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uStory by Christopher Tan

enang recorded RM8.42 billion
Pin manufacturing foreign direct

investments (FDI) for the first
half of 2020 (1H20), more than triple
the amount achieved by second-placed
Johor.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
the state’s manufacturing FDI inflow
contributed 47% of the nation’s manu-
facturing FDI for the period.

“Countries with top manufacturing
FDI in Penang for the first half of 2020
were Singapore, Switzerland and the
United States.

“A notable new project approved
during the period was Ultra Clean Hold-
ings; one of the world’s biggest suppli-
ers of critical subsystems for the semi-
conductor and related manufacturing
industries.

“Electrical and electronics, machin-
ery and equipment, and scientific and
measuring equipment remain Pen-
ang’s main push; collectively contrib-
uting 93% of the state’s total approved
manufacturing investments from Janu-
ary to June this year,” he told a press
conference in Komtar on Oct 1.

He added that the approved projects
are expected to generate 6,971 new
job opportunities in Penang.

Chow said based on the latest sta-
tistics released by Mida, Penang re-
corded an investment inflow of RM2.02
billion in manufacturing for the second
quarter of this year - up 452% year-on-
year.

“The manufacturing FDI for 2Q20
(April to June) accounted for RM1.65
billion, while the remaining RM373
million consisted of manufacturing do-

R —

( TERENGGANU
v 1,813.9

RM million

Investment (RM mil Iion)

SELANGOR
RM1,559.5

RM million

=

2
&
S

F

mestic direct investments (DDI).

“On a year-on-year basis, Penang’s
approved manufacturing FDI inflows
rose by 600% while DDI went up 186%
in 2Q20,” Chow added.

Chow believes that the state’s sus-
tainable environment, vigorous indus-
trial ecosystem and supportive infra-
structure as among Penang’s appeal-
ing aspects that continue to attract
investors.

“It is reassuring to see that despite
the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, followed by the imposition of the

PENANG
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Penang tops FDI chart
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movement control order (MCO) by the
federal government, investors remain
confident in Penang.

“This outcome would not be pos-
sible had it not been for the effort and
synergy between Penang and the fed-
eral government.

“We warmly welcome our investors
and express our deepest appreciation
to Mida and InvestPenang for their
strong collaboration in securing and
facilitating investments,” he said.

InvestPenang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian said almost 80 to
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85% of the approved manufacturing
projects are in the process of being
implemented.

“One of our biggest challenges is
the business travel restriction for busi-
ness travellers. There are a few com-
panies that are unable to enter, so the
projects are still on hold,” she said.

Also present were state Entrepre-
neurial Development, Trade and Indus-
try Committee chairman Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain and special investment
adviser to the Chief Minister, Datuk
Seri Lee Kah Choon.
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HE Penang Island City
TCounoiI (MBPP) has under-
lined six objectives it wants
to achieve with its 2021 budget.
MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang (pix) said the objectives of
the 2021 budget are to achieve
optimum utilisation of resourc-
es, promote gender equality, be
a data-driven local government,
strengthen capacity building and
increase cost effectiveness.
“The theme of the budget is
‘Competitive and Well Being’,”
Yew said during the special coun-
cil meeting on Sept 24.
He said the 2021 budget has
a projected revenue of RM354.01
million; while it is expected to incur

RM382.29 million in expenditure.
“A total of RM340.49 million
(89.07%) has been allocated
for operating expenses and
RM41.80 million (10.93%) for
development expenditure.

“The 2021 budget will focus
on five main points; namely,
Cleaner, Greener, Safer, Health-
ier, and public amenities and in-
frastructure.

“A portion of the allocations
has been set aside for each of
the main points. The council is
allocating RM59.94 million for
projects under ‘Cleaner’, RM7.92
million for ’'Greener’, RM5.17
million for projects under ‘Safer’,
RM1.52 million for projects un-
der ‘Healthier’, and RM54.43
million for public amenities and
infrastructure,” he added.

Among the many projects that
will be implemented under the
2021 budget are domestic waste

management, landscape man-
agement, green programmes,
garden  maintenance, CCTV
maintenance and upgrade, ‘Zero
Stray’ programme, digitalising
MBPP’s services, and flood miti-
gation.

Yew said that the 2021 budget
took into consideration the chal-
lenges caused by the Covid-19
pandemic.

By Azmi Hussin

MBSP aims for progressive
local economic development

THE Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) will be focusing on eight
core priorities to be implemented
under its 2021 budget.

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali Mo-
hamud said the budget, themed
“Progressive Local Economic De-
velopment”, is meant to realise
the people’s hopes of turning Se-
berang Perai into a smart and low
carbon city through the circular
economy and towards the digijtal
economy.

“The first core is the develop-
ment of the circular economy
through cleanliness and greenery.
It gets the highest allocation of
RM95.6 million,” Rozali said af-
ter chairing a full council meeting
where he presented the Budget
2021 at the MBSP headquarters
in Bandar Perda, Bukit Mertajam
on Sept 28.

“Next core priorities are sustain-
able use of energy (RM26.28m),
transportation and green corridor
(RM18.86m), institutional reform
(RM17.43m) and climate change
resilience (RM16.11m).

“Other core priorities are green
space and maintenance of public
places (RM11.23m), staff welfare
(RM7.6m) and ensuring the abil-
ity of home ownership to improve
quality of life (RM4.38m),” he
added.

Also present was MBSP secre-
tary Rosnani Mahmod.

Rozali said MBSP’s pro-
jected expenses for 2021 are
RM333.22m against an estimat-
ed revenue of RM299.25m; which
could result in a deficit budget of
RM33.97m for next year.

He added that MBSP has
allocated RM1.5m for mainte-
nance of public markets and
food complexes, electricity bills
(RM3.3m), water bills (RM1.3m)
and Indah Water Konsortium bills
(RM200,000).

“We also allocated RM200,000
for cleaning equipment to be used
by our staff at public markets and
food complexes during cleaning
operations,” he said.

He added RM1m had been al-
located to supply, fix, construct
and maintain grease traps at pub-
lic markets and food complexes
while RM5.25m had been allo-
cated for hawkers’ placements
at 21 state constituencies on the
mainland.

Other allocations include tip-
ping fees for waste disposal at
Pulau Burong (RM14m), waste
transfer and transport to Ampang
Jajar (RM4.45m), repayment and
interest on loans for solid waste
management and public cleaning
(RM5.63m).

For more details and a full list
of the budget, visit the MBSP of-
ficial website at https://www.
mbsp.gov.my/
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NLINE platform BookDoc
Ois offering free teleconsul-

tation on Covid-19 to its
users from Penang until the end
of this year.

