

“When we got to know each other, we
used to chat about life. The first time we
met up was when he invited my whole
family to KL to have lunch with him at
KGNS (Kelab Golf Negara Subang), his
favourite golfing venue.

“Cancer is nothing new to me. Some
18 years ago, | was in the same predica-
ment as Bro Aik Mong.

“They removed one lobe of my lung at
third stage cancer and gave me 3%
chance of survival.

“I went through 28 rounds of chemo-
therapy and 30 rounds of radiotherapy.
Miraculously, | pulled through.

“Aik Mong and | shared a lot of experi-
ences and stories together. But what
touched me most was his soft and kind

Ho says Aik Mong’s
legacy in Yayasan Suria
JB will be continued
for the three adopted
families.
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heart towards clients
under YSJB after his
visit to some of our cli-
ents in JB in 2019.

“He chose three fam-
ilies - one of each race
- for adoption, funding
them quietly through
YSJB.

“He told me to keep my big mouth shut.
That’s Aik Mong.”

When the three adopted families learnt
that Aik Mong had departed, Ho said they
were very sad because they had lost such
a kind man. At the same time, Ho said
they were also worried about their future.

But Ho assured them that they would
be cared for “because we want to carry
on the legacy of Aik Mong”.

There were other touching tributes to
Aik Mong.

Badminton Association of Malaysia
president Datuk Seri Norza Zakaria said
BAM was deeply saddened by the loss of
Aik Mong.

“On behalf of BAM, we wish to express
our deepest condolences to his family for
the passing of someone who had contrib-
uted significantly to BAM and Malaysian
badminton. He will be missed dearly by
the badminton fraternity,” Norza said.

Soon Lip Chee, the state executive
councillor for Youth and Sports, said Pen-
ang and the country had lost a legend.

“| feel sad that Aik Mong has left us.
Penang has always produced great bad-
minton players, including the Tan brothers
- Aik Mong and Aik Huang.

“Penang is proud of Aik Mong’s tre-
mendous achievements for the state and
country. And on behalf of the state and
the Penang State Sports Council, | wish

€S

duringlhis playing days.

to extend our condolences to his family.

“Although the younger generation may
not know who Aik Mong is, | believe his-
tory is very important for us to remember
and cherish his contributions in the Ma-
laysian sports arena,” Soon said.

Veteran sports writer Terence Netto
used an old term to describe Aik Mong:
“He possessed both brains and brawn.

“He was not only an international class
shuttler, he had the grades to qualify for
tertiary education at University of Ma-
laya,” said Netto, a sports writer for Malay
Mail, The Star and allSports from 1975
to 2007.

“The other Malaysian sports perform-
ers in that era to combine the two were
his elder brother Aik Huang, and Mani
Jegathesan, the track star who became
Asia’s fastest man in the 1966 Asian
Games while completing final year stud-
ies in medicine at University of Malaya in
Singapore.

“Another Malaysian badminton player
to follow suit was the late Punch Gunalan
who became an engineer.

“There were no incentives in those
days for the brainy and the brawny to
excel but Dr Jega, Aik Huang, Aik Mong
and Gunalan showed the way by combin-
ing the two. They were an inspiration to
youth in a developing nation.

“It was great to be alive and ardent
about sport in those days.”

Former Thomas Cup skipper Datuk Teh
Kew San and his wife Datin Ng Mei Ling
also expressed their sadness, adding that
Aik Mong would meet up with them each
time he came to Penang for ‘Qing Ming’
to pay respects to his mother and sister.

“The last we met was on Nov 18 last
year when he came for a gathering of old

friends. We all had a meal at
the Penang Club,” Kew San,
85, recalled.

“In recent years, | knew he
was taking some Chinese
medicine and practising med-
itation and joga. And he ate
only vegetables and fruits.”

Former BAM president
Tengku Mahaleel Tengku Ariff
described Aik Mong as a
“rare” person.

