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TH Covid19 still
lurking in the air, we
should all realise we

are not out of the woods yet al-
though we have been fully vac-
cinated, Governor Tun Ahmad
Fuzi Abdul Razak says.

Ahmad Fuzi reminded the
people to continue practising
the new norms and adhere to
the standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) to prevent the
infection from spreading.

“The cooperation from ev-
eryone is essential. The open-
ing of state borders or the
transition into the next phase
of the National Recovery Plan
(NRP) does not mean that we
have managed to contain the
pandemic.

“l advise those who have yet
to receive their Covid-19 vac-
cine to take it to reduce infec-
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Ahmad Fuzi (centre) mépectmg the guard-of-honour upon his arrival at Dewan Sri Pmang

tions.

Kon Yeow for excellently ad-

vid-19.

‘Continue practlsmg
new norms’

chinery that is led by the State
Secretary have executed their
responsibilities and demon-

: | strated their commitment.

“They have ensured that the
state government continues
to function well,” Ahmad Fuzi
said in his speech during the
investiture ceremony to mark
his 72nd birthday at Dewan Sri
Pinang on Nov 1.

Ahmad Fuzi was confident

" that the Penang government

had taken the necessary initia-
tives to revive the state’s tour-

“l congratulate the Penang ministering the state, although
government under the leader- Penang and the country are
ship of Chief Minister Chow facing the challenges of Co-

“The chief minister, execu-
tive council members, and
the state administrative ma-

ism sector which was among
the most badly impacted sec-
tors due to Covid-19.

IT was another accolade for Pen-
ang when the Penang2030 Vision
won international recognition by
being awarded the Asian Oceanian
Computing Industry Organisation
(ASOCIO) ICT Awards 2021 in the
Digital Government category.

The award giving ceremony
was held on Nov 12 during the
ASOCIO Digjtal Summit 2021,
which was held parallel to the
25th World Congress on In-
formation Technology (WCIT)
2021, in Dhaka, Bangladesh
from Nov 11 to 14.

However, due to Covid-19 re-
strictions, the state was unable
to attend the event.

Atotal of 34 awards were gjv-

en out that night where for the
Digital Government category,
the Penang state government
was the only
award recipient
from Malaysia.

ASOCIO is
the ICT regional
federation of 24
member econo-
mies in the Asian Oceanian
region, covering almost 10,000
companies with total annual
business of US$500 billion.

“I am pleased that the Pen-
ang2030 Vision got its atten-
tion worldwide, as the state
has not forgotten its efforts
in making digital technology a
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new way of life, especially dur-
ing this pandemic. Despite less
physical projects taking place
last year due to
the pandemic,
various proj-
ects and pro-
grammes con-
tinue as what
being lined out
according to the four themes
and 16 strategic initiatives in
the Penang2030 Vision,” Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
after being informed of the
award.

“l would like to record my
upmost appreciation to the
exco members, government

nternational award for Penang2030 Vision

departments and agencies as
well as the Penang2030 team
in executing the plans to make
Penang a family-focused green
and smart state that inspires
the nation,” he added.

Submission for the award
was done by The National
Tech Association of Malaysia
(PIKOM).

Among the points highlight-
ed in the submission was the
relevance of the Penang2030
Vision implementing digital
strategies and solutions to
significantly improve the ser-
vice quality to citizens in mea-
surable terms in public ser-
vices areas.

“I have been informed that
the Penang government has
dispensed some RM176.45
million in aid to the vulnerable
communities since the start of
the pandemic. The assistance
rendered is a sign and proof
that the state government is
indeed concerned for the well-
being of the people.

“I hope that the state gow-
ernment continues to strength-
en its principles of good and
efficient governance.

“The state government must
consider the needs of the peo-
ple regardless of race, religion,
ethnicity or political affiliation
when making any development
planning policy decision,” he
said.

*Turn to pg 2




Penang eyes

more US
investments

HIEF Minister Chow Kon
c\(eow had a fruitful discus-

sion with members of the
American Malaysian Chamber
of Commerce (AMCHAM) during
the AMCHAM Penang Dialogue
2021 recently.

US ambassador to Malaysia
Brian McFeeters also took part
in the event.

Chow said the state was ap-
preciative of all its investors,
including the American compa-
nies, operating in Penang.

“l am very impressed that the
US companies are taking the
lead in terms of embracing high-
er technology in the production
process which is very necessary.

“In the process, they have al-
S0 given a great opportunity to
the local talent pool to upscale
themselves so that they can
take on the upgraded jobs,”
Chow said during the virtual
dialogue session which was
moderated by AMCHAM chief
executive officer Siobhan Das
on Oct 21.

This year’s topic was on “Ma-

laysia’s Reopening to a Rapidly
Changing World”.

“The US has always been one
of Penang’s largest investors,
capturing 42% of the state’s to-
tal approved manufacturing for-
eign direct investments (FDIs)
from 2019 to 2020.

“Notable new projects from
the US include Lam Research,
the world’s top three wafer fabri-
cation equipment company; Dex-
com, global leader in continuous
glucose monitoring technology;
and UCT, top 10 supplier of criti-
cal subsystems for the semi-con-
ductor industry.

