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uStory by K.H. Ong

HIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow has
Creshufﬂed the state executive coun-

cil (exco) portfolios almost midway
through its term, stressing that the move
is to enhance governance and prepare for
SOCio-economic recovery.

The new portfolios took effect from
Sept 15 until the end of the current term.

In announcing on Sept 9 that some
portfolios have been merged and renamed
to streamline lengthy names, Chow said
he would be responsible for Land and Eco-
nomic Development portfolio and Commu-
nications portfolio, and would relinquish
the Transport portfolio.

He explained that he would be taking
over the Economic Planning portfolio from
Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P. Rama-
samy as economic planning and develop-
ment at the state level is inescapably tied
to land management.

Chow held three portfolios, namely
Communications, Land Matters & Develop-
ment, and Transport, before the reshuffle.

“The economic challenges that the
people of Penang are facing require that
economic planning be given top priority,”
Chow told a press conference in Komtar.

“Where MNCs are concerned, Penang
has no doubt been managing very well but
given the expected shifts in global supply
chains and the benefits that Penang can
reap from this, | will now be responsible
for the merged portfolio called ‘Land and
Economic Development’.

“The importance of SMEs to Penang’s
economy and the livelihood of a large seg-
ment of Penang’s people also require the
chief minister to coordinate policies that
can best help them to survive, to be resil-
ient and to thrive.”

Chow added that the recently created
Digital Penang under his chairmanship
would give horizontal support to all excos
and agencies for the development of Pen-
ang’s digital economy.

He also announced that the function of
Penang Institute, the state think tank, in
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policy making and implementation would
be intensified through the involvement
of its staff in the exco offices at an early
stage of policy making.

“A policy discussion platform based on
this involvement will be set up at Penang
Institute and will involve various experts
and actors from the public and private sec-

tors, the academic world, non-governmen-
tal organisations and other think tanks.
This will be set up as soon as possible,”
Chow said.

His Transport portfolio was taken over
by Zairil Khir Johari, who is also in charge
of the Infrastructure portfolio, a combina-
tion of functions once sorted under Flood

Penang reshuffles
exco portfolios

Mitigation, Public Works and Utilities.

Ramasamy remains in charge of Hu-
man Resources (formerly known as Hu-
man Capital Development), Education, and
Science & Technology.

Yeoh Soon Hin remains in charge of
Tourism but has been given a new portfo-
lio, called Creative Economy, which han-
dles matters related to heritage, arts and
culture.

Chow said putting Arts, Culture and Her-
itage under the new portfolio of Creative
Economy is aimed at energising these sec-
tors and developing them in their own right.

On tourism, Chow said re-strategising
and rethinking are sorely needed in the
coming months to save and rebuild what is
a critical economic sector for Penang and
its many small companies because of the
havoc created by the Covid-19 pandemic.

For arts and culture, he said the pan-
demic calls for new efforts to be made to
excite young energies in Penang and to im-
port new technologies, art media and mar-
keting channels for a cultural renaissance
in the state.

The Agriculture and Agro-based Indus-
tries portfolio is renamed Agrotech and
Food Security portfolio and is still under
the responsibility of Dr Norlela Ariffin, who
also maintains the Rural Development and
Health portfolios.

Chow said the creation of the Agro-
tech and Food Security portfolio is to
stimulate investments in the adoption of
technology in the development of the ag-
riculture sector.

* Turn to page 2
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HE Penang Water Sup-
Tply Corporation (PBAPP)

has initiated the Penang
Water Supply Initiative 2050
(PWSI 2050), comprising three
contingency plans, to mitigate
the raw water supply risks in
Penang.

PBAPP is the principal sub-
sidiary of PBA Holdings Berhad
(PBAHB).

PBAPP and PBAHB chief exec-
utive officer Datuk Jaseni Mai-
dinsa (pix) said the three con-
tingency plans under the PWSI
2050 were the implementation
of Package 12A of the Sungai
Dua Water Treatment Plant, the
tapping of Sungai Perai as an
additional water resource for
the state, and the construc-
tion of a sea water desalination
facility in the southern area of
Penang island.

“Package 12A involves the
construction of a new 114 mil-
lion litres per day (MLD) water
treatment module in the Sun-
gai Dua Water Treatment Plant.
It will allow PBAPP to produce
more treated water to meet the
water supply needs in Penang,
pending the implementation of
the Sungai Perak Raw Water
Transfer Scheme (SPRWTS).
Package 12A is scheduled to
start next year,” Jaseni said.

“The second plan, called
the Sungai Perai Water Sup-
ply Scheme (SPWSS), involves
tapping Sungai Perai as an ad-

Contingency plans to mitigate
raw water supply nsks

We will explore the possibility
of employing alternative wa-
ter treatment technologies to
properly treat the raw water for
human consumption; as previ-
ous engineering studies have
indicated that raw water from
this river may not be safely
treated using conventional wa-
ter treatment technology.

“The SPWSS has a potential
yield of 136 MLD,” he said.

Jaseni said Phase One of
the Penang Desalination Water
Supply Scheme (PDWSS) was
scheduled for commissioning
in December 2024.

“Subsequent phases may be
implemented until 2050 since
Penang is surrounded by sea,
with theoretically unlimited ac-

“The purpose of the PDWSS
is to address the increasing
water supply needs in Balik Pu-
lau and the surrounding areas;
as well as for the tri-islands
Penang South reclamation
project towards 2030,” Jaseni
told a press conference after
the 20th annual general meet-
ing of PBAHB at Setia SPICE
Convention Centre on Sept 8.

He said the calculated poten-
tial yield of PDWSS is 250 MLD.

PBAPP has commissioned
a feasibility study on the pro-
posed PWSI 2050 projects.

Jaseni said: “The feasibility
study, which is currently be-
ing conducted by an indepen-
dent engineering consultant,
is scheduled for completion by
January 2021.”

He added that the imple-
mentation of PWSI 2050 was
crucial due to three key factors
— the SPRWTS has not been
implemented by the federal
government and direct talks
with Perak have reached a
stalemate; Sungai Muda may
only be able to meet Penang
and Kedah's raw water needs
until 2025; and the impact of
climate change endangering
water supply security in Pen-

ditional raw water resource. cess to sea water. ang.
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PBAHB greenlights single tier final
dividend payout of 1.75 sen per share

THE 20th annual general meet-
ing (AGM) of PBA Holdings Ber-
had (PBAHB) has approved a
single tier final dividend of 1.75
sen per share for the financial
year ending Dec 31, 2019.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who is also the PBA Hold-
ings Berhad chairman, said the
company had earlier paid a first
interim single tier dividend of
1.75 sen per share, with refer-
ence to the 2019 financial year,
to the shareholders on Jan 10
this year.

“With the approval of this final
dividend, PBAHB is rewarding its
shareholders with a net single
tier dividend, proposed and de-
clared, of 3.50 sen for the 2019
financial year.

“This year marks the 19th
year in which PBAHB is paying
dividends to its shareholders,”

Chow told a press conference af-
ter the AGM at Setia SPICE Con-
vention Centre on Sept 8.