“He was a simple man. No

. airs and very helpful to any
badminton player. He knew

the foundations of badmin-

ton very, very well. | was playing with him
and his brother Aik Huang as a University
of Malaya badminton player. He was sin-
gle minded and a no-nonsense person
during practices,” Tengku Mahaleel said.

“He helped me when | was president
of BAM in coaching. He also came to help
Kelantan Badminton Association and he
was not there for money but for the love
of the game. All he wanted was to produce
more good players.”

Former Thomas Cupper Datuk James
Selvaraj, who was a teammate of Aik
Mong when they represented Malaysia in
the 1965 Asian schools championships
in Sri Lanka, concurred with Tengku Ma-
haleel about Aik Mong’s single-minded-
ness.

“He is a good friend. We belong to the
same chat group of former national play-
ers. Once or twice in a year, the group
members would meet up.

“He believed what he said. He was very
principled, straight forward but a friendly
person,” James said.

One of Malaysia’s greatest doubles
players, Datuk Tan Yee Khan, was also
saddened over Aik Mong's death.

“He was my junior. | run a hotel in
Pangkor Island and Aik Mong used to
visit me. We would chat about the good
old days. Coincidentally, both of us also
love golf besides badminton. Players of
our time used to sacrifice a lot for the
state and country,” Yee Khan said.

Khaw Cheow Kheng, a former Penang
player who represented Malaysia from
1983 to 1986, said he holds Aik Mong in
high esteem.

“In the early 80s when | was in the
national team, Aik Mong was the chair-
man of the BAM Training and Develop-
ment Committee,” recalled Cheow Kheng.
“Aik Mong was a humble boss, who would
listen to you even if he disagreed. He
would also explain why he disagreed with
your views.”

Aik Mong leaves behind son Tan T Ki-
ang (sic), daughter-in-law Ineke Nauli,
grandson Tan Sun-Yen, granddaughter
Tan Su-Li, brother Aik Huang and sister-
in-law Loh Wei Leng, nephew Tan Yi-Liang,
god daughter Doreena Ng and god grand-
daughters Danielle Kuan and Danica
Kuan.

Aik Mong had a sister, Dr Tan Sok
Khim, who predeceased him.



Dec 3 date for

biggest multl-
purpose hall

EBERANG Perai’s biggest
Smulti-purpose hall, measuring

17,800sq metres, inAmpang
Jajar, Butterworth is expected to be
completed on Dec 3 this year.

Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC) deputy general manager
Datuk Yeoh Lean Huat said initially
the work on the project was sup-
posed to end in the middle of this
year but had to be delayed due to
several technical issues.

“Among the technical issues that
we faced are to instal an additional
ducting support in the main building
(main hall) and carry out some ex-
ternal works, including the relocation
of Tenaga Nasional Berhad (TNB)

bles, concrete pillars and others, to
a nearby road.

“This also includes the road up-
grading works from a two-lane to
fourlane road in Jalan Permatang
Pauh Lama near the construction
site.

“There is no denying that the im-
plementation of the movement
control order (MCO)is also one of the
main reasons contributing to the
delay of the project.

“As of now, the project is 78%
complete and since we can operate
at full force now, we are confident of
doing our best to ensure that the
project is completed within the stipu-
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lated time,” Yeoh told Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow during his visit to the
site on May 23.

The RM42.6mil double-storey
air-conditioned banquet hall was
announced in 2017 and is fully
funded by PDC.

Lumson Bina Engineering Sdn
Bhd is the main contractor for the
project. When completed, the hall will
be fully equipped with facilities such
as three ballrooms which can ac-
commodate 360 tables, a stage and
four function rooms, two separate
kitchens, 600 parking lots for cars

and 400 lots for motorcycles and
many more.

Chow hoped PDC and the main
contractor would work very hard to
ensure that the project is completed
ontime.

“Hopefully, when all the technical
issues have been resolved, the pro-
ject can be completed within the
deadline gjven.

