1. Practise

physical distancing 2. Wear face masks

‘ ‘ 3. Wash hands regularly
with soap and sanitiser
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LTRA Clean Holdings
U(UCT), a United States-

headquartered company,
will be setting up a manufactur-
ing facility in Batu Kawan Indus-
trial Park in Penang at the end of
this year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the state government
was delighted that the Nasdao-
listed UCT chose Penang for its
latest expansion.

“UCT is a major industry
player in the fluid delivery criti-
cal subsystem within the semi-
conductor supply chain, which
supplies to the wafer fabrication
equipment (WFE) players,” Chow
told a press conference in Kom-
tar on July 20.

“UCT is ranked among the
top 10 suppliers in the critical
subsystems to the semiconduc-
tor and related manufacturing
industries in 2019, with the to-
tal critical subsystems revenue
estimated at US$11 billion in
2019.”

Chow added that the compa-
ny’s new facility would be its lat-
est addition to the existing sites
in the United States, Singapore,
China, Czech Republic and the
Philippines.

The construction of UCT’s
340,000sq ft facility is expected
to begin by the end of this year,
with initial production slated for
the second half of 2021.

“The new facility will create
more than 650 jobs over the
next five years, including roles in
manufacturing, engineering, re-
search and development as well
as quality management.

“UCT’s strategic investment

is a testament of Penang having
gained momentum in attracting
investments from leading play-
ers in the front-end equipment
global supply chain.

“This is a milestone in Pen-
ang’s industry transformation
journey and evidence of how
major  strategic investments
translate into technology and
economic spillovers.

“With Penang’'s robust eco-
system in back-end equipment
and automation areas, the addi-
tion of front-end equipment sup-
ply chain would power Penang
further to serve the industry’s
end-to-end needs,” Chow said.

According to SEMI, a global
industry association that repre-
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Ultra Clean

expands to Penang

%

Chow (third from right) showing the site map where Ultra Clean Holdings will set up its new facility in Batu Kawan. With him are
(from left) Abdul Halim, Ramasamy, Loo and Yeoh.

sents the electronics manufac-
turing and design supply chain,
global semiconductor equipment
sales by original equipment
manufacturers is estimated to
increase 6% to US$63.2 billion
in 2020 and expected to reach
US$70 billion in 2021.

Penang attracted RM7.1 bil-
lion of total approved manufactur-
ing investment in the first quarter
of 2020. It includes RM6.8 billion
of foreign direct investments (FDI)
or 64% of Malaysia's total manu-
facturing FDI, the highest among
the states in Malaysia.

Penang is undoubtedly the
key pillar to Malaysia’s external
trade, especially in the E&E in-
dustry. Last year, it recorded a

trade surplus of RM99 billion,
representing 72% of Malaysia’s
total trade surplus for the peri-
od, which is largely contributed
by the E&E sector.

For the splendid achievements,
Chow expressed the state’s ap-
preciation to the federal govern-
ment and Malaysian Investment
Development Authority (Mida) for
working with InvestPenang in at-
tracting UCT’s investment.

He also applauded InvestPen-
ang and Penang Development
Corporation (PDC) for their te-
nacity and hard work in facilitat-
ing the investment.

For UCT, its chief operating of-
ficer Vijay Chinnasami said UCT
is proud to partner with the Ma-

laysian government and the Pen-
ang state government to expand
their global footprint as part of
their strategic growth plan.

Also present at the press
conference were Deputy Chief
Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ramasa-
my, state Domestic & Interna-
tional Trade, Consumer Affairs
and Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Committee chairman Da-
tuk Abdul Halim Hussain, Chief
Minister’'s special investment
adviser Datuk Seri Lee Kah
Choon, InvestPenang chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk Loo Lee
Lian, PDC senior deputy gen-
eral manager Datuk Yeoh Lean
Huat and PDC deputy general
manager Aziz Bakar.
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VER the past 12 vyears,
lexus Penang has donated
over RM1 million to more

than 25 schools and other educa-
tional institutions through its corpo-
rate social responsibility activities.

Recently, Plexus Manufacturing
Sdn Bhd sponsored 20 new lap-
tops in support of the Penang gov-
ermment’s “E-Learning Computer
Programme”.

The programme was initiated by
the state to assist needy students
who do not have computers or lap-
tops so that they can take part in
elearning during the movement
control order (MCO).

Plexus APAC president Datuk
Lim Yong Jin said Plexus Penang
was happy to be able to help the fu-
ture leaders tackle the challenges
of e-learning.

“This pandemic has reminded
us of the inequality that exists in
education, particularly in schools.

e-learning &

“Remote education has become
essential in sustaining social dis-
tancing.

“Plexus Penang wants to in-
troduce more compassion into
society,” he said in his speech
before the laptop presentation
ceremony at Plexus Riverside on
July 30.

Lim said Plexus had made its
presence in Malaysia for 25 years.

Also present were Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow, state Women
and Family Development, Gender
Inclusiveness and Religions Other
Than Islam Committee chairman
Chong Eng and Penang Domestic
and International Trade, Consumer
Affairs and Entrepreneur Develop-
ment Committee chairman Datuk
Abdul Halim Hussain.

Chow said the state has con-
stantly prioritised human capital
growth.

“We set up the ‘E-Learning Com-
puter Programme’ task force that is
dedicated to developing the educa-
tion sector in the new normal.
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Chow showing keen interest in a laptop given to a student. With him is Abdul Halim (in

black coat).

“We are pleased that since the
initiation of the ‘E-Learning Com-
puter Programme’ in May, we have
received strong support from pri-
vate sectors, with companies like
Plexus stepping in to contribute to
our effort.

“To date (July 30), we have re-
ceived and refurbished a total of
222 laptops and computers that
will be collected by the eligible stu-
dents,” he said.

Chow added the state is confi-
dent that with the strong support
from the private sector, Penang
would be able to successfully de-
velop the education sector and con-
tinue to guide and nurture young
talents.