“Through InvestPenang,
the Penang government re-
mains committed to further
strengthening its collabora-
tion with AMCHAM in invest-
ment promotional efforts,”
Chow said in his speech.

McFeeters highlighted Ameri-
can companies practising social
responsibility during the Covid-19
pandemic and spoke briefly on
how the Biden administration ap-
proaches international trade.

PENANG is the face of Malaysia
in the eyes of Brazil.

Brazil ambassador to Malay-
sia Ary Norton de Murat Quin-
tella, in praising the state, said
a candidate from Penang was
chosen to fill the seat as the
honorary-consul because “Pen-
ang is the face of Malaysia”.

“Penang is a wonderful tour-
ist destination for Brazilians,”
he said during a courtesy call on
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
in Komtar on Oct 22.

Also present were Second
Secretary Hudson Brant and
honorary consul for Brazil Datuk
Annie Chin.

Ary Norton said: “Brazil is
very happy to have Datuk Annie
Chin as the honorary consul.
She is the only honorary consul
that we have in Malaysia.”

Ary Nofton
de Murat
Quintella.

Annie Chin.

On his latest visit to Penang,
Ary Norton said this was not his
first trip to the state.

“In July last year, after | had
presented my credentials to
the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, the
first trip | made outside of Kuala
Lumpur was to Penang.

“I spent the weekend in Pen-
ang, and | fell in love with the
state. | am very happy to be
back here,” he said.

Ary Norton said Malaysia has
become Brazil's 12th or 13th
most important trade partner
this year.

“The political relations be-
tween Brazil and Malaysia have
been smooth. We enjoy a fruitful
relationship between two coun-
tries,” he said, praising Malay-
sians as incredibly friendly.

After the fruitful meeting,
Ary Norton presented Chow
with a book on Brazilian histo-
ry as a memento; while Chow
gave him a trishaw figurine
and book, titled “Over Pen-
ang”, which features drone
photographs of Penang.

Chow thanked the ambas-
sador and his team for their offi-
cial visit and said he looked for-
ward to stronger ties between
Penang and Brazil.

Adopt frugal lifestyle,
people urged

*From pg 1

Ahmad Fuzi also reminded
the rakyat to adopt a frugal life-
style and to increase their sav-
ings in preparation for various
possibilities in future.

“The global economy is still
unstable; hence we must be
prudent in our spending and in-
crease our savings,” he said.

Chow, in his speech, said the
state government prioritised the
people’s wellbeing.

“The state government has
striven to reduce the finan-
cial burden of the vulnerable
groups through the Penang
People’s Aid Packages. The
first aid package was rolled
out after the implementation
of the first movement control
order (MCO) in March last year.

“Among those who benefit-

ted from the aid were trad-
ers, hawkers, taxi drivers, e-
hailing drivers, trishaw riders,
tour guides, tour bus and van
drivers, fishermen, school
canteen operators, and news-
paper vendors. In total, the
Penang government has dis-
bursed about RM176.45 mil-
lion to assist the vulnerable
communities.

“Besides that, the state has
also distributed food supply
packs to the needy who were
impacted by Covid-19 to ensure
that their food supplies were not
interrupted,” Chow said.

He added that the state
had also spent RM400,000
to buy 40,000 Covid-19 self-
test kits which were distribut-
ed to close contact individu-
als and families of Covid-19
positive members.

State builds better future for children

THE Penang government has
set aside RM600,000 to as-
sist nursery and childcare
centre operators in the state,
state executive council Chong
Eng said.

Chong Eng, who is the state
Social Development and Non-
Islamic Religious Affairs Com-
mittee chairman, said the
state government approved
the allocation on Sept 22. “The
initiative is for a period of three
years beginning October 2021.

“The allocation is divided into
two categories. The first catego-
ry is a maximum RM300,000

allocation for applicants who
wish to set up nurseries and
childcare centres.

“And the second category
is @ maximum RM300,000 al-
location for the upgrading of
nurseries and childcare cen-
tres. Each applicant can re-
ceive up to RM20,000 in aid,”
Chong Eng told a press confer-
ence via Zoom on Oct 18.

Chong Eng said the objec-
tive of the aid was to encourage
more operators to set up nurs-
eries and childcare centres.

“The state wants children
to have quality education from

young, while encouraging more
mothers to work.

“We hope that the opera-
tors, especially those run by
non-governmental  organisa-
tions (NGOs), can take up this
opportunity and apply,” she
said.

She added that the terms
and conditions are stated on
the application form.

“Those interested can get
the forms from the Penang So-
cial Welfare Department. We
hope that more nurseries and
childcare centres can get them-
selves registered,” she said.

Chow and his wife ;
Tan Lean Kee attend ’-‘
the investiture
ceremony. —

Chow also spoke on the Pen-
ang Covid-19 mass screening
(PSC-19) programme which was
held to break the Covid-19 infec-
tion chain.

“Forty thousand Covid-19
screenings were successfully
conducted at 44 locations in
40 state constituencies. The
effort has helped to control the
spread of the Covid-19 infection
in Penang,” he said.

On the PgCare Alliance, Chow
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said it was launched on Aug 11
to accelerate help to the needy.

