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TlE thrust of Penang’'s Budget 2021
is to empower the state’s economic
recovery in the aftermath of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

“In this respect, we have underlined four
strategies to move in this direction,” Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said when tabling
the Budget during the State Legislative As-
sembly in Dewan Sri Pinang on Oct 12.

Chow said the four strategies were to
encourage investment and increase pro-
ductivity as drivers of economic growth;
to develop digital infrastructure and digjtal
community towards sustainable resilience;
to strengthen and improve the people’s
quality of life, and to empower roles, talent
and human capital.

“The state government is allocating
RM96.13 million for the Department of Ir-
rigation and Drainage (DID) to implement
high impact flood mitigation projects in
2021. These include the deepening and
repairing of rivers, agricultural drainage
and irrigation, flood mitigation projects, de-
velopment of beaches and river corridors,
environmentally friendly drainage systems
and reservoirs.

“We are also ensuring that the welfare
of the people is protected. Hence, the
Penang government is apportioning RM50
million for the continuation of welfare pro-
grammes under the state’s iSejahtera,” he
said.

The state government is committed to

economic recovery

preserving and dignifying Islam as the of-
ficial religion of the state.

Chow said that a sum of RM64.16 mil-
lion has been allocated for the develop-
ment, repair, maintenance and equipment
of religious institutions in Penang.

“A few mosques will be built and up-
graded in 2021. Among them are Masjid
Habib Almas in Tanjung Tokong, Masjid
Sungai Nibong Besar in Bayan Baru, Mas-
jid Permatang Bogak in Kepala Batas,
Masjid Bandar Tasek Mutiara in Simpang
Ampat and Masjid Taman Pelangi in Juru,”
he said.

He said the setting up of Sekolah Aga-
ma Rakyat Saadah, Sekolah Agama Rakyat
Saadatul Darain and Kelas KAFA Masjid
Kampung Sekolah Juru, with cooperation

Chow, together with (from left) exco member Soon Lip Chee, assemblymen Daniel
Gooi (Pengkalan Kota) and Ong Ah Teong (Batu Lancang), Penang Financial
Officer Datuk Dr Mohamad Farazi Johari , State Secretary Datuk Abdul Razak
Jaafar and exco member Chong Eng, looking at the Penang 2021 Budget.

of the federal government is scheduled to
be completed this year.

Chow said the Penang government is
allocating RM14 million to assist religious
schools, missionary schools, Chinese
schools, Tamil schools and private schools.

“Besides that, the state has also allo-
cated RM4 million to be given as financial
aid to students who are pursuing higher ed-
ucation programmes in public institutions
and polytechnics in Malaysia,” he said.

For the implementation of non-Islamic
affairs development programmes, the
Penang government is setting aside
RM300,000.

The state government also emphasised
the development of infrastructure.
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OTHER FEATURES OF THE BUDGET:
1.Tabung Usahawan Tani programme

= RM250,000
2.Agriculture Department = RM5.65m
3.Veterinary Services Department

= RM3.52m
4.Development of Penang Hill = RM14.11m
5.CAT bus services = RM15m
6.Sungai Puyu to Jalan Siram monsoon
drain project = RM5m
7.Mak Mandin hawker complex upgrading
project = RM1.4m
8.Development of Robina Eco Park
(Phase Two) =RM2m
9.Implementation of Digital Coach Scheme,
Digital Promoter Scheme = RM1.19m
10.0pen space and sports development
programmes = RM15.45m
11.Penang Maximum 80 percent
Maintenance Fund (TPM8OPP) programme

= RM6.8m
12.Maintain, repair and upgrade low-cost
public housing = RM12m
13.Penang Women and Family Development
Committee (JPWKs) =RM1.35m
14.Provide free mammogram screening
for women under Mammo Penang
programme = RM886,000
15.Allowance for Village Community
Management Councils (MPKK) = RM9m
16.Penang Youth Development Corporation

(PYDC) = RM1im

17.Implementation of gender inclusiveness

programmes =RM200,000

18.Penang Women'’s Development

Corporation (PWDC) =RM1.5m

19.Implementation of MakerLab programmes
= RM3.24m

20.Financial aid for supervisors and KAFA
teachers, religious school teachers, staff and
teachers of private Chinese schools, guru
tahfiz, guru pondok, guru TADIS

= RM898,900
21.Mutiara Foodbank programme

=RM300,000
22.George Town Festival and the George Town
Heritage Celebration via online

= RM2m
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HE Penang government
Thas the option to table

a surplus Budget 2021
but it chose not to do so as it
would compromise the prom-
ises made to the rakyat.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the RM909.82 million
Budget for 2021 took into con-
sideration every important as-
pect to ensure efficient state
administrative management,
conducive platform to gener-
ate economic activities and
the development of the state,
and to prioritise social and
welfare aids and programmes.

“With an expected revenue
of RM506.02 million and con-
sidering the commitments of
the state government to the
people, tabling a deficit Bud-
get of RM403.80 million for
the year 2021 is unavoidable.

“Among the factors that
contributed to the increase
of the deficit Budget are the
contribution to the state’s de-
velopment fund amounting to
RM200 million, allocations
for social aid and welfare pro-
grammes totalling RM105 mil-
lion, payment to statutory bod-
ies, subsidiary companies, as-
sociations and state agencies
amounting to RM44.77 mil-
lion, and other expenses.

“The total amount of grants
and fixed payments is RM532
million, which is equivalent to
58.48% of the state Budget
2021.

“The Penang government
could have tabled a surplus

Pe govt honours
promises, cares for rakyat

Budget, but it does not want
to compromise the promises
made to the people,” Chow
said in his winding-up speech
during the State Legislative
Assembly at Dewan Sri Pinang
on Oct 19.

Chow added that the Pen-
ang government had managed
to obtain a surplus each year,
except in 2018, despite ta-
bling a deficit budget annually.

Meanwhile, the Penang gov-
ernment is seeking at least
RM1 billion annually from the
federal government as a sign
of recognition and apprecia-
tion to the state for its huge
contribution towards the coun-
try’s gross domestic product
(GDP).

While thanking the federal
government for its allocations
to the state, Chow highlight-
ed that Penang contributed
RM94.7 billion in 2019.

