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outbreak, the state govern-

ment has initiated a “Penang
Lawan Covid-19” campaign.

Through the campaign, an of-
ficial Facebook account (https://
www.facebook.com/ilovpg) has
been set up to disseminate the
latest and current information re-
garding Covid-19.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the campaign is necessary
as a first step in curbing the
spread of misinformation and
fake news on Covid-19 among
the people.

“We will provide all the neces-
sary information, such as preven-
tive measures and other relevant
information from the Health
Ministry (MOH) and state Health
Department through this public
awareness campaign.

“With this campaign, we hope
the public can get all the verifica-
tions and up-to-date information
about Covid-19. This will help
them to not feel overwhelmed
and panic,” Chow told a press
conference in Komtar on March
16.

Also present during the press
conference were state Tourism
Development, Arts, Culture and
Heritage Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin and Penang Con-
vention and Exhibition Bureau
(PCEB) chief executive officer Ash-
win Gunasekaran.

According to Chow, the state
government has also taken some
proactive measures to safeguard
the well-being and safety of the
people in Penang.

“This includes an order that
all state government and private
organisation programmes that

IN a move to stem the Covid-19
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Chow (foreground) with (from left) Yeoh, Malaysian Association of Hotels (MAH) Penang chapter chairman Khoo Boo Lim
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and Ashwin are all pumped up as they hold placards that said ‘Penang Lawan Covid-19’ during the campaign logo launch.

Taking the fight to

Covid-19

(MBSP) and Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) will also ensure
that all business premises, in-
cluding hawker food complexes,
follow the guidelines provided.
“Besides that, health aware-
ness campaigns will be organised
throughout the state to provide in-
formation and awareness to the
public on ways to protect them-
selves and their loved ones,” he

involve mass gatherings should
be cancelled based on the guide-
lines from MOH.

“We have also ordered all the
state and private agencies to
start screening body tempera-
ture, instal hand sanitisers and
practise social distancing of the
staff and the public who enter
their buildings.

“Seberang Perai City Council

added. Chow also

Chow reiterated the
s aid state  govern-
those who ment’'s commit-
require ac- ment to continue
curate infor- working closely with

mation on Covid-19
could also contact the Cri-

sis Preparedness and Response
Centre or email to epid_penang@
moh.gov.my or call 04-2629902.

MOH, state Health De-
partment and other relevant

agencies to combat the spreading

of Covid-19.

*More stories on p2,3
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IVIL servants under
c the Penang government

have been told to work
from home.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the state would heed
the movement control order as
announced by Prime Minister
Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin on
March 16.

“All civil servants under the
Penang government, except
those providing essential ser-
vices, can execute their duties
from home during the move-
ment control order period from
March 18 to March 31,” Chow
told a press conference at his
office after attending a special
exco meeting on March 17.

It was reported that essen-
tial services include water,
electricity, energy, telecom-
munications, post, transporta-
tion, water services, oil, gas,
fuel, broadcasting, financial,
banking, health, pharmacy,
the Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment, prisons, ports, airports,
security, defence, cleaning, re-
tail and food supplies.

“It is not a holiday. Civil
servants need to continue
serving and be on standby. Do
discharge your responsibility.

“The State Secretary has
also issued a directive to pro-
hibit civil servants from travel-
ling abroad.

“Meanwhile, service cen-
tres will be closed and be on
standby during the period.

“The Penang state execu-
tive council (exco) will still be
functioning. Weekly meetings
will still be held to discuss es-
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Chow speaking about the initiatives taken by the Penang government to combat Covid-19. With him are (from left) state exco
members Jagdeep Singh Deo, Chong Eng and Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain.

Penang supports

sential matters,” Chow said.

Chow also listed numerous
efforts taken by the Penang
government to combat the Co-
vid-19 outbreak.

“The state government is
allocating RM20 million to aid
those who are impacted by the
movement control order, espe-
cially small business opera-
tors and hawkers, to reduce
their financial burden.

“We understand that the al-
location may not be much. We

want the people to know that
we are here (with them), fight-
ing the Covid-19 outbreak,” he
said.

Chow said the state exco
had also discussed the spe-
cial task force, operated un-
der the State Secretary, to
address Covid-19 matters in
Penang.

“The state has decided to
include state exco members
Dr Norlela Ariffin and Phee
Boon Poh in the special task

—

By Azmi Hussin

movement control order

force. The task force will
be conducting daily
meetings to deal
with Covid-19 is-
sues.

“Communi-
cations and
public par-
ticipation are
also essential
to deliver accurate
information to the peo-
ple. Hence, the state has set
up a Communications and Citi-
zen Empowerment Committee
to boost effective communica-
tions. The committee will be
chaired by Bukit Mertajam MP
Steven Sim,” he said.

He added that Penang Tour-
ism Development, Arts, Cul-
ture and Heritage Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin had
also instructed Penang Global
Tourism (PGT) and Penang Con-
vention and Exhibition Bureau
(PCEB) to stop all promotions,
visits to conventions and oth-
ers during the said period.

“The respective state excos
are working hard to ensure
that all six measures stated
under the movement control
order are followed.

“The Penang government
supports the movement control
order and will give its coopera-
tion. We hope that everyone will

work together and abide
by the order.

“This is im-
portant, and
we must do it
right the first
time,” Chow
said.

He also said
that Penang Hill
Corporation (PHC)

would be reducing the
funicular train frequency to
the hill.

“The funicular train is a
mode of transportation, which
is an essential service. The
train service is still needed to
transport residents who are
staying on the hill,” he said.

He urged everyone to stay
united to combat the Covid-19
outbreak.

According to a press state-
ment by PHC, the funicular
train service for all visitors
has been suspended from
March 18 to March 31, in
view of the movement control
order.

The statement stated that
limited funicular trips would
be provided to the residents
of Penang Hill on a sched-
uled basis during the move-
ment control order period. The
scheduled trips are strictly for
the residents of Penang Hill.
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OCAL authorities in Pen-
Lang have disallowed din-

ing in eateries and coffee
shops but allowed the sale of
takeaway food.

This is among several dras-
tic measures the Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) and
the Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) are taking to curb the
spread of Covid-19 from March
18 until March 31.

This follows the announce-
ment by Prime Minister Tan
Sri Muhyiddin Yassin on March
16 of a nationwide restricted
movement order till the end of
this month.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang has appealed to the
public to “bear with us until
March 31”.

“We’re trying our best to do
whatever we can. The important
thing is to reduce movement
and avoid mass gatherings,”
Yew told a press conference
called by state Local Govern-
ment, Housing, Town and Coun-
try Planning chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo at Komtar on March
17.

“We need the public to work
together with us. If we don't
work hand in hand, we will have
big trouble after this.

“We don’t allow people to sit
down and dine in coffee shops.
Just bear with us, it's only a
temporary measure until March
31. Our team will go down to ad-
vise them; if necessary, we will
enforce the rules,” Yew said.

He added that MBPP has al-
so heeded the Health Ministry’s
advice by cancelling almost 30
programmes or public gather-
ings until April 30.

They include Hari Warga MB-
PP, Excellence Services Award,
Remembering P. Ramlee, Equal
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Only takeaways allowed

Fun Walk 2020 (in
conjunction  with
World Internation-
al Women’s Day

Celebration),
Water Series
1 Safety and

Basic Swim-
ming Pro-
gramme and

Battle of the Band
Youth Park Anniversary.

He said MBPP had also taken
steps such as sanitising public
toilets hourly during peak hours,
providing hand sanitiser or soap
dispenser at complexes, clean-
ing and sanitising doorknobs
and railings that are often used
by the public.

Yew said other preventive
measures include the closure

of existing night markets, en-
tertainment outlets, cinemas,
pasar tani, pasar Ramadan,

business premises (except for
essential services), City Stadi-
um, two sports complexes, 17
community halls, City Hall gal-
lery, government nursery and
kindergarten and public parks
like Taman Bandaraya (Youth
Park), Metropolitan Park and Ta-
man Jajar.

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali
Mahmud said they have decided
to close public facilities such as
MBSP Sports Complex in Bukit
Mertajam, Seberang Jaya public
swimming pool and Gymnasium
Centre, Bertam Sports Complex
in Kepala Batas.

MBSP, Rozali said, would
also suspend its activities until
April 30, such as Robina Beach

Personal hygiene important
to combat Covid-19

IT takes everyone to actively play
their role to fight Covid-19.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said that, most importantly, people
must ensure that they take care of
their personal hygiene.

“The state government is taking
proactive measures to either post-
pone or cancel state events, which
involve a huge number of people,
for the time being. We also advise
other private organisations to con-
sider rescheduling their events if
these involve many people.

“A screening process has to be
conducted on the guests or partici-
pants should the organisers wish
to proceed with their events.

“The organisers are advised to
also ensure that their guests prac-
tice good personal hygiene,” Chow
told a press conference at Chow-
rasta Market after distributing flow-
ers to women traders and market-
goers on March 7.

Chow also spoke about the
measures taken at Komtar.

There is a temperature screen-
ing exercise to screen visitors at
Level 1, 2, 3 and 6 at Komtar.

“We are doing our best for the
people besides raising awareness
on Covid-19.

“Let’'s do our part to prevent
the spread of Covid-19 in our com-
munities,” he added.

Cleanup Programme with

Community  and
Schools, Sungai
Perak Nature
Walk, Upcycle
Carnival, Digital
Library  Inaugura-

tion, Forest Bathing
Programme at Bukit
Suling, Earth Hour in
Bandar Sunway, MBSP
2021 Budget Dialogue Town
Hall Session and MBSP Car Free
Morning and MBSP Aerobics.
Jagdeep said he was happy
that both MBPP and MBSP had
set up their respective task forc-
es, known as Covid-19 Crisis
Management Task Force, com-
prising 24 councillors each and
several heads of departments.
While steps are being taken

Rozali says MBSP has suspended
their activities until April 30.

to fight Covid-19, he said priority
must be to ensure the safety of
MBPP and MBSP workers.

