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Domestic Forelgn Total Capital
Jan-Sept, 2012 | Mo, | Investment | Investment | investment |
(RM million) | (AM million) | (RM million) |

5,257.3
1,257.4
338.2

_ |selangor |232
. |Pulau Pinang 113
Kedah ‘ 27

11,1728
12,000.7
7,466.1

Domaestic Foreign
2018 Investment Investment Investment
(RM million) | (RM million) | (RM miltion)

Selangor 241 8,110.4 10,837.0 18,947.4
Pulau Pinang | 108 | 2,087.6 3,693.4 5,781.0
Kedah 41 |759.5 1,626.8 2,386.3
Ringglt Malaysia - RM

2019 saw the best total
approved manufacturing

investment record in 50
years, says Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow  story in page 2
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ENANG is cautiously opti-
Pmistic that it could do well
again this year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
revealed that the state had record-
ed what would be “the best total
approved manufacturing invest-
ment record in 50 years” last year.

“Penang attracted RM13.3 bil-
lion of total approved manufactur-
ing investment from January to
September (up to the third quarter)
last year.

“The final figure (including the  Chow (second from left) and Jagdeep (third from left) presenting angpow to the children during the celebration.
fourth quarter of last year) has not
been announced. | have the figure Themed “Rehda Penang CNY 4,890 units that were registered ensure that there are adequate Chow said he would be waiting
but it is embargoed, pending the Gathering with Children from with Rehda Penang had been suc-  stock of affordable housing units  for Jagdeep to present his propos-
announcement by the ministry and Homes”, the celebration also cessfully sold during the Home in Penang. als to the state executive council.

the Malaysian Investment Develop-  brought joy to 31 children from the  Ownership Campaign 2019 (HOC Jagdeep said the two main con- “I will extend my support to-
ment Authority (MIDA). House of Hope and the Children’s  2019) last year. cerns on housing issues were af- wards the initiatives put up by
“The investment figure shows Protection Society. The total sales of the units fordability and access to loans. Jagdeep and will also listen to the

the level of confidence of investors Chow said Penang would con- amounted to RM3.1 billion. “I will review our state housing views of the stakeholders and Re-
towards Penang. tinue to do well this year; in view “For your information, there guidelines, particularly for afford- hda,” Chow said.

“Investors are confident that of the many infrastructure projects were 16,796 units regjistered with  able housing. Also present were Datuk Ooi
Penang is able to grow, and there that the state would be signing and  Rehda Penang for the HOC 2019, “Those of you who want to par- Kok Seng, who is the special of-
are many factors contributing to  begin implementation from the amounting to a total of RM15.2 bil-  ticipate in (building) affordable ficer to the then Finance Minister,

their confidence. second half of this year. lion. housing, I'm telling you that there Rehda Penang immediate past

“It is possible that all of us here “The projects will give a boost “We are hoping that the Local  will be good news. chairman Datuk Jerry Chan and
are part of the reasons why inves- to the building and construction  Government and Housing Ministry “But, of course, | cannot de- the organising chairman Datuk Da-
tors continue to have faith in this  sectors. They will benefit the small  can design a stimulus package in  cide,” Jagdeep said. vid Fong.

small state located up north of the and medium-sized enterprises view of this challenging times for
Peninsula Malaysia,” Chow said in ~ (SMEs) and local supply chain, and  us to move forward,” he said.

his speech during the Real Estate  make available more than 15,000 State Local Government, PUb“C hearlng fOr Penang HI” SpeCIal
and Housing Developers’ Associa- job opportunities for the rakyat,” Housing, Town and Country Plan- Area Plan (Substitution) draft

tion Malaysia (Rehda) Penang Chi-  Chow said. ning Committee chairman Jag-
nese New Year celebration on Feb Rehda Penang chairman Da- deep Singh Deo said the state THE public hearing for the Pen- Jagdeep said the State Plan-
13. tuk Toh Chin Leong said a total of  would continue with its efforts to ang Hill Special Area Plan (SAP) ning Committee had agreed to

(Substitution) draft is scheduled
to be held in September.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said accord-
ing to Act 172, the required du-
ration for the public hearing is
one month.

“However, the duration can
be extended to a maximum of
two months.

“The public hearing is aimed
at gathering feedback, objec-
tions and suggestions from the
public pertaining to the draft.

“The Penang Hill SAP (Sub-
stitution) is expected to be ga-
zetted by December,” Jagdeep
said in his speech during the
‘Focus Group Discussion’ ses-
sion with government depart-
ments and technical agencies
on Feb 19.

the Terms of Reference of the
Penang Hill SAP (Substitution)
on Aug 16, 2018.

“Urban Scale Studio Sdn Bhd
signed the letter of acceptance
on Dec 12 last year to be the
consultant for the Penang Hill
SAP (Substitution),” he said,
adding that the preparation pe-
riod for the draft is 12 months,
until Dec 11 this year.

He said the ‘Focus Group
Discussion’ session was part
of an early publicity to obtain
feedback, opinions and sugges-
tions.

He said that among the cru-
cial issues discussed during
the session were the conserva-
tion of water catchment areas,
slope mitigation measures for
Penang Hill, monitoring of devel-
opment on Penang Hill and the
proposed cable car alignment.
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HE state government will
Tdo its part to help tourism

products developed under
the Penang Tourism Master Plan
(PTMP) to bring benefits to the
locals, says state Tourism Devel-
opment, Arts, Culture, Heritage
Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin.

“We always bear in mind
the interest of the locals when
it comes to tourism products,”
said Yeoh during the Penang
Tourism Master Plan Town Hall
session on Feb 13.

“Penang indeed is the first
state that has initiated a tourism
master plan of its own which is
aimed at enhancing the growth
of the tourism sector for the pe-
riod 2020 to 2030,” he added.

The town hall session was
moderated by the YZD Planning
and Consult (YZD) principal Prof
Dr Badaruddin Mohamed, who
also shared some insights into

the plan.

According to  Badaruddin,
the PTMP comprises four main
thrusts which are diversification
of tourism products (thrust A), po-
sitioning Penang as the premier
destination (thrust B), ensuring
sustainable tourism (thrust C)
and promoting a smart tourism
destination (thrust D).

Tourism master plan to
look into locals’ interest

“There are some tourism prod-
ucts that we can diversify to make
them more attractive, for instance
the trishaw. Perhaps, it can be
run on an engine. We can also
groom the riders as well as give
them uniforms,” he said during
his presentation session.

Various inputs were received
from the stakeholders who took
part in the town hall session,

such as encouraging local arti-
sans in souvenir making, retain-
ing the authenticity of the tourism
products, and having the caring
capacity in the initiatives of devel-
oping the tourism sector.

Penanti assemblyman Dr Nor-
lela Ariffin, who was also pres-
ent, shared her “Kampung Terus”
project that proposes a Boat Villa
Jetty and Service Station, emulat-

ing the enchanting boat houses in
Kerala, India.

The project is among the initia-
tives under thrust A.

“When | visited Kerala, the lo-
cation of boat houses reminded
me of the Kampung Terus land-
scape where it had a padi field
and a river.

“I was very impressed with the
boat houses over there (Kerala)

which were made from bamboo.
It looked traditional from the out-
side but inside, they were like ho-
tel rooms.

“So, | decided to work with the
team in Kerala to create such a
concept in Penang,” said Norlela.

When concluding the session,
Yeoh said all stakeholders were
given two weeks to give their sug-
gestions on the masterplan.

Ministry forms Tourism Recovery Action Committee

THE Tourism, Arts and Culture
Ministry has taken a positive
step by setting up a Tourism Re-
covery Action Committee (TRAC)
to monitor the coronavirus (Co-
vid-19) situation.

Its then minister, Datuk Mo-
hamaddin Ketapi, said the com-
mittee would advise and explain
to tourists on steps to be fol-
lowed, including self-cleanli-
ness measures recommended
by the Health Ministry, to avoid
infection during their stay in the
country.

Tourism Malaysia director-
general Datuk Musa Yusof said
the committee also has a role
to play to take care of tourist
safety and ensure all visitors
are in a conducive environment
and have confidence in the
steps taken by the government
in overcoming the virus issue.

“Besides this, the commit-
tee also caters for the planning
and drafting of positive action to
source new markets to replace
tourism sectors, particularly
from China, affected by the vi-

(From left) Mohd Zamry, Yeoh and other guests coming together for a group photograph during the
roadshow.

rus,” Musa said in his speech
during the Tourism Recovery Ac-
tion Committee Roadshow held
at the Town Hall at UOB Building
in George Town on Feb 15.
“The ministry will maintain
its target of attracting 30 mil-
lion tourists this year even

though we face the virus issue
which has had a negative effect
on tourism,” he added.

Also present were state
Tourism Development, Art, Cul-
ture and Heritage Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin, state
Health Department public health

medicine specialist Dr Chow Sze
Loon, Penang Health director Dr
Asmayani Khalib and Tourism
Malaysia deputy secretary-gen-
eral Mohd Zamri Mat Zain.

Yeoh said Penang has initi-
ated some crisis recovery plans
for immediate action, short-term

and long-term ones for tourism.

“The tourism sector has not
taken lightly the impact of the
existing Covid-19. There is a
decline in tourist numbers and
hotel occupancy rates.

