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MERICAN multinational company NI,

A]l‘;)rmerly known as National Instru-

ents Corporation, contributed RM1

million to the Penang Future Foundation

(PFF) and RM150,000 to the Penang Sci-
ence Cluster (PSC) recently.

NI Penang managing director Rajesh Pu-
rushothaman, who is also the APAC Manu-
facturing vice-president, said although the
Covid-19 pandemic has impacted every
business globally, NI still believes that its
contribution is critical for the longterm to
help the state in its STEM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering, mathematics) initiative.

“NI has been active in doing its part for
Penang institutions since 2010. We want to
strengthen the Penang Future Foundation
and help the state retain talent. We're look-
ing to their exciting programmes,” Rajesh
said during the mock cheque presentation
at Komtar on Oct 28.

PFF was represented by its committee
member Datuk Loo Lee Lian, who is also the
InvestPenang chief executive officer, while
PSC was represented by its chief executive
officer Ooi Peng Ee.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said the
state government appreciated NI for its con-
tributions.

“NI Penang has been steadfast in con-
tributing towards the Penang community.
For year 2020 alone, other recipients who
have benefited from NI Penang’s generos-
ity included Malaysian Red Crescent So-
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ciety Penang, Penang Tech Centre Bhd,
Penang Caring Dialysis Society, St Nicho-
las Home for the Blind and BE Home for
Special Care Penang,” Chow told a press
conference before witnessing the mock
cheque presentation.

“The ongoing pandemic has financially af-
fected many Malaysian households and it is
critical that the PFF scholarship programme
remains in place so that our scholars are
not denied educational opportunities during
this challenging time.”

Also present were Deputy Chief Minister I
Prof Dr P. Ramasamy, State Secretary Datuk
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Rajesh (third from Ieft) presenting a mock cheque for RM1 million to Loo (fourth from left) and a mock cheque for
RM150,000 to Ooi (fourth from right), while (from left) Amat Sazali, Chong Eng, Abdul Razak, Chow, Ramasamy, Yeoh and

U]

L
SEHOLAAIF FAGGRAN

= AN

rlDI.ﬂH

Iation Jgheiy

,19@_3”,0&. e =

Abdul Razak Jaafar, state executive council-
lors Chong Eng, Yeoh Soon Hin and Soon
Lip Chee and state Education Department
deputy director Amat Sazali Abu Hassan.

Chow said the PFF started in 2015 with
an initial funding of RM40 million as the
state government’s initiative to aid out
standing and deserving Malaysian youths to
pursue tertiary studies in public or private
universities in Malaysia.

So far, he said 511 scholarships had
been given out in the past five years and
selected scholars came from STEM back-
ground as well as accountancy and finance.

[

Ilr

He said the main condition for the re-
cipients is that they have to work in Pen-
ang for five years, not necessarily for the
government but for any entity, organisa-
tion or factory.

Chow added that the state has not
done its second round of appeal for do-
nations but from time to time, it does re-
ceive some contributions.

“Now in its sixth year, this scholarship
fund intends to help the Penang state
government achieve its objective of at-
tracting, building and retaining human tal-
ent,” he said.
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MPANG Jajar is setto be a
Aunique place to visit when

35 religious organisations
set up their houses of worship
there within the next five years.

The Penang government has
spent RM9.2 million to get ready
the basic infrastructure for the
development of the land for RIBI
(places of worship other than Is-
lam) purposes.

The 21-acre land, worth
RM17.6 million, has been
equipped with proper roads and
street lights; and 9.4 acres of
land out of the 21 acres have
been allocated for RIBI.

The remaining acres of land
have been used for utilities and
access facilities.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said this could be the first loca-

CORRECTION

IN our P1 story in the last

issue of Buletin Mutiara

titled "Empowering economic
recovery”, we inadvertently
reported that RM3.24mil

has been allocated for the
implementation of MakersLab
programmmes. We wish to clarify
that the implementation of the
MakersLab programmes started
in the third quarter of this year
and not in 2021. The error is
regretted.

of harmony

tion in Malaysia to house so many
places of worship in one area.

“More than 30 houses of wor-
ship will be built there. We hope
they can exist harmoniously.

“It may also attract visitors
who would like to witness this
unique area,” Chow said after
presenting letters of intent to
the 35 successful organisations
during a ceremony at the Butter-
worth Digital Library on Oct 17.

Chow said the state would pro-
vide a 50% discount on the lease
rate for the land.

“We will only be recovering the
cost for the infrastructure when
the organisations pay up their
premium for the 60-year lease.

“In addition, the organisations
are not required to submit the
planning permission because the
area has already gone through the
planning process,” Chow said.

He said the organisations just
need to submit their building
plans to the Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) for approval.

The organisations must submit
the building plan to MBSP within
two years and build the house of
worship within five years, failing
which the offer will be withdrawn.

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali Mo-
hamud said the council would
conduct a briefing for the organ-
isations to guide them on the
building plan submission process
soon.

Bagan MP Lim Guan Eng said
the state government cares for
the people.

Chow, Guan Eng (front row,
left), Jagdeep (front row,
third from right), Soon (front
row, second from right) and
Satees (front row, right)
showing the location of the
land for RIBI.

“The state has given away
land of very high value in Scot-
land Road for the building of the
Penang Syariah Court Complex in
the past.

“This shows the Penang gov-
ernment cares for all,” Guan Eng
said.

Penang Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country Plan-
ning Commitee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said the Penang gov-
ernment had allocated 52 plots of
land (11 on the island and 41 on
the mainland) for RIBI purposes
from 2008 until today.

“Meanwhile, allocations from
the RIBI Fund have been disbursed
to 165 RIBI since 2016.

“A total of RM6,775,484.44
has been utilised to assist RIBI, in
relation to upgrading and building
works, over the years,” he said.

Also present were state ex-
ecutive council (exco) members
Phee Boon Poh and Soon Lip
Chee, Bagan Dalam assembly-
man M. Satees, Penang Chief
Minister Incorporated deputy
general manager S. Bharathi and
former state exco member Datuk
Lim Hock Seng.