“This is important because the
new banquet hall will play an impor-
tant part to stimulate the economy
and tourism activities in Seberang
Perai and its surrounding areas.

“Apart from holding a wedding
reception, the hall can be used to
organise meetings, conferences and
exhibitions.

“Thus, this project will bring huge
benefits to the Seberang Perai com-
munity through the accommodation
and infrastructure provided,” he
said.

According to Chow, the Penang
government is also constantly mon-
itoring all the ongoing infrastructure

NEWS™

Artist’s impression of the
banquet hall in Ampang Jajar,
Butterworth.

projects in the state.

“We understand that during the
MCO, many state infrastructure
projects were delayed.

“Thus, | urge all heads of state
government agencies to play their
roles to expedite the completion
works especially involving crucial
projects such as road upgrading
works, flood mitigation projects and
other projects that are deemed im-
portant to the public.

“This is because any delay of such
projects will cause a negative impact
to the people,” Chow added.

Also present at the site were state
Youth and Sports Committee chair-
man Soon Lip Chee, Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP) mayor Datuk
Rozali Mohamud, Lumson Bina En-
gineering group managing director
Ung Kok Hin, Lumson Bina Engineer-
ing safety and health officer
Bhaskaran Arunasalam, former PDC
general manager Datuk Rosli Jaafar
and MBSP councillor Khong Chee
Seong.

Teleperformance Malaysia
spreads its wings

TELEPERFORMANCE Malaysia, the
first Business Process Outsourcing
(BPO) company in Penang, is establish-
ing its third campus in the state to grow
its business.

Teleperformance Malaysia and
Singapore chief executive officer Sam
Chong said the company had high
aspirations for Penang and that it was
keen on setting up its third office at the
Penang Development Corporation’s
new Global Business Services (GBS)
facility - GBS@Mahsuriin Bayan Baru.

“The new campus should be pro-
gressing by either Q4 of this year or Q1
of next year.

“We are looking at hiring about
1,000 people with the opening of our
third office,” Chong, who was in Singa-
pore, told Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow via a virtual conference call on
May 241.

Chow visited the company’s George
Town campus in Menara Livingston,
Jalan Argyll. The company has another
campus in One Precinct, Bayan Lepas.

Chong said the company hoped to

employ people from the disabled com-
munity.

He also hoped to gain the Penang
government’s support on initiatives
that could benefit both parties.

Chow said the state government
welcomed the job opportunities pro-
vided by Teleperformance Malaysia.

“You can talk to investPenang
pertainingto hiring talents,” he told the
company.

Chow said the state was looking
forward to the opening of Teleper-
formance Malaysia’s new campus at
GBS@Mahsuri.

Teleperformance Asia Pacific
chief customer officer Andy Rangel
said Teleperformance Malaysia
welcomed employees from more
than 15 different countries in Asia.

“Teleperformance Malaysia sup-
ports over 10 international house-
hold brands in 15 different lan-
guages and dialects. It has more
than 1,600 full-time employees
since it was established in 2017,”
he said.
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Timely Raya

gift for flats
dwellers

EPix by Chan Kok Kuan

residents of Villa Mas Ewani

low-cost apartment in Jelutong
when their application for financial
assistance to the state government
for a new water tank costing
RM67,800 was approved.

Penang Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said under the Penang
Maximum 80 percent Maintenance
Fund (TPM80OPP), the state govern-
ment would bear 80% of the cost
while the apartment dwellers would
have to bear the other 20%.

“This is a small Raya gift for
them. This is also the first project
post Covid-19 that | am coming to.

IT was a cheerful Hari Raya for

But there will be many more,”
Jagdeep told a press conference at
the apartment’s management of-
fice on May 22.

“It's very important to get the
housing maintenance projects go-
ing. We're going to have a new
mindset. We want to assist by expe-
diting all the projects to revive the
economy.”

He said under the TPM8OPP, the
state government has so far spent
RM35.3 million for approving a total
of 240 applications involving 393
projects.