“The Penang government,
non-governmental organisa-
tions, industry players, and pro-
fessionals have collaborated to
form the PgCare Alliance to pro-
vide support and aid to all those
impacted by the pandemic,”
Chow said.

He also spoke on the state’s
commitment to spearhead the
digital economy industry and

the Penang Tourism Master Plan
2021-2030.

On a separate matter, Chow
said the state would continue to
be committed to dignify Islam as
the official religion of the Federa-
tion and to strengthen Islamic
teachings in Penang.

A total of 1,036 recipients
were honoured during the five-
day investiture ceremony.

*See also pg 3
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rable moment for a number

of the recipients when they
received their state awards
from Governor Tun Ahmad Fuzi
Abdul Razak in conjunction with
his 72nd birthday celebration at
the Dewan Sri Pinang recently.

Ahmad Fuzi gave out the
awards over five days on Nov 1,
2,8,9and 10.

During the interviews with a
few recipients, namely Datuk
Seri Leslie Lee Kim Guan (Da-
tuk Gemilang Pangkuan Negeri),
Datuk Khoo Boo Leong (Darjah
Setia Pangkuan Negeri), Datuk
Chua Sui Hau (Darjah Setia Pan-
gkuan Negeri), Xavier Sebastian
(Pingat Kelakuan Terpuji) and
Noraisyah Abu Bakar (Ping-
kat Kelakuan Terpuiji), Buletin
Mutiara noted that a common
thread runs through them: They
are all humble and thankful to
their team for their support and
contribution.

Lee, who has been the presi-
dent of the D’Home Mental
Health Association since it was
founded in 2004, is also active-
ly involved with Penang Demen-
tia Association, Penang Lawn
Tennis Association and Penang
Animal Sanctuary Society.

“Basically, this award is dedi-

cated to the
mentally

IT was a proud and memo-

Lee with
his)wife, Neoh
Guan|[Eng; at
thelinvestiture

ceremony:
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Recipients
accept awards4.
with humility

challenged community here in
Penang because | believe the
state and Yang diPertua Neg-
eri, on this occasion, have
taken recognition of 20 over
years of the work for the men-
tally challenged people.

“There still needs a lot to
be done for the state and
country. It is something that
is affecting the community
tremendously. It will actually de-
stroy people who are mentally
challenged if they are not sup-
ported and assisted.

“So, | am very happy and |
dedicate this award to the men-
tally challenged community,
plus the bodies | have been
involved with, and the schools
and colleges.

“I certainly look forward to
the setting up a state-level men-
tal health advisory council."

Khoo, who is the commis-
sioner of the Buddhist Tzu Chi
Merits Malaysia Society, is of-
ten a very busy man.

When there is any disaster
like floods or fire, Khoo and
his team will spring into action
to provide relief to the victims.
For almost two years since the
Covid-19 pandemic began, he
has been instrumental in get-
ting medical supplies to help
the Penang Hospital and sup-
port the state’s healthcare
system.

“I'am truly humbled by
this recognition from .+
the Penang state

Noraisyah
posingiwith
her]PKi;

medal-
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Khoo
from|the
Buddhist Tzu
ChifMerits
Society:

government.

“This award indeed repre-
sents a recognition of the hu-
manitarian work of Buddhist
Tzu Chi Merits Society. Our
mission is to relieve the suf-
fering of those in need and
create a better world for all.

“Tzu Chi volunteers are
guided by the wisdom of
Dharma Master Cheng Yen in
bringing love and hope to man-
kind. In the words of Dharma
Master Cheng Yen, "Having
the strength to help others is
a blessing”.

“Whenever help is needed,
Tzu Chi's volunteers are al-
ways the first to arrive and the
last to leave.

“Tzu Chi sedia membantu
(Tzu Chi is ready to help).”

Chua, who is the chairman
of One Hope Charity and Wel-
fare, is also another go-getter
who, with his team, will go the
extra mile to assist the needy
and the desperate.

They have done numerous

—._Charitable deeds, including

~. handing out food
|\ baskets to A

syarakat) in 1998 from Tun
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Xavier

(right), with
the  PKTi medal
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the poor during the Covid-19
pandemic.

“I am very happy and would
like to thank Tun (Ahmad Fuzi)
and the state government for
the award.

“This is made possible by
the good job done by our team
members. Thank you to every-
one, especially our donors for
the support to enable us to
carry out the good deeds for
the community.

“With your continued sup-
port, we want to do more and
keep on helping the poor and
needy. We will be celebrat-
ing our 20th anniversary in a
month’s time.”

Xavier, who rose from a park-
ing attendant to become the
director of the Urban Services
Department in the Penang ls-
land City Council (MBPP), was
overjoyed to receive his PKT
award from Tun Ahmad Fuzi
just days before his retirement
on Nov 19.

This is his ‘hat-trick’ as he
described it, having received
the PJM (Pingkat Jasa Ma-

Boon Sing: Nee
showingithe
DSPN medal

that hasjbeen

bestowed upon
herjhusband
ChualbyATun

’ Ahmad|Fuzi:

]

Dr Awang Hassan and the PJK
(Pingkat Jasa Kelakuan) in
2015 from Tun Abdul Rahman
Abbas.