By Azmi Hussin

Good response to
Butterworth Digital Library

THE Butterworth Digital Library
(BDL), the first digital library in
Seberang Perai and the fourth of
its kind in Penang, is now becom-
ing more popular, especially with
young people.

Located in Kampung Beng-
gali, the double-storey building is
equipped with a community hall,
a digital library, conference and
seminar rooms, teleconference
room, indoor playground for kids
and cafeteria.

The other digital libraries are lo-
cated on the island, namely Pen-
ang Digital Library 1 and Penang
Digital Library 2 in Jalan Masjid
Negeri, and Penang Digital Library
@ Batu Maung at Southbay Plaza
in Batu Maung.

BDL  assistant
information technol-
ogy officer Nor Fazi-
ra Md Salleh (pix)
said the new facility
had its soft open-
ing on July 15 and
its official launch is
expected to be held
soon.

“Chief  Minister |
Chow Kon Yeow is
expected to officiate the new digi-
tal library soon.

“The Butterworth Digital Li-
brary now opens every day with
the operating hours from 8am to
10pm and there is no entrance
fee,” she told Buletin Mutiara on
Aug 3.

Although the facility was
opened only about a month ago,
Nor Fazira said it has received

overwhelming response from the
local community.

“During weekends, we usually
receive about 350 visitors while
on weekdays we record an aver-
age of about 200 visitors.

“This shows that the local com-
munity is aware of such a facility
in their place and we expect the
number to continue to rise after
the official launch,” she added.

According to Nor Fazira, Butter-
worth Digital Library currently of-
fers a 50% discount for its e-book
membership for students.

“The membership is for a one-
year period and the fee for adults
is RM60 and RM30 for student
after discount.

“Those who sub-
"™ scribe to our pack-
age can have unlim-
ited access to our
e-book database
that has over 5,400
e-books of different
genres,” she said.

Nor Fazira said the
BDL  management
also has taken some
preventive measures
to curb the spread of
Covid-19 in the facility.

“This includes a body tempera-
ture check on each visitor before
they enter the facility.

“It is also compulsory for them
to wear face masks all the time.

“Besides that, we have
placed markers on the floor and
chairs to remind our visitors
of the 1m physical distancing
rule,” she said.



HE Penang government
Thopes the Penang Interna-

tional Airport (PIA) expan-
sion project will be excluded from
the National Airports Strategic
Plan (NASP) study.

"Our stand is clear. We hope
that the PIA expansion project will
be excluded from the NASP study
because it has already reached an
advanced stage of preparedness
to implement the project," Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said in a
press conference on Aug 25.

Detailing events on the project,
Chow said it was given the nod to
proceed by the Ministry of Trans-
port (MoT) in August last year.

“The MoT approved the execu-
tion of the PIA expansion project
(with a capacity of 12 million pas-
sengers per annum) as well as
the airspace study for the north-
ern region, back in August 2019.

“The Penang government ob-
tained two progress reports from
the Malaysia Airports Holdings

Berhad (MAHB) - dated Jan 30
and March 9 this year — pertaining
to the airport expansion project.

“That was before the change of
the federal government. The Pen-
ang government has not received
any written update on the project
after that.

“According to the latest update
that we received, MAHB had ap-
proved the appointment of con-
sultants for the project on Feb
15, 2019.

“The Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) has also approved the
planning permission for the airport
expansion project,” Chow said.

He added that the PIA expan-

sion project was neither cancelled
nor postponed when Pakatan Ha-
rapan was the federal government.

He said the ministry is now
saying that it is conducting a re-
view before making any decision
(on development of airports and
short take-off landing airports in
the country).

It was reported that any pro-
posal for a new airport develop-
ment, including for the upgrading
and expansion of the PIA, would
only be considered after the NASP
study has been finalised. It was
also reported that the study is
scheduled to be completed in
2023, in line with the National

(From left) Yew, Yeoh, Chow and Freddy in a group picture with some of the tourism

operators in Penang.

Responsible tourism to woo tourists

BUILDING a sense of confidence
among local tourists is the core
element in reviving Penang's
tourism industry, says Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow.

"In order to regain the confi-
dence of our tourists, we need
to have a solid standard operat-
ing procedure (SOP) which will
give them a reassurance on their
safety when they visit Penang,"
said Chow during the launch of
the “Responsible Tourism” cam-
paign on July 30.

"Penang is heading towards
creating a responsible tourism
which would also help check the
spread of the Covid-19 transmis-
sion in the state.

"We (the state government)
have taken the necessary steps
as well as initiated guidelines to
ensure a smooth re-opening of
the tourism industry," said Chow

while adding that the state gov-
ernment would continue with its
efforts to accelerate the recov-
ery of its economy.

According to Chow, the state
government is satisfied with the
number of domestic tourists to
Penang since the re-opening of
its tourism industry.

"We hope that there will be an
increase in the number of tour-
ists to Penang as it is important
for our economy.

"We have been striking a bal-
ance between public health and
economic health since they are
equally important to us," he
added.

During the launch, some of the
tourism operators in the state
received accreditation under the
Penang Accreditation System for
successfully complying with the
SOPs during their operations.

Meanwhile, state Tourism De-
velopment, Arts, Culture and Her-
itage Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin said the campaign is a
reminder to all that adhering to
SOPs is a collective responsibil-
ity.

"The concept of responsible
tourism is where everyone needs
to play their role in making tour-
ism safer.

"Penang is the first state in
Malaysia to come up with this ap-
proach in its continuous effort to
curb the pandemic," Yeoh said.

Also present were Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) mayor
Datuk Yew Tung Seang, Penang
Convention & Exhibition Bureau
(PCEB) chief executive officer
Ashwin Gunasekeran and MOTAC
(Ministry Of Tourism and Culture)
Penang director Jonathan Freddy
P. Bagang.

Transport Policy.

Chow said that the ministry
had initially mentioned the Co-
vid-19 pandemic as the reason
that impacted the PIA expansion
project; and now it says stated
the NASP study is the reason.

“When Pakatan Harapan was
the federal government, it was
often told to shoulder the respon-
sibility to make decisions and
implement them.