“Penang was the fourth
highest state contributor to
Malaysia’s GDP in 2019. The
state has contributed about
the same amount annually.

“We thank the federal
government  for allocating
RM15,197,400 for the state
government to combat Cov-
id-19 in Penang.

“The allocation was spent
on helping traders and hawk-

ers as well as to provide face
masks and hand sanitisers to
the people (RM10 million); a
total of RM5 million was used
to implement small scale
projects under the Penang
Economic Stimulus Package
2020, and RM197,400 was
used to assist the trishaw rid-
ers in Penang,” he said.

Chow said Penang receives
other financial contributions
from the federal government
annually; such as the capita-
tion grant, tourism grant, Ma-
laysian Road Records Informa-
tion System (Marris) alloca-
tion and others.

“The total allocation that
we have received as of Sep-
tember this year is RM241.56
million.

“However, the allocations
given do not commensurate
with the contributions from
Penang.

“The federal government
should review the financial al-
locations for Penang so that
the contributions from the
state and the financial alloca-
tions for Penang are commen-
surable,” he added.

Chow said that the increase
in financial contribution from
the federal government could
help the Penang government
reduce the deficit budget.

DCM [ casting his net wide

THE Penang government will not
leave any segment of society, espe-
cially the fishing community, behind
in the course of implementing the
proposed Penang South Reclama
tion (PSR) project.

Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk
Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman,
(pix) who is the chairman of the
Fishermen Task Force set up by the
state government, has the onerous
task of preparing an exgratia pack-
age that will be palatable to the
fisherfolk.

“The Penang government is
committed to implementing the
Penang South Reclamation proj-
ect,” Ahmad Zakiyuddin (PH-Pinang
Tunggal) said during his winding-up
speech at the recently-concluded
State Legislative Assembly in De-
wan Sri Pinang.

“To provide sustainable devel-
opment in Penang for the future,
the state will make sure that no
community is marginalised. This in-
cludes the fishing community.

“The state is very concerned
with fishermen who will be affected
by the project. Thus, a fishermen
task force has been set up to draft
initiatives that would benefit them
as well as to allow them to enjoy
the development the project would
bring forth.”

Ahmad Zakiyuddin said the ex-
gratia package is being finalised.

Among the initiatives he men-
tioned are the creation of job op-
portunities such as in aquaculture,

fisheries, tourism and recreation;
monthly allowances; tuition and
education schemes for the fisher-
men’s children; priority for registra-
tion of affordable housing to help
fishermen who do not have own
home; new fishing jetty and coop-
erative.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin, who is also
in charge of the state Islamic Af-
fairs, Cooperatives and Commu-
nity Empowerment committee, said
there are 747 cooperatives regis-
tered in Penang with a total mem-
bership of 130,472 and the total
income recorded is RM225 million.

In addition, Ahmad Zakiyuddin
thanked the state government that
under the 2021 Budget tabled by
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, a
total of RM64.16 million has been
allocated to religious institutions
for the purpose of development,
maintenance and repairs, and
equipment.

Penang govt praised for
prioritising Penangites

THE State Opposition Leader has
thanked the Penang government
for setting aside a huge allocation
to help Penangites weather the im-
pact of Covid-19.

Datuk Muhamad Yusoff Mohd
Noor (BN-Sungai Dua) said the
Penang government had allocated
some RM155 million to help those
who were facing difficulties, lost
their jobs and traders who were un-
able to do business.

“We thank the state government
for allocating so much to help the
people. Of course, the federal gov-
ernment had also provided finan-

cial aid to help the people.

“The pandemic has united us
(community and leaders) to be
stronger as a team. We feel that it
is more important for us to fight the
Covid-19 pandemic and stop the
spread of the infection, regardless
of our parties,” he said, when de-
bating the Budget during the State
Legislative Assembly in Dewan Sri
Pinang on Oct 13.

Muhamad Yusoff said although
the country was entering the third
wave of the Covid-19 pandemic,
the situation in Penang remained
under control.



Guideline to ease
registration of
nurseries,
kindergartens and
care centres

A GUIDELINE has been formu-
lated by the Penang government
to address the difficulty in obtain-
ing certificates of registration for
nurseries, kindergartens and care
centres.

State Housing, Local Govern-
ment, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep Singh
Deo (pix) said according to data
from the state Welfare Department
and state Education Department,
there are 887 nurseries, kindergar-
tens and care centres in Penang.

He, however, estimated that
32%, or 281 nurseries, kindergar-
tens and care centres, were operat-
ing without certificates of regjstra-
tion.

"I was informed that the cen-
tres' operators are facing difficulty
to obtain the certificates of regis-
tration due to certain bureaucratic
procedures.

"As such, we took some initia-
tive to come out with a registration
guideline to help the operators in
getting proper certification.

"It is also in line with the vision
of Penang2030 to strengthen the
care and welfare system in the
state," he said in his winding-up ad-
dress during the State Legislature
Assembly.

On his Housing portfolio, Jag-
deep said the state had allocated a
total of 106,742 affordable hous-
ing units since 2008.

"From the figure, 33,847 units
have been completed, 20,721
units are under construction while
52,174 units are in planning stag-
es," he added.

On another note, he said the
state had installed 1,177 closed-
circuit television (CCTV) cameras in
Penang since last year.

"The total has exceeded our
target of installing 1,000 units of
CCTVs," he said, adding that the in-
stallation of CCTVs was important
to ensure public safety.

uStory by Tanushalini
Moroter
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HE Penang Career Assis-
Ttance and Talent (CAT)

centre will play a pivotal
role in assisting those who
have lost their jobs due to the
Covid-19 crisis, says Deputy
Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy (pix).

Ramasamy (PH-Perai), who
holds the portfolio of Human
Resources, Education, and Sci-
ence & Technology, said after
receiving requests from con-
cerned employers and compa-
nies, the Penang CAT centre
would undertake a job match-
ing process for job seekers.

“Upon obtaining informa-
tion from the companies that
are shutting down, Penang
CAT will conduct group match-
ing process to help job seek-
ers get suitable jobs in those
companies which are undergo-
ing expansion,” he said during
his winding-up speech at the
State Legislative assembly on
Oct 16.

