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uStory by Edmund Lee

ESPITE the on-
oing Covid-19
pandemic and

lockdowns, Pen-
ang’s employment
outlook remains re-
silient.

This was revealed
by Deputy Chief Min-
ister Il Dr P. Ramasa-
my (pix), who is also
the state Economic
Planning, Education
and Human Resourc-
es, Technology and Innovation Commit-
tee chairman, during an interview with
Buletin Mutiara recently.

Ramasamy (pix) said a total of
11,996 workers had managed to regain
employment through the Hiring Incen-
tive Programme 1.0 under the Social
Security Organisation (Socso) last year.

The trend has been on the upward
scale since January.

“This year alone till June 25, a total
of 8,895 people have been successfully
absorbed through the Hiring Incentive
Programme 2.0 into related sectors.

“This shows that employment in the
state is doing well amid the pandemic.

“It's mostly due to the fact that many
multinational companies are allowed to
operate with strict standard operating
procedures (SOPs).

“The highest intake was in June which
recorded 4,192 people compared to
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May (2,121), April (1,010), March (905),
February (425) and January (242). This
shows that the trend is increasing while
the labour sector is expected to have a
positive outlook.

“In addition, the economic sector, es-
pecially multinational companies which
are still given green light to operate with
strict SOPs are absorbing those who
have been retrenched,” he said.

Ramasamy, however, is worried about
the fate of the self-employed and those
who do not have any permanent jobs.

“That’s why the Penang government
had come out with the stimulus pack-
ages to assist those affected people,”
he added.

Based on the latest Sosco data, Ra-
masamy pointed out that the total num-
ber of workers who lost their jobs last

year was 10,465 while it was 2,101
people up to June 25 this year.

“Most of the workers lost their jobs
in the manufacturing sector (624) but
many of them were able to secure new
employment from the same sector as
well,” he said, adding that the state’s
unemployment rate was below the 3.2%
of national unemployment rate recorded
on Dec 31 last year.




The view of Batu Kawan Industrial Park from the sky and the infrastructure networ that PDC haé built to enhance the

connectivity of Bandar Cassia.

uStory by Riadz Akmal
®Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

ANDAR Cassia in Batu
BKawan is set to be the

crowd focal location once
Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC) transforms it into a
fully developed township in the
next 15 years.

PDC chief executive officer
Datuk Mohd Bazid Abd Kahar
said Bandar Cassia is the third
township that is currently being
planned and developed rapidly
by the corporation.

“The first and second towns
developed by PDC are Bandar
Bayan Baru and Bandar Se-
berang Jaya since 1975 and
1976 respectively.

“We acquired Bandar Cassia
in 1990 and we are still devel-
oping it until now.

“With the size of 6,000
acres, we have a masterplan
to transform it into a complete
township.

“By a complete township, we
want the people who live there
to have access to everything
from education, job opportunity,
infrastructure, medical, leisure
place, eco-tourism, industrial
area, sports facility, housing to
public spaces and many others.

“After all, we want to position
Bandar Cassia as a highly-de-
veloped town area with sustain-
able economic development
and high quality of life.

“And we will do our best to
complete the Bandar Cassia
development plan,” said Mohd
Bazid in an exclusive interview
with Buletin Mutiara recently.

According to Mohd Bazid,
PDC wants to develop Bandar
Cassia into an eco city and also

to turn it into a medical hub and
digital technology hub.

“Every development in Ban-
dar Cassia has been planned
carefully by PDC for future
needs.

“As an example, we are now
working to ensure that every
road in Bandar Cassia is con-
structed wide and spacious so
that there will be no need for
road widening projects in the
future,” he added.

Mohd Bazid said from 6,000
acres of land in Bandar Cassia,
there are about 3,000 acres
that are still available.

“So, once the Covid-19 situ-
ation is under control in our
country, we plan to engage ac-
tively with more potential inves-
tors (foreign companies) to spur
their interest to set up busi-
nesses in Bandar Cassia to fill
up the available land,” he said.

Mohd Bazid added that de-
spite the Covid-19 pandemic,
the development plan for Ban-
dar Cassia has not been ne-
glected.

“PDC also is taking advan-
tage of this pandemic period
to reassess the budget for the
entire development plan and
at the same time adjusting the
pace of the development plan,”
he added.

He said PDC also wants to
build more housing units (mixed
housing development project)
to cater for the increased popu-
lation in the future.

“So, for those who are look-
ing to buy a property, | would
like to encourage them to
choose Bandar Cassia for its
strategic location and plenty of
public amenities. It will the best
place to gather for work, eat,
drink, and invest,” he added.