Its founder and chief executive
officer, Datuk Chevy Beh, said the
free teleconsultation initiative is
a way to allow users seek quick
consultation should they suspect
any symptoms of Covid-19.

“The doctors can screen the
affected patients quickly and ap-

propriate measures can be taken
to limit further contamination.
“The public are encouraged to
download the BookDoc app which
is available for free on Apple App
Store and Google Play Store.
“Interested users may write to
BookDoc at care@bookdoc.com
to get their one-time unique code.
This initiative shows our commit-
ment and continuous support in
fighting the outbreak,” Beh said
in a statement on Sept 23.
During a press conference in
Komtar, Beh briefed the media

about the BookDoc app features;
such as search and book, Actiy,
teleconsult and event and news.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow

= ot

Tan (second row, third from right), Ng (second row, second from right) and Wong (second row, fourth
from right) watch as the students receive instructions from the school teachers on how to use the
tablets.

COMMITTED to ensuring that on-
line learning is accessible to school
children in the B40 community, De-
loitte Malaysia has launched a spe-
cial programme known as “KidsE-
du” in Penang.

Deloitte Penang branch leader
Ng Lan Kheng said the programme
is part of the company’s corporate
social responsibility (CSR) initiative
with the collaboration of YTL Foun-
dation.

“Through the programme, De-
loitte volunteers from the Penang
branch will work with school teach-
ers to provide students from B40
families the technological know-
how, such as tablet use, Zoom han-
dling, typing and many more, with
the aim of running virtual classes
eventually.

“Meanwhile, the leaming re-
sources will be provided by the YTL
Foundation,” Ng said in her speech
before Tan Lean Kee, wife of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, offici-
ated the launch of the KidsEdu pro-
gramme at Sekolah Kanak-Kanak

Making online learning more
accessible for B40 children

Terencat Akal Pulau Pinang in Jalan
Datuk Keramat on Sept 22.

“Hopefully with this programme,
we can ensure that no students in
B40 families would be left behind
in online education.

“At the same time, we also
hope this initiative will help to nur-
ture students with the needed core
skills for the future,” Ng added.

Also present were Penang
Welfare Association for Mentally
Retarded Children vice-president
Datuk Seri Wong Siew Hai and the
school principal Bachan Kaur Gill.

Tan commended the initiative
taken by Deloitte Malaysia and YTL
Foundation in setting up the pro-
gramme.

“I am sure all of us here are
aware that during these unprec-
edented times of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, many children in the B40

community have had their learning
impaired as they lack the required
devices, learning materials and in-
ternet access.

“Thus, in light of the unfortunate
circumstances, | welcome the col-
laboration between Deloitte Ma-
laysia and YTL Foundation through
this initiative to make online learn-
ing accessible to school children
from B40 families.

“l understand that 100 school
children in Klang Valley have ben-
efited from this e-learning pro-
gramme and | am very pleased to
see that it is now being expanded
to Penang,” she added.

During the launch, Deloitte Ma-
laysia also provided 20 tablets
to be used by the students there
while YTL Foundation has equipped
the devices with learning content
and free mobile data plan.

Chow, Yeoh (right) and Norlela (second from right) with Beh
(second from left) and Low (left) posing with the BookDoc
app after the press conference.

welcomed the effort by BookDoc.
“The effort by BookDoc as
part of their corporate social
responsibility will help encour-
age Penangites to embrace the
new norm (digitally) and to fur-
ther promote physical distancing
through the tele-health function.
“Tele-health was a slow grow-
ing industry in the country before
the Covid-19 crisis. However, the
resulting lockdown led to a shift
in consumer behaviour across all
industries, including healthcare,”
Chow told a press conference..
“I have been made to under-
stand that the feature by Book-
Doc allows users to communi-
cate and consult trained medical

professionals from the comfort
of their own home.

“This will certainly assist
those with mobility concerns, or
those who are more vulnerable
to infections,” he added.

Chow said the Penang govern-
ment recognises the immense
communication advantages that
the digital world offers.

Also present were state
Tourism and Creative Econo-
my Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin, Penang Agrotech
and Food Security, Rural Devel-
opment and Health Committee
chairman Dr Norlela Ariffin and
national squash player Low
Wee Wern.

MNC donates sanitiser and
disinfectant to Penang govt

MULTINATIONAL company Jet-
Can has made available 33 box-
es of hand sanitiser and 2,000
litres of disinfectant to the Pen-
ang government.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who received the products on be-
half of the state, was delighted
with the continuous support from
the private sector and commended
their efforts and concerns over the
well-being of Penangjtes.

“As we are still in the fight
against Covid-19, it is really en-
couraging to see the private sector
respond promptly by contributing
more supplies of hand sanitisers
and disinfectants for the people,”
said Chow.

He added that out of the 33
boxes, 19 are for frontliners, 11
for state executive councillor of-
fices and three for the state Social
Welfare Department.

Meanwhile, the 2,000 litres of
disinfectants are for the Penang

Island City Council (MBPP).

Incorporated in 1996, JetCan
specialises in areas such as in-
dustrial, material handling, clean-
ing, construction and mining.

It currently operates in Bukit
Mertajam, Selangor, Singapore
and Indonesia.

[ts managing director, Ong Jet
Wee, said apart from the compa-
ny’s daily operations, its vision is
also to provide a helping hand dur-
ing a crisis, especially now during
this catastrophic event.

“We will stand by the state in
its fight against the pandemic, and
we hope these supplies of hand
sanitisers and disinfectants will be
of great help for Penangites,” Ong
said during a brief handover cer-
emony of the supplies in Komtar
on Sept 21.

Also present during the hando-
ver ceremony were Komtar assem-
blyman Teh Lai Heng and MBPP
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang.
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TE “Penang Safe Family
Policy”, which was recently in-
troduced by the state govern-
ment, aims to transform the mind-
set of the community and create
awareness on how we, being an
individual, can be instrumental in
saving someone’s life.

Chong Eng, the state executive
councillor for Non- Islamic Religious
Affairs and Social Development,
said it will be implemented at state
agencies and local government of-
fices first.

Chong Eng said the support
service, called the “First Support
Point”, to facilitate victims of do-

Policy

mestic violence, would be available
at the state agencies and local
government offices which already
have a clientcounter at their de-
partments.

“Later on, it will be implement-
ed at the state assemblymen’s
service centres, religious bodies,
non-governmental  organisations
(NGOs), social movements and oth-
er parties at the grassroots level.

“We need to send out a strong
message to everyone that the
state government will not tolerate
domestic violence,” said Chong
Eng during her speech at the open-
ing ceremony of the Penang Safe
Family workshop on Sept 22.