Butterworth Digital Library a
hit with Seberang Perai folk

SOME 14,000 people have visited
the Butterworth Digital Library (BDL)
- a stunning number considering it
was only opened to the public on
July 15.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who officiated the digital library
on Oct 17, said this shows that
BDL is well received by the local
community.

“At the same time, the three
other digital libraries on the island
have also performed very well when
they recorded half a million visitors
from October 2016 until September
this year.

“What makes us more proud is
that our neighbour Kedah is also fol-
lowing in our steps by setting up a
digital library.

“This proves that our efforts
in implementing such an initia-
tive has been recognised by our
neighbouring state, spurring their
interest to implement or replicate
the same project,” Chow said in
his speech during the opening
ceremony on Oct 17.

Also present were Deputy Chief

Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy,
state Entrepreneurial Development,
Trade and Industry Commitee chair-
man Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain,
state Welfare and Environment
Committee chairman Phee Boon
Poh and State Secretary Datuk Ab-
dul Razak Jaafar.

Other guests were Bagan MP Lim
Guan Eng, Bagan Dalam assembly-
man Satees Muniandy, Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) mayor Da-
tuk Rozali Mohamud, Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang and Chief Minister
Incorporated deputy general man-
ager S. Bharathi.

Speaking about Butterworth
Digital Library, Chow said the proj-
ect construction had started in April
2019 and fully completed in January
this year at a cost of RM6.6 million.

“l was also told that BDL is in
the process of collaborating with the
British Council to set up an English
learning class here,” he added.

The Butterworth Digital Library
is open daily from 8am to 10pm.
There is no entrance fee.

By Azmi Hussin

Historic Penang Women's
Assembly 2020 goes smoothly

DUBBED the firstever mock as-
sembly sitting for women partici-
pants in the country, the Penang
Women’s Assembly 2020 con-
vened successfully at Dewan Sri
Pinang on Oct 20.

The oneday sitting resembled
the format of the Penang Legisla-
tive Assembly sitting with 40 elect-
ed representatives and was moder-
ated by State Speaker Datuk Law
Choo Kiang.

The special platform is a joint
collaboration between the office
of state Social Development and
Non-slamic Religious Affairs Com-
mittee chairman Chong Eng and
the Penang Women’s Development
Corporation (PWDC).

It was also broadcast live on the
PWDC Facebook page.

During the assembly session,
each of the participants could be
seen playing a crucial role in tabling

a motion, debating and discussing
issues they face in their respective
constituencies.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who visited the assembly sitting,
congratulated the participants for
joining the assembly session.

“l was informed that from 400
participants, only 40 were selected
to join this assembly sitting. The se-
lection committee had a hard time
choosing the best candidates dur-
ing the selection process.

“Thus, this shows a strong in-
terest from women to learn more
about the roles of elected represen-
tatives and to venture into politics
as well” he said.

Chow also reiterated the Penang
government’s commitment to con-
tinue prioritising women’s empow-
erment through PWDC to formulate
policies and programmes related to
gender inclusiveness.
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EORGE Town was inscribed
Gas a Unesco World Heritage
Site in 2008.

This time, the Penang govern-
ment, Penang Hill Corporation,
The Habitat Penang Hill and vari-
ous state and federal agencies
are celebrating the nomina-
tion of the Penang Hill
Biosphere Reserve as

Tan: Expects Unesco '
feedback by July.

a candidate site under the Unes-
co’s Man and the Biosphere Pro-
gramme.

There are 701 biosphere re-
serves in 124 countries around
the world; of which 157 biosphere
reserves are in 24 countries in
Asia and the Pacific.

Malaysia currently has two
Unesco biosphere reserves listed
— Tasik Chini which obtained the

recognition in 2009 and Crocker
_ Range in 2014.

& It was reported that the

dossier for Penang Hill's
‘nomination was submit-
.: ted to Unesco on Sept

30.

Earlier, it was reported
| that the Energy and Natural
Resources Ministry would
be submitting the ap-
plication to the Ma-
laysian National
Commission
for  Unesco

(MNCU).

The Hab-

itat Group

managing

director Allen Tan said Penang
should be able to obtain feedback
from Unesco by next July.

The 12,481ha proposed Pen-
ang Hill Biosphere Reserve en-
compasses Penang Hill, the per-
manent forest reserves, Penang
National Park and the marine re-
serve.

A total of 7,285ha is on land
and 5,196ha is marine.

People, economy and nature

Tan said the main idea behind
Unesco's Man and the Biosphere
Programme was to demonstrate
sustainable management and util-
isation of natural resources.

“The programme encourages
you to demonstrate how people,
economy and nature can peace-
fully coexist and survive together.

“The lowest hanging fruit of
this programme is the benefit of
ecotourism, which is what we are
doing at The Habitat Penang Hill.

“Penang has always been
known for its street food, heritage
and culture. We really want to help
brand Penang as an ecotourism

MBPP, Think City applying for RM41m
funding for climate programme

THE Penang lIsland City Coun-
cil (MBPP) and Think City will be
jointly applying for US$10 million
(RM41.4 million) from the World
Bank Adaptation Fund when they
submit a final proposal on their
nature-based climate adaptation
programme this month.

Think City managing director
Hamdan Abdul Majeed said if they
manage to secure the fund for
the pilot project, it would be used
to help Penang adapt to climate
change challenges.

“We'll see how we can actu-
ally use nature as an approach
towards solution making to deal
with climate issues about flooding,
storm water management, reduce
urban heat island effect and find
ways to make our environment
more livable,” Hamdan said on
Oct 20.

The Adaptation Fund finances

projects and programmes that
help vulnerable communities in
developing countries adapt to the
harmful effects of climate change.

He added that they had submit-
ted their first proposal to the Adap-
tation Fund at the end of last year
and have been asked to submit a
detailed proposal.

“We're now in the process of
putting together a final proposal.
We're applying for US$10 million to
develop the pilot project,” he said.

In November last year, Think
City, in collaboration with the
Penang government, launched
the Penang Climate Action Week
(PCAC) to create public aware-
ness of climate change, promote
sustainable production and con-
sumption, and encourage dis-
course on climate actions and
solutions.

Hamdan said MBPP and Think

City partnered to present a similar
proposal to “ChangeNow Summit”
in Paris in January this year.