“For the immediate plan, we
will publish posters on the gov-
ernment’s advice for the public
to take care of personal hy-
giene. We will also provide hand
sanitisers, face masks and to
share safety video to check the
spread of the virus,” he added.

On a related matter, he said
to check the decline in tour-
ist arrivals to the country, they
have planned with airlines and
hotels to develop a commercial
package with attractive promo-
tion rates to boost domestic
tourism.

Meanwhile, Asmayani ad-
vised the public to confirm with
the state Health Department on
any news relating to Covid-19.

“We do not wish for any panic
situation in the state and also
in the country. Malaysia is still a
safe place to visit,” she added.



MARCH 1— 15, 2020

UTC Penang

ready soon

HE setting up of the first
TUrban Transformation
Centre (UTC) in Penang
is going on smoothly in Komtar
with renovation work at 80%

complete, says Komtar assem-
blyman Teh Lai Heng (pix).

He said the renovation work
being carried out by Penang

Development Corporation
(PDC) is expected to be com-
pleted by March after which
the premises would be handed
over to UTC for them to set up
their equipment, system and
furniture.

“We expect the UTC to be
operational in June. | under-
stand 13 federal government
agencies will move into Kom-
tar and will be housed at Level
Two and Level Three,” Teh said
in an interview with Buletin
Mutiara on Feb 18.

“So, with the federal gov-
ernment agencies providing
their services soon together
with the current services pro-
vided by the local council and
state government agencies in
Komtar, this will be convenient
for the public, especially the
people on Penang island. It's
going to be a one-stop centre.”

The UTC, a federal govern-
ment initiative under the Minis-
try of Finance (MoF), is to bring
services to the people.

Among the agencies that
will operate at UTC Penang are
Public Services Commission,
Royal Malaysian Police, Im-
migration Department, Health
Department, National Higher
Education Fund Corporation,

Road Transport Department,
Inland Revenue Board, Telekom
Malaysia and Tenaga Nasional
Berhad, National Registration
Department and JobsMalaysia.

The renovation work for
the proposed area of about
44,000sq ft is expected to
cost PDC RM20 million.

MoF, as the tenant, will pay
the rental and facility manage-
ment charges to PDC as the
property owner.

Teh said he had lobbied for
the setting up of UTC in Kom-
tar a few times at the state
assembly meetings and finally,
with the assistance of PDC,
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
and then Finance Minister Lim
Guan Eng, it would become a
reality soon.

Many other states had es-
tablished UTCs such as UTC
Perak, UTC Johor, UTC Pahang,
UTC Kedah, UTC Sabah, UTC
Sarawak and UTC KL.

Renovation work for UTC Penang is inrprogress.

Teh said the setting up of
UTC Penang would also help to
revitalise the area as many par-
ties have shown interest in rent-
ing available units in Komtar.

He said he had also suggest-
ed the setting up of a digital li-
brary corner at UTC Penang for
the public while they wait for
the services they want to have.

Getting knowhow of rolling stock

THE Penang government on Feb
15 had a better understanding of
rolling stock manufacturing, fol-
lowing a visit to the CRRC Rolling
Stock Center (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd
(CRM) in Batu Gajah, Perak.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
was present alongside state ex-
ecutive council members, Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP)
delegates and the delegates from
the consulate of the People’s Re-
public of China in Penang.

During the session, Chow was
briefed on the company’s capa-
bility and its localisation policy by
CRRC Zhuzhou Locomotive Co.
Ltd. Malaysia regional headquar-
ters president Edgar Xie.

Chow and Xie exchanged
views and knowledge about pro-
ducing train cars and their equip-
ment.

Xie told Chow that the plant,
based in Batu Gajah, was the
first plant with a complete rolling
stock portfolio in the country.

He said CRRC ZELC looked
forward to gaining more support
from the Malaysian government
to overcome its challenges.

“We are honoured to have
participated in a number of the
country’s rail development proj-
ects, such as light rail vehicles,
commuter trains and electric lo-
comotives,” he said.
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Chow was happy to visit the
facility to know more about the
industry.

“The state is happy to witness
the progress of the plant, espe-
cially its localisation effort and
performance.

“We hope to learn more from
CRRC after our visit here,” he
said.

He expressed his gratitude to
the company for its initiatives in
the country’s rail projects.

Chow was also taken on a
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Chow is greeted by CRRC staff upon his visit to the manufacturing hub.

tour around the production area.

He also posed for photos with
the CRRC delegates before join-
ing them for a luncheon.

Founded in 2012, CRM has a
manufacturing base spanning 50
acres.

The plant is hailed as the Ase-
an manufacturing centre as it is
one of the most advanced hubs
in the region.

It offers all-in-one-stop rail so-
lutions; comprising production,
testing and refurbishment for ex-

tensive rail rolling stock.

Among those present were
the People’s Republic of China in
Penang Commercial Consul Gong
You Ying, Chow’s political secre-
tary Teh Lai Heng, state Works,
Utilities and Flood Mitigation
Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari, Penang Transport Master
Plan (PTMP) special purpose ve-
hicle chief Datuk Lim Hock Seng
and Federation of Malaysian
Manufacturers (FMM) Penang
chairman Datuk Ooi Eng Hock.
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ENANG island will have
Pits first chicken distribu-

tion centre in Batu Lan-
cang by May next year before
all slaughtering activities of
chickens at the state’s public
markets are halted from Octo-
ber 2021.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said 126
traders from 26 markets and
temporary hawker sites on the
island have been given a two-
year grace period by the Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP)
to stop poultry slaughtering.

He said this in his speech
at the officiating of a ground-
breaking ceremony of a chicken
distribution centre behind the
Batu Lancang market on Feb
14.

“Dressed chicken from six
slaughterhouses on the main-
land (Seberang Perai) would be
sent to the distribution centre
in Batu Lancang for the traders
to order and sell,” Jagdeep told
reporters after driving the first
pile into the ground to mark the
start of the project to build a
four-storey building for the cen-
tre.

“This project by MBPP is to
control the possibility of dis-
eases occurring and polluting
the drains as a result of slaugh-
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Jagdeep gets ready to drive the first pile into the ground as (from right) Addnan, Rayer, Ong
and Yew and other guests give their thumbs-up.

tering activities in marketplac-
es. This is in line with the Pen-
ang2030 vision to make the
state cleaner, greener, health-
ier and smarter.

“This is a very important and
meaningful project. Not that
we have a serious disease.
But what is happening to the
world today started from a mar-
ketplace in Wuhan in China. It
has infected 50,000 people

and caused the death of nearly
2,000.

“I am not comparing it to
Covid-19 but what | am trying
to say is this is in line with the
state government’s efforts to
ensure that no such diseases
are spread as a result of uncon-
trolled slaughtering activities.”

He said the project, on a
3,527sq metre site, would cost
RM11 million and it would be

Penang’s logistics sector to bask in limelight

THE Penang International Air-
port and the Penang Port will
earn much of the limelight and
conversation during the 2nd
Penang International Business
and Investment Summit (PIBIS)
this month.

Not-for-profit organisation
International Strategy Institute
(ISI) executive director Fazil Ir-
wan Som said the focus of this
year's summit would be on the
logistics sector and the state’s
major economic contributors.

“Penang Port and Penang In-

ternational Airport are two ma-
jor contributors to the state’s
economy.

“There will be conversations
on how they help to boost the
tourism sector and the regional
cargo links; connecting Penang
to a bigger market share and ex-
ploring new business opportuni-
ties.

“Participants will be able to
network and explore business
opportunities besides sharing
innovative ideas and gathering
best practices to help the state

move forward,” he said during a
courtesy call on Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow at his office in
Komtar on Feb 11.

The first PIBIS was held in
February last year.

ISI founder and chairman
Cheah Chyuan Yong said the or-
ganisation had decided to hold
the second PIBIS this year on
March 25 due to the great re-
sponse last year.

“We want to invite you to the
summit, and we hope that you
could also present a keynote ad-

dress during the event,” he said.

Cheah spoke about the past
events which were organised by
ISI such as the Malaysia Tax Pol-
icy Forum in Putrajaya, the 11th
World Chinese Economic Forum
in Hangzhou, China and the Ke-
dah International Business and
Investment Summit in Langkawi,
Kedah.

Also present were the Federa-
tion of Malaysian Manufacturers
(FMM) Penang branch chairman
Datuk Dr Ooi Eng Hock and com-
mittee member SN Lee.
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jointly funded by MBPP and Jet-
Blue Sdn Bhd.

It is targeted to be complet-
ed by 25 May, 2021.

The first floor will be the op-
eration centre for storage and
distribution while the subse-
quent three floors are set for
139 car parks.

MBPP has given JetBlue five
years to manage the operations
of the centre with an extension
option.

Also present at the ceremony
were Jelutong MP R.S.N. Rayer,
Batu Lancang assemblyman
Ong Ah Teong, MBPP mayor
Datuk Yew Tung Seang, MBPP
secretary Datuk Addnan Mohd
Razali and MBPP Environmental
Health and Licensing Depart-
ment director Dr Judy Shoba.

Yew said the chicken distri-
bution centre is another MBPP
project to make Penang cleaner
and safer.

He said notices had been
given out to the traders be-
tween Nov 29 and Dec 10 last
year, informing them that MBPP
would ban the slaughtering of
chickens in October 2021.