A total of 68 representatives
from the State Economic Planning
Unit, all five district offices, Penang

Island City Council (MBPP) and Se-
berang Perai City Council (MBSP)
took part in the one-day workshop
which was facilitated by the Wom-
en’s Centre for Change (WCC).

Besides that, the Penang Safe
Family Policy will also be imple-
mented at the relevant federal
agencies.

Chong Eng added that based on
the statistics given by the police, a
total of 343 cases involving domes-
tic violence were reported in 2019.

“During the movement control
order (MCO), there were 33 cases
pertaining to domestic violence in
which 26% of them involved men.

Chong,I_Eng (standmg,
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“l believe that the number of
cases (domestic violence) could be
more than what had been reported
because due to stigma, people do
not bring the matter to the limelight.

“Now with the establishment
of a ‘First Support Point’ service
counter, civil servants would be
acting as the frontliners to assist
victims as this issue is no more
seen as an ‘individual problem’,”
said Chong Eng, adding that subse-
quent training sessions would be
done with different groups.

“l have also suggested to Dep-
uty Chief Minister | Datuk Ahmad
Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman to set up

counters at mosques and surau.
Religious bodies such as the Hindu
Sangam, Christian association and
Buddhist association have also
given their support,” added Chong
Eng.

Also present were Penang
Women Development Corporation
(PWDC) chief executive officer Ong
Bee Leng, Penang Social Welfare
Department senior assistant direc-
tor Haslinda Abd Samad, state Eco-
nomic Planning Unit chief assistant
secretary Nazrulizam Kamaruddin
and manager of WCC Seberang
and Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita
Ooi Say Tee.

RM500,000 boost for construction
of new CLHS building

THE Penang government
has pledged a contribution of
RM500,000 to Chung Ling High
School (CLHS) for the construction
of a RM22 million multi-purpose
building behind the existing main
building in Jalan Air Itam.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
announced the allocation at the
groundbreaking ceremony on Sept
19.

“The state government believes
that education is the foundation of
the nation and that talents are the
most important asset of Penang,”
Chow said in his speech after tak-
ing part in the groundbreaking cer-
emony.

“Beginning in 2008, the state
government was the first to system-
atically allocate funds to various
primary and secondary schools in
Penang, which has largely eased
the financial difficulties of these
schools.

“Chung Ling is one of the few
schools in the state that has a high
percentage of 90% of science stu-
dents.

“It can be seen that the school
attaches great importance to
mathematics and science educa-
tion and spares no effort in pro-
moting STEM education,” Chow
said.

“Some of its students have
also won international scientific
research awards, including the in-
vention of a cinnamon insecticide
last year. Two Chung Ling students
even have an asteroid named after
them following their success in the
Chemistry category in an interna-
tional science fair.

“I hope that other schools will
emulate Chung Ling and groom
more internationally competitive
mathematics and science profes-
sionals for the state government.”

Chow also expressed his wish
that the project would be success-
fully completed as the Covid-19
pandemic has disrupted every-
one’s daily routines to some ex-
tent.

Chow added that the govern-
ment has also spent RM3.24
million to set up makerlabs in 89
schools in Penang to provide stu-
dents with opportunities to access
and experience high technology.

Joining Chow at the ground-
breaking ceremony were Social
Development and  Non-slamic
Religious Affairs Committee chair-
man Chong Eng, Bukit Bendera MP
Wong Hon Wai, Air ltam assembly-
man Joseph Ng and CLHS board
of directors chairman Datuk Seri
Koay Hean Eng.

First klndy iIn Tech Dome Penang

TECH Dome Penang,
the state’s science cen-
tre, scored another first
recently with the setting
up of a kindergarten at
its premises.

Called Tadika Whyte-
house, it was initiated
by Tech Dome Penang
and Whytehouse Edu-
cation Group to provide
affordable and quality
pre-school education.

Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow praised the
setting up of the kinder-
garten which can cater
to some 30 students.

“The state would like
to congratulate Tech
Dome Penang and Whytehouse
Education Group on this excellent
initiative.

“The initiative is much proven
as the group offers half of the
regular fees while waiving other
fee components to all government
servants to ensure they can ben-
efit from the quality programmes.

“This will be a great help for
parents especially in these hard
times due to the current Covid-19
pandemic.

“The state believes the tadika
will give the children a great head-
start on their education journey

Chow showing a keen interest in the art works by the kids at
the kindergarten.

and develop a scientific mind from
a young age.

“Putting all these together, |
believe we should have a winning
combination for this special sci-
ence, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) kindergarten
— a special and unique location in
a science discovery centre, afford-
able fees and a special STEM edu-
cation programme developed by
passionate science and education
individuals.

“I hope to see many more little
feet here in the years to come and
who knows, among these little feet

will be scientists, in-
dustry captains and
maybe even the next
chief minister and
prime minister of
Malaysia,” he said
in his speech at the
opening ceremony of
Tadika Whytehouse
at Tech Dome, Kom-
tar.
Whytehouse
Education Group is
an established pre-
school institution in

Penang with more

than 10 years’ expe-

rience, striving and
providing quality edu-
cation in five centres
to over 200 children in the state.

Tech Dome Penang chief execu-
tive officer Dr Khong Yoon Loong
said they were looking to expand
the kindergarten to accommodate
some 80 children by next year.

“We are searching for funds for
the expansion purposes as there
is much space for such ideas,” he
said.

Khong added that enrolment to
the kindergarten was open to ew-
eryone, with civil servants charged
RM400 per month for each child
and non-<ivil servants charged
RM1,100 for each child.
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ESPITE the disruption
aused by the Covid-19 pan-

demic, the restoration of the
Penang Wadda Gurdwara Sahib in
Jalan Gurdwara is progressing well.

Heritage architecture and cultural
anthropology consultant Dr Gwynn
Jenkins said the progress has
reached Phase 3.2 which involved
stripping up parts of the building
to discover the changes that hap-
pened over the years.

Jenkins said the team has found
the changes that happened (good
and bad) back in the 60s and 70s.

“Now we know what we have to
rebuild and how to move forward in
Phase Four, which will be the main
conservation project.

“The Penang Wadda Gurdwara
Sahib is a brick and plaster lime
water, low-bearing building. It has an
interesting structure and is very un-
usual in Malaysia,” she told report-
ers at the gurdwara on Sept 16.

Jenkins said a heritage manage-
ment plan is important to learn all
the parts of the building, so that it
could be restored properly.

“It saves you time and funds,”

of wors

she said.