Chow said PBAHB recorded a
total revenue and other operat-
ing income of RM363.14 million
during the year in review.

“The profit after tax (PAT) for
2019 was recorded as RM25.15
million,” he said.

The PAT was achieved without
a water tariff review in Penang
last year.

It is important to note that
the domestic water tariff for
consumption of the first 35,000
litres of water per month in Pen-
ang remains the lowest in the
country, at RM0.32 per 1,000
litres.

The national average for this
category of domestic consump-
tion was 122% higher, at RMO.71
per 1,000 litres in 2018.

CM: Exco members
must work in synergy

* from page 1

From Sept 15, Deputy Chief
Minister | Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin
Abdul Rahman would take over the
Cooperatives portfolio from Da-
tuk Abdul Halim Hussain besides
maintaining the Islamic Affairs and
Community Empowerment (for-
merly called Community Relations)
portfolios.

He would no longer hold the
Industrial Development portfolio.
That portfolio, however, would be
passed on to Abdul Halim, who
will hold the combined Trade and
Industry portfolio as well as the
Entrepreneurial Development port-
folio.

Phee Boon Poh is maintaining
his Environment and Welfare port-
folios.

Chong Eng will be responsible
for Social Development portfolio,
which combines matters related to
the Women & Family Development
and Gender Inclusiveness. She is
also still in charge of Non-Islamic
Religious Affairs.

State executive  councillors

Jagdeep Singh Deo and Soon Lip
Chee are both unaffected by the
shake-up.

Jagdeep remains in charge of
Housing, Local Government, Town
& Country Planning portfolios
while Soon heads the Youth and
Sports portfolios.

Asked by a reporter whether
there would be overlap of responsi-
bilities among some of the portfoli-
0s, Chow said overlaps are bound
to happen from time to time.

“Each exco member will have
his or her focus areas but has to
work in synergy, not in silo. The
government must function as a
whole.

“We hope to serve as a team.
Ultimately, the exco would be
responsible for all affairs in the
state. The respective exco mem-
ber gives special attention to his
portfolio and is personally ac-
countable and answerable for mat-
ters that fall under his portfolio.

“But we are all collectively re-
sponsible to the people of Penang
and to the state,” Chow replied.



RK on the Penang
South Reclamation (PSR)
project is expected to be-

gin in the first quarter of next year.

Penang Infrastructure Corpora-
tion Sdn Bhd (PICSB) chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Seri Farizan Darus
said the implementation works of
Island A would be the first to start.

“The scheduled reclamation
works will be done in phases. The
first phase involves reclaiming
1,200 acres of Island A.

“Phase One is expected to take
about four years to complete,”
Farizan told Buletin Mutiara at the
stakeholders’ engagement centre
(Pusat Perkhidmatan Setempat Ne-
layan), off Permatang Damar Laut
on Sept 2.

The triislands PSR project (Is-
lands A, B and C) will be located
at the south-end of Penang island,
measuring a total of 4,500 acres in
land size.

Island A will be 2,300 acres in
size, Island B 1,400 acres and Is-
land C will be 800 acres.

Farizan said it would take about
nine years to fully reclaim Island A.

“We expect to be able to start
selling by the fourth year,” he
added.

The PICSB is the special pur-
pose vehicle that will be leading
the implementation of the mega
projects under the Penang Trans-
port Master Plan (PTMP).

PICSB was incorporated on July
9 this year.

The company will be working on
the implementation of mega proj-
ects in the state, such as the Bay-
an Lepas LRT (BL LRT), Pan Island
Link 1 and 2A (PIL 1 and PIL 2A)
and the Penang South Reclamation
(PSR) that have been entrusted to
SRS Consortium as the project de-
livery partner.
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PICSB will also be working on
the implementation of the three
highways and the undersea tunnel
projects that are entrusted to Con-
sortium Zenith Construction (CZC)
Sdn Bhd as the design and built
contractor.

In addition, the PICSB will be
involved in the planning and devel-
opment of the PSR, which includes
the topside development.

Farizan said it has been the
state’s intention to meet the con-
ditions set by the Department of
Environment (DoE) for the PSR proj-
ect.

“Some conditions have to be
complied prior to the implementa-
tion of the project while others will
have to be complied during imple-
mentation.

“We have to start the project be-

N

fore June 24 next year. The Environ-
mental Impact Assessment (EIA)
report of the PSR was approved by
the DoE on June 25, 2019, with 72
conditions to be complied with,” he
said, adding that the EIA approval
has a two-year validity period.

Stakeholders engagement

Over 5,000 people have been
engaged since December 2015 to
July this year.

Farizan said various parties
have been engaged over the years;
such as fishermen, beach us-
ers, business operators and even
hatchery operators.

“A total of 5,762 people have
been engaged. The stakeholders
can get updated and correct infor-
mation pertaining to the PSR proj-
ect from the stakeholders’ engage-
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ment centres,” he said.

There are currently two cen-
tres available — one in Permatang
Damar Laut and the other in Gertak
Sanggul.

Better facilities, brighter future

Farizan said the fishermen
would not be “directly” impacted by
the land reclamation.

“The reclamation works will not
be done from the shore onwards.
Instead, it will be done 250m away
from the shore (seaward), allowing
a 250m water channel for the fish-
ermen to conduct fishing activities
and to navigate towards the deeper
end of the sea.

“There will also be a 250m chan-
nel between Islands A, B and C.

“We try to cater to the requests
of the fishermen to ensure a win-

It

win situation. The fishermen can go
out to sea and continue their fish-
ing activities despite the reclama-
tion works,” he said.

SRS Consortium deputy project
director Azmi Mohamad said the
250m water channel proposal was
considered after taking into consid-
eration the hydraulic studies and
reports that were approved by the
Department of Irrigation and Drain-
age (DID).

SRS Consortium strategic
communications and stakeholder
management department head
Audrey Lakai said it was being
proposed that four fishermen jet-
ties be built to assist the fisher-
men units affected by the recla-
mation works.

Farizan said one of the jetties
would be located near the pro-
posed Bayan Lepas LRT station in
Permatang Damar Laut.

“It is a prime location and it has
a huge potential. Travellers using
the Bayan Lepas LRT can hop off
at the LRT station in Permatang
Damar Laut and enjoy a nice sea-
food meal before heading to their
next destination.

“We hope to provide better fa-
cilities to uplift the livelihood of the
fishermen and the communities liv-
ing in the area with the implemen-
tation of the PSR project,” Farizan
said.

He added it is important for the
PSR project to materialise as it is
the funding model of the PTMP.

THE Penang International Halal
Hub (PIHH) Development Sdn Bhd
has rebranded itself by changing
its name to Penang Halal Interna-
tional Sdn Bhd (PHI).

The rebranding, which is part of
the company’s strategy to take the
halal industry and Penang’s econo-
my to greater heights, also comes
with a new logo.

PHI chief executive officer Aida
Lim Abdullah (pix) said the Com-
panies Commission of Malaysia
(SSM) approved the change of the
new name on July 10.

