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RM15b makes Penang top draw for investors
ps

mStory by K.H. Ong
HPix by Alvie Cheng

ENANG has achieved a record high
Pin total approved manufacturing in-

vestments in 2019, attracting
RM16.9 billion, up 192% year-on-year and
more than double its 10-year average of
RM8 billion from 2010 to 2019.

The RM16.9 billion, from strong inflows
of both new and re-investments into the
state, accounted for 20% of Malaysia’s total
manufacturing investments.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said ac-
cording to an investment report for 2019
released by the Malaysian Investment De-
velopment Authority (Mida) on April 20, out
of the RM16.9 billion manufacturing invest-
ments into the state, foreign direct invest-
ments (FDI) accounted for RM15 billion with
166 projects.

This translates to 89% of the total invest-
ment inflows while the remaining RM1.9
billion or 11% were manufacturing domestic
direct investments (DDI).

The RM15 billion FDI was an impressive
increase of 306% year-on-year and ac-
counted for 28% of the country’s total
manufacturing FDI, making Penang the
country’s top FDI destination.

“Both of these figures are the highest
achievement in our state’s history to date,”
Chow said via Facebook Live on his Face-
book page from his office in Komtar on April
22.

“This signifies that foreign investors still
have high confidence in the investment
ecosystem offered by Penang.

“Penang has no natural resources but we
do have a wealth of talents that are often
envied and have attracted investors. Con-
gratulations and thanks to everyone!

“We will work hard to ensure our
state economy is resilient in the face of
the new normal due to the Covid-19
pandemic.”

Selangor was the next highest FDI
achiever with RM10.4 billion while Ke-
dah came third with RM8.086 billion.

Chow said the services sector was
the largest contributor to Penang’s
gross domestic product (GDP), account-
ing for 49%. This was followed by the
manufacturing sector at 46%.

He said the services sector in Pen-
ang provides employment to about
300,000 workers, with almost half of
them involved in the tourism industry.

Chow added that according to a cri-
sis assessment report by Penang Insti-
tute, the state government’s think-tank,
99% of businesses in the services
sector in Penang are in the small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMES).

The same report also analysed 46
types of SME category businesses in-
volving four major sectors, namely ag-
riculture, construction, manufacturing
and services, and found that the ser-
vices sector was the most affected by

2019,

Penang recorded foreign direct
investment (FDI) of RM15 billion
for the manufacturing sector in

and the state’s history.

the highest in the nation

ogy players to discuss technology
solutions to help Penang tackle the
‘next normal’ challenge.

Chow said he was informed by the
Penang police chief that under the
movement control order (MCO)

Chief

Minister

Chow Kon Yeow
Total foreign direct investment (FDI) in the manufacturing

sector for each state (2019)

- | RM 15 billion
Selangor RM 10.4 billion
Kedah RM 8.086 billion
Johor RM 6.538 billion
Sabah RM 4.853 billion
Pahang RM 3.938 hillion
Sarawak RM 1.745 billion
Perak RM 1.624 billion
Negeri Sembilan RM 1.306 billion
Melaka RM 269.9 million
Perlis RM 53.3 million
Terengganu RM 50 million
Kelantan RM 6.4 million
W.P. Kuala Lumpur RM 4.7 million

Phase Three thus far from April 15
to April 21, the compliance rate was
97.92% while the total number of
arrests during the 36 days of MCO
was 566 people.

He reiterated his appreciation to
the frontliners, workers and security
personnel for their hard work.

Chow later received donation of
medical equipment worth
RM102,000 by Ckone Charity As-
sociation (CCA) for the state Health
Department.

CCA was represented by its pres-
ident Sam Lim Cheng Seang and
secretary Lim Kok Beng while the
state Health Department was repre-
sented by the chief assistant director
of the legal medical unit, R.A. Lin-
geshwaran, at the presentation. Also
present were Ckone medical advis-
ers Dr Mohamed Jahangir and Dr

the Covid-19 crisis.

Based on the analysis, 74.9% of SMESs in
the arts, entertainment and recreation sub-
sectors are micro enterprises and the eco-
nomic risk to these groups is extremely high.

Chow said due to the importance of this
sector, the state government has decided
to establish the ‘Penang Tourism Next Nor-
mal Taskforce’ to gather the views of key
stakeholders and formulate strategies to
ensure the viability of the sector.

The taskforce is headed by Chow himself
with state Tourism Development, Arts, Cul-
ture and Heritage (Petach) Committee chair-

man Yeoh Soon Hin as the deputy chairman
and the Penang Global Tourism (PGT) as the
secretariat.

They held a virtual roundtable meeting
on April 25 with industry leaders for an initial
discussion on the issues affecting them.

“We intend to take early action to ensure
the survival of the people and the state of
Penang as a whole,” Chow explained.

The state government, through Digital
Penang, organised PLC19 eCrowdSource:
Hacking the Next Normal, a virtual roundta-
ble gathering that brought together technol-

Zarina Banu.

Ckone Charity Association also contrib-
uted RM5,000 to the Penang Covid-19
Fund.

Chow also received donation of 110
boxes of groceries worth RM15,000 from
the Malaysian Bumiputra Contractors As-
sociation of Malaysia, which was repre-
sented by its president Datuk Izham Omar
Merican and deputy president Abdul Jalil
Mohd Hassan.

Also present was state Welfare, Caring
Society and Environment Committee chair-
man Phee Boon Poh.




Governor: Study
impact of Covid-19

mStory by Christopher Tan
mPix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad and Adleena
Rahayu Ahmad Radzi

OVERNOR Tun Abdul Rah-
Gman Abbas has urged the
Penang government to
study the impact of the Covid-19
pandemic on the state’s invest-
ments and its global supply chain.

“The Penang government must
continue to promote domestic and
foreign investments to spur the
state’s economy.

“The state’s Tourism Recovery
Action Plan must also look into ways
to grow the state’s tourism industry
post-pandemic,” he said.

He also urged the state to help
farmers and fishermen to achieve a
100% self-sufficiency level.