Jenkins said Phase One of the
project involved digging the ground
and looking at the foundation;
checking the levels of the floor;
opening part of the staircase and
drilling the walls to see if there is
lime plaster underneath it.

“Phase Two involves moving the
people to the back of the building;
while Phase Three is stripping up
the staircase, opening up a section
of the prayer hall floor to understand
the top vault and how they were
built.

“On the last day of the stripping
up works, we took out a piece of
plaster and discovered that the cor-
ridor below, which has a flat ceiling,
was in fact once a vault,” she said.

The restoration work of Penang
Wadda Gurdwara Sahib is sched-
uled to be completed in two years.

The gurdwara Conservation and
Restoration Committee chairman
Datuk Mahinder Singh Dulku said
the estimated cost of the restora-
tion work has increased to RM5.2
million.

“It is a challenge for us to raise
funds for the restoration work due
to Covid-19.

“We are reaching out to the pub-

ip

lic via social media to seek kind con-
tributors.

“| believe that we will be able to
raise enough funds by the end of
next year,” he said.

Mahinder said donors could call
012-4300497 (Sukhveer Kaur, hon-
orary secretary of the gurdwara),
0124234477 (Daljit Singh, presi-
dent) or himself at 012-4735708
for more details.

It was reported that the gurd-
wara, a Category One heritage build-
ing, had not undergone any restora-
tion work since it was constructed.

The construction of the gurd
wara, then called the Diamond Ju-

bilee Sikh Temple, started with the
laying of the foundation stone on
June 3, 1901.

Meanwhile, Penang Local Gov-
ernment, Housing, Town and Coun-
try Planning Commitee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo brought great
news to the gurdwara when he
announced that its latest applica-
tion to the RIBI (places of worship
other than Islam) Fund has been ap-
proved.

He announced that the gurdwara
would be receiving RM50,000 from
the RIBI Fund following the approval.

Also receiving RM50,000 each
were the Penang Lay Buddhist So-

ciety, Sri Krishna Bagawan Alayam
temple and Penang Christian Cen-
tre.

Jagdeep said the Penang govern-
ment is concerned and would assist
all places of worship, both Islam
and non-slam.

“The Islamic places of worship
are under the responsibility of the
Penang Islamic Religious Council
(MAIPP); while we have the Places
of Worship other than Islam Com-
mittee to assist the RIBI.

“We have received 165 applica-
tions and have distributed about
RM6.775 million since 2016,” he
said.

New role for old bungalow

THE century-old Hillside Bungalow
on Penang Hill has been restored
to enhance visitors' experience to
the resort.

The project, named Hillside
Retreat, is among the state gov-
ernment's initiatives to further
promote Penang Hill as the hill re-
sort of choice in Malaysia and the
region.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who attended the opening cere-
mony of the bungalow on Sept 19,
said the initiative was in tandem
with the state government's effort
in promoting eco-tourism.

"The bungalow, which is clas-
sified as a Category Il Heritage
Building under the Penang Hill Lo-
cal Plan (1998) and Penang Hill
Special Area Plan (2016), has its
unique features.

"The project is a partnership
between Penang Hill Corporation
(PHC) and a private company, Pem-
binaan YSBT (M) Sdn Bhd, who will
be managing the bungalow stay,"
Chow said.

PHC is also working on the res-
toration of the Edgecliff Bungalow
to be turned into an information
centre-cum-gallery.

A few other restoration works
such as the Woodside Bungalow,
Convalescent Bungalow and Fern-
hill Bungalow are ongoing.

"All development proposals on
Penang Hill will be evaluated by
the corporation's technical panel-
ists who will follow strict guidelines
when evaluating the proposals.

"PHC will ensure the sustain-
ability of Penang Hill and will not
work against it," Chow said.

Project architect and designer
Thesis Architects Sdn Bhd applied
a mixture of contemporary and
British colonial style in its interior
design.

The newly restored bungalow
has four boutique rooms with four
bathrooms, four bunker rooms,
and a space with 14 tents to ac-
commodate a total of at least 66
people at any one time.

Those who are interested can

Bl B . -

check out Hillside Retreat's face-
book page at https://www.face-
book.com/hillsideretreatpenang

On a separate note, Chow said
the Cabinet has approved the ap-
plication by PHC for Penang Hill to
be recognised as a Unesco Bio-
sphere Reserve.

"Now, we await the relevant min-
istry to submit the application on
behalf of PHC.

"If PHC gets the approval from
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Unesco, the impact on Penang
Hill would be great, just like when
George Town was declared a Unes-
co World Heritage Site.

"However, it may take two, three
or five years before more tourists
from all over the world visit Penang
Hill - a hill that is 130 million years
old," he said.

PHC general manager Datuk
Cheok Lay Leng said the Energy
and Natural Resources Ministry
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would be sending the application
to the Malaysian National Commis-
sion for Unesco (MNCU).

"The approval may take a year
or two and the officials from Unes-
€O may visit us.

"The 12,481ha proposed Pen-
ang Hill Unesco Biosphere Re-
serve encompasses Penang Hill,
the permanent forest reserves,
Penang National Park and the ma-
rine park," Cheok said.
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HE Penang government has
Tset its sights on building 100

Community Farming projects
in the next five years, especially
by utilising available pockets of
land in the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
revealed this after launching the
pilot project, known as “Kebun
Kita(r)”, at the Penang Digital Li-
brary 1 (PDL 1) in Jalan Masjid
Negeri on Sept 14.

It is located beside the Chief
Minister  Incorporated  (CMI)-
owned PDL 1 building where red
spinach, bok choi (pak choi), cab-
bage, round and long brinjal and
long beans are grown over less
than a 2,000sq ft area — mostly
on raised beds and a few on sen-
sor loT-enabled vertical aquapon-
ics.

Chow said the project was
also in line with the state’s Pen-
ang2030 vision in creating a
“Family-focused Green and Smart
State that Inspires the Nation” as
well as a kind of food security for
the state and country.

He said the state saw that
community farming has bright
prospects following the success
of “Malaysia First Vanilla Smart
Farm” launched at Permatang
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Pauh Agropark on Aug 13 with the
aim of upgrading the economy by
increasing household income.

“Through this community farm-
ing initiative, the produce will be
distributed to existing channels
such as the Mutiara Food Bank
in Penang for the underprivileged
like the B40 group,” Chow said
in his speech at the opening cer-
emony of the Community Farming
project.

“In this respect, | also call
upon the state government de-
partments and agencies to meet
the challenge of implementing
community farming under the
supervision of their respective
departments and agencies to
achieve the state’s intention of
creating 100 community farming
projects.”