“This cleanliness issue has
been raised many years back
and finally we are having the
distribution centre here (Batu
Lancang),” Yew said.

Ong said the outbreak of avi-
an flu before had prompted the
federal government to call for a
proper centre for slaughtering
and distribution of chickens.

Shoba said the chicken dis-
tribution centre would help
safeguard the health of the
people as avian flu, or the
H5N1, is a particularly deadly
strain of bird flu.
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RIORITY is always given
Pto cleanliness issue in the

state, says executive coun-
cillor Jagdeep Singh Deo.

Referring to an English daily
news report that quoted the Con-
sumers Association of Penang
(CAP) over clogged drains in sev-
eral areas on the island and Se-
berang Perai, he said they viewed
the matter seriously.

“CAP has pointed out that the
drains in certain areas needed
some upgrading works, in particu-
lar widening or deepening them,”
said Jagdeep, who is the state Lo-
cal Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Committee
chairman, on Feb 13.

“This is an open government.
We always welcome the observa-
tions by all parties. Whatever we
do here is for the benefit of the
public and we take into account
the report that was made by CAP.

“I have requested both the
MBPP (Penang lIsland City Coun-
cil) and MPSP (Seberang Perai
City Council) to look into the vari-
ous areas that they have identi-
fied that allegedly need upgrading
works.”

In Penang island, the areas
identified by CAP are Jalan Tele-
kom, Jalan Sultan Azlan Shah,
Jalan Utama, Jalan Macalister,
Jalan Gurdwara, Jalan Jones and
most of the drains in Air Itam and
Bayan Baru.

In Seberang Perai, the drains
affected are in Jalan Kampung
Gajah, Jalan Bagan Luar and Ja-
lan Kampung Bengali.

But Jagdeep said there was no
denying that the council workers
could be seen on the ground ev-
ery day doing their job.

He said MBPP has a total of
1,300 workers, including 500
from private firms, for the clean-
ing job.

He said MBPP collected a to-
tal of 10,076 tonnes of waste for
an average of 27.6 tonnes per
day in 2019 compared to 14,437
tonnes for an average of 39.5
tonnes per day in 2018.

In 2019, a total of 442 com-
pounds were issued to dirty eat-
eries during the enforcement

operations while in the last four
months, 18 dirty outlets were or-
dered closed.

Jagdeep also revealed that
MBPP had spent over RM7.5 mil-
lion in 2018 and over RM11 mil-
lion in 2019 to upgrade the drain-
age system for five projects and
six projects respectively.

For this year, he said MBPP
would spend an estimated RM6.7
million for upgrading the drainage
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MBPP workers using a hydro jet to flush away grease and dirt
from a clogged drain in Jalan Pintal Tali in George Town.

system for seven projects.

He said he was happy with
both councils for the increase in
the level of cleanliness at public
facilities, like the markets, hawk-

er centres and toilets.

“The state government prioritis-
es cleanliness. Our Penang 2030
vision is for the state to be cleaner,
greener, safer and healthier to in-
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Jagdeep and Yew looking at some of the MBPP workers clearing rubbish

from a clogged drain off Pesara Claimant in George Town.

spire the nation.

“MBPP and MPSP have inspect-
ed public facilities like public mar-
kets, hawker centres and toilets. |
have personally been following this
matter closely and | am happy to
say that both councils have done a
good job because we can see an
improvement in the level of cleanli-
ness in these areas.

“They are all graded and star
rated. This is not a one-time job but
is a continuous process to ensure
the cleanliness is further improved
or maintained.”

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung Se-
ang, who was also present, said al-
though MBPP has won accolades,
they do not rest on their laurels.

“Our focus is on cleanliness. We
thus appreciate feedback. But we
appeal to restaurant owners to co-
operate with us.

“Out of the 442 compounds
issued during our enforcement
operations in 2019, 93% of them
were for offences like discharg-
ing grease, oil or rubbish into the
drains.

“We won’t compromise. Since
Nov 19, we have closed down 18
eateries for not installing grease
trap. We appeal to them to help
take care of the environment,”
Yew said.

Jagdeep and Yew later saw for
themselves how the MBPP work-
ers clean up the drains along Ja-
lan Pintal Tali and Pesara Claim-
ant.

Also with them were MBPP Ur-
ban Services Department director
Mubarak Junus, MBPP Engineer-
ing Department deputy director
Cheah Chin Kooi and MBPP coun-
cillor Nicholas Theng.

1,000 take

SOME 1,000 runners took
part in the Petronas Le Tour de
Langkawi 2020 Fun Run in But-
terworth at the Datuk Ahmad
Badawi Hall field on Feb 9 at
7.30am.

Jointly organised by Parent-
Teacher Association of SMK Da-
tuk Abdul Kadir, Penang Youth
and Sports Council with support
from the Education Ministry and
the state government, the event
was a prelude to the upcoming
Le Tour de Langkawi on Feb 13.

Present at the flag-off of the
5km fun run were state Youth
and Sports Committee chair-
man Soon Lip Chee, Bagan
Dalam assemblyman M. Satees
and SMK Datuk Abdul Kadir
principal Abdul Rashid Abdul Sa-
mad.

part in Le Tour de Langkawi fun run

e
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Soon (second from Ieft) and other guests flaggmg off the Petronas Le Tour de LangkaW| 2020 Fun
Run participants.

Soon,
the flag off, said sports is
meant for all, regardless of age,

in his speech before

gender and religion.

“This will lead to unity. For

the ‘Sports for All' programme

initiated by the state govern-
ment, two sports are organised
monthly,” he added.



Encouraging
entrepreneurs

among youth |
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TE Penang government is
always encouraging the peo-
ple, especially the younger
generation, to become entrepre-
neurs.

“Former State Agriculture, Agro-
based Industries, Rural Develop-
ment and Health Committee
chairman Dr Afif Bahardin said
entrepreneurship is very impor-
tant nowadays.”

“We can see today that entre-
preneurship is one of the impor-
tant factors that contributes to the
economic growth of the state and
the nation as a whole.

“Not just that, entrepreneur-
ship can also stimulate invest-
ment and create job opportunities
to improve the socio-economic
status of the society.

“It can also reduce the rate
of unemployment among the
youths,” Afif said in his speech be-
fore officiating the “Maju Bersama:
Education and Entrepreneurship
Carnival” at Universiti Teknologi
Mara (UiTM) branch campus in
Permatang Pauh on Feb 15.

Afif, who is also the Seberang
Jaya assemblyman, said the state
government also provides various
incentives, schemes and grants
through state agencies to assist
local entrepreneurs.

“Thus, there is no reason for
the youth to be afraid to venture
into this field,” he added.

Speaking about the pro-
gramme, Afif said it aimed to ex-
pose students in Penang to edu-
cational opportunities available in
public institutions of higher learn-
ing and also in private institutions.

A booth set up by Majlis Amanah Rakyat (Mara) was among
the popular ones at the two-day carnival.

“The programme serves as a
platform for youths to learn more
about entrepreneurship, how to
promote their products, expand
their businesses and look into
new business opportunities,” he
added.

The two-day carnival also fea-

tured various activities such as
colouring competition, briefing
sessions from various institu-
tions of higher learning, e-Sport
gaming contest, make-up tutori-
als, entrepreneurship talks by
popular celebrities and many
more.

Penang welcomes other states to set up JPWKS
il

FOLLOWING the successful
establishment of the Women and
Family Development Committees
(JPWKs) in Penang, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow has welcomed
other states to follow suit.

Chow said the state had wit
nessed the effectiveness of the JP-
WKs since they were set up some
10 months ago.

“The programmes organised by
the JPWKs managed to increase
community awareness on parent-
ing, finance, health and others
for the betterment of women and
families.

“Besides that, the JPWKs have
also managed to promote leader-
ship skills among women,” he said
in his speech before presenting let-
ters of authority to 40 JPWKs (one
JPWK for each state constituency
in Penang) on Feb 16.

The appointment was for the
year 2020 and 2021.

Chow said the initiatives taken
by JPWKs in Penang supported the
Penang2030 vision of “A Family-
Focused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation”.

He also spoke about the mecha-
nism and structure of the JPWK.

“Each JPWK will consist of a
chairman, a secretary, a treasurer,

Chow presenting a Ietter of authority to the JPWK of Serl Delima. With him are Chong Eng (fourth from
right), Seri Delima assemblyman Syerleena Abdul Rashid (fourth from left) and Ong (third from right).

and 12 committee members.

“The chairman and the secretary
will receive a monthly allowance of
RM700 and RM600 respectively;
while the treasurer and committee
members will be receiving a meet-
ing allowance monthly.

“Each JPWK will be allocated
RM10,000 annually to organise
women and family development
programmes at its state constitu-
ency,” Chow said.

Penang Women and Family De-

velopment, Gender Inclusiveness
and Religions Other Than Islam
Committee chairman Chong Eng
said she was impressed with the
commitment and success of the
JPWKs.

“The 40 JPWKs have managed
to organise 423 programmes in
just 10 months; receiving over
91,000 participants!

“Thirty-six percent of the pro-
grammes were about unity in com-
munity, 20% on the economy and

entrepreneurship, 20% on fam-
ily, and the remaining were pro-
grammes on health, safety and
education,” Chong Eng said.

She urged more women to step
up and lead.