“It has almost been six months
since Perikatan Nasional wrested
the federal government.

“Now that it is the federal gov-
ernment and Datuk Seri Dr Wee
(Ka Siong) is the minister, it is
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ng states stand
on airport project

their responsibility to implement
what is required.

“It is a fact that the MoT has
given its approval, and MAHB is
prepared to implement the proj-
ect,” Chow said.

He thanked Dr Wee for inviting
him to a meeting to discuss the
PIA expansion project.

“We will be meeting on Thurs-
day (Aug 27) and | will be accom-
panied by the Penang State Sec-
retary and representatives from
the State Economic Planning Divi-
sion (BPEN). We will be highlight-
ing a few matters including the
Light Rail Transit (LRT) project,”
he said.
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These visitors are quite happy after trying out some of the
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high-quality durians during the recent fruit season at Suling

Hill.

Suling Hill beckons tourists

SULING Hill in Bukit Mertajam
has the potential to be a pop-
ular tourist destination, says
Penang Agriculture, Agro-based
Industries, Rural Development
and Health Committee chair-
man Dr Norlela Ariffin.

The hill, she said, is famous
for its variety of durians and can
be further promoted as an agro-
tourism attraction.

“Usually during the durian
season, people often go to Balik
Pulau to enjoy the fruit.

“But we want to change the
perception that only Balik Pu-
lau has high grade durians. We
want to promote other places in
Penang and that Suling Hill too

has quality durians.

“I have been told that Suling
Hill has 15 types of durians such
as the famous Black Thorn, Mu-
sang King, Red Prawn, Hor Lor,
Tekkah and many others.

“It is also a popular place
among the locals for recreation-
al activities.

“So, we will be doing our best
to promote the place for domes-
tic tourism as well,” Norlela told
reporters during her visit to the
hill on July 23.

Also present were Penang
Veterinary Services Department
(DVS) director Dr Anun Man and
state Agriculture Department di-
rector Shahbani Ismail.
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H an eye on future
challenges, the Penang
government recently an-

nounced a programme called Youth
Entrepreneurship Challenge 2020
which will be held until Oct 3.
Themed “Youth For Future”, the
programme is a collective effort by
the Penang government, Penang
Youth Development Corporation
(PYDC) and the Penang Chinese
Chamber of Commerce Young En-
trepreneur Section (PCC YES).
State Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee said
the programme would help cultivate
a business mindset among youths
and was also important for them to
stay competitive in the modern-day
where technology and innovation

Youths ud to unleash
entrepreneurship skills

are prime assets.

“Innovation and technology are
the way forward in this modern-day
era; therefore, it is important for
youths to realise the need to stay
in touch with current trends.

“That is why this programme
will be a useful platform for them
to showcase their talent,” he said
during a press conference in Kom-
tar on July 30.

The programme is open to all
youths in Penang aged 18 to 30.

All participants are required to
prepare a business plan according
to the terms and conditions set.

For non-Penangites who are
studying or working in Penang, they
are required to prepare a certifica-
tion letter from their respective in-
stitutes or companies.

“This platform is not only limited
to youths from the business field
but also open to those from other
fields as well because we want to
make sure it benefits all youths

without conditions,” Soon added.
PYDC general manager Dr Gwee
Sai Ling said this would be a great
platform for youths in Penang to
rise and shine in the area of en-
trepreneurship, especially those
youths with a burning desire to
make a change and be successful.
“Entrepreneurship can be a
challenging area to explore, but
nothing comes easy in life. To be
a successful entrepreneur, you will
face challenges in different forms,

but the outcome is the sweetest,”
she said during her speech.

Also present were Pengkalan
Kota assemblyman Daniel Gooi,
Batu Lancang assemblyman Ong
Ah Teong and Penang Skills Devel-
opment Centre chief operating offi-
cer Lim Wei Chen.

The prizes up for grabs for the
champion, first runner-up and sec-
ond runnerup are RM15,000,
RM10,000 and RM8,000 respec-
tively.

A screenshot of the participants of the first National Inter-state Open Online 2020 Chess

Championship.

THE first National Inter-state Open
Online 2020 Chess Championship
was held recently, hence the or-
ganisers did not have to
book a venue nor set up
chess boards, tables and
chairs.

It was a totally new ex-
perience of playing chess
for many of the 132 par-
ticipants via Zoom as well
as those who witnessed
the event from the com-
fort of their homes.

Third-seeded Penang
‘A" created Malaysian
chess history when it won
the championship, ahead
of top-seeded KL Warriors
and unseeded Penang
SLCC U-18.
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Penang ‘A’, compris-
ing Loo Xin Hao, FM
Wong Yinn Long, Poh Yu
Tian and IM Ooi Zhi Yang,
won RM1,500 for their
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victory while KL Warriors,
who were made up of FM
Chan Kim Yew, FM Rohan
Navaratnam, FM Lye Lik
Zhang and FM Wong Jian-
wen, bagged RM1,000

In all, 33 teams from
nine states took part in the cham-
pionship. The participants included
Malaysian players from as far as
Pennsylvania (USA), New Zealand
and the United Kingdom.

Penang entered the most teams
with 12 while Selangor, Malacca and

Kuala Lumpur entered four teams
each.

Besides the top three winners,
cash prizes were also given to the
other categories, including RM50 for

See says her
association is
thankful for the
support it receives
in its digitalisation
efforts.

Akhramsyah says

Penang wins historic online chess tourney

each of the best board players.

The tournament offered a total
prize money of RM7,850, the biggest
thus far for an online
competition locally.

Malaysian Chess Fed-
eration (MCF) president
Akhramsyah Muammar
Ubaidah Sanusi com-
mended the Penang
Chess Association (PCA)
for co-organising the
event.

“The Interstate Tour-
nament is part of the
chess community in Ma-
laysia’s efforts to adapt
positively to the new nor-
mal presented to us by
the Covid-19 pandemic,”
said Akhramsyah Muam-
mar Ubaidah, son of for-
mer Kedah mentri besar
and agriculture minister
Tan Sri Sanusi Junid.