Chow, whose residence also
has an urban farm covering about
200sq ft, congratulated CMI,
Think City and Tanjung Malim-
based Universiti Pendidikan Sul-
tan Idris (UPSI) for their collabora-
tion in developing the project to
further transform Penang into a
green and smart state.

He also thanked the state Ag-
riculture Department for providing
the seedlings.

Think City provided the funding
of about RM35,000 while UPSI
used its expertise to develop the
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project by employlng Internet of
Things (loT) to run the agricultural
system.

Also present at the opening
ceremony were state executive
councillors Jagdeep Singh Deo,

Datuk Abdul HaI|m Hussain and
Yeoh Soon Hin, and assembly-
men Joseph Ng, Ong Ah Teong,
Chris Lee and Daniel Gooi.
Others included CMI deputy
general manager Bharathi Sup-

(From left) Lee, Teh, Ong (in light blue long-sleeved shirt), Gooi and
Ng (squatting) giving their thumbs-up to the Community Farm project
at Penang Digitial Library 1.

piah, UPSI Faculty of Arts Com
puting and Creative Industry dean
Assoc Prof Dr Mohd Zahuri Khai-
rani, UPSI Assoc Prof Dr Che Za-
lina Zulkifli and UPSI Prof Dr Mohd
Fauzi Sedon, Think City managing
director Hamdan Abdul Majeed
and Think City project manager G.
Karthigayan.

Jagdeep, who is Datuk Kera-
mat assemblyman, hoped that
the project would also be set up
in other parts of the state and
that UPSI would further collabo-
rate with the state in other proj-
ects.

Mohd Zahuri said UPSI not only
wants to impart knowledge and
services to its students, but also
contribute to society.

“Our doors are always open to
have mutual understanding with
other agencies and industrial
people," he added.

Plans afoot for Penang’s first integrated senior living resort

PENANG’s first integrated senior
living resort will be built in Balik
Pulau when its plan gets the ap-
proval from the state government
and local authorities.

A joint venture agreement for
the RM180 million project was
signed between MTT Group of
Companies executive chairman
and Botanica Hills Sdn Bhd chair-
man Datuk Seri Kenny Ong (pix)
and Eden-On-The-Park Sdn Bhd
chairman John Chin during a cer-
emony on Sept 22.

It was also witnessed by Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow and
state Housing, Local Govern-
ment, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo.

The 32-acre project, known as
Eden at Botanica.CT, will feature
a nursing care residence and a
low-density Active Living Resort

comprising villas and condomini-
ums in two tower blocks in Bo-
tanica.CT, a thriving township in
Balik Pulau.

The state planning committee
has agreed in principle to the
project but the developers are
subject to certain guidelines that
would be firmed up by the local
authority.

The joint venture will be mod-
elled after Eden’s award-winning
Kuching Care Residence in Kuch-
ing, which was built five years
ago and licensed by the Health
Ministry and Sarawak Welfare
Department.

Chow said having a senior care
model like this is very much in
line with the state government’s
Penang2030 vision of a “Family
Focused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation”.

“In the next decade, the num-

ber of Penangites aged over
60, including myself, will nearly
double, thus adding pressure on
healthcare services and increas-
ing demand for centres for the
aged,” Chow said in his speech.

“Elderly care facilities are one
of the important components of
an aging society.

“As the government, we need
to be prepared for an aging soci-
ety. | think it will be very challeng-
ing for the government as the ag-
ing population grows bigger and
bigger.

“We hope that no one will be
left behind in terms of care facili-
ties for senior citizens. And there
is definitely a great demand and a
great opportunity to provide such
services, whether by the public
sector or government sector.

“This project is a great exam-
ple of corporate organisations

whose ethos is to contribute to
positive social change.”

Jagdeep stressed the impor-
tance of carrying out the pioneer
project in Penang properly by the
two companies to set a good ex-
ample for others to follow.

“We welcome this meaningful
project but it is important that we
have to come up with guidelines
since this is our first project,"”
Jagdeep said in his speech.

Ong said their aim is to pro-
vide senior citizens a comfort-
able, safe and tranquil place to
live out their golden years.

He said according to the De-
partment of Statistics, Malaysia
is well on its way to becoming an
aging society.

“It is projected that by 2030,
15% of our population will be 60
years old and above. By 2040,
it is projected that one in five

Malaysians will be aged 60 and
above, hence, giving the country
an aging status," said Ong.

Eden-On-The-Park  managing
director Victory Fong said unlike
the more developed countries,
Malaysia unfortunately does not
have a well-developed system to
look after its elderly.

He said for a population of
32 million, the federal govern-
ment has only 17 care centres
at Rumah Seri Kenangan and
Rumah Ehsan, while the rest are
privately operated.
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uStory by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

ONCERNED about the
Cplight of petty traders fac-

ing economic uncertainty
due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
the Bagan Dalam service centre
conducted a special programme
to assist them to get licences to
operate their businesses.

The programme, known as
“Programme to Boost Local
Economy of Butterworth Petty
Traders” (Program Perancakkan
Ekonomi Tempatan Peniaga Kecil
Butterworth), was held at Butter-
worth Digital Library on Sept 13.

A total of 25 petty traders from
Butterworth and nearby areas
joined in the half-day event.

Bagan Dalam assemblyman

ARA 0CTOBER 16— 31,2020

Help for petty traders

Satees Muniandy said they had
to limit the number of partici-
pants to adhere to the standard
operating procedures (SOPs) to
curb the spread of Covid-19.

He said the programme was
important because many petty
traders nowadays did not know
the correct way to apply for an
operating licence.

“So, our objective is that we
want to make it easier for them
to apply for one.

“Through this programme,
they are put into a three-hour
food-handling course and after
that, all of them get their typhoid
vaccination which is part of the
requirements to get the licence
from the Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP).

“The course was conducted by
a training school recognised by

the Health Ministry while typhoid
vaccination was by a local health
clinic. The costs for both are fully
borne by my service centre.

“They just need to pay RM30
when they submit the application
form to MBSP, which takes about
two weeks to process,” he told
reporters after officiating the pro-
gramme on Sept 13.

Satees said those who missed
the chance to join the programme
and urgently need a licence can
come to his service centre to be
assisted on that matter.

He also said they planned to
organise such programmes twice
a year starting from next year.

“Hopefully, this will help more
petty traders in Butterworth and
nearby areas to get their licenc-
es and later on to spur the local
economy here,” he said.

Satees (left) presenting the certificate to one of the
participants of the programme.

Spirit of togetherness at football carnival

A FRIENDLY atmosphere pre-
vailed among the players and
spectators from various races
at the Kampung Baru Alma
MPKK Football Carnival held in
conjunction with the 57th Ma-
laysia Day celebration at Sta-
dium Mini Permatang Rawa re-
cently.

