
S
ep

te
m

be
r 

16
 –

 3
0,

 2
02

0

�ƒStory by K.H. Ong
�ƒPix by Alissala Thian

A TOTAL of RM155.5 mil -
lion in aid for the peo-
ple of Penang within 

the five  months - something 
arguably not done by many 
state governments in the 
countr y!

The latest aid package, 
known as Penang People’s 
Aid Package 2.1, comes fol-
lowing the additional RM4.5 
million as the Penang govern-
ment’s economic stimulus 
package to assist six other 
groups of people af fected by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

This is over and above 
the RM75 million allocation 
for the first aid package on 
March 25 and RM76 million 
for the second on May 6.

“The state government is 
pleased to announce an ad-
ditional aid of RM4.5 million 
to six target groups to help 
them reduce their operat-
ing costs during this period 
of economic recovery due to 
the movement control order 
(MCO),” Chief Minister Chow 
Kon Yeow told a press confer-
ence at Komtar on Aug 26.

Before this, Chow said in-

centives were given to other 
groups such as fishermen, 
breeders, hawkers, small-
time traders, taxi drivers, e-
hailing drivers, the disabled, 
tour guides, frontliners, tour 
bus and van drivers, water-
craft operators, and childcare 
centre operators.

The six target groups un-

der the Penang People’s Aid 
Package 2.1 involve farmers, 
school canteen operators, 
event management compa-
nies, non-Muslim houses of 
worship, NGOs or active as-
sociations, and book and 
newspaper vendors.

The incentives are as follows:
Each farmer registered 

with the Agriculture Depar t-
ment will be given RM400 
wor th of agriculture input 
such as enriched organic fer-
tilisers or crop seeds.

This aid will be given to 
1,142 farmers who are regis-
tered with the Agriculture De-
par tment and the total aid is 
RM456,800.

2. A one-of f RM500 special 
financial aid for 439 school 
canteen operators registered 
in Penang. The total aid is 
RM219,500.

The state government will 
work with the state Educa-
tion Depar tment and Penang 
Islamic Religious Af fairs De-
par tment to facilitate the dis -
tribution of the incentives.

3. A one-of f RM500 spe-
cial financial aid to each reg-
istered event management 
company in Penang.

A total sum of RM50,000 
is allocated for this purpose 
as it involves an estimated 
100 event management com-
panies.

4. A one-of f RM1,000 spe-
cial financial aid to non-Mus-
lim houses of worship.

This aid will be given 
to a total of 1,771 regis -
tered non-Muslim houses 

of worship. The total sum is 
RM1,771,000.

In earlier packages, the 
state government, through 
the Penang Islamic Reli-
gious Af fairs Depar tment 
(JHEAIPP), had disbursed a 
one-of f aid of RM1,000 to 
each mosque and a one-of f 
RM500 aid to each surau.

5. A one-of f RM500 spe-
cial financial aid to active and 
registered bodies or associa-
tions in Penang.

This aid will be given to 
3,996 such organisations 
registered with the Registrar 
of Societies. The total amount 
of aid is RM1,998,000.

6. A one-of f RM500 special 
financial aid to 150 book and 
newspaper vendors in Penang.

The total amount of aid is 
RM75,000.

Chow said all applicants 
for this financial aid package 
can star t applying for the in-
centives from Aug 28 through 
the Penang state government 
por tal, www.penang.gov.my

Also present at the press 
conference were state execu-
tive councillors Chong Eng, 
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain, 
Yeoh Soon Hin, Soon Lip 
Chee and Dr Norlela Arif fin.

Penang rolls out additional 
RM4.5mil aid

3. Wash hands regularly 
with soap and sanitiser

4. Be 
aware of 
Covid-19 
pandemic1. Practise 

physical distancing 2. Wear face masks
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THE Penang executive coun-
cil has decided to forward 
a motion to the State Leg-

islative Assembly to declare as 
vacant the seats of the assem-
blymen who violated the state’s 
anti-hopping law.

The Penang Legislative Assem-
bly is scheduled to sit in October.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow 
said the affected assemblymen 
have committed an unconstitution-
al act for going against the State 
Constitution.

Under Article 14A(1) of the Con-
stitution of the State of Penang 
(Amendment) Enactment 2012, a 
member of the assembly shall va-
cate his seat if:

(a) Having been elected as 
a candidate of a political party, 
he resigns or is expelled from or 
ceases for any reason whatsoever 
to be a member of that party or

(b) Having been elected as an 
independent but later joins a politi-
cal party.

However, Article 10(1)(c) of the 
Federal Constitution guarantees 
that Malaysians have the freedom 
of association.

“The state has taken note of 

the advice by the State Legal Ad-
viser pertaining to Article 14A(1). 
The State Legal Adviser has, 
among others, said Article 14A(1) 
is a state law and has not been 
challenged.

“He has also forwarded his 
opinion to the Attorney-General’s 
Chamber.

“We respect his opinion and 
we will deliberate both legal and 
political opinions before deciding 
on how to make up the motion to 
best capture the spirit of the Con-
stitution.

“(We will consider) precedent 
cases, political environment and 
the reality of party hopping that re-
sulted in the collapse of the feder-
al and some state governments,” 
he told a press conference in Kom-
tar on Aug 12.

Chow added that the state was 
aware of the decision of the Su-
preme Court on a case in Kelan-
tan in 1992.

It was reported that in the 
Kelantan State Assembly versus 
Nordin Salleh case, the Supreme 
Court had decided that an amend-
ment to the state’s constitution 
which prohibited party-hopping, 
was inconsistent with the Federal 
Constitution.

Motion to vacate seats of 
defected reps to be tabled 

THE Penang gov-
ernment has ap-
pealed to the 
Housing and 
Local Govern-
ment Ministry 

to reconsider its 
decision and pro-

vide People’s Hous-
ing Projects (PPR) 
in Penang.

State Local Gov-
ernment, Housing, 

Town and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jagdeep Singh 
Deo (pix) said Penang had identi-
�ed �ve proposed sites totalling 
72.3 acres that were suitable for 
the building of PPR.

They are in Jelutong (north-
east district), Jalan Mayang Pasir 
(southwest district), Ujung Batu 
(north Seberang Perai), Kampung 
Tongkang (central Seberang Perai) 
and Batu Kawan (south Seberang 
Perai).

“It is the state governments’ 
responsibility to identify suitable 
locations for the building of PPR in 
the country and it is the federal’s 
responsibility to build them. 

“We have performed our duty. 
The Housing and Local Govern-
ment Ministry visited the proposed 
site in Jelutong before the change 
of federal government. They came 
again to visit the site at Jalan Ma-
yang Pasir after the change of fed-
eral government.

“Back in December last year, 
the ministry announced that 14 

PPR would be built this year.
“We welcomed the news be-

cause we feel that providing PPR 
homes is important especially for 
the needy community,” Jagdeep 
told a press conference in front of 
Masjid Acheh Kebun Lama on Aug 
23.

However, Jagdeep said he was 
surprised with the reply from the 
ministry recently when he learned 
that only 11 PPR, with an estimat-
ed cost of RM890 million in total, 
were approved to be implemented.

“The projects that are approved 
to be implemented are in Johor, 
Negri Sembilan, Perlis, Terengga-
nu, Pahang, Kelantan and Sabah. 
Only �ve out of 11 approved PPR 
projects will be implemented this 
year.

 “That was the reply from the 
ministry to the question by Chief 
Minister Chow Kon Yeow during 
the Dewan Rakyat sitting on Aug 
11.

“I do not wish to point �ngers. 
I feel that matters pertaining to 
housing must not be politicised, 
more so when it concerns those 
who are really in need of the PPR 
homes.

 “I just want a clari�cation, why 
is Penang excluded? The ministry 
had shown great interest in the 
proposed sites before this.

 “The PPR are for the low-in-
come community. I appeal to the 
ministry to reconsider its decision, 
so that Penang can be included,” 
he said.

“It is time that we review that 
decision for the bene�t and future 
of all Malaysians,” Chow said.

Chow said the state executive 
council has decided to uphold the 
spirit of democracy to allow the 
assemblymen to debate on the 
matter at the Penang Legislative 
Assembly; although Article 14A(1) 
speci�es that an assemblyman 
shall vacate his seat if having 
been elected as a candidate of a 
political party, he resigns or is ex-

pelled from or ceases for any rea-
son whatsoever to be a member of 
that party.

“The State Legislative Assem-
bly Speaker will inform the Election 
Commission about the seat vacan-
cies for by-elections to be called, 
should the motion be passed. This 
is stipulated under Article 14A(4) 
of the Constitution of the State of 
Penang,” he said.

Chow said defections are a be-
trayal of the people’s mandate.

“The issue here is not solely 
about the freedom of individuals 
choosing the party that they like. 
Nobody can stop them from doing 
so, but they should not bring their 
seats along with them.

“By bringing along the seats 
with them, the elected representa-
tives will not only betray the peo-
ple’s right to choose the govern-
ment that they want but can also 
cause the collapse of a govern-
ment,” he added. 

PPR homes: Jagdeep 
questions why 
Penang excluded 
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THE Penang International Trav-
el Exchange (PITE) is set to be 
held vir tually for the �rst time 
this year.

PITE 2020 by the Penang 
Convention and Exhibition Bu-
reau (PCEB) is aimed at incor-
porating key components such 
as business matching between 
buyers and sellers as well as 
creating an extensive market-
place for the badly impacted 
travel industry.

The PITE 2020 vir tual event, 
to be held from Oct 14 to 16, 
will also include vir tual network-
ing and education sessions. 

Penang Tourism Develop-
ment, Ar ts, Culture and Heri-
tage Committee chairman Yeoh 
Soon Hin said the PITE 2020 
digital show would be able to 
showcase not only the state’s 
tourism products, but also Pen-
ang’s infrastructure and facili -
ties.

“It is impor tant that we con -
tinue to promote Penang as a 
preferred, leading destination,” 
Yeoh said during the PITE press 
conference and media appre-
ciation session on Aug 21. 

The PITE 2020 will be organ-
ised by Penang-based profes-
sional conference organiser, 

ACE Conferences and Exhibi-
tions, with its of�cial media 
par tner Travel Industry Network 
(TIN) Media.

The second edition of PITE, 
hosted in October 2019, saw 
par ticipation from 11 countries.

PCEB chief executive of�cer 

Ashwin Gunasekeran said the 
PITE 2020 could promote the 
state as the destination of busi -
ness events and leisure.

 “Going digital is a good way 
to connect with par tners on a 
wider scale.

“We are excited with the new 

method of conducting PITE in 
a digital manner as it will be a 
whole new experience for the 
travel community,” Ashwin add-
ed.

Also present were ACE Con-
ferences and Exhibitions direc-
tor Yen Tan and Malaysian As-

sociation of Hotels (MAH) Pen-
ang chairman Khoo Boo Lim.

Registration is now open 
for interested buyers and sell-
ers with no registration fee re-
quired. 

Visit www.pite.my or e-mail to 
info@pite.my for more details.

THE Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) has announced its 
“Early Commencement Work” 
initiative for the construction 
industry involving residential 
and commercial 
sectors.

MBPP mayor Da-
tuk Yew Tung Se-
ang (pix) said the 
initiative was to 
stimulate the local 
economy which has 
been af fected by 
the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

“The residential 
projects consist of new devel-
opments of landed proper ties 
such as double-storey, single-
storey and terrace houses. 

 “Renovation or expansion 
work for homes should not be 
more than 50% of the total sq 
ft (must not exceed 1,500 sq 
ft).

“For commercial projects, 
construction work is allowed 
only for the interior par t of an 
existing building,’’ said Yew 

during a press conference af-
ter the council’s meeting on 
Aug 26 at City Hall.

Yew said the construction 
work would be allowed to com-

mence within 24 
hours upon submis-
sion of the building 
plan to the council.

"They must meet 
the required criteria 
to be able to star t 
work," he added.

 Besides that, 
the Request For 
Ideas (RFI) which 
was launched earli-

er by MBPP has been extended 
till Sept 15.

“Through the RFI, we intend 
to optimise the usage of mar-
ket spaces. There are a total of 
28 markets under the supervi-
sion of MBPP.

“We welcome any new ideas 
from the public through RFI 
for businesses. They can for-
ward their ideas through pele-
senan@mbpp.gov.my or to 04-
2638818.

Penang International Travel Exchange returns and goes digital 

MBPP comes up with initiative 
to help construction industry

PENANG State Secretary 
Datuk Abdul Razak Jaafar 
hopes the federal govern-

ment will consider implementing 
hybrid auctions.

“We cannot deny that the on-
line bidding system, e-Lelong, 
has advantages. Going online is 
currently the new normal.

“People are taking their busi-
nesses online. Meetings and 
seminars are also done vir tually.

“The e-Lelong allows the pub-
lic to own �xed assets at actual 
prices without price manipula-
tions. It also allows the bidder 
to bid online without having to 
be present in court.

“Yes, we know that there are 
organisations that oppose the 
online bidding system. They 

question the future of traditional 
auctioneers.

“Therefore, I hope the fed-
eral government will consider 
implementing hybrid auctions,” 
he said in his speech during the 
“Seminar Pelelong Awam Malay-
sia” on Aug 18.

Abdul Razak said the event 
was an initiative by the state 
government to provide a plat-
form for new auctioneers to 
learn and network.

“I am happy that the seminar 
is conducted smoothly under 
strict standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs). We must ad-
here to the SOPs to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19,” he added.

Valuation and Property Servic-
es Department director-general 
A’zmi Abdul Latif said 2020 is 
a challenging year for all sectors 
including the real estate sector.

“The real estate sector is ex-
pected to feel the direct effect 
of Covid-19 in the next six to 12 
months.

“I strongly urge all profes-
sions in the real estate sector, 
especially auctioneers, to take 
creative and proactive approach-
es. Learn to adapt to the new 
normal,” he said.

Also present was Penang 
Valuation and Property Services 
Department director Amran Mat 
Yaacob. 

Call for 
hybrid 
auctions

Abdul Razak giving his speech at the event. 

(From left) 
Khoo, Yen 
Tan ,  Yeoh 
and Ashwin 
promot ing 
t h e  e v e n t 
a f t e r  t h e 
p r e s s 
conference.
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CHIEF Minister Chow Kon 
Yeow of�cially launched the 
Penang Bay International 

Ideas Competition at Wisma Yeap 
Chor Ee in George Town recently 
with the hope that the ideas put 
forth could be tapped by potential 
developers to transform Penang 
Bay.