Penang invited
to World Cities
Summit 2022

PENANG has been invited to
take part in the hybrid World
Cities Summit 2022 at Marina
Bay Sands in Singapore.

The event is scheduled to be
held from April 17 to April 21.

The invitation was extended
to Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow by Singapore National De-
velopment Minister Desmond
Lee during a virtual bilateral
meeting on July 12.

Lee, in thanking Chow for
Penang’s participation in this
year's World Cities Summit
2021 hosted by Singapore last
month, also invited Penang
to take part in the follow-on
series of high-level webinars
from last month to November
this year.

The coming webinars are on
Sept 2 (Making Sense: Lever-
aging the Science of Cities),
Sept 23 (Planning for a Rainy
Day: Climate-Ready Cities),
Oct 21 (Hope You are Well:
Building Healthy and Happy
Cities) and Nov 18 (Rethinking
Global Cities in New Era).

Chow thanked Lee for the in-
vitation, saying that the issues
are very relevant to sustain-
able and smart cities.

“We will like to take part
in the series of webinars and
learn lessons from our col-
leagues throughout the world
who have similar experiences
and much to share. Congrat-
ulations for the successful
World Cities Summit (2021)
and we look forward to fu-
ture summits in the years to
come,” Chow said.

Both Chow and Lee also
exchanged notes on climate
change, Covid-19 pandemic
challenges and immunisation
programmes.

Penang on track to hit vaccination target

PENANG has reached a suf-
ficient vaccination centre
(PPV) capacity in its drive
to achieve herd immunity
by the end of October, says
Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

He however said the state
government needs to plan
the optimal use of supplied
vaccines to meet the needs
of various targeted groups.

"I urge everyone to unite
all efforts to move to recov-
ery soonest," he said.

Chow had earlier visited
the PPV at the Georgetown
Specialist Hospital in Jalan
Masjid Negeri.

During the visit, Chow was
briefed by the hospital's au-
thorities on the vaccination
progress.

The centre had begun op-
erating recently and aims to
administer 50 doses daily.

It is open from Monday to
Friday.

Also present during the
visit were state Tourism and

Creative Economy Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin, State Secretary Datuk
Abdul Razak Jaafar, hospi-
tal's founder and chairman
Datuk Dr Liong Meng Loong
and consultant physician
and nephrologist Dr Christo-
pher Lee.

Chow, accompanied by
Yeoh (back row, right)
and others, at the PPV
in Georgetown Specialist
Hospital.




Leading by example
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ENANG Governor Tun
PAhmad Fuzi Abdul Razak

led by example when he
joined the Penang executive
council (exco) members by do-
nating his July salary and allow-
ance towards the Penang Co-
vid-19 Fund.

“I hope this token contribu-
tion would be helpful in sup-
porting the state government’s
efforts in alleviating the hard-
ship faced by the rakyat in Pen-
ang during this trying period,”
Ahmad Fuzi said on his official
Facebook page on July 21.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow and all his state exco
members have donated their
June salary to the Penang
Covid-19 Fund as a sign of
solidarity to combat the pan-
demic in Penang.

It was the second time that
Chow and his state exco mem-
bers had made the contribution.
The first was last year.

On a separate matter, Ah-
mad Fuzi has consented to
bestowing the state awards,
medals, and honours to
1,036 recipients this year,
in conjunction with his 72nd
birthday celebration.

The list is led by Toh Puan
Datin Seri Khadijah Mohd Nor,
who is the consort of the Pen-
ang Governor.

She is conferred the Dar-
jah Utama Pangkuan Negeri

T

Tun Ahmad Fu2| Abdul Razak.

(DUPN), which comes with the
title Dato’ Seri Utama.

Two individuals have been
awarded the Darjah Panglima
Pangkuan Negeri (DPPN), which
comes with the title Dato’ Seri.

They are Media Prima Berhad
Group chairman Datuk Dr Syed
Hussian Syed Junid and former
Maybank chairman Datuk Mo-
haiyani Shamsudin.

Penang Legislative Assembly
Speaker Datuk Law Choo Kiang
said the Governor has agreed
to confer 148 state awards,

e

Khadijah.

comprising DUPN, DPPN, Dar-
jah Gemilang Pangkuan Neg-
eri (DGPN), Darjah Yang Mulia
Pangkuan Negeri (DMPN) and
Darjah Setia Pangkuan Negeri
(DSPN) this year.

On July 21, Law told a media
conference that the list of the
state award recipients, which
carries the respective titles of
Dato’ Seri Utama, Dato’ Seri
and Dato’, would be gazetted
on July 22.

Law said the recipients could
use their respective titles after
the list is gazetted.