“Job seekers themselves
can also apply for jobs at Pen-
ang CAT centre’s webpage
(https://www.penangcatcen-
tre.my/ ) without any charge

being imposed.
“The Penang CAT centre
is working together with the

Social Security Organisation
(Socso) to assist job seekers
through programmes such as
training, counselling, financial
incentives and so forth.
“Besides that, the centre al-
so has collaborated with other
agencies such as the Northern
Corridor Implementation Au-
thority (NCIA) for the JomKerja
and JomNiaga programmes un-
der the National Economic Re-
generation Plan,” he added.
Ramasamy agreed to the
suggestion from Daniel Gooi
(PH-Pengkalan Kota) on en-

Penang CAT to increase
efforts to help jobless

hancing Penang CAT centre’s
services so that it can function
as a main job matching chan-
nel for employees as well as
employers.

“The state government will
also consider the proposal
from Muhammad Faiz Fadzil
(PH-Permatang Pasir) on mak-
ing it compulsory for all com-
panies operating in Penang to
upload job offers at the Pen-
ang CAT Centre’s portal to help
reduce unemployment.

“The state government also
would like to recommend that
companies in Penang register
employees who will be losing
their jobs in the Penang CAT
Centre’s system to enable job
matching to be carried out,” he
added.

Ramasamy said that accord-
ing to the Labor Force Survey
(STB) conducted by the Depart-
ment of Statistics Malaysia
(DOSM), the unemployment
rate in Penang has increased
from 2.1 % in the first quarter
of 2020 to 4.4% in the second
quarter of 2020.

Meanwhile, Ramasamy said
the state government is focus-
ing on developing local talents,
especially in the field of Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM), to
meet the demand for human

capital for high-tech industries
in Penang.

“As mentioned by Lim Guan
Eng (PH-Air Putih), the state
government has taken vari-
ous initiatives to make educa-
tion an economic driver. For
instance, this year the state
government has provided an al-
location of RM3.24 million for
the establishment of ‘Maker-
Lab’ in 87 schools in Penang,”
he said.

Responding to a suggestion
from Ong Ah Teong (PH-Batu
Lancang), pertaining to job
attachments in state govern-
ment departments, Ramasamy
said graduates who have com-
pleted their studies and are yet
to work can apply for positions
on a contract basis at http://
e2psm.penang.gov.my/login.
php

Touching on the welfare of
the Hindus in the state, Rama-
samy said the Penang Hindu
Endowment Board (PHEB) has
played a key role in protecting
the rights and interests of Hin-
dus in the state.

“PHEB welcomes the pro-
posal by Satees Muniandy (PH-
Bagan Dalam) for the state
government to allocate a piece
of land on the island for a fu-
neral parlour for Hindus,” he
said.

Two Iinitiatives for affordable childcare centres

THE call for affordable child-
care centres is all the more
necessary now during this
Covid-19 pandemic, and in
response the Penang govern-
ment has introduced two ini-
tiatives to cater to that need.
State executive councilor
Chong Eng (pix), who is in
charge of the Social Develop-
ment and Non-Islamic Reli-
gious Affairs portfolio, said
while the need for more afford-
able childcare centres for B40
groups was crucial, it was also
equally important to encour-
age women to once again en-
ter the working environment.
“We are no longer in an era
where one parent works and
the other doesn’t. Our needs
and wants have changed, es-

pecially for those in the B40
groups where sustaining their
livelihood depends entirely on
having a job,” Chong Eng (PH-
Padang Lalang) told the State
Legislative Assembly during
her winding-up speech in De-
wan Sri Pinang.

“While providing the best
care for kids, it is important to
remember that childcare cen-
tres are also truly beneficial
for women so that they can re-
turn to work,” she added.

As such, she said the Pen-
ang government had intro-
duced two initiatives, one of
which is to aid the B40 groups
which send their kids to child-
care centres.

Under this scheme, parents
will only be charged RM500

and below, and will be enti-
tled to a RM50 subsidy each
month.

“The
will work closely with the state

Penang government

Social Welfare Department and
childcare centre operators.

“As a sign of appreciation,
participating operators will be
entitled to a one-off payment of
RM1,000 from the Penang gov-
ernment,” Chong Eng added.

The other initiative, Chong
Eng said, involves the Penang
government approving a grant
worth RM300,000 for se-
lected new childcare centres
which meet certain require-
ments that would be set.

“This is to encourage the
new centres to operate with a
mission, catering to the B40
groups and offering them af-
fordable rates,” she added.

The RM300,000 will be giv-
en to two operators each year
for a period of three years.



Explonng
products in Seberang Perai
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E state government is embarking on ini-

I tiatives to create new tourist attractions

in Seberang Perai to ensure balanced de-
velopment between the island and mainland.

“The state government is planning to im-
plement the Sungai Muda Eco-Tourism Project
targeting six areas in Seberang Perai such as
Pasar Bisik Kuala Muda, Permatang Bendaha-
ri Jetty, Sungai Muda Dam, Merdeka Bridge,
Kamloon Beach and Pinang Tunggal railway
bridge,” state Tourism and Creative Develop-
ment Committee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
stated during his winding-up speech at the
State Legislative Assembly on Oct 15.

“The estimated cost of the project is RM33
million and it will take five years to be com-
pleted.

“Since the cost of the project is high, the
state government has appealed for an alloca-

tion from the federal government under the
12th Malaysia Plan — (Rolling Plan 1) year
2021,” said Yeoh.

Yeoh (PH-Paya Terubong) said in the bid to
explore new tourism products in Seberang Pe-
rai, Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow had made
a site visit to Pinang Tunggal recently.

“There are a lot of potential areas in Pinang
Tunggal that can be developed into agro-tour-
ism sites which would definitely offer a unique
experience for visitors.

“Most importantly, the Seberang Perai
agro and ecotourism activities would be able
to generate income and support the livelihood
of the communities living in the village area.

“At the same time, this can also provide
tourists a diversified experience in Penang
which is in line with the ‘Experience Penang’
campaign,” added Yeoh.

He welcomed the proposal by Nor Hafizah
Othman (BN-Permatang Berangan) to devel-

op the tourism sector in the Sungai Labuh
Banting such as initiating river cruise and
promoting local products.

“The state government will direct the Se-
berang Perai City Council (MBSP) to conduct
an in-depth study at the Sungai Labuh Ban-
ting area to know more about its tourism po-
tential.