“The new company name and
branding are to enhance the clarity
of the company’s vision, mission,
objective and purpose.

“Meanwhile, the logo consists
of a logomark and a wordmark.
The logo carries a modern and so-
phisticated approach to convey the
confidence and trustworthiness of

Rebranding for Penang halal firm

PHI on a global scale.

“Both the name and logo also
represent our aspiration to drive
inclusivity of industry participants
and business community to strive
towards ‘Syariah, Halal & Toyyiban’
way of life.

“But, the key purpose of the
rebranding is to highlight that PHI
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will continue to build, develop and
grow the halal industry and guide
the business entities to be more
competitive in both domestic and
international markets,” Aida said
in her speech before Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow launched the PHI
new name and logo on Sept 11.
Also present was state Domes-

tic Trade, Consumer Affairs and
Entrepreneurship Development
Committee chairman Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain.

Chow thanked PHI for the amaz-
ing effort and dedication in guiding
and developing entrepreneurs by
organising talks and courses over
the years.

“It is my fervent hope that with
these initiatives, each and every-
one of us will gear up momentum
to revive the entrepreneurial spirit
and drive the economy of our state
and country,” he said.

According to Chow, the rebrand-
ing and clarity of the company
name as Penang Halal Internation-
al Sdn Bhd would help to direct and
attract more international investors
and businesses to look at Penang.

“We want them to make Pen-
ang their preferred destination for
halal investment and halal market-
place,” he added.

The halal company was estab-
lished in 2008 by then Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng to facilitate
and promote the halal industry in
Penang.
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featured

innovations
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OME 40 innovative products
Sand services will be selected

and showcased as 2020’s
Featured Innovations at the TECH-
FEST Live! in Penang.

The threeday digjtal festival —
both virtual and through specially
curated physical events, as well as
live broadcast conversations — will
take place at the Setia SPICE Con-
vention Centre in Bayan Baru from
Nov 18 to 20.

Penang will also host the run-up
to the World Congress on Informa-
tion Technology as ROAD-TO-WCIT
Malaysia simultaneously at the
same venue, hosting some 120
global speakers and subject matter
experts. ROAD-TO-WCIT Malaysia is
a lead-up to the World Congress on
Information Technology WCIT Malay-
sia 2022.

WCIT2020 Sdn Bhd chief execu-
tive officer Low Ngai Yuen said an

important highlight of TECHFEST
Live! would be to put the spotlight
on companies that are disrupting
the old and doing new things that
have high societal values and give
them exposure and opportunities
to build traction and explore market
access.

“These companies are those
that more people should know
about because they are really solv-
ing problems. We are giving them
three minutes to promote their solu-
tions on live broadcast, ala a home
shopping programme but for tech
solutions.

“Additionally, the founder will
also be interviewed to increase
audience’s affinity to their stories.
Of course, the companies will also
have access to pitch to investors,”
Low explained in an interview at
Komtar recently.

“The TECHFEST that we are build-
ing comes from a vision to make
conversations on technology inclu-
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(From left) Low, Ooi and Kong holding up a poster that welcomes DABAO as one of the featured
innovations at Penang TECHFEST Live.

sive and accessible to everyone.

“The digital festival will be packed
with immersive reality experiences
and interactive programmes which
will have insights from industry lead-
ers, present the latest technology
and share inspiring impact stories
from across the world. An example
of conversations to expect include
5G technology as a means of soci-
etal transformation.

“At the same time, we will high-
light George Town, a Unesco World
Heritage Site in Penang — is culture
and tradition ready to embrace tech-
nological advancement?”

She cited DABAOQ, the latest prod-
uct of WebBytes, as an example for
a featured innovation.

WebBytes co-founder Ooi Boon
Sheng said DABAO is an organic
and sustainable solution to ensure
the success of Offline-To-Online
business strategies especially for

F&B ventures.

“It promises live broadcast and
streaming on FB and Instagram;
from the merchant’s kitchen to in-
crease audience engagement and
allow potential customers to watch
and then order food plus join along
the discussion on food while engag-
ing in other online activities.

“DABAO also allows businesses
to share behindthe-scene stories
and pictures, combining entertain-
ment, F&B, marketing and social
media all in one,” Ooi added.

Also present was ALP Capital
chief executive officer Kong Ewe
Keat.

SOLS Energy is another company
that will be featured.

Alicensed renewable energy spe-

cialist operating in Malaysia, SOLS
Energy designs, distributes, instals
and maintains solar energy systems
for residential, commercial and in-
dustrial properties. It also trains the
Orang Asli as high-paying installers
to reduce poverty amongst indig-
enous communities.

“We specialise in small scale
solar PV installation for corporate
employees homes,” said SOLS En-
ergy strategy director Hakim Albas-
rawy, whose company is backed by
Petronas.

“Home solar puts the power in
the hands of every homeowner to
reduce environmental impact.”

For more information about the
digital festival, check out http://
techfest.my.
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PDC Telco recovers RM1.82m debts

PDC Telecommunication Services
Sdn Bhd on Sept 3 announced
that a total of RM1.82 million out
of the RM2.21 million structure
rental revenue arrears had been
collected so far.

The announcement was made
following several questions that
were raised pertaining to the is-
sue and related details stated in
the 2018 Auditor-General’s report
(series 3).

A wholly-owned subsidiary of
Penang Development Corporation
(PDC), PDC Telecommunication
Services Sdn Bhd, which is better
known as PDC Telco, is the prime
mover for the telecommunications
infrastructure and service provider
in Penang and Malaysia.

Its chief executive officer, P.
Ayappan Pappu Pillay, said a
mechanism was introduced in
2018 to collect the rental arrears.

“With this new mechanism,
we’ve managed to recover RM1.82
million. The balance now stands
at RM390,000,” he said during
a press conference in Komtar on
Sept 3.

State Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari, who was also pres-
ent, said PDC Telco had already re-
duced rental arrears by 86%.

“Some of the telecommunica-
tion companies had failed to pay
their rentals regularly. That was the
reason why PDC Telco implement-
ed a mechanism, which proved to
be a success as the results speak
for themselves.

“I hope related telco compa-
nies will play their part and pay up
their rentals to avoid unforeseen
circumstances, such as getting
their rental discontinued,” Zairil
said.

Ayappan said PDC Telco saw
healthy profits gain for five con-
secutive years and pointed out the
company’s stability would enable
a smooth flow of planned activities
in the future.

The company recorded a rev-
enue of RM10.61 million in 2018
and RM12.66 million in 2019.

As for 2020, the company has
set its sights on reaching RM13
million.



ESPITE the trying times,
Dthe Penang government is

confident that the Penang
Real Estate and Housing Devel-
opers Association (Rehda) will be
able to surmount the challenges.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said he believed Penang Rehda,
through its experiences, would be
resilient in facing whatever adver-
sities or hardships.

“I think overcoming the chal-
lenges will make us all even more
resilient. And you are not new to
challenges. This industry has al-
ways been facing challenges. You
have built up resilience,” Chow
told a Penang Rehda delegation,
led by newly-elected chairman Tan
Hun Beng, during a courtesy call
on him in Komtar on Sept 10.