Among the notable recipi-
ents are Penang State Secre-
tary Dato’ Abdul Razak Jaafar
(DGPN), former Penang police
chief Comm Dato’ Sahabudin
Abd Manan (DGPN), Roman
Catholic Bishop of Penang
Right Reverend Dato’ Se-
bastian Francis (DGPN), Ma-
laysian Gymnastics Federa-
tion president Dato’ Tan Gin
Soon (DGPN), Road Transport
Department (JPJ) director-
general Dato’ Zailani Hashim
(DMPN), One Hope Charity &
Welfare chairman Chua Sui
Hau, Penang Hospital’s Cov-
id-19 management team chief
Dr Chow Ting Soo, Buddhist
Tzu Chi Merits Society Malay-
sia commissioner Khoo Boo
Leong (DSPN) and Balik Pulau
MP Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan
Chik (DSPN).

He added that the names of
the remaining 888 state medals
and honour recipients for the
Darjah Johan Negeri (DJN), Bin-

Dr Chow.

tang Cemerlang Negeri (BCN),
Pingat Kelakuan Terpuji (PKT),
Pingat Jasa Kebaktian (PJK),
Pingat Jasa Masyarakat (PJM)
and Pingat Bakti Setia (PBS)

would be published in the Pen-

ang ePingat website after the
list is gazetted.

Sebastlan Francis.

Meanwhile, Abdul Razak
said the investiture ceremony
to present the awards had
been postponed to a date
which would be announced
later, in line with the current
Covid-19 situation and the Na-
tional Recovery Plan.

Penang Forward Sports Club comes to aid of needy

THE Penang Forward Sports
Club (PFSC) has come up with
its own charity project to help
-the underprivileged and those
who are badly affected by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

PFSC chairman Lim Choo
Hooi said through the char-
ity project known as “Forward
Care”, the sports association
would distribute a total of 500
food baskets to the needy.

“Each food basket consists
of rice, instant oats, noodles,
face masks, canned food,
toothpaste, toothbrush, coffee,
biscuits, eggs and many others.

“They just need to apply
through a link on our Penang
Forward Sports Club Face-
book page at https://m.
facebook.com/pages/cat-

egory/Amateur-Sports-Team/
Penang-Forward-Sports-
Club-202418829790100/

“Once they fill up the form,
we will distribute the food bas-
kets to them as soon as pos-
sible.

“Hopefully with such an initia-
tive, we can help to reduce the
burden of those who are affect-
ed during these trying times,”
Lim said in his speech before
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
launched the charity project
at the office of Chinese daily,
Kwong Wah Yit Poh, in Lebuh
Presgrave on July 10.

According to Lim, PFSC would
also provide other forms of as-
sistance such as medical sup-
port and financial assistance
through the “Forward Care” ini-

tiative in the future.

Meanwhile, Chow commend-
ed PFSC for coming out with
such an initiative to help the
people affected by the pandem-
ic in the state.

“It has been a difficult year
for everyone since last year.
Nevertheless, we still see many
associations, non-governmental
organisations (NGOs), corpo-
rate companies and individuals
coming forward to assist the
Penang government in helping
the community.

“I think this is the most
challenging period that we
have ever faced. The Covid-19
pandemic affects almost ev-
eryone from individuals, fami-
lies, business enterprises, to
even the governments.

Business operators
keep fingers crossed

DESPITE entering Phase Two of
the National Recovery Plan on
July 7, several business opera-
tors in Penang have remained
concerned over the relatively
high number of daily new Co-
vid-19 cases in the state.

Yeap, a hairstylist who works
in a hair salon in 1st Avenue
Mall, said business started off
rather slowly on the first day but
pointed out that what worried
her more was the rise in daily
new Covid-19 cases.

“The situation now is clearly
unstable. Although Penang is
better off compared to several
other states that have seen
even higher daily cases, this will
clearly cast doubts on the coun-
try’s ability to contain further
spread of the infections.

“Although we are open, busi-
ness has not been the same
and this is because many feel it
is unnecessary to go out to get
a haircut.

“Clearly, people are worried
because the situation has not
improved in many aspects. We
never know when we will return
to Phase One, but the deci
sion by the government to al-
low businesses to operate is a
good one.

“Something is better than
nothing, but we have got to stay
safe and be cautious, especial-
ly for our customers,” Yeap told
Buletin Mutiara during an exclu-
sive interview.

Meanwhile for HK Photo-
stat Trading owner Teoh Hooi
Hoon, 44, a more systematic
and innovative approach is
what business operators re-
quire now to survive during
this challenging period.