Organised by Kampung Baru
Alma MPKK (Village Community
Management Council) in col-
laboration with KB Rangers on
Sept 16, the tournament saw
five invited Under-12 teams tak-
ing part this year.

Chong Eng, the state ex-
ecutive councillor in charge of
Social Development and Non-
Islamic Religious Affairs, said
she was proud of Kampung
Baru Alma MPKK for holding the
meaningful carnival in which
Chinese, Indian and Malay play-
ers came together to play in a
sporting spirit.

“The establishment of Malay-
sia on Sept 16, 1963 is an im-
portant history for our country,”
Chong Eng said in her speech.

“Therefore, let us all appreci-
ate this date and the struggles
of our leaders to gain indepen-
dence. Let us also never allow
political leaders from any party
to destroy unity among all of us
because we are all children of
Malaysia!

“When forming Malaysia, the
agreement among the races
was and is to build a harmoni-
ous and peaceful country that
we can be proud of in the eyes

of the world.

“Malaysia has various rac-
es, cultures and religions. Al-
though our ancestors came
from abroad to work or do busi-
ness here, we must not forget
their contributions that helped
achieve independence.”

Kampung Baru Alma MPKK
secretary Rosli Puteh said pre-
vious tournaments attracted
more teams but because of the

Covid-19 threat, they decided to
limit this year’s tournament to
only five.

“We may open the tourna-
ment to 15 teams in future,”
Rosli said.

On the competition proper,
Akademi Bolasepak Wira Muda
emerged as the champion team,
followed by Pauhz United FC, KB
Rangers ‘A’, Phoenix Warriors

FC, and KB Rangers ‘B’.

The winning Akademi Bolasepak Wira Muda players with

their team officials.

PWDC to focus on women’s,
children’s well-being

THE Penang Women Development
Corporation (PWDC) will be setting
up a unit to cater to the well-being
of families and children next year.

Chong Eng, the state executive
councillor for Social Development
and Non-Islamic Religious Affairs,
said the unit would be working
with various non-governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs) that share the
same objectives but operate in dif-
ferent languages.

"For instance, Sneham Malay-
sia provides a toll-free hotline pre-
dominantly in Tamil for those who
are suffering from personal crisis
(mentally and emotionally).

"The state government is also
discussing how to collaborate
with relevant units and formulate
pre-marital courses to ensure that
strong marriages are built.

"We will also focus on areas
such as children's preschool edu-
cation," said Chong Eng when she
visited Home Dynamics, a chari-
table organisation on Sept 14.

Home Dynamics provides free
counselling services for those who
need a positive outlook in life de-
spite the challenges that they are
facing.

Counselling service is avail-
able from Monday to Saturday
from 10am to 6pm (1pm to 2pm
- break).

Those who need legal consulta-
tion on marriage can visit the or-
ganisation every second Saturday
of the month from 10am to 6pm.

For details, visit Home Dynam-
ics at 93-1, Jalan Gurdwara, Ta-
man Windmill, George Town or call
04-2109923,/04-2109925.
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DCMI eyes community -
growth as he steers

cooperatives

uStory by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

EPUTY Chief Minister | Da-
Duk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman (pix), who recently
assumed the new Cooperatives
portfolio, said the main element
that he would focus on is commu-
nity growth.
He took over the Cooperatives
portfolio from exco member Da-
tuk Abdul Halim Hussein who

now holds the Trade and Indus-
try portfolio as well as the Entre-
preneurial Development portfolio
from Sept 15.

Besides the Cooperatives port-
folio, Ahmad Zakiyuddin maintains
the Islamic Affairs and Commu-
nity Empowerment (formerly called
Community Relations) portfolios.

“As for my new portfolio (Co-
operatives), my office and | will
look into ways and means on how
to stimulate community growth
among cooperatives in the state.

“For that to happen, we will be
working closely with the Malaysia
Co-Operative Societies Commis-
sion (SKM) and discuss community-
based initiatives that will give great
importance to the understanding of
the cooperatives sector and how
useful it will be for the people.

“It is important that we encour-
age the cooperatives sector to be
financially sound, progressive and
most importantly maintain confi-
dence through various initiatives
that will be planned in the future,”

)

he told Buletin Mutiara during a
brief interview session in Komtar.

He added that a more detailed
plan for the new portfolio would be
revealed soon.

S

NAZ il
“For my other two portfolios, the
focus will also be on how the com-
munity can benefit through various
efforts by the state and my office,”
Ahmad Zakiyuddin added.

Penang cares for the aged

rv
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TE Penang government is
still welcoming corporations
and organisations that are
willing to set up retirement villages
in the state.

State Welfare and Environment
Committee chairman Phee Boon
Poh (pix) said the idea to set up
a retirement village in Penang was
mooted about 10 years ago.

“We met with an insurance
company to discuss the proposal.
We saw the need to address ser-
vices for the aging population in
Penang.

“We welcome corporations and
organisations to meet us and dis-
cuss the proposal,” Phee said in
an interview recently.

“It is crucial for us to address
issues pertaining to an aging soci-
ety and provide good social health-
care.

“Life expectancy has in-
creased, and Penang has
been regarded by many as

7 one of the best places to re-
tire,” he added.

It was recently reported that

Penang would be having
its first integrated
senior living resort

in Balik Pulau

when the plan

gets the

approval
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state government and the local
authorities.

The joint venture agreement
for the RM180 million project was
signed between MTT Group of
Companies executive chairman
and Botanica Hills Sdn Bhd chair-
man Datuk Seri Kenny Ong and
Eden-On-The-Park Sdn Bhd chair-
man John Chin.

The 32-acre project, known as
Eden at Botanica.CT, will feature a
nursing care residence and a low-
density Active Living Resort com-
prising villas and condominiums in
two tower blocks in Botanica.CT, a
thriving township in Balik Pulau.

Commenting on his portfolios,
Phee said the caring society port-
folio was part and parcel of the
welfare system.

“In other words, care and wel-
fare co-exist,” he said.

Phee, however, said having
new portfolios does not mean that
the state executive council (exco)
members would be working in si-
los.

“We work together to cover any
shortcomings and we move for-
ward as a team,” he said.

Besides welfare, Phee urged
the people to use reusable face
masks.

“Penang has a population of
about 1.7 million. Imagine if only
50% of the population are using
disposable face masks, we need
to dispose of nearly 900,000 face
masks daily,” he said.