“You will need to work hard. You
will need to sacrifice; and you will
need to balance your time for your
family and your career,” she said.

Chong Eng also advised women
to learn the art of negotiation to be
successful.
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Battle of the Chefs
set for Oct 810

THE Penang Chefs Association
(PCA) will be holding the “Battle
of the Chefs 2020” at the SPICE
Arena in Relau from Oct 8 to 10.

PCA president Audee Cheah,
who led a fiveemember delegation
to pay a courtesy call on Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow at the latter's
office in Komtar on Feb 17, said
they are expecting 1,500 partici-
pants from various countries this
year.

The other members were PCA
adviser Peter Chan Weng Seng,
deputy president Lee Chan Wai,
secretary-general Thomas See
Swee Heng and treasurer Billy
Lee.

Also present was state Tour-
ism Development, Arts, Culture
and Heritage (PETACH) Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin.

Cheah said the Battle of the
Chefs has grown over the years,
from 60 chefs from local hotels
in 1988 to attracting 1,300 chefs
from 32 countries taking part in
the 17th edition in 2018.

Billy Lee, who is also the com-
petition’s  organising chairman,
briefed Chow and Yeoh on the his-
tory of the association, its objec-
tive and highlights of their activi-
ties via a video presentation.

The delegation also brought
along a cake, some cream puffs
and chicken pies to celebrate a be-
lated Chinese New Year with Chow
and Yeoh.

Chow thanked them for their
visit and hoped that some corpo-
rate sponsors could be sought for
the event.




School for
children with

special

uStory by Edmund Lee
=Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

E new two-storey Sekolah

I Suria, a school for children

with special needs, is set to
operate in June.

Sekolah Suria is the fruit of a
smart collaboration between the
Penang government and property
developer Ideal Property Group.

Built to cater for some 180 spe-

needs

cial children aged 18 and below,
the school was developed by Ideal
Property Group as part of its cor-
porate social responsibility effort.

The 1.37-acre school land was
contributed by the state govern-
ment in 2013.

The ground-breaking ceremony
was held on March 31, 2018 and
the construction work was com-
pleted within two years.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the state government con-
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Chow and Lim W|th Ooi (second from left), Phor (left) and Teh (second from right) durmg the

official handover ceremony.

stantly prioritises the people.

“We welcome smart partner-
ships between the public and pri-
vate sectors which could benefit
the people,” Chow said.

He said the state also focused
on promoting education.

SAY NO 10

“We have a mechanism which
requires a developer to allocate
a plot of land for educational pur-
poses if it builds more than 1,280
development units.

“The developer may also, al-
ternatively, contribute a certain
amount of financial contribution
based on the value of the pro-
posed land,” Chow told a press
conference after attending the
handover ceremony of Sekolah Su-
ria to Penang Welfare Association
for Mentally Retarded Children in
Bayan Lepas on Feb 8.

Chow said the state was keen
on working with the private sector
(developer or landowner) to build a
new nationaltype primary school in
Alma, Bukit Mertajam.

“The federal government has
approved the building of the
school, to be named SJK (C) Tun
Dr Lim Chong Eu, and it is now
the state’s responsibility to find a

piece of land for it,” he said.

Then Finance Minister Lim Guan
Eng, in his speech, said he was de-
lighted to witness the ceremony.

He thanked Ideal for contribut-
ing towards the building of Seko-
lah Suria and the sponsors for
their contribution towards the set-
up of the school.

“Let’'s work together and do
what we can for the benefit of our
children,” he said.

Also present were Ideal ex-
ecutive chairman Tan Sri Alex Ooi
Kee Liang, Ideal executive direc-
tor Datuk Joanne Phor, Penang
Welfare Association for Mentally
Retarded Children president Da-
tuk Teh Cheng-Lim, Penang Wel-
fare Association for the Mentally
Retarded Children vice-president
Datuk Seri Wong Siew Hai, Sena-
tor Lim Hui Ying, state executive
council members and state as-
semblymen.

SIX schools in the Bukit Gelu-
gor parliamentary constituency
will receive some funds from
their MP Ramkarpal Singh for
the purchase of equipment.

Ramkarpal said the funds for
the schools, namely SK Sun-
gai Gelugor, SK Bukit Gelugor,
SK Sri Aman, SJKC Chio Nan,
SMK Air Itam and SMK Da-
tuk Mohd Nor Ahmad, totalled
RM189,463.

He added that part of the
total funding was for the devel-
opment of Karpal Singh Digi-
tal Hub at SK Sungai Gelugor
which would receive a total of
RM48,793 over four phases.

“A sum of RMS8,853 and
RM31,940 had been given out
for Phase One in 2018 and
Phase Two in 2019 respective-
ly.

“The school will receive
RM4,000 this year for Phase
Three and another RM4,000
next year for Phase Four.

Financial aid for six Bukit Gelugor schools

“The Digital Hub develop-
ment involves the supply of ICT
equipment and upgrade of the
ICT room,” he said at a press
conference held at SK Sungai
Gelugor on Feb 7.

Besides the funds for the
digital hub, SK Sungai Gelugor
will receive a total of RM62,403
to purchase mainly equipment
and upgrade other facilities in
the school.

Also present were SK Sun-
gai Gelugor headmaster Fairus
Ayob and Northeast District as-
sistant officer (planning) Abdul
Said Hussain.

Ramkarpal added that the
objective of the programme was
to establish a harmonious envi-
ronment for the local communi-
ty and the state government to
foster good relationship.

“It is also aimed at improv-
ing the living standard of both
teachers and students,” he
said.
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HE Seberang Perai City
TCounciI (MBSP) is ex-

pected to recruit another
300 new members for its auxil-
iary police team in stages this
year.

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali
Mohamud said currently the
council has only 30 auxiliary
police personnel.

“This number is certainly
not enough and thus, | will
make an official application to
the Inspector-General of Police
Tan Sri Abdul Hamid Bador re-
garding the council’s intention.

“Hopefully, we will get an
approval soon. The intake of
new recruits is really impor-
tant in our efforts to take
care of MBSP’s assets worth

MBSP to recrui
more ‘cops’

RM1.3 billion from any intru-
sion, damage and vandalism.

“At the same time, we are
also in the process of expand-
ing the responsibilities of the
MBSP auxiliary police team.

“One of them is on manning
traffic in Seberang Perai and
also patrolling the residential
areas that are not covered by
the PDRM police team.

“This will surely give Se-
berang Perai residents a
heightened sense of security
and peace of mind,” Rozali told
a press conference after chair-
ing the council’s first corporate
assembly this year at the MB-
SP building in Bandar Perda,
Bukit Mertajam on March 3.

Rozali also announced that
MBSP would set up a special
Facebook account probably in
April that would focus on giving
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Rozali (front row, third from left) together with MBSP secretary Rosnani Mahmod (front row,
second from left) in a group picture with the council’s auxiliary police team.

an update on traffic reports in
Seberang Perai.

“We will provide a training
session first to our staff and
if everything goes according to
plan, we expect to start the ini-
tiative next month,” he added.

On a separate note, Rozali

announced that MBSP would
add another 309 “Wira Oren”
this year.

“MBSP also will increase
the number of vehicles for
cleaning work to 97 at a cost
of RM30 million.

“Hopefully, this will help to

maintain and further improve
the cleanliness in Seberang
Perai,” he said.

“Wira Oren” is a respectful
term for MBSP rubbish collec-
tors who usually don orange
T-shirts in the course of their
work.
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Observe personal hygiene measures

THE staff of the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) have been told to
heed the advice of the Penang Health
Department to prevent the spread
of the 2019 novel coronavirus (Co-
vid-19).

Penang Health Department public
health medicine specialist Dr Chow
Sze Loon said it was important for
people to watch their personal hy-
giene in light of the outbreak.

“Practise regular hand washing
and avoid direct contact with animals.
Do not consume raw meat or those
that are not properly cooked. Do wear

a face mask as a preventive mea-
sure,” he shared during a briefing for
the council staff on the prevention of
Covid-19 on Feb 10.

Some 100 personnel attended the
90-minute briefing.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung Se-
ang, who was also present, urged his
staff to remain calm and follow the
advice of the Health Department.

Chow (fifth from left), Yew (sixth
from left) and other MBPP staff in
a group photograph after the brief-
ing session.
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CH Dome Penang will host
I the Asean 4.0 Robotics Chal-
lenge in Komtar on June 6 and

7 from 9am to 5pm.

The event, which will be sup-
ported by the Penang government
and Gara Stem from Vietnam, will
see many young talents showing
off their skills.

“The robotics challenge is de-
signed to open the mindset of
students and educators towards
digital literacy as a preparation for
them in facing the IR 4.0 era,” Tech
Dome Penang chief executive of
ficer Dr Khong Yoon Leong told a
press conference on Feb 13.

“This competition is open to
young students from Malaysia, Sin-
gapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Indone-
sia and Cambodia to equip them
with the required knowledge to be
digital savvy in the future.

“Teachers and parents are wel-
come to have hands-on experience
in digital technologies, including
coding, Internet of Things, virtual
reality and augmented reality.”

at Asean 4.0

Khong said there would be
two categories for the challenge,
namely the primary level for ages
8 to 12 and the secondary level
for ages 1310 17.

Training will be provided before
the challenge begins.

The registration fee is RM550
per team of two persons, in-
clusive of GARA G-Robot worth
US$79, training meals, certificate
and medal.