He said new licences for night
markets and entertainment
premises would not be issued
until the situation improves.

In an effort to increase the
level of awareness of precau-
tions towards Covid-19, he told
reporters at Chowrasta Market
on March 14 that LED screens
at nine locations on the island
and four locations on the main-
land would be displaying inform-
ing concerning the preventive
measures to be taken.

In addition to this, Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow launched
the “Penang Lawan Covid-19”
campaign on March 16 to curb
the spread of misinformation
and fake news regarding the dis-
ease among the community.

The latest and current infor-
mation regarding Covid-19 is dis-
seminated via an official Face-
book account (https://www.
facebook.com/ilovpg).

Island City Council.

Teleconferencing to reduce virus risk

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) has taken a proactive
measure by doing its first tele-
conferencing meeting at Penang
City Hall on March 16 due to the
rising Covid-19 cases.

The teleconference  was
joined by MBPP councillors and
also heads of various depart-
ments under the council.

Councillor Mohd Suhairi Aru-
mugam Abdulah said the deci-
sion taken by mayor Datuk Yew
Tung Seang was the right move
to combat the spread of Co-
vid-19.

“We discussed many issues
such as licensing, land, health
and many more.

“So, for me, teleconferenc-
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View of the MBPP teleconferencing meeting chaired by Yew (centre). - Pix courtesy of Penang

ing is more effective and con-
venient, especially in terms of
time, expenses and travel dis-
tance if compared with the con-
ventional way of a meeting.

“This is also in line with
MBPP’s efforts to reduce the
spread of Covid-19 by limiting
ourselves from attending mass
gatherings.

“So, this is really a good step
taken by the MBPP mayor for the
sake of our health and safety,” he
said during a phone interview with
Buletin Mutiara on March 17.

Another MBPP councillor Mu-
hamad Khairul Mohd Ali said
the teleconferencing was a
step to help MBPP staff mem-
bers to work more remotely

during the outbreak.

“As we know, teleconferenc-
ing is used widely by many coun-
tries as well.

“Thus, organisations that de-
velop the culture and tools to
enable remote work will be in a
better position to support their
employees in the midst of health
concerns. This is exactly what
MBPP is trying to do.

“Through  teleconferencing,
the meetings are shorter and
more oriented to the primary
purpose of the meeting.

“Thus, it will give us more
satisfaction for simple problem
solving, information exchange,
and procedural tasks,” Muha-
mad Khairul added.




Story of tiffin g as. /0

carriers_
never dies

uStory by K.H. Ong

0 would have thought
of writing a book on old-
fashioned tiffin carriers?

This question must have been
on the minds of many guests who
attended the launch of the book
titled “Tiffin — An Untold Story” writ-
ten by J. Prakash, 41, and his wife,
M. Punita, 40.

The event was held at the com-
pound of the Penang Hindu Endow-
ment Board (PHEB) building in Ma-
calister Road on March 7.

In fact, this unusual effort by the
couple even baffled state Deputy
Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P. Rama-
samy when he had the honour of
launching the hardcover 216-page
pictorial narrative.

But it was a dream come true
for Prakash, a former lecturer at
KDU Penang University College
and now an administrative officer
at PHEB, and Punita, a staff nurse
at Penang Hospital, to finally come
out with their first ever book.

It celebrates 200 years of histo-
ry and evolution of the tiffin carrier.

“Today’s event is and will be
one of the most important things
to ever happen in my life. The book
is a culmination of 12 years of ef-
fort, research, dedication, hard
work, love and care. | want to pro-
tect and conserve this precious
antique and artefacts,” Prakash
told the guests, friends and well-
wishers in his speech.

“Tiffin is also one of the recog-
nised trademarks of Penang’s heri-
tage that belongs to all, regardless
of race and culture.

“However, | feel it is a dying
custom and it is truly sad that a
lot of young people have no clue
what a tiffin carrier is. So, this
book records the beginning and
the journey of tiffin carriers in mul-
tiple cultures.

“In the book, you will get to see
more than 160 different tiffin car-
riers all around the world, some
almost 100 years old. It also fea-
tures ftiffin collections from the
Penang State Musuem as well as
Intan Peranakan Museum from
Singapore.

“There are hundreds of photo-

graphs for you to feast your eyes
on. Not only are they food carriers
but they are also beautiful works of
art.

“I really hope this book will edu-
cate and inspire the present and
future generation and safeguard
this historical and cultural arte-
fact.”

According to Punita, the seed to
write the book was sown in 2014
when they landed themselves in
the Malaysia Book of Records by
having a collection of 185 tiffin car-
riers in their kitchen.

Now, they have over 200 after
spending over RM200,000 on
their purchases.

Besides sourcing the items
from all over Malaysia, the couple
have tiffin carriers from Czechoslo-
vakia, Germany, Hungary, Austria,
China, Myanmar, Holland and Tur-
key.

A brass tiffin carrier, made in
India in 1870, is their oldest collec-
tion. Weighing 6kg, it has a bottom
compartment for charcoal to keep
the food warm.

Also in their possession are a
pink-coloured tiffin carrier with a
side cyclinder for banana leaf or
chopstick from Czechoslovakia
and an aluminium tiffin carrier with
a kettle on top from India.

Initially, Prakash and Punita had
just wanted to have a tiffin car-
rier or two to display as antique in
their house. Never in their wildest
dream would

FIRETALION VWITh ;. §

-

. Supported By : Penang State M

i

Guests purchasing the book after it was officially launched

by Ramasamy.

that change to become a passion.

Ramasamy praised the couple
for loaning their items to PHEB on
various occasions to display at the
Indian Heritage Centre as well as
their great effort to produce the
book.

“We need more people to write
books like this. The authors have
painstakingly collected the tiffin
carriers. It's very much cultural.

“On behalf of the Penang Hindu
Endowment Board, I'm glad to
contribute RM10,000. This kind of
book will be appreciated by those
who are actually interested in art
and culture,” said Ramasamy, add-
ing that from what he googled, tiffin
could be a type of a meal like din-
ner, lunch or breakfast.

Locally, tiffin  carriers
are known as “mangkok

Notable tiffin carriers collected by Prakash and Punita (from

left) yellow tiffin carrier from Sweden, pink with side cylinder
for banana leaf or chopstick from Czechoslovakia, white and
blue (charcoal cock-pit) from Sweden, aluminium with kettle

from India, and green enamel from Austria.

tingkat” in Malay, “uwah chan”
in Hokkien and “thukku chatti” in
Tamil. They have been used for
generations for storing or carrying
food.

Penang State Museum director
Haryany Mohamad, who was also
present with her family at the book
launch, said she was glad to have
collaborated with Prakash and Pu-
nita for the first time in an exhibi-
tion in 2014.

The ‘Tiffin — An Untold Story’,
being sold at RM75, was written in
four languages — Bahasa, English,
Mandarin and Tamil.

Prakash, in his speech, acknowl-
edged the contributions of Em-
ily Wong (researcher and Chinese
author), Tang Wai Kei (researcher),
S. Pretika (arts and drawings), P.
Mahalinggam (Tamil editor and
researcher), Pauline Ng (Malay
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Punita and Prakash with their collection of tiffin carriers.

Ramasamy (wearing yellow
shirt) launching the book,
‘Tiffin - An Untold Story’,
with authors Prakash (on
Ramasamy’s left) and Pu-
nita (beside Prakash), and
some of the invited guests.

editor), R. Umachandran (all tiffin
photographs), M. Jeevan (front and
back cover designer) and Suresh
Ramsky (editor).

Wong and Tang, who are
Prakash’s former students, played
a tremendous role from the begin-
ning until the end of the project,

Prakash also thanked Rama
samy and PHEB chief executive
officer Datuk M. Ramachandran
for their support, friends for their
encouragement, and Manmad Stu-
dios for presenting a documentary.

After the book launch, Prakash
and Punita were as busy as a bee
as they were congratulated by
guests and well-wishers, asked to
sign autographs or to have their
photos taken with them.

The fantastic morale support
they got have given them the impe-
tus to set another goal.

“The story of tiffin carriers never
ends. It is interesting to explore.
The warm response we received
has inspired us to think of doing
yet another book on tiffin carriers,”
said Punita.

For now, they are now looking
forward to the international launch
of their book at Intan Peranakan
Museum on April 25.
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Kudos for backlane
transformation

=Pix by Alissala Thian

TE backlane transformation
project at the George Town
World Heritage Site has been
praised by many residents, says
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

He said they did not believe that
the dark alleys and walkways could
be transformed to a clean image,
giving the residents some form of
security and peace in using them
even at night.

“All this is not by chance but by
design. For this, | must congratu-
late the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) for its efforts in upgrad-
ing and beautifying the sidelanes
and backlanes,” Chow said in his
speech when he officiated the new-
ly upgraded sidelane and backlane
from Lebuh Ah Quee to Lorong Pitt
in George Town on Feb 29.

“Although the expenditure is
small, about RM280,000, the im-
pact is big. I'm glad to hear the

positive views of many of the resi-
dents.

“It's not just about improving
the landscape but also making
the people feel safe to use the
backlanes with the installation of
CCTVs and streetlights.

“This is a good project to en-
gage with the community and
achieve a sustainable develop-

ment goal.”

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang, who was present, said
MBPP has targeted to upgrade
a total of 9km of backlanes and
sidelanes since 2017. It is ex-
pected to be completed in the
next two or three years.

“So far, we have upgraded a
total of 1.7km and this year we

e

i Childr!.li} tﬁiﬁmt ina I
colouri'ng contest at the
newly‘gpgraﬁed backlane
of Lebuh_ Ah Quee-Lorong
Pitt asitheir mothers [ &

Lorong Pitt.

will be upgrading another 1.3km.
When the 9km upgrade is com-
pleted, we will have a total green
space of about 10 acres.

“It’s not just for beautification
but for a cycling, friendly city and a
workable community.