So happy was he that when
he came out of the Dewan Sri
Pinang auditorium after the
award presentation, he saw
state executive councillor Jag-
deep Singh Deo and immedi-
ately had a photograph taken
with him.

Unfortunately, his wife Ra-
ni Kaur, the area manager of
Bank Simpanan Nasional, was
unable to attend the recent
award ceremony as she was
suffering from vertigo for three
weeks.

“I'm grateful to MBPP and
the state for the award as a
recognition for my services. |
didn’t expect it and | am truly
honoured."

Noraisyah, who was the Pen-
ang Fisheries Department di-
rector before being recently pro-
moted as the Selangor Fisher-
ies Department director, plays
a very crucial role in ensuring
food security for the state.

“I am thankful to receive the
PKT award. It's a recognition
not just for me but also for the
Penang Fisheries Department. |
am just one of the lucky persons
to receive the award because |
believe everyone of the 90-odd
staff members under me in Pen-
ang was a key player.

“This award is rewarding
and | hope it will inspire all to
continue to give their best ser-
vices to ensure food security
for the state.

“There is no doubt that there
is still a lot of things to be done,
especially with new technology
and information in the market. It
is important to further develop
the aqua culture industry and
help our local fishermen.”
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and unlicensed kindergar-

ten operators should use
this opportunity to apply and
get their premises licensed,
says Penang Kindergarten
Teachers Association.

Its president, Sally Ng, who
is also the president of the Ma-
laysian Kindergarten Teachers
Association, said the Penang
local governments had simpli-
fied the procedures and even
waived certain fees.

“It is a simple application via
the local councils’ eLesen web-
site. It can be completed within
an hour. | received my approval
within two months.

“Everything can be done via
online now,” she spoke about
her license application to set
up her new pre-school.

Ng, who has been in the field
for about 20 years, praised the
state government for hearing
the pleas of the operators.

“We would like to spe-
cially thank state Social De-
velopment and Non-Islamic
Religious Affairs Committee
chairman Chong Eng and Sun-
gai Pinang assemblyman Lim
Siew Khim for their tireless ef-
forts in addressing the issues
faced by us.

“Before the new guidelines,
those who wished to set up a
nursery, kindergarten or care
centre were burdened with vari-
ous types of fees such as the

IT is a very simple process

New guidelines help nursery,

kmdy, care centre operators

Chong Eng (centre), Lim (right) and Ng (left) give the new guidelines the thumbs-up.

conversion fees, tree planting
contribution, infrastructure con-
tribution and other contribution
fees,” she said, adding that
several fees have been waived
by the local councils under the
new guidelines.

Now the operator would only
have to pay a one-off fee of
RM1,000 under the new guide-
lines, she added.

Speaking of the past, Ng said
that the operators could only op-
erate in residential premises.

“Then when we were al-
lowed to operate in com-
mercial lots, we were again
troubled by another problem
when the local councils, back
then, required us to submit

the planning permission.

“However, thanks to the ef-
forts of Chong Eng and Lim,
the councils have agreed to
do away with the need for
nursery, kindergarten, and
care centre (children, senior
citizen and the disabled) op-
erators who are operating in
commercial lots to submit
the planning permission.

“We saved a lot from this,
especially the cost to en-
gage the engineer and archi-
tect, which could amount to
over RM20,000,” she said
on Oct 18.

Ng said those who plan to
operate in residential premises
would still have to submit the

planning permission under the
new guidelines.

“In summary, the Penang
government has really heard
our requests and helped us. We
are thankful to the state govern-
ment,” she said.

Chong Eng said their efforts
(together with Lim) started in
2016 when there were many
nurseries, Kkindergartens, and
care centres which were not reg-
istered or legalised.

“We worked on efforts to
legalise them. The operators
were having difficulties with
compliance due to the high
charges then.

“We listened to the people,
we held many meetings, and we

made it easier for the operators
to get their premises licensed
with the new local councils’
guidelines which were imple-
mented late last year.

“Our children are the leaders
of the future. This is if we can
give them the opportunity to
learn. Early childhood education
is very important.

“Lim and I are still advocating
for affordable childcare centres.
The Penang government is not
leaving anyone behind and to
do this, the state must provide
good ‘enablers’.

“We have to help these
operators, who are provid-
ing community services,
through these new guide-
lines,” she added.

Chong Eng attributed the
collective success to state
exco members Jagdeep Singh
Deo and Phee Boon Poh, as
well as the state Social Wel-
fare Department, local gov-
ernments and city councillors.

“We hope that more op-
erators can now apply to be
registered and licenced,”
she said.

Lim said the operators
were only surviving and pro-
viding the services needed
by the community.

PDC calls for concerted efforts to solve Komtar safety, social issues

CONCERTED efforts from
various parties are needed
to solve the safety and social
issues at the Komtar Tower,
says Penang Development
Corporation (PDC) chief exec-
utive officer Datuk Mohd Ba-
zid Abd Kahar.

He was commenting on the
case of a beggar being beat-
en with a cane by two clean-
ing supervisors in front of a
bank in Komtar and the case
of sexual harassment by a
drug addict involving a young
woman in the toilet at Level 1,
Komtar building recently.