“The usage of modern technol-
ogy such as loT among the farmers
and fishermen must be enhanced
to increase productivity,” he said.

Abdul Rahman also stressed the
importance of having a systematic
and realistic transportation plan.

“It is crucial because a system-
atic and realistic transportation plan
can have a huge impact on the
economic growth rate, livability and
the sustainability of the city.

“The plan must not only be easy
and fast but also be reliable, sus-
tainable and feasible.

“Hence, the Penang Transport
Master Plan (PTMP) has a very im-
portant value to Penangites.

pandemic

“The development of integrated
roads and public transportation
network will enhance the sustain-
ability and accessibility of Penang
island and Seberang Perai.

“They will also promote strong
and sustainable economic growth
in the state,” he said.

The Governor added that the
proposed Penang South Reclama-
tion (PSR) project is the state’s
economic transformation project.

“The land reclamation project, to
be owned by the state government,
will help to address land shortage
issues.

“The PSR project is set to excite
the electrical and electronics (E&E)
industry, besides providing more
modern affordable homes for the
people of Penang. Part of the plan
is also to promote a smart city with
modern technology.

“Among them are an education
and innovation hub, a convention
centre and medical tourism facili-
ties.

“The projects are scheduled for
tender by the end of this year. The
land reclamation works are sched-
uled to start early next year,” he
said.

Abdul Rahman was also con-
cerned about pollution issues which
affected the state in 2019.

“The cooperation between the
federal government, state govern-
ment, departments and agencies is
important to address pollution mat-
ters in Penang,” he said.

He lauded the state’s initiative in
building a transit centre for the
homeless in Jalan C.Y. Choy.

Abdul Rahman was also proud to
note that the state government had
managed to ensure sufficient af-
fordable homes were made availa-
ble in Penang.

“A total of 30,191 affordable
homes have been built since 2008;
while 24,096 units are currently
being built and 51,000 units are in
the planning process.

“l want to congratulate the state
for appreciating the role of women
in the nation’s development and
family institution,” he said.

He praised the state for setting
up the Women and Family Develop-
ment Committee (JPWK) in all 40
constituencies in Penang.

Abdul Rahman also thanked the
state for caring for the development
of Islam.

“Penang and the federal govern-
ment have builtand upgraded many
mosques in the state. We also have
372 Islamic education institutes in
Penang.

“Itis my hope that the state con-
tinues to care for the growth of Is-
lamic education in Penang,” he said.

Abdul Rahman summarised his
opening address at the Penang
Legislative Assembly sitting, in view
of the MCO.

“A copy of my speech has been
placed on yourtable. | want to thank
the heroes who have put in much
effort to fight Covid-19 and | urge

Abdul Rahman delivering his opening address at the Penang
Legislative Assembly in Dewan Sri Pinang.

the people to follow the orders of
the authorities,” he told the state
assemblymen and the public.

In his statement, Abdul Rahman
congratulated Chow for his excellent
leadership in governing the state
during the spread of the Covid-19
pandemic.

“The Chief Minister and the
state’s machinery, led by the
State Secretary, have given their

best commitment and have exe-
cuted their duties to ensure that
Penang can function without any
difficulty during the MCO period.
“The financial position of Pen-
ang is good. Although the state
does not have a huge source of
income, it managed to provide
assistance to the needy commu-
nities that were impacted by the
pandemic,” he added.

By Azmi Hussin

Penang mulls review of ceiling
prices for affordable housing

THE Penang government is consider-
ing reviewing ceiling prices for afford-
able housing units on the island and
mainland.

Local Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo said
the state was looking at reviewing
the current ceiling prices of
RM300,000 on the island and
RM250,000 on the mainland to as-
sist first-time home buyers.

“I will suggest to make the units
more affordable for first-time home
buyers.

“Meanwhile, the prices for low-
cost and low medium-cost units will
be maintained at RM42,000 and
RM72,500 respectively.

“We will continue to prioritise the
delivery of affordable housing units,”
he told a press conference in Komtar
on April 27.

“First-time home buyers are eco-
nomically impacted because of the
current Covid-19 pandemic. We have
to focus on this group of people as
they need a roof over their heads.

“We will help the property devel-
opers too as they are also affected
by the current situation.

“As | invite them to lower the
property prices to assist first-time
home buyers, | will also review the
existing guidelines to further incen-
tivise them.

“We cannot run away from the
fact that property developers are also
affected. Every unit that is built will
assist various industries - from raw

materials to professional sector, until
the end product is completed.

“We need to help to rebuild those
sectors. We need to stimulate the
housing industry,” he added.

Jagdeep said the state Housing
Department and his office would
hold a discussion with relevant
stakeholders, including the Real
Estate Housing and Developers’ As-
sociation (Rehda) and respective
chambers of commerce.

“I will bring up the proposals dur-
ing the state executive council meet-
ing,” he said.

Jagdeep said the state would also
want more people to access housing
via the state’s Rent-To-Own scheme.

“We have 2,088 RTO units from
various housing projects in Penang.
I have instructed the Housing Depart-
ment to identify more projects that
can be channelled to buyers through
the RTO scheme,” he said.

Jagdeep added that he would
propose a review of the minimum
price threshold for properties in
Penang that were available for for-
eign ownership.

“I will propose to lower the ceiling
prices to clear the existing overhang
units in Penang,” he said.

Currently, the minimum price for
foreign purchases is RM3 million for
landed property and RM1 million for
condominiums on the island.

Onthe mainland, the threshold is
set at RM1 million for landed prop-
erty and RM500,000 for condo-
miniums.
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Penang govt
gets ready for

after MCO

HE Penang government has
Tdirected Penang Develop-
ment Corporation (PDC) and
investPenang to check with the
manufacturing industry whether
they could increase their produc-
tion capacity to help in the battle
against Covid-19.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the state is a global manufac-
turing hub.

“We have many highly-skilled
workers and a good pool of knowl-
edge.

“We believe that we can posi-
tion ourselves as the main manu-
facturing centre for medical sup-
plies (such as face masks, per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE),
ventilators and hand sanitisers) in
our fight against Covid-19.