“How to bring Penang Rehda
forward despite all these chal-
lenges will now rest on Mr Tan’s
shoulders.

“For the past 10 over years,
Penang Rehda has been a very
important stakeholder to the state
government and we hope that you
will continue to play this role as a

CM: Penang Rehda can

overcome challenges

bridge between the government
and the industry and ultimately to
the consumers.”

Also present were state Lo-
cal Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo,
Penang Rehda immediate past
president Datuk Toh Chin Leong,
recent past chairman Datuk Jer-
ry Chan Fook Sing, and several
other office bearers.

Tan (pix) said he was happy
to have the opportunity to lead a
team to meet the chief minister.

“In these challenging times, the
housing industry is not doing very
well and we've to work very, very
hard and closely with the state,”
said Tan, who is also the IJM Pe-
rennial Development Sdn Bhd gen-
eral manager.

“I's a very highly regulated
business; everything that we are
doing needs approval from the au-
thorities, like from road to street
lighting, building, planning and in-
frastructure.

“As we all know, the basic need
for every human being is food and
shelter.

“So, housing is one of the most
essential things and nowadays it
is very expensive. We actually
have to think of how to make it
work for everybody.”

Tan said in Singapore, they al-
low house buyers to utilise their
CPF (Central Provident Fund) to
foot their instalment.

He said he had highlighted this
creative move in a recent meeting
with housing officials, including
Bank Negara personnel, so that

Malaysians, especially firsttime
buyers, could be permitted to do
the same with their EPF (Employ-
ees Provident Fund) and have a
comfortable home.

Jagdeep said the state gov-
ernment understands Rehda’s
predicament and would come out
with a guideline following certain
requests made by the association.

He, however, stressed that af-
fordable housing is still the state
government’s priority.

Chan thanked the state for con-
sidering the difficulties faced by
the housing sector at the moment.

“They have come out with cer-
tain incentives which we hope will
be implemented as soon as pos-
sible,” Chan said.

The Penang Rehda office
bearers for 2020-22: Tan Hun

Khoo Teck

Beng (chairman),
Chong (deputy chairman), Chan

Soo How (secretary), Ron Loh
Chin Chuen (assistant secre-
tary), Lau Eng Sim (treasurer);
Committee members: Datuk
Chan Fock Seng, Datuk David
Fong Chin Chong, Datuk Seri
Dr Lee Ville, Kelvin Ong Choon
Kiat, Ooi Khang Chow and Ng
Chin U.

FMM Penang, OCBC target RM500,000 at charity

THE Federation of Malaysian Man-
ufacturers Penang branch (FMM
Penang) and OCBC Bank are jointly
organising a power talk and a char-
ity event to alleviate the plight of
charitable organisations and the
needy.
FMM Penang chairman Datuk
Dr Ooi Eng Hock said it was the
organisers’ aim to help and sup-
port the needy during this difficult
period.

“The Covid-19 pandemic has
not only disrupted public health but
also the economy. Many industries
are affected.

“In addition, the organisations
that rely on public donations are
also severely affected.

“These have prompted us to
organise the power talk and char-
ity event to help raise funds for the
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needy,” he said during an interview
at OCBC Premier Bank recently.

Ooi said the power talk and char-
ity event are by invitation only.

Organising chairman Datuk Jim-
my Ong said the FMM-OCBC Power
Talk 2020 would be held from 5pm
to 7pm at Level Five of the E&O Ho-
tel in Farquhar Street on Oct 24.

He said this would be followed
by the charity dinner at E&O Heri-
tage Wing Grand Ballroom from
7.30pm to 10.15pm.

The power talk, themed “Manag-
ing your business during Covid-19
times: Lessons and opportuni-
ties in supply chain management
for Penang”, will be moderated
by OCBC Bank (Malaysia) Berhad
chief executive officer Datuk Ong
Eng Bin.

“We have invited five panellists

to take part in the power talk.

“They are Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, Ministry of Health direc-
tor general Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah, Top Glove Corporation
Berhad founder and chairman Tan
Sri Dr Lim Wee Chai, KPMG Malay-
sia managing partner Datuk Johan
Idris and ViTrox Corporation Berhad
chief executive officer Chu Jenn
Weng.

“We expect about 150 people to
attend the power talk.

“We hope to livestream the
power talk so that more people can
view the event,” he said.

Ooi said the power talk would
provide useful leads from leaders
of the industry.

“We are able to learn how these
companies overcome challenges
during the Covid-19 crisis. The

(From left) Ong, Ooi and Chea showing the sample of the power talk event banner and the photos of the invited

panellists.

prominent speakers will also be
discussing the economic outlook
in the face of Covid-19,” he added.

After the power talk, Ooi said the
invited guests would proceed to the
charity event.

“About 20 photos or portraits
of iconic leaders will be sold to the
highest bidders during the charity
dinner.

“The amount raised from the
sales of photos and portraits will
be channelled to the needy.

“We plan to donate to 15 charity

event

homes, frontliners, Penang Future
Foundation, Penang Lawan Co-
vid-19 and the Tabung TYT.

“We hope to raise RM500,000
from the charity event,” Ooi said.

He also hoped that the event
could inspire other organisations to
support the needy community.

Buletin Mutiara is among the
proud partners of the event.

OCBC Bank Penang Branch se-
nior manager Chea Hak Tee said
the bank was delighted to jointly or-
ganise the event with FMM Penang.
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NGO’s dream of top-
hospital for needy

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Adleena Rahayu Ahmad
Radzi

GOOD quality medical ser-
Avioe should not be the privi-

ege of the rich, but it is the
basic need of every individual.

Holding on to this principle, a
non-governmental organisation
(NGO) has expressed its desire
to build a charity hospital with top-
notch facilities in Penang.

Pertubuhan Penganut Mata Am-
ritanandamayi Malaysia trustee
and secretary-general K. Kalidas
said the hospital would have 500
beds, out of which 250 would be
allocated for dialysis patients, 150
for intensive care units (ICU) and
100 for normal patients.

“The idea to build the hospital
was inspired by my guru, Mata
Amritanandamayi Devi, an Indian
Hindu spiritual leader and humani-
tarian or better known as ‘Amma’.
She has built a 1,500-bed charity
hospital in India (Amrita Hospital).

“A total of RM2 billion will be in-
vested in this project in which RM1
billion will be used for construction
and another RM1 billion will be
placed in a fixed deposit and its
interest would be used to run the
hospital.

“We are now identifying the
location for the hospital in south
Seberang Perai district and are
targeting to complete the project
by 2025,” he said during an inter-
view with the Buletin Mutiara team
recently.

‘Amma’, or ‘Mother’, who has
been to over 25 countries over the
past four decades, is revered by
her followers.

She has also built over 47,000
homes for the poor in India and of-
fered them free food.

She has visited Malaysia a few
times, including Penang in 2012,
2017 and 2018.

According to Kalidas, the hos-
pital, which aims to cater to the
underprivileged, would rope in first-
class doctors who would be paid

=

: _;LIJ'J

well.