“This is our rice bowl. Closing
and opening any shop to fit the
restrictions is equivalent to us
losing a job and trying to find a
new one.

“l strongly believe the au-
thorities need to draw up a
more effective plan to ensure
affected businesses don’t sink
any deeper.

“My business has dropped
tremendously ever since the re-
strictions were imposed. Thank
you to the authorities for allow-
ing us to reopen.

“As | said, it is hoped more
collective efforts can be taken
to sustain our lives and liveli-
hoods,” said Teoh during the
interview.

Ahmad Izat Arif llyas, 25,
who works in an electronics
store called ADM Technologjes,
said he feels sorry for tech-sav-
vy individuals who have so often
got their hands tied up and not
being able to “feel” the devices
before purchasing it during this
Covid-19 period.

“Yes, we have been on the
losing side too, but due to on-
line platforms, we were still
able to generate some income.

“Hopefully with Phase Two
now, customers will continue
to stay vigilant so that we don’t
return to Phase one due to our
own negligence,” he said.

Penang entry’s into Phase
Two was a success after fulfill-
ing three key thresholds set by
the federal government, which
included a dip in the average
number of daily cases, moder-
ate use of beds at intensive
care units (ICUs) and vaccinat-
ing at least 10% of its adult
population with two doses.
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HE draft 2030 Se-
Tberang Perai Local Plan

(DRTSP2030) man-
aged to gather feedback
from 2,559 residents on the
mainland through the public
participation.

Seberang Perai City Coun-
cil (MBSP) mayor Datuk Ro-
zali Mohamud (pix) said the
public participation was
held for three months start-
ing from April 12 until July 9
this year.

“The public was given the
opportunity to make sugges-
tions and submit their objec-
tions online in view of the
Covid-19 situation.

“After all, the purpose of
publicity and public partici-
pation is to encourage the

community to be equally in-
volved in planning the future
development of their area
through DRTSP2030.

“And | am glad that MBSP

has received positive and
encouraging feedback from
various quarters in Seberang
Perai for the draft local plan.

p
M

for
BSP

“They should know that
their views are very impor-
tant to draft out a compre-
hensive plan in Seberang
Perai until 2030.

“Thus, | would like to
thank them for all the valu-
able feedback,” Rozali told
reporters via online at the
MBSP headquarters building
in Bandar Perda, Bukit Mer-
tajam on July 9.

The proposed blueprint
contains a development
planning strategy in Se-
berang Perai until 2030.

It includes three main
cores, namely competitive,
inclusive, and greenery and
is also supported by 18
strategies and 52 proposals.

Also present was state
Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo.

Playing their part in
Covid-19 fight

COMPANIES from the pri-
vate sector are continuing to
provide help to the commu-
nity during this challenging
pandemic period.

Among the latest ones is
Techcomax Sdn Bhd, a com-
pany which has been in the
food industry for about 25
years.

Techcomax has contribut-
ed a total of 7,100 bottles
of handwash and hand sa-
nitisers.

Its managing director, Ooi
Eng Teik, said the effort
was part of the company’s
corporate social respon-
sibility (CSR) initiatives to
help the community and the
government.

“We have to play our part
in this war against Covid-19,”
he said before handing over
the products to the Penang
government at Komtar on
July 2.

The company donated
5,600 bottles of handwash
(500ml); 1,000 bottles of
hand sanitiser (500ml/lig-
uid) and 500 bottles of hand
sanitiser (500ml/gel).

Meanwhile, face mask
manufacturer Firstmed (Ma-
laysia) Sdn Bhd donated 200
boxes of face masks.

The company was repre-
sented by its managing direc-
tor Tan Chuan Eng and mar-
keting manager Jimmy Lim.

Lim said the company had
taken part in various CSR
programmes, including pro-
viding aid to old folk’s homes
and children’s homes.

Chow thanked the compa-
nies for their assistance.

“The state will distribute
the aid to the various service
centres, or whenever any
organisation or non-govern-
mental organisation applies
to the state government for

Penang mulls move to
set up mental health
advisory council

D’HOME Mental Health As-
sociation has proposed to the
Penang government to set up
a state mental health adviso-
ry council to help the people
identify, address, and over-
come mental health issues.

Association chairman Da-
tuk Seri Dr Leslie Lee said
Penang could be the first
state in the country to es-
tablish a state-level mental
health advisory council.

“Perhaps it is timely for
the state to consider having
a state mental health advi-
sory council for the benefit
of Penangites. It will be able
to help Penangites look into
their mental health needs,”
he said in his opening speech
during the Family Link Educa-
tion Programme (FLEP), held
virtually on July 10.

Lee said the association
was willing to come up with
a working paper on the pro-
posal.