Out of 100 over entries, they
won the Climathon Global City
award during the presentation in
Paris.

The victory eamned them
€60,000 (RM292,000) which Ham-
dan said is being used for various
commitments like developing cli-
mate resilient street tree studies.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
visited the exhibition at Gat Lebuh
Chulia on Oct 20 together with
state executive councillor Phee
Boon Poh, MBPP mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang and MBPP sec-
retary Datuk Addnan Mohd Razali.

Also present were Penang
Green Council general manager
Josephine Tan and Chief Minister
Incorporated (CMI) deputy general
manager S. Bharathi.
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destination,” he said in an inter-
view.

Tan said while the biosphere re-
serves recognition does not bring
with it the funding from Unesco,
the recognition allows Penang to
brand itself as a magnificent envi-
ronmental heritage site under the
Unesco umbrella,” he said.

The history

Tan said The Habitat funded the
preparation of the nomination dos-
sier by the consultant team from
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM).

“We also contributed the re-
sults of our Penang Hill BioBlitz,
held in October 2017, to support
the application to Unesco.

“We brought 117 scientists
and students from around the
world to conduct a study on the
biodiversity of flora and fauna on
Penang Hill during the Penang Hill
BioBlitz.

“Over 2,500 species of flora
and fauna were found, including
those that we believe have not
been discovered before.

“That confirmed our feeling
that Penang was a good candidate
for the Unesco’s Man and the Bio-
sphere Programme,” Tan said.

Tan said The Habitat was
part of the technical committee,
chaired by Penang Hill Corpora-
tion (PHC) general manager Datuk
Cheok Lay Leng.

Unique features of Penang Hill
The ancient tropical forest Da-
num Valley in Sabah may have
more biodiversity than Penang
Hill, but in terms of accessibility,
Penang Hill cannot be matched.
Within 8km from the George
Town World Heritage Site, visitors
can experience the 130-million-
year-old pristine rainforest on
Penang island. Penang Hill is also
situated within a 40-minute drive

from the Penang International Air-
port.

Tan said Penang is blessed to
have various kinds of ecosystem
within a small location.

“We have the marine, man-
grove forests, and the lower eleva-
tion rainforest right up to 833m
above sea level — all in a very
compact area.

“Even in a highly urbanised
area such as Penang island, it is
still rich in biodiversity,” he said.

Stating an example, Tan said
there was a scientific paper on the
highland vampire crab that was
found a few years ago on Penang
Hill.

“Visitors have always found it
amazing that we have crabs on
the hill. The nocturnal vampire
crabs are tiny, having a size of an
old 20 sen coin,” he said.

A new role for old bungalow

Tan said The Habitat is now
working with PHC to restore the
Fernhill heritage bungalow on Pen-
ang Hill for it to be transformed
into a rainforest research centre.

“We want to create a new econ-
omy for Penang, which revolves
around rainforest research and
climate change studies.

“Through The Habitat Founda-
tion, we will help to attract scien-
tists from around the world (just
like we did for BioBlitz in 2017) to
conduct research on the effects of
climate change on rainforest.

“One of the good examples of
the rainforest research centre is
the project in Danum Valley, Sa-
bah. The centre hosts scientists
from around the world throughout
the year to do rainforest studies.

“The rainforest research cen-
tre project can create a smart
economy and contribute towards
realising the Penang2030 vision,”
he said.



FIRST TECHCAMP
MALAYSIA GOES VIRTUAL
PENANG Institute and the US
Embassy in Malaysia recently
launched the TechCamp
Malaysia: Building Trust and
Media Literacy in the Digital

Age, with the aim of countering
disinformation in the digjtal era.
“The crux of the programme is
the usage of technology to solve
problems,” Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said before officiating
the programme virtually via live
stream at Penang Institute on
Oct 6.This was the first time the
TechCamp was held in Malaysia.
US ambassador to Malaysia
Kamala Shirin Lakhdhir said it is
important to ensure that news
is truly verified and reliable when
consumed by the public. A total
of 54 participants took part in the
programme.

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES TO
BOOST ECONOMY
CREATIVE industries will help to
boost Penang'’s tourism image
and transform existing cultural
and heritage assets into revenue
for the state in the long term,
says state executive councillor
Yeoh Soon Hin. He said with the
correct initiative, he was optimistic
that art and culture would not
lose its historical roots nor be
pushed aside and forgotten for
years to come. “I will be focusing
on growing the creative industry
and making it a sustainable part
of Penang’s economy as well
as maintaining Penang’s unique
identity,” Yeoh, who is the state
Tourism and Creative Economy
Committee chairman, said after
visiting the Balik Pulau Craft

p Incubator Centre in Sungai Rusa.

Penang Hoing

Board to
function

beginning v
next year -

uStory by Edmund Lee
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Penang’s housing sector next

year when the Penang Housing
Board begins operating.

This follows the passing of the
Penang Housing Board Enactment
by the State Assembly in 2010.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo expressed his grati-
tude to Bukit Bendera MP Wong
Hon Wai for his effort to initiate
the enactment during his tenure.

Wong was the then state Town
& Country Planning, Housing and
Art Committee chairman.

Jagdeep said the state was
looking at including all housing
agencies under one roof.

IT will be a new chapter for

“The Penang Housing Board
will ensure the delivery of afford-
able housing units to the people
in a proper manner.

“Now, we have the state Hous-
ing Department and other agen-
cies namely Penang Development
Corporation and Penang Chief
Minister Incorporated.

“We want to place all these
agencies under one roof so that
we can share the same goal
to provide adequate affordable
homes for the people,” he said
after attending the symbolic offer
letter and key handover ceremony
for the Ceria Residensi project in
Batu Ferringhi on Oct 24.

Jagdeep said Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow would be the
head of the Penang Housing
Board in accordance with the en-
actment.

He said there would be a tran-
sition from the state Housing De-
partment to the Housing Board.

“Currently, we have 192 staff
in the Housing Department and
132 of them will be moved to the
Penang Housing Board. We will
look into the possibility of more
staff if the need arises.

“There will be nine directors in
the Housing Board which include
Chow, myself, State Financial Of-
ficer, State Legal Adviser and the
State Secretary. A few other ap-
pointments will be made.