“The Penang government wants
to assist the frontliners to combat
the Covid-19 infection.

“We hope that we can grow
stronger in the medical supply
sector, which in turn, provides job
opportunities and generates in-
come for the people,” Chow said
in his Chief Ministerial statement
during the State Legislative As-
sembly in Dewan Sri Pinang on
April 17.

Chow said the session must be
held within six months (after the
last sitting was held), in accord-
ance with the state’s constitu-
tional requirements.

He added that the state would
also work harder to ensure ade-
quate food supply for the people
during the long battle against the
Covid-19.

“The Penang government is
getting ready for the ‘next normal’
after the movement control order
(MCO) period. We encourage the
electrical and electronics (E&E)

CM: Social distancing a must
at E&E stores, launderettes

THE reopening of certain elec-
trical and electronic stores and
laundry shops in Penang will
not generate a huge crowd,
says Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

Chow said that those E&E
stores and laundry shops,
which obtained approval from
the Ministry of International
Trade and Industry (Miti) to
operate, have to comply with
certain measures.

He said their patrons need
to adhere to social distancing
rules and queue up accord-
ingly.

“This is an example of meas-
ures imposed before allowing
these shops to open.

“We are expecting other sec-
tors to be allowed to operate
but it will be gradually,” he said
after distributing basic neces-
sities to the needy at a coffee
shop in Paya Terubong on April
24.

Chow said this after being
asked by Buletin Mutiara
whether the reopening of the

stores and laundry shops would
cause overcrowding issues.

The state government had
on April 23 given its green light
for them to resume their busi-
ness by adhering to the tight-
ened conditions set by the
federal government.

They have been allowed to
operate from 8am to 8pm daily.

Chow, in the meantime,
called upon all frontliners to
continue with their united
spirit and discharge their re-
sponsibility until achieving
SuccCess.

The selfless sacrifice and
perseverance of our frontliners
will see us triumph,” he added.

Earlier, Chow, accompanied
by Paya Terubong assembly-
man Yeoh Soon Hin and Air
Itam assemblyman Joseph Ng,
handed over food packs to the
underprivileged.

A total of 1,000 packs were
given to 10 management cor-
porations (MC) at Paya Ter-
ubong constituency to be dis-
tributed to those in need.

industry to be innovative and pre-
pare the people for it.

“We hope that the federal gov-
ernment will share our vision and
look at the values we have to as-
sist our country.

“The Penang government prom-
ises to implement economic re-
forms by encouraging the usage
of digital platform; and to intensify
efforts to draw foreign and domes-
tic investments to increase job
opportunities post-Covid-19 infec-
tion period,” he said.

He added that the hygiene as-
pect must be prioritised in the
post-pandemic era.

“It will need a ‘whole-of-society’
effort through a Cleaner, Healthier
and More Caring Penang to
achieve this aspect.

“The state, through the two city
councils, will double its efforts to
ensure the cleanliness of public
spaces for the people to enjoy a

healthy life,” he said.

Chow said that many health
experts were of the opinion that
the spread of the Covid-19 infec-
tion could last for at least another
18 months.

“We have to adapt to the situa-
tion as many things are set to
change - the people’s lifestyle,
businesses and the way the Gov-
ernment governs.

“We have to look at the poten-
tial of digitalisation and maximise
the usage of technology such as
Internet of Things (loT), Big Data
Analytics and Artificial Intelli-
gence,” he said.

Chow thanked the frontline
heroes who have been working
tirelessly to contain the coronavi-
rus.

He also thanked the commu-
nity for all the contributions given
to assist the frontliners.

“We have been receiving con-
tinuous assistance - in cash, food
and essential equipment - from

the public.

“We thank all of you.

“Generous donors have contrib-
uted RM2,408,268.73 to the
Penang Covid-19 Fund which was
set up to receive donations to help
the needy,” he said, adding that
the state does not need to declare
an enhanced movement control
order (EMCO) in any of the locali-
ties in Penang at the moment.

Chow also spoke about the
RM75 million Penang People’s Aid
Package that was launched on
March 25 to reduce the financial
burden of the rakyat.

The State Legislative Assembly
also observed two moments of
silence to pay its respects to those
who have passed on due to the
deadly Covid-19 infection, to the
Covid-19 victims currently receiv-
ing treatment, and to the late Siti
Faridah Arshad (former Teluk Ba-
hang assemblyman) who had
passed away.

Tips Keselamatan Makanan

Amalkan “Linat, Hidu & Rasa”
sebelum makan.

BAHAGIAN
KESELAMATAN DAMN KUALITI MAKANAN

(F) BKKMHQ

Semasa Di Ruman

| S

LEBIHAN MAKANAN atau
makanan dibeli untuk bersanur
disimpan segera dalam peti
sejuk dan tidak dicampur
denoan makanan baru.

+*

MAKANAN vano dibeli untuk

bersahur perlu dipanaskan

dengansempurna sebelum
dimakan.

Sekiranya anda rasa loya,muntan, cirit-birit atau
sakit perut, seoera ke klinik untuk dapatkan rawatan.

BKKMPutrajoya
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State works
on post-
pandemic

strategy

BPix by Law Suun Ting

RADERS at Chowrasta
TMarket and the Campbell

Street Market are thank-
ful to the state government for
prioritising the health and
safety of the people.

However, some are urging
the government to look into
revitalising the economy.

A vegetable seller in Chow-
rasta Market, who declined to
be named, hoped that the
government could channel
more aid to help them as their
businesses were badly hit due
to the movement control order
(MCO).

“We are thankful for the face
masks given to us. We hope
that the government will also
work on something to boost the
economy,” he told Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow and Komtar
assemblyman Teh Lai Heng
during their visit to the market
on April 26.

They were distributing face
masks to the hawkers and trad-
ers at the two markets - Camp-
bell Street and Chowrasta - that
are located nearby one another.