“I have also personally in-
structed the PDC Setia Urus (a
subsidiary company of PDC),
which is in charge of the Komtar
management, to find an alter-
native solution by collaborating
with all parties, such as Social
Welfare Department (JKM), po-
lice, Komtar auxiliary police and
Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai

Mohd Bazid: Believes vagrant
issue exaggerated.

Heng to work together to pre-
vent such cases from recurring.

“Don’t put the sole responsi-
bility on PDC Setia Urus only as
we have only limited authority.

“We need to sit together and
find an amicable solution.

“I believe if we can do that
and all parties play their part,
then we can solve this issue

once and for all and make Kom-
tar safer for everyone again,”
Mohd Bazid said when contact-
ed by Buletin Mutiara on Oct 22.
Mohd Bazid believes the is-
sue of the vagrant being beat-
en up was deliberately exag-
gerated by certain quarters.
“Firstly, | admit that such
action was wrong and it
should not have happened in
the first place.
“But, we need to look beyond
that as to why that occurred.
“We need to understand
that the homeless issue at
Komtar is very serious be-
cause we found that some
of them are drug addicts and
some are peeping Toms.
“They are also aggressive
towards other people, caus-
ing a nuisance especially to
women who want to use the
toilet. Some are also involved
in vandalism and other unde-
sirable activities.

Teh: Request made for increased
patrols.

“This is what we want to ad-
dress and hope to solve it.

“Hopefully, when the con-
struction works of a transit
centre for the homeless in Ja-
lan C.Y. Choy in George Town
is completed soon, we will be
able to address this matter,”
he added.

Mohd Bazid also revealed
that the cleaning supervisors

who are involved in the case
have been suspended from
their job.

“I have also been informed
that they have been fined
RM1,500 by the court.

“And at the moment, we
also do not intend to end the
cleaning contract given to the
cleaning service company
which employs the two men.

“This is because the is-
sue involves individuals and
not the employer itself,” said
Mohd Bazid.

Regarding the sexual ha-
rassment case, Teh, when
contacted, said he had re-
quested the Komtar auxiliary
police team to increase the
number of patrols especially
on Level 1 of the building.

“l also have made a special
request to the Penang police
as well for their assistance to
patrol the Komtar area more
frequently," Teh said.



Jagdeep (second row, third from left) with food basket recipients at Taman Free School.

Housing Board’s 1,000 food baskets
In first distribution programme

THE Penang Housing Board
does not only ensure you
have a roof over your head,
but has now taken on a
greater responsibility by dis-
tributing food baskets to the
needy in low-cost flats in the
state.

Impressed and proud of
their first initiative, state
Housing, Local Government,
Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo said the
distribution would involve
a total of 1,000 food bas-
kets with each having items
worth RM50.

“We have allocated 180
food baskets to be given

out to eligible families here
in Taman Free School.

“We have eligible families
ready to receive 20 food
baskets first.

“My Village Community
Management Council (MP-
KK) members will later as-
sist to distribute the remain-
ing 160 food baskets to the
other families,” Jagdeep
said during a press confer-
ence in Taman Free School,
Datuk Keramat on Oct 18.

Jagdeep, who is also Da-
tuk Keramat assemblyman,
said the war against Co-
vid-19 is not over, and that
is why such programmes
should be carried on despite

the decline of new daily cas-
es recently.

“It is the state govern-
ment’'s commitment that
each and every Penangite
will be taken care of, espe-
cially those in most need of
assistance to sustain their
lives and livelihoods,” Jag-
deep added.

He said the Housing Board
would continue to identify
eligible families in the state
to complete the distribution
as soon as possible.

Also present during the
distribution programme was
Penang Housing Board gen-
eral manager Ainul Fadhilah
Samsudi.

State’s
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promise on
maintenance
works for
eligible housing

schemes

Penang govern-
Tment will assist eligible
housing schemes in
the state that require facil-
ity maintenance assistance.
State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh Deo
said this is crucial for the
people to have a decent and
proper life.
“Thus, from 2008 until Oct
9 this year, the state govern-
ment has spent a total of
RM285.67 million to imple-
ment various maintenance
projects in eligible housing
schemes involving all the five
districts in Penang.
“The state has various
maintenance funds to help
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the people maintain their
schemes.

“From the RM285.67 mil-
lion, the amount includes
RM210,847,206 for the
Public Housing Maintenance
Fund, the housing main-
tenance funds under the

Penang Island City Coun-
cil (RM24,457,461), and
the Seberang Perai City

Council (RM4,435,956)
and RM45,931,523 for
the Penang Maximum 80%
Housing Maintenance Fund
(TPM8OPP).

“We will continue to as-
sist the eligible housing
schemes in the state,”
Jagdeep told a press con-
ference during his visit to
Seruan Emas Apartment in
George Town on Oct 17.

According to Jagdeep,
the state government also
has applied to the federal
government for next year’'s
allocation totalling RM100
million for Public Hous-
ing Maintenance Fund and
TPM8OPP.

Regarding his visit, Jag-
deep announced that the
state has approved the
TPM8OPP application by Se-
ruan Emas Apartment.

“It is for the replacement of
the pump system for the wa-
ter tanks at the apartment.