"MCF has taken the
lead for this tournament
essentially as a path-
finder for future events of
greater scale and ambi-
tion.

“The event together

as the runner-up. MCF will continue \jth smaller interna-

Penang SLCC U-18 to encourage the tional online tourna-
were rewarded with growth of the online ments is helping to
RM900. chess game. align the practice of on-

line chess tournaments
worldwide, especially with longer
time-control, as global chess com-
munity gears up for participation in
the first International Online Chess
Olympiad!”

MCF vice-president See Swee
Sie, who is also the PCA president,
said she was delighted to know that
the disabled community was happy
with their efforts to make the game
available to them during this diffi-
cult period.
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GIBLE employees of Sunshine Whole-
E;Ie Mart will now be receiving their cost

f living allowance (COLA) or staff allow-
ance via digital wallet, instead of physical Sun-
shine vouchers.

The employee e-wallet programme is touted
to be the first of its kind in the country.

Sunshine Wholesale Mart Sdn Bhd chief
executive officer Cynthia Hwang said the
programme would enable the company to
credit the monthly COLA into their staff’s
digital wallet.

“On average, Sunshine pays out about
RM500,000 in COLA and staff allowance per
year. In the past, the allowances were given to
employees in the form of physical vouchers.

“Now, we have collaborated with Boost
to utilise the Boost Partner Wallet feature.
Our employees will be able to shop ‘cash-
lessly’ at all our Sunshine retail outlets,” she
said before the official launch of the Sun-
shine Staff E-Wallet programme at Sunshine
Square on July 25.

Cynthia said the amount of allowances given
varies according to the staff’s years of service;
ranging from RM150 to RM250 per month.

Boost director of merchants Eric Chong (pix)
said the company was thankful for the collabo-
ration between Boost and Sunshine.

“The programme allows seamless trans-
actions for the employees.

“We have 7.6 million customers and
180,000 merchants.

“Besides assisting merchants, we strive
to help micro-merchants to move their

Boost-ing
efforts to go

businesses online,” he said.

Bayan Baru MP Sim Tze Tzin stressed the
importance of businesses adopting and em-
bracing the digital economy.

“Businesses stand to lose out if they do
not embrace the digjtal economy as there are
tremendous opportunities there,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said the Co-
vid-19 pandemic has impacted business op-
erations besides health.

“The pandemic has changed the way
businesses are conducted and how
things are done.

“People must realise that digital econo-
my is the way forward and it is important
for us to be part of it.

“The opportunity (of going digital) is
great and limitless,” he said.

Chow also spoke about the Penang govern-
ment’s efforts to facilitate the digital economy.

“The efforts consist of three pillars —
to get ready the digital infrastructure, to
create a digital platform for the people to
conduct their businesses, and to formulate
policies to drive digitalisation.

“No doubt there will be challenges. The
public-private partnership is the way forward,”
Chow said.

He advised the public not to waste the ‘cri-
sis’ brought by the pandemic.

“This crisis brought disruptions, and it can
either lift you up or pull you down.

“It is up to you to grab the opportunity that
comes with the crisis,” he said.

Also present were Sunshine Wholesale
Mart Sdn Bhd managing director Datuk Hwang
Thean Long and Sunshine Wholesale Mart
Sdn Bhd director Yee Kam Ming.

MBPP, IBM ink second MoU on smart city initiatives

FOR the second consecutive year, the Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP) has tightened
its partnership with IBM Malaysia Sdn Bhd
after a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
was signed on Aug 3.

The collaboration would see both parties
working closely to further enhance smart city
initiatives to improve the delivery of public
services in the state.

The MoU was signed between MBPP may-
or Datuk Yew Tung Seang and IBM managing
director Catherine Lian and it was witnessed
by state Housing, Local Government and
Town and Country Planning Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh Deo.

Speaking at the ceremony, Jagdeep said
the only thing that keeps everyone connected
during this Covid-19 pandemic is technology.

Hence, he said it is important the public
continues to embrace technology and never
let their guard down as the fight against the

virus is far from over.

“Penang is always leading the way, not on-
ly in the country but also in this region when it
comes to smart government and smart city,”
Jagdeep said during a press conference in
Komtar on Aug 3.

According to Yew, MBPP is confident that
the fruitful collaboration with IBM would con-
tinue to accelerate steady economic growth
in the state and improve the living standard
of all Penangites.

“The continuous collaboration with MBPP
exemplifies IBM’s commitment to supporting
local governments in Malaysia to accelerate
the nation’s digital transformation agenda
and seize opportunities to sustainable pros-
perity for the rakyat,” Lian said.

Also present were MBPP secretary Datuk
Addnan Mohd Razali and IBM Malaysia direc-
tor of government and regulatory affairs Has-
nul Nadzrin Shah Abdul Halim.
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PENANG 2020

World Hospitality, Lifestyle and Entertainment Exhibition & Conference

10-12 SEPTEMBER 2020

SPICE Arena, Penang
Bringing the Entire Hospitality Ecosystem;

F&B, Hotel and Travel & Tourism,
Under One Roof for Business Rejuvenation!

Hybrid Event = Combination of
both the live physical event &
virtual version running at the

In partnership with Malaysian
Association of Hotels [MAH)
and Tourism Malaysia to
super boost the Domestic
Tour & Travel sectors.

same time

Register to attend WHOLE 2020
by scanning the QR Code on the lefi!

MATTA
a' Pavilion

v PETACH

WHOLE 2020 WILL:

©

Mitigate event risks via health and
safety measures that provide a
safe, hygienic, and sanitised
meeting environment

Exercise the correct health and
safety practices

WHO SHOULD VISIT:
Airlines Embassies & Chambers
Businesses & Associations Event Venue Operators
Cafe & Bar Owners F&B Associations & Suppliers
Hoteliers Government Authorities
Digital Finance & Banking Hospitality Associations &
E-Commerce Suppliers

Logistic Companies

Muluvmjﬂa
& Exhibition
Bursou

e o
'H

Ensure all attendees of WHOLE
2020 maintain physical
distancing

MICE Industry (PCOs, Event
Management Comapnies, etc)
Restaurateurs

Retailers

Travel & Tourism
Associations & Suppliers
Wellness Centre Operators

For more information, contact us below!