Opposition

PENANG Opposition Leader
Datuk Muhamad Yusoff Mohd
Noor (BN-Sungai Dua) has
praised the state leaders, Na-
tional Security Council, the
federal and state departments
and agencies for successfully
managing the situation during
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“I want to congratulate my
fellow assemblymen who have
gone to the ground to provide
their services to the people in
their respective constituencies.

“I would also like to give my
heartfelt thanks to the frontlin-
ers for their excellent service to
the rakyat.

“I am thankful for the trust

Chow and Teh also gave
away the face masks to mar-
ket-goers who were buying
their groceries.

Teh said Penangites were
more familiar with the MCO
now.

“People are wearing face

Chow distributing face masks to the traders.

masks and practising social
distancing when they are buy-
ing food or groceries.

“The Chowrasta Market is

Teh giving out face masks to the public.

Leader wants united front in Covid-19 battle

given by the state in appointing
me as a member of the high-
level Penang Security Special
Committee (JKKN). It is an hon-
our for us as the state’s Opposi-
tion to be part of this commit-
tee,” he said in his speech while
debating the motion of thanks
to the Penang Governor’s open-
ing address at the State Legisla-
tive Assembly on April 17.

He also thanked the state
and Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow for allocating RM30,000
emergency relief fund for each
state constituency in Penang.

“The Penang government has
also distributed daily essentials
and equipment such as face

masks, gloves, hand sanitisers
and thermometers to the public
and the service centres,” he
said.

He said that this is the time
for everyone to be united and
care for the welfare of the peo-
ple.

“We have to set aside politi-
cal differences and work to-
gether to stop the spread of
Covid-19. Together, we must
help the people of Penang.”

He also thanked the people
for offering their help to those
in need.

Muhamad Yusoff thanked
the federal government for the
economic stimulus package.

located in the heart of George
Town.

“There are not many people
buying their groceries here

He also thanked the state for
introducing the Penang Peo-
ple’s Aid Package to aid the
needy.

He urged the Penang govern-
ment to consider extending the
state’s financial aid to more
communities such as unli-
censed small traders and hawk-
ers, farmers, fishermen, lorry
drivers, cleaners on contract
and school bus operators.

He also hoped that the Pen-
ang Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP) could introduce some
initiatives to reduce the finan-
cial burden of its consumers
during the movement control
order period.

because there are not many
residents staying within 10km
from the market.

“Overall, the traders under-
stand the situation that we are
facing and they agree that the
priority now is to promote good
health and safety,” Teh said.

Chow said the state heard
the woes of the traders.

“We understand their con-
cerns. We have to prioritise
health but health of the econ-
omy is also important. Eco-
nomic health is something that
the government must address.

“We are still awaiting the
federal government’s an-
nouncement pertaining to the
other sectors that may be al-
lowed to operate, subject to
compliance with strict guide-
lines,” he said.

The Penang government has
unfolded its post-pandemic
plan, the “Penang Next Normal
Strategy”, to ensure that the
state’s economy stays resil-
ient.

»

AN
Muhamad Yusoff debating the
motion of thanks to the Penang

Governor’s opening address at
the State Legislative Assembly.
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Chow taking the opportunity of his

Market visitors
adhere to VICO

mStory and pix by Christopher
Tan

ARKET-GOERS at Batu
MLancang market are prac-

tising social distancing
when buying their groceries and
daily needs.

They stood inthe yellow boxes that
were drawn on the floor of the mar-
ket.

Outside, frontliners and volun-
teers from the Village Community
Management Council (MPKK)
screened body temperatures of visi-
tors before allowing them to enterthe
market.

Batu Lancang assemblyman Ong
Ah Teong said the authorities would

- i o

allow about 50 people to be in the
market at any one time.

“We have Rela and other frontlin-
ers ensuring the market-goers prac-
tise social distancing while there.

“We have a special lane for senior
citizens and frontliners such as
nurses, police, and army to buy their
groceries.

“We understand that the queue
may sometimes be long. We hope
the public can bear with the situation.

“We are doing our best to control
the crowd,” Ong told Buletin Mutiara
at the market on April 24.

Jelutong MP R.S.N. Rayer said the
Batu Lancang market was among
those in Penang that was praised by
the authorities for good crowd man-

visit to the Batu Lancang market to buy some vegetables there.

F. 8

agement.

“The market is often visited by
frontline workers who are given the
priority to enter. The public can also
get their supplies easily due to the
good crowd control,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
Ong and Rayer also visited the mar-
ketand distributed face maskstothe
traders.

Chow was happy to see that Pen-
angites continue to obey the move-
ment control order (MCO).

He also bought some vegetables
from the market.

After visiting the market, the
elected representatives gave out
face masks to the hawkers at the
Batu Lancang hawker centre.

Factory operates under strict safety measures

INDUSTRY players are doing their
best to support the state and nation
in their battle against the Covid-19
pandemic.

Their emphasis on safety is
stronger as they play
their role to help Ma-
laysia recover.

One of the manu-
facturing solutions
providers, Jabil Pen-
ang, shared its initia-
tives and safety
measures with Bule-
tin Mutiara, in light of
the movement con-
trol order (MCO). Ao

Jabil Penang man-
aging director S. J. Tan (pix) said the
company had been granted permis-
sion to operate under strict guide-
lines during the MCO.

“We are a manufacturing solu-
tions provider that delivers design,

.

= ¥

manufacturing, supply chain and
product management services.

“Our presence in Penang serves
the healthcare, capital equipment,
computing and storage, defence
and aerospace, industrial
and energy, and network-
ing and telecommunica-
b tions industries.

o “Our manufacturing
a solutions and products are

=1 in critical demand to sup-

- port the medical and tele-
j communications indus-
tries,” he said.

Tan said Jabil had a
strong safety culture.

“We have detailed brief-
ings with our employees besides
putting up education posters and
videos about hygiene practices and
safety protocols.

“We have prepared self-declara-
tion forms for visitors, employees,

customers and vendors since Jan
28, prior to the MCO announce-
ment. The visibility of visitors’ past
travel plans helped us to make bet-
terrisk assessment and if we should
approve the visit.

