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HE Penang South Recla-
Tmation (PSR) project has
not been privatised, says
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.
“The land that is to be re-
claimed will still be owned by
the state government, and the
PSR project is still a state gov-
ernment project. We are still re-
sponsible to provide land to the
successful highest bidders,”
Chow said when announcing a
joint venture between Penang
Infrastructure Corporation Sdn
Bhd (PICSB), on behalf of the
state government, and SRS
Consortium to reclaim Island A
(one of the three islands of the
PSR project).

Chow said the state execu-
tive council meeting had agreed
to the joint venture proposal on
March 24.

“Following the latest an-
nouncement, a supplementary
agreement will be signed in the
next few weeks.

“The reclamation of Island
A will no longer be adopting
the project delivery partner
(PDP) model as stated in the
master agreement signed on
July 1, 2020,” Chow told a
press conference at his office
on March 25.

Chow said two JV companies
— a project developer (PD) and a
turnkey contractor (TC) — would
be set up according to the JV
model.

“The two JV companies will

conference in Komtar.

involve PICSB and SRS Con-
sortium with a 30:70 percent
share. However, the state does
not need to come up with the
funds for the reclamation of Is-
land A.

“The SRS Consortium PD will
be financing the entire equity
model and managing the loans
needed for the Island A recla-
mation project,” he said.

PICSB chief executive officer
Datuk Seri Farizan Darus said
the cost of the Phase One rec-
lamation of Island A (approxi-
mately 1,200 acres) is RM3.8
billion.

“The state government is not
coming up with a single sen.
All financing will be arranged
by the JV partner, SRS Consor-
tium,” Farizan said.

Chow said a series of meet-

Chow (third from right), together with (from left) Farizan, Ye
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ings were held between the
state government and SRS Con-
sortium to discuss the financ-
ing for the PSR, after the fed-
eral government pulled back its
guarantee (for the Bayan Lepas
LRT project).

Chow said that the execution
of work would be awarded to
the turnkey contractor (TC).

“The TC will be appointing
Gamuda Engineering to work on
the Phase One reclamation of
Island A,” he said.

Chow said the appointment
of Gamuda Engineering was to
ensure that the Phase One rec-
lamation of Island A proceeds
as planned.

“All other common infrastruc-
ture works, excluding the Phase
One reclamation of lIsland A,
will be done via open tender.

SR still a state proje
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oh, Szeto, Zairil and Dr Ooi taking a group photo after the press

“The Penang government will
be appointing an independent
consultant engineer to check
and confirm the payment rate
charged for the implementation
of the project. This is to ensure
that it is implemented transpar-
ently and efficiently,” he said.

SRS Consortium project di-
rector Szeto Wai Loong said the
entire Island A would be ESG-
compliant (Environmental, So-
cial, Governance).

“The ESG are the three key
factors that will attract inves-
tors and in turn, spur economic
activity for the state. The key
factors are essential for multi-
national corporations that want
to invest,” he said.

Szeto added that the consor-
tium was finalising the design
master plan with Danish archi-

tecture firm Bjarke Ingels Group
(BIG) — the company that was
chosen as the lead master plan
designer for the Penang South
Islands (also known as PSR).

BIG and its Malaysian asso-
ciate Hijjas Architect & Planner
won the Penang South Islands
International Masterplan De-
sign Competition in August last
year.

Szeto said an announcement
would be made in a month or
two after the design master
plan is finalised.

Also present at the press
conference were state execu-
tive council members Yeoh
Soon Hin and Zairil Khir Johari,
state Economic Planning Divi-
sion secretary M. Maheswari,
and SRS Consortium adviser
Datuk Seri Dr Ooi Eng Hock.
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HIEF Minister Chow Kon
CYeow has urged Prime Min-

ister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yas-
sin to quickly reconvene the Parlia-
ment sitting.

Chow made the call during the
recent Engagement Session which
he said had proved that if the ses-
sion between the state executive
councillors and assemblymen in
a hotel could be held successfully,
he saw no reason why Parliament
could not be reconvened.

He added State Assembly
sittings should also be allowed
nationwide even under the
Emergency.

“We do not understand why the
August House could not resume its
proceedings when night markets,
traders, cinemas, schools and oth-
er operators have been given the
green light to operate.

“The Engagement Session was
conducted smoothly and in accor-
dance with the standard operating

says CM

procedures (SOPs).

“It is proven that the State
Legislative Assembly can also
be conducted under the relevant
SOPs,” he told a press confer-
ence during a break at the En-
gagement Session.

A total of 129 questions were
received from the assemblymen
for the two-day session.

Chow also slammed four Oppo-
sition members from Parti Pribumi
Bersatu Malaysia (PPBM) for boy-
cotting the Engagement Session.

The four were Dr Afif Bahardin
(Seberang Jaya), Zolkifly Md Lazim
(Teluk Bahang), Zulkifli lbrahim
(Sungai Acheh) and Khaliq Mehtab
Mohd Ishag (Bertam), whose party
is headed by Muhyiddin.

But three other Opposition
members - state Opposition
Leader Datuk Muhamad Yusoff
Mohd Nor (Umno-Sungai Dua),
Nor Hafizah Othman (Umno—-Per-
matang Berangan) and Mohd
Yusni Mat Piah (PAS-Penaga) -
participated in the two-day ses-
sion on March 29 and 30.

“The reason the four gave

—
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The first day of the Engagement Session between the state executive councillors and assemblymen in

progress.

for boycotting the session was
because their allocation of
RM60,000 each was withdrawn
by the state government. But they
have betrayed the trust and con-
fidence of the voters who chose
them to contest under the Pakatan
Harapan (PH) coalition,” Chow ex-
plained.

“At first, we had decided that
since they are now in the Opposi-
tion, we would treat them as nor-
mal opposition members and gave
them the allocations.

“Upon further consideration, we
decided not to channel the alloca-
tions to them.

“Instead, we decided the

same amount (of allocation) be
given to them through the Adun
angkat (adopted assemblymen).
This is because the voters sup-
ported PH and made PH the
state government.

“So, the voters won't suffer any
loss. They still receive the same
amount for local development from
funds disbursed through the dis-
trict office.”

However, Chow said the three
Opposition members who took
part in the Engagement Session
still got their respective allocations
from the state government.