“We have invited the Real Es-
tate and Housing Developers’ As-
sociation (Rehda).

Chow with Jagdeep, Wong and those
present looking at the showroom of
Ceria Residensi in Batu Ferringhi.

g 7

“Under the law, we are also
required to appoint three officials
from the Housing Ministry.”

Chow, who was present, said
it took a long time for the Board
to be set up because certain posi-
tions require federal approval.

“Now we can finally put it into
effect,” he said.

He was also delighted that the
Ceria Residensi affordable hous-
ing project was ready.

Out of the 380 units in the Ce-
ria Residensi, 280 were allocated
for the evicted Kampung Chetty
residents while the remaining
would be offered to applicants
registered with the state.
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Apartment’s roofs upgraded ahead of time

RESIDENTS of Taman Sri Timur
Apartment in Air Itam received
a piece of good news recently
when the upgrading works of
their roofs were completed
ahead of time.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said the upgrading
works that started on Aug 25 was
only due for completion on Nov
16, but was completed on Oct 6.

“I am so happy to be here
today to announce the comple-
tion of upgrading works of roofs,
which cost RM227,000.

“Under the Penang Maxi-
mum 80% Maintenance Fund
(TPM8OPP), the state government
paid 80% (RM181,600) while the
Joint Management Body (JMB)
paid 20% (RM45,400),” Jagdeep
told a press conference at Taman
Sri Timur Apartment on Oct 18.

He added TPM8OPP which was
started by the Penang govern-
ment in 2013 has received en-
couraging response ever since.

“Under this fund, a total of
RM37 million has been spent by

the Penang government, involv-
ing some 250 applications with
404 projects.

“The upgrading and replace-
ment of lifts remain the highest,
totalling 215 out of the 404 proj-
ects,” Jagdeep added.

“Until  October 2020, the
Penang government has spent
a total of RM259.76 million on
various housing maintenance
projects,” Jagdeep added.

The RM259.76 million in-
cludes maintenance works for
housing schemes under Pen-
ang lIsland City Council (MBPP)
and Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP), all private and public
housing schemes and the Pen-
ang Maximum 80% Maintenance
Fund (TPM8OPP).

Air Itam assemblyman Joseph
Ng Soon Siang extended his
heartiest appreciation to the Pen-
ang government for giving much
importance to the well-being of
not only the residents of Taman Sri
Timur Apartment, but for all kinds
of housing schemes that would
benefit from the programme
(TPM8OPP).



Smooth execution of mega
projects Zairil's priority
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TATE executive council-
s lor Zairil Khir Johari (pix)

isaman in ahurry these
days and yet he looks cool.

Given the Transport portfo-
lio in addition to his Infrastruc-
ture portfolio recently, he has
indeed quite a heavy load on
his shoulders.

In a recent state executive
council (exco) reshuffle effec-
tive Sept 15, Zairil took over
the Transport portfolio from
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
besides maintaining his Flood
Mitigation, Public Works and

Utilities portfolio which has
now been rebranded as the In-
frastructure portfolio.

Chow, who made the reshuf-
fle following a mid-term review,
currently holds the Economic
Development portfolio in addi-
tion to his Land and Communi-
cations portfolios.

The reshuffle affects all of
the 11 exco members except
for state Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo and Youth
and Sports Committee chair-
man Soon Lip Chee.

Zairil said his main focus
now would be to ensure that
the implementation of the

Z
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mega projects in Penang run
smoothly.

“As for my new portfolio
(Transport), my main thrust
would be to ensure mega proj-
ects such as the Penang Trans-
port Master Plan (PTMP) and
its components such as the
Bayan Lepas Light Rail Tran-
sit (BL LRT) project, Pan lIs-
land Link | (PIL 1), three paired
roads project and others con-
tinue without any interruption,”
Zairil told Buletin Mutiara dur-
ing a brief interview session in
Komtar on Oct 22.

“These include works on
the Penang South Reclamation
(PSR), which is supposed to
fund the PTMP.

Norlela: Agrotechnology way forward
to strengthen food security

MORE technologies related to
agriculture would be utilised and
implemented with the aim of in-
creasing yield, efficiency, and
profitability, says state executive
councillor Dr Norlela Ariffin (pix).

Norlela, who is in charge of the
Agrotech and Food Security (for-
merly known as Agriculture and
Agro-based Industries), Rural De-
velopment and Health Com-
mittee, said smart farming
is important to Penang as
the state has limited agri-
cultural land.

“So, it is vital for us
to use agrotechnology to
boost the agriculture sec-
tor in the state.

“As an example, we
want to encourage
more  entrepre-
neurs to set
up a smart
farm like the
country’s
first vanilla
smart

farm located at the Permatang
Pauh Agro Park in Jalan Ara Kuda,
Bukit Mertajam,” she told Buletin
Mutiara during a brief interview
session in Komtar.

“The smart farm adopts tech-
nologies such as Internet of
Things, Big Data, artificial intelli-

gence (Al), machine
learning and
drones.
“With this,
we can
e further in-
R crease
t h e
yield,

strength-
en  our

food security and at the same
time use less space of the land.

“It is a smart way to spice up
farming,” she added.

Norlela was among some of
the 11 state executive councillors
who had their portfolios reshuf-
fled or rebranded by Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow on Sept 9.

Besides that, Norlela an-
nounced that her office is in the
process of getting a special allo-
cation to set up a deep well water
pump for the purpose of irrigating
padi fields.

“The main objective is to im-
prove the irrigation system and
the use of water for the padi
fields, especially during the dry
season.

“With this, we can ensure a
continuous supply of padi produc-
tion and maintain our food se-

: : curity,” she added.

“And these two crucial proj-
ects are under my portfolio.
So, it is clear that the Trans-
port portfolio comes with a
huge responsibility and mas-
sive challenges.

“Thus, it is not going to be
easy but | will do my best to
carry out the duty and | am
ready for it,” he added.

Besides the mega projects,

Zairil said other modes of
transportation in Penang would
also be prioritised as well.
“This includes the improve-
ment of bus and ferry services.
“We also would like to ex-
plore the possibility of adding
water taxi or a water bus ser-
vice in the near future as other
modes of transportation for
Penangites,” he added.