“We conduct temperature
checks. Airport-grade thermal scan-
ners are installed at all our entry
points. Manual temperature moni-
toring is practised at dormitories
and before embarking the chartered
buses or vans during pickup

“We also have sanitiser stations
(the placement of hand sanitisers)
at all entry point, common areas,
walkways, washrooms and high
traffic areas,” Tan said in an inter-
view.

Tan added that face masks were
provided to all employees at entry
points and before embarking the
chartered buses or van during
pickup.

N'EWA

Early actions enable
Penang to stay ahead

PENANG has taken early steps
to deal with the Covid-19 crisis.
Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state government
acted early (even before the an-
nouncement of the movement
control order) and now before
the order ends, the state is
working on early measures to
ensure that Penang is ready,
post-pandemic.

On March 5, Penang took
steps to cancel the annual Yo-
sakoi festival which attracts
thousands of people when Ma-
laysia was first alerted about the
second wave of the Covid-19
outbreak.

On March 11, Penang issued
a directive to suspend all events
which involve public gathering.

The state government
launched the Penang Lawan
Covid-19 campaign on March
16, before the announcement
of the movement control order
(MCO).

Chow said the state’s strategy
could be summarised into 3Cs
- control the outbreak, commu-
nicate with the public and con-
tain the impacts of the disease.

“l still remember that the
state became the target of vi-
cious attacks and criticisms
during the first phase of the
MCO. The crowd in Air Itam was
pointed out by our critics.

“Images of people at the Air
Itam market became national
news and they were replayed on
social media.

“Some even said the state
government was doing nothing
to deal with the situation, which
is untrue. | do not think those
attacks were fair.

“Malaysians, in general, were
unfamiliar with the new situa-
tion during the first two weeks
of the MCO. People need to get
used to it.

“When Singapore launched
the Circuit Breaker almost a
month later, we saw the same
thing happening in our neigh-
bouring country,” he told some
200 participants of the PLC19
eCrowdSource: Hacking the Next
Normal roundtable on April 20.

The virtual conference was
hosted by Digital Penang. The
participants consisted of engi-
neers, coders, system analysts
and designers and technologists.

The conference was held to
discuss how technological solu-
tions could help Penang deal
with the next normal.

Chow also mentioned several

other initiatives taken by the
state to address the pandemic.

“My team and | were the first
to employ Facebook Live to re-
place our press conferences,
allowing me to broadcast my
regular messages to the public
in a cost-effective manner.

“This allows journalists to
cover my broadcast without hav-
ing to be physically present. We
take social distancing very seri-
ously.

“Both city councils utilise
available technologies, such as
WhatsApp and Google Forms, to
collect data from hawkers. The
data enables the hawkers to
receive cash transfer aid from
the Penang government. “The
city councils

“The city councils also
launched campaigns to encour-
age petty traders and hawkers
to take partin E-commerce,” he
said.

Chow said that the state’s
Penang Lawan Covid-19 com-
munications campaign utilised
traditional and new media to
reach out to the public.

“We are one of the few states
with a dedicated website, Face-
book page and Telegram chan-
nel for localised Covid-19 relat-
ed messages,” he said.

Chow said that Penang is now
rolling out its ‘Penang Next Nor-
mal Strategy’ to address the
new situation faced by the state
and Penangites due to the
Covid-19 outbreak.

“The first and most immedi-
ate impact of the Covid-19 is on
our health and lives. But we
cannot deny the fact that the
second impact, which is on our
economy, will inevitably affect
our lives too.

“Hence, we are rolling out this
strategy to address this so-
called new normal,” he said.

Chow said that the crisis had
provided the people with an op-
portunity to rethink how they do
things.

“We are fortunate to live in a
time when technology is readily
available for us to cope with
these new challenges,” he said.

Chow said that the state was
doing relatively well - thanks to
the cooperation between the
Federal, state, local government
and the people.

Also present were Penang
Chief Minister Incorporated
head of department S. Bharathi
and Bukit Mertajam MP Steven
Sim.
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mStory by Christopher Tan
EPix by Alvie Cheng

HE Penang government was
Tlauded by party and state
leaders for being prepared
and proactive in its fight against
the deadly Covid-19 pandemic.
The leaders from Selangor
and Negri Sembilan, as well as
PKR president Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim, had a one-hour virtual
discussion with Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow on April 21.
Anwar said Penang had initi-
ated the preparations, stimulus
packages and communications
even before the announcement
by the federal government.
“The Penang government pro-
vided various assistance to the
people - those tested positive
for Covid-19 and families of
those succumbing to the virus
are receiving financial aid.
“Those on welfare aid, taxi
drivers, e-hailing drivers and

Leaders laud,
Penang "
in Covid-19 crISI .

even trishaw peddlers are also
taken care of. The state govern-
ment also provided financial aid
for mosques and surau in Pen-
ang.

“These initiatives taken by the
Penang government may seem
small to the rich; but they mean
a lot to the poor and needy.  am
very proud of Penang govern-
ment’'s achievements,” Anwar
said.

Anwar said the initiatives were
well-received by the people as
they had touched many lives.

“Those are the facts; unlike
the constant allegations against
the Penang government,” he
said.

Anwar also congratulated the
Penang government for estab-
lishing Digital Penang.

“The setting up of Digital Pen-
ang is timely. The ‘new normal’
that many people are talking
about is a slogan.

“We have to speed up the

ol

A screen grab of the meeting — (from top left, clockwise) Chow, Amirudin, Aminuddin and Anwar.

digitalisation process for it to be
applied as our ‘new normal’,”
Anwar added.

Earlier, Chow spoke about the
state’s 3Cs strategy (Control,
Communicate, Contain) to com-
bat the Covid-19 infection.

“We set up the war room with
all the relevant agencies, espe-
cially the state Health Depart-
ment, police, Rela, the two local
councils, and Civil Defence Force
(APM) to control the outbreak.

“The war room is our com-
mand centre for statewide plan-
ning as well as to control the
spread of the virus.

“Penang also launched the
‘Penang Lawan Covid-19’ cam-
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paign on March 16 before the
movement control order (MCO)
announcement.