> “_R"h“‘*-c-- oy
A group of enthusiasts taking part

in an aerobic exercise at the newly
upgraded sidelane of Lebuh Ah Quee-

Chow signing on a
plaque to officiate
the upgrading of
the Lebuh Ah Quee-
Lorong Pitt backlane
| project on Feb 29.
2, (= With him are Yew

= N (rignt), Teh (sec-
“# ond from left) and
| Addnan (left).

“We’re also working
“" towards a low-carbon

city framework. What we
want to see is transform-
ing the place as well as
engagement by the com-
munity.”

Also present were Komtar as-
semblyman Teh Lai Heng, MBPP
secretary Datuk Addnan Mohd
Razali and MBPP councillors Wong
Yuee Harng, Connie Tan, Alan Lim
Wei Lun and Tan Soo Siang.
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TE Jelutong landfill, on a
coastal land beside Tun Dr
Lim Chong Eu Expressway,
is set to be the first landfill in the
country to undergo a RM1 billion
rehabilitation and redevelopment
process.

The landfill, which began op-
erations in the 1970s, is located
about 3km away from the Weld
Quay ferry terminal.

It was then considered to be in
the city’s outskirts.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the rehabilitation and redevel-
opment process on the over four-
decade-old landfill would be carried
out by PLB Engineering Berhad (PL-
BEB).

He said PLBEB had been ap-

pointed three years ago to under-
take the project following a Re-
quest for Proposal (RFP) called on
March 12, 2015.

“Therefore, the onus is now on
PLBEB to submit its application to
the Department of Environment
(DOE) for the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) approval.

“There are many conditions
which will be imposed to the ap-
pointed company as they need to
adhere to certain requirements.

“It may take around nine months
to two years for the EIA approval to
be obtained before rehabilitation
works can be carried out.

“Hence, the company should
now be ready to get the ball rolling
in obtaining the approval,” he told
a press conference in Komtar on
Feb 21.

Chow was speaking before the
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Chow with Abdul Razak (second from left), Mohd Bazid (third from left) and Ong (second from
right) after the press conference.

signing of a joint development
agreement between Penang De-
velopment Corporation (PDC) and
PLBEB.

The RM1 billion rehabilitation
and redevelopment costs would be
borne by PLBEB.

Chow added that the whole de-
velopment process at the landfill
would take around 15 years, which
covers a total area of 85 acres.

“The state will then receive 25%
of the rehabilitated land and we will
decide on its usage,” he said.

Chow, nevertheless, pointed
out that up to 10 acres of addi-
tional land would be reclaimed for
embankment works and param-
eter wall while 30% of land created
would be surrendered to the state.

“The state hopes the rehabilita-
tion and redevelopment process
will proceed smoothly and bring a
positive impact to the people in the
state,” he said.

Chow added the state and PL-
BEB would work together in locat-
ing another site for construction

N

and demolition (C&D) of waste and
marine clay as the current tempo-
rary site in Pulau Burung would
last for five years.

“It can also be meant for recy-
cling purposes,” he noted.

Present at the press confer-
ence were State Secretary Datuk
Abdul Razak Jaafar, PDC general
manager Datuk Mohd Bazid Abd
Kahar, PLBEB executive chair-
man Datuk Seri Ong Choo Hoon
and state executive council
members.
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HE fight against doping in
Tsports must continue al-
though experts helping the
cheats are a few years ahead,
says Tan Sri Dr M. Jegathesan.
Jega, who until recently had
been the chairman of the medical
commission of both the Olympic
Council of Asia and the Common-
wealth Games Federation, said
the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) was making some prog-
ress although it certainly could
not catch every thief.

“It's just the tip of the ice-
berg. The anti-doping control
measures cost even more than
the event, catching 1 or 2%,” Je-
ga said in an anti-doping aware-
ness programme to a group of
about 200 coaches and repre-
sentatives from various Penang
sports organisations in Komtar
recently.

“But we’ve always this under-
lining principle that sports must
be fair and clean.

“Many of these drugs actually
have serious side effects on the
health. Athletes who take some
of these drugs pay the price.
There are famous athletes who
died at 40 and 50, just dropped
dead because they had been
taking steroids for years.

“One of the side effects is
cardiac issues. We want to pro-
tect our athletes, to let them
enjoy sports and not to get sick,
and later die young.

“Athletes are powerful role
models for the young. So, we
want them to send the right mes-
sage.

“Drugs can unfairly enhance
performance and this is against
the spirit of sport.”

Another speaker at the talk
was Nishel Kumar from the Anti-
doping Agency of Malaysia (Ad-
amas).

Also present were Penang
Masters Athletics Association
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Jegathesan (seated, fourth from right) and Nishel (second from right) in a group photograph with the participants of the
anti-doping awareness programme. Among them are Cheah (third from right), Krishnan (fifth from right), Chai (fifth from
left), Podim (fourth from left) and his wife Ruth Mary (third from left).

secretary Podim Hatia, who ini-
tiated the programme, Penang
State Sports Council manage-
ment committee acting chairman
Cheah Ban Cheng (who repre-
sented state executive councillor
Soon Lip Chee), PSSC administra-
tive officer Harry Chai Heng Hua
and Jega's then fellow national
runner Datuk T. Krishnan.

To deter the athletes, coaches
or scientists from cheating, Jega
said punishment is necessary.

Athletes who test positive nor-
mally get a fouryear ban from
WADA and can have their sen-
tence reduced if they have strong
grounds upon appeal.

For second-time offenders, it is
usually a lifetime ban.

Importantly, Jega said athletes
and coaches must be aware of
the strict liability rule.

“Normally, in all sorts of crimi-
nal offences, it is the prosecutor
who has to prove that the crime
was committed.

“But in the case of anti-
doping, the strict liability rule
means that the athlete is fully
and completely responsible for
anything found in his body. He
cannot give an excuse, like not
knowing where the substance
came from. If he has video evi-
dence, the sanction can be re-

duced but not changed to zero.

“The issue of supplements is
one of the biggest problems. So,
top athletes have to be careful of
what they eat or what herbs they
take.”

WADA's prohibited list (of med-
ications and drugs that athletes
cannot take) is revised every year
and can be downloaded from
https://www.wada-ama.org/en/
what-we-do/the-prohibited-list

Jega said another development
that WADA is watching out is gene
doping, which it described as the
non-therapeutic use of genes, ge-
netic elements and/or cells that
have the capacity to enhance ath-
letic performance.

Over the past few decades,
he said three major trends have
changed the landscape of sports,
namely professionalism, industri-
alisation and politicisation.

In his days, he said they were
strictly amateurs and if an ama-
teur took more than US$10 a day
in meal allowance, he would have
been disqualified.

For professionals, results mat-
ter most and some want to win at
all cost.

Because of the “push” and
“pull” factors, Jega said not only
athletes want to try to cheat but
scientists are also researching

new products that cannot be de-
tected to give to their athletes.

“There is a difference between
them and us. When we discover
something, say a new method,
that method will not be recog-
nised until our scientists publish
it in a reputable medical journal.

“All this takes about two years
before our test can be accepted
into the system. If not, lawyers
can ‘kill’ us in court. The experts
finding ways to beat the system
are two years ahead because they
don’t have to get approval when
they discover a new substance. It
can be passed on to the athletes
quickly by word of mouth.”

Jega said when they discov-
er new test methods, they can
conduct tests on urine or blood
sample of athletes as their speci-
mens in major games are kept for
10 years.

“They are stored and locked
up and any time, we can demand
and take it out. That's why you
see some of the athletes who
cheated during the 2012 London
Olympics have being caught only
recently,” he explained.

Malaysians, too, have had
their share of scandals

According to Nishel, the high
risk sports in the country are
weightlifting, athletics, bodybuild-

ing, cycling and aquatics.

“Apart from testing national
athletes in and out of competition
as well as athletes from other
countries competing in Malay-
sia, Adamas also promotes anti-
doping programmes to educate
athletes.

“We've 70 athletes under our
Registered Testing Pool. Last
time, it was only the athletes who
were punished when they failed
the test. But since 2015, the ath-
lete’s support personnel, includ-
ing doctors and team coaches,
are subject to anti-doping policies
and can be sanctioned if they are
found to commit an anti-doping
rule violation,” Nishel said.

The positive cases in Malaysia
seemed to rise during the Sukma
years in 2016 and 2018.

In the last five years, Adamas
conducted the following tests na-
tionwide: 2015 - 975 tests (sev-
en cases), 2016 - 1,200 tests
(14 cases), 2017 - 1,010 tests
(five cases), 2018 - 1,017 tests
(12 cases) and 2019 - 400 tests
(three cases).

At the end of the programme,
Jega and Nishel said they hoped
that the coaches would share
their knowledge with their ath-
letes and make them aware
drugs do not pay after all.
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GTWHI marks decade of excellence

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter

Incorporated (GTWHI) will be cel-
ebrating its 10th anniversary this
year in a meaningful way.

In conjunction with the celebration,
GTWHI has come up with two main ini-
tiatives — the GTWHI Heritage Recog-
nition and Awards 2020 and Cultural
Heritage Book Giveaway to Educational
Institutions in Malaysia.

The GTWHI Heritage Recognition and
Awards 2020 is aimed at recognising
and honouring individuals and groups
who have contributed enormously to
the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV)
of the George Town World Heritage Site.

The awards consist of four catego-
ries, namely, the Conservation, En-
hancement and Adaption Award; Cultur-
al Heritage Events and Activities Award;
Lifetime Achievement Award; and Cul-
tural Continuity Recognition.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow wel-
comed the public to jointly make Pen-
ang a sustainable and cultural state.

State Tourism Development, Arts,
Cultural and Heritage Committee chair-

THE George Town World Heritage

Chow and the dignitaries present posing with the posters of the two main

initiatives of GTWHI.

man Yeoh Soon Hin said anyone could
take part in the nomination process.

“The public can either nominate oth-
ers or self-nominate.