He said the Penang government, 
Chief Minister Incorporated (CMI) 
and Think City are not going to be 
the mega developers of Penang Bay 
but they are partners who work to-
gether as initiators, integrators and 
facilitators of development.

“This is an idea competition, just 
an opportunity for Penangites and 
participants to understand and to 
appreciate the focus of the state 
government, Think City and George 
Town Conservation and Develop-
ment Corporation (GTCDC) as to the 
future vision of Penang Bay.

“The ideas can be used to 
harness the potential of the wa-
terfronts that we have, integrate 
George Town and Butterworth con-
nectivity, encourage conservation 
and heritage, and also put new use 
into this area,” Chow told a press 
conference at Wisma Yeap Chor Ee 
on Aug 15.

Chow said the top three winners 
and �ve consolation winners of the 
competition would be announced in 
January next year.

The ideas competition is an in-
vitation to propose ideas, designs 
and concepts for the three compo-
nent areas, namely George Town 
Waterfront, Penang Strait and But-

terworth Waterfront.
Citing the Jelutong dumpsite as 

an example, Chow said the winners 
of the competition might have cer-
tain ideas on how the land�ll, after 
undergoing rehabilitation, could add 
value to the Penang Bay area.

Their ideas, he said, could hope-
fully be used by future developers of 
the Penang Bay project to comple-
ment their own plans.

He said Think City managing 
director Hamdan Abdul Majeed 
had been sharing with him for 
quite some years on George Town 
and Butterworth as an important 

growth conurbation.
Chow congratulated CMI, 

GTCDC, Think City, Penang Island 
City Council (MBPP), Seberang Per-
ai City Council (MBSP) and other rel-
evant agencies for working together 
although the plan was disrupted for 
a while by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Participants will have until Oct 
19 to prepare submissions. The 
cash award for the top three win-
ners are US$20,000, US$8,000 
and US$4,000 while the �ve 
consolation winners will get 
US$1,000 each.

State Local Government, Hous-

ing, Town and Country Planning 
Committee chairman Jagdeep 
Singh Deo, who led a delegation to 
the World Urban Forum 10 in Abu 
Dhabi to pitch the Penang Bay proj-
ect to potential investors, said they 
had received a number of queries.

He said the discussion to rein-
vigorate Penang’s shorefronts was 
held about two years ago.

“Penang is blessed with water-
ways but we were not maximising 
its potential,” Jagdeep said in his 
speech.

“When we were discussing, we 
said we must �nd spaces to cater 

to industries because there is de� -
nitely a massive demand for that. 
We’re the leading industrial manu-
facturing hub in Malaysia. Penang is 
land scare and we must capitalise 
on what we have.

“This project will span some 
30km of waterfront, both on the is -
land and mainland. On the island, 
the land area that would probably 
be part and parcel of this project is 
1,800 acres and on the mainland it 
is 4,500 acres.

“We’re talking about 6,300 
acres. That is probably the biggest 
project for Penang thus far.” 

Hamdan said the ideas compe-
tition was to tap into the world’s 
best innovative minds to reimagine 
George Town and Butterworth wa-
terfronts as a new economic zone.

Also present at the press con-
ference were state Domestic and 
International Trade Entrepreneur 
Development and Consumer Af-
fairs Committee chairman Datuk 
Abdul Halim Hussain, MBSP mayor 
Datuk Rozali Mohamud, Penang 
Development Corporation general 
director Datuk Mohd Bazid Abd Ka-
har, CMI deputy general manager 
S. Bharathi, PLANMalaysia (Pen-
ang branch) deputy director Mohd 
Bashir Sulaiman and Think City ur-
ban solutions programme director 
Dr Matt Benson.

Seeking ideas to
transform Penang Bay

THE Seberang Perai City Council 
(MBSP) has identi�ed three build-
ings for the installation of solar 
photovoltaic (PV) system through 
the supply agreement renewable 
energy (SARE).

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali Mo-
hamud said the three buildings 
are Bertam Sports Complex, Ja-
lan Betek Sports Complex and 
MBSP of�ce in Jalan Betek.

MBSP is the �rst local council 
in the country to ink a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) with 
Tenaga Nasional Berhad (TNB) 
and GSPARX for the renewable 
energy programme with the pur-
pose of carbon reduction through 
the use of solar energy.

The MoU was inked among the 
three parties on May 17 last year.

Rozali said he was pleased 
that the city council was chosen 

out of the 145 local authorities 
in the country for the programme.

“The installation of solar pho-
tovoltaic (PV) system helps MBSP 
to sell the surplus of solar energy 
to TNB and get energy credit in 
return,” said Rozali at the launch-
ing ceremony for the installation 
solar PV system.

State Local Government, 
Housing, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo, who was pres-
ent, praised MBSP for its good 
job.

He was proud that MBSP was 
chosen as the local council to un-
dertake the solar PV system.

“I would like to thank TNB for 
this initiative as this agreement 
would not materialise without 
them. They have played a major 
role in this MoU,” he added.

MBSP identi�es three 
buildings for solar energy use 

Chow launching the Penang Bay International Ideas Competition at Wisma Yeap Chor Ee. 
Looking on are (from left) Rozali, Jagdeep, Hamdan and Bharathi.
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THE proposed projects un-
der the Penang Transpor t 
Master Plan (PTMP) are 

on track, Chief Minister Chow 
Kon Yeow said.

“I have committed to the 
people of Penang that when-
ever there is a new milestone 
achieved, I will meet the press 
to make the announcement.

“The people have been in-
formed about the signing of 
the project delivery par tner 
(PDP) master agreement for 
the PTMP with SRS Consor-
tium on July 1.

“SRS Consor tium will be 
proposing the financial archi-
tecture plan for the PTMP to 
the Penang government soon.

“The financial architecture 
plan will enable us to choose 
the most viable financial 
structure for us to implement 
the projects.

“The Penang South Recla-
mation (PSR) project is the 
financing model for the Bayan 
Lepas LRT (BL LRT) project 
and the Pan Island Link (PIL) 
projects,” Chow explained dur-
ing the “Penang in 10 years 
time” talk show hosted by Se-
gambut MP Hannah Yeoh on 
Aug 3.

It was repor ted that the 
three main components of the 
PTMP are the BL LRT, the Pan 
Island Link (PIL1 and PIL2A) 
highways and the PSR. It was 
also repor ted that the esti -
mated cost of the PTMP proj-
ects was RM46 billion.

Chow said the state would 
ensure that the projects under 
the PTMP are carried out the 
best way possible.

“The projects under the PT-
MP involved several billions of 
ringgit. If they are not financed 
by the federal government, the 
state would not be able to find 
such financial capability to im-
plement the projects.

“We have decided on imple-
menting the PSR to ensure 
that we are able to carr y out 
projects for the benefit of the 
people although we are not 
par t of the federal govern-
ment.

“The sale of the land from 
the reclamation will be used 
to finance the infrastructure 
projects,” he said.

He also spoke about the 
three major roads and the Pen-
ang Undersea Tunnel project.

“Work on one of the three 
major road projects (Package 
Two), which is the 5.7km Ban-
dar Baru Air Itam–Tun Dr Lim 

Chong Eu Expressway bypass, 
has star ted,” he said.

The RM6.3 billion project 
will comprise the Bandar Baru 
Air Itam–Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu 
Expressway bypass, the Tan-
jung Bungah–Teluk Bahang 
bypass, the Gurney Drive–Tun 
Dr Lim Chong Eu Expressway 
bypass and the Gurney Drive–
Bagan Ajam undersea tunnel.

Chow said the state was 
awaiting the feasibility study 
of the undersea tunnel to be 
completed before making a 
decision whether to carr y on 
with the project.

He said to continue to grow 
the state’s economy, the in -
dustr y needs to be suppor ted 
by better infrastructure.

“We need infrastructure 
to uplift the economy and all 
these infrastructure are in line 
with the Penang2030 vision of 
‘A Family-Focused Green and 
Smar t State that Inspires the 
Nation’,” he added.

“The development projects 
have attracted much attention 
from  non-governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs). However, 
there are also those who feel 
that the sooner these projects 
are implemented, the better it 
is for the state to resolve its 
traf fic congestion problems.”

Chow on PTMP: 
We are on track! 

FORMER Penang 
State Secretary Datuk 
Seri Farizan Darus (pix) 
has been appointed 
chief executive of�cer 
of Penang Infrastruc-
ture Corporation Sdn 
Bhd (PICSB).

PICSB is the spe-
cial purpose vehicle 
that will be leading the 
implementation of the mega proj-
ects under the Penang Transport 
Master Plan (PTMP).

PICSB was incorporated on July 
9 this year.

It was reported that the com-
pany will be working on the imple-
mentation of mega projects in the 
state, such as the Bayan Lepas 
LRT (BL LRT), Pan Island Link 1 
and 2A (PIL 1 and PIL 2A) and the 
Penang South Reclamation (PSR) 
that have been entrusted to SRS 
Consortium as the project delivery 
partner.

The Penang Infrastructure Cor-
poration will also be working on 
the implementation of the three 
highways and the undersea tunnel 
projects that are entrusted to Con-
sortium Zenith Construction (CZC) 
Sdn Bhd as the design and built 
contractor.

In addition, the Penang Infra-
structure Corporation will be in-
volved in the planning and devel-
opment of the PSR, which include 
the topside development.

Chief Minister 
Chow Kon Yeow said 
the state was of the 
view that Farizan was 
a competent candi-
date for the role of 
CEO.

“Farizan has a 
good reputation. 
His appointment is 
based on his suc-

cess in management and admin-
istration.

“The Penang government is 
con�dent that Farizan will be able 
to drive the corporation towards 
excellence,” he said on Aug 5.

It was reported that the board 
of directors of PICSB were Chow, 
Penang State Secretary Datuk Ab-
dul Razak Jaafar and state Works, 
Utilities and Flood Mitigation Com-
mittee chairman Zairil Khir Johari.

Farizan recorded his apprecia-
tion towards the state government 
for the trust placed in him.

“This is a new responsibility for 
me. I will perform my best to pro-
tect the interest of the state and 
the people,” he said.

Prior to his appointment, Fari-
zan had served as the Penang 
State Secretary for eight years and 
nine months till Nov 7 last year.

Also present were Deputy Chief 
Minister II Prof Dr P. Ramasamy, 
and state executive council mem-
bers Chong Eng and Soon Lip 
Chee.

Farizan is Penang 
Infrastructure Corporation CEO ENTREPRENEURS, especially 

those in micro businesses, are 
encouraged to utilise digital plat-
forms to promote and sell their 
products in view of the Covid-19 
pandemic that has impacted 
business operations.

Penang Domestic Trade, Con-
sumer Affairs and Entrepreneur-
ship Development Committee 
chairman Datuk Abdul Halim Hus-
sain said the state government 
has already launched a few initia-
tives to encourage local entrepre-
neurs to move their businesses 
online.

“Among the initiatives pro-
vided through e-commerce 
platforms are ‘Penang E-Mall@
Shopee’ and ‘Penang Food4U@
Foodpanda’ for entrepreneurs to 
market their products.

“Through both platforms, they 
are entitled to free marketing, 

coaching and registration and 
thus provided an effective way for 
them to reach their customers.

“So, whether they like it or 
not, they must learn to adapt 
their business model by embrac-
ing the digital economy to maxi-
mise their business pro�ts as 
there are tremendous opportuni-
ties there.

“The state government will 
also continue to carry out special 
initiatives to assist entrepreneurs 
from small and medium industry 
(SMI) and small and medium en-
terprises (SME) that were hit by 
the pandemic,” Abdul Halim told 
reporters after of�ciating the em -
powerment programme for entre-
preneurs at Seberang Perai Are-
na Convention Centre on Aug 16.

According to Abdul Halim, the 
state government also provides 
various incentives, schemes and 

grants through state agencies to 
assist  local entrepreneurs.

“The Penang government 
cares and is committed to as-
sist all of you during these trying 
times,” he added.

During the programme, a total 
of 252 participants received new 
makeshift tents.

 Abdul Halim said the tents 
handover was part of the state 
government’s efforts to assist 
those affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The one-day entrepreneur-
ship empowerment programme, 
which was organised by the 
Penang government, was aimed 
at helping entrepreneurs to 
build their business knowledge 
and informing them about vari-
ous incentives, schemes and 
grants that the state govern-
ment is providing.