“It has caused incon-
venience to the residents
here.

“The total cost of the
maintenance work is
RM24,800 and the state
has agreed to bear 80% of
the total cost.

“We are happy that the
management corporation of
the housing scheme is will-
ing to bear the remaining
20%,” Jagdeep said.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

No Tel/ No Faks

04 - 649 3976
04 - 649 3976

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

No Tel/ No Faks

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismaill

(T) 04 -866 0214

N.0O1 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.02 BERTAM }T) 013 - 430 6400

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

P) 04-576 7606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 -261 8745

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

YB Zulkifli lorahim (T)
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkkifly Md. Lazim (T)

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jogdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

04 - 228 8482
04-2288514

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04-3310163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa

gidayusofrawa@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 338 2668

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rosli Hasan

(T) 010 - 468 5990

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

haijifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

[T; 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n9.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’'s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

@ Make Covid-19 Immunisation Programme a Success

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 -594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
lim nen nan v.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04-829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

§T

04 - 668 1062
% 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

F
m 04 - 293 7545

04 -293 7546

€ renanglawancovid19
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uStory by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Law Suun Ting

ENANGITES looking for
Panother place to relax and

socialise now can go to
Taman Areca in Lebuh Sungai
Pinang 7.

Calling it a fine model for
idle open spaces in the state
to be transformed into a beau-
tiful recreation park, Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
the initiative to make Penang
cleaner and greener was con-
ceptualised in 2008.

Besides that, in August 2018,
Chow launched the Penang2030
vision for a “Family-Focused
Green and Smart State that In-
spires the Nation”.

“I hope that parks like this
will provide more options and
benefits to the people to enjoy
public infrastructure facilities
for leisure and recreational
activities, thereby creating a
healthy and safe community,”
Chow said in his speech be-
fore officiating the opening of
Taman Areca on Oct 17.

He commended Penang Sta-
dium Corporation and Open
Spaces (SCOS) for successfully

shining model

creating Taman Areca, which
was their pilot project.

He added the project was
made possible by the public
engagements conducted by
Sungai Pinang assemblyman
Lim Siew Khim, state Youth and
Sports Committee chairman
Soon Lip Chee, Penang Wom-
en’s Development Corporation,
Village Community Management
Council and Penang Island City
Council (MBPP).

He said the construction
cost of the 3.2-acre park was
almost RM1.52 million through
open tender.

The Penang SCOS, he said,
has a few projects in mind and
one of them is to set up a Ta-
man Rimba WoodHAVEN in
central Seberang

Perai which would
have camping fa-
cilities as well as
programmes  for
family recreation.
Sadly, Penang
SCOS  executive
director Mohamed
Akbar Mustapha,
who had put in a
lot of effort to make the Taman
Areca project a reality, passed

Visitors taking a
morning walk at the

away two days after the official
opening on Oct 19 apparently
due to a heart attack.

So exuberant was he on that
day that he even asked MBPP
and the Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) to surrender
more assets to Penang SCOS,
which has obtained a total of
seven assets from both local
councils thus far.

In his speech, Mohamed Ak-
bar, 61, said Taman Areca would
be a case study as a venue,
themed “People’s Space, Better

Chow (centre), other state leaders and

The main plan of
the neighbourhood
park at Lebuh
Sungai Pinang 7.

City and Better Life” when the
World Cities Day is celebrated
on Oct 31, 2022.

“This Taman Areca is like a
mini Botanic Gardens, in the
heart of town.

“We have planted 404 trees,
including 30 species of Alma,
and 25,059 shrubs with 45 spe-
cies,” Mohamed Akbar said.

He added that several types
of native Penang trees, like Jel-
utong, Gelugor and Ara trees,
have also been planted in the
park.

Pasai apa Pakcik
tak dapat lagi sumbangan tunai
i=Sejahtera ni? Dah dua tahun
dah tak dapat, 3

Pakcik barv tav. Ha, Pakcik ada
nombor akaun bank. Macam
mana Pakcik nak tukar kaadah
pambayaran tunai
ke EFT tu?

Bayaran tunai
ditangguhkan sebab COVID-1g,
Pakcik. Pembayaran hanys dapat
dibuat ke akaun bank pemohon
yang memilih kaedah pembayaran

pindahan wang secara
elektronik (EFT).

E-:} Log in pemohan di
portal i-Sejahtera, kemaskini
maklumat bank dan pilih kaedah

pambayaran secara EFT. Kemudian, muat
naik dekumen akaun bank terkini untuk
pastikan akaun bank yang dikemukakan

ity masih aktif. Itu saja Pakeik.
Mudah kan?

PROGRAM i-SEJAHTERA

Pembayaran secara tunai terpaksa ditangguhkan bagi
mzngumngkan risiko penularan wabak COVID-19

“JON TUKAR KE EFT.