“The state government, through Penang
Global Tourism (PGT), has also produced

a promotional video ‘The Other Side of the
Island’, to further promote Seberang Perai
for domestic tourism. The launching of the
promotional video, however, has been post-
poned due to the rise in Covid-19 cases.

“Besides that, the state government had
organised mega tourism events such as Pen-
ang International Food Festival in Seberang
Perai and also the Fiesta Pulau Aman,” said
Yeoh.

Yeoh said the state government intends to
redevelop the coastal areas of Butterworth
and George Town under the Penang Bay proj-
ect.

“The coastal areas of Weld Quay will be
transformed into George Town Central Busi-
ness District (CBD) while Butterworth will be
turned into a hub of innovation, education
and recreation.”
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RM1 for plastic bag from 2021

SHOPPERS have to pay RM1
instead of 20 sen for each
plastic bag at the supermar-
kets from Jan 1 next year,
says state Environment and
Welfare Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh.

Phee said currently the
state has banned the sale
of plastic bags from Monday
to Wednesday since July this
year but would strictly enforce
it from next year.

This means that shoppers
can still buy plastic bags at 20 sen each
from Thursday to Sunday this year but
have to pay RM1 for each plastic bag
from Thursday to Sunday next year.

“This is important for us to reduce
plastic waste in the state,” Phee said
in his winding-up address during the
State Legislative Assembly in Dewan Sri
Pinang.

Penang, which is the first state in Ma-
laysia to introduce ‘No Free Plastic Bag’,
has been charging 20 sen for each plas-
tic bag for over a decade.

While the state has from time to time
increased more days for people to ob-
serve the no plastic bag sale ruling, it

does however allow shop-
pers to purchase plastic
bags at 20 sen each.

The state has collected
over RM9 million from the
sale of plastic bags by su-
permarkets.

Phee has been making
impassioned pleas to the
public to lend their support
to protect the environment
and take care of marine life,
especially by saying ‘No to
Plastic Straws and Single-
use Plastics’ as well as ‘No to Plastic Bag’.

On another matter, Phee said the state
government, through Penang Green Coun-
cil (PGC), was collaborating with the En-
vironment and Water Ministry and Se-
berang Perai City Council (MBSP) to con-
duct the SEA Circular Project.

“It aims to address the impact of plas-
tic pollution on the marine environment
by making changes to the existing plastic
waste management system,” he added.

Phee said the state views river pollu-
tion seriously.

“Therefore, the state has also estab-
lished a task force to tackle sea and river
pollution issues,” he said.

Special financial aid for civil servants

*From pg 1

“Investment in infrastructure is signifi-
cant in providing a positive impact to the
development of the state and economic
growth. The state is setting aside RM31.98
million for the construction and upgrading
works of roads and bridges in Penang,” he
said.

Chow said the state government, through
the Penang Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP), would continue to install new pipes
to provide water to newly developed areas
in Penang.

“PBAPP has identified 10 projects with a
total cost of RM10.5 million. The cost of six
more projects is still being determined by
PBAPP,” he said.

Chow conveyed the state’s utmost ap-
preciation to the frontliners in combating the

deadly Covid-19 pandemic.

“We are thankful for the sacrifices our
civil servants have made for our state. They
are the backbone of the Penang govern-
ment.

“As such, a total of 4,009 civil servants
in Penang will receive a half-month year-
end special financial aid or a minimum of
RM1,000. The aid would be disbursed in
December this year,” he said..

Chow said the total projected operating
expenses for 2021 was RM909.82 million,
while the expected revenue was RM506.02
million.

“The deficit of RM403.8 million will be
supported by the state’s consolidated
savings (reserves) of RM1.07 billion as of
2018 year-end,” he said.
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Penang’s future hinges on
PSR, PTMP projects

HE future of Penang de-
Tpends greatly on the

success of implement-
ing the Penang South Recla-
mation (PSR) and the Penang
Transport Master Plan (PTMP)
projects, says state executive
councillor for Transport and
Infrastructure Zairil Khir Johari
(pix).

He said the PSR reclamation
project of three islands would
play a very important role in
financing the PTMP in addition
to catalysing the state’s eco-
nomic growth

“These projects are crucial
to transform Penang and en-
sure that that state can be
competitive internationally,

especially in this challeng-
ing world economy,” Zairil (PH
- Tanjong Bunga) said during
his winding-up speech at the
recently-concluded State Leg-
islative Assembly in Dewan Sri
Pinang.

“The state government is re-
sponsible for ensuring the proj-
ects are implemented for the
benefit of the people.

“Even though there are criti-
cisms and protests, the state
government remains commit-
ted to helping the people un-
derstand the benefits to be
gained from these projects and
ensure that no communities
are marginalised.”

He stressed that PSR would

State to ensure supply of

iIndustrial land

THE state government, through
Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC), will ensure there is
sufficient industrial land while at
the same time providing world-
class infrastructure to attract
potential investors from global
technology giants to Penang.

State Entrepreneurial Develop-
ment, Trade and Industry Commit-
tee chairman Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain (pix) said he expects
PDC’s existing industrial land to
be able to meet the investors’ de-
mand for another 10 years.

“This is based on the selling
trends of industrial land in previ-
ous years.

“As of October this year, the in-
dustrial land supply that we have
is about 481 acres. It consists of
Batu Kawan Industrial Park (BKIP)
(258 acres), Penang Science Park
(26 acres) and Penang Science
Park North (197 acres).

“Besides that, BKIP-2 in Byram
Estate, with 1,156 acres, also has
been identified as the new PDC
industrial area to attract local and
foreign investors.

“Through the Penang South
Reclamation (PSR) project, we will
be able to provide another 800
acres of land on Island A.

“Thus, we believe industrial
land in Penang will be sufficient to
cater for new investors,” said Ab-
dul Halim (PH-Batu Maung) during
his winding-up speech at the State
Legislative Assembly in Dewan Sri
Pinang on Oct 15.

According to Abdul Halim, the
state government would continue
to promote BKIP-2 industrial area
as an “extension” to the current
BKIP to lure potential investors.

“This is important to boost in-
dustrial development in the state
and make Penang the destination
of choice for local and international
companies to set up their plants
here,” he added.