“Though we are a charity hospi-
tal, we will ensure that our patients
are given the best medical treat
ment with the best facilities.

“We will set up a care team to
check the background of patients
and those who cannot afford will
be given free medical services,”
added Kalidas, who is a Penangite.

“The people in the vicinity of the
hospital can benefit from our proj-
ect in terms of employment. Other
than that, it will also help to con-
tribute to our medical tourism.

“l also notice that many patients
have to travel from the mainland to
the island for their treatment at
Penang Hospital, which at times
can be troublesome for them.

“Perhaps by having a hospital in
the SPS district, it would be very
convenient for the mainland folks
as well as the people in the north-
ern region such as Kedah,” Ka
lidas said, adding that vocational
training for nursing would be of-
fered in the hospital as well.

Although some people may see
this project as something impossi-
ble to achieve, Kalidas is optimis-
tic that it can be done.

“What we are trying to do is just
a quarter of what ‘Amma’ has ac-
complished. Meanwhile, she also
intends to build a charity hospital
with 2,000 beds in Faridabad in
New Delhi.

TLLLAL
i u,u.mw.muummmmmm‘tmmm

“We will also collaborate with
other charity organisations when
the hospital starts its operation
so as to reach out to more people
and help those who are in need.

“This hospital will serve our
people irrespective of race and
religion and it is for the benefit
of our future generations,” said
Kalidas.

SONY EMCS Malaysia Sdn Bhd
has jumped on the bandwagon to
provide electronic learning gad-
gets to boost elearning among
needy students under the Penang
E-Learning Computer Programme.

The tech giant contributed 134
computers and 55 smartphones
to Penang Science Cluster (PSC),
and PSC will be distributing them to
needy students in the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
thanked Sony EMCS Malaysia for
supporting the state’s effort to
ensure more students were able
to take part in online educational
activities.

“The ‘E-Learning Computer Pro-
gramme’ would not have been suc-
cessful without the strong support
from various industry partners.

“It is very encouraging to see
tech giants like Sony EMCS Malay-
sia stepping forward to contribute
towards the success of this initia-
tive that will benefit needy students.

“We hope that Sony EMCS Ma-
laysia will continue to collaborate
with PSC and the state in future
programmes,” Chow said during
the electronic devices handover
ceremony at Wisma Yeap Chor Ee
on Sept 7.

PSC chief executive officer Ooi
Peng Ee said PSC has conducted
48 online workshops and three vir-

Sony EMCS boost for
E-Learning Computer Programme

ceremony.

tual competitions since the start of
the movement control order (MCO)
in March.

“We are adapting well in con-
ducting our educational activities
digitally. We look forward to more
industry players contributing to-
wards the E-Learning Computer
Programme.

“Digitalisation is the way for-
ward,” he said.

Penang Women and Family De-
velopment, Gender Inclusiveness
and Religions Other Than Islam
Committee chairman Chong Eng

.«
(From left) Saiful, Nakamura, Ooi, Chong Eng and Chow at the handover

said the response from industry
players towards the programme
was great.

She encouraged more compa-
nies and individuals to support the
meaningful programme.

A total of 466 needy students
have benefited from the pro-
gramme so far.

Also present at the event were
Sony EMCS Malaysia Sdn Bhd
managing director Koichi Naka-
mura and Penang Education De-
partment assistant director Saiful
Nizam Ramlee.

Discover French footprints in Penang

PENANGITES as well as local and
foreign tourists have the chance to
know more about the footprints left
by the French in the state through
the French Heritage Trail initiative.

This comes after the Penang gov-
ernment, together with the Embassy
of France in Malaysia and George
Town Conservation and Develop-
ment Company (GTCDC), launched
the French Heritage Trail to guide vis-
itors in their discovery of the many
sites with a French touch in Penang.

State Tourism Development,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said
the exciting new heritage trail would
allow visitors a look into the individu-
al stories of French people who con-
tributed to the collective history of
the state since the end of the 18th
century.

“The French Heritage Trail aims to
offer people a concrete approach to
the history of the city and its expatri-
ate communities over more than two
centuries.

“It is also a contribution to de-
veloping more sustainable tourism
activities, encouraging visitors to
slow down the pace of their travel
and digging deeper into the history
and culture of the place,” Yeoh told
a press conference at the UAB Build-
ing in China Street Ghaut.

“The French Heritage Trail in Pen-
ang comes in the form of maps and
explanations available to all for free
download.

“Visitors can plan their visits
along the trail in different areas of
the city, particularly George Town,
Pulau Tikus and Seberang Perai.
They are encouraged to walk, use
public transport and discover or re-
discover the city with a fresh look!

“We hope to continue investing
in making Penang a vibrant and rich
city attractive to artists and culture
practitioners. The trail would not
have been possible without the sup-
port of our project partners — Chief
Minister Incorporated (CMI), Alliance
Francaise de Penang, Penang Heri-
tage Trust (PHT) and Think City,” he
added.

Yeoh added that the French peo-
ple had arrived early in the state and
actively participated in the develop-
ment of the city and in the country,
adding that there were Catholic mis-
sionaries, who built churches and
schools as well.

Among the famous establish-
ments are Church of Assumption, St
Xavier's Institution, St George Balik
Pulau, Convent Light Street, Convent
Pulau Tikus, Convent Green Lane,
Convent Butterworth and Convent
Bukit Mertajam.
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NEW initiative, known as
“Penang Young Digital Tal-
nt”, was launched recently

following the signing of a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU)
between Penang Youth Develop-
ment Corporation (PYDC) and Big
Domain Sdn Bhd at Komtar.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who was present at the signing
ceremony on Sept 2, said the new
initiative was to produce 1,000
youths with digital talent within two
years.

The MoU was signed by PYDC
general manager Dr Gwee Sai Ling
and Big Domain co-founder and
chief executive officer Henry Tye
with state Youth and Sports Com-

State to train
1,000 youths |
in digital skills

mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee as
the witness.

Chow said among the objec-
tives was to develop Penang into
a digital talent hub in line with the
state’s Penang2030 vision, part
of which is to raise household in-
come.

He added that it was also to
create 1,000 job opportunities for
youths in the state and to support
the medium and small-scale indus-
tries during the digital transforma-
tion process.

Under the MoU, Big Domain has
agreed to fully sponsor the digital
platform through the PYDC website
while PYDC will implement the digj-
tal talent training and development
programmes.

Among the programmes that
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Gwee (left) and Tye (right) exchanging documents after the signing of the MoU in the

presence of Chow.

have been planned are key opin-
ion leader (KOL) & influencer,
IR4.0, e-commerce, designers,
press releases, copy writing and
video editing.

To qualify for the programme,
youths must be between 18 and
30 years old, a Malaysian and
was born in Penang, and has lived
in Penang for at least three years
consecutively from the date of reg-
istration for the programme.

Chow said the platform would
also serve as a medium to match
the digjtal talents unearthed with
the digital services needed by en-
trepreneurs.

“The state government thinks
this platform is important in line
with the development of global
trends that are increasingly head-
ing towards online and digjtal com-
merce with a wide range of job op-
portunities,” Chow said.