Penangite appointed as Fiji’s
honorary consul-general in Penang

BUSINESSMAN Datuk Cha
Hoo Peng has been officially
appointed as the honorary con-
sul-general of the Republic of
Fiji in Penang.

The inauguration ceremony
was held on Oct 10, simulta-
neously with the celebration
of Fiji’s 50th anniversary of in-
dependence which falls on the
same day.

Representing the Penang
government at the ceremony
was Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

“Datuk Cha, | am confident
that your role will boost stron-
ger relations between Fiji and
Penang.

“As a Penangite who has es-
tablished a business relation-
ship with Fiji since 15 years
ago, you are in the best posi-
tion of knowing Fiji’s strengths
as the hub of the Pacific, as
well as Penang’s charm as the
Pearl of the Orient.

“Together, there is much to
gain from this friendship.

“Thus, | look forward to
stronger relations between our

nations, and | offer my con-
gratulations to the Republic of
Fiji on her 50th anniversary of
independence,” Chow said dur-
ing the appointment ceremony
at The Light Hotel in Seberang
Jaya on Oct 10.

Among those present at
the ceremony were Charge
d’Affaires of The Republic of
Fiji to Malaysia Pita Tagica-
kirewa, Japan consul-general
in Penang Shinichiro Kanoya,
Indonesia consul-general in
Penang Bambang Suharto
and Republic of Poland honor-
ary consul Datuk Seri Suppiah
Manikam and State Legislative
Assembly Speaker Datuk Law
Choo Kiang.

Cha, in his speech, thanked
the Penang government and
the government of Fiji for giv-
ing him the support.

“I am pleased to stand here
before you with the support of
both the Malaysian and Fijian
governments; and indeed the
Penang state government and
proudly proclaim ‘For Fiji, Ever
Fiji’,” he said.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA

NAMA ADUN
N.38 BAYAN LEPAS

No Tel/ No Faks

YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain

T) 04 - 626 1442
"

YAB Chow Kon Yeo T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz . 04 - 649 3976
chowkonwzeow@gexvcng.gov.mz H 04-2260218 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com 04 - 649 3976
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
) : . _ N.39 PULAU BETONG

1 bty I, siisre el ueielin Aell }B oL YB Haii Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 2131
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 383 2131
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
Y% Phee BoonhPoh (1) O?Aé - %1%% 05%%

n nan v.my; -
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745
N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871
yélgr:ADAE.G HALANG T) 04 - 530 3028

ong Eng -
chong.eng@penang.gov.my H 04 - 530 3028
S DAP PENANG HQ

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT dappg@streamyx.com 04 - 228 8482
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo T) 04 - 226 2464 04 - 228 8514

ingh nan v.m F) 04 - 227 2464
N.37 BATU MAUNG PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah

T)

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

(
ET) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04- 576 7606

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 -390 5109

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Zulkifli lorahim (T
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim M

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA
Ramli Omar

(T) 012 - 487 3070

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rosli Hasan

(T) 010 - 468 5990

YB Zairil Khir Johari

tkhidmatn37@gmail.com 04 - 626 1442
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL

YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04- 3310163
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

hajifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

m 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04-351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04- 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah

ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women'’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA

KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA

FERI (GEORGETOWN)
( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP
BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Kalendar Pelancongan

SALURAN RASMI UNTUK
INFO TERKINI KEMPEN
PENANG LAWAN COVID-19

0 penanglawancovid19 |

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

Y

2]
</ penanglawancovid19.com )

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 -280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

o t.me/penanglawancovid19 |

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04-829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

}T{ 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

(M

Saluran Rasmi Kempen Penang Lawan Covid-19

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

o penanglawancovid19
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uStory by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

Or that they still exist in Penang?
Most likely not many are aware of
the existence of such operators.

“Those days there were people going
around collecting bottles in the neigh-
bourhood but now we do not see them
anymore,”’ K. Paramasiwam told Buletin

EVER heard of glass bottle recyclers?

Mutiara in a recent interview at his store-
house.

While the 66-year-old possesses a
quiet personality, he is as tough as nails
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at work. When sharing the insights of
his business, Paramasiwam expressed
doubts that there would be any takers to
continue his legacy.

According to Paramasiwam, his shop
was established in 1926 by his relatives
and he only took over the business in
2013 after his retirement at the age of
55.

"In the 70s after | had finished my
schooling, | worked in the scrap business
for about two to three years before secur-
ing a job in a factory.

"I was a production operator before go-
ing on to become a production manager. |
was attached to the factory for 34 years.

“Then upon my retirement, | decided
to venture into this business. | wanted
to generate an income since my children
were still studying, " he said.

Paramasiwam said he got 90% of his
bottle supplies from Thailand as only a
handful of local people send their used
bottles to his shop.

"Most of the locals do not know that
there are bottle collectors like me. Only
those who are nearby come to trade in
their bottles.

"Previously, there used to be five other
shops doing this business but due to the

! It'may be
meticulousiwork
butiParamasiwam

? sortsfoutithe ™=
bottles g_arefully.

i o,
-

significant drop of bottle supplies, they
closed down.

"Fortunately, | have some good friends
who help me get my supplies," he added.

Paramasiwam, who knows how to sort
out the bottles like the back of his hand,
said he is the only person handling the
business.

"I single-handedly operate the busi-
ness. With the income that | am gener-
ating, it would be difficult for me to hire
extra hands.

"The price for the bottles traded de-
pends on the size and demand. It ranges
from three sen to 15 sen.

"I first send the traded bottles for
cleaning after which | will send them to
their manufacturers, such as the chili
sauce and liquor manufacturers," said
Paramasiwam.

Paramasiwam said he would hand over
the business to anyone interested in con-
tinuing the legacy.

"If there is no one, then | will be the
'last man standing’," he added.

Paramasiwam's shop, called TMI Trad-
ers, is located at 101-159, Lebuh Victo-
ria.

It is open daily from 10am to 6pm ex-
cept on Sundays.

Imported glass bottle supplies from
Thailand packed!inigunny/sacks.
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UTSTANDING support and
enerous contributions
are key terms to describe

the ongoing success of the state-
level “E-Learning Computer Pro-
gramme”.