Besides the electrical and elec-
tronics (E&E) and semiconductor
industry, Abdul Halim said the Pen-
ang government would also focus
on the high growth potential sector
such as the medical devices, auto-
motive, aerospace, machinery and
equipment.

“This includes the services sec-
tor such as global business ser-
vices, research & development,
software development and others.

“All these sectors would be able
to create high-value jobs for Penan-
gites,” he said.

not be a normal reclamation
project for real estate specula-
tion purposes but would offer
suitable new industrial areas
to attract reputable companies
so that high-income jobs can
be created in the state.

On a question raised by
Lim Guan Eng (PH - Air Putih)
regarding the Sungai Perak
Raw Water Transfer Project
(SPRWTS), Zairil said Environ-
ment and Water Minister Datuk
Seri Tuan lIbrahim Tuan Man
had, after meeting Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow on Sept 24,
agreed to bring up the matter
to the Perak government.

Zairil added that the issue
is now “stagnant” as the Perak

government has refused to sell
raw water to Penang while Pen-
ang has rejected Perak’s coun-
ter offer of treated water.

Penang’s contention is that
there has never been such a
precedent and on top of that,
even Singapore has been buy-
ing raw water and not treated
water from Johor.

Zairil said Penang is ready
to offer higher raw water pur-
chase from Perak and the Min-
istry of Environment and Water
has agreed to raise this matter
to Perak for discussions to be
continued.

On complaints of flash
floods, Zairil said while it is
difficult to avoid them due to

(From left) Daniel Gooi (PH-Pengkalan Kota) and Muhammad
Faiz Fadzil (PH-Permatang Pasir) greeting Zolkifly Md Lazim
(Bersatu/PN-Teluk Bahang) at the State Assembly.
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geographical conditions, rapid
development or urbanisation
as well as climate change, the
state government is the pro-
cess of building six high impact
flood mitigation projects.

Four of the projects are ex-
pected to be completed early
next year, namely RTB Mak
Mandin, RTB Parit 4, RTM Parit
5 and also RTB Sungai Nipah.

Pregnant Heng Lee Lee (PH-Berapit) and Lim
Siew Khim (PH-Sungai Pinang) leaving the
State Assembly for lunch break.
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State Secretary Datuk Abdul Razak Jaafar cutting his birthday cake during a break at the State Assembly in
Dewan Sri Pinang on Oct 15. He turned 57. With him are Deputy State Secretary (Development) Datuk Azhar
Arshad (right), Head of local government division in Penang State Secretariat office Nur Aishah Md Norodin (third

from right) and some staff members.
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NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

%T; 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismaiil

(T) 04 -866 0214

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.38 BAYAN LEPAS N.01 PENAGA .
YAB Chow Kon Yeow m 04 -226 0218 YB At;zrul Mahathir A(Z@IZ " 81— gi‘; %‘;;g YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T)
- ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com -
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 226 0218 N.02 BERTAM ST) 013 - 430 6400

P) 04-576 7606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh

(T) 04 - 262 0860

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 -390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745 N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifii lorahim M
N.12 PENANTI n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin éT; 04 - 538 2871
norlela.arifin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871 N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim M

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jogdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

04 - 228 8482
04 -228 8514

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.01 PENAGA
Ramli Omar

(T) 012 - 487 3070

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

haijifek@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442 -
pusatkhidmatn37 @gmail.com H 04 - 626 1442 Resl HEsen M OUO=te5070
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04 - 3310163 N.05 SUNGAI DUA
N EEER Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman (T) 019 - 415 3850

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
yéz'l'self(w?ginl—?ekn T) 04 - 227 7068 & PENYELAMAT 04-398 8809
e (4 047557 708 DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
o TEIoK Ay T OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
2 _ HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
YB Mustafa K | T) 04 - 3511732
L e el s e i m ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA (PGT) 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
N.09 BAGAN DALAM _
Y8 Satees A/l Muniandy (T) 04 - 305 4962 SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 FERI ((CéECT)T%g\EVngHN )) 82%}8 %g??
:m PER;’AATA:”G P;;' = NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
N11PERMATANG PASIR_ I i KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 -594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
Kk nbun mail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

Kalendar Pelancongan

SALURAN RASMI UNTUK
INFO TERKINI KEMPEN
PENANG LAWAN COVID-19
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N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

ngkalankot I

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

m 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630
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5 penanglawancovid19.com |

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

t.me/penanglawancovid19 |

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
giritam@dappg.org

(T) 04-829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

M

| MasBERAPT 017 813 3509 WCC (Women'’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 EE&SAA;_UKAX\,L F;I!E(RLINDUNGAN 04-829 4046
berapit@dappg.org H 04 - 540 0006 Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
s, o &% | socso 042389888 pegpusTARAAN PP 0555 bi

0 penanglawancovid19

Saluran Rasmi Kempen Penang Lawan Covid-19
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CHIEF MINISTER OF PENANG INCORPORATED

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

The offer is made to local and international bidders to participate in the Request for

Proposal as follows:

TITLE

OPENING DATE

CLOSING DATE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF FOOD
COURT AND KIOSK AT UPPER LEVEL OF ‘BUS
INTERCHANGE' AND 'OVERHEAD LINKWAY' AT
MUKIM 12, SOUTHWEST DISTRICT, PENANG,
MALAYSIA

15" OCTOBER 2020 (THURSDAY)

16" NOVEMBER 2020 (MONDAY)

1. The RFP can be downloaded from the Penang State Government portal at
http://iwww.penang.gov.my/ from 15" October 2020.

2, Completed proposal should be sealed in an envelope clearly marked at the top
righthand corner of the parcel as ‘Request For Proposal For The Development
And Management Of Food Court And Kiosk At Upper Level Of ‘Bus
Interchange' And ‘Overhead Linkway' at Mukim 12, Southwest District,
Penang, Malaysia'. Bidders are requested to submit the proposal before 12.00
noon on 16" November 2020 to:

The Secretariat,

Chief Minister of Penang Incorporated (CMI),

Level 47, KOMTAR,
10503 Penang,
Malaysia.

3. Any enquiries please contact CMI Office at 04-650 5709 / 04-650 5804 or email

to atylia@penang.gov.my

4, Proposals submitted after the closing date will not be entertained.