The closing date for entries is
April 30.

For local registration, visit Tech
Dome Penang Facebook, website
(http://www.techdomepenang.
org/) or call Joanne at +016-405
8378.

For overseas registration, con-
tact Lee at +6018 472 4468.

Also present at the press
conference were Gara Stem Edu-
cational Technology Joint Stock
Company founder and chief ex-
ecutive officer Tony Truong Vo Huu
Thien, Smartnations Asia chief
technology officer Lee Kean Wey
and Whytehouse Education Group
founder/executive director Jery
Yeoh.
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State doing
its part for
housing
maintenance

uStory by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

HE Penang government has
Tspent a total of RM240.3

million on housing mainte-
nance projects from 2008 until
February this year.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said the
amount includes public hous-
ing  maintenance  schemes
(RM184.3  million), state’s
Housing Maintenance Maximum
80% Fund (TPM8OPP) (RM34

million), and also the mainte-
nance schemes under both local
councils (RM22 million).

“The maintenance projects
focus on various facilities such
as lift replacements, repair
works on roofs, railings, wiring,
pipes and many others.

“Thus, this shows the state
government’s commitment in
taking care of the people’s wel-
fare,” Jagdeep told reporters
after witnessing two units of lift
replacement at Ampang Jajar
PPR flats in Permatang Pauh on
Feb 18.

Also present was Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) may-
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Jagdeep (right) and Rozali (left) answering questions from the media during the press conference.

or Datuk Rozali Mohamud.

Besides that, Jagdeep also
announced an RM700,000 al-
location for Ampang Jajar PPR
flats.

“The allocation will include
repairing the piping system, wir-
ing works, installation of new
fire extinguishers, closed-circuit
television (CCTV) cameras and
others.

“This allocation will surely
bring better comfort to the 686
residents of this PPR.

“From 2008 until the end of

last year, more than RM6.7 mil-
lion allocation has been provid-
ed by the state government for
maintenance works at Ampang
Jajar PPR flats.

“Thus, | hope the residents
here will always take care of the
facilities provided for them and
take measures to ensure these
are not damaged,” he added.

Meanwhile, Rozali said MB-
SP would carry out 15 hous-
ing maintenance projects this
year under the federal Malay-
sia Home Maintenance Fund

(TPPM).

“The total cost is about
RM3.3 million. We expect the
maintenance projects to start
in stages sometime in June.

“Hopefully, this will improve
living standards and bring bet-
ter comfort to the people in Se-
berang Perai,” Rozali added.

Earlier in January, the Hous-
ing and Local Government
Ministry approved 45 housing
maintenance projects in Pen-
ang at a cost of RM17.89 mil-
lion.
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YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul ET% 04 - 575 6526 YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam [T% 04 - 668 1062 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rahman F) 04 - 575 6526 kumar.harapan35@gmail.com F) 04 - 668 1062 YB Nor Hafizah Othman M
N.16 PERAI N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK ) )
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy {T% 04 -383 9131 YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail m N.05 SUNGAI DUA
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 -383 9131 YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor M
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04-262 0860 YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz ) T) 04 - 649 3976
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my: 012 - 480 5495 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com [F; 04 - 649 3976
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745
N.39 PULAU BETONG
ye%g%%mg&%ﬂ R VIS e Vel e el (T) 04 - 866 0214 PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks
H 04-3905109 {“,\'8' fﬁgfs%ﬂeh (T) 012 - 598 4881
N.15 PADANG LALANG N.40 TELUK BAHANG novafasté3@gmail.com
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jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464 [F{ 04-228 8514
N.37 BATU MAUNG N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussai T) 04 - 626 1442 PKR PENANG HQ T) 04-397 0115 Mohd. Taupek bin Abd. Rahman (T) 019 - 415 3850
B e e A e H 84 - 222 1442 L hajifek@gmail.com
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04-331 0163
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA (1)
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04 - 890 3866
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam
YB Yeoh Soon Hin m 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868 POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 9299 JPJ 04-656 4131
Y Teh Lo Hor T) 04 - 227 7068 b RER IO T e 04-598 8807
o eng . DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
komfar@dappg.org 7184557 765 OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
N HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
YB Khaliq Mehtab Mohd. Ishag ET) 013 - 430 6400 ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
P) 04-5767606 BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR _ FERI (GEORGETOWN 04-210 2363
N.08 TELOK AYER T | 104351 1732 SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 ((BUTTERWORTH)) 04210238
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
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; _
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N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee }T; 017 - 8133 509
berapit@dappg.org F) 04 - 540 0006 quendqr Pelqncongqn
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon {T‘ 013-399 0519
kllee78@gmail.com F) 04-5511442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung T) 04 - 507 5001
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YB Jason Ong Khan Lee T) 04 - 826 5451
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YB Lee Chun Kit {T‘ 04 - 228 5298 B s e s
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2020
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
WERTE S =5 7550 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696
Hamid .
1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut 013 - 449 0366
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390
2. Velan A/L Kalimuthu Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
A'ziss Zainal Abidin 017 - 938 9192
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Kulim Airport
still subject to
approval

TE Penang government re-
spects Kedah's decision to
build the proposed Kulim Air-
port.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the state accepted that it was
Kedah's right to build the airport.

“However, it is still subject to
the federal government’s approval,
which includes the ability to finance
the project,” Chow said after the
ground-breaking ceremony of the
Federation of Malaysian Manufac-
turers (FMM) Penang new building
in Lebuh Tenggiri 2 at Seberang
Jaya on Feb 13.

It was reported that KXP Airport-
City Holdings Sdn Bhd has appoint-
ed Aeroport de Paris Ingenierie (AD-
PI) to draw up a development mas-
terplan for the Kulim International

Airport (KXP) Aerotropolis.

Chow reiterated that the Pen-
ang government had been told by
Kedah Mentri Besar Datuk Seri
Mukhriz Mahathir that KXP would
only be a cargo airport.

“We will raise our concerns in
the Northern Corridor Implementa-
tion Authority (NCIA) Council meet-
ing,” he said.

On a separate matter, Chow
said the Penang government was
hoping to sign the formal agree-
ment of the Penang Transport Mas-
ter Plan (PTMP) with the project de-
livery partner by March.

“The agreement is currently be-
ing vetted. It is a meticulous pro-
cess.

“After the signing of the agree-
ment, the second phase of work
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Chow with Federatlon of Malay5|an Manufacturers (FMM) Penang branch chairman Datuk
Dr Ooi Eng Hock (left) and FMM president Tan Sri Datuk Soh Thian Lai (right) answering
questions from the industry stakeholders during the dialogue session that was held after the
ground-breaking ceremony of FMM Penang new building.

Giving hope to the needy

can proceed. These include work-
ing on the design and the calling of
tenders for the contract works.

“If everything proceeds as
planned, we can expect construc-
tion work to start in the last quarter
of this year or perhaps sooner,” he
said.

MPKK, Team Tanjung to serve re3|dents

THE Village Community Manage-
ment Council (MPKK) of Taman
Trafik came in for some praise for
organising their annual Chinese
New Year celebration at its gardens
in Jalan Nirvana every year since
2008.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
recorded his appreciation to Taman
Trafik MPKK chairman Ong Lin Teo-
ng and his members in his speech.

He hoped the MPKK would con-
tinue doing so since former assem-
blyman Ng Wei Aik started organis-
ing the function in 2008.

But apart from continuing the
tradition, Chow said throughout the
year, an MPKK'’s responsibility is to
go to the ground to ensure every-
thing is taken care of.

“I hope the basic problems faced
by the rakyat here will be brought
up to the councillors for the govern-
ment agencies to take immediate
action,” Chow said in his speech at
the Taman Trafik Chinese New Year
celebration on Feb 15.

He said two councillors — Wong
Yuee Harng and Alan Lim Wei Lun —
have been appointed to look after
the Tanjung constituency for about
four terms and first term respec-
tively.

“Wong may be small in size but
is a prominent figure in the con-
stituency because he is very active
in ensuring and monitoring that the

ReS|dents bél-ng served some delicious food at the Taman
Trafik Chinese New Year 2020 celebration.

council comes out with the right
policies. He also takes action aris-
ing from complaints and sugges-
tions from the rakyat.

“Alan used to be the secretary
of the Taman Trafik MPKK. He is a
lawyer by profession and | am sure
he will be able to use his experi-
ence and expertise to serve the
constituents in this area.”

Chow also commended state as-
semblyman Teh Lai Heng for work-
ing tirelessly to serve the residents
there when he was first a councillor
before becoming the state repre-
sentative there.

He expressed confidence that
all of them in the team for Tanjung
would continue to assist him as
the MP for the area and also as
the Chief Minister for the state of
Penang.

Teh, in his speech, said although
the official Chinese New Year cele-
bration was over, the event made
the people feel that the festivity
was still in the air.

He also thanked the MPKK
members for their efforts and
urged the local leaders and mem-
bers to act as a bridge for the com-
munity and government.

Teh also said the Anson Road
market would be upgraded in March
or April if things turn out smoothly.

Chow later mingled with the
crowd, accompanied by Teh, Wong,
Lim and Ong.

Chow also presented angpows
to invited guests from Sekolah
Kanak-kanak Terencat Akal, Rumah
Amal Cheshire Home and Penang
Buddhist Association Senior Citi-
zens’ Home.