Having already collected 492
electronic devices from various
stakeholders under this programme,
Solarvest Holdings Berhad became
the latest addition to contribute 15
units of laptops to make it 507 units
in total as of now.

The programme is aimed at
providing needy students with elec-
tronic devices so that they can ac-
cess online studies due to the on-
going Covid-19 pandemic.

Out of the 507 units, 350 units
had been repaired, 14 units are
still being repaired while 128 units
had been disposed off because
they could not be recycled.

Chong Eng, who is the state ex-
ecutive councillor in charge of So-

More Iaptops for—-n |
students

Chong Eng (third from right) receiving a laptop from Chew at the electronic devices handover

ceremony.

cial Development and Non-lslamic
Religious Affairs, and who oversees
the programme, was overwhelmed
with the continuous support where
the programme is concerned.

“Thank you for the generosity
shown thus far by various parties as
it shows how much importance all
of you give towards education.

“It is with great confidence that |
put forth my hope and faith for more
and more contributions to come in
due time to benefit more students,”
Chong Eng said during a brief elec-
tronic devices handover ceremony
by Solarvest at Komtar on Oct 9.

Solarvest was founded in 2012
with the vision to create a world
where clean energy is easily acces-
sible to many.

Since then, the company has
been reputable and advocating
for solar energy adoption and has
grown to be a leading solar turn-
key engineering, procurement,
construction and commissioning
(“EPCC”) service provider.

Its branch manager Chew Chun

Wei, who also holds the senior
project manager title, said it was
a privilege to be part of the pro-
gramme and thanked the Penang
government for making it possible
for the company to contribute the
electronic devices.

“It gives us utmost pleasure to
see our contributions actually ben-
efit many students who are in need
of these devices during these criti-
cal times,” he added.

Addressing issues of mental
health a collective effort

FAMILY is supposed to be a “safe
space” for its members. Sadly,
some families have become un-
safe, especially for women and
children.

Penang Social Development
and Non-Islamic Religious Affairs
Committee chairman Chong Eng
said cases of domestic violence
could be associated with weak
mental health and emotional dis-
tress.

“The people face different types
of pressure daily — from work, fam-
ily or others — which can lead to
mental health problems.

“However, many are not even
aware that they are experiencing
mental health problems.

“Others who are aware of their
mental health conditions, may
feel uncomfortable to consult a
psychiatrist or a counsellor fear-
ing being stigmatised.

“This is the perception that
the community, as a whole, has
to overcome,” she said in her
speech at the Sneham Public
Training and Volunteer Recruit-
ment event in Penang Harmony
Centre on Oct 17.

Chong Eng congratulated Sne-

ham Malaysia Welfare Association
founder Datuk Dr Florence Sinniah
and her team for organising such a
meaningful event.

Florence said the change in life-
style and adaption of new norms
due to the Covid-19 pandemic
bring positive and negative im-
pacts to the people.

“The number of depression cas-
es as well as domestic violence
cases have increased.

“We received many such re-
ports during the movement control
order (MCO) period.

“The Penang government is pro-
active in addressing the issue of
domestic violence.

“The state recently introduced
the Penang Safe Family Policy to
facilitate victims of domestic vio-
lence.

“We are committed to working
together with the Penang govern-
ment to help the community,” she
said.

Among those present were
Sneham Malaysia patron Prof Da-
tuk Dr GP Doraisamy and Penang
Women’s Development Corpora-
tion chief executive officer Ong Bee
Leng.

M Summit Group lends a helping hand

PROPERTY developer M Summit
Group became the latest corpo-
rate company to assist the Penang
government in the fight against Co-
vid-19 when it donated 20,000 face
masks to the state government.

Its founder and managing di-
rector Datuk Albert Moh said the
contribution is timely in view of the
recent spike in Covid-19 cases in
Penang.

“We know we are all in for an
uphill battle but if everyone chips
in, | believe the impossible can be
possible.

“This is a crucial time for every-
one to stand in solidarity and work
towards a common goal which is to
flatten the Covid-19 infection curve.

“The contribution of 20,000 face
masks is also part of our corporate
social responsibility (CSR) efforts
held in conjunction with our 20th an-
niversary in November,” Albert said
during a brief handover ceremony of
the supplies in Komtar on Oct 21.

He was accompanied by M Sum-
mit Group development planning
manager Moh Wei Ren, M Summit
191 Executive Hotel Suites general
manager Moh Wei Ken, M Summit
Group managing director's personal
assistant Nurlina Anas and its cor-
porate communications manager
Ng Su-Ann.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who received the supplies on be-
half of the state, commended the

company for its concern over the
well-being of Penangites.

“The Penang government also
hopes more companies will step
forward to assist the state in our
fight against the pandemic,” said
Chow.

On a separate matter, hardware
company Zingsway Hardware Trad-
ing Sdn Bhd has also come forward
to make a contribution to Sekolah
Menengah Kebangsaan St Xavier
(SXI) and to the state’s “E-Learning
Computer Programme”.

Zingsway Hardware Trading was
represented by its managing direc-
tor Koay Yee Yong while SXI was
represented by its Parent-Teacher
Association (PIBG) chairman Victor
Tan.

For the school, Koay said the
company donated workshop equip-
ment to be used by the students as
part of their learning process.

“We also donated one laptop to
the state’s ‘E-Learning Computer
Programme’.

“All of these totalled RM9,000,”
he said.

Chow appreciated the move tak-
en by the company in helping stu-
dents in their learning.