Lee and his wife also com-
mitted RM100,000 to kick
start the project.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who attended the vir-
tual programme with his wife
Tan Lean Kee, welcomed the
idea of having a state mental
health advisory council.

“I will bring the matter up
during the Penang executive
council meeting for its consid-
eration,” he said.

Chow said the issues of
mental health must be given
serious attention.

“According to the Royal
Malaysia Police, a total of
631 suicide cases (nation-
wide) were reported last year
(2020) compared to 609 cas-
es in 2019. A total of 336 sui-
cide cases (nationwide) have
been reported as of March
this year,” he said, adding
that the public awareness
on the importance of mental
health was still at an unsatis-
factory level.

Chow said the state be-
lieved that mental health is-
sues could be appropriately
addressed through the right
knowledge and exposure.

Ooi hands over the items to Chow during a simple symbolic handover ceremony. W|th them are Tan
(left) and Lim (right).

assistance.

“We will hand it over to
them for community use.

“These efforts are some-
thing we have seen since
March last year where the
private sector responded to
the needs of the communi-
ty,” he said.

Chow said it is a long bat-
tle against Covid-19.

“It is not over. It takes
the whole-of-government
and the whole-of-society
approach to win this war
against the pandemic.

“We urge Penangites who
have not registered for the

Covid-19 vaccination to
please register for the pro-
gramme through the MySe-
jahtera.

“We hope to complete the
National Covid-19 Immunisa-
tion Programme (NIP) in Pen-
ang by the end of October
this year,” he said.
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ON’'T be overly wor-
Dried and don’t forget
to have fun.

Penang Hospital psychia-
trist Dr Laavanya Vijaya Ku-
mar gave this advice when
she was invited to speak
on “Understanding Bipo-
lar Mood Disorder (BMD)”
during a mental health talk
organised by D'Home Men-
tal Health Association via
Zoom recently.

“Life is to be lived to the
fullest. Make sure that you
do things that you enjoy.
Look for that one thing that
will make you happy and
make sure that you always
do it,” she said during her
talk which was officiated by
state Welfare and Environ-
ment Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh on July 6.

“Try to balance your life,
work, pleasure and rela-
tionships with your family.
Make sure there is time to
relax and unwind. If you are
unemployed, you can think
of taking a course, or a new
hobby or doing some volun-
teer work which should be
very satisfying as well.”

Laavanya, who complet-
ed her medical degree at
Melaka Manipal Medical
College and obtained her
postgraduate certification,
MRCPsych, from the Royal
College of Psychiatrists,
said it is normal for a per-
son to have a range of emo-
tions which change accord-
ing to the situation.

But she said BMD is a
mental health condition
characterised by extreme
mood changes — the high
and low phases which af-
fect how one behaves,
thinks and functions with
periods of normal moods in
between.

Although 46  million
people in the world were
reported to be bipolar in
2017 (52% female and 48%
male), Laavanya said she
believes the number was
under reported because of
fear of stigmatisation.

One in every 50 adults,

Laavanya.

she said, will be bipolar at
one point in their life.

She said the causes of
the illness are not really
known; it could be biological
due to chemical imbalances
in the brain which could be
improved by medication.

The other postulation,
she said, could be genetic.
For instance, if two parents
are bipolar or suffer from

awareness
ipolar disorder

depression, the chances of
the child having a mood dis-
order are high.

“It does run in the fam-
ily, the same as any other
illness like diabetes,” she
opined.

Stressful life events like
divorce, death of a loved
one etc. were also identified
as causative factors.

She said it is important
to first learn about the dis-
order, understand it to be
able to pick up early warning
sighs and symptoms, and
then seek early treatment.

There are several treat-
ment options, she said,
with medication being the
main option. The others in-
clude physical therapy and
psychotherapy to efficiently
manage stress and promote
adaptive coping skills.

“It has been proven that
exercise has a profound
positive effect on physical

and mental health. It can
be any form of exercise
that you like, whether it is
gi gong, tai chi, zumba or
jogging.

“Some helpful ways to
handle stress can be doing
yoga, meditation, aroma-
therapy, singing or listening
to music. Different people
cope differently with stress
and you must find which is
best for you to handle your
stress,” she said.

Laavanya said it must be
noted that anybody with bi-
polar is at the risk of fur-
ther episodes while recov-
ery and relapse prevention
is a slow and gradual pro-
cess.

“It will take time for a
person’s confidence and
performance to return to
normal; so do give you
loved ones or yourself ade-
guate time and space to go
through this process."

Tech Dome marks
fifth anniversary the

new normal way

TECH Dome Penang celebrated
its fifth anniversary in a new nor-
mal way in view of the Covid-19
pandemic.