KEMASKINI MAKLUMAT AKAUN BANK DI LAMAHWEESISTEd

HSEJAHTERA DAN MUAT NAIK PENYATA AKAUN BANK TERKINI

BAGI MEMBOLEHKAN BAYARAN DIBUAT TERUS KE AKAUN

http://isejahtera.penang.gov.my

Mohamed Akbar (right) leaping with joy at
the Family Square in Taman Areca.

o, e

TAMAN ARECA IN
NUMBERS

Location: Lebuh Sungai
Pinang 7

Size: 3.2 acres

Cost: RM1.52 million
What's there: 404 trees,
including 30 species of
Alma, and 25,059 shrubs
with 45 species. Also
including several types
of native Penang trees,
like Jelutong, Gelugor and
Ara trees, have also been
planted in the park.

Four Sonneratia
Caseolaris trees (Pokok
Berembang) or mangrove
trees.

Other components include
Silver Garden, Butterfly
Garden, Family Square,
Outdoor Fitness Station
and Children Playground.

So far, they have planted
four Sonneratia Caseolaris
trees (Pokok Berembang) or
mangrove trees to test if fire-
flies can be attracted to them.

Other components in the
park include Silver Garden, But-
terfly Garden, Family Square,
Outdoor Fitness Station and
Children Playground.

The opening of Taman Areca
was also a proud moment for
Oong Choong Yang, 25, who
won a prize of RM1,000 for be-
ing the winner in the park nam-
ing contest.

“| did some research and
found that this area once had
a lot of Areca trees, hence the
name Taman Areca,” said Oong,
who works in a legal firm.

Also present at the event
were Deputy Chief Minister 1
Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman, state executive coun-
cillor Datuk Abdul Halim Hus-
sain, state Finance Officer Datuk
Dr Mohamad Farazi Johari, Jelu-
tong MP R.S.N. Rayer, Forest Re-
search Institute Malaysia (FRIM)
deputy director (Operations) Dr
Noor Azlin Yahya, several state
assemblymen and MBPP and
MBSP councillors.



Shorter waiting time

to get MIBSP
business licence

uStory by Riadz Akmal

IRST-TIME business
Foperators on the main-

land can now expect to
get their operating licence
almost instantly with the in-
troduction of a new licensing
manual by the Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP).

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali
Mohamud (pix) said with the
new manual, the council can
now issue a business licence
at a faster rate compared to 21
days previously.

“If there is nothing wrong
with all the documents sub-
mitted by them, we will ap-
prove the licence instantly on
the same day.

“But if it’s not, then, they
only need to wait about seven
days for the application to be
approved.

“Thus, firsttime business
operators will now be spared
the hassle of having to wait for a
longer period of time to get their
business licences.

“With this new improvement,

we hope we can
spur  economic
activities in Se-
berang Perai that
is badly affected
by the Covid-19
pandemic,” Ro-
zali said in his
speech during the
manual’s launch-
ing ceremony at
the MBSP head- ‘
quarters building

in Bandar Perda,

Bukit Mertajam on Oct 14.

Also present was Malaysia
Productivity Corp (MPC) director-
general Datuk Abdul Latif Abu
Seman.

Abdul Latif said the prepara-
tion of the new manual is the
result of a collaboration be-
tween MBSP and MPC since
2016.

“Through the collaboration,
we have finally managed to
identify some critical and ir-
relevant procedures that can
slow down the process of issu-
ing an operating licence to the
business operator,” he said.

Rozali also
thanked MPC for
its cooperation
and  consultation
in helping MBSP
to prepare the new
manual.

He said the new
manual is a com-
plete reference
document for first-

F r time business op-
-—/L erators to obtain

more  information
on how to apply for an operat-
ing licence.

“It explains in detail to them
about the requirements and
rules that need to be under-
stood before applying for a
business licence.

“To know the details of the
new manual, the public can
go to MBSP official website at
https://www.mbsp.gov.my/

“They can also contact MB-
SP’s Licensing Department
at 04-5497685 or email
to helpdesklesen@mbsp.
gov.my for further details,”
he added.

Logason (second from left) receiving the cheque from
Ramkarpal for the temple’s upgrading work.

Hindu temple receives
monetary aid

THE Persatuan Penganut
Dewa Arulmigu Om Sakthi Mu-
niswarar received RM26,000
from Bukit Gelugor MP Ram-
karpal Singh for the upgrading
and renovation works of their
temple as well as the commu-
nity hall.

Ramkarpal, who presented
the contribution to the temple
management, said the amount
donated would be used for the
painting works of both the tem-
ple and its community hall.

“The renovation work is al-
most done and is expected to
be completed in two months.
We will be coming here again
to check on its progress,” Ram-
karpal said after presenting the
cheque to temple chairman Lo-
gason Ramaiah on Oct 18.

Also accompanying Ramkar-
pal during the cheque presenta-
tion ceremony was Batu Uban
assemblyman A. Kumaresan.

Meanwhile, Logason said the

total cost of the renovation and
upgrading work is RM670,000.
He also encouraged all Penang-
ites to utilise the hall to organ-
ise various events.

“We are offering a reason-
able rate for all Penangites
to use the community hall for
events such as weddings and
even to conduct tuition classes
for the community. For those
charitable events, we will be
only imposing minimal charges.

“Besides that, we are also in
the midst of setting up a Digj-
tal Library at another portion of
the hall.

“The Digital Library will most
probably be opened by next
March. The public can enjoy its
service without any charges as
we want especially our young-
sters to benefit from it.