Traditional
sports will be
revitalised,
says exco
man

uStory by Riadz Akmal
®Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

ITH the digital era al-
most making tradition-
al sports a footnote in

the history books, the Penang
government is moving to pro-
mote such activities.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
(pix) said this would be done un-
der the “Sports For All” initiative.

He said among the traditional
sports that would be promoted
are sepak raga tuju, layang-layang
(kite), kabaddi and many more.

“These sports will be promot-
ed through special programmes
or festivals that will be conduct-
ed from time to time,” said Soon
(PH-Bagan Jermal) during his
winding-up speech at the State
Legislative Assembly in Dewan

Sri Pinang on Oct 15.

“For layang-layang, we will
organise the kite festival in De-
cember at the Batu Kawan Sta-
dium.

“The kite festival will include
layang-layang workshop, wau ex-
hibition and giant kite show.

“However, the organising of
the festival still depends on the
Covid-19 situation.

Besides that, Soon said the
Penang State Sports Council
(MSNPP) has established a
special programme known as
“Penang Athlete Career Educa-
tion (PACE)”.

“PACE is a programme that
aims to produce high-perfor-
mance athletes who are well-
rounded in sports as well as
studies, and also to help them
build career paths.

“To serve the programme
better, MSNPP will create a trust

account that will be the main
financial source in assisting
the state athletes in the field
of education, career and wel-
fare,” he said, adding that MS-
NPP will provide a RM200,000
allocation for PACE.

According to Soon, the
state government is also in
the midst of preparing the

Penang Sports Master Plan
(PSMP) to encourage
Penangites to be
active in sports.

“The PSMP

has three pil-
lars of focus,
namely ath-
letes’ de-
velopment,
sports facil-
ity develop-
ment  and
community
sports
develop-
ment,”
he said.



farmers’

ment Councils (MPKKs) in the
state, the state Agriculture De-
partment had received some
funds to initiate urban farming.

State executive councillor
Dr Norlela Ariffin (pix), who is
in charge of the Agrotech and
Food Security, Rural Develop-
ment and Health portfolio, said
the state Agriculture Department
had been given two allocations
by the Agriculture and Food In-
dustries Ministry.

The two are Urban Ag-
ricultural Development
(RM200,000) for 2020 and
RM600,000 for the ‘Pelan
Jana Semula Ekonomi Neg-
ara’ (Penjana) in 2020 and
2021.

Goh Choon Aik (PH-Bukit
Tambun) had on Oct 14 suggest-
ed that MPKKs interested in ur-

uStory by Kevin Vimal

care of the welfare
of Village Commu-

Man-
age-

IN a move to take

nity

Funds ready for * urban

ban farming be given support by
the state government.

“It was a good move by Goh
Choon Aik (PH-Bukit Tambun)
to address this matter as it is
important to incorporate the in-
volvement of MPKKs to boost our
economy.

“The Penang government will
also consider utilising MPKK
halls to implement urban farm-
ing,” said Norlela (PH-Penanti)
while presenting her winding-up
speech during the State Legis-
lative Assembly in Dewan Sri
Pinang on Oct 15.

She added that so far, 175
members from 14 MPKKs had
received some financial aid.

Out of the 14, seven MPKKs
had received RM38,000 from
Penjana while seven others had
received RM25,850 from the Ag-

riculture Department.

Replying to another question
raised by Goh on ways of incor-
porating the use of technology
in farming, she said the use of
drones would be a good way to
kick-start the use of technology
in this area.

“One of the ways is to utilise
drones, which can be used to car-
ry out agricultural activities such
as fertilisation in padi fields.

“Through this, the use of hu-
man energy can be minimised,
time efficiency maximised as
well as productivity of padi pro-
duction increased,” she added.

On a suggestion by Mohd
Tuah Ismail (PH-Pulau Betong)
to initiate vertical farming in
school areas, Norlela said the
state Agriculture Department
had worked closely with the
state Education Department to
organise an urban farming pro-
gramme this year.

“The programme was con-
ducted in 15 schools with the
participation of 720 students
at a cost of RM54,875,” she
added.

KONDOMINIUM

HAK MILIK KEKAL 950

5% Diskaun Untuk Bumiputera

di Queensbay, Pulau Pinang

QUEENS
RESIDENCES

TR,

Kondominium

- 1,650 kaki persegi
Jumlah Unit : 500

Harga dari RM643, 900 (Min)
sehingga RM1,614, 900 (Max)

PELAN LOKASI

SK Mutiara

BAYAN LEPAS
TOWN

Complex

SJKIC)
@ Min Sin

Perdana

SRIKIC)
Chung Shan

Komersial

758 - 3,602 kaki persegi
Jumlah Unit : 54

Harga dari RM379, 000 (Min)
sehingga RM3,241, 800 (Max)

Bukit Jambul

To
George
Town

4

o
University
Science
Malaysia

Penang Bridge

Ope

QUEENS
RESIDENCES

uuuuuuu

Penang Second Bridge

@ Sebarang pertanyaan, hubungi kami di 04=-6456 888

Pemaju: ldeal Gim Venture Sdn Bhd (1023204-D); Pejabat Jualan: 71, The One, Jalan Mahsuri, 11950 Bayan Lepas, Pulau Pinang; No. Telefon: 604-6456 888; No.
Faks: 604-6457 888; No. Lesen Pemaju: 19262-1/12-2021/01353(L); Tempoh Sah Lesen: 7-1-2020 - 6-1-2021; No. Permit lklan: 19262-1/12-2021/01353(P);
Tempoh Sah Permit: 7-1-2020 - 6-1-2021; Pihak Berkuasa Meluluskan: Jabatan Perancang Bandar & Desa (JPED) & Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Finang
(PSUKK); No. Kelulusan Pelan Kebenaran Merancang: JPBD/PG/P3/PB-001 & PSUKPP/PP/(S)/05/0451/10 Klt.6; Pegangan: Kekal; Tarikh Projek Dijangka Siap:
Disember 2021; Jumlah Unit: 500; Harga Jualan (Min) RM787,900 sehingga (Max) RM2,670,600; 5% Diskaun untuk Bumiputera

Pembeli-pembeli Bumiputera yang berminat sila hubungi :
Bahagian Perumahan, Pejabat Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri
Paras 20, KOMTAR 10503 Pulau Pinang

Tel :04-6505 242 Fax :04-2622 904




‘You'll never walk alone’

®Pix by Noor Siti
Noorazis

ENANG celebrated the
PWorId Mental Health Day

in a simple and yet mean-
ingful ceremony by launching
the “Someone For Each One”
(SFEO) programme at the Pen-
ang Harmony Centre recently.