The MoU will see PYDC and Big
Domain exchange knowledge and
experience in related fields and
hold joint workshops, training and
development programmes.

Big Domain, as the project
manager, will recruit partners like
Moden Academy, EVO Marketing,
Digital Marketing Network and KK
eCommerce to provide a series
of training and development pro-
grammes.
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S Forrest Gump put it aptly
in the movie of the same
ame: “Life is like a box of

chocolates. You never know what
you're gonna get”

In Muhammad Afig Muhammad
Shukri’s case, his dream was to be
a national athlete.

His love for sports was so strong
that he enrolled into SMK Mutiara
Impian (Penang Sport School) to
pursue his ambition.

But sometimes, fate deems it
otherwise.

Muhammad Afiq was diagnosed
with bone cancer on his left leg
when he was 13.

His cousin, Nur Naziera Husna,
21, said Muhammad Afig had to
visit the hospital occasionally to
clean the wound on his left leg and
the pain was excruciating.

“Muhammad Afig decided to
amputate the bottom part of his
left leg in 2018,” Nur Naziera said.

But Muhammad Afiq, now 19,
was not one to wallow in self-pity.

He said although his dream of
becoming a national athlete was
crushed, he discovered a new tal-
ent.

He found out that he has a gift in
wheelchair fencing.

“| started learning wheelchair

fencing in December last year. |
hope that someday | can repre-
sent the country in the Paralympic
Games,” he said.

Life has been tough for Muham-
mad Afiq.

Being the eldest among four
siblings, Muhammad Afiq said he
has to shoulder the responsibility
to support the family together with
his parents.

His father works as a satellite
dish installer while his mother is a
hawker.

Muhammad Afiq has been work-
ing as a lift cleaner for eight months
now, earning RM1,300 a month.

“It was tough at first, but now
I'm used to the job,” he said.

His plight caught the attention of
Lions Club of Penang Light.

The charity organisation pre-
sented him with a new prosthetic
limb in the hope of easing his mo-
bility.

Muhammad Afig was among
four recipients who received the
prosthetic limbs.

He was accompanied by his
cousin Nur Naziera and grandmoth-
er Mahiran Mat Amin, 63.

The club also gave away 11
lightweight wheelchairs and a set
of hearing aid to the needy people
at its “Presentation of Prosthetic
Limbs, Wheelchairs & Hearing
Aids” charity event on Sept 5.

The signature project was a joint
effort with two Leo Clubs and its
sister clubs from Kuala Lumpur,
Singapore, Taiwan and Indonesia.

Organising chairman and past
president Rayson Khoo said the
joint project was held to commemo-
rate the 22nd Charter Anniversary.

“The signature project under-
taken by the Lions Club of Penang
Light started in 2006 and was ear-
lier known as the Prosthetic Limb
Project. Later, the project expand-
ed to include the presentation of
wheelchairs and hearing aid.

“We have been working with our
strategic partner Messrs Teh Lin
Prosthetic & Orthopaedic Co. Sdn.
Bhd. for 14 years to reach out to
the less fortunate in our commu-
nity,” he said.

Khoo said the total cost for five
prosthetic limbs, 11 lightweight
wheelchairs and a set of hearing
aid was RM40,000.

Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng said he was grateful for the
help provided to people with dis-
abilities.

“We often take for granted some
of the simplest things in life, such
as being able to hear or walk prop-
erly.

“At times, we fail to understand
how difficult it can be for people
with disabilities to overcome chal-
lenges,” he said in his speech.

Muhammad Afiq trying on h|s présthetlc Ilmb”after receiving
it at the ceremony. Helping him is his cousin Nur Naziera,
while his grandmother Mahiran Mat Amin looks on.
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Penang mulls building more
affordable homes

THERE may be an increase in the
current target of building 180,000
units of low-cost, low medium-cost
and affordable homes by 2030
due to the on-going Covid-19 pan-
demic.

“The pandemic has reduced the
buying power of many people.

“There is a greater need now
to increase our target of 180,000
units of various affordable homes
by 2030,” State Local Govern-
ment, Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo said.

“I have spoken to the Chief
Minister about this, and he is very
positive about it. | will be making
an announcement regarding this
matter very soon.

“Having a shelter over our
heads is the most basic and com-
mon need, therefore, the Penang
government will continue its ef
forts to provide the best where
housing matters are concerned,”
Jagdeep added.

Jagdeep was speaking to the
media after handing over a letter of
approval to Mutiara Heights man-
agement corporation chairman
Muhamad Arshad Abdul Rahman
and his committee members at
the apartment on Sept 6.

“I am here today to announce
that the application to upgrade 10
lifts amounting to RM310,000 has
been approved.

“Under the Penang Maxi-
mum 80% Maintenance Fund
(TPM8OPP), the state government

will pay 80% (RM248,000) while
the Joint Management Body (JMB)
will pay 20% (RM62,000),” Jag-
deep told a press conference at
Mutiara Heights Apartment.

The upgrading works involve five
lifts in Block A and another five in
Block B.

According to Jagdeep,
TPM8OPP, which was started by
the Penang government in 2010,
has received encouraging re-
sponse.

“As of now, under this fund, a
total of RM35.35 million has been
spent by the Penang government;
involving 240 applications for 393
projects.

“Upgrading and replacement of
lifts remains the highest number
of projects, totalling 215 out of the
393 projects,” Jagdeep added.

The 45-year-old apartment proj-
ect (Blocks A and B) comprises
1,075 units.

“Until September 2020, the
Penang government has spent a
total of RM256.86 million on vari-
ous housing maintenance funds,”
Jagdeep added.

The RM256.86 million includes
maintenance works for housing
schemes under Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) and Seberang Pe-
rai City Council (MBSP), all private
and public housing schemes and
the Penang Maximum 80% Mainte-
nance Fund (TPM8OPP).

Also present were Sungai
Pinang assemblyman Lim Siew Kh-
im and Jelutong MP R.S.N. Rayer.
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New MBSP
councillors
raring to go
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38-YEAR-OLD businessman

and a 63yearold retired

eacher have been appointed
as new Seberang Perai City Coun-
cil (MBSP) councillors to serve the
people.

Ngoh Cheng Hai from DAP and
Rohayah Zakaria (pix) from PKR
took their oaths in a swearing-in cer-
emony before state Local Govern-
ment, Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo and MBSP mayor
Datuk Rozali Mohamud at the MB-
SP headquarters in Bandar Perda,
Bukit Mertajam on Sept 3.

Both councillors were appointed
to replace Aziss Zainal Abidin and
Marshidaliza Marzuki from Parti
Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia, who no
longer serve as MBSP councillors
from Aug 31.

The term for the two new council-
lors is effectively from Sept 1 until
Dec 31 this year.

Ngoh said as a newcomer, he
has a lot to learn about his job
scope and would try his best to
carry out his duties.

“For this first term, | want to high-
light indiscriminate waste disposal
in some of the housing areas on the
mainland.

“From my own observation, |
notice that some residents in the
housing areas still lack awareness
on disposing garbage properly.