The four who boycotted the
session had followed their PPBM

leaders to break away from PH.
The PPBM leaders had joined with
other parties to form Perikatan Na-
sional, causing the collapse of PH
to wrest control of Putrajaya.

Chow added that the four were
getting allocations from Perikatan
Nasional (PN), which he believes
were quite a large sum to continue
developing their respective con-
stituencies.

Earlier, in his opening address,
Chow advised all elected repre-
sentatives to use the Engagement
Session platform wisely.

“Please execute your duties
without any prejudice, and do it for
the sake of the people," he said.

Penang govt allocates over RM2mil for Tamil and Punjabi schools

THE Penang government has al-
located some RM2.39 million to
aid Tamil and Punjabi schools,
as well as Tamil-based kinder-
gartens this year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow hoped that the respective
schools could carry out their
relevant activities to enhance
and develop new facilities, and
to empower the students while
making their learning process
as interesting as possible.

“We hope that the schools
can provide a conducive environ-
ment for education with the aid.

“Twenty-eight Tamil schools
are receiving a total of RM2
million, while three Pun-
jabi schools are receiving
RM90,000 in total.

“Meanwhile, 19 Tamil-based
kindergartens are receiving a
sum of RM150,000. A total of
RM150,000 is also allocated
for the Tamil school special ed-
ucation committee fund.

“The Penang government will
never compromise education,”
Chow said at the mock cheque
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Chow (front row, fifth from right), flanked by Ramasamy (sixth from right) and Jagdeep (fourth from right), in a photo with the Tamil and Punjabi
schools' representatives at the aid presentation programme.

presentation ceremony in Kom-
tar on April 13.

He thanked the Parent-Teach-
er Association members, princi-
pals and education officers for
always highlighting the impor-
tance of education.

“Keep up the good work. As
for the state government, we will
continue to assist all the schools
in the state,” Chow said.

Penang Deputy Chief Minis-

ter Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy, who
heads the Human Resources,
Education, Science and Tech-
nology Committee, encouraged
Indian parents to send their
children to Tamil-based kinder-
gartens.

“Kindergarten education is
very important. It also plays a mas-
sive role in increasing the number
of students in primary and second-
ary Tamil schools,” he said.

Ramasamy said that it was
equally important for exist-
ing Tamil schools in Penang to
study the student intake on a
yearly basis.

Separately, Chow said the
state government had recently
approved the application by a
Tamil school for some two acres
of land in Air Itam to build an-
other Tamil school.

“The land is estimated to

cost some RM30 million, and if
the particular school is interest-
ed they can always contact us.

“We can look at how we can
assist the school,” Chow add-
ed.

Also present were state
Housing, Local Government,
Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo and Bagan Dalam
assemblyman M. Satees.



I \ ML

ARA APRIL 1630, 2021

Master plan to

raise Penang
sports standard

uStory by Kevin Vimal

PORTS, just like most other
Sactivities worldwide, was

not spared when Covid-19
struck more than a year ago.

But in Penang, a state that often
leads in multiple areas, the sports
industry is not to be left out as
three key areas have been identi-
fied under the Penang Sports Mas-
ter Plan to boost the sector.

State Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee said
the master plan is very important
in shaping the future of sports in
the state and has vowed to further
boost it through athlete develop-
ment, expanding and improving
sports facilities and further promot-
ing community-based sports.

“For a particular state or country
to flourish in sports, the number of
athletes needs to increase as well.

“So, under this initiative that is
still in the planning stage we will
look into the possibility of identifying
suitable individuals to represent the
various sports in the state.

“Secondly, the Penang State
Sports Council will eye close collab-
oration with all the state assembly-
men service centres to identify fa-
cilities within their areas that would
require maintenance work for the
greater good of the residents there.

“There may be a lot of individu-
als interested in sports, but they
may not necessarily have the facil-
ity to expose their talents.

“That is why having proper
sports facilities in residential ar-
eas is important so that the people
there can enjoy as well as have
the desire to perform even better,”
Soon said during an exclusive inter-
view with Buletin Mutiara at his of-
fice in Komtar on March 19.

He added the state government
would work closely with the service
centres to identify empty spaces
in the state that could possibly be
turned into a sports facility.

“For example, we only have one
squash centre in Penang. So, if
there is an increasing need to have
more of such premises, then we
would identify areas that can be de-
veloped into a squash centre,” he
said.

As for the third aspect under the
master plan, Soon said the state
government would look to revamp

or further promote community-
based sports.

“Sports is all about unity and
communication. When we get in-
volved in sports, be it as a spec-
tator or a sportsman, we need to
stand as one.

“Many rural areas in the state
still need proper education on
sports. This field too can be as
promising as other professional
work that an individual would usu-
ally prefer to embark on.

“When we attempt to build a
sports facility in a particular area,
we must first understand the needs
of the community living there, and
the kind of sports facility they would
prefer,” he said.

Separately, Soon mentioned a
few initiatives that were undertaken
by his office that received over-
whelming response during this Co-
vid-19 pandemic, namely the Youth
Entrepreneurship Challenge 2020,
Penang Young Digital Talent, Liv-
eNOW KOL Livestreaming Training
Programme and many others.

“The pandemic in a way opened
up multiple doors of opportunities.
We have lived in this era of digi
talisation for a year now, and it has
largely become more like an insepa-
rable being within us,” he added.
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Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow (centre), Soon (right and other Penang suppdrters jubilating after Penang

scored against Perak in the Super League match at the City Stadium on April 3. Penang won 2-1.

State backs Penang FC

THE Penang government has com-
mitted RM8 miillion to support the
Penang Football Club (PFC) for their
participation in the Super League
this season.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
revealed this at the Engagement
Session between state executive
councillors and assemblymen on
March 29.

The session, which was akin to
the State Legislative Assembly, was
held over two days and ended on
March 30.

Soon said the state government
took note of the full separation of
PFC from the Football Association
of Penang (FAP).

PFC comes under the Penang
Football Club Sdn Bhd, which was
registered with the Companies
Commission of Malaysia (CCM) on
Sept 21 last year.

“It should have been operating
independently without expecting

Penang Hill upper station to
undergo RM9.3m upgrading

THE Penang Hill Corporation (PHC)
has launched its Penang Hill Upper
Station Upgrading Project (Phase
Four) to provide better comfort to
visitors.