“Our principle is to be trans-
parent with the public with the
latest updates. We set up all
kinds of communication chan-
nels - website, Facebook page,
Telegram channel, phone hot-
lines, and billboards - to broad-
cast our messages.

“We also worked with doctors
to produce informative videos in
Bahasa Melayu, English, Hok-
kien, Cantonese and Tamil to
ensure that people learn how to
protect themselves from the
Covid-19 virus.

“I held daily video conferenc-
es via Facebook Live during the
first and second phases of the
MCO to provide the latest infor-
mation pertaining to the Cov-
id-19 pandemic. | also shared
the state’s plans and took ques-
tions from the public and journal-
ists during the Facebook Live
sessions.

“Thirdly, Penang acted quickly
to initiate a RM20 million relief
package on March 17, a day
before the announcement of the
MCO.

“We increased the amount to
RM75 million after further en-
gagement with various segments
in the society,” he said.

Chow said the state was ready
to aid targeted groups that are
impacted by the pandemic.

He also spoke about the new
thinking framework that would
strengthen the small and medi-
um-sized enterprises in Penang.

“We set up Digital Penang last
year to be a catalyst for the
state’s economic digitalisation.
We are targeting to establish the
first Digital Free Trade Zone in
Penang by next year.

“We will also strengthen the
state’s position in the medical

equipment sector and will redi-
rect the electrical and electron-
ics (E&E) sector by diversifying
the manufacturing products;
from consumer electronic prod-
ucts to industrial application
products, such as telecommuni-
cations system, Industry 4.0
equipment, and medical equip-
ment.

“Penang will also expand its
global shared services sector.
We have over 60 companies that
are involved in this sector - pro-
viding 12,000 high-value jobs.

“We have directed investPen-
angto form a ‘Penang Economic
Next Normal’ task force to iden-
tify and develop new strategies
to attract new investments. The
task force must also study the
direction for the state, country,
regional and global economic
development,” he said.

Selangor Mentri Besar Datuk
Seri Amirudin Shari congratu-
lated Penang for being one of the
champions in attracting inves-
tors.

“Penang and Selangor are
among the largest recipients of
investments in the manufactur-
ing sector for 2019,” he said.

According to the Malaysian
Investment Development Author-
ity (MIDA), Penang recorded
RM16.9 billion of total approved
manufacturing investment in
2019, behind Selangor’'s RM17
billion.

Penang topped in manufactur-
ing foreign direct investment
(FDI), attracting RM15 billion.

Amirudin and Negri Sembilan
Mentri Besar Datuk Seri Aminud-
din Harun both presented their
respective state’s initiatives to
help the rakyat.

The meeting ended with An-
war extending his Ramadan
greeting to all Muslims in the
country.
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sram staff

to work from
home after

MCO

B Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

SRAM Opto Semiconduc-
Otors (M) Sdn Bhd intends
to allow many of its 6,500
employees to continue working

from home for a few more months
even after the movement control

order (MCO) is lifted.

Its managing director Glen
Brownlie told Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow that a significant portion
of Osram employees would con-
tinue to work from home until June
or July.

The MCO, which was enforced
on March 18, has now been ex-
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Abdul Halim (centre) having a casual chat with (from left) Ooi, Brownlie, Zulkifli, Yew and Anbalagan.

tended for the third time to May 12.
Chow visited the plant in Bayan
Lepas on April 21 together with

JAWS &

state Domestic and International
Trade, Entrepreneur Development
and Consumer Affairs Committee
chairman Datuk Abdul Halim Hus-
sain, Penang Island City Council
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang and
Balik Pulau police chief Supt A.
Anbalagan.

At hand to welcome them be-
sides Brownlie were Osram’s Site
Services director Eric Ooi Kheng
Jin, security manager Zulkifli Omar
and Employee Services head Vas-
antha Krishnan.

“We don’t want to bring in em-
ployees who don’t need to be here.
Only employees who are in critical
need for the operation to run will
be here. Anybody who can work
from home will work from home
because it is safer,” Brownlie said.

“It’s nice of the chief minister to
visit us and appreciate the work we
have done, like putting social dis-
tancingin place, and the work that
ourteam has done to keep people
safe.”

According to Brownlie, Osram
was granted to have half of its
workforce of 6,500 employees
working per day by the Ministry of
International Trade and Industry
(Miti) in the third phase of MCO but
they are using only between 1,500
and 1,800 employees in both the
Kulim and Penang plants.

He said although it was tough,

the factory had to find a balance to
support the MCO and also to keep
running as a multinational com-
pany employing 23,000 employees
globally.

“We have to generate revenue
because we have to pay all their
salaries. We don’t want to see
mass unemployment like in Europe
and some other countries.

“It’s good that we’ve got to a
stage where the government
now trusts us to make more
decisions ourselves.”

Brownlie said Osram is also
willing to share or help small
and medium enterprises or their
suppliers on the implementation
of preventive measures against
Covid-19.

Chow thanked Brownlie for
the chance to be taken on a tour
of the cafeteria, the manufactur-
ing and production areas and
then a briefing on the factory’s
operation and future plans.

“Good hygiene practices are
very important. We take it that
employers are taking good care
of the workers, whether foreign-
ers or locals, because the virus
can attack anybody,” Chow said.

For the record, Miti later al-
lowed those businesses operat-
ing at half capacity to do so at
full operational capacity from April
29.

Showing care, concern for frontliners

AS a gesture of support to the
state government in combating
the Covid-19 outbreak, two com-
panies have come forward with
their contribution of gloves.

Inter Great (M) Sdn Bhd and
Ami Awana Sdn Bhd each contrib-
uted 50,000 pieces of nitrile ex-
amination gloves (powder free) to
the frontliners in Penang.

Besides that, Inter Great has
also contributed RM5,000 to the

Penang Covid-19 fund.

The representatives from the
companies handed over the gloves
to Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
at Komtar on April 21.

Apart from these companies,
Penang has also received numer-
ous contributions from various
organisations for the frontliners in
the state since the movement or-
der control was implemented on
March 18.