“So, | want to change that kind
of mindset by conducting communal
cleanups (gotong-royong) regularly
among the community to nurture

that sense of awareness,” he told
reporters after being sworn in.

Meanwhile, Rohayah said she
wants to focus on matters related to
public infrastructure and amenities.

“As one of the new faces, | would
like to ensure that MBSP can pro-
vide better and quality infrastructure
and amenities to the people.

“As an example, | can propose to
the city council to build an overhead
pedestrian bridge near schools to
solve traffic congestion problems.

“Besides reducing the traffic con-
gestion, it could also safeguard the
children when they want to cross
the road and thus minimise the risk
of unnecessary accidents,” said Ro-
hayah, who was a school teacher for
35 years.

Jagdeep congratulated the newly
appointed councillors and urged
them to carry out their duties dili-
gently and effectively to serve the
people in Seberang Perai.

Meanwhile, Rozali said MBSP
councillors also play important roles
to supervise and to ensure public
adherence to the strict standard op-
erating procedures (SOPs) to curb
the spread of Covid-19.

(From left) Yew, Tan and Quah with Jagdeep at the swearing-in ceremony.

New MBPP councillors eager

to prove their mettle

TWO new councillors in the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP), who were sworn in
as replacements, are keen
to prove a point following the
trust bestowed upon them for
the betterment of Penangites.

The two are Tan Seang Keat
from PKR and Quah Boon Lim
from DAP.

The newly-appointed duo
took their oaths in a swearing-
in ceremony before state Local
Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Commit-
tee chairman Jagdeep Singh
Deo and MBPP mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang at the Penang
Town Hall in Jalan Padang Kota
Lama on Sept 8.

Tan, a 57-year-old business-
man, has made a comeback
for the third time now after
having served as a councillor
from 2011 to 2013 and from
2018 to 2019.

Meanwhile, Quah, 32, also
a businessman, is a first-timer
and looks energetic to kick-
start his duties.

Both councillors were ap-
pointed to replace Azly Ibrahim

and Azahari Aris from Parti
Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia, who
no longer served as MBPP
councillors since Aug 31.

The term for the two new
councillors is effectively from
Sept 1 until Dec 31 this year.

Tan, with his wealth of ex-
perience, said he would need
to re-learn his job scope (infra-
structure) as there are chang-
es due to the Covid-19 era.

“Previously, | was in charge
of public infrastructure and
luckily 1 have been appointed
to handle the same area this
time too.

“I will dedicate and contrib-
ute all of my expertise in this
area, especially drawing on all
my previous experiences which
will now be extremely helpful,”
he said during an interview.

Quah said his role would
mainly focus on enhancing
environment-based initiatives
by the council such as urban
farming and also to look into
ways and means of improving
council services for the peo-
ple.

“I will give my 100% commit-

ment to the job for the better-
ment of the community | live
in,” Quah said.

On a separate matter, Jag-
deep said as of Sept 6, both
MBPP and MBSP recorded a
healthy standard operating
procedure (SOP) compliance
rate of 99.60% and 99.33% re-
spectively.

“A total of 271,794 and
510,829 checks on various
premises had already been
conducted by MBPP and MBSP
respectively so far.

In an effort to reduce car-
bon footprint, Jagdeep echoed
MBPP’s plans of installing so-
lar systems at the Jambatan
Harapan, the country’s first
spiral bridge for cyclists and
pedestrians near Queensbay
Mall in Bayan Lepas.

“The installation is expected
to involve some 1,012 panels
with a capacity of generating
approximately 350kWp.

“It is in line with the Pen-
ang2030 vision: A Family-fo-
cused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation,” Jag-
deep added.

Cash aid for Air [tam fire victims

A TOTAL of RM10,300 financial
assistance was handed over to fire
victims in Taman Lintang, Air ltam on
Sept 10.

The contribution was presented
by Air Putih assemblyman Lim Guan
Eng.

Lim said his Air Putih service
centre provided RM5,000 alloca-
tion for the victims while the Penang
TYT Disaster Relief Fund contributed
RM5,000 and Social Welfare Depart-
ment gave RM300.

“lI hope this assistance can at

least reduce the burden of the vic-
tims in facing these unforeseen dif-
ficulties,” he said.

Also present during the handover
ceremony were Bukit Bendera MP
Wong Hon Wai and Air ltam assem-
blyman Joseph Ng.

The fire destroyed two double-sto-
rey terrace houses at Taman Lintang
during the wee hours on Sept 10.

A woman died in the incident.

At press time, the cause of the
fire and the total loss incurred have
yet to be ascertained.

Lim (third from right) handing over the financial assistance t
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(right) and Ng (second from right) look on.

o one of the fire victims while Wong
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TlE Penang government is cer-
tainly committed to re-energis-
ing the tourism industry in the
state that has been greatly affected
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said this is proven with various ini-
tiatives that have been introduced
to help revive domestic tourism in
Penang.

“As an example, we are the first
state in the country to initiate the
‘Penang Accreditation System’ for
tourism operators who successfully
comply with the standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs) to curb the
spread of Covid-19.

“Their SOP compliance also
helps boost stronger confidence
among visitors coming to stay at ho-
tels or visit tourist spots and shop-
ping malls.

“Besides that, the state govern-
ment has introduced a new website
known as ‘Penang Travel Deals’ to
serve as a platform for our hoteliers
and tourist attractions to advertise
their ongoing promotions.

“We have also been working with
industry players to offer various
promotions such as hotel packages
and attractive deals to pull local
tourists to the state.

“And we believe all these initia-

tives will help keep Penang ahead
as one of the leading tourism des-
tinations in Malaysia,” Chow said
in his speech before officiating the
opening ceremony of the Courtyard
by Marriott Penang in George Town
on Sept 4.

Courtyard by Marriott Penang is
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a partnership project between Tropi-
cana Corporation Berhad and Mar-
riott International.

Located at Tropicana 218 Ma-
calister building and dubbed as the
first courtyard in the country, the
new hotel consists of 199 smart
and spacious rooms and suites,

Renangfis
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all-day dining restaurant and others.

Additional facilities include a
24-hour fitness centre, an outdoor
infinity pool, a ballroom that can
accommodate up to 150 guests,
eight state-of-the-art meeting rooms
and one VIP room.

Courtyard by Marriott Penang

Penang govt working
hard to revive tounism

general manager Subash Basrur
said the hotel management would
strictly comply with the SOPs to en-
sure a safe environment for visitors
and also to curb the spread of Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

“Cognisant of the current pan-
demic, we are committed to deliv-
ering a safe yet welcoming experi-
ence for all our guests,” he said.

Also present during the open-
ing ceremony were and state Lo-
cal Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo,
state Tourism Development, Arts,
Culture and Heritage Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin and state
Works, Utilities and Flood Mitiga-
tion Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari.

Other guests were Tropicana
Group executive vice-chairman Tan
Sri Tan Chee Sing, Tropicana Group
managing director Dion Tan and
Marriott  International marketing
area director Cindy Yoong.