“The nomination period is from Feb
15 to April 15 (before 5pm). Announce-
ment of winners will be made on June
7. The awards ceremony is scheduled
to be held in July,” he said.

The public can download the free
nomination form at http://gtwhi.com.
my/heritage-recognition-awards-2020/

Those interested can e-mail the form
and supporting documents to info@gt-
whi.com.my or hand-deliver them to the
GTWHI office.

Printed copies of the nomination form
are also available at the GTWHI office.

Yeoh said the award winners would
bring home a plaque and a certificate
each.

“They will also be given priority in GT-
WHI’s cultural promotional activities,”
he said.

The review and selection process will
be done by a jury panel consisting of
Moe Chiba, programme specialist and
head of unit culture of Unesco office in
Jakarta, Prof Datin Paduka Siti Zuraina
Abdul Majid, former director-general of
the National Heritage Department, Dr
Rohit Jigyasu, project manager of The
International Centre for the Study of the
Preservation and Restoration of Cultur-

al Property (ICCROM), Dr Paritta Chal-
ermpow Koanantakool, former director
of The Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
Anthropology Centre, and GTWHI gen-
eral manager Dr Ang Ming Chee.

Yeoh also spoke about the second
initiative — the Cultural Heritage Book
Giveaway to Educational Institutions in
Malaysia.

“The second initiative is aimed at
promoting and educating students on
cultural heritage.

“Through this programme, 100
book sets, each consisting of six titles
namely ‘Epitaph : The Northam Road
Protestant Cemetery (Volumes 1 & 2
), ‘George Town : Our Stories’, ‘George
Town’s Historic Commercial and Civic
Precincts’, ‘Little India of George Town’,
Penang’s Living Legacy- Heritage Trad-
ers of George Town and ‘POTEHI- Glove
Puppet Theatre of Penang (Boxset) will
be given to schools, colleges and uni-
versities in Malaysia.

“Schools, colleges, universities in Ma-
laysia can apply for the books via www.
gtwhi.com.my/book-giveaway-2020

“The deadline for the application is
Nov 30.

For enquiries, e-mail to info@gtwhi.
com.my

Penang to follow up on TPPM
with new federal govt soon

THE Penang government is hoping the new
federal government will deliver the federal
Malaysia Home Maintenance Fund (TPPM)
that had been approved by the Housing Min-
istry under the previous Pakatan Harapan
administration.

State Local Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said although there is
a political change in the country, the state
is banking on the recent announcement by
Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin that
he is a prime minister for all Malaysians.

He said out of the 137 applications Pen-
ang submitted to the ministry for People’s
Housing Project (PPR) and TPPM, 39 had
been approved while 98 have yet to be ap-
proved.

“In Penang, it's business as usual — just
as what the Chief Minister (Chow Kon Yeow)
had said yesterday. We don’t expect special
treatment but we certainly expect fair treat-
ment.

“So, the 39 applications that have been
approved at RM23 million should proceed
because they had been officially approved. In
fact, we have started work by calling for ten-
ders and appointing contractors,” Jagdeep
told a press conference in Komtar on March
5 after chairing the state’s Housing Commit-
tee meeting earlier.

“We’ll ask them to consider the balance
of 98 applications that would incur a total

cost of RM78 million.”

He said he had directed the state Housing
Department to write to the Housing Ministry
on the matter after the Cabinet was named
by Muhyiddin.

Jagdeep also said they would like to know
the status and feedback of other related
housing projects from the ministry, like the
People’s Housing Project (PPR), Rent to Own
(RTO) projects, federal affordable housing
scheme, Malaysia Civil Servants Housing
Project (PPAM) and urban regeneration proj-
ects.

Looking back, he said there was positive
development in the last 22 months when
Pakatan Harapan was in power at federal
level where housing was concerned in rela-
tion to their applications for certain funding
from the federal government.

The state, he said, had also identified five
plots of land in Penang (one plot in each dis-
trict) totalling 72 acres for the PPR projects.

“Even a technical visit to one of the plots
in Jelutong on the island had been conduct-
ed,” Jagdeep said.

“Affordable housing is a fundamental right
of all humans. Penangites, in particular, pay
a big sum of tax of around RM6 billion to
RM7 billion.”

Now in limbo is also the RM10 billion that
would be set aside for RTO housing schemes
under Budget 2020 as announced by former
Finance Minister Lim Guan Eng.
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HE Penang government is
Tcalling all housing develop-

ers to work with the state
to develop affordable housing
projects.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo said the state
government would continue to
lend its support and assist de-
velopers who are keen on devel-
oping affordable housing proj-
ects.

“Our main priority is to ensure
that there are affordable hous-

F

ing projects for all Penangites.

“And when we know that we
have private sector players like
you who want to assist us, we
will make sure that we make it
feasible, viable and practical for
you to come onboard.

“This project is proof of that,”
Jagdeep said in his speech at
The Park @ Mak Mandin CCC
handover ceremony on Feb 29.

The project was developed by
Silver Channel Sdn Bhd.

Jagdeep said the Penang gov-
ernment also prioritised livability.

“It is not just providing afford-
able homes. We must also en-
sure that the homes are livable,”
he said.

Jagdeep added a total of
103,721 housing units have
been built, are being built and
have been approved to be built
in Penang to date.

He said that building afford-
able housing units was the “right
direction”.

“I have received complaints
from housing developers that the
economy is soft and it is difficult
to sell homes.

“Let me rebut the complaints
here. Follow this direction and
build affordable homes. You will
not regret it.

“I was made to understand
that The Park @ Mak Mandin
project is 100% sold,” he said.

“If you (housing developers)
want to continue building homes
that cost RM1 million or RM1.5
million, you build them at your
own risk.

“Whereas, you are be able
to sell homes if you build afford-
able homes. The state will push
for this because it is for the peo-
ple,” he added.

Silver Channel Sdn Bhd chair-
man Datuk Musa Mustakim said
the company was honoured to

Jagdeep (centre), Phee

(on Jagdeep’s right), Soon
(forefront, fourth from left).
Rozali (forefront, fifth from
left), other VIPs and guests,
taking a group photo after
The Park @ Mak Mandin
CCC handover ceremony.

receive the Certificate of Com-
pletion and Compliance (CCC)
status four months ahead of
schedule.

“Thumbs up to the Penang
government for its double win-
ning strategy — firstly for relocat-
ing squatters to safer and proper
homes; and secondly, in allowing
future generations to own afford-
able homes at a strategic loca-
tion here in Bagan.

“Standing on a 10-acre land,
The Park @ Mak Mandin is a low-
density affordable housing project.

“The selling price for each
unit is only RM247,000 and the
home owner gets to enjoy a spa-
cious 1,002sq ft, three-bedroom
home.

“There are also facilities such
as a half-sized Olympic pool and
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The Park:@ Mak{Mandin
affordable housing project.

fiber-optic Internet. The property
is also gated and guarded,” he
said in his speech.

Also present at the ceremony
were Penang Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee, state Welfare, Caring Society
and Environment Committee chair-
man Phee Boon Poh, Seberang
Perai City Council mayor Datuk Ro-
zali Mohamud and Chief Minister of
Penang Incorporated (CMI) deputy
general manager S. Bharathi.

2019 - 2022

Pamohan yong layok akan
menjalani pemeriksoon
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volunteers

uStory & Pix by Tanushalini
Moroter

ENANG Youth Develop-
Pment Corporation’s (PYDC)

“Youth ~ Volunteer  Pro-
gramme” has proved successful
in providing a platform for young-
sters to contribute to the commu-
nity.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
said some 300 youths have reg-
istered for the volunteering work
since the programme’s launch in
2019.

“There are many areas in
which our youngsters can contrib-
ute such as in environment, natu-
ral disaster, emergency response

(first aid), education, sports,
charity and arts and culture,”
Soon said during his speech at
the launch of the orientation ses-
sion of the programme at Komtar
on March 1.

“The programme is open to
those who live in Penang and who
are between 15 and 35 years old.

“Those who are above 35
years old are also welcome to
join us by becoming mentors to
the youths,” he added.

Soon said the “Youth Volunteer
Programme” (Program Sukare-
lawan Belia) plays an important
role in nurturing tomorrow’s lead-
ers.

“Volunteerism has the poten-
tial to take our multiracial nation

Tk

Yeoh (in white shirt) joining other guests and children at
the launch of ‘Cancer Ribbons For Hope’ at the Relau Agro-

tourism Centre.

Ribbons of hope for
cancer patients

THE Penang Adventist Hospital
(PAH) has initiated a project, called
“Cancer Ribbons for Hope”, to col-
lect ribbons and raise money for its
Cancer Fund.

The public is encouraged to drop
by the hospital after the movement
control order is lifted to show their
support for the project.

For a minimum of RM5 dona
tion, the donor will receive a pin.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin com-
mended PAH on its effort as well
as for organising “World Cancer
Day: | AM and | Will”.

“| appreciate the hospital's ef-
fort to raise cancer awareness,
educate the public and support pa-
tients in their fight against cancer,”
Yeoh said in his speech when he
officiated the event at Relau Agro-

tourism Centre on March 1.

The activities at the event in-
cluded “Meet the Expert”, in which
there was a Q&A session with con-
sultant oncologists, family treasure
hunt, complimentary health screen-
ing and healthy food cooking dem-
onstration.

PAH senior director of finance A-
bin Phua said as a health promoting
hospital, the focus of PAH is to im-
prove the community’s awareness
by developing a healthy culture and
lifestyle standard through a series
of activities and campaigns.

He said the theme of World Can-
cer Day 2020 — | Am and | Will —
was an empowering call to action,
asking individuals to make a per-
sonal commitment to help reduce
the impact of cancer.

World Cancer Day falls on Feb 4
yearly.
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Soon (centre, in coat) in a group picture with the volunteers of the programme and also the

representatives from USM.

towards greater heights and at
the same time promotes unity
and peace,”’ he said.

During the orientation session,
an MoU was also signed between
PYDC, represented by general
manager Gwee Sai Ling, and
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM),
represented by Prof Noor Hazlina
Ahmad.