EStory by Riadz Akmal
BPix courtesy of
Seberang Perai City
Council

HE Seberang Perai City
TCounciI (MBSP) on

April 19 officially
launched its online survey
to get input from the public
on the council’s 2021 budg-
et.

MBSP mayor Datuk Ro-
zali Mohamud said the sur-
vey would last for a month
until May 18.

“Seberang Perai resi- '
dents, regardless of age
and background, are invited

and ideas through the
council’s official website
at https://www.mbsp.gov.
my/ .

“From there, they need
to select ‘MBSP Budget
Survey 2021’ located in
the ‘Announcement’ sec-
tion to begin.

“Their input will then be
analysed to draft the
MBSP Budget 2021.

“This is important for
us to ensure that the
budget is as comprehen-
sive as possible and
meets the needs of Se-
berang Perai residents,”

PENANG
LAWAN
COVID-19
_ #stayAtHome

Rozali delnvermg his speech via Facebook lee on the MBSP Facebook Rozali told the public via
to give their views, opinions page.

Facebook Live on the MBSP

Facebook page on April 19.

“Usually, we will do a town hall dia-
logue session where we can gather Se-
berang Perai residents to give their input.

“But due to the MCO enforcement, we
have taken the initiative to conduct an
online survey to gather people’s opinions
regarding the budget.

“It is much safer that way and can pre-
vent the risk of Covid-19 infections among
the people,” he added.

On a separate matter, the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) has introduced a spe-
cial pass for food deliverers and registered
traders and hawkers under the council to
move around much easier to conduct their
business activities during the MCO period.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang
said after a thorough discussion with the
police, the special passes would only be
limited to the movement to the business
premises, the movement of food delivery
services and transportation of essential
goods only.

“Travel is also limited to a 10km radius
only from the registered business prem-
ises based on the council’s approval.

“Those interested can register and fill
in the form through https://forms.
gle/83T69rq1XFLXuPzY7 ,” he said.

Fresh produce for councils’ frontline workers

SOME 2.5 tonnes or 2,500kg of
fresh vegetables were distributed
to the frontliners from both local
councils, namely Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP) and Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) on
April 21.

State Agriculture, Agro-based
Industries, Rural Development
and Health Committee chairman
Dr Norlela Ariffin said the vegeta-
bles were donated by the local
farmers in the state as a token
of appreciation for the hardwork-
ing council workers during the
movement control order (MCO)
period.

“It is undeniable that these
unsung heroes from both city
councils have played a major part
in assisting the authorities to
enforce the MCO especially in wet
markets and other public places.

“Hopefully, the fresh vegeta-

'”fr

bles given today such as cab-
bage, green mustard, spinach
and cucumber can at least ease
their burden to provide food for
their families during this period,”
Norlela said in her speech before
distributing the fresh produce at
the City Hall in Esplanade on April
21.

Joining her at the occasion
were state Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo, MBSP mayor
Datuk Rozali Mohamud and
MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang.

Jagdeep thanked Norlela for
her efforts and also the local
farmers for their contribution to-
wards the councils’ frontline
workers.

“Such assistance comes at
the right time when the holy

ir| |] f]:ﬂl“ ”:I i

PERLUKAN MODAL TAMBAHAN?
INGIN KEMBANGKAN PERNIAGAAN?

DAPATKAN PINJAMAN PERNIAGAAN SEGERAIIN

TANPA CAGARAN DAN PENJAMIN

MUDAH DAN TIDAK MEMBEBANKAN

TERBUKA KEPADA SEMUA KAUM

7 s, P e

Jagdeep presentlng the fresh vegetables to one of the coun

cils’ frontllne workers while watched by

Rozali (second from left), Norlela (fifth from left), Yew (sixth from left), other guests and the councils’

frontline workers.

MBSP.
“The state governmen

month of Ramadan is here and
hopefully it will benefit 4,991
council workers from MBPP and
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also done its part by giving out

a one-off payment of RM300 aid
to the frontliners from both city
councils. The financial assis-
tance is a part of the RM75
million Covid-19 economic stim-
ulus package to assist them
during these trying times.

“This shows that the state
government did not forget them
but values their contributions
during the MCO period.

“l'also would like to extend my
deepest appreciation to all of
our frontliners involving both
city councils, who have worked
tirelessly to ensure compliance
among the public since the be-
ginning of the MCO enforcement
on March 18,” he said.
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Mazaiti says the food items come
very timely for her as a single
mother with Ramadan then just
round the corner.

HPix by Darwina Mohd Daud

TlE Penang government is
working on two concepts -
the whole-of-governmentand
the whole-of-society - in order to
win the war against Covid-19, says
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

He said this after helping to
distribute lunch packets to 300
residents from Bukit Gelugor at the
Bukit Gelugor MPKK (Village Com-
munity Management Council) hall
in Taman Tun Sardon on April 19.

“Atthe State Legislative Assem-
bly sitting on Friday (April 17), | had
said that government agencies
cannot work in silo mentality,”
Chow said at the Bukit Gelugor
MPKK hall, the first of his three aid
distribution programmes.

“If an agency does not know
what another agency is doing, then
our fight against the virus outbreak
will be jeopardised.

“The whole-of-government con-
cept means that each agency
knows its responsibility and will
help each other.

“The second concept is that we
also involve the participation of the
society to ensure the success of
this Covid-19 campaign.

“We are thankful that in Pen-
ang, we have NGOs (non-govern-
mental organisations) and indi-
viduals who are willing to help the
underprivileged as well as donat-
ing medical supply, PPE (personal
protective equipment), face
masks, face shields and other
items to the frontliners.”

Also present were Bukit Gelugor
MP Ramkarpal Singh, Seri Delima
assemblyman Syerleena Abdul
Rashid, Bukit Gelugor MPKK chair-
man Mohd Hafiz Abd Azizand Jaya

r ez

Collaboration the
key 10 success

Chow (second from left) urging the Sungai Gelugor residents to keep up the fight against Covid-19. Joining him were Ramkarpa;l (third
from right), Syerleena (left), Marasik (fourth from left) and Teh (right).