Embracing the digital platform
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�ª�¡�Ÿ�¿�� �t�´�n�¡�•�Á�Ñ�� ���� �½�¨�Ñ�� �� ����

�Ò�À�«�� �‘�ç�Ò�Ë�„�á�¿�� ���� �½�¨�Ñ�� ������

�Ò�À�«�� �º�n�¢�Ò�Ë�„�á�¿�� �„�Ì�³�«��

�s�„�n�§�Ÿ�� �¨�•�„�ß�ï�� �x�é�ä�Ñ�»�‰�„��

�´�u�œ�¹�·�„�u�Þ���s�Ò�ß�¹�´�Ÿ�­�©�ê�Ë����

�� �½�¨�Ñ�� �µ�Ç�Ó�Ñ�� �·�‰�…�¡��

�s�º�Ë�¨�n�ð�n�¿���¨�»�Ý�¹�´�ã�ß�u�À���t�•�Ë�³�¨��

�¨�‰���õ�ê�n�¿�µ�u�„�� �	�Ò�À�«�� ���
�� �½�¨�Ñ��

�¯�u�Ì�Á�Ï�¿�
�� �y�Æ�§�œ�n�¿�� �¯�u�Ì�Á�Ñ��

�t�º�¶�Ñ�Ÿ�� �t�¨�n�¡�œ�­�� �¨�»�Ý�¹�´�ã�ß�u�À��

�t�•�Ë�³�¨�� �� �¯�ô�ï�� �	�Ò�À�«�� ���
�� �º�é�ç�¿��

�¾�ï�ä�n�¿�� �¯�u�Ì�Á�Ñ�� �s�´�Ë�º�n�­�¨�n�•��

�©�•�…�� �¨�»�Ý�¹�´�ã�ß�u�À�� �t�•�Ë�³�¨��

�©�É�û�•�¿�� �	�Ò�À�«�� ���
�� �s�Ò�é�å�� �Ò�n�u�„��

�”�•�ê�Ë��

�� �y�¨�ë�u�œ�t�À�
�� �y�Æ�§�œ�n�¿��

�µ�Ç�Ó�Ñ�� �� �s�´�Ë�º�n�­�¨�n�•�� �©�•�…��

�¨�»�Ý�¹�´�ã�ß�u�À�� �t�•�Ë�³�¨�� �ü�Ë�ô�ê�n��

�	�Ò�À�«�� �����
�� �½�¨�Ñ�¯�u�Ì�Á�Ï�¿�
��

�s�•�´�Æ�n�•�� �s�ð�À�n�� �t�¨�‘�À�¹�� �´�ã�ß�u�À��

�t�•�Ë�³�¨�� �Ï�©�¨�û�Ò�ï�� �	�Ò�À�«�� �����
��

�y�Æ�§�œ�n�¿�� �¯�u�Ì�Á�Ï�¿�� �·�‰�…�¡��

�s�º�Ë�¨�n�ð�n�¿���¨�»�Ý�¹�´�ã�ß�u�À���t�•�Ë�³�¨��

�t�Ì�n�„�n�¿�µ�u�„�� �	�Ò�À�«�� ���
�� �s�Ò�é�å�¹��

�s�´�é�ä�ê�Ë���� �s�Ò�é�å�À�n�Þ�Ë�„�ã��

�w�u�ê�Ò�É�¿���´�é�ç�•�’�¡�Ÿ�
���•�n�ï�å�¨�Ý�
��

�t�„�n�¹�u�´���´�Ç�•�n�„���¨�¡�•�•�s�•�ï�ä�ê�Ë��

�x�Á�Ë���z�­�¨�n�¿���•�¡�œ�º�ï�ä���{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë���t�ð�n�•�¹���}�•���s�Ò�é�å�À�n�Þ�Ë�„�á�‰�‡���´�Ç�“��
�t�„�n�¹�u�´���}�Ÿ�­�«���Ò�Ø�•�…�ê�n�Ë��
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�ð�n�Ë�•�œ�Õ�ï�� �f�� �µ�ê�n�•�‡�� �º�n�¯�Ì�� �y�Æ�§�œ�n�¿��

�«�u�¢�� �½�¨�Ñ�Ò�Ë�� �t�´�Æ�n�‘�Ç�À�Ë�� �´���y�Æ�n�º�•�n�»��

�¨�u�Ì�u�º�Á�Ñ�� �s�•�À�Ñ�´�Ÿ�¿�� �‡�•�Ã�Ç�u�º��

�µ�Æ�•�•�u�ê�„�u�Þ�� �ª�Ë�Õ�‰�„�n�¥�¿�� �‡�Û�Ó�ê�Ë��

�„�œ�³�¨�������µ�¹�Æ�Ò�Ç���������������½�¨�Ñ���������ð�r�ï����������������

�Ò�u�Æ�
�� �~�ä�‰�‡�u�ä�À�� ���
�������� �Ó�§�¢�¹�´�•�„�u�Þ�¹��

�s�´�é�ä�ê�Ë��

���� �c�y�©�Ñ�
�� �������� �®�´�Ë�„�ã�� �¨�•�„�Þ�«��

�‡�•�Ã�Ç�u�º�� �w�³�¨�û�u�¨�¹�� �s�´�é�ç�ã�Þ�ê�Ë����

�t�º�Ï�¿�
�� ���
�������� �Ó�§�¢�¹�´�•�„�ã�� �{�ã�«�u�ä��

�w�u�º�•�•�„�¿�
�� �t�¨�‘�À�� �´�©�Õ�­�� �«�u�ä�� �º�é�ç�¿��

�µ�ä�� �w�Æ�“�� �¯�ç�Ò�ê�•�„�ß�ï�� �€�¹�·�¨�Ñ�� �s�´�ä��

�t�Ò�§�•�Ã�ã�Þ�«���� �y�³�¨�� �‡�Û�� �¨�é�t�´�n�«��

�������� �Ò�Ø�‰�‡�„�u�Þ�� �u�„�À�n�§�Ÿ�� �Ò�É�…�ä�«����

�€�¡�Ÿ�s�º�n�­�¨�º�n�„�
�� �‡�•�Ã�Ç�u�º�‰�„�n�ê�� �€�¹�·�¨�Ñ��

�Ó�…�¨�¿���‡�u�ä�Ò�n�„�t�Ò���{�ã�Þ�«��

�� �c�®�n�•�„�ã���•�³�©�‰�‡�¿�����‘�Ì���‘�‰�„�Ñ�„�ß�Ñ����

�Ó�§�¢�¹�´�•�„�ã�����¨�n�º�¨�º�n�„���s�•�À�Ñ�´�Ÿ�­�«�¨�Ñ����

�•�¿�´�³�¨�¹�´�¡�œ�� �w�u�º�•�‘�ï�� �s�º�­�¨�ê�¹��

�t�´�n�‰�‡���� �Ó�§�¢�¹�´�•�„�u�Þ�� �¯�Æ�n�„�Ç�¹�´�¨�é�„�n�ê��

�½�u�ä�À�n�ê�� �� �„�n�Æ�¢�•�„�ã�� �‡�å�¹�µ�Ÿ�Ò�©�Ñ�u�Ì��

�º�é�ç�¿�� �Ó�§�¢�¹�´�¨�n�Æ�Ë�„�ß�œ�¿�� �t�´�n�«�º�n�ê��

�x�Ò�¢�•�„�ã���y�Ñ�Ì�n�u�º���x�…�À�u�Ò���w�œ�•�‡�¿�
�b�b��

�}�ï�ç�� �t�´�Æ�n�‘�Ç�À�Ë�� �y�Æ�n�º�•�n�»�� �s�•�Å�©�À�n�Þ�Ë��

�ˆ�¡�œ�­�©�Ñ���y�×�Ò�n�ç���Ó�Þ�‰�„�º�ß�­�¨�n�Ë��

�� �‡�•�Ã�Ç�u�º�� �s�¨�n�œ�Ë�´�n�ê��

�µ�Æ�•�•�u�ê�„�á�‰�‡�­�� �ª�Ë�Õ�‰�„�n�¢�� �µ�ê�n�•�‡��

�º�n�¯�Ì���w�Æ�“���¯�À�»�­�«�ã�Þ���µ�ê�n�•�‡���‡�•�Ã�Ç�u�º��

�w�u�º�¹�u�´���s�¨�n�œ�Ë�·�‰���s�„�n�ã�Þ�Ì�n�¿��

�� �µ�ê�n�•�…�ï���Ò�œ�…�Ø�‰�‡�
���s�¨�ï�t�º�é�‡�
��

�Ò�œ�� �s�•�´�Æ�n�•�� �µ�u�ä�
�� �º�­�©�À�� �s�•�´�Æ�n�•�� �µ�u�ä��

�º�é�ç�¿�� �s�¨�ï�� �s�•�´�Æ�n�•�� �µ�u�ä�� �x�…�À�� �•�³�«��

�º�n�Ò�¡�œ�•�„�ß�Ñ�� �‡�•�Ã�Ç�u�º�� �w�©�„�n�Ç�„�ã��

�´�£�Á�Ñ���w�º�Ë�­�¨�¹�´�¡�Ÿ�ã�Þ�ê�Ë��

�� �{�¨�Ó�� �t�¨�u�Ò�¹�´�Ÿ�´�Ò�Ë�„�á�‰�‡�
��

�µ�ï�Ò�É�¿�� �w�©�„�n�Ç�„�u�Þ�� �t�Æ�•�•�ê�¾�Ë�­�©�� ��������

�������� ������������ �¯�Ë�º�Ì�n�� �‡�¹�·�•�n�»�� ���������������� ������������

�Ó�‰�t�ê�÷�� �µ�Æ�·�� �‡�¹�·�•�n�»�� �������� ���� �������� ������������

�Â�¹�� �”�ï�� �…�t�À�n�•�� ���������������� ���������� �º�é�ç�¿��

�t�Ò�Ì�ï�� �„�n�ß�½�­�«�� ���������������� ���������� �s�¨�n�œ�Ë�·�‰��

�s�„�n�ã�Þ�Ì�n�¿��

�� �®�n�¿�� �µ�ä�³�«�� �Ò�Þ�Ë�³�¨�� �®�n�¡�•�Ñ��

�y�ï�í�¿�� �‡�•�Ã�Ç�u�º�� �s�´�ä�n�º�Ñ�� �¯�u�Ì�À�é�ä��

�¯�u�Ì�Á�Ñ���Ò�n�Ý�Ò�«���»�„�Õ�¿���t�Ò�¨�u�ê�À�ß�‰�…�ä�«����

�´�­�s�¨�n�ï�´�«�� �Ò�À�¨�n�ê�� �ñ���•�Æ�¨�n�� �t�¨�Ó�� �¨�ê�«��

�‡�•�Ã�Ç�u�º�� �y�Ñ�Ì�n�¨�� �„�n�Æ�¢�­�¨�n�Ñ�� �¨�é�t�´�n�«��

�¨�ê�«�� �t�º�é�´�•�¹�u�´�­�� �s�¨�n�œ�Æ�� �½�•�À�Ó�Ñ�u�Ì����

�y�¨�ê�n�Ñ�� �„�Ì�‰�„�º�u�œ�³�¨�� �w�Ò�Æ�«�� �¨�³�u�¨��

�„�t�¢�•�ï���s�´�Ç�À�•�n�»�
���t�¨�‘�À���´�©�Õ�­���«�u�ä�‰�‡��

�´�Ì�� �½�u�ä�Â�Ÿ�„�ã�� �s�•�Å�¨�t�´�n�©�Ï�¿�
�� �•�n�Æ�¨�n��

�¨�ê�«���º�t�Ì�‘�À���‡�•�Ã�Ç�u�º�u�À�¹���s�´�ä�Ó�Ñ�u�Ì�
��

�‡�•�Ã�Ç�u�º���s�´�ä���t�´�n�Æ�n�Ÿ�¿���º�n�¢�Ó�Á�ï���¨�³�u�¨���t�´�Æ�n�‘�Ç�À�Ç�œ�¿���µ�Æ�•�•�u�ê�„�u�Þ���Ó�Ò�Ç�­�¨�n�Ë��

�´�é�n�•�‡���¹�n�®�Ë���‡�•�Â�Æ�u�¹���©�¡�œ�­�©�î���½�Ë�¾��
���������t�³�Ê�„�à�‰�‡���‡�•�Â�Æ�u�¹�������t�³�Å�n�‘�Æ�¿�Ê

�}�ï�ä�n�Ë��

�� �•�n�Æ�¨�n�Ó�ï���¨�n�À�n�Ë�
���“�•�n�ê�n���t�Ì�n�´�û�
��

�µ�Í�¹�µ�ï�û�� �®�n�¡�u�œ�•�� �t�•�Ë�³�¨�Ò�Ë���� �w�Ò�Ë��

�º�t�Ì�‘�À�n�Ó�Ñ�� �•�³�¨�n�§�Ÿ�‰�‡�� �€�É�� �½�u�ä��

�·�«�¹�µ�‰�„�­�¨�‰�„�� �Ó�•�n�� �s�„�n�§�Ÿ�� �Ò�‘�­�«��

�Ò�É�…�ä�n�Ë��

�� �t�º�Ï�¿�
�� �•�n�Æ�¨�n�Ó�ï�� �s�´�é�t�ä�n�É�¿��

�w�Ò�Ë�� �µ�ä�³�¨�� �µ�ä�‡�� �„�n�Ì�� �¨�n�º�¨�º�n�„�t�Ò��

�©�É�º�¢�� �´�©�Õ�� �s�•�Å�«�ã�Þ�ê�Ë���� �y�É�¹�µ�í�¿�
��

�y�­�¨�¿�´�©�Á�ï�� �y�Æ�§�œ�n�Ò�«�� �º�„�ê�n�ê��

�½�ë�û�Ò�Ë�
���Ò�À�«�������
���s�´�é�t�ä�n�Ë���©�É�º�¢�­�u�¨��

�´�©�Õ���s�•�Å�¨���µ�ï�ê�Ë���µ�ä�³�¨�Ò�Ë�����w�Ò�Ë���º�t�Ì�‘�À��

�‡�•�Ã�Ç�u�º�u�À�¹���s�´�é�ç�ã�Þ�n�Ë��

�� ���•�n�Æ�¨�n�� �¨�ê�«�� �}�û���µ���}�¿�� �w�Æ�“��

�t�¨�Ë�u�Ò�� �½�•�­�«�Ó�¡�œ�n�Ë���� �s�¨�n�œ�Ë�³�«�� �¨�ê�«��

�t�º�é�„�Ñ�Ó�u�À�­�� �s�¨�n�œ�Æ�� �½�•�À�n�¨�� �w�Ò�Ì��

�¯�u�Ì�‰�‡���¨�ã�Þ�¹�´�¡�œ�n�Ë�����w�Ò�ã���{�À�Ë�„�Ñ�Ó�u�À��

�€�É�� �¨�n�©�À�Ë�� �„�Ñ�Ð�Ç�Á�Ñ�� �s�¨�n�œ�Æ�� �Ó�É�¿�µ�À��

�t�´�n�©�Ï�¿�� �w�¨�é�‡�� �‡�•�Ã�Ç�u�º�� �s�´�ç�Ò�«��

�w�Ò�‘�À�º�n�‡�¿���� �}�ê�t�Ò�
�� �•�n�Æ�¨�n�Ó�ï�� �¨�³�u�¨��

�}�ï�ä���½�u�ä�Á�Ñ���w�Ò�á�u�œ�À���}�©�Ë�„�n�Ì�­�u�¨�¹��

�´�é�å���„�Ò�u�Ì�‰�s�„�n�ã�Ò�¨�n�„�‰���ˆ�å�ê�n�Ë����

�� �c�w�Ò�Þ�n�Ñ�� �Ò�•�…�‰���„�¢�‰�‡�
�� �•�¡�Ÿ�®�Ë��

�{�Ç�º�¿�� �x�…�À�Ò�é�å�é�‡�� �ˆ�œ�� �Ó�§�¢�¹�µ�‰�„��

�½�•�À�n�«���� �t�º�Ï�¿�
�� �w�Ò�Þ�n�Ñ�� �€�É�� �t�Ò�u�Ì�Ã�¿��

�s�´�ä�� �½�•�À�n�«�
�b�b�� �}�ï�ç�� �s�„�n�¿�¨�n�Ç�Ñ��

�®�u�œ�s�´�é�ä�� �� �s�•�Å�©�À�n�Þ�Ë�� �•�³�©�¹�µ�ï�� �t�´�n�«��

�„�t�¢�•�ï���ˆ�å�ê�n�Ë��

�µ�u�ä�� ���� �y�³�¨�� �x�§�•�ï�� �t�¨�‘�À�� �º�n�¨��

�s�„�n�§�œ�n�¡�œ�­�u�¨�� �½�ï�ë�¡�Ÿ�� �� �µ�u�ä����

�•�¡�œ�º�ï�ä�� �s�¨�n�‡�©�� �w�Ï�Ò�Ì�„�� �~�é�´�n�¡�•�Ñ��

�“�º�n�Ë�� ���
�������� �t�¨�‘�À�� �s�„�n�•�„�ã�� �s�´�n�«��

�º�‰�„�á�‰�‡�����Ò�Ø�•�„�¹�´�¡�œ�ê��

�� �µ�ê�n�•�‡�� �º�n�¯�Ì�­�©�Ñ��

�‘�ç�´�n�ï�u�º�Á�ê�Ë�� �º�¡�Ÿ�t�º�� �t�¨�‘�À�� �s�„�n�•�u�À��

�´�ä�‰�„�Ó�Ÿ�Ò�t�¨�n�Ÿ�� �¨�•�„�ã�� �Ò�n�„�ê�•�„�ß�Ï�¿��

�s�´�n�É�­�©�Ã�ã�Þ�ê�Ë�� �}�ê�� �y�Æ�§�œ�n�¿�� �«�u�¢��

�½�¨�Ñ�Ò�Ë�� �t�´�Æ�n�‘�Ç�À�Ë�� �´���y�Æ�n�º�•�n�»�Á�ï��

�µ�Æ�©�¯�©�À�n�„�� �Ò�É�u�„�À�ß�­�¨�� �s�•�´�Æ�n�•�� �µ�u�ä��

�º�n�®�„�Ë�� �„�Ø�„�� �{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë�� �t�œ�Ó�¡�� �º�n�Ë�ô�Ñ��

�y�×�Ò�n�ç���ˆ�å�ê�n�Ë����

�� �����t�¨�‘�À���©�ê�‰���s�„�n�§�œ�n�¡�œ�­�©�é�‡��

�y�ï�í�¿���®�n�ï�‡���®�n�¡�„�t�Þ���}�›�‘�À���¯�u�Ì�Á�Ñ��

�µ�ê�n�•�‡�� �º�n�¯�Ì�� �“�é�ç�� �Ò�¡�œ�n�Æ�­�©�Ñ��

�s�´�n�«�� �º�‰�„�ã�� �� �Ó�À�n�´�n�Æ�� �Ò�Þ�n�„�•�„�ã��

�º�é�ç�¿�� �Ò�n�„�ê�•�„�ß�Ñ�� �„�œ�³�¨�� �x�§�Ÿ�„�u�Þ��

�€�¹�µ�Ÿ�u�„�Á�Ñ�� �y�³�¨�� �x�§�Ÿ�� �‡�u�ä�Ò�n�„�t�Ò��

�t�¨�‘�À�� �s�„�n�•�� �´�ä�‰�„�Ó�¡�Ÿ�ã�Þ�ê�Ë�� �}�ï�´�u�¨��

�„�§���ˆ�œ�n�„���„�n�¢���½�•�…�ä�«��

�� ���y�³�¨���x�§�Ÿ���w�©�„�º�n�t�ê�n�Ë���t�¨�‘�À��

�s�„�n�•�u�À�¹���´�ä�‰�„�Ó�œ�n�¨�¨�é�‡���´�Ì���„�n�Æ�¢�•�„�ã��

�y�É�‰�„�Ì�n�¿�
���‡�å�¹�´�n�„���t�„�n�Ó�¡���������¨�n�‰�„�­�¨�n�Ñ��

�s�´�n�É�Þ�n�¨�n�Æ���s�®�É�‰�„�•���º�é�ç�¿���t�¨�‘�À���s�„�n�•��

�w�u�ê�­�«�� �„�u�œ�„�ß�Ï�¿�� �Ó�é�„�n�¨�«�¿�� �y�©�Ñ��

�w�œ�•�‡�¿�
�����}�ê���t�œ�Ó�¡���Ó�Þ�‰�„�º�ß�­�¨�n�Ë��

�� ���� �}�ê�t�Ò�
�� �µ�u�ä�� �s�¨�n�‡�©�� �s�´�n�«��

�¨�u�Ö���s�•�n�…�ž�´�Ã���t�•�‹�³���ž�Û�‡���s�‚�n�œ�’�n�—�’�¡�u�•���°�ß�Ü�—�•��
�������������t�•�‹�³���s�‚�n�“�‚�Õ���v�ß�§�Ñ�¬�ª

�º�‰�„�á�‰�‡�� �t�¨�‘�À�� �s�„�n�•�u�À�� �y�Ì�Ò�•�º�n�„��

�Ò�Ø�•�‡�¿�� �½�À�é�‘�u�À�� �t�º�é�s�„�n�§�t�œ�n�¿����

�y�¨�ï�� �¾�Ì�¿�� �� �w�Æ�‘�À�Ñ�� �t�Ò�ç�´�n�Ÿ�„�u�Þ�¹��

�s�´�n�É�¡�´�Ÿ�­�¨�n�º�Ñ�� �s�´�n�«�� �º�‰�„�ß�u�œ�t�À��

�t�¨�•�¹�´�é�ç�� �� �º�é�ç�¿�� �“�¨�³�©�Æ�� �{�¢�Ë�u�Ò��

�t�º�t�Ì�n�•�„�•�� �s�•�Å�À�� �Ò�Ù�Ò�‡�‰�‡�¿�
���� �}�ê�� �•�n�Å��

�s�Ì�•�� �´�n�Ë�‰�� �s�´�n�«�•�� �•�³�u�¨�Á�Ñ�� �s�´�n�«��

�º�‰�„�ã�� �º�é�ç�¿�� �Ó�À�n�´�n�Ç�„�á�‰�‡�� �t�¨�‘�À�‰��

�s�„�n�•���Ò�Ø�•�‡�¿���¯�„�Ý�•�‘�Á�Ñ���„�Ì�³�«���s�„�n�§�Ÿ��

�y�×�Ò�n�ç���ˆ�å�ê�n�Ë����

�� �y�³�¯�„�Ý�•�‘�Á�Ñ�� �	�}�¿���µ���}�û���µ�
��

�º�n�®�„�Ë���„�Ø�„���{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë���t�ð�•�ï���Æ�n�ó���º�é�ç�¿��

�•�n�Å���s�Ì�•���´�n�Ë�‰���}�¿���µ���t�„���t�„���{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë�„�á�¿��

�„�Ì�³�«���s�„�n�§�œ�ê�Ë����

�� ���y�³�®�n�¡�Ÿ�� �‡�•�º�‰�„�ã�� �‡�å�¹�´�n�„��

�µ�ê�n�•�‡�� �Ò�n�Ý�� �º�‰�„�ã�� �t�¨�‘�À�‰�� �s�„�n�•�u�À��

�s�´�n�É�­�«�¿�� �Ò�Ù�½�u�ä�„�u�Þ�� �®�ï�‡��

�w�å�³�©�É�¹�´�«�� �w�Ò�‘�À�¿���� �~�s�ê�ë�Ñ�
��

�w�§�u�º�Á�Ñ�� �•�¾�„�� �|�œ�„�•�„�ß�Ñ�� �t�¨�‘�À�‰��

�s�„�n�•�u�À�­�� �¨�Ò�ç�¨�Ì�n�„�� �s�´�n�É�­�«�¿��

�´�œ�•�„�ã�� �´�©�Ò�n�…�� �Ò�É�…�ï�ä�ê���� �y�•�s�•�À�Ñ��

�y�³�®�n�¡�•�é�‡�¿�� �‡�•�º�‰�„�á�‰�‡�¿�� �«�t�Æ�n�„�¿��

�Ó�u�Þ�Ó�‰�‡�¿�� �s�•�À�Ì�n�„�� �„�É�¨�¹�´�Ÿ�…�ä�«�
�� �}�ê��

�w�å�Õ�ç�­�©�ê�n�Ë����

�� ���‡�•�º�‰�„�ã�� �}�ï�ä�� �½�u�ä�Á�Ñ�
��

�t�¨�‘�À�‰�� �s�„�n�•�� �s�´�n�É�­�«�¿�� �Ò�Ù�½�u�ä�„�ã��

�w�å�À�� �t�Ò�§�Ÿ�¿���� �~�s�ê�ë�Ñ�
�� �t�¨�‘�À�� �s�„�n�•��

�€�É�� �®�n�¡�•�ï�� �s�„�Þ�Æ�Ò�­�©�ï�� �w�u�œ�À�n�Þ�º�n�„��

�©�„�Ý�…�ä�«�
�����}�ï�ç���w�Ò�Ë���t�º�Ï�¿���ˆ�å�ê�n�Ë��

�� �¨�é�t�´�n�«�
���t�„�n�Ó�¡���������s�¨�n�é�ç�t�®�n�Å��

�´�Æ�Õ�Ò�u�¨�­�� �¨�Ÿ�¹�´�¨�é�„�n�„�� �� �� �µ�u�ä��

�s�¨�n�‡�©�Á�Ñ�� �„�¿�t�´�n�•�� �¯�Ë�Ò�n�„�� �s�•�À�Ñ�½�u�ä��

�„�Ø�„�­�u�¨���t�•�Ë�³�¨���������{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë�„�ã���s�„�n�§�Ÿ����

�¨�n�º�n�ï�� �•�n�Å�� �s�Ì�•�� �s�´�n�«�•�� �•�³�u�¨�� �»�‡�³�¨��

�´�n�«�„�n�¹�·�œ�ï���„�§�„�n�£�‰�„�¹�´�Ÿ�…�ä�«����

�� ���„�œ�³�¨�� �ð�r�u�Ì�� �º�n�¨�¿�� �µ�ê�n�•�…�Ñ��

�·�©�À���t�„�n�Ó�¡���������Ò�Ø�‰�‡�„�ã�����´�©�Õ�¹�s�´�é�ä�Õ�œ�ï��

�y�³�¨�� �´�n�«�„�n�¹�·�� �®�œ�Ò�•�‰�u�„�� �«�Ç�¨��

�´�Ÿ�­�¨�¹�´�¡�œ�«����

�� �����®�n�ï�
���t�ð�•�ï���Æ�n�ó���{�œ�ï���y�u�¢�³�«��

�~�ä�‰�‡�u�ä�À�� �Ç�º�����
�������� �¯�©�� �€�«�‰�†�Ÿ��

�Ò�Ø�•�…�� �y�­�©�¡�œ�¿�� �s�•�À�Ñ�´�Ÿ�­�¨�¹�´�Ÿ�…�ä�«������

�y�³�¯�©�Á�Ñ�� �¯�Ë�¢�Á�‰�„�¹�´�¡�œ�� �¯�Ë�Ò�n�„��

�®�u�œ�½�u�ä�„�ã�� �	�}�û���•���µ�
�� �µ�ï�´�é�ä��

�´�À�ï�´�Ÿ�­�¨�¹�´�Ÿ�¿�� �{�œ�Ñ�� �{�÷�¢�� �´�Ç�t�¨�n�•�u�ê��

�„�É�Ó�� �º�é�ç�¿�� �´�£�Á�Ñ�� �z�Ÿ�¹�´�Ÿ�¿�� �€�×�s�Ò�n�É��

�}�¿���µ���t�„���t�„�� �{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë�„�á�‰�‡�¿�� �©�ê�•�Ç��

�Ç�º������ �|�‰�„�­�s�¨�n�u�„�À�n�„�� �Ò�Ø�•�„�¹�´�Ÿ�…�ä�«�
��

�}�ï�ä�n�Ë��

�s�•�´�Æ�n�•���µ�u�ä���º�n�®�„�Ë���„�Ø�„���{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë���t�œ�Ó�¡���º�n�Ë�ô�Ñ���s�´�n�«���º�‰�„�á�‰�‡���t�¨�‘�À���s�„�n�•��
�Ò�Ø�•�…�ê�n�Ë�����	�{�œ�ï���}�¿���µ���t�„���t�„���{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë�„�ã�
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�ð�n�Ë�•�œ�Õ�ï�� ���� �º�n�¯�Ì�� �w�Æ�“��

�Ô�¡�Ÿ�Ò�•�©�� �º�é�ç�¿�� �{�ã�â�Æ�n�¡�‘��

�w�u�º�•�•�„�­�©�ï�� �½�•�Õ�„�u�Þ��

�º�ç�´�Ç�’�Ì�u�ê�•�� �s�•�Å�Ò�t�¨�n�Ÿ��

�µ�ê�n�•�…�Ñ�� �º�‰�„�ã�� �Ô�œ�u�º�¹�·�­��

�©�¡�œ�•�„�u�Þ���	�µ���µ���x�Ë�
���¯�Ë�º�n�£�‰�„��

�t�Ò�§�Ÿ�¿���}�ê���Ò�Í�Ã�ç�­�©�À�«��

�� �µ�ê�n�•�‡�� �º�n�¯�Ì�� �w�Æ�“��

�µ���µ���x�Ë�� �Ô�Ÿ�„�u�Þ�� �„�¡�Ÿ�Ò�¨�é�‡����

�•�³�«�� �y�œ�•�„�u�Þ�� �� �w�u�œ�À�n�Þ�¿��

�„�§�Ÿ�ã�Þ�«�� �}�ï�ç�� �º�n�¯�Ì��

�{�ã�Þ�n�¡�‘�
�� �Ô�¡�Ÿ�Ò�•�©�
�� �®�„�Ë�¹�·�ä��

�º�é�ç�¿�� �…�Æ�n�º�¹�·�ä�� �t�º�¿�´�n�¡�Ÿ��

�x�¡�‘�‰�‡�Û�� �{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë�� �s�ð�‰�•�¹��

�‘�•���•�t�À�n���s�¨�Ç�Ó�­�¨�n�Ë��

�� �w�u�Ò�� �½�u�ä�t�À��

�s�ð�Ï�­�t�¨�n�•�� �	�Ò�œ�…�Ø�‰�‡��

�º�n�Ò�¡�œ�¿�
�
�� �ð�n�Ì�n�ï�� �º�n�À�n�•�� �´�n�‘�Ë��

�	�s�¨�ï�t�º�é�‡�� �º�n�Ò�¡�œ�¿�
�
�� �{�ð�q�•��

�´�­�«���	�Ò�œ���s�•�´�Æ�n�•���µ�u�ä�
�
���„�¿�t�´�n�•��

�t�¨�n�•�„�n�•���	�º�­�©�À���s�•�´�Æ�n�•���µ�u�ä�
��

�º�é�ç�¿�� �´�­�«�� �„�n�Ò�n�ï�� �	�s�¨�ï��

�s�•�´�Æ�n�•�� �µ�u�ä�
�� �}�ê�� �s�º�n�­�¨�º�n�„��

���������� �~�‰�„�Ë�� �¯�Ì�­�u�¨�� �º�n�¯�Ì�� �w�Æ�“��

�€�«�‰�…�Ã�ã�Þ�«��

�� ���®�n�¡�•�Ñ�� �µ���µ���x�Ë��

�„�¡�Ÿ�Ò�¨�é�‡�� �s�´�n�É�­�¨�º�n�ê��

�y�œ�•�„�u�Þ�� �w�u�œ�À�n�Þ�¿��

�„�n�§�´�«�� �º�n�¯�Ì�� �w�Æ�•�n�•�„�•�„�ß�ï��

�s�´�n�ç�¹�´�n�‡�¿�
�� �w�Ò�é�u�ä��

�{�É�Ò�n�‰�‡�Ò�«�� �º�­�©�À�� �w�Æ�‘�ï��

�„�œ�u�º�À�n�‡�¿��

�� ���®�n�•�„�ã�� �}�•�„�ã��

�„�œ�u�º�u�À�•�� �s�•�Å�«�ã�t�Þ�n�¿����

�|�Þ���§���§���v�½���Å�‘�ê�¬�«�©� ���•�–�‘� �•�Â���§�Ú�n�ˆ�„��
�¬�n�¢�¾�±�����©�Õ�†�•�˜�«�©�!�������s�ß�†�’�«���t�•�Ô�Ä

�ð�n�Ë�•�œ�Õ�ï�����º�n�¯�Ì���½�¨�Ñ�Ò�Ë���t�º�¨�‡��

�•�n�×���s�„�n�ï���À�n�×���„�œ�³�¨�������������x�¿��

�x�§�Ÿ�� �s�¨�n�œ�•�…�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê��

�½�„�n�u�º�� �®�œ�­�©�� �Ò�É�¿�� �µ�ê�n�•�‡��

�t�º�¿�´�n�¡�Ÿ�‰�� �„�Ø�„�­�©�ï�� �	�µ���•���‘�
��

�{�ï�ê�¨�� �½�À�é�‘�‰�‡�� �´�n�Æ�n�¡�Ÿ�­��

�s�¨�Ç�Ó�­�¨�n�Ë����

�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê�� �½�„�n�¿��

�Ò�Ù�®�œ�­�«�Ò�¨�ï�� �¾�Ì�¿��

�º�É�­�«�Ò�º�u�ê�„�ß�Ñ�� �y�Æ�­�¨��

�Ò�•�…�u�À�� �¯�Æ�¹�´�� �½�•�Ã�¿���� �¨�é�t�´�n�«��

�µ�ê�n�•�‡�� �� �º�É�­�«�Ò�º�u�ê�Á�ï��

�y�Æ�­�¨�� �Ò�•�…�Á�ï�� �y�É�¹�·��

�‡�u�ä�Ò�n�„�� �y�É�¹�´�u�¨�Ã�¿�� �½�¨�Ñ�Ò�Ë��

�“�¡�•�‰�„�n�¡�•�ê�n�Ë��

�� �c�y�ï�u�ä�À�� �¯�„�Ý�•�‘�‰�‡��

�s�´�n�«�� �º�‰�„�ß�œ�¿�� �y�É�³�«�� �®�Ñ�Ì��

�Ò�Æ�t�Ò�é�·�� �…�u�œ�‰�„�¹�s�´�é�ä�«����

�~�s�ê�ë�Ñ�
�� �º�©�À�¿�� �º�£�� ���������� �Ò�u�Æ��

�~�ä�‰�‡�u�ä�À�� ������ �t�´�Ë�„�ã�� �y�Æ�­�¨��

�¨�n�ê�¿���s�•�Å�«�ã�Þ�ê�Ë��

�� �c�º�n�¯�Ì�� �w�Æ�“��

�º�É�­�«�Ò�º�u�ê�„�ß�Ñ�� �y�Æ�­�¨��

�¨���“���‹���x�¹�¡�•���•�n�Û���°�‚�n�®�Ú�…���s�§�n� ���­�‡�‚�Ñ�u�’�t�³���v�ž�‚���Ä�¹�t�Ä�Ú�ª

�º�n�¯�Ì���½�¨�Ñ�Ò�Ë���t�º�¨�‡���•�n�×���s�„�n�ï���À�n�×���y�Æ�­�¨���¨�n�ê�¿���s�•�Å�¨��
�®�ï�s�„�n�u�œ�À�n�Þ�É�‰�‡���´�Ç�“�‰�ˆ�u�œ���Ò�Ø�•�…�ê�n�Ë�����	�{�œ�ï���x�¡�‘�‰�‡�Û��

�{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë���y�t�À�n���”�ï���ý�ï���º�é�ç�¿���µ���•���‘���¨�u�Ì�u�º���¯�Ë�Ò�n�„���y�À�‰�‡�®�Ë����
�œ�­�t�¨�n���½�„�º�¡���´�ò�­���w�¹�«�Ñ���„�ü�n�Ë�


�Ò�•�…�Á�ï�� �y�É�¹�·�� �‡�u�ä�Ò�n�„��

�y�É�¹�´�¨�n�Ñ�� �� �y�«�� �t�´�n�ï�ä��

�½�„�n�¿�� �Ò�•�…�u�À�� �¯�Æ�¹�·�Ò�t�¨�n�Ÿ��

�t�®�n�À�n�ß�„�ß�ï�� �t�¨�u�Ò�‰�‡�� �~�é�´��

�´�À�ê�ß�‰�„���½�•�…�ä�«��

�� �c�}�ê�t�Ò�
�� �µ���•���‘���‰�‡��

�´�n�Æ�n�¡�Ÿ�� �s�¨�Ç�Ó�¹�´�t�¨�n�Ÿ�� �� �µ�ê�n�•�‡����

�º�É�­�«�Ò�º�u�ê�Á�Ñ���y�Æ�­�¨�� �Ò�•�…�u�À��

�¯�Æ�¹�·�Ò�¨�é�„�n�ê�� �w�u�Ø�¹�µ�u�ê��

�~�é�ç�� �Ò�É�u�„�À�ß�­�¨�� �w�u�ê�­�«��

� ® � ï � s � „ � n � u � œ � À � n � Þ � Ë � „ � á � ‰ � ‡ � ¿� �

�»�‰�„�� �®�ï�å�d�� �}�ê�� �s�„�n�¿�¨�n�Ë�
����

�����Ò�«�� �º�n�•�Á�Ñ�� �®�u�œ�s�´�é�ä����

�y�­�©�¡�œ�­�u�¨�¹�� �´�n�Ë�u�Ò�Á�¡�œ��

�µ�ï�ê�Ë�� �½�­�«�•�� �s�•�Å�©�„�ã��

�®�n�ß�¨�Û�‰�‡�� �w�ß�­�¨�� �t�´�¡�•�Á�Ñ��

�½�¨�Ñ�Ò�Ë���y�×�Ò�n�ç���ˆ�å�ê�n�Ë��

�� �y�³�¯�„�Ý�•�‘�Á�Ñ�� �“�é�ç�Ì�n�
��

�„�u�Ì�
���„�Ì�n�•�•�n�Æ�¿���º�é�ç�¿���´�n�Æ�¿�´�Ç�À��

�t�º�¿�´�n�¡�Ÿ�� �x�¡�‘�‰�‡�Û�� �{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë��

�y�t�À�n�� �”�ï�� �ý�ï���� �s�„�n�¿�¨�n�Ë����

�•�¡�œ�º�ï�ä�� �{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë�
�� �t�¨�� �Ì�n�Å��

�s�ü�•�����º�n�¯�Ì���¯�©���«�u�ä���w�©�„�n�Ç�
��

�œ�­�t�¨�n���•�n�É�Ñ���´�ý�À�n���w�·�����µ���•���‘��

�¨�u�Ì�u�º���¯�Ë�Ò�n�„���y�À�‰�‡�®�Ë�����œ�­�t�¨�n��

�½�„�º�¡�� �´�ò�­�� �w�¹�«�Ñ���„�ü�n�Ë���º�é�ç�¿��

�´�Ì���µ�Æ�½�„�Ë�„�ã���„�Ì�³�«���s�„�n�§�œ�ê�Ë����

�� �y�Æ�§�Ÿ�� �®�n�¡�„�á�‰�‡��

�®�u�œ�s�´�ç�¿�� �y�³�¨�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê��

�½�„�n�¿�� �µ���•���‘�
�� �º�n�¯�Ì�� �w�Æ�“��

�Ó�u�Þ�À�n�¡�Ÿ�� �º�é�ç�¿�� �•�¾�„�®�Ì�ï��

�„�Ø�„�¿�
�� �µ�ê�n�•�‡�� �º�É�­�«�Ò�º�u�ê��

�º�é�ç�¿�� �s�•�´�Æ�n�•�� �s�ð�À�n��

�º�É�­�«�Ò�u�ê�� �y�u�¢�� �~�é�´�n�¡�•�Ñ��

�®�u�œ�s�´�é�ä�«��

�� �„�œ�³�¨�� ������ �Ò�É�œ�•�„�Þ�n�„��

�s�¨�n�œ�Ë�³�«�� �®�œ�­�©�� �Ò�É�¿�� �y�³�¨��

�y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê�� �½�„�n�¿�� �µ���•���‘���Á�ï��

�s�´�É�¯�ç�Ò�ê�� �•�¾�„�¹�� �s�´�n�ç�¹�·��

�®�œ�Ò�•�‰�u�„�„�ß�Ñ�� �€�ï�ä�n�„��

�©�„�Ý�Ò�¨�n�„���½�„�º�¡���´�ñ�­���ˆ�å�ê�n�Ë��

�y�³�¨�� �©�¡�œ�­�u�¨�� �Ò�É�…�ï�ä��

�„�n�Ì�•�„�ß�Ï�¿�� �s�¨�n�œ�Ë�³�«�� �®�œ�­�¨��

�}�§�¢�¿�� �s�„�n�§�Ÿ�ã�Þ�¨�n�„��

�ˆ�å�ê�n�Ë��

�� �c�y�«���»�„�Õ�¿���|�‰�„�º�ß�‰�‡�¿����

�©�¡�œ�º�n�„�� �w�u�º�…�ä�«����

�~�s�ê�ë�Ñ�� �y�­�©�¡�œ�¿�� �� �� �y�Æ�­�¨�¿��

�t�¨�u�Ò�¹�´�Ÿ�Ò�Ë�„�á�‰�‡�� �{�¨�Õ�Ò�t�¨�n�Ÿ�
��

�µ���•���‘�� �|�Ù�À�Ë�„�á�‰�‡�¿��

�•�¾�„�­�©�é�‡�¿���y�u�œ�Á�Ì�n�ê���{�ä�u�Ò��

�Ò�Ï�¹�´�Ÿ�­�«�…�ä�«�
���}�ï�ä�n�Ë��
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�s�„�n�ï�� �À�n�×�
�� �»�ï�� �„�é�ä�Ñ�� �„�£�ë��

�©�¡�œ�­�©�ï�� �s�•�À�é�‡�Û�� �¾�Ì�¿��

�¬�n�—�Ã�½�•�Ð�ê�‘�t�²���­�Þ���•�Ù�Õ�Â���•�Â�Ä�ê�²���z�†�„�Ä�†�•
�¬�’�†�•� �̃Û���¡�Þ�s�•�n�ê�‘���Ã�¸�t�Ã�Ù�•�«�¦�”�‚�Õ�Ÿ

�´�n�ï���’�×���t�ü�n�§�œ�n���¨�ë�À�n�Ë���¯�ç�Ò�ê�¿���º�n�¯�Ì���½�¨�Ñ�Ò�Ë���•�n�×���s�„�n�ï���À�n�×�Ó�œ�¿���º�•�‰�„�£�ë�„�u�Þ���€�¹�´�u�œ�­�¨�ê�Ë�����	�{�œ�ï���º�n�¯�Ì���w�Æ�‘�À�Ñ���¨�u�Ì�Ò�Ë�„�ã�


�º�n�¯�Ì�� �w�Æ�“�� �‡�å�¹�´�n�„�� �º�n�¯�Ì�­�©�Ñ��

�‡�u�ä�³�¨�� �Ò�É�º�n�ê�¿�� �s�´�ç�¿��

�µ������ �� �‡�Ÿ�¿�´�•�„�u�Þ�•�� �t�•�Ë�³�¨��

�º�n�¢�Ò�Ë�„�á�‰�‡�­�� �t�¨�u�Ò�À�n�ê��

�„�£�ë�� �´�•�„�ß�¹�·�„�u�Þ�� �Ò�Ø�•�„��

�½�ï�Ò�É�Ò�¨�n�„�� �w�Ò�Ë�� �®�¿�µ�‰�u�„��

�s�¨�Ç�Ó�­�¨�n�Ë��

�� �w�t�¨���t�®�Æ�­�©�Ñ�
���w�Ò�Ë���´�n�ï��

�’�×�� �t�ü�n�§�œ�n�� �¨�ë�À�n�Ë�� �¯�ç�Ò�ê��

�¨�u�Ì�Ò�É�‰�‡�¿���¨�ê�«���´�n�Æ�n�¡�Ÿ�„�u�Þ�­��

�s�¨�Ç�Ó�­�¨�n�Ë���� �œ�­�t�¨�n�� �4�� �œ�­�t�¨�n��

�Ó�Æ�n�� �¨�n�ï�� �ü�q�Å�� �ñ�•�� �y�ï�ç��

������ �º�•�‰�„�£�ë�„�ã�� �º�é�ç�¿�� ������

�„�£�ë�„�u�Þ�� �º�n�¯�Ì�� �w�Æ�‘�œ�¿��

�®�ï�s�„�n�u�œ�À�n�„�����€�¹�´�u�œ�­�¨�n�Ë��

� � � c � s � ´ � É � ¿ � ´ � n � Ì � n � ê� �

�´�ã�ß�„�ß�Ñ�� �y�³�¨�� �»�ï�� �„�é�ä�Ñ��

�s�•�À�Ñ�½�u�ä�� �w�º�Ì�n�‰�„�­�©�Ñ��

�{�ã�Þ�«���� �}�Ÿ�­�«�‰�„�n�¡�œ�n�„�
��

�s�„�œ�n�Ó�Ñ���t�„�n�Ó�¡���������·�©�À���Ò�Ø�‰�‡��

�´�©�Õ�‰�� �„�n�Æ�¢�º�n�„�� �‘�Ì�� �´�ã�ß�„�ã��

�¾�œ�¹�´�¡�Ÿ�ã�Þ�ê���� �}�ê�t�Ò�� �»�ï�ë�À�Ñ��

�„�é�ä�Ñ�� �€�É�� �·�©�À�� �y�À�Ñ�´�n�„��

�¨�é�t�´�n�«�� �x�…�Ó�¡�œ�«�� �}�ê��

�®�¿�µ�‰�u�„�­���s�¨�Ç�Ó�­�¨�n�Ë����

�� �c�¨�é�t�´�n�u�¨�À�� �”�Ø�Í�Ñ��

�‘�Ì�� �´�ã�ß�„�ß�Ñ�� �º�n�¢�Ò�Ë�„�ß�ï��

�t�¨�u�Ò�„�u�Þ�¹���¸�Ë�­�©���s�•�Å�Ò�¨�é�„�n�„��

�·�©�À���„�£�ë�„�u�Þ���®�ï�s�„�n�u�œ�À�n�„��

�Ò�Ø�•�‡�¨�Ñ���w�Ñ�Ì�«���´�À�ï�´�Ÿ�­�¨�¹�´�¡�œ��

�„�£�ë�„�u�Þ�� �•�Ç�s�•�Å�«��

�®�ï�s�„�n�u�œ�À�n�„�� �s�„�n�Ÿ�¹�´�«��

�Ò�Æ�t�Ò�é�„�­�¨�‰�„�«��

�� �t�º�Ï�¿�
�� �� �¨�ë�À�n�Ë��

�«�u�ä�„�á�¿�� �¨�ë�®�´�Ë�„�á�¿�� �y�³�¨��

�»�ï���„�é�ä�Ñ���©�¡�œ�­�u�¨���s�¨�n�œ�Ë�³�«��

�x�¨�Ç�‰�„�� �½�ï�Ò�É�Ò�n�Ë�„�ã�
�d��

�}�ï�ç�� �s�„�n�¿�¨�n�Ç�Ñ�� �®�u�œ�s�´�é�ä��

�s�•�Å�©�À�n�Þ�Ë�� �ˆ�¡�œ�­�©�Ñ�� �º�n�¯�Ì��

�½�¨�Ñ�Ò�Ë���•�n�×���s�¨�Ç�Ó�­�¨�n�Ë����

�� �y�³�¨�� �s�•�Å�©�À�n�Þ�Ë��

�•�³�©�¹�µ�Ñ�� �º�„�ß�Ë�
�� �‡�Ÿ�¿�´�
�� �•�º�­�«�Ò��

�t�º�¿�´�n�Ÿ���º�é�ç�¿���y�û�Ì�n�¿���w�Ñ�Ì�n�¨��

�º�¨�� �w�Ï�Ò�Ñ���x�¡�‘�‰�‡�Û���{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë��

�t�•�n�•�� �}�•�
�� �y�u�Þ�–�Ë�� �º�é�ç�¿��

�Ó�u�Þ�À�n�¡�Ÿ���x�¡�‘�‰�‡�Û���{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë��

�”�ï���Í�¹���’���º�é�ç�¿���º�n�¯�Ì���¨�u�Ì�u�º��

�s�•�À�Ì�n�Þ�Ë���œ�­�t�¨�n���w�¹�«�Ñ���y�Æ�•�n�‰��

�ð�n�´�n�Ë���x�…�t�À�n�Ë���„�Ì�³�«���s�„�n�§�Ÿ��

�‘�ä�¹�µ�­�¨�ê�Ë����

�� �´�ã�ß�� �º�n�¢�Ò�Ë�„�ã��

�¨�•�„�ã�� �Ô�Ÿ�„�ß�Í�É�³�«�� �»�ï�ë�À�Ñ��

�„�é�ä�Ñ�� �s�•�À�Ñ�½�u�ä�u�À�­�� �s�¨�n�œ�Æ��

�t�Ò�§�•�Á�É�¹�´�¨�n�Ñ�
�� �º�n�¯�Ì�� �w�Æ�“��

�„�œ�³�¨�� �t�º�� �º�n�¨�¿�� �½�¨�Ñ�� �µ�ê�n�•�‡��

�»�ï�� �„�é�ä�Ñ�� �„�£�ë�� �©�¡�œ�­�u�¨��

�~�é�´�n�Ÿ���s�•�Å�«���Ò�É�…�ä�«��

�� �y�­�©�¡�œ�­�©�ï�� �†�Ý��

�������� �„�£�ë�„�ã�� �s�Ò�é�å�„�Æ�º�n�„��

�t�•�„�Ç�‰�„�¹�´�¡�Ÿ�
���µ�������‡�Ÿ�¿�´�•�„�u�Þ��

�t�•�Ë�³�¨�� �t�¨�Ë�³�s�¨�Ÿ�‰�„�¹�´�¡�œ��

�º�n�¢�Ò�Ë�„�á�‰�‡���Ò�Ø�•�„�¹�´�¡�Ÿ�ã�Þ�ê����

�� �w�t�¨�� �s�•�Å�©�À�n�Þ�Ë��

�•�³�©�¹�µ�Ñ�
�� �º�n�¯�Ì�� �½�¨�Ñ�Ò�Ë�� �•�n�×��

�s�„�n�ï�� �À�n�×�� �º�t�Ì�‘�À�� �‘�ç�� �º�é�ç�¿��

�®�Ÿ�­�¨�Æ�� �¯�ç�Ò�ê�•�„�ß�ï�� �•�•�„��

�	�•�s�º�ï�¨�n�
�� �¨�u�Ì�Ò�Ë�� �t�„�n�Å�� �‘�×��

�‡�Ò�n�ë�œ�¿�� �y�É�³�«�� �����
�������� �½�„�‰��

�„�Ò�•�•�„�u�Þ���s�´�é�ç�‰�s�„�n�§�œ�n�Ë��
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�·�‰�…�¡�� �s�º�Ë�­�¨�n�ð�n�¿�� ���� �� �t�¨�‘�À��

�©�ê�­�u�¨�� �½�ï�ë�¡�Ÿ�� �µ�ê�n�•�‡��

�º�n�¯�Ì�� �y�³�«�� �y�u�Þ�–�Ë�� �t�´�Æ�u�Ò��

�~�é�´�n�¡�•�Ñ�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê�� �½�„�n�¿��

�‘�ä�¹�´�n�„���®�u�œ�s�´�é�ä�«����

�� �c�s�•�´�Æ�n�•�� �µ�u�ä��

�º�É�­�«�Ò�º�u�ê�Á�Ñ���y�Æ�­�¨�� �Ò�•�…�Á�Ñ��

�y�Æ�­�¨�¿�� �t�•�»�¹�·�� �‡�u�ä�Ò�n�„��

�y�É�¹�´�¨�n�Ñ�� �w�¨�é�‡�� �{�¨�Õ�¿��

�s�´�n�É�¡�Ÿ�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê�� �½�„�n�¿��

�®�œ�­�¨�¹�´�¡�œ�«�����y�³�¨���½�„�n�¿���t�¨�‘�À��

�©�ê�� �®�n�ß�Ñ�� �� �®�œ�­�¨�¹�´�Ÿ�Ò�¨�n�Ñ��

�w�©�„�º�n�ê�Ò�Ë�„�ã�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê�¿��

�Ò�Ø�•�„���½�ï���Ò�É�Ò�u�¨���„�§���ˆ�œ�n�„��

�„�n�¢�� �½�•�…�ä�«�
�d�� �}�ê�� �º�n�¯�Ì��

�y�³�«�� �y�u�Þ�–�Ë�� �t�´�Æ�u�Ò�� �¨�u�Ì�Ò�Ë��

�s�ð�À�Æ�n�º�ï���ˆ�å�ê�n�Ë����

� � � c � ¨ � é � t � ´ � n � u � ¨ � À� �

�”�Ý�¯�u�Ì�‰�‡�� �s�´�Ç�t�À�n�Ë�� �½�¨�Ñ��

�‘�å�À�Ò�Ë�� �}�ê�� �w�©�„�º�n�t�ê�n�É�‰�‡��

�s�¨�n�œ�Ë�³�¨�n�é�t�´�n�Ñ�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê�¿��

�{�¨�Ó�„�ã�� �t�¨�u�Ò�¹�´�Ÿ�…�ä�«���� �y�³�¨��

�½�„�n�¿�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �Ò�•�…�� �¯�Æ�¹�·�Ò�¨�é�‡��

�‘�ä�³�¨�� �¨�Þ�º�n�„�­�� �©�„�Ý�…�ä�«�
�d�� �}�ê��

�s�ð�À�Æ�n�º�ï���s�¨�Ç�Ó�­�¨�n�Ë����

�w� �̧ �œ���œ�n�Ú���¯�•�n�±���Ã�»�‘�n�¥�•�¸���•�–�‘�¬�n�•���¡�‘� �œ���w�¾�†�„�������s�ß�²�¸�n�¬�Þ

�� �s�´�n�«�� �º�‰�„�ß�ï�� �®�Ñ��

�x�¨�Æ�u�Ò�� �½�ï�ë�¡�Ÿ�� �y�­�©�¡�œ�¿��

�x�§�Ÿ�t�¨�n�ç�¿�� �®�œ�­�¨�� �y�Ì�‰�‡��

�s�„�n�§�Ÿ�ã�Þ�¨�n�„�� �t�º�Ï�¿��

�s�¨�Ç�Ó�­�¨�n�Ë����

�� �w�Ñ�º�n�
�� �� �y�t�À�n�ï��

�t�´�Æ�•�„�n�•���Ò�Þ�n�„�­�©�Ñ���®�u�œ�s�´�é�ä��

�y�³�¨�� �½�„�n�»�Ñ�� �s�´�n�«�� �º�‰�„�ã��

�„�Ì�³�«�� �s�„�n�§�Ÿ�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê�¿��

�Ò�Ø�•�…�� �¨�•�„�ß�ï�� �•�¾�„�� �{�¢�u�Ò��

�s�Ò�ß�s�„�n�¢�Ë�³�¨�ê�Ë����

�� �µ�ê�n�•�‡�� �º�n�¯�Ì�� �y�³�«��

�y�u�Þ�–�Ë�� �t�´�Æ�u�Ò�� �¨�u�Ì�Ò�Ë��

�x���s�ð�À�Æ�n�º�ï�� �¨�u�Ì�u�º�Á�Ñ��

�º�n�¯�Ì���y�³�«���y�u�Þ�–�Ë���t�´�Æ�u�Ò���¨�u�Ì�Ò�Ë���x���s�ð�À�Æ�n�º�ï���y�Æ�­�¨���¨�n�ê�¿��
�s�•�Å�¨�n�Ë���	���{�œ�ï���t�´�Æ�u�Ò���{�ç�¹�µ�ê�Ë�„�ã�


�®�œ�­�¨�¹�´�¡�œ�� �y�³�¨�� �y�Æ�­�¨��

�¨�n�ê�� �¯�„�Ý�•�‘�Á�Ñ�� �������‰�‡�¿��

�t�º�é�´�¡�œ�Ò�Ë�„�ã�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê�¿��

�Ò�Ø�•�…�ê�Ë���}�ï�´�«���‡�å�¹�µ�œ�­�¨�‰�„�«����

�� �s�•�´�Æ�n�•�� �s�ð�À�n��

�º�É�­�«�Ò�º�u�ê�
�� �´�¡�œ�Ë�s�Ò�n�Ë�­��

�½�ï�ê�n�ã���y�³�«���y�u�Þ�–�Ë���y�À�‰�„�¿��

�º�é�ç�¿�� �w�Ñ�º�n�� �y�t�À�n�ï�� �t�´�Æ�•�„�n�•��

�¯�ç�Ò�ê�¿�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê�� �½�„�n�¿��

�®�œ�­�¨���w�•�­�¨�Þ�º�n�„���y�É�³�¨�ê����

�� �t�¨�‘�À�� �©�ê�� �®�n�u�Þ��

�½�ï�ë�¡�Ÿ�� �º�‰�„�ã�� �®�n�¡�•�é�‡�¿��

�Ô�¡�•�é�‡�¿�� �t�•�u�Ò�À�n�é�ä�� �t�Ò�§�Ÿ�¿��

�}�ï�ä�� �s�„�n�ã�u�„�� �t�„�n�¡�´�n�¡�•�Ñ�
��

�s�´�n�«�� �º�‰�„�ß�ï�� �t�´�Æ�n�¨�Æ�Õ�œ�ï��

�y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê�� �½�„�n�¿�� �s�Ò�é�å��

�s�´�é�ä�«����

�� �y�¨�í�œ�ï���s�•�´�Æ�n�•���µ�u�ä��

�º�É�­�«�Ò�º�u�ê�Á�ï�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �Ò�•�…��

�¨�u�Ì�Ò�Ë�� �®�n�Á�¿�� �‡�å�¹�µ�Ÿ�u�„�Á�Ñ��

�y�Æ�­�¨�� �t�¨�u�Ò�� �®�n�á�‰�‡��

�®�n�ã�� �w�©�„�Ç�‰�…�ä�«�� �}�ï�ç�¿��

�º�n�¨�­�«�‰�‡�� �� ���������� �t�´�‰�� �y�Æ�­�¨�¿��

�t�¨�u�Ò�¹�´�Ÿ�Ò�¨�n�„�‰���ˆ�å�ê�n�Ë����

�� �t�•�„�Ç�‰�„�¹�´�Ÿ�¿�� �y�Æ�­�¨�¿��

������ �®�n�¡�„�á�‰�‡�� �º�¡�Ÿ�t�º�� �´�À�ï�´�Ÿ�¿��

�}�ï�´�«�œ�ï�� �y�Æ�­�¨�©�Ñ�� �s�Ò�ã�u�Þ��

�w�í���‡�u�ä�Ò�n�„���{�ã�Þ�Ò�Ë�„�á�‰�„�n�ê��

�y�Æ�­�¨�©�ï�� �t�¨�u�Ò�� �ˆ�Ÿ�¨�Ì�n�„��

�y�É�¹�´�¨�n�„���t�º�Ï�¿���w�Ò�Ë���ˆ�å�ê�n�Ë����

�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê�� �½�„�n�¿��

�~�é�´�n�Ÿ�� �� �s�•�Å�À�� �Ó�É�¿�·�¿�� �w�Æ�“��

�•�n�Æ�n�� �y�À�‰�„�•�„�ã�� �µ�ê�n�•�‡��

�º�n�¯�Ì�­�©�Ñ�� �{�ã�Þ�� �½�‰�…�À�� ����

�t�´�Æ�•�„�n�•�„�ß�Ñ�� �º�é�ç�¿�� �µ�ä��

�y�œ�•�„�ß�Ñ�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê�¿�� �Ò�Ø�•�„��

�t�¨�u�Ò�À�n�ê�� �x�t�Ì�n�•�u�¢�„�u�Þ�Ã�¿��

�{�¨�Ó�„�u�Þ�Ã�¿�� �º�É�­�«�Ò�º�u�ê��

�•�n�Ë�µ�Ñ�� �s�•�Å�«�� �s�„�n�Ÿ�‰�„�¹�´�Ÿ�¿��

�}�ï�ä�n�Ë���� �� �t�º�Ñ�� �Ó�´�Æ�•�„�á�‰�‡����

�s�¨�n�u�Ì�¹�t�´�‘�� �}�§�� ������������������������

�}�ï�ä�� �}�§�£�Ñ�� �w�u�Ø�‰�„��

�t�„�¡�Ÿ�‰�s�„�n�§�œ�n�Ë����

�� �y�³�¨�� �y�Æ�­�¨�� �¨�n�ê��

�½�„�n�»�Ñ�� �µ�ê�n�•�‡�� �º�n�¯�Ì�� �y�³�«��

�y�u�Þ�–�Ë�� �t�´�Æ�u�Ò�� �¨�u�Ì�Ò�Ë��

�x���s�ð�À�Æ�n�º�ï�
�� �«�u�¢�� �¨�u�Ì�Ò�Ë��

�Í���t�„�n�º�„�ï�
���´�¡�œ�Ë�s�Ò�n�Ë�­�
�����y�Æ�­�¨��

�¨�n�ê���½�„�n�¿���~�é�´�n�¡�Ÿ�‰�‡�Û���¨�u�Ì�Ò�Ë��

�}�¿���y�Æ�Ó�³�©�Æ�ï�� �x�…�t�À�n�Ë�� �„�Ì�³�«��

�‘�ä�¹�µ�­�¨�ê�Ë��

���´�­�«�� �„�n�Ò�n�ï�� ���� �y�u�Þ�–�Ë�� ����

�Ó�u�Þ�À�n�¡�Ÿ�� �x�¡�‘�‰�‡�Û�� �º�é�ç�¿��

�µ�ê�n�•�‡���s�´�n�Û�«�t�´�n�‰�‡���Ò�Þ�n�„�¿������

�w�Æ�•�„���Ò�n�Ç�À�¿���y�u�¢���~�é�´�n�¡�•�Ñ

�Ó�u�Þ�À�n�¡�Ÿ�� �w�u�ê�Ò�É�‰�‡�º�n�ê�«��

�!�� �µ�ê�n�•�‡�� �Ó�u�Þ�À�n�¡�Ÿ�� �w�Æ�•�„�¿��
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A TOTAL of six roads on 
Penang island have been 
marked with zig-zag lines 

as an initiative to create a safe 
environment for pedestrians to 
cross the road.

State Work, Utilities and Flood 
Mitigation Committee chairman 
Zairil Khir Johari said following 
the pilot project last year at Jalan 
Burmah (near the Penang Bud-
dhist Association), the project 
has been expanded to �ve other 
roads on the island.

He said although the imple-
mentation of the project was 
delayed due to the Covid-19 pan-

demic, the roads are now ready 
with the zig-zag lines marked on 
them. 

“The roads include Lebuh Light 
(in front of State Legislative As-
sembly building), Beach Street 
(near Bishop Street junction), Ja-
lan Kampong Kolam (near Jalan 
Masjid Kapitan Keling junction), 
Penang Road (Chulia Street junc-
tion) and Gurney Drive (near Gur-
ney hawker centre).

“Roads with zig-zag lines 
might seem to be something new 
in our country, but we are actual-
ly educating our motorists to get 
familiar with this concept,’’ said 
Zairil during a press conference 
on Aug 14.

According to Zairil, the function 

of the zig-zag lines is to alert mo-
torists to slow down their vehicles 
to look out for pedestrians and al-
low them to cross the road safely.

“Besides that, as part of our 
educational campaign on this, we 
had earlier screened two videos 
at cinemas here on the island to 

create awareness on the concept.
“We will be also creating 

awareness on this through Pen-
ang Island City Council’s (MBPP) 
public service announcement via 
LED screens around the island,’’ 
he said.

“I would like to thank MBPP, 

Malaysian Institute of Road Safe-
ty Research (Miros), Road Safety 
Department of Malaysia, TGV Cin-
emas and ImageFarm for helping 
us to realise this initiative.

“I hope the project can be im-
plemented on both Penang island 
and mainland,’’ said Zairil.

Familiarising motorists 
with zig-zag lines

DIGITALISATION continues to 
headline in the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic as the 24th World Con-
gress on Information Technology 
(WCIT) 2020 and Penang TECH-
FEST2020 will now be held in both 
physical and virtual forms and will 
be broadcast live.

The two festivals will now be held 
from Nov 18 to 20, instead of the 
originally planned month of Septem-
ber at the same venue, Setia SPICE 
Convention and Exhibition Centre in 
Bayan Lepas.

The events are expected to build 

the momentum towards WCIT Ma-
laysia which has been rescheduled 
to 2022.

“These two festivals will feature 
a live telecast from Penang with ex-
clusive physical events and online 
streaming to a global audience with 
virtual exhibitions, arti�cial intel -
ligence (AI) powered B2B matching 
and networking, as well as work-
shops and masterclasses,” Chief 

Minister Chow Kon Yeow said during 
a press conference in Komtar on 
Aug 14.

TECHFEST2020, which is spear-
headed by the National Tech As-
sociation of Malaysia (Pikom), and 
“Road to World Congress on Infor-
mation Technology” (WCIT) by World 
Information Technology and Ser-
vices Alliance (Witsa), will look to 
reach a wider audience with the new 

format in place.
“We are expecting to attract on-

line participation of up to 3,000 in -
ternational visionaries, captains of 
industry, government leaders and 
academicians from more than 80 
countries,” Chow said. 

Chow was also delighted that 
Penang was chosen as the host for 
this year’s WCIT2020 and TECH-
FEST2020.

“Today, we also welcome OCK 
Group Berhad as a partner that will 
be contributing its expertise in tele-
communications infrastructure and 
technology services, especially with 
the trial deployment of 5G applica-
tions for smart cities development,” 
Chow added.

WCIT2020 Sdn Bhd chief ex-
ecutive of�cer Low Ngai Yuen, who 
was present, said physical events 
would still be conducted despite the 
current situation but not with the 
original number of 3,000 to 4,000 
attendees on site.

She also said the two events this 
year are expected to build momen-
tum towards WCIT Malaysia.

“We have turned this into a three-
year-long event. So, it is going to 
happen in November this year as 
planned, August next year (2021) 
and June in 2022.

“That is why we have lobbied for 
WCIT for its full-blown event to hap-
pen in 2022, so we can still expect 
4,000 participants in 2022,” Low 
said.

Also present were state Tourism 
Development, Arts, Culture and 
Heritage Committee chairman Yeoh 
Soon Hin, Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) mayor Datuk Yew Tung 
Seang and WCIT2020 organising 
committee deputy chairman Datuk 
Sean Seah.

For further information, visit 
http://techfest.my and www.
wcit2020.org.

WCIT2020, Penang TECHFEST2020 go hybrid

The nex t  t ime you see 
these zig-zag lines, slow 
down as people may be 
waiting to cross the road.
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THE Ship Campus, which 
is the �rst ever campus in 
Penang to be located in an 

industrial park, is expected to 
be fully operational by early next 
year.

Once operational, it will be 
home to Peninsula College, the 
education arm of PKT Logistics 
Group Sdn Bhd, and can accom-
modate up to 4,000 students and 
1,000 employees.

The group’s chief executive 
and managing director, Datuk Mi-
chael Tio, said the campus is now 
waiting for the Certi�cate of Com-
pliance and Completion (CCC) be-
fore being allowed to open.

“Basically, the construction 
works of the campus, which be-

gan in 2017, has already been 
completed.

“The only thing left now is 
some �nal touches to the interior 
design which is expected to be 
fully completed within a few more 
weeks. After that, everything will 
be completed.

“Earlier, we expected to get 
the CCC in March and start to 
operate in May this year but the 

matter has been postponed due 
to the implementation of the 
movement control order (MCO) to 
curb the spread of Covid-19.

“So now, we just have to wait 
for the CCC. Once we get it, we 
will submit the CCC to the Educa-
tion Ministry for approval to run 
the campus,” he told reporters 
during an exclusive press tour of 
the campus on Aug 6.

The Ship Campus is a project 
by PKT Logistics Group under 
the company’s 
corporate so-
cial responsibil-
ity (CSR) pro-
gramme with the 
aim of bridging 
the gap between 

academia and industry.
The RM160 million state-of-

the-art campus also features an 
open deck, terraces and a retail 
walking street called “The Grand 
Promenade” like those found on 
modern cruise ships. 

It is also equipped with stu-
dent residences that consist of 
four blocks.

Other facilities such as a li-
brary, administration of�ces, 

gym, auditorium, and co-work-
ing spaces are also available 
at the campus. 

According to Tio, the cam-
pus offers certi�cate and diplo -
ma programmes and partners 
with University of Plymouth in 
United Kingdom to offer univer-
sity programmes such as bach-
elor’s degrees.

“Our courses range from 
logistics management, busi-

ness management, accountancy, 
tourism, computer studies to en-
gineering.

“We provide the courses that 
are most required by the indus-
try in order to increase the em-
ployment rate once the students 
graduate.

“Once operational, the campus 
will also serve the start-up and 
SME community of Batu Kawan 
and thus will open up job oppor-
tunities for locals.

“At the same time, we are giv-
ing scholarships as well but only 
to Penangites for now,” he said.

For further details, visit 
https://peninsulacollege.edu.
my/

The Ship expected to 
open in 2021

View of The Ship 
Campus in the 
Batu Kawan 
Industrial Park. 
(Inset) Tio.
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WOMEN in leadership 
roles recently gathered 
for a fruitful session in 

Penang where they shared and 
exchanged valuable ideas for fu-
ture development of various sec-
tors in the state.

The programme was called “A 
Session With Chong Eng: Women 
Power in Penang”.

Chong Eng, who is in charge of 
the state Women and Family De-

velopment, Gender Inclusiveness 
and Religions Other Than Islam 
committee, said women power is 
the way forward as many initia-
tives have been conducted while 
some are still ongoing.

“A lot of women fail to realise 
their capabilities, therefore, 
through the many initiatives by my 
of�ce and the state government, 
we hope to educate all women to 
rise and shine in their respective 
areas of talent.

“Since I assumed of�ce as 
the state executive councillor 

in 2013, one of my goals under 
my current portfolio is to make a 
change in terms of women power 
and how it should be rightly per-
ceived by society.

“I am glad that through the 
help and contribution from NGOs 
and related governmental bodies, 
many initiatives were undertak-
en,” said Chong Eng during the 
session on Aug 13. 

Three policies, namely Child-
care Policy, Gender Inclusive-
ness Policy and State Safe Family 

Policy, were formulated in 2013, 
2019 and 2020 respectively to 
spearhead relevant activities.

Speaking to the participants, 
Chong Eng mentioned that sev-
eral programmes such as Inter-
national Women’s Day (IWD), 
Penang Goes Orange (PGO), Gen-
der 101 and Capacity Building, 
Networking of Women and many 
others were organised under the 
said policies.

The session saw the partici-
pation of representatives from 

Women Centre for Change (WCC), 
Penang Green Council (PGC), 
Sneham Malaysia, InvestPenang 
and many others.

Also present were state Agri-
culture, Agro-based Industries, 
Rural Development and Health 
Committee chairman Dr Norlela 
Arif�n, Sungai Pinang assembly-
man Lim Siew Khim, Seri Deli-
ma assemblyman Syerleena Ab-
dul Rashid and Seberang Perai 
City Council secretary Rosnani 
Mahmod.

PENANG canoeists and dragon boat row-
ers are determined to do well in next year’s 
Sukma (Malaysia Games), even undergoing 
practices in an indoor rowing pool.

Thirty-two athletes shortlisted for the 
squad resumed training on June 15 after 
coming out of almost a three-month hiber-
nation following the imposition of the move-
ment control order on March 18.

For the past one month, they have been 
practising in the indoor rowing pool at the 
Orient Fitness Centre in Farlim Complex, 
Air Itam, to regain their momentum and 
rhythm.

State Youth and Sports Committee 
chairman Soon Lip Chee and Penang State 
Sports Council (PSSC) director Harry Chai 
visited the �tness centre on Aug 6 to see 
the state of their preparation and encour-
age them to train hard as a team.

They gave a pep talk to the athletes 
and spoke with Penang Canoe Association 
president Muhamad Hanif, a former sports 
director of Universiti Sains Malaysia, before 
they watched coach Salleh Hashim, 40, put 
the athletes through a simulation exercise.

“This indoor rowing pool offers them 
very good practice. They need not have to 
worry about foul weather, high tide or low 
tide, rain or shine.

“They can gather here and train as a 
team safely to regain their �tness,” Soon 
said after his visit to the �tness centre.

Chai said PSSC would go all out to as-
sist the team prepare itself for Sukma that 
would be hosted by Johor.

“Whatever we can do for the team, we 
will do so like providing them with proper 

training centre and linking them up with 
gymnasiums.

“Whatever equipment they need, we will 
try to ful�l their requirements,” said Chai.

Muhamad said the training squad 
comprises 32 athletes, ranging from 16 
to 22 years old. The team trains at the 
indoor rowing pool four times a month, 
with each training session lasting about 
three hours.