The RM9.3 million project will
comprise expanding the waiting
halls and facilities at the station.

PHC general manager Datuk
Cheok Lay Leng said the current
upper station is 800sq m and is
able to accommodate up to 250
visitors at a time.

“The Phase Four upgrading
project will increase the space to
1,422sq m (two floors), allowing it
to accommodate up to 700 visitors
at a time.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the Phase Four project would
also better position the hill for the
future and improve visitors’ experi-
ence.

“The Penang government has
allocated RM13 million (last year)
and RM14.1 million this year for
the upgrading of infrastructure and
facilities on Penang Hill.

“PHC is committed to ensur-
ing that Penang Hill remains the
preferred destination of choice in
Malaysia,” he said in his speech
before launching the groundbreak-
ing ceremony on March 20.

He said PHC would work towards
achieving the Green Building Index
(GBI) Gold rating for this project.

“l am sure Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk Yew
Tung Seang welcomes the effort.

“The upper station was built and
opened in 1923. The station has
‘served’ the visitors for aimost 100
years.

“We look forward to celebrating
the 100th anniversary of the upper

support from the state government.

“But there was the issue of cred-
ibility with the company wishing to
take over Penang FC Sdn Bhd.

“So, the state government decid-
ed to place the Penang FC Sdn Bhd
as a subsidiary under the Chief Min-
ister Incorporated (CMI) and help
them with their operating expenses
for 2021,” Soon said.

To appreciate the services of for-
mer FAP president Datuk Dr Amar
Pritpal Abdullah, Soon said Amar
Pritpal was made the executive di-
rector of the Penang FC Sdn Bhd
effective February.

Other board members of Penang
FC Sdn Bhd are Soon (chairman),
state Financial Officer Datuk Dr Mo-
hamad Farazi Johari, state Legal Ad-
viser Datuk Norazmi Mohd Narawi,
deputy State Secretary (Develop-
ment) Datuk Azhar Arshad and CMI
deputy general manager Barathi
Suppiah.

Soon said through Amar Prit-

station when the Phase Four proj-
ect is completed.

“The developments on Penang
Hill are in line with the fundamental
guidelines stipulated in the Penang
Hill Special Area Plan (SAP) 2016
and Penang Hill Special Area Plan
(Substitution) 2020 to maintain the
aesthetic value and natural attrac-
tions of the hill,” he said.

He said the hill is a sensitive
area that must be protected.

pal’s help, they managed to sign
up 30 players, including three
goalkeepers.

He added that in line with the
aspirations and goals of the Pen-
ang2030 vision, the state govern-
ment was also planning to have a
‘Penang Sports Master Plan’ with
the aim of making Penang a sports
powerhouse.

For youths, Soon said the state
government, through the Penang
Youth Development Corporation
(PYDC), has initiated a number of
programmes to equip them with
skills and knowledge in this digi-
tal era.

“According to the statistics re-
leased by the Department of Sta-
tistics Malaysia, 26.5% of Penang’s
population are youths from 15 to
30 years old.

“If the youths are taken lightly,
the process of building quality citi-
zens will be affected and their po-
tential not realised,” he said.

“The slopes have to be moni-
tored and maintained from time to
time to ensure public safety.

“There are also a few bungalows
(on Penang Hill) belonging to the
state government that need to be
rejuvenated. All that are in progress
and will abide by the guidelines
stated in the Penang Hill Special
Area Plan (SAP) 2016 and Penang
Hill Special Area Plan (Substitution)
2020.”
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HE state government paid
Ttribute to Tech Dome Penang

(TDP) chief executive officer
Dr Khong Yoon Loong in a simple
farewell ceremony at the dome in
Komtar recently.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
commended Khong on his achieve-
ments and tireless efforts in lead-
ing TDP for the past five years.

“The state truly appreciates Dr
Khong's efforts to help Tech Dome
gain recognition locally and globally.

“Tech Dome has touched many
lives, especially students, from the
700,000 visitors to the centre.

“I's no easy feat but you've
done it. So, we want to thank Dr
Khong and the rest of the team
for the tireless efforts put in to

increase science and technology
literacy in Penang through STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) programmes.

“We wish Dr Khong good health
and great success in his future
endeavours,” Chow said in his
speech on March 18.

Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof Dr
P. Ramasamy, who is also the TDP
board chairman, thanked Khong for
his contributions.

“Dr Khong has done remarkably
well. He is very passionate about
science and he has the vision to
build interest in science and tech-
nology,” Ramasamy said.

Khong, in his farewell speech,
thanked his staff members for
their wonderful teamwork in laying
a good foundation for Tech Dome,
and the state government as well
as many local and foreign estab-

Chow presenting Khong a souvenir during the farewell party. With them are (from left) Chong
Eng, Ramasamy and Lee.

lishments for their support to the
growth and progress of Tech Dome.

“Tech Dome is not just a sci-
ence centre but it also helps to
promote racial unity through its pro-
grammes.

“For a state or country to suc-
ceed, science and technology play
avery important role. If STEM is not
given proper attention, the state
and country will eventually lose out
and be relegated,” he said, adding
that he would be spending more
time with his family, especially his
mother who is now 86 years old.

Khong will be succeeded by
Tunku Abdul Rahman University
College lecturer Khoo Boo Wooi
on May 1.

Also present at the farewell

Green Education Centre to be
completed by mid-2021

A GREEN Education Centre will
be developed on a 1.4-acre land
in Padang Cempedak, Tasek
Gelugor.

Seberang Perai City Council (MB-
SP) mayor Datuk Rozali Mohamud
said the RM300,000 green project
is scheduled to be completed in
June this year.

He said the education centre
was a collaboration between three
parties — Universiti Pendidikan Sul-
tan Idris (Upsi), Urbanest Sdn Bhd
and the city council.

“The Green Education Centre
will function as a research centre
for various green projects like com-
munity farming, upcycling and re-
cycling activities, and composting
organic waste that helps reduce
what goes to landfills and provides
a natural fertiliser to protect the en-
vironment.

“The centre will also be equipped
with several systems such as aqua-
phonics, fertigation, Internet of
Things (loT) and others.