Tech Dome senior marketing
and communications manager
Oun Sui Leng said Tech Dome
held several activities virtually,
such as the flashback 2016
launching video, and a live first
person point-ofview drone tour
of Tech Dome.

“The drone tour was captured
from the top of the Komtar tower
to the inner part of Tech Dome
Penang. The public can watch
the tour at our Facebook page,”
she said.

Oun said Tech Dome would
also be featuring its virtual tour
series every Friday.

“We showcased our laser
room first virtual tour on July
16,” she added.

Oun said Tech Dome would
continue to promote STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) during this dif-
ficult period.

Tech Dome thanked all its
supporters and contributors for
their help all these years.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

No Tel/ No Faks

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

No Tel/ No Faks

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismaill

(T) 04 - 866 0214

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

N.0O1 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.02 BERTAM {T) 013 - 430 6400

P) 04-576 7606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jogdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

[T% 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 -594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
lim nen nang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

M

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Zulkifli lorahim (T)
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkkifly Md. Lazim (T)

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa

gidayusofrawa@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 338 2668

M

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rosli Hasan

(T) 010 - 468 5990

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman
haijifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’'s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108

04-229 8555

@ Make Covid-1? Immunisation Programme a Success

€ renanglawancovid19
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MBSP 04- 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
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uStory by Kevin Vimal
®Pix by Law Suun Ting

HE Penang government
Tis mulling the idea of a

“job bank” — a state ini-
tiative to assist badly affect-
ed individuals or families
from the B40 community to
secure jobs.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state was
considering this initiative to
help the needy, as well as
assisting the participating
businesses which are re-
cruiting.

“The existing food bank
initiative in Penang has been
successful, and the idea of
introducing a ‘job bank’ is
influenced by the food bank
initiative.

“Non-governmental organ-
isations (NGOs), public and

Penang muIIs”‘ £k
‘job bank’ idea

private entities, individuals
and others have been helping
the government by contribut-
ing food and other necessi-
ties for the benefit of the un-
derprivileged community.

“It is time for us to also
include the initiative that
can work as an ‘engine’ to
put food on the table. Inter-
ested individuals, business-
es and corporations are en-
couraged to take part in this
‘ijob bank’ effort to assist
the needy,” he said after re-
ceiving 3,900 bags of food

supplies from One Hope
Charity and Welfare, on be-
half of the state in Komtar
on July 9.

Chow said the Penang gov-
ernment would be announc-
ing the new initiative soon.

It is understood that the
food supplies would be dis-
tributed to needy families in
all 13 parliamentary constit-
uencies in Penang.

Chow also thanked One
Hope Charity and Welfare for
the contribution.

“l was told that the cost

"1-7

i3
g}. ._

Chow in a conversation with Arunasalam (right) and Chua

(left).

was RM780,000. The One
Hope Charity and Welfare
has spent RM3.44 million to
help the needy from January
to July this year.

“The  organisation has
helped in providing food aid to
the B40 community, and offer-

ing immediate aid to others in
special cases,” he said.

Also present during the
handover ceremony were
One Hope adviser Datuk
Seri R. Arunasalam and
its chairman Datuk Chua
Sui Hau.

Chew (right) spe;aking to reporters while Soon looks on after
their visit to the Penang City Park.

Penang FC want home-based training for players

THE Penang Football Club
(PFC) is hoping that the Ma-
laysian Football League (MFL)
will consider allowing all par-
ticipating teams to switch
from camp-based training to
home-based sessions.

PFC general manager Jef-
frey Chew said they were
facing huge obstacles due
to the camp-based training
sessions.

He said the sports bub-

ble, which was introduced by
MFL to curb the increasingly
virulent spread of Covid-19,
proved to be a tough call for
them.

“This concept is challeng-
ing for us, and | believe for
most of the teams as well.

“The  current  training
method requires all the play-
ers and team officials to be
isolated from the outside
environment for certain days

...................
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Sila isi butiran berikut:

MNama:
MNo. Kad Pengenalan :
Alamat ;

Mo, Telefon : (Rumah)

Emel:

.. (Bimbit)

Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan fengkap,

under strict standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs).

“It's challenging as we
need to pay for the players’
and team officials’ accom-
modation for a period of
about 10 to 12 days.

“Besides that, the team
officials and players need
to undergo the Covid-19 RT-
PCR swab test before they
enter the training camp.

“For home-based training,
the players can get back to
their homes after the train-
ing session ends.

“I hope MFL can look into
the matter,” he told report-
ers after visiting the Penang
City Park (formerly Youth
Park) and Botanic Gardens.