“Sometimes, the team trains at the 
Penang Water Sports Centre in Tanjung 
Bungah. We have also plans to do some 
training at the Bukit Merah lake,” said Mu -
hamad, adding that head coach Franky Un-
yat is currently back in Sarawak.

Eric Lim Chin Kok, who has been op-
erating the Orient Fitness Centre since 
2013, said he set up the indoor rowing 
pool two years ago to encourage more 
youths to take up rowing.

Locally designed and built, his in-
door rowing pool can seat nine rowers 

on each side.
Lim said the Penang state dragon boat 

team was once a force to be reckoned with 
in international competitions but has lost 
its shine in recent years.

“We were among the top �ve teams in 
Asia. Dragon boat races were very popular 
in Penang and even attracted some 80 to 
90 teams, including from the factories,” 
recalled Lim, 43, who had represented the 
state for about 15 years.

The talent pool, according to Lim, 
seemed to have dried up after a dragon 
boat accident involving the Chung Ling High 
School team in 2010.

The boat capsized during a practice at 
the North Strait, off the clan jetties, after 
colliding with a tugboat amid strong cur-
rents. The tragedy claimed six lives – a 
teacher and �ve students.

The Orient Fitness Centre operates from 
7am to 11pm from Monday to Friday and 
8am to 8pm on Saturday and Sunday.

Salleh (standing beside the pool, on the right) watching the rowers in 
training. Also present are Soon (in white shirt), Chai (in blue batik) and Lim 
(in orange shirt).

State rowers take 
to indoor pool

Rise and shine, 
Chong Eng 
urges women (From left) Rosnani, Syerleena, 

Chong Eng and Norlela are among 
‘women of power’ in Penang. 

THE Penang government has introduced the CAT 
Bridge bus service and commuters can enjoy the 
service for free during its four-month trial period!

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said the CAT 
Bridge bus service would utilise 18 public buses 
during its trial period from Sept 1 to Dec 31.

“Commuters can enjoy the public transport 
from 6am to 11pm daily. The CAT Bridge buses will 
stop at several pick-up points such as The Blan-
ket Hotel in Seberang Jaya, Megamall Penang, 
Queensbay Mall, Bukit Jambul bus hub and Bayan 
Baru bus hub. The CAT Bridge buses will be using 
the Penang Bridge.

“The CAT Bridge buses will also be operating at 
the Free Industrial Zone (FIZ). The buses will be op-
erating at the FIZ only during peak hours, between 
6am and 8.15am and between 4.50pm and 7pm.

“The buses will operate at FIZ A and B (which 
include FIZ 1, 2 and 3); and FIZ C (which includes 
FIZ 4 and the Bayan Lepas Industrial Park). A total 
of four trips will be made to FIZ A and B, while four 
trips will be made to FIZ C,” Chow told a press 
conference in Komtar on Aug 25.

Chow said the BEST FIZ bus service would be 
terminated following the introduction of the CAT 
Bridge bus service.

“We hope to increase the usage of public trans-
port with the CAT Bridge bus service,” he added.

The public can give their feedback pertaining 
to the CAT Bridge bus service to the state via the 
ePintas system. 

Alternatively, the public can e-mail to epintas@
penang.gov.my

Also present were Penang Tourism Develop-
ment, Arts, Culture and Heritage Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin and Pengkalan Kota assem-
blyman Daniel Gooi.

Free CAT Bridge 
bus service during 
trial period 
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THE Penang government has reward-
ed over 300 students for obtaining 
excellent results in last year’s Sijil 

Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) and Sijil Tinggi 
Persekolahan Malaysia (STPM) examina-
tions.

However, the recipients were unable 
to attend the “Excellent Students Award 
Ceremony for SPM and STPM 2019” held 
in Komtar on Aug 6 due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said the 
health and safety of the students were of 
utmost importance.

“This ceremony would have been 
graced by the presence of the 331 stu-
dents today, if not for the pandemic.

“Regardless, the state would like to 
congratulate them on their success and 
would like to urge them to keep up the 
good work,” Chow said during the cer-
emony. 

A total of 251 SPM students received 
RM500 incentive each; while 80 STPM 

students got RM1,000 each. 
The recipients were also awarded a 

certi�cate of appreciation.
The allocations of RM125,500 (for 

SPM students) and RM80,000 (for STPM 
students) were disbursed accordingly via 
cheques from the Penang government.

Ten special students were also awarded 
the incentives under the special category.

Five schools – SMJK (C) Jit Sin, SMJK 
(C) Chung Ling Butterworth, SMJK (C) 
Chung Hwa Confucian, SM Sains Tun 
Syed Sheh Shahabudin and SM Sains 
Kepala Batas – were also recognised for 
their performances.

Deputy Chief Minister II Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy was delighted with the outstand-
ing achievements attained by the schools 
and students.

“I would like to thank the parents and 
teachers for being the driving force and 
the backbone behind the success of the 
students.

“Penang is one of states in Malaysia 
that has seen a very healthy and posi-
tive growth in terms of SPM and STPM 
examination results,” Ramasamy said 

in his speech.
Also present were Deputy Chief Minis-

ter I Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rah-
man, Women and Family Development, 
Gender Inclusiveness & Religions Other 
Than Islam Committee chairman Chong 

Eng, Domestic and International Trade, 
Consumer Affairs and Entrepreneur Devel-
opment Committee chairman Datuk Abdul 
Halim Hussain and Welfare, Caring Soci-
ety and Environment Committee chairman 
Phee Boon Poh.

Chow presenting a plaque of appreciation to SMJK (C) Jit Sin principal Ang Kooi 
Looi while Chong Eng and Ramasamy (right) look on.

Students rewarded 
for excellent SPM 
and STPM results

SENIOR citizens in Penang will not be left 
out in this age of digitalisation, says Chief 
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Chow said the Penang government was 
working towards greater heights in terms of 
digitalisation.

“Today, we are launching the Digital 
Coach Scheme and the Digital Promoter 
Scheme, #DahDigital.

“The schemes are meant to aid and intro-
duce digital solutions to the public.

“This is important to ensure that no one 
is left behind as the people build their con� -
dence when using online transactions.

“We hope that the people can cope with 
the rising needs of digitalisation,” Chow 
said in his speech during the launch of the 
schemes on Aug 16 in Pulau Tikus.

He said the state wanted to leverage on 
the new skills in innovation.

“We want to give the community a plat-
form to express themselves and to be 
heard.

“Therefore, we will have 32 coaches and 
250 promoters for both the Digital Coach 
and the Digital Promoter schemes respec-
tively.

“They will guide the public, especially se-
nior citizens, on digitalisation.

“The digital era is full of excitement with 

new and innovative technology.
“It is necessary for Penang to go digital 

to stay competitive.
“We advance and we explore what lies 

ahead,” he added.
Chow also noted that many businesses 

had suffered losses due to the movement 
control order (MCO).

“However, many traders took their busi-
nesses online. It is now the ‘new norm’,” 
Chow said.

State Public Works, Utilities and Flood 
Mitigation Committee chairman Zairil Khir 
Johari, who was present, emphasised the 
importance of technology.

He said the ‘new norm’ had affected ev-
eryone, including himself.

“In fact, I need to use Zoom application 
when I have a meeting with my counterparts 
from outstation.

“The social media is there to assist us in 
our daily lives,” he added.

Rose Charities Malaysia president and 
Penang Senior Digital Resource Centre co-
founder Datuk Lawrence Cheah felt hon-
oured that the centre was chosen as a ven-
ue for the digitalisation purpose.

He lauded the state’s commitment to 
help senior citizens to understand digital 
technology better.

Penang launches Digital Coach, 
Digital Promoter schemes 
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THE Penang Youth Development 
Corporation (PYDC) is providing a 
career platform for youths through 
its newly upgraded website.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee 
said the website would serve as 
a channel for companies and em-
ployers to advertise employment 
opportunities free of charge.

“This is one of the state gov -
ernment’s initiatives to help 
youngsters in Penang apply for 
jobs that will suit them.

“Interested and quali�ed 
young people can log onto PY-
DC’s of�cial website (https://
pydc.com.my/) and look for em-
ployment opportunities.

“Since it was launched in 

June, the number of companies 
listed on the website has in -
creased from 232 to 310 while 
the number of job applications 
has also increased from 288 to 
420,’’ Soon said during a press 
conference on Aug 4.

Soon added the latest ver-
sion of the website would allow 
youths to create personal ac-
counts with biodata that could 
provide a clear background to 
employers.

It would also allow employers 
to recruit young talents without 
using third parties.

“Employers can also monitor 
the progress of advertised posi-
tions, list of applicants, and can 
update information on the PYDC 

website from time to time.
“PYDC will organise a vir tual 

meet-up with all the employers 
who are interested to be part of 
this initiative,” added Soon.

According to Soon, the job 
oppor tunities available on the 
website are not only conven-
tional jobs but also digital-re-
lated jobs such as digital mar-
keters, information technology 
(IT), e-commerce, web design-
ers and so on.

“Due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the way of doing things 
has changed. Everything has 
become digital. Since we have 
entered the new norm, careers 
pertaining to these �elds are 
very popular now,’’ he added.

PYDC uses e-career platform to empower youth        

�ƒStory by Kevin Vimal
�ƒPix by Chan Kok Kuan

FOLLOWING the devastat-
ing impact of Covid-19, 
business and economic 

activities are slowly picking up, 
and Penang’s well-known Little 
India is no different.

Traders there are �nally see-
ing a silver lining as their busi-
ness slowly picks up pace.

A couple of merchants were 
approached by Buletin Mutiara 
for their views in light of the cur-
rent situation.

Umayal Textiles Sdn Bhd 
owner Datuk Asok Kumar said 
his business recorded a 40% 
drop in sales since the move-
ment control order (MCO) was 
imposed in March, but a gradual 
increase was notable after inter-
state travel was allowed in June.

“For me, Covid-19 not only 
affected my sales, but also re-
stricted my usual routine which 
is to travel to India to personally 
handpick and purchase materi-
als to be brought back to Malay-
sia.

“But I have remained posi-
tive and the signs are improving 
now as our sales have picked up 
since July,” said Asok.

Asok added shipping costs 

have increased tremendously, 
but with Deepavali around the 
corner he is expecting to recover 
sooner than expected.

“These few months of closure 
were the longest ever in the his-
tory of the shop since it was 
opened in 1968 as we would on-
ly close for three days in a year 
for Thaipusam and Deepavali,” 
he said.

First of its kind in Malaysia, 
Umayal Textiles is a popular tex-
tile merchant that sells a range 
of colour ful and eye-catching 
traditional Punjabi suits, sarees 
and the famous men’s wear 
known as “jippa”.

VKN Jewellers & MD Sdn Bhd, 
a family-run business, decided 
to sell online when its business 
was slightly halted but ever since 
interstate travel was allowed, it 
is glad that the response is rela -
tively encouraging.

“We run this as a cultural 

business because other than 
our usual daily orders, we also 
receive regular orders for wed-
dings, naming ceremonies, 
bir thdays and anniversaries,” 
said Yuvabalan Sivasamy, one 
of the company’s directors.

“Our sales were quite low in 
April and May, but slowly gained 
momentum in June. It got better 
in July and we are expecting it 
to get even better as we near 
Deepavali.

“I would like to thank the Pen-
ang state government for cau-
tiously opening the various sec-
tors in phases, and I hope the 
public will continue to adhere 
to the standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs) for everyone’s 
good.”

Operating since 1936, VKN 
Jewellers specialises in produc-
ing gold jewellery which includes 
services such as repairs and re-
modelling too.

Little India returns to 
life slowly

Soon (front row, fourth from left) in a group picture with some of the digital platform trainers
who collaborated with PYDC.

Yuvabalan: Sales got better 
in July.

Asok: Hopes for Deepaval i 
cheer.

WITH Covid-19 creating havoc, it 
may be easy to forget about den-
gue and chikungunya which can be 
no less dangerous.

The Seberang Perai City Coun-
cil (MBSP) is staying on its toes to 
curb the spread of dengue and chi-
kungunya outbreaks on the main-
land.

Numerous cleaning operations, 
including fogging activities, are 
conducted regularly especially in 
hotspots to eradicate the breeding 
of aedes mosquitoes and to stop 
the spread of chikungunya infec-
tions.

Buletin Mutiara  managed 
to interview some of the MBSP 
councillors on Aug 4 to know more 
about their efforts regarding the 
matter and below are their views:

Fahmi Zainol:
“As a local councillor who is in 

charge of the Seberang Jaya area, 
I am particularly concerned about 
Taman Siakap as it is considered 
one of the hotspots here.

“We have been consistently car-
rying out daily cleaning operations 
with the help of MBSP workers and 
the appointed contractor hired by 
the city council.

“The cleaning operation involves 
1,309 residential premises and 45 
alleys in Taman Siakap.

“The operation mainly focuses 
on clearing up the potential breed-
ing grounds for the aedes mosqui-
toes and also to clean up clogged 
drains and remove some debris.

“At the same time, the state 
Health Department has also been 
carrying out fogging activities in Ta-
man Siakap thrice a week.

 “Hopefully, with everyone’s ef-
forts, the prevalence of chikungun-

ya and dengue cases will reduce.”
 

Bernard Cheen Goon Hooi:
“Besides the usual approach to 

prevent chikungunya and dengue 
cases in Padang Lalang, I also use 
guppy �sh as part of my initiative 
to curb the outbreaks in the area.

“The guppy �sh is put into stag -
nant water such as in a drain and 
is proven effective as they basi-
cally eat the larvae and thus pre-
vent the breeding of aedes mos-
quitoes.

“Although, there are no chi-
kungunya and dengue cases in 
Padang Lalang so far, I urge the 
people here not to let their guard 
down but continue to take pre-
cautionary measures by ensuring 
their environment remains clean.”

 
Heng Yeh Shuan:

“In the Jawi area, there are no 
chikungunya and dengue cases 
recorded until today but I have con-
stantly reminded the people here 
to stay vigilant and not to be too 
complacent as our �ght against 
these diseases is not over yet.

“We must keep in mind that 
while cases of Covid-19 currently 
dominate the news, cases of den-
gue fever have also been on the 
rise in the country.

“And also with the unstable 
weather that we are having current-
ly, it may also lead to higher cases 
of dengue.

“Thus, each of us needs to play 
our part in ensuring our residential 
area is clean from any potential 
breeding grounds for the Aedes 
mosquitoes. This includes regular 
checks on tanks, pails, swimming 
pools, aquariums and empty con-
tainers.”

Continuous efforts to curb 
dengue, chikungunya 
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