Apart from them, Soon as well
as USM deputy dean Abdul Hadi

Zulkafli (Academic Career and In-
ternational and Senior Lecturer at
the School of Management) also
took part in the MoU signing cer-
emony.

According to Soon, through the
collaboration, PYDC will be able
to tap into USM’s expertise to
groom the volunteers.

“We really look forward to this
partnership with USM as | believe
as it will bring about benefits to

our youth volunteers.

“We can send them for courses
organised in USM to sharpen their
leadership skills,” Soon said.

Meanwhile Noor Hazlina said
the collaboration would help to
expose the volunteers on the
needs of the society.

For further information on the
programme, call 04-263 6111 or
visit https://www.facebook.com/

pydc.my/

group photograph at USM.

Five teams vying for PENFAC Cup

FIVE multinational companies
took part in the PENFAC Cup
Basketball Championship at
Kompleks Sukan Azman Hashim
in Universiti Sains Malaysia.

They were Intel, Plexus, HP
Malaysia, Fath Group Asia and
Bizlink.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
said the championship was a
good platform for the players
to get to know each other and
make new friends as they came
from different backgrounds and
countries like the United States
of America, Singapore, the Phil-
ippines and Malaysia.

“Sports is for all, is for every-

one without any boundary. | am
pleased to know that this cham-
pionship is participated by play-
ers from different countries,”
Soon said in his speech when
he officiated the championship
at USM on March 1.

“This is the first time the Pen-
ang government has initiated
and endorsed such a basketball
championship for all factories
and SMEs in Penang.

“Through  sports  events
among the factories and com-
panies, | believe more athletes,
especially from Penang, will be
recruited by them,” he stressed.

Soon also expressed his grati-
tude to the organisers for their

efforts and partners like Federa-
tion of Malaysian Manufactur-
ers (FMM), Penang State Sports
Council, USM and Penang Bas-
ketball Association for their sup-
port.

He added that since 2019,
the state government has intro-
duced the ‘Sports for All’ initia-
tive in line with the Penang2030
vision for a family-focused green
and smart state that inspires
the nation.

“It's an initiative to engage
the community and public to be
involved in sports activities and
exercises so that we can create
a healthier community,” Soon
added.
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From performing to visual artists

uStory by Tanushalini
Moroter

TE “Art Within Theatre IlI” exhibition
brought together a unique collection of
artworks recently at the Penangpac in
Straits Quay.

The exhibition, which was supposed to
end on March 29, has to be cut short due to
the sudden movement control order to curb
the spread of Covid-19.

The exhibiting artists were mainly individu-
als in the performing arts industry.

Some of them are both members of the
Penang Players Music and Drama Society
and the Penangpac.

The artworks displayed were based on the
theme “Growth” and were done using vari-
ous mediums such as photography, painting,
sculpture and drawing by 11 artists.

Eric Yeoh, Fa Abdul, Hungry Goat, Ivan Ga-
briel, Joelle Saint Arnoult, Lusy Koror, Mikk
Towers, Rebecca Duckett-Wilkinson, Tom-
mes, Vatsn and Vijay Nathan participated in
the exhibition.

Penang-born Fa Abdul is a producer direc-
tor, playwright as well as a columnist.

Call to play vital role
in building school
children’s character

IT is important for school children to be mould-
ed into useful citizens, says newly-appointed
Penang Education Department director Abdul
Rashid Abdul Samad.

To achieve this, Abdul Rashid said parents,
together with teachers and representatives of
the Education Department, have a joint role to
play.

He was speaking at a meet-up session with
the board of governors from some secondary
schools in Bukit Jambul on Feb 28.

Also present were four deputy directors from
the Penang Education Department — Ismail Mo-
hd Said (Planning & Management), Azizah Paijo
(Learning), Suhaimi Saidin (Management) and
Zahari Zakariah (Student Building).

Joining them were 10 representatives from
the schools, namely SMJK Chung Ling, SMJK
Chung Hwa Confucian, SMJK Heng Ee, SMJK
Union, SMJK Convent Datuk Keramat, SMJK
Phor Tay, SMJK Sacred Heart, SMJK Perem-
puan China Pulau Pinang, SMJK Jit Sin Bukit
Mertajam and SMJK Jit Sin SPS.

Meanwhile, SMJK Chung Ling chairman Da-
tuk Seri Koay Hean Eng said the meet-up was
to congratulate Abdul Rashid on his promotion
as well as to establish a better rapport with
other officers from the Penang Education De-
partment.

In expressing his gratitude to Abdul Rashid
and his team on job well done over the past
few years, he wished them further success.

“I hope all of us will take advantage of ev-
ery opportunity given to learn from one another
and hopefully through the interaction and inter-
esting conversation, it will foster closer rela-
tionship,” Koay added.

she said.

Asked about her favourite picture, she
chose one of a mother with her little daugh-
ter.

“The picture was taken when | was in Yan-
gon where the mother looks at her daughter
with hopeful eyes to give her the best that
she could.

“Being a mother myself, the picture really
touched my heart. | could see that the moth-
er would want to do anything for her daughter
but unfortunately she has nothing much to
offer,” she said.

State Tourism Development, Arts, Cul-
ture and Heritage Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin, who officiated the ceremony, com-
mended the efforts of the artists in produc-
ing the art pieces.

“It is such a delight to see these amazing
group of people from diverse background as
well as country coming together for the love
of the visual and performing arts,” Yeoh said
in his speech at the opening ceremony of the
exhibition.

Fa explaining her photograph on ‘Mother and her daughter’ to a visitor.

hibition, | decided to take part.

“I looked through my collections of photo-
graphs and selected those that would match
the theme which is ‘Growth’.

“| wanted to show a different perspective
of growth, whereby growth could be some-
thing painful and full of struggles for some,”

Fa shared about her passion in photog-
raphy when the Buletin Mutiara team ap-
proached her during the launch of the exhibi-
tion on March 1.

“Apart from my interest in the performing
arts, | have always been passionate about
photography and when | heard about this ex-
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" i
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penjaja
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ERING YOUR OWN CONTAINER
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(D)Hari Warga MBPP, (2) Anugerah
Khidmat Cemerlang,(3)Remembering P.Ramlee,(4)
Equal Fun Walk 2020 Sempena Sambutan Hari
Wanita Sedunia,(5)Program Asas Renang &
Keselamatan Air Siri 1 , (6)Battle Of The Band
Youth Park Anniversary

AT

(1) Program Pembersihan Pantai Robina

Bersama Sekolah & Komuniti,(2)Sungai Perai
Nature Walk,(3)Karnival Upcycle di Design Village
Outlet Mall,(4)Program Duit Kita Hak Kita,(5)
Perasmian Digital Library,(6)Program Forest
Bathing di Bukit Suling,(7)Earth Hour di Bandar
Sunway,(8)Sesi Town Hall Dialog Bajet MBSP
2021,(9)MBSP Car Free Morning,(10)Senamrobik
Bersama MBSP
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& DIY Permbersih Tangan {Sanitiser)

Para pelajar dapat membual Fembersih Tangan
{Hand Saniliser} sendiri dan boleh bawa pulang ke rumah.

DINO - SOAP MAKER

Fara pelajar dapat rrermpeiajari cara unfuk membuat
sabun melalui proses saponilikasi.

SCRUB UP!

Fara pelajar akan mempelajar cara-cara membasuh tangan
yang betul dengan menggunakan sabun serta dapat
L mengamalkan tabial kebersihan diri yang baik.

* Hanya 50 orang sahaja bagt setiap sesi.
=2 Jam tempob untuk setiap sesi.
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Conservation, Enhancement and Adaptation Award
Anugerah Konservasi, Kemajuan dan Adaptasi
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Cultural Heritage Events and Activities Award
Anugerah Program dan Aktiviti Warisan Budaya
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Cultural Continuity Recognition
Pengiktirafan Kesinambungan Budaya
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Lifetime Achievement Award
Anugerah Pencapa;an Sepanjang Hayat
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MARCH 16 — 31, 2020

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.33 AIR ITAM N.01 PENAGA
%fgﬁg@'égn'(%éw T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang (T) 04 - 829 9143 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah )]
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my H 04-2260218 aifam@dappg.org
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul ET% 04 - 575 6526 YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam [T% 04 - 668 1062 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rahman F) 04 - 575 6526 kumar.harapan35@gmail.com F) 04 - 668 1062 YB Nor Hafizah Othman )]
N.16 PERAI N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK ) ]
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy {T% 04 -383 9131 YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail m N.05 SUNGAI DUA
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 -383 9131 YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor M
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04-262 0860 YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz ) [T; 04 - 649 3976
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745
N.12 PENANTI N.39 PULAU BETONG .
g i (L e SERET S e Wiekel T sl (T) 04 - 866 0214 PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks
norlela.arifin@gmail.com }F; 04 - 538 4871 I':l/\g] Eﬁgﬁ«gﬂeh (T) 012 598 4881
b N.40 TELUK BAHANG afasté3@ il.
yBl é rl]’g«r?gAg% LALANG m e G Y6 Zolkifly M. Lagim m novafas gmail.com
hong.en nan: v.m F) 04 - 530 3028 2-204,|;)E.RAA'I°‘TANG BERANGAN 1017 -585 5457
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT mibin Alang -
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo {Tg 04 - 226 2464 m T) 04 - 228 8482 annzaleyl5@gmail.com 019 - 444 6600
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464 [F{ 04-228 8514
N.37 BATU MAUNG N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussai T) 04 - 626 1442 PKR PENANG HQ T) 04-397 0115 Mohd. Taupek bin Abd. Rahman (T) 019 - 415 3850
B e e A e H 84 - 222 1442 L hajifek@gmail.com
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04-331 0163
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA m
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04 - 890 3866
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam
YB Yeoh Soon Hin m 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868 POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 9299 JPJ 04-656 4131
Y Teh Lo Hor T) 04 - 227 7068 b RER IO T e 04-598 8807
ot . DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
komiar@dappg.org 184227 7068 OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
N HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
YB Khaliq Mehtab Mohd. Ishag ET) 013 - 430 6400 ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
P) 04-5767606 BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR _ FERI (GEORGETOWN 04-210 2363
N.08 TELOK AYER T | 104351 1732 SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 ((BUTTERWORTH)) 04210238
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
yéogoﬁég&b}?ﬂlﬁ[\é\nd (T} 04- 3133990 KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
i _
n9.bagc1ndclc1m%@gmo:)ll.com IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419 PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
N.10 SEBERANG JAYA WCC (Women'’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-KANAK i
VB Dr. Afif Bahardin }B 81:%38 21183 Pusat Perknhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
S A e e re L CTRESIEANE e ioe
V] 1Z Bl Z| - -
iiiacsiomanah@emaieon SOCSO 04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555
N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee }T; 017 -8133 509
berapit@dappg.org F) 04 - 540 0006 quendqr Pelqncongqn
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon {T‘ 013-399 0519
klleeZ mail.com F) 04-5511442
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Students

making a
difference

uStory by Christopher Tan

tion when 75 students from 25

primary and secondary schools
in Penang chose to make a differ-
ence by taking part in the Penang
1st Eco-Schools Camp.