The SFEO project, an initia-
tive by Pertubuhan Wanita Muti-
ara (PWM) in collaboration with
Penang Association of Coun-
selling & Psychology (PACP),
is basically to establish a sup-
port system manned by profes-
sionals and trained volunteers
to provide help to people with
emotional and other mental
health challenges.

PWM president Tan Lean
Kee, who is also the wife of
Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, said the SFEO came about
when they saw the need to ad-
dress the prevalence of mental
health issues in our society
that have been rising over the
last 10 years.

“PWM has seen, heard or
read of the effects and devas-
tation caused by mental health
issues in individuals, young or
old, in families, schools or uni-
versities and workplace,” said
Tan, who heads PWM whose
members comprise wives of
state assemblymen and Mem-
bers of Parliament, in her
speech on Oct 10.

“We’re especially concerned
with young lives cut short,
struggling with internet addic-
tion or substance abuse, wom-
en living in trauma and fear,

(From left) Chong Eng, Chow, Tan and Margarita at the launch of the ‘Someone For Each One’
(SFEO) programme at the Penang Harmony Centre.

cancer patients living in anxi-
ety and devoid of hope and the
load shouldered by parents with
special needs children.

“PWM therefore decided to
approach like-minded individu-
als and trained professional in
mental health to work together
to form a support system for
people battling with emotional
and mental health issues. That
was how this initiative come
about.”

Tan also thanked PACP presi-
dent A.E. Margarita Malayapil-
lay and her team and child and
family psychiatrist Datuk Dr Lai
Fong Hwa among others for driv-
ing the initiative and the attend-
ees, including NGOs, for their
participation.

Margarita said PACP is happy
to partner PWM in the outreach

effort through networking as
the world is facing unprecedent-
ed challenges.

“Research shows that the
impact of Covid-19 has contrib-
uted to increasing stress, anxi-
ety and depression across the
board,” Margarita said in her
speech.

“Hence, the SFEO initiative
is a timely project to enable and
empower individuals and fami-
lies in understanding and cop-
ing with mental health issues
through training and support.”

Chow expressed his appre-
ciation to both PWM and PACP
for their noble efforts to help
those who require assistance
and help in these difficult times.

“The increasing demands at
the workplace, family commit-
ments, the seemingly never-

ending rat race in school and
university lead to the strain we
face in our daily lives,” Chow
said in his address before
launching the programme.

He said it was alarming that
the 2017 National Health and
Morbidity survey revealed that
29% of Malaysians suffer from
depression and anxiety disorder
compared to just 12% in 2011.

The SFEO project, Chow add-
ed, was also in line with the
Penang2030 vision as one of
the components focuses on the
family unit.

He said SFEO would be a pa-
tient’s pillar of strength so they
need not walk this physically
and emotionally demanding
journey by themselves.

Chow ended his speech by
quoting the title of Liverpool’s

Lai says the SFEO initiative
will focus on family, skills
training and support services.

famous song when he said:
“For mental health sufferers
known or unknown among us,
let it be known that ‘You Will
Never Walk Alone’.”

Lai said the SFEO initiative
would focus on three sections,
namely family, skills training
and supporting services.

He said they would hold posi-
tive parenting programmes us-
ing proven American-based pro-
gramme, for parents with nor-
mal children and special needs
children.

He said they would also look
into funding some of the servic-
es provided by volunteers, like
giving them some form of allow-
ance and petrol money.

For details, contact SFEO
secretariat  (Archana Chan-
drasekaran — 016-4327758).

Also present were Chong
Eng, the state executive coun-
cillor in charge of Social Devel-
opment and Non-Islamic Reli-
gious Affairs, Sungai Pinang
assemblyman Lim Siew Khim,
Penang Hospital Psychiatric De-
partment head Dr Siti Norashi-
ah, D’Home Mental Health As-
sociation president Datuk Les-
lie Lee and Penang Harmony
Centre manager Rachel Teh.

PETACE to play pivotal role in local economy

ARTS, culture and heri-
tage are not merely for
leisure purposes, but
they should be able to
stimulate the local econ-
omy, says State Tourism
and Creative Economy
Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin said this during
the soft launch of the new logo
for his office - PETACE - on Oct 1.

PETACE is the acronym for
Penang state exco for Tourism
and Creative Economy.

It was formerly known as PET-

¥

PETACC

Penang State EXCO Office

for Tourism And Creative Economy

ACH (Penang state exco for Tour-
ism, Arts, Culture and Heritage).

The new logo carries many
references from the previous
one, being that the two overlap-
ping abstract forms in blue and
yellow respectively represent
Penang island and Seberang
Perai.

Among the new elements to
the logo is the three strokes

for ‘E’, depicted in state
colours which carry the
three main pillars of Cre-
ative Economy namely
arts, culture and heritage
for Penang.

Yeoh said Penang is
the first state to intro-
duce the ‘Creative Economy’
portfolio for the state executive
council.

“Upon the restructuring of
my portfolio, the elements of
arts, culture, and heritage have
been put under Creative Econo-
my which the state government
sees as something significant.

“I believe that arts, culture

and heritage should be the eco-
nomic powerhouse for the state.

“It can contribute towards the
state’s gross domestic product
(GDP) and promote the estab-
lishment of more creative start-
ups.

“This eventually creates more
jobs, attracts new investments
and nurtures local creative tal-
ents as well as empowers the
local community,” said Yeoh.

“The United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (Unesco), Interna-
tional Council on Monument and
Sites (ICOMOS) and the Heri-
tage Alliance of UK recognise

that ‘Creative Economy’ which
evolved from the ‘Creative In-
dustries’ has grown to become
significant.

“The approach to preserve
cultural heritage must evolve
continuously with time and cur-
rent technologies.