“The project is in line with the
Penang2030 vision for a ‘Family-
Focused, Green and Smart State

[ —

(From left) Md Amin, Rozali and Karthigayan in a group
photo after the MoU signing ceremony.

that Inspires the Nation’,” Rozali
said in his speech before taking
part in the Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) signing ceremony at
the MBSP headquarters building in
Bandar Perda, Bukit Mertajam on
March 23.

Upsi was represented by its dep-
uty vicechancellor (student affairs
and alumni) Prof Datuk Dr Md Amin
Md Taff while Urbanest Sdn Bhd
was represented by its managing
director Karthigayan Gunasegaran.

Through the collaboration, Ro-
zali said MBSP, Upsi and Urbanest
would provide classes or training
workshops, research and consul-
tation, training module and many
others for the local community to
participate at the centre.

“We hope that the pro-
grammes will give a positive im-
pact to the community, especial-
ly the youths. We hope to encour-
age them to be successful urban
farmers,” he added.

ceremony were state executive
councillor Chong Eng, Pulau Tikus
assemblyman Chris Lee Chun
Kit, Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng, TDP acting CEO Ang Lye Hin,
TDP board members and heads of
several state agencies.

A man who is passionate about
science, Khong has given talks in
China, Taiwan and Australia.

Under his leadership, Tech
Dome was invited to participate in
the Belt Road Initiative Science Mu-
seums International Symposium
(BRISMIS) in Beijing, the World
Scientific Literacy Conference in
Tianjian and the People and Planet
Alliance, which is a global consor-
tium of approximately 40 science
centres led by the Natural History

Museum in London.

Besides that, among Tech
Dome’s noteworthy achievements
was the successful implementa-
tion of the ESTECC (Energy, Sci-
ence and Technology, Environment
and Climate Change) Education in
Schools programme for 145,000
students in 400 schools.

Based on its success in 2019,
the Science, Technology & Innova-
tion Ministry invited Tech Dome to
run the programme this year but
Covid-19 has put a stop to it.

During the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, Tech Dome successfully con-
ducted online programmes, such
as Science@Home and Science
Stream, for kids and the public
respectively.

My30 Mutiara pass holders
hits new heights

THE My30 Mutiara pass that was
introduced by the Penang govern-
ment this year has seen an over-
whelming response in terms of
increased users, close to hitting
the 10,000-mark throughout the
state.

Effective March 1 this year, the
pass holders are entitled to enjoy
free RapidPenang bus rides for the
rest of 2021.

State Transport and Infrastruc-
ture Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari said in March this year, there
were only 2,300 holders, but now
there are about 7,500 of them.

“This clearly proves that the
scheme is received positively by
Penangites and that they have
shown interest in using public trans-
port to move around in the state.

“The Penang government’s
decision to introduce this initia-
tive was also in line with the Pen-
ang2030 vision of a ‘Family-Fo-
cused Green and Smart State that
Inspires the Nation’,” Zairil (PH
— Tanjung Bungah) said during his
speech at the state Engagement
Session between the state execu-

tive councillors and assemblymen
on March 29.

Previosuly, Zairil had also men-
tioned that the initiative was aimed
at reducing the financial burden
of transportation for Penangjtes
amid the Covid-19 pandemic and
to encourage the use of public
transportation.

“The fight against the pandemic
is far from over, and through these
efforts, the state government will
continue to prioritise the well-be-
ing of the people as well as play
its part to reduce pollution,” he
added.

Under the initiative, Zairil re-
cently also said that the state gov-
ernment would bear a cost of RM3
million, which is equivalent to 10
months’ worth of renewal fees for
10,000 pass holders.

Those living in Penang with a
Malaysian identity card are entitled
to obtain the pass.

Firsttime pass holders only
have to pay a total of RM10, com-
prising RM5 for the card process-
ing fee and another RM5 for the
card’s purse value.
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INCE Covid-19 hit the coun-
stry slightly over a year ago,

our frontliners, especially
the medical frontliners, have been
working tirelessly to treat Covid-19
patients.

Some of them are also facing
increasingly long hours and fatigue,
besides mounting frustration.

But still, all this is not stop-
ping them from giving their best
to the people.

For Lam Wah Ee Hospital
(LWEH), it has been treating severe
acute respiratory infection (Sari)
patients since May last year.

Fong Teik Sum, who is in charge
of the LWEH Emergency Depart-
ment, said work could be over-
whelming sometimes, especially
when the number of patients com-
ing into the hospital does not seem
to be abating.

“Actually, from the beginning
when the pandemic started, we
didn't know much about this
disease.

“What we knew back then
was that it was more like SARS
(severe acute respiratory syn-
drome), something like fever,
cough and flu.

“But, as we went through the
months dealing with the pandemic,
we got to know more details about
the Covid-19 virus itself.

“And our hospital has gone
through modifications in terms of
protocol and standard operating
procedures (SOPs), so that we can
actually cater to Sari patients who
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Not all heroes

come to us.

“So basically, | would say that
we have adjusted very well to a
new way of doing things in view of
the Covid-19 situation and | am al-
ready getting used to it,” said Fong,
who has been working at LWEH for
eight years.

As for Vasugi Govindasamy, a
nurse who is in charge of the Sari
ward at LWEH, she is grateful that
her family members are very sup-
portive of her work.

“My family know that | am work-
ing in a Sari ward and they fully sup-
port me emotionally and physically.

“Before the Covid-19 pandemic,
| was in charge of medical surgi-
cal ward and then when Covid-19
started, | had to take charge of the
Sari ward.

“It’'s a new experience for me
and all of us at the Sari ward, be-
cause we know the risk and at the
same time we need to learn how
to take care of the patient without
getting ourselves infected.

“It was tough at first because
we were new to it (handling the Sari
patients) but now we are quite well
versed with what we are doing com-
pared to our early days.

“I must say that my family is
my main motivation to continue
with what | am doing,” said Vasu-
gi, who has been in the medical
field for 31 years.

For Ann Marie Spykerman, a
nurse who is in charge of LWEH
Infection Control Department, she
said the public should be more
appreciative of frontliners for their
sacrifices in batting the virus.
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(From left) Vasugi, Ann Marie and Fong giving the thumbs-up to the Covid-19 battle.

“We try our level best to curb
and control this emerging disease.