Join us as we help the

Government revive the economy
and the Hospitality Industry!

Rodziah Kassim

M

Tel: +6019 319 4840
+6013 485 8113

Emall: kr@aisgroup.biz
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=Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

HE Football Association
Tof Penang (FAP) has paid

the three months' out-
standing salaries to all its
players and staff.

FAP president Dr Amar Pritpal
Abdullah said the outstanding
wages were from April to June
this year.

“I would like to emphasise that
FAP has also settled the remain-
ing debts for the past few years,
amounting to over RM11 million.

“So basically, FAP is now free
from any debt and | would like to
express my utmost appreciation
to the Penang government for its
continuous support towards us.

“The players and staff will now
concentrate on the remaining
league matches that are expected
to resume on Aug 26,” Amar told
reporters during the visit by Chief

Minister Chow Kon Yeow to the
Batu Kawan Stadium on July 25.

Amar said FAP was also in the
midst of setting up a special com-
mittee to facilitate the transition
process of FAP from a football as-
sociation to a football club.

“The transition from a football
association to a football club has
been made mandatory by world
football governing authority, FIFA.

“We will not be allowed to com-
pete in the Malaysian Football
League next season if we fail to
comply with the order.

“We are doing our best to expe-
dite the process before the dead-
line in September,” he said.

Amar said FAP had already
obtained the approval from the
Penang government to proceed
with the privatisation process
during the state executive coun-
cil meeting.

Chow and his team watched
the training session conducted

ya B

§ Chowdinja group photo \!zﬂ]h Kasth}_l‘rlraanl

= (front row, Ieft), Mohamed Akbarl(fronttrow
thMrom’left), Goh! row‘ Ieft),
“(secondrow/second fromleft)YAmar,(second i
row, third\from/left)landlother FAP officials’
during|hisjvisit|toithe]BatulKawan|Stadium:

by FAP at the stadium on July 25
as the players abided by the stan-
dard operating procedures (SOPs)
of the recovery movement control
order (RMCO).

Chow was accompanied by
state Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee, Ba-
tu Kawan MP Kasthuriraani Patto,
Bukit Tambun assemblyman Goh
Choon Aik and Penang Stadium
Corporation and Open Spaces

Father, son donate dialysis machine

A FATHER and son team was
praised for donating a dialysis
machine to the JHM Rotary Hae-
modialysis Centre in George Town
recently.

Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng complimented Raymond Tan
and his son Aaron for supporting
the centre and also the centre’s
medical doctor Dr K. Danesh for
his centre’s worthy services.

“It is very important for kind
people like donors Mr Raymond
Tan and his son Mr Aaron Tan to
continue supporting our local non-
profit haemodialysis centres,”
Teh said in his speech on July 27.

“This act of kindness is twice
as important now with the global
Covid-19 pandemic eating away
funds of both the government
and the common people. Dona-
tions for charities have dropped
all around.

“I would like to thank everyone
again for the good work and sup-
port they have given to the com-
munity and | hope they will con-
tinue with their selfless work.”

Teh said dialysis treatment is a
costly affair and yet it is the only
way to extend the lives for many
Malaysians who are suffering
from end stage kidney failure.

Teh (left) and Raymond and his wife at the handover of a dialysis machine
to the JHM Rotary Haemodialysis Centre.

Each session of treatment
costs around RM300 to RM400.
Typically, a patient needs three
treatment sessions per week.
And this means each patient has
to spend about RM4,000 per
month just to survive.

“For many poorer folk who
don’t even have enough money to
put food on the table, this is im-
possible for them to achieve and
therefore they often need to rely
on the kindness of NGOs like JHM

Rotary Haemodialysis Centre to
sponsor or subsidise the cost,”
Teh added.

According to the National Ac-
tion Plan for Healthy Kidney for
2018-2025, released by the
Health Ministry, it is estimated
that up to 51,000 Malaysians
will suffer from serious kidney
disease that will cause them to
require dialysis treatment, and
the number of patients will only
increase by the year.

(PSDKLPP) chief executive officer
Mohamed Akbar Mustapha.

Chow added that the Penang
government would continue to
provide financial assistance to
FAP until end of this year.

“We will ensure that the wel-
fare of the players and staff is
taken care of.

“We hope the FAP players will
give their best when the league
resumes, so that the team can

Footballers’ outstandmg wages
settled, says FA :

be promoted to the Super League
next season.

“It is possible if everyone
works hard and plays as a team,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Mohamed Akbar
announced the reopening of the
racetrack in Batu Kawan Stadium
to the public, beginning Aug 1.

“It will be open daily from 7am
to 9am, and from 5pm to 7pm,”
he said.

Hampers for Hari Raya Haji

A TOTAL of 450 families in Ke-
pala Batas and Tasek Gelugor
received an early present for
Hari Raya Haji when Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow handed out
a hamper to each of them at the
Village Community Management
Council (MPKK) office in Kepala
Batas on July 26.

Hari Raya Haji was celebrated
on July 31 this year.

Chow commended his special
coordinating officer Lay Hock
Peng, and Kepala Batas and
Tasek Gelugor MPKK members
for organising the event for the
benefit of the residents there.

“Mr Lay Hock Peng and the
service centre have organised a
number of programmes for the
residents. This (presentation of
gift hampers) is a very good ini-
tiative which encourages a bet-
ter understanding of the com-
munity as well as the issues
faced by them,” Chow said in
his speech.

“The Penang government
supports all state assembly-
men, MPKKs and Members of
Parliament in their services to
the people.

“Although there was a change

of government at the federal
level, the whole Penang govern-
ment machinery from the exco
(executive council) to the MPPK
in every constituency is com-
mitted to serving the Penang
people.”

He added that it was not easy
to organise such a gathering in
view of the Covid-19 pandemic.