He added that 87 applications
are still being processed and they
are expected to cost the govern-
ment an additional RM16.2 million.

“As | have said before, we will
reprioritise and restrategise. We will

Some cheer for the needy

A TOTAL of 52 families who
lost their income due to the
movement control order (MCO)
were recently provided essen-
tial goods by some good Sa-
maritans.

Compass Light Association
(CLASS) and the Vhern Child
Care Centre came together to
cater to the poor and needy
families in the neighbourhoods
of Perai, Seberang Jaya, Per-
matang Pauh and Butterworth.

According to CLASS founder
and president Sadhisan Thiru-
mohan, the provisions were
distributed to all recipients ir-
respective of race or religion.

“Among the recipients were
also families with low house-

hold income or the B40 group
celebrating the Hari Raya fes-
tivity. All the items were spon-
sored by well-wishers as a
gesture of brotherly love,” said
Sadhisan during the pro-
gramme on May 23.

Also joining him was Deputy
Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy, who commended
CLASS and Vhern Child Care
Centre for their thoughtfulness
towards the community.

“I'think it is a good initiative
by the organisers as the most
important element during
times such as this is upholding
humanity,”’ said Ramasamy,
who is also the Perai assembly-
man.
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Jagdeep presenting|/the state’s letter]of]
approval to Marnilai Masriah for)Villa
Mas Ewani apartment to replace their

water tank under TPM80PP. With them
are Rayer (left) and Lim (right).

give priority to these applications.
When contractors get selected,
their workers have work to do and
this will help the economy.”

Jagdeep said the state govern-
ment has since 2008 spent over
RM250 million from various hous-
ing funds, including the RM35 mil-
lion for TPM8OPP, for maintenance
projects at public and private hous-
ing schemes in the state until May
this year.

Villa Mas Ewani management
committee chairman Marnilai Mas-
riah Abdullah thanked Jagdeep,
Sungai Pinang assemblyman Lim

Siew Khim and the state govern-
ment for the financial aid.

“We’ve been paying an addi-
tional RM1,000 for the water bill
because the water tank, which was
installed 18 years ago, has been
leaking for some time,” Marnilai
Masriah said after receiving the
state’s approval letter from
Jagdeep.

Lim, who complimented the Villa
Mas Ewani management commit-
tee for their commitment, chipped
in RM5,000 for the maintenance
project from her constituency fund.

Villa Mas Ewani management

committee treasurer Chuah Choon
Huat also expressed his gratitude
to the state government, adding
that they were also gjiven financial
assistance when they replaced two
lifts at the apartment last year.

Also present were Jelutong MP
R.S.N. Rayer, Penang Island City
Council councillor Nicholas
Theng, state Housing Department
senior secretary Ainul Fadhilah
Samsudi, senior assistant secre-
tary Mohd Fauzi Mohd Yusoff,
management committee secre-
tary Oo Seng Guan and contractor
Mohd Fauzi Mustaffa.

Cops, army personnel receive
token of apprec:latlon

THE state government contrib-
uted RM10,000 each to the po-
lice and Armed Forces personnel
for their services in Penang in
conjunction with the Hari Raya
celebration recently.

Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk
Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rah-
man, who represented Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, handed
over the annual contribution to
their representatives.

“The contribution is our sin-
cere appreciation for their ser-
vices all this while,” said Ahmad
Zakiyuddin before the cheque
presentation on March 22.

“The state government would

P

(From left) Mohd Halim, Abdul
Aziz, Yeoh and Ahmad Zakiyuddin
in a group picture after the
cheque presentation ceremony.
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also like to convey our heartiest
gratitude to the front-liners from
the police and army for their
dedication in the safeguarding
the people during the Covid-19
crisis,” he added.

The police were represented
by Penang deputy police chief
DCP Datuk Abdul Aziz Abdul Ma-
jid while the Armed Forces was
represented by Brig-Jen Datuk
Mohd Halim Khalid.