“Some of us have to stand un-
der the hot sun while wearing our
full personal protective equipment
for long hours to attend to patients.
It is not easy to do so.

“We are also human and the
sad thing is there are some people
who still take the virus lightly.

“Thus, | would like to urge the
public to follow the SOPs because
breaking the chain of infection is
not easy.

“But still, we as frontliners, have
to remain strong because that is
what we do and what we have been
prepared for since the first wave,”
she added.

LWEH consultant respiratory
physician Dr Sundira Kumar Na-
masemayam said the people must
not let the sacrifices of the frontlin-
ers be in vain.

“If everyone plays his or her
part, the number of cases will be
brought down and we can have
some breathing space.

“After all, many of us also have
to sacrifice time with our families
and loved ones to deal with the ris-
ing number of cases.

“So, please appreciate the front-
liners and do your part.

“l also would like to urge the

public to regjster for the vaccine.

“Hopefully in due course with
herd immunity in place, the spread
of the virus could be contained and
probably in years to come, we will
get back to our normal life prior to
the pandemic,” he added.

By Azmi Hussin
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Ooi (left) presenting the spectacles vouchers to one of the

recipients.

New glasses for needy students

A TOTAL of 500 underprivileged
students had a good reason to
smile when they were presented
with spectacles vouchers each un-
der the Vision Awareness Project
by Lions Club International District
308 Region One and Regjon Two.

Organising chairman Edward Ooi
said the students were selected
from 35 schools, including primary
and secondary schools in Penang.

“They just need to use the
vouchers at any participating opti-
cal shops to get their free pair of
spectacles.

“We notice that nowadays
there are many students from
poor families who have an eye-
sight problem but are unable to
get a new pair of spectacles for
themselves because of the finan-
cial constraints.

“Thus, through this project, we
are glad that we can finally help
them get new spectacles so that
they can have good eyesight once
again,” Ooi said in his speech
during the handover ceremony
at All Seasons Place shopping

mall in Bandar Baru Ayer Itam on
March 20.

Also present were state Tour-
ism and Creative Economy Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin,
who is also the Paya Terubong as-
semblyman, Air ltam assemblyman
Joseph Ng Soon Siang, Pengkalan
Kota assemblyman Daniel Gooi Zi
Sen and Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkar-
pal Singh.

Ooi also expressed his gratitude
and appreciation to Yeoh and Ng
who gave a helping hand by con-
tributing RM3,000 each from their
constituency funds to help make
the programme a success.

Meanwhile, Yeoh commended
the organisation for their noble ef-
forts and also urged more non-gov-
ernmental organisations (NGOs) to
step forward by organising such
campaigns to help those from
needy families.

At the programme, there were
also an eye screening session, a
talk on eyecare awareness and
protection and cataract screening
for the public.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

}T; 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
no. ndalam@gmoail.

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN

YB Goh Choon Aik m 81— 28% 321313?3
N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
jawi@dappg.org F) 04 - 594 3163
N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP

YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah (T)
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

N.23 AIR PUTIH

YB Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614
lim nen nan v.m

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

}T; 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA

airtam@dappg.org

YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid }T% 04 - 659 5611
32seridelima@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 5611
N.33 AIR ITAM

YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang (T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

M

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.38 BAYAN LEPAS N.01 PENAGA .
YAB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz ) T) 04 - 649 3976 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T)
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my H 04-226 0218 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976 N.02 BERTAM T) 013 - 430 6400
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL e LAl o e YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag }P) 04 - 576 7606
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul T) 04 - 575 6526 g & A
Rahman H 04 - 575 6526 YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismaill (T) 04 - 866 0214 véoﬁgfﬁgﬁ%ﬁN&hﬁZﬁNGAN
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 9131 N.05 SUNGAI DUA (M
ramasamy@penang.gov.my. H 04 -3839131 YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor
N.10 SEBERANG JAYA T) 04 - 390 5109
) L (1) 04 - 262 0860 YB Dr. Afif Bahardin (1) 84336 2109
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745 %221 lSka{‘lgAl r;‘%«CHEH M
ulkifii lorahim
N.12 PENANTI - n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com H 04 - 538 4871 N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md.. Lazim (T)
N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng m 04 - 530 3028
chong.eng@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 530 3028 PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks
N DAP PENANG HQ

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT dappg@streamyx.com T) 04 - 228 8482 N.01 PENAGA -
YB Jogdeep Singh Deo T) 04 - 226 2464 F) 04 - 228 8514 ( )
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464
N.37 BATU MAUNG -
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain T) 04 - 626 1442 LAl ()&= Bl N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com F) 04 - 626 1442 Rosli Hasan (T) 010 - 468 5990
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04 - 3310163 R N.O5 SUNGAI DUA

T) Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman T) 019 - 415 3850
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA ( P (T)
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04 - 890 3866 hajfek@gmail.com

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
& PENYELAMAT 04-398 8809
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM 04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
. FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 ( BUTTERWORTH] g
NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419 PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
WCC (Women’'s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-KANAK i
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
SOCSO 04-238 9888 04-281 1108
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

@ Make Covid-19 Immunisation Programme a Success

Sila isi butiran berikut:

MNama : R O e s i
No. Kad Pcng-nulun. ................................................................

(Bimbit)

- ¢. b Pusﬂkan seriva butiran dilsi dengan lengkap.