Phee added that matters
pertaining to single use plastic
remained a top priority to be ad-
dressed.
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Banking on
the power of|

teamwork

EAMWORK will be of
Tparamount importance

as the Penang state ex-
ecutive council (exco) con-
tinues to spearhead efforts
to take the state to further
heights following the recent
mid-term exco reshuffle, says
Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof
Dr P. Ramasamy (pix).

As the state exco braces it-
self for the second half of its
term under very challenging
times, Ramasamy remains
calm and confident that more
can be achieved for the peo-
ple.

In the reshuffle, Ramasa-
my relinquished his Economic
Planning portfolio to Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who
has combined it with the Land
Matters portfolio as econom-
ic planning and development
at the state level is tied to

land management.

Retaining his Human Re-
sources (formerly known as
Human Capital Development),
Education, and Science &
Technology portfolios, Rama-
samy relishes the task ahead
though no one knows how
things are going to pan out
with Covid-19 still a threat.

“We all work as a team,
rather than in silos,” said
Ramsamy in a recent inter-
view with Buletin Mutiara.

“That’s the whole idea of
the restructuring. We've an
integrated approach because
there are a lot of issues that
overlap with one another.

“You cannot prevent too
much of overlapping but you
can reduce it to some extent.

“Having a portfolio does
not mean you are confined to
that portfolio. You also have

<t

to look into other issues that
are related.”

Education, which comes
under his portfolio, is dear to
Ramasamy’s heart. He runs
the Tamil schools committee
and is also the board chair-
man of the Penang Tech Cen-
tre Berhad.

Ramasamy said STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering
and mathematics) is an im-

portant concern of the Pen-
ang government.

For that reason, Penang
STEM was established, bring-
ing together clusters like Tech
Dome Penang, Penang Skills
Development Corporation,
Penang Science Centre, Pen-
ang Digital Library, Penang
Math Platform and Connect,
Accelerate, Transcend (@
CAT).

“The whole basis of having
Penang STEM is to inculcate
the interest in science and
technology amongst students
in particular.

“We feel there is a decline
in interest in science and
technology, resulting in reduc-
tion in students taking up sci-
ence studies.The whole idea
is to make science learning
interesting,” he said.

Chong Eng to use social
development portfolio to do more

TATE executive council-
lor Chong Eng, who re-
cently had her portfolio

renamed as Social Develop-
ment, has assured that all the

initiatives for women, family
development and gender inclu-
siveness would still continue
following the portfolio’s re-
branding.

cOvID-19
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Chong Eng, who is still in
charge of Non-Islamic Reli-
gious Affairs, said the Social
Development portfolio would
enable her to play a much big-
ger role and do more for the
state.

“This means social devel-
opment will encompass every-
thing, from women, children to
families, men, and society as a
whole,” Chong Eng told Buletin
Mutiara during a brief interview
session in Komtar recently.

“So when the scope is big-
ger, more things can be done
including more allocation for
my portfolio. Thus, more poli-
cies can be formulated and im-
plemented in the future,”she
added.

The reshuffle of portfolios
involving some of the 11 state
executive councillors was an-
nounced by Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow on Sept 9 so that they
could carry out their initiatives

in the most effective manner.

Chong Eng added the Social
Development portfolio would
also enable her to address ef-
fectively many social problems
among the community in Penang.

“As an example, | can focus
on the baby dumping issue,
poverty, drug abuse, bullying
and many others.

“These are all social prob-
lems that come under my So-
cial Development portfolio and
they urgently need to be ad-
dressed,” she said.

According to Chong Eng, her
portfolio also touches on oth-
er aspects such as education
and the well-being of senior
citizens.

“In the next decade, there
will be more senior citizens in
Penang. We thus need to pre-
pare them with better social
facilities.

“We must also ensure that
the state government has a
policy in taking care of them
as we are heading towards an
ageing society,” she said.
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TIE Penang government has
urged all stakeholders to jointly
grow the tourism sector.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said he is happy to note that the
tourism industry is on the road to
recovery.

“The Covid-19 pandemic has
significantly affected public health
impacting businesses and the econ-
omy.

“Many events, exhibitions, con-
ferences, seminars, forums, meet-
ings and others were either post-
poned or cancelled from March this
year to the first quarter of 2021,” he

'PEHANG 2020

said in his speech during the closing
ceremony of World Hospitality, Life-
style and Entertainment Exhibition
(WHOLE PENANG 2020) at Setia
SPICE Convention Centre on Sept
12.

Chow congratulated the organ-
iser, Alpine Group Services, and the
event partners for organising the
first hybrid trade event in Penang, in
view of the Covid-19 pandemic situ-
ation.

He said economic health and
public health are two terms that are
used very often.

“When we want to promote pub-
lic health, it is not necessarily at the
expense of economic health; just
as what we witnessed at the begin-
ning of the movement control order

(MCO).

“At the beginning of the MCO,
there was a national lockdown and
the economy got locked down as
well.

“We learned from that and we
are still learning.

“The state government appre-
ciates the federal government for
taking the right approach (now) by
implementing the lockdown at the
locality level.

“The targeted lockdown of a
particular locality, coupled with My-
Sejahtera, will help the government
manage the outbreak in a particular
area and contain it.

“It will not be at the expense of
the national economy,” he added.

Chow also spoke on the recently

English Sectlonedltor ChrlstopherTan receiving the certificate
of appreciation from Chow on behalf of Buletin Mutiara for being
the official media partner of WHOLE PENANG 2020. Also present

is Jacobson (right).

phased-out PGCare app.

Chow said the state has stopped
the use of PGCare and advised Pen-
angites to use MySejahtera.

“By the time we stopped the us-
age of the PGCare app, we had over
1.3 million registered users when
Penang’s population is only 1.8 mil-
lion,” he said.

“The Ministry of Health (MOH) is
open to collaborate with the state
government.

“We have decided to surrender
all the data that we've collected
during the period when we used PG-
Care, to MySejahtera.

“The Penang government is not a
‘naughty’ state government. We can
also work with the federal govern-
ment for the benefit of the people,”
he added.

The WHOLE PENANG 2020 pro-
vided a platform for the hospitality
industry players to showcase their
products during the three-day trade
event which ended today.

Also present at the closing cer-
emony were Alpine Group Services
managing director Anita Jacobson
and Malaysian Association of Ho-
tels (Penang Chapter) chairman
Khoo Boo Lim.

Amnah (centre) visiting the booths during the WHOLE PENANG
2020 event.

Call to support each other,
buy local products

MALAYSIANS have been called to
support local brands or chains to
mitigate the impact caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Tanamera Wellness Centre co-
founder Mohamad Faisal Ahmad
Fadzil said the pandemic has dis-
rupted many lives and the econo-
my.