Abdul Aziz and Mohd Halim
thanked the state government
for their thoughtfulness.

Also present was State Tour-
ism Development, Culture, Arts
and Heritage Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin.



Fishermen
praise state
govt for

cash aid

EStory by Riadz Akmal and
Danny Ooi

BPix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

5,814 coastal fishermen from

Zone A, who were badly af-
fected by the movement control
order (MCO), when the state’s
one-off payment of RM400 was
disbursed to them in stages from
May 20.

The incentive is part of the
RM76 million Penang People’s
Aid Package 2.0 which aims to
assist the people during these
challenging times in view of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

State Agriculture, Agro-based
Industries, Rural Development
and Health Committee chairman
Dr Norlela Ariffin said the Penang
government started disbursing
the payment on May 20 through
the Penang Fisheries Develop-
ment Authority (LKIM).

“The state LKIM will then
credit the payment in stages to
the fishermen who have bank ac-
counts.

“For those fishermen who do
not have a bank account, they can
collect the incentive at the se-
lected locations on the island and
mainland,” she told Buletin
Mutiara when met at Dewan
Besar Sungai Dua in Butterworth.

She was there to oversee the
distribution of the one-off pay-
ment to the fishermen.

Buletin Mutiara managed to
interview a few of the recipients
regarding the incentive and be-
low are their views:

IT was a welcome relief for

Mohd Baharom, 55:

“First and foremost, | would
like to express my deepest ap-
preciation to the state govern-
ment for not forgetting us. | still
remember the struggles that we,
fishermen, faced during the MCO.

“One of the problems was that
our catch dwindled due to the
limited movement allowed during
MCO.

“And it trulv affected mv in-

come because | only depend on
my daily wage as a fisherman.

“Thus, the one-off payment of
RM400 really means a lot to me,
especially to celebrate Hari Raya
Aidilfitri with my family.”

Nor Azmi Md Sapar, 43:

“lam from Kuala Muda Fisher-
man Association, and like every-
one else, | was also badly affected
because of the low catch.

“Life was hard for us back then
but now, since the state govern-
ment has started to open up the
economy, we are starting to re-
gain our pace.

“And this one-off payment of
RMA400 really eases my burden
for Hari Raya.

“It may not be much, but | am
still grateful. Other people may be
in a worse situation.

“Thank you to the state govern-
ment for looking into our plight.”

- 4
Mohd Zaidi Awang Mat Isa, 35:

“For me, my catch is not af-
fected at all. At least, not in
Penaga. But, it affected us when
it came to delivery.

“Before the MCO was imple-
mented, we could send our
catch to various markets in Se-
berang Perai. But during the
MCO, it was hard for us to travel
from one place to another.

“We could only sell our catch
to a few markets in Penaga only.
Hence, it caused our revenue to
go down by more than 50%.

“Thus, | am grateful for this
RM400 cash aid.”
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Bahar Siraj, 84:

“It was difficult for me to go out to the sea during the MCO
and as a result my financial situation was severely impacted. But
that did not stop me from finding an alternative way to generate
income.

“My wife and | started to sell nasi lemak from house to house
in our neighbourhood.

“This at least helped to provide some income for us during
the dire times. We were also not eligible for the Bantuan Prihatin
Nasional (BPN) cash aid from the federal government.

“So, we are doing everything we can to survive.

“And with this RM400 cash aid from the state government, it
will surely bring a huge relief to my family as we celebrate Hari
Raya.”

Rosli Yusoff, 62:

“My main job is as a fisherman but | do
own a shop which sells fishing equipment.
Unfortunately, during the MCO, my busi-
ness was not allowed to operate as it does
not fall under the essential services cate-
gory.

“Furthermore, | am also not eligible for
the BPN cash aid. Thus, this is a big blow
to me.

“So, | survived by using my little savings
to support my family. | am the sole bread-
winner; so just imagine our hardship during
those times. | almost gave up.

“But, since the Penang government has
allowed almost all sectors to operate, my
shop is already open for business.