However, he stressed that
everyone must observe the
standard operating procedures
(SOPs) in order to overcome the
spread of the virus.

Chow also thanked the fed-
eral and state agencies for
helping the state government to
tackle problems arising from the
Covid-19 crisis.

Lay said they hoped that
the hamper presentation cer-
emony for all races would fur-
ther strengthen the harmony
amongst the people.

Also present were Senator
Lim Hui Ying, Lay, Seberang Pe-
rai City Council councillor Ooi
Yong Wooi, MPKK members,
representatives from the north
Seberang Perai District and
police, and some mosque and
surau leaders.
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TIE local authorities - Penang
Island City Island (MBPP) and
the Seberang Perai City Coun-
cil (MBSP) - are all geared up to en-
sure that the compulsory standard
operating procedure (SOP) is com-
plied with at public places.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo said since the
federal government has made
wearing a face mask mandatory
from Aug 1, the state govern-
ment has been working towards
a 100% compliance.

“As of Aug 1, based on inspec-
tions by both the local councils at
crowded markets on the island as
well as the mainland, we've found
that the compliance rate for the
new SOP is really good.

SOPis strictly followed

“Out of the crowded 14 mar-
kets on the island, eight showed
a 100% compliance rate while the
rest achieved 90%.

“On the mainland, eight out of
11 markets achieved a 100% com-
pliance rate while the remaining
three scored above 90%,” Jagdeep
told reporters when he visited the
Jelutong Market on Aug 2.

He also urged the federal gov-
ernment to give a clearer guideline
on wearing masks at crowded pub-
lic places.

He added that a total of 43 no-
tices had been issued by MBPP to
traders at six public markets for
failing to wear face masks while
three customers at two public
markets on the island were pro-
hibited from entering the prem-
ises without a mask.

Jagdeep said MBPP, together
with the police, had conducted
a twoday inspection (Ops Mega

Pematuhan SOP PKPP COVID-19)
from July 25 to 26 to check on
compliance rate at premises on
the island.

“A total of 113 compounds
(RM1,000 each) were issued to 26
premises and 87 individuals under
the Prevention and Control of Infec-
tious Diseases Act 1988 for failing
to comply with various SOPs, such
as physical distancing and body
temperature checks,” he said.

Jagdeep said until July 31, Pen-
ang island generally recorded a
good compliance level of 99.7%
from 187,740 inspections con-
ducted by MBPP.

On the mainland, he said MB-
SP recorded a compliance rate of
99.35% from 422,676 inspections
it conducted.

Batu Lancang assemblyman
Ong Ah Teong, who was also pres-
ent at the press conference, and
his service team distributed 2,200

Jagdeep (right) distributing a mask to one of the
marketgoers during his visit to the Jelutong Market while
Jelutong MP RSN Rayer (behind Jagdeep) looks on.

face masks to the market-goers at
Jelutong Market and Perak Road
Market on Aug 2.

Meanwhile on Aug 6, Jagdeep
announced that Penang will be
tightening the standard operating
procedures (SOPs) pertaining to
construction, dine-in, hair salon,
public market, night market and
recreational park as well as come
up with an additional SOP for stalls
selling seasonal fruits.

"To date, there are 61 SOPs
being implemented across 33 fed-
eral agencies as well as ministries.
While the state government is fol-
lowing the SOPs, it has also de-

cided to enhance five of them and
introduce one itself.

"Our decision has been ap-
proved by the Penang National Se-
curity Council (MKNPP) and police,"
said Jagdeep.

Jagdeep also urged Penang-
ites to strictly follow the SOPs as
the battle against Covid-19 is not
over yet.

“Do not be negligent and put all
our efforts in vain since we are still
in the midst of curbing the Covid-19
crisis,” said Jagdeep.

Those who would like to clarify
on the SOPs can contact MKNPP at
04-2505428.
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E may be down but he is
definitely not out!
That, in one sentence,

describes restaurant owner Tan
Sok Bah.

Nestled in a clearing surrounded
by fruit trees, the Yeh Lin Seafood
Steamboat Restaurant in Balik Pu-
lau that Tan operates is a big draw
for seafood lovers from far and
near.

But since last September, Tan’s
mobility has been restricted to
moving around the restaurant in a
wheelchair.

The 67-year-old amputee is un-
daunted by the handicap.

He still takes orders by wheel-
ing himself to the tables of diners
whenever the place brims with cus-
tomers.

“I’'m handicapped but not use-
less,” said Tan defiantly.
“This is a restau-
rant | founded and
built and until I'm to-
tally immobilised, | in-
tend to serve.” :

To many a custom- §
er, Tan’s tenacity is
exemplary.

As customers rat-
tle off their selection
of dishes, Tan takes
down the orders on a
notepad.

Even if they dither
over their choice, Tan
patiently waits for
them to make up their
mind or helps with a
suggestion or two.

After all, Tan has
been in the food
business for over 40
years.

Tan then relays the
orders to a retinue of

workers, composed
mainly of family mem-
bers.

Heading the detail is his son,
Kheng Chai, 36, who has under-
studied the father for several years.

Last year, Tan underwent a har-
rowing ordeal which saw his right
leg come under the surgeon’s knife
five times. On each occasion, a
part of the limb was sawn off.

Tan confessed he is a diabetic
but he said his blood sugar is un-
der control with medication.

However, calluses on parts of
the leg below the knee became in-
fected. This was the result of his
skin being pierced by thorns, this-

Amputee battle
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The signage, which stands
by the side of Jalan Sungai
Pinang, showing the direction
towards Yeh Lin Seafood
Restaurant.
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Enjoy a plate of tasty prawn
fritters.

tles and stone shards when clear-
ing brush in the surroundings of his
restaurant and nearby dwelling.

“l wasn't aware that these abra-
sions would become infected, ex-
posing me to the threat of amputa-
tion,” he said.

Weighing on his mind now is
that his left leg is swollen due to
blood circulation problems and
doctors have advised him to get it
amputated. He is, however, now re-
sorting to taking Chinese medicine
and treatment in the hope of saving
his good leg.