State ready to help in Convent schools issue

THE Penang government is ready
to assist the state Education De-
partment should the latter see the
need to respond to the closure of
the Convent schools which sit on

land that belongs to the Infant Je-
sus Sisters (1JS) Malaysia.

It was reported that three
schools — SK Convent Light Street,
SM Convent Light Street and SM

Convent Pulau Tikus — would be
closed in stages and the land re-
turned to IJS Malaysia.

SM Convent Light Street and SM
Convent Pulau Tikus will be closed

in 2023, while SK Convent Light
Street will be shut in 2024.

IJS Malaysia had requested for
the return of the Convent schools’
premises and the Education Minis-
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try granted its approval in 2018.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the Penang government would
leave the matter to the state Educa-
tion Department.

“The Penang Education Depart-
ment had said before that sur-
rounding schools are able to cater
to the enrolment of students in the
event that the Convent Light Street
schools stop (functioning) as na-
tional schools.

“We shall leave it to the depart-
ment to decide. We can find land
if the department is interested to
relocate the affected schools or
to set up a new school; land that
had been surrendered to the state
government by developers over the
years.

“We have to look for suitable
land because sometimes location
matters,” he told reporters after
opening the Courtyard by Marriott
Penang in George Town on Sept 4.

Chow said the state Education
Department would understand the
situation better as it has the enrol-
ment figures and other details.

An English daily has reported
that 1JS had found a suitable edu-
cation provider to operate the prem-
ises of the Convent Light Street.
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New bridge

uStory by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhammad

LUK Bahang folk can now

I heave a sigh of relief follow-

ing the completion of a new

bridge across the Teluk Bahang

River to address frequent flood is-
sues there.

State Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari said the project
would benefit the residents living
in the Jalan Kampung Nelayan
area as they had previously raised
concerns over how catastrophic

the floods could be during the
rainy season.

“The state government is in-
deed very proactive and ever com-
mitted to fulfilling the needs of the
people, especially in addressing
flood issues.

“The total amount allocated for
this project was RM3.78 million,
but the actual cost for the entire
project was only RM1.15 mil-
lion. This means RM2.63 million
was saved,” said Zairil during the
handing over ceremony of the new
bridge at Kampung Nelayan in Te-
luk Bahang on Sept 1.

The project, undertaken by the
state Public Works Department
(JKR) and fully funded by the state
government, involved improve-
ment works on existing bridge
structures with full single-span
bridge technique used.

It was also carried out without
land acquisition.

Zairil also commended JKR
for completing the project ahead
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of time for the well-being of the
people.

The project, which took off in
December 2019, was only due to
be completed at the end of Sep-
tember this year.

“The project can help boost the
image of Kampung Nelayan as it is
strategically located and surround-
ed by many tourist attractions.

“At the same time, | would also

like to advise the local community
here to practise a more disciplined
way of garbage disposal to help
maintain a smooth river flow and
avoid flash floods,” Zairil added.

Also present was state Inter-
national and Domestic Trade,
Consumer Affairs and Entrepre-
neurship Development Commit-
tee chairman Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain.

PGC rewards green citizens

WHAT if you can turn your waste
into useful items? Well, the Pen-
ang Green Council (PGC), through
its collaboration with two compa-
nies, is bringing good news for all
green citizens out there.

PGC general manager Josephine
Tan said PGC has initiated a green
reward initiative to complement the
Penang Green Citizen programme.

“PGC will be collaborating
with Riiicycle Apps developed by
Riiicycle Tech Sdn Bhd and interna-
tional retailer of beauty products,
L’OCCITANE Malaysia.

“Participants in the Penang
Green Citizen programme will be
able to enjoy all these benefits; they
just need to put forth some effort in
collecting recyclable items.

“We encourage all Penangites to
take part in this reward programme,
bring or send your clean recyclable
items to the selected locations,”
said Tan during a press conference
on Sept 3.

Riiicycle Tech Sdn Bhd director
Chew Chin Huat said early birds
(first 1,000 Green Citizens) are en-
titled for 300 Riiipoints.

“New users will be awarded 99
Riiipoints upon registration while
existing Penang Green Citizens will
be credited with another extra 100
points to redeem vouchers and
enjoy other benefits from the par-
ticipating merchants (duration May
2020 - December 2021).

Under L'OCCITANE's “Big Little
Things Recycling Program”, individu-
als can bring their empty bottles of

beauty and care products to three
participating stores located at
Gurney Plaza, Gurney Paragon
Mall and Queensbay Mall.

L’OCCITANE Malaysia (Gurney
Plaza, Penang) retail manager Tan
Ai Ling said participants would re-
ceive a RM10 L'OCCITANE cash
voucher for every 40th and 70th
bottles accumulated.

“Phase one of this programme
will be from Aug 1 to Oct 31 while
phase two is from Jan 1 to March
31 next year,” Ai Ling said.

For further information, log
onto :

Riiicycle Apps
https://www.riiicycle.com/
L’OCCITANE Malaysia
https://my.loccitane.
com/big-little-
things,42,1,95090,1362171.
htm

Creating interest in cooking among youth

IN an effort to ignite love for cook-
ing among youths, Penang Youth
Development Corporation (PYDC)
organised a cooking workshop on
Sept 5.

The half-day workshop in Kepala
Batas was a joint collaboration be-
tween Penang Chefs Association
and the Chief Minister’s Special
Coordinator office.

A total of 30 participants were
given some hands-on experience
to hone their cooking skills by five
chefs from the association.

They were taught to cook some
western dishes like ‘Vichyssoise’
(a thick soup made of potato and
other ingredients), ‘Chicken a la
King' (grilled chicken breast ac-
companied with potato salads,
saute garden greens and served
with a creamy mushroom sauce)
and ‘Crépes Suzette’ (a French
dessert).

Student Kelvin Hong, 16, who

was one of the participants, said
he gained a lot from the cooking
workshop.

“I have no basic knowledge of
cooking which | previously thought
was difficult.

“But at this workshop, | have
learnt the easiest and correct way
to prepare dishes,” he said.

Chong Wei Shen, 14, and Lee
Wei Lin, 15, described the work-
shop as a new experience for them
which has spurred their interest to
become a chef in the future.

“This is the first time we are
joining such a workshop and it was
a fun experience because we had
never cooked anything before.

“At least after this, we can try to
help our parents to cook at home
and later on, maybe pursue a culi-
nary course,” they said.

State Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee, who
officiated the programme, said this

was the second edition of the cook-
ing workshop organised by PYDC.

“The first edition held in Penaga
on Aug 9 was well received by 30
young participants.

“There could be more partici-
pants but we have to limit the num-
ber due to the current Covid-19
pandemic.

“Our objective is to provide an
opportunity for them to learn how
to cook and at the same time to
foster their interest in cooking.

“We plan to continue organising
the workshop in other constituen-
cies. The next location will be in
Bertam,” said Soon, who is also
the PYDC chairman.

PYDC general manager Dr Gwee
Sai Ling said those who are inter-
ested to join the next cooking work-
shop can go to PYDC official Face-
book page or website at https://
pydc.com.my/ to register and get
further information.
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