“And this RM400 cash aid from the state
government serves as an additional cash
assistance for me. | thank the Penang gov-
ernment for that.”

Chew Yam Kiang, 65:

“I have been a fisherman for al-
most 30 years. Never before have |
faced such a difficult time like dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic.

“It affected my livelihood as well
as my family’s welfare with the low
catch during the MCO.

“Luckily, there were some non-
governmental organisations (NGOs)
that came forward to assist my fam-
ily by providing us with some basic
necessities.

“And with this RM400 cash aid,
it can further ease up my burden.”

HLaAN SERI PADUKA BAGINDA
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mStory and pix by Riadz
Akmal

ESA Wawasan flats in Bukit
DMertajam created history as

the first People’s Housing
Project (PPR) in the country to be
directly awarded the services con-
tract via its residents’ committee by
the Penang government.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said the contract was
worth RM210,692.40 for cleaning
and related services at Desa Wa-
wasan Flats.

He said the services contract
was for one year, starting from June
1 this year to May 31, 2021.

“This is the first time such a
contract is being given to the com-
munity itself because, usually, we
will award the contract to the rele-
vant cleaning firm.

“The main reason is because the
residents of Desa Wawasan Flats
have shown a very good example in
terms of taking care of their prem-

flats create |~ =
history

ises from becoming filthy or over-
grown with weeds.

“We also plan to make Desa
Wawasan Flats an example to other
PPRs in the state and change the
negative perception among the
public about the cleanliness level in
PPR premises.

“And of course, if residents of
Desa Wawasan Flats manage to
carry out the cleaning work success-
fully, there is no doubt that we will
continue with the initiative.

“This applies to other PPRs and
other housing projects in the state,”
Jagdeep told reporters during the
contract handover ceremony at the
property on May 31.

Also present were Padang La-
lang assemblyman Chong Eng, who
is also the state executive councillor
for Women & Family Development,
Gender Inclusiveness & Non-Islam-
ic Religious Affairs, Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP) mayor Datuk
Rozali Mohamud, Penang Women'’s
Development Corporation (PWDC)
chief executive officer Ong Bee Leng
and Desa Wawasan Flats Residents
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Jagdeep (right) handing over the contract letter to Mohd Sanusi while Chong Eng (left) and state Housing

Department director Ainul Fadhilah Samsudi (wearing face mask) look on.

Association chairman Mohd Sanusi
Ahmad.

According to Chong Eng, the
contract handover is a joint collabo-
ration between the state Housing
Department and PWDC under the
Gender Responsive and Participa-
tory Budgeting (GRPB).

INFOGRAF
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“With GRPB, the main objective
is to involve residents of Desa Wa-
wasan Flats through community
engagement to improve their qual-
ity of life,” she said.

Furthermore, Chong Eng said the
contract handover also could pro-
vide job opportunities to the resi-
dents of Desa Wawasan while they
maintain the cleanliness of the

place.

“The residents here are the ones
who will do the cleaning work and
for that, the residents’ committee
has already appointed 11 workers
from among the residents.

“Thus, | hope that this appoint-
ment will instil a sense of responsi-
bility in the residents here to upkeep
their premises,” she added.

Eager tenants snhap up GBS@Mahsuri

THE office space in the new GBS@
Mahsuri has been fully snapped up
by tenants.

Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC) general manager Datuk
Mohd Bazid Abdul Kahar said the
construction work of the two-storey
80,000 sq ft building would be
completed in September.

“It was initially scheduled for
completion in April. However, we
were unable to complete it due to
the movement control order (MCO).

“We are very happy that the lots
are fully taken up. There is a de-
mand for Global Business Services
(GBS) in Penang.

“This project is another contribu-
tion by PDC towards industrial
growth inthe state,” he told Buletin
Mutiara at GBS@Mahsuri in Bayan
Baru on May 30.