Organised by SJK (C) Union,
the camp was aimed at empower-
ing students with the knowledge
to care of the environment.

It was also held to encourage
participating schools to exchange
ideas in carrying out eco-friendly
projects.

The camp, held at the PLKN
White Resort in Balik Pulau from
Feb 21 to 23, was co-organised by
SJK (C) Eok Hua, SMK Datuk Onn
Butterworth and WWF-Malaysia.

It was supported by the Pen-

IT was indeed a day of celebra-

ang Welfare, Caring Society and
Environment office and the state
Education Department.

Penang Green Council (PGC), a
non-profit governmental organisa-
tion, was the supporting partner
for the project.

PGC has been nurturing and
facilitating environmental causes
in the state.

Event spokesman Jerome
Khou from SJK (C) Union said the
participants took part in several
activities such as the “7 Steps
Methodology” workshop, Eco-
Craft workshop, Open Café, sta-
tion games and a roundtable dis-
cussion.

“The  participating schools
learned about the ‘7 Steps Meth-
odology’ to assist them in plan-
ning their projects in a systematic

Some of the participants showing their reusable bags made of old clothes.

manner.

“They learned how to form
a committee, conduct environ-
mental review, work out the ac-
tion plan, monitor and evaluate,
among others.

“The students also learned
how to use cooking oil to make
soap during the Eco-Craft Work-
shop,” he said.

Other exciting activities includ-
ed making reusable bags, eco-
school badges and sachet bags.

Khou said in the roundtable
discussion the students talked
about topics such as “No Single
Use Plastic”, “Beat Plastic Pol-
lution”, “Waste Segregation At
Source”, “Climate Reality”, and

(From left), Lee, Ng, Soon, Athiyah joining other guests and school children for a group pho-
tograph at the career exploration workshop.

Plan for the future, students advised

STUDENTS have been urged to
plan their careers and not to be
totally focused on only the aca-
demic aspect.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
urged them to be all rounded so
as to become useful citizens.

“At times, we have students
who are totally focused towards
education and examinations till
they lose the need to prepare
for their future,” Soon said when
he officiated the “Career Explo-
ration Workshop” held at St

George’s Girls School (SGGS) in
George Town on Feb 27.

“Besides, there is a need to
raise awareness of career guid-
ance and counselling for stu-
dents to help them make better
decisions,” he added.

Also present were Pulau Ti-
kus assemblyman Chris Lee
Chun Kit, SGGS principal Athi-
yah Razak, UWC Berhad deputy
group chief executive officer
Matin Ng Chin Liang, ViTrox
Corporation Berhad manager/
people management Johreyna

Yeoh Siew Eng and its engineer
Lien Wen Yee.

Soon said besides aiming to
further expose students to the
various career choices, the ca-
reer exploration workshop was
to inspire them to make the
right choices.

“I hope the sharing sessions
with the speakers in various
fields like accountancy, people
management and engineering
will give the students a differ-
ent perception about these ca-
reers,” he added.

“Wildlife Conservation”.

The discussion was guided
by experts from WWF-Malaysia,
PGC, Riiicycle, Green Hero, Water
Watch Penang, Green Smith and

Universiti Sains Malaysia.

Also present at the closing cer-
emony was Penang Welfare, Car-
ing Society and Environment Com-
mittee chairman Phee Boon Poh.

- Kimaaam Negerd dulass Pang,
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Jagdeep (second from right) presenting a mock cheque to
Ong at the Persatuan Ong Si Geok Pan in Kedah Road. Wit-
nessing the event are Chow and the association members.

State helps over 150 places
of worship using RIBI fund

THE Penang government has
been constantly aiding places of
worship in the state.

Allocations from the RIBI (plac-
es of worship other than Islam)
Fund have been disbursed to 153
RIBI since 2016.

Penang Local Government,
Housing, Town and Planning
Committee chairman Jag-

deep Singh Deo said a total of
RM6,141,321.24 has been used
to assist RIBI in relation to upgrad-
ing and building works over the
years.

“The fund has a balance of
RM3.068 million. The fund is sup-
ported by contributions from de-
velopers who apply to be exempt-
ed from supplying land for RIBI,”
Jagdeep told a press conference
on March 7.

He urged other non-Islamic
places of worship to apply for the
fund.

PERSATLAN OWG S1GEGY PAN
e

(50,000 |
0,000 | /

Aok

“Those eligible can receive a
maximum RM50,000 or as per
their quotation,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the state hoped to assist the
people and the houses of worship,
although the amount might not be
much.

“Penang is a small state and
we have a limited revenue base
too.

“We will do what we can to as-
sist the people and the places of
worship. This is our commitment,”
he said before presenting a mock
cheque for RM50,000 to Persatu-
an Ong Si Geok Pan at its prem-
ises in Kedah Road.

The association had applied for
an allocation from the RIBI Fund
to replace the roof and to paint its
building.

Association  chairman  Ong
Chee Keong thanked the Penang
government for the assistance.
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HE book titled “The Gild-
I ed Age: Penang Straits
Chinese Baba Nyonya

Wedding” will be launched in
Penang soon.

State  Tourism  Develop-
ment, Arts, Culture and Heri-
tage Committee chairman

Yeoh Soon Hin said the book,
published by Persatuan Per-
anakan Baba Nyonya Pulau
Pinang president Lillian Tong,
offers glimpses into the re-
splendent and gracious living
of the Penang Straits Chinese
Baba Nyonya lifestyle and her-
itage from the 19th century to
the early 20th century.

“The book will also attract
more people to know about
Penang’s Baba Nyonya and
the Pinang Peranakan Man-
sion, not only those from over-
seas but also domestically,”
Yeoh told reporters after be-
ing given a warm welcome by
Tong at the Pinang Peranakan
Mansion at Church Street on
Feb 28 where Tong is the mu-
seum director.

“Leafing through each page,
images of the exquisite and
beautiful heirloom items which
are hardly seen now recount
the story of their home, life-
style and wedding ceremonies
lasting up to 12 days and cel-
ebrations.”

Filled with virtually photo-
graphs with nice captions, the
book provides an insight into a
Penang Straits Chinese home
through details such as the
extravagant Baba Nyonya wed-
ding costumes, decorations
and ceremonial paraphernalia.

Yeoh encouraged all tour-
ism industry players to use
“Cuti-Cuti Pinang” as the main
marketing direction to promote
tourist attractions in Penang
as a whole in conjunction with
“Experience Penang 2020”
during the school holidays in
March.

“We’ve recently introduced
‘Penang Lang 50% discount’
package, with more than 20

attractions, retail outlets and
thematic restaurants offering
50% discount on their tickets.

“We welcome Penangites
and other tourists to seize the
opportunity to explore Penang.”

Tong, who has written two
books before — “Straits Chi-
nese Gold Jewellery” and

“Straits Chinese Embroidery &
Beadwork” — said they are of-
fering visitors, especially cou-
ples, to experience a Penang
2020 Baba Nyonya wedding.
“This is an opportunity for
those who want to wear the
beautiful Baba Nyonya wedding
clothes, take photographs or

go through a real Baba Nyonya
wedding to truly experience
Penang in ‘Experience Penang
Year 2020’.

“Or they can take a private
tour and enjoy Peranakan
shopping, that means to other
vendors. Also, | have a special
museum director’s tour, so

NEWS

Yeoh andiTongi{show-
ing the book that the
latter wrote about Baba
Nyonya wedding. i

they can come here for a tour,
then | will take them shopping
for kebaya and nyonya jewel-
lery and enjoy a Baba Nyonya
lunch for a half day package.”

Tong’s latest book is priced
at RM32. Those interested can
pre-order it by contacting her at
012-4072711.
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Flashback 2019: Women’s
development in Penang

HE year 2019 saw many
T“ﬂrsts from Penang in

closing the gender gap in
the state.

The Gender Inclusiveness Poli-
cy is a first-of-its-kind state policy
in Malaysia. It is an instrument to
mainstream gender in the plan-
ning and implementation of state
projects and programmes. It man-
dates state government depart-
ments and agencies to take into
account the needs of different
people through a gender lens.
The Policy and Advocacy Depart-
ment in Penang Women’s De-
velopment Corporation (PWDC)
was tasked to draft the policy for
adoption by the state. Since the
launch of this policy, numerous
workshops were conducted for
government officials on under-
standing of gender perspectives
as well as develop department
action plans in implementing the
policy.