Chew added it was difficult
for his players to follow the
virtual training over online
platforms.

“All this while, they have
been training outside and
it’s difficult for them to train
virtually.

“The players’ fitness for
the Super League matches,
which began on July 24 was
also a cause for concern,”
he added.

PFC currently sit fourth in
the Malaysia Super League
(MSL) standings.

Also present were state
Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee,
Penang State Sports Council
(PSSC) director Harry Chai
and Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang.



Pulau Aman folk get thelr jabs

TOTAL of 156 residents
Aln Pulau Aman received

their first dose of the Co-
vid-19 vaccine on July 8.

Bukit Tambun assembly-
man Goh Choon Aik said the
recipients are from 18 to 82
years of age.

“We are using the multipur-
pose hall here as a place to

'I'-‘ safely to.the muItlpurpose haII
.|n Pulau Aman. =

administer the vaccine for the
one-day programme.

“And | would like to thank
the south Seberang Perai
(SPS) district health office for
conducting the vaccination
programme.

“At the same time, this
makes it easier for the resi-
dents in Pulau Aman to get
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‘Goh (right) talkingto some of the recipients
before they take their jabs.

i

their vaccine without having to
leave the island.

“A total of 15 staff including
nurses and doctors were on du-
ty at the island today and they

transported safely,” he added.
Among the residents in Pulau
Aman to get their first jab on
July 8 was Ishak Man, 53.

“I would like to thank YB
Goh and Pulau
Aman MPKK for
their efforts in co-
ordinating the vac-
% Cination programme
. today together with

Another recipient, Nur Aini
Zulkifli, 31, commended the
SPS district health office for
going to the ground to help
the people get vaccinated.

“With this, more people
will get vaccinated. As we
know, Pulau Aman is also
one of the popular tourist
locations in Seberang Perai
and thus, it is important to

the SPS district ensure everyone here gets
health of- their vaccine,” said Nur Aini,
fice,” he who runs a chalet business

on the island.

. 4 said.

A A bedridden recipient was also
given the jab at her house.

will come here again in another
three weeks to administer the
second dose,” Goh said during
his visit to the place on July 8. #7

“On my part together with
Pulau Aman Village Com- f"
munity Management Coun-
cil (MPKK), we provided &
the facility such as hall, |
tables, chairs and boats '
to ensure the vaccine !
supply from Batu Musang
jetty to the island could be

Ishak Man (black shirt) looks
calm as he takes his jab.

W

Pulau Aman res ents practising
. physical dlstancmg as they wait their
" turn to be vaccmated

b



HE Election Commission
T(EC) online voter registra-

tion portal, MySPR Daftar,
is receiving good response from
the youths especially those in
their 20s.

Outgoing Penang EC director
Raveendran Nair said the youths
preferred to register via the por-
tal because it is convenient.

“However, our main source
of voter registration is from the
post offices,” he said when he
paid a courtesy call on Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow on
July 6.

Raveendran said Penang now
has about 955,000 voters.

“We expect the number of

Good response to
MySPR Daftar

voters to increase when the
lowering of voting age to 18 and
automatic registration are imple-
mented,” he said.

Parliament had on July 16,
2019 unanimously passed the
constitutional amendment to
lower the voting age to 18 and
to make 18 the minimum age
for a Malaysian citizen to run for
public office.

Later, the EC announced
that the implementation was
delayed and said that the low-
ering of the minimum voting
age and automatic voter reg-
istration (AVR) could only be
done by Sept 1, 2022.

Chow said the number of vot-

ers had increased nearly double
in a span of 30 years.

“The number of voters was
around 500,000 to 600,000
when | first contested in 1990,”
Chow said.

Raveendran said the EC is
addressing various challenges,
among them being the limited
voting stations.

“The challenge is even
greater for constituencies with
a large population but limited
voting stations.

“In the near future, we may
see more public places, beyond
schools, being used as voting
stations. We definitely need
more facilities and infrastruc-

ture for the effort,” he said.

Chow suggested to the EC to
consider looking at the opera-
tions of the mega Covid-19 vac-
cination centre (PPV).

Both Chow and Raveendran
also discussed the amend-
ment to the State Constitution
to increase state seats within
the framework of the Parlia-
ment number, the amend-
ment of the State Constitution
to make 18 the minimum age
for a Malaysian citizen to run
for public office and the chal-

Raveendran and
Chow greeting
each other at the
courtesy visit.

lenges faced by the EC.

After serving for almost three
years as the Penang EC director,
Raveendran was transferred to
the Malaysian Indian Transfor-
mation Unit (Mitra) in Putrajaya
on July 12 to serve as its direc-
tor general.