Penang Domestic and Interna-
tional Trade, Consumer Affairs and
Entrepreneur Development Com-
mittee chairman Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain said the state is
known for its manufacturing indus-

try.

“GBS is a growing sector in Pen-
ang. We are going to promote itand
attract big companies to support
our existing manufacturing indus-
try,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the GBS@Mahsuri facility was
scheduled for operation in the last
quarter of this year.

“This RM17.8 million building is
an MSC Cyber Centre Tier One of-
fice space.

“Penang has always been strong
in the electrical and electronics
(E&E) cluster. The GBS is one of the
sub-clusters that is gaining traction
in the state.

“The sector is, principally, not
only serving Malaysia but also Asia
Pacific and the world,” he said.

Also present were Bukit Tambun
assemblyman Goh Choon Aik,
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang and
PDC deputy general manager Yeoh
Lean Huat.
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FTER contributing millions
of medical and essential
roducts to the frontliners

and the needy, Buddhist Tzu-Chi
Merits Society Malaysia is now help-
ing schools.

Buddhist Tzu-Chi Merits Society
Malaysia commissioner Khoo Boo
Leong said the society was prepar-
ing for the reopening of schools.

“Our society has decided to ex-
tend our love and care to schools
by presenting them with face
shields.

“We have delivered 11,600 face
shields in total to SMJK Chung Ling,
Chung Ling Private High School,
SRJK Han Chiang, Han Chiang
Private, Han Chiang University Col-
lege, SJK (C) Tong Sian and the
district education offices on the
island.

“We are giving out another
18,530 face shields to SRIJK (C)
Perempuan Cina, Penang Chinese
Girls’ High School, Penang Chinese
Girls’ Private High School, SJK (C)
Kheng Tean, SJKC Jelutong, SJK (C)

FMM Penang members, represented by Ooi (third from right), in a group photo with Chow (in white)

after the aid presentation ceremony.

Phor Tay, Phor Tay High School
(Private), SMJK Phor Tay, Heng Ee
High School, SMJK Chung Hwa
Confucian, SIKC Beng Teik (Pusat)
and SJKC Hun Bin,” he told Buletin
Mutiara in Komtar on May 19 be-
fore presenting the face shields to
the state government to be distrib-
uted to the schools.

Also present was the society’'s
commissioner Datuk Loh Eng Wee.

The society had donated 1.035
million medical gloves, over
600,000 surgical masks, more

than 271,000 face shields and
many others, including providing
charity support to 21,100 families,
from March 17 to May 15.

Meanwhile, Penang industry
players, represented by Federation
of Malaysian Manufacturers (Pen-
ang) chairman Datuk Dr Ooi Eng
Hock, donated RM55,000 to the
Penang Covid-19 Fund.

Several companies in FMM Pen-
ang and an individual also contrib-
uted face shields to the Penang
government.

Swift Bridge Technologies (M)
Sdn Bhd donated 150,000 face
shields, while MKT Marketing Sdn
Bhd contributed 5,000.

Others that contributed face
shields were Shan Poornam Metals
Sdn Bhd (10,000), M Pump & En-
gineering Sdn Bhd (10,000), Sky
Resources Sdn Bhd (5,000), Elli-
ance Sdn Bhd (Pusat Teknologi
i4.0) (5,000), Mywave Sdn Bhd
(5,000) and DIC Compounds (M)
Sdn Bhd (5,000).

Flextronics Technology (Penang)

Contributions to help schools,

frontliners and the needy

—

Sdn Bhd vice-president (IT) Lee See
Nee made a personal contribution
of 5,000 face shields to the state.

SENTRAL College Penang alsc
joined in the aid drive when it do-
nated RM6,000 to the Penang
Covid-19 Fund and contributec
3,000 face masks to the Penang
government.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
thanked all the contributors whc
donated generously in cash anc
kind.

“Many have stepped forward tc
aid the frontliners as well as con-
tribute to the Covid-19 funds - both
state and federal.