Catering & Restaurant
Sdn Bhd chief executive
officer Govindasamy @
Suresh.

Giving a hand in dis-
tributing the lunch pack-
ets was Jalan Akuarium
MPKK chairman Amir
Rudin Abdul Rahman
while Ramkarpal’'s per-
sonal assistant Rachael
Teh and her colleagues
from Ramkarpal’s ser-
vice centre and MPKK

sugar, salt, sardine
and biscuits.

“I'm very apprecia-
tive of the govern-
ment’s help. This will
lighten my burden as |
am a single mother of
four.

“Three of my chil-
dren are grown ups
and they have their
families to take care
of. The youngest is
staying with me. | am

members helped to A volunteer checking the body temperature of a Bukit not working and this
overseethesmoothrun-  Gelugor resident at the lunch packet distribution at provision is timely as

There, Chow, Ramkarpal and
Syerleena presented boxes of
provisions like flour, instant
mee, rice, sugar, sauce, sardine
and baked beans to nine resi-
dents.

Also present to help out in the
arrangement were Island Park
MPKK chairman Tan Seang Aun
and his committee members.

Tan said there were supposed
to be 25 recipients but those
who were unable to attend would
have their provisions delivered
to them.

After the aid distribution,

the Bukit Gelugor MPKK office in Taman Tun Sardon.

ning of the programme. Ramadan is just Ramkarpal proceeded to Sun

Chow thanked Ramkarpal for A recipient, Mazaiti Mohamad, round the corner,” said Mazaiti. Moon City, a low medium-cost
organising the programme and 55, expressed her gratitude to the The third and final stop for apartment, in Paya Terubong for
Suresh for his company’s meal state government after receiving Chow was at Island Park MPKK  another aid distribution pro-
contribution. the provisions like rice, cooking oil,  hall at the Japanese Garden. gramme.

Ramkarpal commended
Suresh for also distributing food
packets to another 300 residents
of Air Itam at Jalan Zoo and other
areas the previous day.

Syerleena said the residentsin
Bukit Gelugor were delighted with
this government initiative as peo-
ple from all over the world are
facing challenging times during
this virus pandemic.

The next stop was at Sungai
Gelugor MPKK hall where Chow,
Ramkarpal and Syerleena hand-
ed out groceries to 70 recipients.

Helping them in the distribu-
tion of the groceries were Sungai
Gelugor MPKK chairman Marasik
Jabar and Penang Island City

Council councillors Tan Soo Siang  syerleena helping an elderly woman out of her car when she came to receive some provisions from
and Mohd Khairul Mohd Ali. the state government at Island Park MPKK hall.
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ndustry
players do
heir part

or Penang

mStory and pix by Edmund
Lee

IX industry players in
Penang on April 17
showed their concern for

the fronliners and Covid-19 pa-
tients by contributing various
medical equipment amounting
to over RM1.5 million to Penang
Hospital.

They are Keysight Technolo-
gies, Motorola Solution Malaysia
Sdn Bhd, Inari, Jabil, Intel and
Micron Technology.

investPenang chief executive
officer (CEO) Datuk Loo Lee Lian
thanked the in-kind contribu-
tions from the corporations to
the frontliners during this criti-

cal time.

She said she was glad to see
that the key players have come
forward to lend their support for
the frontliners in the battle
against the virus.

“Through a donation drive by
investPenang as well as Ameri-
can Malaysian Chamber of Com-
merce’s (AMCHAM) Cares, nu-
merous corporates continue to
pour in their generous contribu-
tions of personal protective
equipment (PPE) and medical
equipment.

“They have been reaching out
and helping in every possible
manner by assisting with sourc-
ing the short supply of PPEs and
purchase of equipment that is

(D
387,000.00
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Donating 20,000 face shields to
Panang G
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Loo (seated third from left) with Teo (seated second from left) in a group photo with the industry players

at Penang Hospital.

urgently needed.

“A huge thank you to all the
industry players for their ef-
fort,” she told the media at
Penang Hospital.

The items that were received
by the hospital included masks,
gloves, face shields, isolation
and medical gowns, thermom-
eters, patient monitors, blood
pressure monitoring devices,
ultrasound system, dialysis
machine, laptops and printers.

Representatives of the six
corporations and Penang Hos-
pital director Dr Teo Gim Sian
were present at the presenta-
tion.
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Kam Fook doing a warmup exercise to reduce muscle soreness and

lessen the risk of injury.

Badminton coach offers
free e-training lessons

BADMINTON enthusiasts who
are feeling bored during the
movement control order (MCO)
are welcome to follow “Stay At
Home” e-training by coach Ng
Kam Fook.

He is offering free lessons via
his Facebook live broadcast
thrice a week, on every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 5pm
to 6pm.

“I have been doing daily exer-
cises to keep myself fit and | told
myself why not share the lessons
with my students and parents via
online,” said the 46-year-old Kam
Fook, who has been running the
Kam Fook Badminton Academy
(KFBA) for the past 23 years.

Kam Fook has previously used
webcam in virtual training for his
students in the United States 10
years ago.

Among the players that he has
trained were former world junior
doubles champions Yew Hong
Kheng-Nelson Heg Wei Keat,
former Olympian Tee Jing Yi, and

current national players Cheam
June Wei and Tan Jia Wei.

“My e-training is on basic bad-
minton, agility, footwork, skills
and techniques. | hope that par-
ents can encourage their children
to take the time to join the train-
ing so that they always maintain
a healthy lifestyle during this
MCO period,” Kam Fook said on
April 20.

Students are encouraged to
get ready their badminton rac-
quet, shuttlecocks, skipping
rope, sports shoes, rubber band
x10, cellophane tape and A4
papet.

For the sake of cleanliness,
they are urged to wash the soles
of their sports shoes with soap or
disinfectant before putting them
on.

Sometimes, his e-training ses-
sion has garnered over 2,000
followers.

Those interested in his ses-
sions can follow his FB account
under Kam Fook Ng.
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