“It is time for us to support
each other and work together as
Malaysians.

“Support the local chain and
buy local products.

“Buy your coffee from the kopi-
tiam rather than a cup of foreign
brand coffee.

“We are as good or better than

the international brands.

“We can survive this pandemic
if we work together,” he said dur-
ing the Asean Tourism Forum 1 Co-
Organised with TIN Media — "The
Rise of Muslim Hospitality Tour-
ism” at WHOLE PENANG 2020 in
Setia SPICE Convention Centre on
Sept 11.

Mohamad Faisal added that
operators need to be more inno-
vative in their business to attract
customers.

He advised Malaysians to be
proud of their products.

“Be proud of what you have. Do
not hide your culture. Share it with
others.

“We have different cultures and
they are beautiful. People should
be more open with their culture
and business,” he said.

Arab Malaysian Chamber of
Commerce (AMCC) vice-president
Amnah Shaari concurred.

She said the pandemic has
changed the way people work and
live.

“Going digital is now the new
norm.

“People are coming up with
new ideas to meet the challenges;
just like this event which has been
made a hybrid event to cater to
visitors, both physical and virtual,”
she said.
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Entopia chief of sales and marketing May Ang (second from
right), Tropical Spice Garden sales and PR manager Evelyne
Teh Thiry (second from left) and their colleagues promoting
their products at the event.
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E Malaysia Convention and

I Exhibition Bureau (MyCEB),
in collaboration with local as-
sociations, has successfully man-
aged to bid and secure 20 interna-
tional conferences which are to be
held between this year and 2024.

Tourism, Arts and Culture Min-
ister Datuk Seri Nancy Shukri
said the conferences, which were
secured from January to August
this year, were expected to draw
14,000 delegates.

“This will bring an estimated
economic impact of RM173 mil-
lion to the country,” she said in
her speech during the opening
ceremony of the three-day World
Hospitality, Lifestyle and Entertain-
ment Exhibition and Conference

(WHOLE PENANG 2020) at Setia
SPICE Convention Centre on Sept
10.

She added that according to
the report by MyCEB, 70 events
had been postponed and 20 were
cancelled.

“As we all know, trade and busi-
ness events are highly dependent
on international arrivals.

“However, the government has
to be cautious about opening our
borders in the best interest of the
country to curb the spread of Co-
vid-19.

“We are working towards help-
ing the local industry players and
to get them ready to bounce back
when the time comes,” she said.

Nancy said, based on the oc-
cupancy report from the Malay-
sian Association of Hotels (MAH),

Yeoh (centre), Ashwin and Khoo (right) visiting the Penang Hill Corporation booth during the
WHOLE PENANG 2020 at Setia SPICE Convention Centre.

the overall occupancy rate in the
country is about 38%, with high
occupancy recorded at beach and
island destinations.

“The cities are still at a low
20%.

“The average occupancy rate in
Penang is 37%.

“While George Town and main
areas experience lower occupan-
cy, Batu Ferringhi fared really well
at over 70%, especially on week-
ends.

“Penang is known internation-

ally as a prime destination for both
leisure and business travellers.

“| am confident that WHOLE
PENANG 2020 will enable us to
build connections that will be of
great use in jump-starting our re-
spective tourism and hospitality
sectors,” she said.

Later, MAH Penang Chapter
chairman Khoo Boo Lim told re-
porters that some hotels in Pen-
ang were doing really well on week-
ends.

Also present at the opening

ceremony were Penang Tourism
Development, Arts, Culture and
Heritage Commitee  chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin, Penang Island City
Council mayor Datuk Yew Tung Se-
ang, Malaysia Tourism Promotion
Board domestic and event division
senior director Datuk Dr Amar Abd
Ghapar, Ministry of Tourism, Arts
and Culture (Penang office) direc-
tor Jonathan Freddy P. Bagang,
and Penang Convention and Exhi-
bition Bureau (PCEB) chief execu-
tive officer Ashwin Gunasekeran.

Hotels, travel agents

HOTEL operators have been ad-
vised to work with travel agents to
develop domestic tour packages
for corporate companies and gov-
ernment departments.

Malaysia Association of Hotels
(MAH) president Mohamad Halim
Merican said the association en-
couraged hotels to work with travel
agents and devise domestic tour
packages.

“Rather than having them travel
individually, perhaps hotels and
travel agents can come up with
packages for companies or depart-
ments to travel on weekdays.

“The visitors can enjoy fair room
rates, transportation will be cov-
ered, among others.

“It is for the members to talk
to the travel agents and imple-
ment the ideas,” he said during
the WHOLE PENANG 2020 hybrid
forum “Rethink, Reconnect & Re-
invent Domestic Tourism” at Setia
SPICE Convention Centre on Sept
10.

Mohamad Halim said the idea
could benefit other components of
the tourism industry.

He said the association had pre-

sented about 25 stimulus ideas to
the government to promote do-
mestic travel.

“We are happy that 16 ideas
were considered,” he said.

He added that now is the time
to travel locally.

“International tourist arrivals
are seasonal. Like in Penang, the
state receives a huge influx from
December to February or March,”
he said.

He said domestic tourists could
fill the gap left by international tour-
ists.

urged to work together

“We can safely assume that 20
million Malaysians out of the 32
million population in the country
are able to travel on their own.

“International arrivals to Malay-
sia (year-onyear) ranges between
25 million and 28 million.

“Compare the two, there is a
difference of only about eight mil-
lion.

“So, definitely, domestic tour-
ists can fill the gap,” he said.

Malaysia Tourism Promotion
Board domestic and event division
senior director Datuk Dr Amar Abd

Ghapar said tourism industry play-
ers must remain resilient and work
as a team to revive the industry.

“Each component should com-
plement the other.

“We need to see ‘movement of
people’ in tourism.

“We cannot do it only virtually.
Tourism is all about the senses —
touch, see, smell, taste and hear,”
he said.

Joining Mohamad Halim and
Amar were Malaysian Association
of Tour and Travel Agents (MATTA)
past president Datuk Hamzah Rah-

mat, Malaysia Tourism Council
(MTC) president Uzaidi Udanis and
Tourism Educators Association of
Malaysia (TEAM) president Assoc
Prof Dr Mohd Hafiz Mohd Hanafiah.

Alpine Group Services organ-
ised the WHOLE PENANG 2020
in a hybrid manner in view of the
challenges caused by the Covid-19
pandemic.

The WHOLE PENANG 2020 hy-
brid concept provides both physi-
cal and virtual platforms for exhibi-
tors and visitors to take part in the
event.
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