Y Cfﬁ

€ renanglawancovid19



SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2021
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390 Kewarganegaraan
04 -507 5390
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 4557731
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai ) . 011 - 1244 7167
. Ut Pejabat Bahagian
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923 ara K -
ewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
] . Tingkat 3, KOMTAR
4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -572 0272
David Marshel a/I 019 - 412 3397 Tengah
Pakianathan 04 - 399 6689 £ 04 - 650 5556
5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
Fahmi Zainol 018 - 232 2502 Selatan
Galaimani o/l 012 - 534 1384 .
Subramnian Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Harryzan Yaakub 019 - 456 8484 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2021 B e L T .
1
1
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 Nama Telefon I EDI TO RIAL
1
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 !
) I Editors :
Ao Kl 014-9058113 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012-248 5016 ! Christopher Tan (English)
rupanantha : Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 ] G. Revatic (Tamil)
Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013-770 1001 ]
Nasir 013 - 503 3349 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Writers :
1 M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee,
; Dr. Shahul Hameed Syed 013 - 431 9384 ] Muhamad Riadz Akmal and Kevin Vimal (English)
Muhamad Suzuki 0111-1119 4419 : . .
Ahmad Mohamed ! Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin,
) ! Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese)
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 ! J. Patmavathy (Tamil)
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 !
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114 |
Mohamed Noor 1 Photographers:
) | Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian,
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017-979 0933 Hari Krishnan a/I Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571 : Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud,
1 Alvie Cheng, Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis,
Harvindar Singh a/I Darshan 012 - 428 2250 | Chan Kok Kuan, Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi
Noor Azuawati Ahmad 018 - 965 4559 Singh ! and Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar
1
Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276 ! Graphic Designers :
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 Lee Chee How 012 - 470 3389 : Idzham Ahmad and Nur Afigah Zainudi
Mohamed Noor :
Lee Kim Noor 04 - 229 8382 ] ;
. I Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:
Ong Jing Cheng 012-758 3779 Lee Wei S 012 - 452 8305 I
016 - 445 5709 O . ] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA,
: ; Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang
Muhamad Khairul Mohd Alli 012 - 542 0520 ]
Ooi Boon Sheng 016 - 447 8320 : Telef.c.m .047650 5468 ; Fax : 04-26! 5923
Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3349 i Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
Abdullah !
OoiYong Woo 016 -421 1196 Nor Afni Md. Yusuff 019 - 547 8460
Quah Boon Lim 017 - 462 2431
Tan Bee Hong 019 - 458 8321
Rodziah Abul Khassim 019 -319 4840 Jcr’ e/
Tan Chee Teong 012 - 401 7718 Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 510 0075
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499 www. buletinmutiara.com
Tan Choo Eng 019 - 448 4344 Tan Hooi Pen 012 - 498 6212 . "
04" 325 2679 9 buletinmutiara | ChowKonYeow
Tan Seng Keat 012-438 6191 h k
) =) ChowKonyeow
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749 Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453
konyeow
Theng Jie Wey 016 -4187108 @chow y
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121




Campaign for‘ SV
dlgltallsatlon

uStory by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

IGITALISATION has long
Dbeen the talk of the town

since the Covid-19 pandem-
ic made its mark a year ago, and
the Penang government as usual
took another step closer towards
it by launching the “Penang SME
Go Digital” campaign to assist all
the small and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs) in the state.

This is a collaborative effort be-
tween the state government and
Digital Penang.

Digital Penang chief executive
officer Tony Yeoh Choon Hock,
who launched the ceremony on

behalf of state Entrepreneurial
Development, Trade and Industry
Committee chairman Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain, said the campaign
would play a vital role in equipping
and educating fellow SME entre-
preneurs on a deeper level about
digjtalisation.

“Despite all the proven ben-
efits, the journey to go digital can
be difficult and scary for many
SMEs, leading to slower adoption
of technology.

“For any SME that is interested
to begin their digital journey, the
biggest question may be ‘where to
start'?

“That is when this campaign
comes into the picture as it would

dum

' wigia

enang

Es

tamd rlve:a;

Yeoh (centre) posing with SME representatives and the strategic partners after the launch

of the campaign.

offer a variety of products and ser-
vices to journey with SMEs from
learning to equipping and finally
gaining experience.

“At each stage of the jour-
ney, the campaign has narrowed
down the choices so that SMEs
can easily choose a package that
best suits them and quickly start

Soon (centre) promoting the Youth Assembly that will be organised by PYDC. With him are (from
left) Fahmi, Ng, Gwee, Syerleena, Kumaresan and Lee.

PYDC giving youth a platform to speak their mind

HAVE you ever dreamed of be-
coming a chief minister or an as-
semblyman?

If yes and if you are young, be-
tween the ages of 18 and 35, the
state Youth Assembly will be an ide-
al platform for you to be heard and
exposed to politics.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
called upon Penang youths to join
the annual Youth Assembly that
will be organised by the Penang
Youth Development Corporation
(PYDC) this year.

“Who knows that from the Youth
Assembly there may arise a chief
minister or an assemblyman?

“Assemblymen like A. Kumare-
san (Batu Uban), Daniel Gooi (Peng-
kalan Kota) and Chris Lee (Pulau Ti-
kus) once took part in the Youth As-
sembly before they became elected
representatives,” said Soon during
the launch of the Youth Assembly
2021 in Komtar on March 22.

He added that PYDC, which has

held the Youth Assembly since
2015, has modified the modules
after getting input from a commit-
tee which was set up to improve its
implementation.

“We want the youths to air their
views. We want to listen to them,
whether they are suggestions or
criticisms.

“We want to develop more quality
politicians and this platform (Youth
Assembly) can help them grow and
know their rights and laws, as well
as sharpen their debating skills.

“The state government,
through PYDC, is committed to
producing young leaders of cali-
bre and for them to act as a check
and balance.”

Seri Delima assemblyman Sy-
erleena Abdul Rashid and Kumare-
san, who were both present, gave
their support to the programme.

Syerleena said the Youth Assem-
bly is one good initiative by the state
government and hoped it would
draw good response.

Kumaresan said youths should
take the opportunity to be trained
and show off their oratory skills and
debate relevant issues.

Also present were PYDC direc-
tors Lee Wei Seang and Fahmi Zain-
ol, PYDC general manager Dr Gwee
Sai Ling and PYDC deputy general
manager Ng Hooi Ting,

Gwee said PYDC would run
five workshops before select-
ing 40 participants who excel
in the workshops for the Youth
Assembly.

A participant is allowed to take
part in only one of the five work-
shops, with each workshop catering
to a maximum of 35 participants.
Hence, PYDC is expecting a total of
175 participants this year.

“This year’s Youth Assembly will
follow the actual State Legislative
Assembly session with oral ques-
tions, debate sessions, winding-up
sessions and will be chaired by
State Speaker Datuk Law Choo Ki-
ang,” Gwee said.

selling online,” he said during the
launching ceremony at Wisma
Yeap Chor Ee in George Town on
March 22.

The campaign, which officially
started in April, lasted for a month,
and according to Yeoh, a total of
1,000 SMEs were targeted to par-
ticipate in this initiative.