Similarly, the establishment of
the Women and Family Develop-
ment Committee (Jawatankuasa
Pembangunan Wanita dan Kelu-
arga) is unprecedented in the na-
tion as well. With 600 appointed
women community leaders from
various backgrounds and pro-
fessions, the committees are
closely managed, monitored and
evaluated by the Women and
Family Development Department
in PWDC with regards to opera-
tions, organizing events and bud-
geting. Riding on the momentum,
the department also successful-
ly conducted fourteen leadership
development workshops for a to-
tal of 412 committee members
of JPWK and 348 committee
members of Majlis Pengurusan
Komuniti Kampung (MPKK).

The new JPWK leaders con-
tributed significantly to pushing
numerous state campaigns to
a new height. Both state-level
campaigns coordinated by the
Marketing and Communication
Department in PWDC, namely
International Women’s  Day
(IWD) and Penang Goes Orange
(PGO), have gained new ground
in achieving the highest number
of outreaches. The campaigns
have a combined total count of
86 events and 18,500 partici-
pants.

A significant step forward in
gender inclusiveness is also

achieved with an industry dia-
logue to promote childcare fa-
cilities at the workplace in the
private sector. It marked the first
partnership of PWDC with Talent-
Corp and JCI Pearl to engage the
manufacturing companies, ser-
vice industry, NGOs and govern-
mental agencies in promoting
the importance of childcare@
workplace to enable women to
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stay in the workforce. Childcare
remains the critical factor in de-
termining female labour force
participation rate.

Additionally, the first state cel-
ebration of Family Day was also
held to complement the effort
in fostering family values among
the communities. With interac-
tive activities such as storytell-
ing session, station games and
panel discussion, the celebra-
tion attracted a total of 1,034
participants.

The community cleaning con-
tract under the supervision of
the Gender Responsive and
Participatory Budgeting (GRPB)
team in PWDC has also empow-
ered women and community
economically. Penang is the first
state to set up a policy to enable
communities to take up cleaning
contracts, where the local resi-
dents own and execute these
contracts. This provides a sense
of ownership and thus has em-

Flashback 2019: Women’s
development in Penang.

I i f'

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
officiated the launching of Gen-
der Inclusiveness Policy.

powered the community to take
charge of their surroundings.

On the same note, the Eko-
kraf project, which involves
reusing recycled materials to
make useful products such
as basket and handbags, has
contributed to an increase in
income for some women. The
team in PWDC organised work-
shops not only to teach crafts-
manship but also on marketing
skills with an emphasis on the
online platforms.

Overall in year 2019, PWDC
has engaged a total of 20,742
participants, with a ratio of 60%
women and 40% men, through
its 192 workshops, talks,
events and activities.

With the new dawn of a de-
cade lies before Penang, PWDC
looks forward to continue serv-
ing the communities and ampli-
fying cooperation with the state
to achieve gender inclusiveness.

600 women leaders from JPWK sharing a photography session wrth YAB Chow Kon Yeow, accompanied by the state assemblypersons.
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Courtesy of Penang Sports
Club

ETERANS from 40 teams,
Vincluding from South Af-

rica and Australia, were
praised for taking part in the
21st Penang Sports Club-Ideal
International Soccer 7's 2020
recently.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
said the players provided a good
example for the young generation
by being involved in the game and
still playing hard.

“As sportsmen, they show
a strong spirit and good disci-
pline. From the old days until
today, they have been playing
hard,” Soon said in his welcom-
ing speech on March 7.

“Sports is a common ground for
all to share and celebrate, putting
aside any disputes or differences.
They can enjoy soccer and also
lead a healthy lifestyle.”

Soon also gave an assurance
that the state would continue to
support the event next year.

Penang governor Tun Abdul Rah-
man Abbas, who graced the event,
later released a bunch of balloons
to mark the start of the competi-
tion.

He was also invited to give
away souvenirs to the participating
teams.

Organising chairman Tan Nian
Yao, in his earlier speech, thanked
Abdul Rahman for attending their
events for the last two decades,
Soon for his support and the state
Tourism, Arts, Culture and Heritage
Committee for including the event
in its tourism calendar.

A special mention from him went
to Datuk Dr S. Shankar, the found-
ing member of the tournament that
began with 12 teams but has now
grown to over 40.

It would have been a record 50
over teams if not for the Covid-19
concerns, causing some foreign
teams to pull out of the tournament.

MARCH 16 — 31, 2020

Veteran footballers’
spirit lauded ‘5

The tournament attracted two
new teams — the Penampang Old
Boys from Kota Kinabalu, Sabah,
and Highland Parks from South Af-
rica.

There were also many former
state and national players, the
most famous of them being former
national skipper Datuk Soh Chin

MALTERS' Chnbsbicn

THBEE THOAMAN GHAY | 3,000.00

Aun.

At 70, Chin Aun, who still
maintains a good physique, fea-
tured for the Black Eagles.

Another notable player was na-
tional coach Tan Cheng Hoe, who
played under the Penang Chinese
banner.

The team included former na-

:%"!"' Pl I

Bintang Timur FC players showing off théir medals aﬁd prize
champions.

s after emerging as Masters’

17
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tional forward Moey Kok
Hong, who played goal
keeper, and also former state |
player Seah Chee Guan. :
Host Penang Sports Club, r

{

too, tried to put up a formida-
ble team with former national %
player R. Suresh Kumar as its ? :
team manager. ;

Abdul Rahman with Soh (left)
and Cheng Hoe at the tourna-
ment.

RESULTS

Veterans:

Semi-finals: Soccer Experi-
ence bt IRC NS 1-1 (2-1), To-
mori FC bt MRM ‘A’ 0-0 (3-1).
Final: Tomori FC bt Soccer Ex-
perience 3-0.

Plate final: Malaysian Grass-
hoppers bt Kulim Club 1-0.
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Masters

Semi-finals: IRC NS bt Weston
Corp 2-0, Bintang Timur FC bt
Soccer Experience 2-0.

Final: Bintang Timur FC bt IRC
NS 3-0.

Plate final: Black Eagles bt
Club X 1-0.

Grand Masters

Semi-finals: Soccer Experi-
ence bt Kurnia Medan City 2-
0, Binjai Putra bt Black Eagles
2-1.

Final: Binjai Putra bt Soccer
Experience 1-0.

Plate final: Essex Lasallians
bt Penampang Old Boys 2-1.
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HCUC

students on

green drive

uStory by Edmund Lee
=Pix by Wo Yee Qi

SITORS to the two-day
VThink Green Campaign”

held at the Penang Science
Cluster (PSC) now have an even
better understanding on green ini-
tiatives.

Ten students of Han Chiang
University College of Communi-
cation (HCUC), who are pursuing
their Bachelor’'s Degree in Public
Relations in their third year, or-
ganised the campaign as part of
an assignment.

After four months of prepara-
tion, including brainstorming ses-
sions and planning, the students’
efforts paid off when the campaign
was executed successfully.

HCUC lecturer and campaign

adviser Nur Adillah Maaz com-
mended the students for an out-
standing job.

“They have proactively contrib-
uted and executed the event as
a team.

“The two-day campaign is a
tough assignment for the students
as it tested their leadership and
management skills from the begin-
ning until the end of project.

“I'm really proud of them as
they managed to pull through de-
spite the tight deadline and assign-
ments from other subjects,” she
said in her speech during the open-
ing address of the event at PSC on
Feb 22.

The campaign provided a good
example of hands-on learning as it
was a full coursework-based sub-
ject that required students to orga-

nise a campaign of behalf of a cli-
ent and secure partnerships with
industry players.

Campaign director Ooi Juu Yeen
said it was aimed at educating and
promoting a sustainable consump-
tion pattern among consumers.

“This will act as a catalyst in

THE younger generation has been
urged to develop skills for the ben-
efit of the community.

Sungai Pinang assemblyman
Lim Siew Khim said it was crucial
for the youth to acquire and further
develop their skills.

“I am happy, and | encourage
the younger generation to be part
of JCI, an international platform,
to develop their skills and to bring
positive changes to the commu-
nity.

“My heartiest congratulations
to Junior Chamber International
(JCI) Pearl for having successfully
developed women lead- er s
in our society for the
past four decades. It
must have involved
years of dedica-
tion and guut
hard 48
work
from
this

group of passionate ladies for be-
ing able to celebrate the 43rd an-
niversary,” she said during the JCI
Pearl 43rd Installation and Award
Banquet on Feb 23.

JCI Pearl president Chaysea Tay
thanked the organisation for the
opportunity given to lead.

She also thanked outgoing
president Sany Low and her team
for the achievements last year.

Organising chairman Zendieey
Lee said the successes during the
past year was a testament to the
hard work and dedication of the
outgoing board.

She also wished Tay a success-
ful term as the new JCI Pearl presi-

Younger generation told to develop
skills, bring positive changes

dent.

JCI Pearl and JCI Luzhou in
Taiwan also reaffirmed their bond
of international relations through
their sisterhood pact, which was
signed on Dec 1, 1990.

(from left) JCI Pearl vice-
president individual Anicial
Teh, secretary-general Tay Bee
Bee, Lee, Tay, Low, honorary
treasurer Amanda Cheah,
vice-president community

Lynz Chia and vice-president
international and business Siu
Siew taking part in the candle
lighting ceremony during the
event.

0oi briefing those present on the campaign’s objectives.

promoting cross-sector partner-
ships as safeguarding the environ-
ment requires collective effort of
the communities,” she said.

Ooi extended her gratitude to
the HCUC management for provid-
ing invaluable support and ideas.

The “Think Green Campaign”

was supported by Think City,
GreenSmiths and endorsed by the
Penang Green Council (PGC).

Its programme partners in-
cluded Arts-ED, Penang Hills
Watch, Knock Knots, Green Ori-
gin, Remix Paper Art and PSC as
a venue partner.

Abdul Rahman with Soon and a group of scouts posing for a
photo after visiting the site.

Campsite for scouts in Teluk Bahang soon

SCOUTS in Penang are looking
forward to the setting up of a
new campsite near Taman Neg-
ara in Teluk Bahang.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
said the proposal to set up the
campsite was mooted by Penang
Scouts Association (PSA) commis-
sioner Zulkifli Kamaruddin.