HOLDING steadfast to its val-
ues that drive it to help the needy,
One Hope Charity and Welfare Ber-
had (One Hope) is increasing its al-
location to help more people.

One Hope chairman Chua Sui
Hau said the organisation was
raising its allocation to RM10 mil-
lion this year.

“We apportioned about RMS8
million last year to assist those
who are in need.

“Our charitable body has helped
thousands of people since it was
established in 2002.

“We are very happy for those
who have recovered from their ill-
nesses; and the poor no longer
having to starve.

“Your happiness gives us the
strength to continue helping more
people,” he said in his speech
during the One Hope Chinese
New Year open house and slogan
launching event in Bukit Mertajam
on Feb 9.

The annual event was held to
celebrate those whom the organ-
isation had helped in the past.

Some 800 guests (those who
had received aid from One Hope
and their family members) were
treated to a sumptuous meal at
the event.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
praised One Hope for its charitable
efforts.

“The organisation has helped
thousands of people — assisting in
medical operation costs, giving out
wheelchairs, paying for medical ex-
penses and others.

“l am very impressed with the
commitment shown by the team

from One Hope. The organisation
offers its help to anyone regard-
less of their beliefs or background.

“They treat everyone as equal
and as part of their family.

“One Hope has grown from 20
volunteers when it was first estab-
lished, to more than 2,000 nation-
wide today,” Chow said.

Chow said One Hope took an
excerpt from his speech on Nov 28
last year and made it the organisa-
tion’s slogan.

“During the critical asset pre-
sentation ceremony on Nov 28
last year, | spontaneously said that
one should ‘never wait for the per-
fect moment do charity, but make
every moment perfect to do char-
ity’.

“l did not realise that the ex-
cerpt had such a huge impact on
One Hope.

“One Hope decided to use
‘Make Every Moment Charity Per-
fect’ as the organisation’s slo-
gan,” he said.

Chua said the organisation
hoped to set up a booth at the
Penang Hospital and Seberang
Jaya Hospital to help emergency
patients; such as those who need
immediate medical attention but
are facing financial constraints.

“We have written to both hospi-
tals and are discussing the matter
with them,” he said.

Also present at the open house
were state executive council mem-
bers Chong Eng and Phee Boon
Poh, Berapit assemblyman Heng
Lee Lee, and One Hope advisers
Datuk Seri R. Arunasalam and Ang
Beng Hock.
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QUACULTURE players
Ahere have been urged to

venture into the oyster
industry to meet the seafood’s
demand.

Universiti Sains Malaysia’s
Centre for Marine and Coastal
Studies (CEMACS) director
Prof Datuk Dr Aileen Tan Shau
Hwai said the demand for
seafood was on the rise and
it was important to attract
aquaculture players to meet
the demand.

She said a majority of the
breeders have earned a de-
cent income through this in-
dustry.

“For instance, the local op-
erators in the country could
only meet 14% of the demand
while the remaining is import-
ed currently.

“The oyster industry is
much needed here and we
hope more breeders will take
up oyster farming.

“On our side, USM will facil-
itate the breeding process,”
said Tan in a public lecture in
USM on Feb 20.

She added that local oys-
ters are far better than frozen
ones as they are low in cho-
lesterol level and accepted
widely.

“They taste good and fresh
as well,” Tan told the audi-
ence.

She added local oysters
would bring health benefits
especially to heart patients.

Also present were state Wel-
fare, Caring Society and Envi-
ronment Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh, state Works,
Utilities and Flood Mitigation
Committee chairman Zairil
Khir Johari and USM School
of Life Sciences dean Prof Dr
Amirul Al-Ashraf Abdullah.

Tan delivering her lecture in USM.

Sweet surprise for the public

SOME 60 volunteers made the
recent Chap Goh Meh celebration
in Penang even more memorable
when they distributed muah chee
(glutinous rice balls coated with
toasted peanuts and sometimes
sesame) to the public in Armenian
Street in George Town.

Group spokesperson Kuah Li
Feng said they initiated the effort of
presenting passersby a gift since
2016. The first time was on the
7th day of Chinese New Year, also
known as the “People’s Day”, but
the event was held on other days in
subsequent years.

“We are just a group of friends

coming together for a good cause.
We continue the passion for doing
good deeds among our small group.

“This year, we again prepared a
present in the form of muah chee
for the people to lift up their spirits.
We want to wish everyone a harmo-
nious and prosperous year,” said
Kuah.

Joining the volunteers in distrib-
uting the sweet gift was Komtar
assemblyman Teh Lai Heng. They
handed out about 2,000 packs of
muah chee.

Kuah said the volunteers started
to prepare the muah chee as early
as 3am for free distribution.

The group of volunteers ready to
to passers-by at Armenian Street.

While they gave out the packets
of muah chee, they took the oppor-
tunity to wish recipients a happy
Chap Goh Meh, which was celebrat-
ed especially by the local Chinese in

distribute packets of

muah chee

a grand way as it marked the 15th
and final day of the Lunar New year,
on Feb 8.

A number of the recipients were
surprised and all smiles.
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Thumbs-up
to container

art fest

TE firstever Penang Interna-
tional Container Art Festival
(PICAF) 2020 that kicked off
last December and will end in May
has so far drawn overwhelming re-
sponse from the local community.

The majority of them gave posi-
tive reviews of the festival and
hoped the duration could be ex-
tended and also become an an-
nual event in the state.

Buletin Mutiara managed to in-
terview a few Penangites and be-
low are their responses:

Nur Alia Afrina, 23, student:
“I was told that this event is the

first of its kind
being held in
Penang.
“Thus, per- |
sonally for '
me, this is
such a great
festival where
we can take s
a closer look
and appreciate the uniqueness
of the container artworks at the
strategic locations around Pen-
ang.
“At the same time, | believe
this kind of festival could fur-
ther promote the state as a

PICAF installation moves to

THE last and final piece of con-
tainer art installation of the first-ew-
er Penang International Container
Art Festival (PICAF) 2020 was un-
veiled at Dataran Pemuda Merdeka
in Butterworth on Feb 16.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said
the event marked the completion
of the five container art installa-
tions in Penang.

“The Butterworth container
art installation features murals
by Dutch artist Judith de Leeuw
and a collaborative mural by
Penangite Abdulrashade and
Malaccabased artist Andharas.

“The first mural known as
‘The art of Batik’ by Abdulra-
shade and Andharas depicts
a local artisan painting batik

which is a prized intangible heritage
in the country.

“The same installation site also
features another mural known as
‘Fire’ by Judith.

“It depicts a fisherman pushing
his boat into the water with his last
remaining energy.

“This mural is a compelling vi-
sual story about the fire inside us
to pursue our love and passion, no

. and close to

tourist destination while adding
the heritage value through the
selected places for this event.”

Muhammad Fariez Jamalu-
din, 26, graphic designer:

“I  always
jog here
at  Dataran
Pemuda
Merdeka ev-
ery evening
since | live in
Butterworth

the container

exhibition area.

“From what | see, there are
usually a lot of people com-
ing to the container site every
evening, especially during the
weekend, to snap some pho-
tos.

“This is a very good initiative
by the state government to pro-
mote this area.”

Muhamad Syahmi Amri, 25,
technician:

“I hope the organiser and
the state government can add

Yy STheROffshoregdmurall
lanfattemptitolillustrate]
howjeveryonelcan[con]
‘Rtributeltofandfsupport:

matter the circumstance,
no matter the exhaustion

more contain-
ers to other
locations in
the future.

“As there
are only five
locations
right now,
perhaps after
this  exhibi-
tion, they can expand it to an-
other 10 or 15 other locations.

“This, in turn, will give locals
in other areas as well a chance
to see the uniqueness of the
artworks during the PICAF fes-
tival.”

Bhavana Devi Ravichandran,
47, housewife:

“As we know, the PICAF fes-
tival lasts
only for a few
months. This
may not be
enough.

“Thus, it
will be great if
the organiser
could extend
its duration or

and no matter the danger,” Yeoh
said in his speech before launching
the container art installation.

Also present were state Wel-
fare, Caring Society, and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh, Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) mayor Datuk Rozali
Mohamud and Bagan Dalam as-
semblyman M. Satees.

According to Yeoh, PICAF 2020
plays an important part in terms
of promoting Penang as a tourist
destination.

“As a start, mural artwork by
Julia Volchkova known as ‘Hope
for the future’ and Caryn Koh
with her mural known as ‘Con-
nection’ were chosen as one
of the best mural artworks in
January this year by a popular
international street art website
known as ‘Street Art Cities’.

“This will surely boost the
tourism sector on the island and
also the mainland (Seberang Pe-
rai) when tourists come to visit
the container art installations.

“At the same time, | hope
PICAF will continue to receive
great support from the commu-
nity if it is held again next year,”
he added.

The other four container art
installations are located in Kam-
pung Terang in Balik Pulau, Pran-
gin Mall (George Town), Karpal
Singh Drive (Jelutong) and As-
pen Vision City (Batu Kawan).

The murals were drawn by 12
international and local artists.

make it an annual event.

“This is to ensure that other
people who miss it or want to
come again for the same event
could experience it once again.”