“Creative industries are one
of the effective ways to pre-
serve cultural heritage and to
add value to heritage. London
and Paris are the best examples
pertaining to this.

“So, let us all strive together
to make Penang a premier hub
for tourism and creative econo-
my in the region,” added Yeoh.
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HE George Town Literary
TFestivaI (GTLF) 2020 will

be going virtual this year
in view of the current Covid-19
pandemic.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin said this year’s
edition, themed “Through the
Looking Glass”, would be held
from Nov 26 to Nov 29.

He said the festival would
continue to champion literary
arts while navigating a new cli-
mate.

“This year’s edition will be
shifted to online with the focus
on curated podcasts, visual

ARA NOVEMBER 1- 15,2020

New norm for
GTLF 2020 =

content and readings.

“It will have a more regional
and local emphasis, engaging
local talents and honouring the
diverse voices.

“Penang has been a pas-
sionate patron of the arts and
continues to be a lively creative
hub.

“The aspects of creativ-
ity, culture and heritage have
served as catalysts to spur lo-
cal economic development,”
Yeoh told a press conference
on Oct 2.

He added that over the years,
GTLF has risen to become one
of the key players in celebrat-
ing literature, arts and culture
in the Southeast Asian region.

GLTF 2020 will see a celebra-

Y

(From left) Izzudm Sharaad Fan Yeoh, Stehle and Ashwm promoting the festival at the
press conference.

tion of local and regional talent,
with an expected final line-up of
60 thinkers, ranging from es-
tablished to emerging names in
the creative sphere.

The festival organisers may
also consider organising sev-
eral physical events in George
Town, such as writing, trans-

lation workshops and poetry
readings.

The festival is partially fund-
ed by the International Relief
Fund of the German Federal For-
eign Office and Goethe-Institut
this year.

GLTF 2020 is free for the
public.

Also present at the press
conference were Penang Con-
vention & Exhibition Bureau
(PCEB) chief executive officer
Ashwin Gunasekeran, festival
co-directors Pauline Fan and
Sharaad Kuttan, co-curator Iz-
zuddin Ramli and Goethe-Insti-
tut director Rolf Stehle.

SXl wants to switch to fully coed system

THE St Xavier’s Institution, the old-
est Catholic Lasallian school in Ma-
laysia, wants to go fully co-ed.

Brother Jason Blaikie, who is
the brother director of SXI, said the
school is in the midst of sending its
application regarding this change
to the Penang Education Depart-
ment when he led a delegation to
pay a courtesy call on Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow in Komtar on
Oct 8.

For many years, however, SXI
has accepted girls for its Form Six
classes.

“We want to revive our past glo-
ry and hope to continue the legacy
of this historical institution estab-
lished way back in 1852,” said
Blaikie during the courtesy visit.

“Almost a year ago, the Brothers
Council had no objection to the pro-
posal to switch to a co-education
system (co-ed) and we are in the
midst of sending our application re-
garding this change to the Penang
Education Department.

“One of the unique features of
our institution is that we have an
equal ratio of students from all rac-
es and this has been our long-held
tradition.

“We have a total of 1,060 stu-
dents now, but the enrolment
has actually dropped. In the 60s,
we used to have around 3,000
students and in the 70s nearly
2,500,” Blaikie added.

Meanwhile Chow commended
SXI's decision to become a co-edu-
cational school which would indeed

be good for boosting enrolment.

“It is good to hear that the insti-
tution has decided to include girls
in the school which would definite-
ly give a new dimension to it.

“And speaking on the enrol-
ment of the school, perhaps SXI
can look to its feeder schools (SK
St Xavier and SK St Xavier Branch)
to help in increasing the intake,”
said Chow.

During the courtesy visit, Chow
was also briefed on the infrastruc-
ture development of the school.

“The Karpal Singh Hall in the
school will be turned into a heri-
tage centre, and we have got some
artifacts such as school diary from
1887 to 1898.

“With that, the whole stretch of
Farquhar Street will have heritage
buildings like the Anglican Church,
Penang State Museum, Assump-
tion Church and Cheong Fat Tze
Mansion.

Neighbourhood park takes root in Sungai Pinang

IT was a joyful moment for Sun-
gai Pinang residents and those
staying around the Karpal Singh
Drive when the ground-breaking
ceremony of a three-acre neigh-
bourhood park was launched at
Lebuh Sungai Pinang 7 recently.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who planted a Malayana sap-
ling at the site during the ground-
breaking ceremony on Oct 4,
said the park, as part of a green
initiative by the state, would en-
able the residents there to enjoy
its recreational facilities.

“The purpose of this proj-
ect is to turn open spaces into
an urban neighbourhood park
equipped with various leisure fa-
cilities.

“This is one of the state gov-
ernment’s efforts to increase
recreational facilities in urban ar-
eas with limited space and land.

“Until today, 69 neighbour-

hood parks have been built in the
northeast district,” Chow said in
his speech at the ceremony.

Looking back, he said the
state government started the
initiative to transform Penang
into a cleaner, greener and safer
state some 10 years ago.

Chow praised the Penang
Stadium Corporation and Open
Spaces (SCOS) for coming up
with its pilot project at Lebuh
Sungai Pinang 7 since its forma-
tion this year.

He hoped when the project
is ready by July 2021, the park
is given a suitable name after
getting input and that the place
would become an attraction.

The project will have 100 pub-
lic car parks.

Chow added that the park
would feature among others na-
tive Penang trees, Forest Pavilion
and Slide, Silver Garden and But-

terfly Garden.

The plan to set up the neigh-
bourhood park at Lebuh Sungai
Pinang 7 actually started on Nov
3 last year when state Sports
and Youth Committee chair-
man Soon Lip Chee and Sungai
Pinang assemblyman Lim Siew
Khim had a meeting with Penang
SCOS, Penang Island City Coun-
cil, Penang Women’'s Develop-
ment Corporation and the local
residents for feedback and ap-
propriate actions to be taken.

Soon said the state govern-
ment is committed to providing
recreational and sports facilities
to meet and improve the quality
of life of the people of Penang.

He thanked the Forest Re-
search Institute Malaysia (FRIM)
for supporting the project and do-
nating some native Penang trees
such as Jelutong, Gelugor, Ara
and Penaga Laut.
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