Other representatives of Zing-
sway Hardware Trading were its
director Lim Yin Peng, ecommerce
administrator Lee Seng Tiong and
ecommerce editor Thurganesvery ¢

FAMILY SEEKS AID FOR
DAUGHTER'S SURGERY

A FAMILY is seeking a donation
of RM15,000 for their bedridden
daughter to undergo leg
surgery. Ng Siew Chew, 58,
said her daughter Lo Lay Khim,
37, formerly a kindergarten
teacher, was diagnosed with
kidney failure five years ago and
has been undergoing dialysis
treatment. She said Lay Khim
had a bad fall recently and
could not walk after surgery

on her left leg. She has been
bedridden since August and
has to go under the knife

again. “| am appealing to good
Samaritans for help as | am the
sole breadwinner of the family. |
need to take care of my cancer-
stricken husband too,” said

Ng, a hawker, when met at her
home in Paya Terubong. Paya
Terubong assemblyman Yeoh
Soon Hin, who was present,
contributed RM2,000 to the
family. Contact 012-4219941
for any donat|on to be made
HELP FOR PRISON
AUTHORITIES, INMATES
NON-GOVERNMENTAL
organisation (NGO) Buddhist
Tzu-Chi Merits Society Malaysia
in Penang contributed 100
pieces of isolation gowns, 200
nursing caps, 200 shoe covers,
1,000 gloves, 200 surgical
masks and 500 face shields

to the Seberang Perai Prison

in Jawi on Oct 19. Earlier on
Oct 16, Tzu-Chi donated 150
multipurpose foldable beds,
3,000 pieces of isolation
gowns, 5,000 face masks and
5,000 gloves to the Penang
Prison. Its commissioner Khoo
Boo Leong said the society
would do whatever it could to
support the prison authorities to
fight Covid-19.

MANY THANKS TO BATU
MAUNG REP

JOY was written all over the
face of hawker S.H. Poh when
she came to thank Batu Maung
assemblyman Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain in Komtar

for helping her 12-year-old
grandniece obtain an identity
card (MyKad) recently. Poh
said she has been helping to
take care of her grandniece
since she was eight months
old after the latter’s mother
left the family. The problem to
obtain the identity card arose
when the girl’s father passed
away in an accident last April.
She, however, has other proper
documents like birth certificate
and MyKid, an identity card
issued to children under 12
years old.

Chandran Segeran.
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IOUSANDS of people, es-
pecially students, have vis-
ited Tech Dome Penang (TDP)

since it was officially opened on July
16, 2016.

TDP’s primary mission is to pro-
mote and develop interest in STEM
(science, technology, engineering
and mathematics) among the youth
and students. It plays an important
role to inspire, educate and show
that science is fun.

STEM advances rapidly today
and Penang’s and Malaysia’'s well-
being depends on us as a nation
being able to tap into those ad-
vances.

With about only 20% of students
enrolled in science stream in our
schools, this does not bode well for
our future.

2020 is a year that TDP chief ex-
ecutive officer Dr Khong Yoon Loong
was looking forward to be one of
its best years but the Covid-19 pan-
demic has turned everything upside
down.

“We simply could not do any-
thing during the movement control
order (MCO) from March. We could
not visit the schools to run pro-
grammes nor could they come over
to Tech Dome Penang for our work-
shops and events,” Khong said in
a recent interview with Buletin Mu-
tiara.

“A big portion of our income is
actually through sponsorship for
our programmes with schools and
the public. And since we cannot en-
gage schools and the public, there
is little we can approach the spon-
sors with. In any case, many of our
sponsors are also facing downturns
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Teaching wonders of science
amidst tough challenges

Khong inside the Tech Dome Penang with the rocket models
donated by China Science and Technology Museum in the
background.

due to Covid.

“The number of visitors has
fallen by 90% since we reopened
on July 15. Right now, we are un-
certain of what is going to happen
next year.”

As the CEO, Khong's first con-
cern is the finances.

In order not to lay off any of
his 23 fultime and parttime
staff members, he himself had
gone without pay for three months
while those who earn more than
RM4,000 had taken a 25% pay cut
for three months.

TDP then took up the Prihatin
package offered by the federal gov-
ernment in May.

Khong said he was grateful to
the Penang government for recently

approving TDP’s application for an
allocation of RM200,000.

The amount, he said, would help
cover their November and Decem-
ber salaries, saving every employ-
ee from having to take a 50% pay
cut during those months on top of
the planned cuts in the previous
months.

“Our financial model is different
compared to some government
agencies. We sustained ourselves
financially mainly through our own
initiatives. So, | spend quite a lot
of time figuring out how to generate
revenue to sustain and grow TDP,”
added Khong, who wished he has
more time to promote STEM.

He said admission ticket sales
contributed 30 to 40% to their in-

come while the rest of the revenue
came mainly from running pro-
grammes for schools, organising
overseas student exchange pro-
grammes, organising team building
programmes and workshops and
special projects to develop science
centres and exhibits.

In 2018, TDP set up a new
Space Exploration Gallery in one
section of its 32,000sq ft geodesic
dome with contributions from the
state government and the China
Science and Technology Museum
(CSTM), Beijing.

The most noticeable exhibits
there are four Long March rocket
models donated by CSTM.

TDP also collaborated with AEON
(M) Bhd to set up a Mini Science
and Discovery Centre at their larg-
est mall in Nilai, Negri Sembilan.

It has also worked with many
other partners in many of their pro-
grammes like the Japanese Tech-
nology Weekend, Food, Art, Science
and Technology symposium, the
Mental Health series with Kiwanis
Penang Central, Early Childhood
and Care Education (ECCE) for their
National ECCE week, UBTech, a top
10 global robotics company, Den-
gue Symposium, and Nolato EMC
Production Centre on the Faraday
Cage exhibit, their yearly fund-raiser
Glo-Walk among many others.

Over the last three years, TDP
welcomed 500 overseas students
mainly from Thailand and Taiwan to
Penang for their student exchange
programmes and at the same time
helped arrange reciprocal visits for
120 local students to Bangkok,

Taipei, Kaohsiung and Guang Dong
through collaborations with the sci-
ence centres there.

This initiative also helps the
state’s economy through education
tourism. TDP was expecting to grow
this programme through the years.

This year and 2021, TDP was
planning to expand this programme

with students from China, India
and Vietnam but this initiative has
evaporated for now following the
coronavirus outbreak.

During the MCO, TDP conducted
online programmes, called Sci-
ence@Home and Science Stream,
for kids and the public respectively.

The 15 Science Stream pro-
grammes produced during the
MCO period featured two special-
ists from China — Dr Gu Li from the
Department of Infectious Disease
and Clinical Microbiology Director
at Beijing Chaoyang Hospital and Dr
Zhang Zhi Chen from the Emergen-
cy Stroke Centre of Beijing Univer-
sity of Chinese medicine — to talk
about China’s experience on how
they managed Covid-19.