Tan is a selftaught cook, learn-

A delicious Chinese style
steamed promfret.

ing through observation when
helping a friend in the food busi-
ness in 1978 at a canteen in
Genting Highlands.

It was located near what is

now the First World Hotel.
When his friend decided to sell
off the business, Tan took over and
hired a few cooks. But after some
years, he returned to Penang when
the landowner wanted the place for
further development.

He resumed his food business
in Balik Pulau, operating at the Yeh
Lai Xiang foodcourt in the town cen-
tre.

In later years, he moved on to
establish Yeh Lin Seafood Steam-
boat Restaurant, some distance
away, for 14 years and then relo-
cated it to its current site five years
ago.
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“I didn’t have a master to guide
me how to cook. I just try to nail
down a recipe by trial and error,”
he said.

The restaurant, which is about
300 metres off Jalan Sungai
Pinang, sells non-halal food and
is famous for its seafood, seafood
porridge, noodles and steamboat.

Other delectable dishes include
belacan chicken, Guinness chick-
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broccoli, prawns agr(_:l.scallops

en, prawn crackers, curry fish and
curry prawn.

Before the Covid-19 crisis, tour
groups from Singapore, Kuala Lum-
pur and China sought out the place.

The restaurant was also a popu-
lar haunt for Caucasians from the
Batu Ferringhi tourist belt.

The restaurant, which is closed
on Tuesdays, is open from 11am
to 10pm.
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OKKIEN is a language and
Hnot a dialect, says Hokkien

Language Association of
Penang president Sim Tze Wei.

He said the Han nationalist ide-
ology in China pushed Mandarin
up with the other languages like
Hokkien, Hakka and Teochew as
“corrupt version of Chinese”.

As a matter of fact, Tze Wei,
who is the younger brother of
Bayan Baru MP Sim Tze Tzin, said
Hokkien was once used as a me-
dium of instruction in schools in
the 1920s.

“We can see the result of Man-
darin’s growth today to the extent
that it has almost wiped out other
languages within a century,” Tze
Wei said at the exhibition of the
“The death and life of Hokkien:
How an ideology wiped out your
mother tongue” at the Seh Tek
Tong Cheah Kongsi in Armenian
Street on July 24.

“The purpose of the exhibition
is to tackle the ideology that Man-
darin is the real Chinese language
and the rest are corrupt Chinese
languages, which is not true.

“Hakka, for instance, is a lan-
guage. But the young generation
think that Hakka is a dialect of
Mandarin, which is not true.

“The exhibition is intended to
help educators, policymakers and
the general public to reflect on
their own attitudes and presump-
tions.

“The content also sets out to
challenge the mainstream narra-
tive that puts the blame on par-
ents for not speaking their mother
tongue to their children, and also
to challenge the idea that lan-
guage extinction is just a matter of
course.”

Tze Wei said it is largely ignored
that education, particularly the
language of instruction in schools,
has an immense influence on the
linguistic behaviour of the younger
generation in society.

He added that parents who
switch their family language are
simply bowing to the pres-
sure of the education system
to prepare their children for
school.

“The education system is
therefore the prime mover
in the large-scale linguistic
change of our society. If par-
ents are to be blamed for
not passing on their mother
tongue at home, then policy-
makers and educators are
accountable for creating the
very conditions which give
them no choice.”

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who was among the
guests to launch the exhi-
bition, said he was glad to
have an opportunity to see
the efforts taken by Tze Wei
and five clan houses — Cheah
Kongsi, Khoo Kongsi, Tan Kongsi,
Yeoh Kongsi and Lim Kongsi — i
reviving Hokkien.

“One to two years ago, | had
read about Mr Sim (Tze
Wei) in the
newspapers
telling about
the story of Hok-
kien and its prob-
lems,” Chow, who
is a Hakka, said
in Hokkien in his
speech.

“He is passion-
ate about Hokkien.
For it to thrive, it
is important for
more people to
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Tze Wei says it is not true that the
Yellow Emperor is the founding
ancestor of the Chinese people
as has been promoted in school
textbooks.
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understand its history, speak
Hokkien and use Hokkien. If
not, one day it may become
extinct.

“I'm happy to support the
work of the five clan associa-
tions and others in promoting
Hokkien.”

Seh Tek Tong Cheah Kong-
si chairman Alan Cheah Teik
Cheng said his association
was honoured to play its part
to revive the Hokkien lan-
guage which has since been
demoted to a dialect.

“It is our ardent hope that
through this exhibition which
will run for three months bar-

ring any future developments of
the Covid-19 pandemic, we can
create awareness and try to revive
Hokkien language to its former
glory,” Cheah said in his speech.

He said the arrival of Cheah
ancestors in Penang in 1644 indi-
cates that they were amongst the
earlier Chinese migrants to bring
the Hokkien language to then Ma-
layan shores.

“Currently in Penang, we see
many people of other races speak
fluent Hokkien ala Penang style
especially the Indians, Sikhs and
even Malays too,” said Cheah.

Among the guests who attend-
ed the exhibition were state exec-
utive councillors Chong Eng, Yeoh
Soon Hin and Soon Lip Chee,
Bukit Mertajam MP Steven Sim,
Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Daniel Gooi, Tze Wei’'s parents
Sim Joo Hup and Tan Mee Suan,
and brother Tze Tzin.

The exhibition, from 9am to
5pm, runs for three months until

State govt will meet PSR requirements set by DoE

THE Penang government believes
that the appointed consultants
for the proposed Penang South
Reclamation (PSR) project would
carry out their job effectively to
ensure that the project obtained
the necessary approvals.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the state has full trust in the
consultants and that the Depart-
ment of Environment (DoE) will
do a good job in evaluating the
Environment Management Plan
(EMP).

“We will ensure that we meet
all the requirements set by the

DoE. Everything will proceed
smoothly if the job is done profes-
sionally.

“We will abide by the timeline
given and the project will not start
until the requirements are com-
plied with,” he told a press confer-
ence in Komtar recently.