The new Penang EC director
is Siti Nazariah Abdul Zalim.

Raveendran thanked the Pen-
ang government for the support
and cooperation given to the EC.

Chow wished him success in
his future career.

Rep eases plight of blind man

NOT only is he blind and & K| apply for a PPR
diabetic but now he has to : -'u__-'K:uma,esan (People’s  Hous-
move out of the flats unit Qﬁh}inding over ing  Programme)
he is staying in because o, a bag of unit. He wanted a
essentials to

Harrichandran
at his flat.

his relatives are planning
to sell it off.

But Harrichandran Ma- |
nokaran, 42, who lives =
alone in Taman Bukit Jam-
bul Block F is hoping that
good news will come his
way after Batu Uban as-
semblyman A. Kumaresan
came a-calling recently.

Harrichandran, who
has been a diabetic for
the past 16 years, requires dialysis
treatment thrice a week.

Kumaresan, who was told of Har-
richandran’s plight through the latter’'s
friend, M. Saravanan, has offered to
lend a helping hand.

“He requested a rentto-own unit
which | can help him apply for. But be-
cause it is only available in Balik Pulau,
he is not interested in it. There is no
one over there he really knows.

“He found a cheap room in Batu
Uban for rent at RM450 per month and
| told him to take it. Socso gives him
RM600 per month and the state Wel-
fare Department RM300 per month.

“I will appeal to the state Welfare
Department to restore the monthly as-
sistance of RM450 per month instead
of cutting it down to RM300 recently for
Harrichandran.

“I have offered to pay two months
of rental for him when he moves to his
new room in Batu Uban. And he has
agreed to that.

“I have also offered to help him

ground floor unit
which | could not
promise. Anyway,
he is now on the
waiting list,” said
Kumaresan, who
- presented some
i groceries to Har-
| richandran during
1 his visit on July 1.
=  Harrichandran,
who became blind
after suffering a stroke, was apprecia-
tive of Kumaresan’s kind gesture.

Depending upon requests, he
makes jasmine garlands and ties other
flowers at home. But he said it was
tough to make ends meet during this
pandemic.

“I thank YB Kumaresan for his help
to lighten my burden. | wish my room
rental of RM450 is taken care of. | will
adjust my own miscellaneous expens-
es with whatever | have remaining,”
Harrichandran said.

Saravanan also helps buy the daily
needs for Harrichandran as well as
drives him to the dialysis centre in Bay-
an Baru for treatment.

Kumaresan, who has been helping
a number of people in the vulnerable
groups in Batu Uban constituency, said
those who need help can contact his
service centre, MPKK (Village Commu-
nity Management Council) or his office
hotline (017-2770388) via WhatsApp
messages which would be responded
to within 24 hours.

A TOTAL of 1,000 food baskets have been
distributed by the Bukit Tambun service
centre to needy families in the constituency
and also in Sungai Acheh in June alone.

Bukit Tambun assemblyman Goh
Choon Aik, who is also the foster rep-
resentative (Adun angkat) for Sungai
Acheh, said his service centre gave out
400 food baskets to the underprivileged
in Sungai Acheh and another 600 in
Bukit Tambun.

Before this, Goh’s service centre has
also been consistently helping the constitu-
ents from the underprivileged group during
the tough times caused by the Covid-19
pandemic ever since March last year.

“And for this month (July), we will pre-
pare another 1,000 food baskets to be dis-
tributed accordingly in both constituencies.

“Each food basket consists of rice, flour,
cooking oil, noodles, biscuits, cordial drink,
sugar, canned food and others.

“I would like to thank the good Samari-
tans who have been helping our food as-

Committed to helping the

underprivileged

T W, e, Y P o |y

S Goh(right)

B presenting{atfood
.'BbasketitoJonejof
& Jthe recipients:

.......

sistance initiative until now.

“As a state assemblyman, | also would
like to thank the Penang government under
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow for the al-
location of RM20,000 for each assembly-
man that was channelled recently.

“With this allocation, more people can
be assisted,” Goh said after giving out the
food necessities to single mothers and
disabled people (OKU) in several places in
Bukit Tambun on July 3.

According to Goh, the food necessities
were for 13 single mothers and two OKU
living at Kampung Bagan Bukit Tambun,
Kampung Masjid and Taman Bukit Tambun.

“l also have given out financial assis-
tance of RM200 to each of them to ease
their burden during the pandemic.

“After all, most of them have lost their
source of income and living all by them-
selves at home and some are also suffer-
ing from chronic diseases."

“So, they are in need of help. And we will
continue to help them,” he added.
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