Although TDP is less than five
years old, it is recognised interna-
tionally. Khong himself has been in-
vited to give talks in China, Taiwan
and Australia.

Also, TDP’s education and exhib-
its manager Sean Lee Kuan Shern
has been awarded the ASPAC Fel-
lowship in Brisbane, Australia in
2019 and Taipei in 2018.

TDP was also invited to be part
of the People and Planet Alliance,
a consortium of about 40 science
centres globally headed by the Nat-
ural History Museum, London.

It is hoped that its effort will,
at some point, help to reverse

the trend of declining interest
in STEM among youths as this
is a concern of the Penang gov-
ernment.

Four years on with an
engagement rate of over
600,000 visitors and stu-
dents, international recogni-
tion, scores of STEM events,
a player in edutourism and
other accolades, TDP has
indeed been a worthwhile
investment by the Penang
government in the prepara-
tion for a STEM future for our

young.

A family observing
electromagnetism at
work.



Country’s first vanilla smart
farm makes it to MBR

THE Penangbased social enter
prise Kairos Agriculture has been
awarded the Malaysia Book of Re-
cords (MBR) certificate in recogni-
tion of establishing the “First Vanilla
Smart Farm in Malaysia”.

Its managing director Ezra Tan
Koon Hock received the award
from MBR chief operating officer
Christopher Wong while witnessed
by Governor Tun Abdul Rahman Ab-
bas during the official ceremony at
the farm on Oct 5.

Located in Penanti, Seberang
Perai, the farm sits on a six-acre
plot in the Permatang Pauh Agro-
Park and Integrated Eco-Farm.

“We know it's not easy to get
this award. Thus, on behalf of Kai-
ros Agriculture, | would like to thank
the state government for their con-

tinuous support to us,” Tan said.

According to Tan, the company
also plans to set up a vanilla cafe at
the farm by the end of December.

“Our farm is not open to the pub-
lic yet, but we are looking forward
to that soon,” he added.

Kairos Agriculture is fully owned
by Jubli Rebak Baru Sdn Bhd.

It was launched by Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow on Aug 15 this
year.

During the ceremony, a memo-
randum of agreement (MoA) was
signed between Kairos Agriculture
and PWD Smart Farmability while
witnessed by Abdul Rahman and
Seberang Perai City Council (MBSP)
mayor Datuk Rozali Mohamud.

Kairos Agriculture was repre-
sented by Tan and PWD by its

BN = RAIN D

el LAWATAN T.7.T TUN DATO' SERI UTAMA [Dr.| HAJ ABDUL RAHMAMN B

YAMG DI-PERTUA NEGERI PULAL PINANG

&
YHAB| M DATO" SERI UTAMA HAJAH MANMOR BINTI I

KE

= GRICULTURE {MALAYSEA FIRST SMART FARM)]
ﬁ'} 5 Okagbar 2000 (lenle) | Jom: 307

Tan (third from right) receiving the award certificate from Wong (fourth from right) while
witnessed by Abdul Rahman. Also in the pix are Abdul Razak (second row, left), Norlela (second
row, second from left), Rozali (second row, fourth from left) and other guests.

founder and chief executive officer
Dr Billy Tang.

Under the terms of the MoA,
Kairos Agriculture and PWD will co-
operate to create a model of a farm
that is economically and environ-

mentally sustainable, by improving
the health of the community and
environment through a social enter-
prise model.

Also present during the cer
emony were state Agrotech and

Food Security, Rural Development
and Health Committee chairman Dr
Norlela Ariffin, Chief Minister Incor-
porated deputy general manager S.
Bharathi and state Secretary Datuk
Abdul Razak Jaafar.

=Pix by Chan Kok Kuan

made the state proud when it won the

Mobility category in the fourth World
Smart Sustainable Cities Organisation
(WeGo) Awards recently.

State Local Government, Housing, Town
and County Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo congratulated MBPP
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang and his team
for coming out tops at yet another interna-
tional level competition.

He said when WeGO was formed in
2010, it had 50 founding members. But
today, it has grown to 200 members con-
sisting of local councils, smart technology
industry players, regional and international
institutions committed to the transforma-
tion of sustainable cities.

He added it was also the objective of
all state agencies and local councils to
make the state cleaner, greener, safer and
healthier as Penang pursues its 2030 vi-
sion of a “Family Focused Green and Smart
State that Inspires the Nation”.

“I'm very glad that MBPP has emerged
victorious in the Mobility category of the
4th WeGO Awards,” Jagdeep told a press
conference in Komtar on Oct 1.

“MBPP submitted two entries, one for

THE Penang Island City Council (MBPP)

emony this year and would announce the
new date at a later time.

Yew said the award would further spur
MBPP to work harder to provide beneficial
services to the people.

“This is the first time we're participat-
ing in the award. The achievement is due
to teamwork. The victory will inspire us to
be more committed to serving the people,”
Yew said.

There were six categories in the 4th
WeGo Awards and the winners were an-
nounced on Sept 29.

Besides the Mobility category and Sus-
tainable City category, the other four cate-
gories are Efficient Government, Emerging
Technology, Open and Inclusive City, and
Safe City.

Belo Horizonte took the silver and Teh-
ran received special mention in the Mobil-
ity category.

The other categories winners are as
follows: Efficient Government — Goyang

Yew (centre) and his MBPP staff members rejoice over the WeGO Awards 2020.

(gold), Moscow (silver), Makati (special
mention); Emerging Technology — Seong-
nam (gold), Jeju (silver), Lima (special men-
tion), Open and Inclusive City — Sao Paulo
(gold), Jakarta (silver) and Sejong (special
mention); Safe City — Mexico City (gold),
Belo Horizonte (silver) and Goyang (special
mention); and Sustainable City — Istanbul
(gold), Mashhad (silver) and Iskandar (spe-

cial mention).

Other previous awards that MBPP has
bagged were Green Initiative Award for
Sungai Ara Taman Ara Jajar project, Clima-
thon Global Awards, Asean Clean Tourist
City (ACTC), Asean Public Toilet Standard
2019-2021, Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) Special Award, MyPLACE
Award, and Diamond Recognition Award.
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Mobility category and the other for Sustain-
able City category. MBPP also made it to
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