“It is a long battle against Cov-
id-19, and we are unsure when al
this will be over.

“We have to plan our resources
well. Like | have said, this is like
running a marathon,” he said.

“We feel for the people who have
been impacted by the Covid-1¢
crisis. We hope that with the (grad:
ual) reopening of the economy, the
impact can be mitigated,” Chow
added.

Also present was Komtar assem:
blyman Teh Lai Heng,

June 30 deadline for incentive

THE Seberang Perai City Council (MBSP) has
set June 30 as the closing date for applica-
tions for the one-off payment for hawkers
and small traders under the Penang People’s
Aid Package 2 respectively.

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali Mohamud
urged them to apply as soon as possible by
submitting accurate information for their
applications to be approved.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow announced
the first aid package of RM75 million on
March 25 and the second one of RM76 mil-
lion on May 6 to help vulnerable groups and
businesses affected by the enforcement of
the movement control order from March 18.

Rozali said 300 applicants who have
qualified for the RM500 one-off payment
from the first aid package were however not
able to receive the money yet as they have
given their name or their bank account num-
ber inaccurately.

He advised those who would be submit-
ting their applications for the second aid
package not to repeat the mistake.

“This is not a small figure. How could they
make such a mistake? Don’'t make the same
mistake as them,” Rozali said in his Q&A live
session over the MBSP Facebook on May 30.

“We’ll email them to ask for corrections.
Don’t worry; your money is not missing. We'll
definitely disburse it. No need to telephone

us because the MBSP line is always busy.
We'll tell you what to do when we send out
emails from June 1.”

Besides that, Rozali said there are 1,300
applications that MBSP could not verify their
qualification as yet.

The closing date for application for the
incentive under the first aid package was
May 31.

Rozali said under the second aid package,
three categories of hawkers in Seberang
Perai qualify to apply for the RM500 one-off
incentive.

The first group are those operating at food
complexes or private shops like coffee shops.

Rozali said only the owners of these food
premises need apply on behalf of the hawk-
ers although the owners themselves are not
entitled to the incentive.

The second group comprises hawkers
whose licences have expired in 2018 but are
still active trading.

The third group is made up of hawkers
with “tagging” status and whose names were
already registered with MBSP.

These hawkers, Rozali said, are for in-
stance from Taman Nibong Tebal Jaya, Ta-
man Sutera in Seberang Jaya and Permatang
Maklom in Sungai Dua.

Since the implementation of the MCO,
Rozali said MBSP has come out with several

* MAILIS BANDARAYA SEBERANG PERAI

ELAKKAN MENEKAN
BUTANG LIF
DENGAN JARI

GUNAKAN PEN, TISU
DAN SEBAGAINYA

TAJUK: PROJECT BASEASSIONSMENT & SES! SOAL JAWABR PAKES BANTUAN RAKYAT PULAL PIMANG 2.0

RMES0 KEPADA PENJAA & PENLAGA

In MBSP’s video, lift users are advised to use a pen instead of a finger to press the lift button.

initiatives to prepare itself for the new nor-
mal.

One of them is the project base assign-
ment, which Rozali initiated on Jan 2 this year
by tapping on the creative talents and team-
work of the MBSP personnel to produce
beneficial outcome for the Seberang Perai
folk.

He added that there are 17 departments
in MBSP, with a director heading each one
that specialises in different fields, like engi-
neering, building, planning, finance and so
forth.

As an example of one project base assign-
ment, he showed a short video made by the

MBSP media team on the standard operating
procedures (SOPs) post-Covid-19 at the
workplace.

In the informative video, MBSP staff and
visitors have to wear face masks, observe
social distancing and undergo body tem-
perature check at the entrance. Anyone with
a temperature of 37.5 degrees Celcius and
above will not be allowed into the building.

Rozali complimented the MBSP media
team for coming out with the successful
video and for also being involved with broad-
cast of over 20 Q&A live sessions he has held
since March 18.

They have attracted 367,000 followers.
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