Leong Ming Shen, 49,
grocery store owner:

“Apart
from pro-
moting a
few places
in  Penang
through such
events, | also
noticed lately
there was g |
an increase
of visitors in
Butterworth, near the container
exhibition area.

“This is really good for me be-
cause my grocery shop is just
around the corner and | see an
increase in customers.

“This festival can also bring
a better economic impact to our
businesses here.

“Therefore, | hope that this
kind of festival can be continued
next year.”

Each installation depicts Pen-
ang’s identity and characteris-
tics to create a sense of belong-
ing amongst the communities
as well as visitors.

Earlier, on Feb 8, Yeoh un-
veiled PICAF’'s fourth container
art installation at Central Island
Park, Aspen Vision City on Feb 8.

This container art installation
features murals by Canadian art-
ist Emmanuel Jarus and Kuala
Lumpur-based artist Caryn Koh.

“The first mural, known as
the ‘Offshore’ by Emmanuel,
depicts a local fisherman get-
ting ready to fish in the straits
that connects the island and the
mainland.

“The mural is an attempt to
illustrate how everyone can con-
tribute to and support society.

“Meanwhile, the second mu-
ral known as ‘Connection’ by
Caryn (on the same installation
site) depicts her close friend,
sitting cosily while grasping
and looking down on a braided
rope,” Yeoh said in his speech
before launching the container
art installation.

PICAF 2020, which started
last December, will be held until
the end of May.

The event is organised by Can
Can Public Art and endorsed by
the Penang government.

For more details, visit PICAF
2020 official Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/
PICAF2020/
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IALIGHT, the global leader
Din sustainable LED lighting

for industrial applications,
officially opened its new manu-
facturing plant at Perai Industrial
Zone on Feb 10.

The new US$2.5 million state-
ofthe-art plant which occupies
90,000sq ft replaces the previous
40,000 sq ft facility.

Dialight Asia Pacific operations
managing director and vice-pres-
ident Malcolm Lee said Dialight
Penang started its operations in
2012.

“This new facility will allow us to
service the growing demands for
superior LED fixtures around the
world more effectively.

“We believe that Penang is one
of the region’s most successful in-
dustrial zones.

“It is an advantage to us; en-
abling us to meet faster produc-
tion and the delivery time of our
cutting-edge range of LED lighting

MARCH 1-— 15, 2020

Dialight opens
new manufacturin
facility

fixtures.

“We have over 200 employees
working in this new facility. These
employees work in various depart-
ments such as engineering, pro-
duction, customer service, train-
ing department,” he said in his
speech at the opening ceremony.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who graced the ceremony, said
LED technology in the lighting in-
dustry was a relatively new phe-
nomenon in the country.

“I am confident that Dialight’s
expansion signifies not only the
company’s ongoing commitment
in Penang, but a continuous
strength in meeting the growing
global demands for innovative LED
solutions.

“Dialight’s new facility expands
the company’s global production
capacity and increases its capac-
ity to serve as an efficient distri-
bution hub for the Asia Pacific,
Europe, Middle East and African
region,” he said.

Chow thanked Dialight for its
continuous investments in Penang

Special discount to boost tourism

THE Penang government has in-
troduced a “Penang-lang 50% off”
campaign to boost the state’s tour-
ism.

The special campaign for Pen-
angites was introduced to spur
the tourism industry which was
affected by the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) outbreak.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said
the tagline for the campaign is “Cu-
ti-Cuti Penang”.

“There are over 20 places of at-
traction and participating outlets,
including retail outlets and themat-
ic restaurants, in this campaign.

“Visitors with a Penang resi-
dential address on their MyKad or
those with a state code of 07, 34,
or 35 shown on their MyKad are en-
titled to the discount.

“The campaign will be held from
March 15 to May 15. The cam-
paign is also aimed at allowing Pen-
angites to explore and learn more

about local attractions,” he told a
press conference at the Dark Man-
sion-3D Glow in the Dark Museum
in Kimberley Street on Feb 26.

The campaign is jointly organ-
ised by Yeoh's office, Penang Glob-
al Tourism (PGT) and the Associa-
tion of Tourism Attractions Penang
(ATAP).

The participating members of
the campaign are The TOP Pen-
ang, Tech Dome Penang, Dark
Mansion-3D Glow in the Dark
Museum, Penang Hop On Hop
Off, Penang Bird Park, Entopia by
Penang Butterfly Farm, Tropical
Spice Garden, Tropical Fruit Farm,
Teddyville Museum, Audi Dream
Farm, The Habitat Penang Hill,
Monkeycup Penang Hill, The Owl
Museum Penang Hill, The Cam-
era Museum Penang Hill, Ghee
Hiang, Cheong Kim Chuan Local
Products, Harriston Signature, The
Chocolate Boutique, Travis Hegel,
Craft Batik and David Brown’s Res-
taurant & Tea Terraces.

and wished them success.

Also present were Deputy Chief
Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy
and Dialight Penang plant manager
llamaran Elangkathir.

Dialight is headquartered in the
United Kingdom with operations in
the United States, Denmark, Ger-
many, Singapore, Australia, Mexi-
co, Brazil and Malaysia.

Chow (left) signing a plaque while witnessed by llamaran
(second from left) and Lee (third from left) during the launch-
ing of Dialight’s new manufacturing plant.

CHIEF MINISTER OF PENANG INCORPORATED

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

The offer 1s made to local and international bidders to participate in the RFP as follows:

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT DAN MANAGEMENT OF PENANG
BADMINTON ACADEMY AT PT 214 AND PT 217,
SECTION 8, GEORGE TOWN, NORTH EAST
DISTRICT, PENANG

TITLE

OPENING DATE 3™ FEBRUARY 2020 (MONDAY)

CLOSING DATE 2™ APRIL 2020 (THURSDAY)

2l The RFP can be downloaded from the Penang State Government portal at
hitp://www.penang.gov.my/ from 3™ February 2020.

2. Completed proposal should be sealed in an envelope clearly marked at the top
righthand corner of the parcel as “Development And Management Of Penang
Badminton Academy At PT 214 And PT 217, Section 8, George Town, North
East District, Penang". Bidders are requested to submit the proposal before
12.00 noon on 2™ April 2020 to:

The Secretariat,

Chief Minister of Penang Incorporated,
Level 47, KOMTAR,

10503 Penang

3 Any enquiries please contact CMI Office at 04-650 5572 / 04-850 5421 or email
to mazirah_mohideen@penang.gov.my

4. Proposals submitted after the closing date will not be entertained.
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Spectacular hot air balloon fiesta
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TE signature Penang Hot
Air Balloon Fiesta kicked off
in style on Feb 1 attracting
thousands of visitors to the Polo
Ground.

The hot air balloons were from
countries around the world such
as United Kingdom, France, the
Netherlands, United States, Can-
ada, Brazil, Australia, Taiwan, and
Japan.

State Tourism Development,
Heritage, Culture and Arts Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said

the fiesta marks the start of the
“Experience Penang Year 2020”
(EPY 2020).

“The Penang Hot Air Balloon
Fiesta, which is held for the sixth
time, is one of the programmes
listed in the EPY 2020 calendar.

“We bring in 15 hot air bal- |
loons of various shapes and de-

signs yearly,” Yeoh said during his
speech at the launch of the fiesta
on Feb 1.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who was present, stressed the
need for the state to diversify its
tourism products.

“Penang has to diversify its
tourism products in view of the in-

‘Pop-up’ hot air balloons
bring inflated joy

TWO gigantic hot air balloons
took centre stage at the Bandar
Baru Air Itam night market field
recently.

The balloon “pop-up” event,
held for the first time in Paya Ter-
ubong, drew hundreds of visitors
although it was held early in the
morning on a weekday.

Penang Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said the balloon “pop-up” was
one of the pre-events leading up
to the Penang Hot Air Balloon Fi-
esta on Feb 1 and 2 at the Polo
Ground.

“We want the community to
have an unforgettable experi-

ence; witnessing the hot air bal-
loons while enjoying various activ-

ities and performances, such as,
the zumba sessions and the lion

dances,” he said at the balloon ¥

“pop-up” event on Jan 31.

Yeoh, accompanied by two red o

‘lions’ and a rat mascot, also dis-

tributed mandarin oranges to the &

visitors.

Shutterbugs did not miss the
opportunity to take beautiful pho-
tos at the event.

People taking part in the
zumba session during the
balloon ‘pop-up’ event in
Bandar Baru Air Itam.

@G}Igl}@b Grond.
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Captivating night glow
show with fireworks.

both local and international.

“The Penang Hot Air Balloon
Fiesta has been included in the
state’s tourism calendar since
2015.

“| trust that the organiser has
been working hard to enhance the
fiesta over the years,” Chow said.

Governor Tun Abdul Rahman
Abbas was given the honour to
launch the fiesta together with the
other dignitaries present.

Some visitors had a good time
at the “night glow” show, which
featured 10 lighted up balloons
and music.

And towards the end of the
“night glow” show was a spectacu-
lar fireworks display.

Visitors who turned up for the
two-day fiesta had a memorable
time at the Polo Ground.
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The students looking at the water samples during the ‘River
Care Education’ programme.