Chow was referring to a state-
ment by Environment Minister
Datuk Tuan Ibrahim Tuan Man
that the PSR project would not be

given the green light pending ap-
proval of EMP.

Tuan Ibrahim was quoted by a
news portal as saying that work
on the site could not begin pend-
ing the approval of the DoE be-
cause the EMP is one of the main
conditions (out of 72 conditions)
imposed under the Environment
Impact Assessment (EIA).

Chow pointed out that the
statement by the minister was
nothing out of the ordinary, as it
has been stated in the past.
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uStory by Kevin Vimal

HE Penang government
Thas developed the State

Safe Family Policy to ad-
dress domestic violence in the
state.

The policy was approved dur-
ing the state executive council
meeting on July 15.

State Women and Family De-

velopment, Gender Inclusive-
ness and Religions Other Than
Islam  Commitee  chairman

Chong Eng said cases of abuse
have increased after the en-
forcement of the movement con-
trol order (MCO).

“There are still victims who
do not come forward because
they do not know where to
seek help.

“The victims fear that they
would be harmed and that no-
body can protect them,” Chong
Eng said during a press confer-
ence in Komtar on July 16.

“This policy is formulated to
address domestic violence by
providing more avenues for vic-
tims to seek help and the Pen-
ang government will be able to
provide a more systematic sup-
port system.

“The state acts as a force to
eradicate violence at home. We
call for cooperation from various

Penang
formulates

State Safe
Family Policy

parties to address this matter,”
she added.

Chong Eng said an estimated
sum of RM60,000 would be re-
quired to kick-start the policy.

“The cost, which is to be
funded by the state, include
training and workshops for of-
ficers, building extension and
training materials.

“We will be using the prem-
ises and facilities that belong
to the state government,” she
said.

She added that participants
from government agencies, re-
ligious organisations and non-
governmental organisations who
have responded positively to the
movement would be trained to
provide immediate assistance
to abused victims. They will also
be equipped with skills to han-
dle cases of domestic violence
professionally.

Chong Eng thanked the Wom-
en Centre for Change (WCC) and
Sneham Malaysia for their sup-
port and commitment.

Penang Women's Develop-
ment Corporation (PWDC) chief
executive officer Ong Bee Leng
said the objective of the policy
is in line with the Penang2030
vision of a family-focused green
and smart state that inspires
the nation.
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(From left) Muhamad Radzi, Jaseni, Chin, Harris and Muhamad Faizal at the prize-giving ceremony.

All smiles for PBAPP ‘JomPAY
and Win’ campaign winners

THE Penang Water Supply Cor-
poration (PBAPP) on July 24
announced the nine winners
of the “JomPAY and Win” cam-
paign, which was held from Jan
1 to April 30.

The campaign, jointly organ-
ised by PBAPP, JomPAY operator
Payments Network Malaysia Sdn
Bhd (Paynet) and CIMB Bank,
was aimed at encouraging more
PBAPP customers to use the Jom-
PAY portal to perform contactless
payment during this Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The first prize comprised an
iPad worth RM5,000 while the
other eight winners walked away
with an Apple Watch each.

PBAPP chief executive officer
Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa said its
customers have been using the
JomPAY facility since it was in-

troduced as one of the payment
channels in January 2019.

“The response has very en-
couraging.

“Last year, a total of RM69 mil-
lion was collected via the portal;
while this year, from Jan 1 until
June 30, RM50 million has al-
ready been collected.

“This shows that the public has
adapted well and already made
contactless payment part of their
lives during this Covid-19 pandem-
ic,” he said during the campaign’s
prize-giving ceremony in Komtar
on July 24.

He added that JomPAY had ben-
efited 631,250 registered water
consumers with online banking ac-
cess in Penang.

First prize winner Muhamad
Radzi Mat Isa, a Penang police of-
ficer, was speechless after bag-

ging the top prize.

“l want to play my part and em-
brace the new normal. The Jom-
PAY initiative by PBAPP is a good
effort by the Penang government
in its battle against Covid-19,” he
said in an interview.

The other eight winners who
walked away with an Apple Watch
each were Low Khee Lam, Lee
Sim La, Ch'ng Yew Hoe, K. Anbal-
agaan, Teoh Boon Chong, Muha-
mad Zaidi Zakaria, Ainal Muaizzah
Anuar and Tan Chuen Kheng.

Also present were PBA Holdings
Berhad (PBAHB) chief financial of-
ficer Dr Mary Ann Harris, CIMB
Corporate Banking Malaysia and
Northern Region director Sureen
Chin Wai Lin and Paynet National
Bill Payment Scheme and Retail
Payments Division assistant man-
ager Muhamad Faizal Razali.

Mutual respect

RESPECTING every family
member regardless of age is a
fundamental value in building a
happy family, says state execu-
tive councillor Chong Eng.

“This is important because a
happy family would lead to pro-
moting a prosperous, peaceful
and progressive society,” she
said in her speech during the
closing ceremony of the Penang
state-level Family Day 2020 cel-
ebration at Harmony Centre in
George Town on July 25.

“Any decision-making must
also involve every family mem-

crucial to create

ber to ensure that none of them
is left out and to maintain har-
monious relationships within
the family.

“Husbands and wives should
be seen as equal partners be-
cause they share the roles and
responsibilities in the develop-
ment of the family.

“Each of the family members
must also understand their own
roles to be able to contribute
and build a happy and harmoni-
ous family,” Chong Eng, who is
in charge of the state Women
and Family Development, Gen-

a happy family

der Inclusiveness & Religions
Other Than Islam committee,
added.

Her speech text was read out
by Sungai Pinang assemblyman
Lim Siew Khim.

Also present was Penang
Women’s Development Corpo-
ration (PWDC) chief executive
officer Ong Bee Leng.

Later, Lim together with Ong
handed over prizes to the win-
ners who took part in the vari-
ous competitions that were
held during the state-level Fam-
ily Day 2020 celebration.

A

Lim (centre) handing over the prize to one of the winners dhring

.,1‘"-

the closing ceremony of the Penang state-level Family Day 2020

celebration while Ong looks on.
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