Some of the exciting elements
lined up under this campaign in-
clude micro-SMEs go-online class,
digital marketing course, onboard-
ing service, businessto-business
(B2B) marketplace, businessto-
consumer (B2C), etrade fair and
many others.

“I want to encourage all SMEs
to join this initiative. In every com-
ponent of this campaign, Penang
SMESs can expect to enjoy attractive
offerings by our strategic partners
such as cash vouchers, discounts
and others.

“A special thanks to all our stra-
tegic partners, namely Facebook,
Digi Telecommunications, Small
and Medium Enterprises Associa-
tion Malaysia (Samenta), Averest,
Maxis, Sitegiant Sdn Bhd and
E3Hubs,” Yeoh added.

For more information about the
campaign, visit https://SMEGoDig-
ital.digitalpenang.my
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Call to register for |mmumsat|on
programme

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Adleena Rahayu Ahmad
Radzi & courtesy of YB Lim
Siew Khim's office

ACCINATION is neces-
VSary not to only protect

oneself from contracting
the Covid-19 virus but to keep
the disease from spreading to
others, says Sungai Pinang as-
semblyman Lim Siew Khim.

Lim, who had safely received her
second dose of the vaccine at Klinik
Kesihatan Jalan Perak on March
22, urged the public to register for
the National Covid- 19 Immunisa-
tion Programme.

"According to the Health Minis-
try, at least 80% of the population
needs to be vaccinated for us to
stop the pandemic.

"So, let us all play our part in
the fight against the pandemic by
registering for the vaccination pro-
gramme.

"You are not doing this for your-

self only, but for your family mem-
bers, friends, neighbours and other
members of your community," said
Lim.

"Those who have received their
vaccines please bear in mind that
you still need to follow the standard
operating procedures (SOPs).

"Above all, maintain a healthy
lifestyle to keep yourself fit at all
times," added Lim.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, together with Deputy
Chief Minister | Datuk Ahmad Zaki-
yuddin Abdul Rahman, Deputy Chief
Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy,
Penang State Secretary Datuk
Abdul Razak Jaafar, state Health
Department director Datuk Dr As-
mayani Khalib and Penang police
chief Comm Datuk Sahabudin Abd
Manan also received the second
dose of the Covid-19 vaccine at the
Penang Hospital on March 22.

Chow said he felt good after re-
ceiving the vaccine and hoped that
there would be no side effects.

Saya sudah
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Chow together with (from left) Sahabudin, Ahmad Zakiyuddin, Asmayani and Ramasamy showing
placards that they have received the second dose of the Covid-19 vaccine.

He showed his digital certificate
on the MySejahtera app after com-
pleting the Covid-19 vaccination.

Phase one of the immunisation
programme (February - April 2021)
involves the frontliners from public
and private healthcare services as
well those from essential services
such as security and defence per-
sonnel.

Phase two (April-August 2021)
targets the remainder of healthcare
workers as well as the defence and
security personnel, senior citizens

(those aged 60 and above), high-
risk groups with chronic diseases
such as heart disease, obesity, dia-
betes and high blood pressure and
people with disabilities (OKU).

The third phase (May 2021 -

February 2022 is meant for the
adult population aged 18 years and
above (citizens & non-citizens) with
priority given to those in red zones,
followed by yellow zones and green
zones.

Ensuring Backyard Gardenlng sucoeeds

THE Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) gave away vegetable seed-
lings to its “Orange Heroes” (Wira
Oren) recently to ensure that the
“Backyard Gardening” or “Balcony
Gardening” initiative introduced to
them during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic will be a success.

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali
Mahmud said a total of 20 Or-
ange Heroes were selected to
participate in the vegetable plant-
ing programme in their respective
home yards.

Orange Heroes is a term used
for MBSP’s 3-D workers who deal
in dirty, dangerous and difficult jobs
for the community.

Each participant was given three
okra plants, one eggplant seedling,
20 grammes of spinach seeds and
200 grammes of compost.

“After a month, participants
are required to send pictures of
their vegetable cultivation to MB-
SP. Participants who are success-
ful in planting vegetables after a
month will be given 2kg of com-
post,” Rozali said in his speech
on March 19 when he officiated
the presentation of vegetable
seedlings ceremony to Orange
Heroes at MBSP lobby in Bandar
Perda, Bukit Mertajam.

“It is hoped that the Orange He-
roes can set an example and pro-

Some of the Orange Heroes showing off the vegetable
seedlings they received.

vide guidance to their neighbours
in promoting the vegetable planting
campaign in their respective yards.

“The skills acquired can also
help the community improve urban
agriculture or community gardens.
In addition, in promoting the cir-
cular economy, it is expected that
each participant practises kitchen
waste composting and becomes a
zero waste leader.”

Also present at the ceremony
were MBSP secretary Rosnani
Mahmod, MBSP councillors Rachel
Teh, Muhamad Suzuki Ahmad, Anu-
ar Yusuff and Tan Choo Eng.

In Rozali’'s own house, there are
300 vertical backyard gardening
pots while on the 15th floor balcony
of the MBSP Tower, there are 150
vertical gardening pots as well.

The community garden centre is

currently open to MBSP staff, es-
pecially “Orange Heroes”, to regis-
ter and participate in workshops or
training.

Last month, MBSP sent seven
Orange Heroes to take part in the
Nutrient Film Technique (NFT) and
Deep Flow Technique (DFT) Phase
1 hydroponic basic infrastructure
design technology workshops.

“My hope is that if all resi-
dents can create urban farming,
backyard farming or balcony gar-
dening and make their own com-
post, 40% of the waste equiva-
lent to 246,000 tonnes can be
removed from landfills.

“In turn, this will reduce tip-
ping fees by RM5.7 million, re-
duce carbon footprint production
by 307.5 kilo tonnes of carbon
dioxide."
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CHIEF MINISTER OF PENANG
INCORPORATED

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

The offer is made to local and international bidders to
participate in the RFP as follows:

TITLE

OPENING DATE: 1st April 2021 (THURSDAY)
CLOSING DATE: 31st May 2021 (MONDAY)

1. The RFP can be downloaded from the Penang
State Government portal at http://www.penang.gov.my

from st April 2021.