“The existing campsite at the
Scouts Association in Jalan Masjid
Negeri is in dire need of upgrading.
Hence, the proposal to set up a
new one near the Taman Negara
was an effort to seek a better
campsite.

“This new location can be the
venue for scouting activities includ-

ing the annual jamboree.

“It can also be the ideal loca-
tion for scouts to have their gath-
erings,” Soon said at the site on
Feb 26.

He added that the 15,000 reg-
istered Scouts in the state would
benefit from the project.

“The planning permission for
the project has been submitted to
the relevant authorities for approv-
al,” he said.

The proposed campsite will en-
compass about 56% of a 15-acre
plot near Taman Negara.

Joining the visit were Governor
Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas, Telok
Bahang assemblyman Zolkifly Md
Lazim and Zulkifli.



uStory by Riadz Akmal
=5Pix by Law Suun Ting

remember at the Emperor

of Japan’s birthday celebra-
tion on Feb 21.

A total of 350 dignitaries, in-
cluding government officials and
special guests, attended a luxu-
rious and delicious buffet dinner
held in honour of Emperor Na-
ruhito, who ascended the Chry-
santhemum Throne on May 1,
2019 following the abdication of
his father, Emperor Akihito.

Emperor Naruhito, the 126th
emperor of Japan, turned 60
on Feb 23.

The birthday reception was
also attended by Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow, Consul-
General of Japan in Penang
Shinichiro Kanoya and Japa-
nese ambassador to Malaysia
Hiroshi Oka.

In his speech, Chow reaf-
firmed the state government’s
commitment to strengthen bi-
lateral relationships with Ja-
pan.

“As we celebrate His Maj-
esty’s birthday, | take this op-

I'I' was definitely a night to

portunity to reiterate our com-
mitment to further strengthen
the existing good relations and
bilateral cooperation as well as
welcome the continued prog-
ress in economy and cultural
exchange between Japan and
Penang.

“Lastly, on behalf of the
state government and the peo-
ple of Penang, | would like to
express a Happy Birthday wish
to His Majesty.

“May the Japanese people
achieve their aspirations of
peace and unity in the new
Reiwa (beauty and harmony)
era,” he said.

Meanwhile, Kanoya also re-
iterated the Japanese govern-
ment’s commitment to further
strengthen the existing warm
relations and bilateral coopera-
tion between the two nations.

“l would also like to express
my sincere appreciation to the
Penang government for its con-
tinued support to our Japanese
cultural events,” Kanoya said.

Later, Chow proposed atoast
to Emperor Naruhito while Oka
and Kanoya proposed a toast
to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong

Strong presence of
Japanese in Penang

PENANG has a strong presence
of the Japanese community cou-
pled with its multinational corpo-
rations in the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said there are over 3,000 Japa-
nese people residing here besides
quite a number of corporations
from Japan investing in the state.

“This shows that Penang has a
lot to offer them as the state re-
mains an ideal choice for the Japa-
nese.

“In terms of culture, the famous
Japanese Bon Odori is also held
yearly here to enable the locals
to enjoy different sets of culture,”
said Chow when receiving Japan’s
ambassador to Malaysia Hiroshi
Oka during the latter's courtesy
visit in Komtar on Feb 21.

During the half-an-hour conver-
sation, Chow briefed Oka on the
state’s initiatives for the better-
ment of the people.

Both of them exchanged views
on investments and their respec-
tive cultures.

Oka agreed with Chow that Pen-
ang is the favourite place for Japa-
nese.

“This shows both the Japanese
community and the locals could
blend together.

“There are also many student
exchange programmes being held
over the years,” he said.

Also present were Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) mayor
Datuk Yew Tung Seang and MBPP
Engineering Department director
A. Rajendran.

Chow (centre) W|th (from left) Machiko Kanoya, wife of the Japan consul-general Kanoya,
Oka and his wife Rieko at the event.

celebration were Thai Consul-
General in Penang Raschada
Jiwalai, Consul-General of In-

Al-Sultan Abdullah Ri’ayatuddin
Al-Mustafa Billah Shah.
Among those present at the

donesia in Penang Iwanshah
Wibisono and Chow’s wife, Tan
Lean Kee.
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CHIEF MINISTER OF PENANG INCORPORATED

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

The offer is made to local and international bidders to participate in the RFP as follows:

TITLE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT DAN MANAGEMENT OF PENANG
BADMINTON ACADEMY AT PT 214 AND PT 217,
SECTION 8 GEORGE TOWN, NORTH EAST
DISTRICT, PENANG

OPENING DATE 3" FEBRUARY 2020 (MONDAY)

CLOSING DATE 2 APRIL 2020 (THURSDAY)

1. The RFP can be downloaded from the Penang State Government portal at
http:/hwww penang.gov.my/ from 3™ February 2020.

2: Completed proposal should be sealed in an envelope clearly marked at the top
righthand corner of the parcel as “Development And Management Of Penang
Badminton Academy At PT 214 And PT 217, Section 8, George Town, North
East District, Penang". Bidders are requested to submit the proposal before
12.00 noon on 2" April 2020 to:

The Secretariat,

Chief Minister of Penang Incorporated,
Level 47, KOMTAR,

10503 Penang

3. Any enquiries please contact CMI Office at 04-650 5572 / 04-650 5421 or email
to mazirah_mohideen@penang.gov.my

4 Proposals submitted after the closing date will not be entertained.
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MEN traders and mar-
ket-goers at the crowded
Chowrasta Market re-

ceived a pleasant surprise when
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow and
his team presented them with flow-
ers to mark International Women’s
Day.

The entourage, joined by Kom-
tar assemblyman Teh Lai Heng,
Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Daniel Gooi and Senator Lim Hui
Ying, happily distributed some 400
flowers to the women at the mar-
ket.

Among the traders who received
the flowers were Kang Bee Koon,
46, and Selina Ang, 42.

Ang said she was very thankful
to the Chief Minister and his team
for acknowledging the contribu-
tions of women to society.

“It is a good gesture from the
leaders. They show that they care
for the people,” she said.

Chow said the distribution of
flowers started more than 10
years ago.

“We have been doing this for
over 10 years as a symbolic ges-
ture to show that we appreciate
the contributions of women in the
state.
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Ramkaﬁial and Syerleena looking at the batik art work while

Mohd Ribzuan looks on.

Stirring students’ interest in art

STUDENTS at SMK Datuk Haji
Mohamed Nor Ahmad in Gelugor
have something to cheer follow-
ing the establishment of an art
workshop in the school.

The workshop, costing
RM67,000, was built on Oct 9 and
completed on Dec 4 last year.

Located on the upper floor of
the school, it showcases unique
batik designs.

“Personally, | feel students
could be exposed to learn more
about the art subject with the set-
ting up of this workshop.

“Art is one of the important sub-
jects in the school’s curriculum as
it is included in the SPM examina-
tion.

“That’'s why | would consider
that this workshop will help to in-

culcate students’ passion for art.

“Besides, | will try to help out
the school in any way should there
be a need,” Bukit Gelugor MP Ram-
karpal Singh told reporters after
visiting the workshop on Feb 22.

Besides that, the school also
received a RM19,900 allocation
specifically meant for school items
such as trampoline, smart LED
and installation of public address
(PA) system from Ramkarpal.

He also went on a tour of the
school before flagging off a cross-
country run.

Also present were Seri Delima
assemblyman Syerleena  Abdul
Rashid, school principal Shabri Mo-
hd Idris and the teacher-in-charge
of the workshop Mohd Ribzuan Ab-
dul Rahman.

“It is also a campaign to raise
awareness of the importance of
gender parity.

“We notice that the awareness
level among men has increased.
“Many people are now aware

that the flowers are given to wom-
en to recognise their contributions.
“Many men had asked for the
flowers in the past; probably due to
the lack of awareness,” he told a
press conference on March 7.

Ang (left) and Kang are
happy the state recognises
the contributions of women.

celebrated globally on March 8 ev-
ery year.

The International Women’s Day
2020 campaign theme is #Each-
forEqual.

group photograph.

Walk for a noble cause

THE Penang Thalassaemia So-
ciety (PTS) will be organising a
fundraising walk at the Taman
Bandaraya (Youth Park) on July 19
at 7am.

Organising chairman Danneil
Soo said they aimed to raise
RM40,000 from the event which
is also to help raise public aware-
ness.

“Let’s Walk For Thalassaemia
2020 will be a fundraising cam-
paign by the society to continue its
objectives in caring, treating and
improving the welfare of children
with thalassaemia in Penang,”
Soo said at a press conference
at the Caring Society Complex in
George Town on March 5.

“Part of the funds will be used
to organise medical camps and
workshops for both medical staff

and thalassaemics.

“The 5km walk, which is esti-
mated to last two hours, will also
take the participants through a
captivating and scenic stroll in
and around the Botanical Gar-
dens. This will also help to pro-
mote a healthy lifestyle.”

Soo added that in addition to
the walk, there would be a talk
and exhibition on thalassaemia,
health check-ups and lucky draw.

Founded in 1987, the Penang
Thalassaemia Society now has
438 members of which 382 are
thalassaemics.

Thalassaemia is an inherited
blood disorder caused when the
body does not make enough of
a protein called haemoglobin, an
important part of the red blood
cells.

Because of that, regular blood
transfusion is needed to maintain
haemoglobin levels in the blood.

The carrier rate in Malaysia is
around 5% which means one in
20 persons is a carrier.

Also present at the press con-
ference were Penang Island City
Council Community Services De-
partment director Rashidah Ja-
laludin, Penang Hospital paediatri-
cian, haematologist and oncolo-
gist Dr Yeoh Seah Leng and PTS
president Noorasyikin Md Saad.

Registration at RM30 per en-
trant is now open and can be done
at https://howei.com or http://
jomrun.com.

Participation is limited to 1,000
entries. Entries close on June 30.

For further enquiries, contact
Lily Boey at 04-2272133.
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