Taking care
of rivers

A'I'O'I'AL of 116 students water testing equipment.
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from 29 schools in Se- “With this training, the stu-
berang Perai learned a dents will be able to identify
valuable lesson during the “Riv- and further understand the
er Care Education” programme quality and health of a river.
at Taman Rimba Cherok Tok “And from there, hopefully,
Kun in Bukit Mertajam recently. they will be able to join hands
The half-day programme was to help upgrade the river wa-
organised by Seberang Perai ter quality,” Tan said in his
City Council (MBSP) and Water speech before officiating the
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Watch Penang (WWP). programme on Feb 22. A I
MBSP  councillor Michael Also present was WWP vice- Latihan Pgngendali Makanan (LPM) adalah kursus
Tan Cheong Heng said the pro-  president Dr Tan Mou Leong berkenaan asas kebersihan dan keselamatan makanan

gramme’s main objective is to who said t-he programme has yang wajib dihadiri oleh pengendali makanan.
educate the younger generation been carried out once per

with best practices to protect month since 2017. .

Sk ?
the quality of rivers as water “Until now, MBSP and WWP _ SIAPA ITU PENGENDALI MAKANAN?
resources. have carried out the programme

“Through this programme, 23 times involving 35 schools and Individu di premis makanan yang terlibat : v,
students were taught by fa- 703 students in Seberang Perai. 1) secara langsung dalam penyediaan makanan .
cilitators from WWP on how to “Thus, | hope the programme 2) menyentuh makanan atau permukaan yang menyentuh makanan »

carry out river water quality as- will be continued in the follow-
sessments. ing months so that more stu-

“They carried out physical, dents will be able to join it and
chemical and biological tests learn more about river conser-

3) mengendalikan makanan berbungkus atau tidak berbungkus

on the river by using various vation,” he added. SEKIRANYA TIDAK MENGHADIRI LPM
Adopt new technology, farmers and breeders told Pengendali makanan dan majikan boleh dikompaun
atau denda tidak melebihi RM10,000.00 atau penjara

FARMERS and breeders have “People need food to survive,” tidak melebihi dua (2) tahun jika sabit kesalahan.
been urged to keep abreast of the  he said in his speech before distrib-
latest technology pertaining to the  uting farming tools to 76 farmers at
agriculture industry. the Penang Agriculture Department BAYARAN

Former state Health, Agriculture, in Bukit Mertajam on Feb 20. o
AgroBased Industry and Rural De- Afif also urged the younger gen- = Yuran yang dikenakan hanya RM50.00 seorang
velopment Cor_‘nmittge - chairman eration to participate in agr?cultu_re. « Tempoh latihan tidak kurang daripada 3 jam JA
pr Af|.f Baha_lrdln said industries; _ “The state government is doing + Tempoh sahlaku sijil LPM adalah seumur hidup B =
including agriculture, would evolve its best to encourage more youth to Aalas i

and progress with time. take up agriculture. TELEEREIRED I
“Keep yourself updated and “Those who are interested can PERMOHONAN " —_—

learn the latest technology. Do not  apply for the Penang ‘Tabung Usa- . ; .
be afraid to adopt new technology  hawan Tani’ to start their business. ﬁnda bc:;e:'.l :11 e: ghubl.,lsrll;lh:e:nl:h Lat.xhan
because it can ease your work and “Applicants below the age of 40 cngenaau HaKanan ( ) berhampiran
: . : ) . seperti di dalam laman sesawang
increase your yield. can obtain a zero-interest micro- http://f h

“Agriculture is among the in- credit loan for up to two years, and P: sq.mon.gov.my
dustries that remain competitive they can receive a loan for up to
despite the economic uncertainty.  RM6,000. Those below 60 can ob-
This is because the agriculture tain a loan for up to RM5,000 with

industry contributes to our basic  a zerointerest microcredit loan for 1,:;_, e AL BLRIE R A G'ﬁm @mm- @W
needs which is food. up to two years,” he said. il
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UST Global sets ™

up Infinity Lab, ;
delivery centre

sStory by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Adleena Rahayu Ahmad
Radzi

ST Global has launched its
Uﬁrst “Infinity Lab” and the

third delivery centre in Pen-
ang, marking a new chapter in the
company’s journey in Malaysia
and Southeast Asia.

UST Global Malaysia country
head Amar Chhajer said the Infin-
ity Lab was part of the company’s
network of innovation labs which
covered various countries around
the world.

“The lab that we have here in
Penang will focus on problem solv-
ing to support business-led digital
transformation. It will provide a

collaborative environment for our
employees, clients and academia.

“Technologists and engineers
will have the opportunity to solve
critical business problems involv-
ing artificial intelligence (Al), ma-
chine learning, augmented reality
(AR), mixed reality (MR), robotic
process automation, cybersecuri-
ty, big data engineering and many
more through this initiative,” Amar
said in his speech before taking
part in the launching ceremony at
Mini-Circuits Technologies in Bay-
an Lepas on Jan 21.

Amar said the new delivery
centre would build the momentum
for the company’s growth in the
region.

“It will help to support the

N

(Front row) Amar (left) briefing Chow on the Infinity Lab.

growth of our ‘innovation’ ecosys-
tem in Southeast Asia.”

Also present were UST Global
chief executive officer Krishna
Sudheendra and UST Global chief
operating officer Alexander Var-
ghese.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who graced the ceremony, praised
UST Global for its initiative in
making Penang the hub for digi-
tal transformation and Internet of
Things (loT) solutions for clients in

Business

Events
Penang

(From fourth froﬁ left) Yeoh and Aéhwin ;Nith 6ther guesté after sfpeakingi at the press conference.

Penang to continue tapping into business tourism

THE Penang Convention & Ex-
hibition Bureau (PCEB) plays a
significant role with regard to the
meetings, incentives, conven-
tions and exhibitions (MICE) in
dustry in the state, says Tourism
Development, Arts, Culture and
Heritage Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin.

“We (Penang) do not only rely
on leisure tourism. So, the PCEB
plays a pivotal role to position
Penang as a premier business
tourism hub.

“In order to sustain the tour-
ism industry, we will continue to
market and promote Penang as
the MICE activity hub.

“According to studies, busi-
ness tourists are willing to spend

more compared to leisure tour-
ists, so business tourism is ex-
pected to be one of the key sec-
tors and the gross market that we
will continue to focus on,” Yeoh
told a press conference on Feb 4
when announcing the Asia Pacific
Rotaract Conference (APRRC)
that would be held in September.

PCEB chief executive officer
Ashwin Gunasekeran said the
conference would serve as a plat-
form to understand the cultural
diversity of the countries in the
Asia Pacific region.

“We are expecting some 600
participants from various coun-
tries in the Asia Pacific region to
take part in the conference that
will be held from Sept 3 till Sept

6.

“This will help to further build
the community by sharing ideas
and solutions to improve physical
and social needs.

“At the same time, it is also
to promote international under-
standing and peace through the
framework of friendship and ser-
vices.

“Apart from that, the confer-
ence will also help the partici-
pants to develop more creative
views and ideas into action which
will be bring out benefits within
and outside the Rotaract commu-
nity,”” Ashwin said.

For more information on
APRRC, visit https://aprrc2020.
com/

Southeast Asia.

“Your growing presence is a
strong testament that Penang will
remain an investment location of
choice which offers the right envi-
ronment for Global Business Ser-
vices (GBS) companies to grow
their operations sustainably.

“Penang continues to record
robust investments and re-in-
vestments from established GBS
companies for the past 15 years,”
Chow said.

“We also observed that GBS
companies in the state continue
to expand and upgrade their ac-
tivities to high valued services
within their portfolio.

“I believe that GBS can serve
as a catalyst towards a high in-
come and knowledge-based econ-
omy for Penang,” he added.

UST Global is headquartered in
the United States and has more
than 23,000 employees across
the globe.

Special coordinator
pledges to continue
serving Balik Pulau folk

FORMER Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) councillor
Gooi Seong Kin has been ap-
pointed as the special coor-
dinator to the Chief Minister.

Gooi, 58, had previously
served the council for nine
terms.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow announced Gooi's ap-
pointment after distribut-
ing mandarin oranges at the
Balik Pulau market and food
complex on Feb 4.

“Gooi had been selflessly
serving the people in his ca-
pacity as a councillor for nine
terms.

“l believe that he will do a
good job assisting the state
government, elected rep-
resentatives and the local
council here in Balik Pulau.

“Special coordinators have
also been appointed to as-
sist in Kepala Batas and
Tasek Gelugor.

“These coordinators will
be able to assist the people
in terms of government poli-
cies and bring forward any
issue faced by the people
to the state assemblymen,

state government or the rel-
evant agencies,” Chow told a
press conference.

Chow said the appoint-
ment would also strengthen
the Pakatan Harapan team in
Balik Pulau, which aimed at
serving the people better.

Gooi started his duty on
Jan 1.

“lI would like to thank the
Chief Minister for giving me
this opportunity to continue
serving the rakyat.

“I will do my best to assist
the people here in Balik Pu-
lau. This is my kampung (vil-
lage),” Gooi said.

Pulau Betong assembly-
man Mohd Tuah Ismail con-
gratulated Gooi on his ap-
pointment.

“We look forward to work-
ing together with Gooi to at-
tend to the needs of the peo-
ple,” he said.

Also present were Chow’s
political secretary and Kom-
tar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng, Bayan Lepas assem-
blyman Azrul Mahathir Aziz
and Telok Bahang assembly-
man Zolkifly Md Lazim.
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