2. Completed proposal should be sealed in an envelope
clearly marked at the top righthand corner of the parcel
as “Development And Management Of Penang
Badminton Academy Complex At PT217 And
Commercial Building At PT214, Section 8, North East

Bidders are requested to submit the

proposal before 12.00 noon on 31st May 2021 to:

The Secretariat,
Chief Minister of Penang Incorporated,
Level 47, KOMTAR, 10503 Penang

District, Penang”.

3. Any enquiries please contact CMI Office at 04-650 5572 /
04-650 5421 or email to mazirah_mohideen@penang.gov.my

4. Proposals submitted after the closing date will not be

entertained.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT DAN MANAGEMENT OF
PENANG BADMINTON ACADEMY COMPLEX
AT PT217 AND COMMERCIAL BUILDING AT
PT214, SECTION 8, NORTH EAST
DISTRICT, PENANG

<




MBPP’s cashless

transactions

becoming poptilai

uStory by Tanushalini
Moroter
=Pix by Wong Sook Shyan

HE cashless transaction
Tinitiative, which is among

Penang Island City Council's
(MBPP) smart initiatives, is getting
good response from the public.

According to MBPP council-
lor Wong Yuee Harng, out of the
637,369 transactions recorded
last year, 343,812 were cashless.

"This means MBPP has record-
ed 53.64% of cashless transac-
tions in 2020 which shows that
people have started to embrace
the changes positively.

"The switch from the conven-
tional way to the digital platform is
necessary and it is certainly need-
ed especially during the Covid-19
pandemic.

"We are able to minimise the
need for physical contact between
customers and MBPP officers,"
said Wong during an interview with
Buletin Mutiara recently.

Wong said MBPP is still provid-
ing its services over the counters,
catering specifically to the needs
of senior citizens, the disabled
and those who do not own a smart
phone.

"MBPP Kiosk that receives pay-
ment via cash and cheque is still
available at Komtar but recently, we
have also installed kiosks that run
on a fully cashless system.

Earlier on March 8, state Lo
cal Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo had
launched the cashless kiosks at
Komtar.

"The smart kiosks allow cus-
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Wong guiding one of the customers to conduct a cashless transaction using the MBPP Smart Kiosk.

tomers to use bank cards (credit/
debit) and e-wallet to make their
payment.

"MBPP Smart Kiosk is also
available at the MBPP’s One Stop
Center in Esplanade and the SPICE
Convention Centre," Wong added.

Apart from that, Wong stated
that throughout January this year,
a total of 86,995 (82.35%) of cash-
less transactions were recorded.

"Meanwhile, for  February,
80,693 transactions involving

First phase of Gurney Wharf to be ready by mid-2022

THE Penang government aims to
complete the first phase of the
RM176 million Gurney Wharf
project by the first half of 2022.

State Housing, Local Govern-
ment, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo said he would
like to see the project complet-
ed in the first half of next year
before opening it to the public.

“The first phase of the public
park is scheduled to be ready in
a year’s time while the open ten-
der is expected to be called by
the second half of this year.

“The reclamation work for
the public park project involves
a land of 131 acres with an es-
timated 50 acres allocated for
the Gurney Wharf project.

“To be frank, | am absolutely
happy to stand here today as we
are now at the ‘advanced stage’
of the project.

“On feedback from Penang-
ites during a public survey that
was carried out previously, 96%
of the people are in favour of
Gurney Wharf’s establishment.

“Hence, this is a project that
will be delivered to Penangites
in the shortest period of time,”
he told reporters after conduct-
ing a site visit to Gurney Wharf.

Jagdeep giving an update to reporters on the Gurney Wharf progress
during a press conference at the site.

The Gurney Wharf project is
a seafront public park that is
located on part of the 131.09
acres of reclaimed land off Gur-
ney Drive.

Out of the 131 acres of land,
about 50 acres are meant for
public amenities.

The first phase of the park
project includes landscaping of
the public park, a promenade,
skate park, playing area, kiosks,
public toilets, viewing decks,
drainage systems, wetlands,
footpaths, open car park and fa-

cilities for the disabled.

Jagdeep added that water
taxi services from Gurney Wharf
were also in the planning stage.

Reclamation works started
in 2016 and were completed
in September 2019 by Tanjung
Pinang Development Sdn. Bhd.
(TPD).

The state had appointed Pen-
ang Chief Minister Incorporated
(CMI) as the lead agency to im-
plement the project.

Also present was CMI deputy
general manager S. Bharati.

cashless payment and 25,367 of

cash transaction were recorded.

"The council will keep upgrading

the cashless transaction system
so as to propel the state to be-
come a smart city," said Wong.

Tan briefing the media on the proposed one-way traffic system at Taman
Gottlieb.

One-way traffic at Taman
Gottlieb during rush hour

THE traffic flow at part of the Ta-
man Gottlieb neighbourhood has
been diverted from a twoway to a
one-way system for specific hours.

Penang Island City Council (MB-
PP) councillor Connie Tan said the
traffic system was diverted to alle-
viate traffic congestion that would
occur during peak hours.

"After looking into the complaint
made by the Penang Chinese Girls
Primary school, the council decided
to implement a one-way traffic flow
for certain hours.

"The traffic diversion is enforced
only during school days, from
6.30am to 8am, 12pm to 2pm and
6pm to 7.30pm.

"It was implemented on March
10 after getting the consent from
the residents," said Tan during a
press conference on March 19.

Tan added that the oneway
traffic system would be on a three
month trial basis.

Meanwhile, the school's Parent-

Teacher Association (PIBG) chair-
man Jocelyn Ho said the school
would be introducing, a “drive-thru”
system soon for parents to pick-up
their children after school.

"We will be using the radio fre-
quency identification (RFID) technol-
ogy to detect their parent’s vehicle.

"Once the parent's vehicle en-
ters the school area, the respective
student's name will appear on the
LED screens installed at our wait-
ing bay.

"The students will be then as-
sisted by our volunteers from PTA
to get into their respective vehicles.

"This will prevent students from
over crowding the waiting bay and
at the same time will contribute to
a smooth traffic flow," said Ho.

Its vicechairman Lim Kheng
Wee said PIBG volunteers have
their own working shifts to assist
the students.

Also present was Pulau Tikus
assemblyman Chris Lee.
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