“YB Kumaresan has prom-
ised to contribute five lap-
tops for our Digital Library
project,”added Logason.

Penang now has 36,000
parking bays with smart sensors

THE installation of smart sen-
sors for designated parking
bays under the Penang Smart
Parking (PSP) initiative for both
the local councils has been
completed.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh Deo
said a total of 36,000 park-
ing bays have been installed
with smart sensors — 12,000
under the care of Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) and
24,000 under Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP).

“The completion of the in-
stallation of smart sensors
has provided a more efficient
parking system for motorists
in Penang.

“I would like to thank the
PSP system operator HeiTech
Padu Berhad for successfully

completing the installation
work,” Jagdeep said during a
press conference held near
City Hall on Oct 22.

He said the PSP project
was also conferred the gold
medal at the Regional Team
Excellence Innovation Show-
case (RISTEx) award presen-
tation ceremony in Septem-
ber. The event was organised
by the Malaysia Productivity
Corporation.

“l would like to congratu-
late the state secretariat of-
fice for having won the gold
medal at the RISTEXx.

“The programme saw the
participation of teams from the
local government division, MB-
PP and MBSP,” Jagdeep said.

The teams also took part in
the upcoming ‘Annual Produc-
tivity and Innovation Showcase
(ArlSe) 2021’ in November.

--------

by the PSP project.

The team had earlier won
a gold medal in Mini Team
Excellence Innovation Show-
case (MTEX) held in July which
qualified them to participate
in RISTEX.

Besides these awards, Jag-
deep said the PSP project has
also emerged as the champion
at the “Inovasi Blast Kerajaan
Negeri Pulau Pinang 2019”
competition as well as bagging
the award at the “Malaysia
Technology Excellent (MTEA)
Award 2020” for the Smart 10T

Jagdeep (centre, in wite) giving thethumbs-up after announcing the accolades received

—Transportation category.

“It also won the gold medal
under the ‘Smart Mobility cat-
egory for the World Smart Sus-
tainable Cities Organization
(WeGO) Award'.

“The PSP project has in-
deed drawn the attention of
other states in Malaysia as
well as attained recognition in-
ternationally.

“As of Oct 15, the PSP sys-
tem has received over whelm-
ing response with a total of
643,996 people downloading

L e

its app and 135,130 active us-
ers,” he said.

Jagdeep also shared that the
state government has thus far
completed a total of 36 smart
initiatives, besides having 26
ongoing smart initiatives and
18 upcoming ones.

“We are the most advanced
state in the northern region.

“Thus, the state government
is aiming to become the first
state to complete a total of 100
smart initiatives by the end of
this year,” he said.
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HE Astaka Perda Food
TCourt in Bandar Perda is

now equipped with free
WiFi access and cashless
readers.

Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) mayor Datuk Rozali Mo-
hamud said the food court has
become the first food complex
on the mainland to be installed
with free Internet connection.

“It is the first of its kind in Se-
berang Perai. The smart initiative
is a joint collaboration with Mu-
tiara Smart Sdn Bhd (free WiFi)

and E-wallet company, Boost, for
cashless transactions.

“The main objective is to
enhance digjtalisation for busi-
ness transactions among trad-
ers as well as encouraging peo-
ple to adapt to digital platforms
and head towards a cashless
society.

“The WiFi access at the
food court can be used by
all traders and customers for
free without any conditions
and can be accessed by 150
users at any one time with a
speed of 50Mbps and also
with unlimited quota.

“At the same time, MBSP

first in Seberang Perai! =

is also planning to have more
strategic partnerships with any
broadband service provider
so that this free WiFi initiative
can be further expanded in all
other MBSP-owned premises,
including public markets and
food complexes,” Rozali said in
his speech before state Local
Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Commit-
tee chairman Jagdeep Singh
Deo officiated the launching
ceremony at the food court on
Oct 12.

Jagdeep commended the
city council for coming up with
the smart initiative.

Penangite living her dream as
2021 Miss Teen Universe finalist

IT was not an overnight de-
sire but pure passion that was
developed at a tender age of
five for Penang-born student
Dheper Teh (pix) who will rep-
resent Malaysia at the 2021
Miss Teen Universe.

Dheper, 19, who is pursuing
her diploma in business stud-
ies at INTI International College
Penang, told Buletin Mutiara
that modelling is something
she has been passionate
about since young.

“And when | was 15, | was
very sure that modelling
was going to be a very
important part of my
life. That was when
| decided to study
and familiarise my-
self even more with
modelling.

“It was a very spe-
cial moment for me
after being nomi-
nated as one of
the finalists at the
2021 Miss Teen
Universe.

“I am
even more
excited
knowing
that | will
be able to
represent my
country at
such a stage.

“This  will
be a fantastic
platform for me

to showcase the tremendous
culture, tradition and unique-
ness of my beautiful Malaysia,”
Dheper said during a recent
phone interview.

Several reports online had
recently claimed that the in-
ternational pageant, which
was initially scheduled to
happen on Nov 6 this year in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates,
has been postponed to next
year.

Behind every smile, there

must have been a sad

history that probably

b, went unheard or
untold.

For Dheper,
growing  up
with a great
amount  of
liking for
modelling

was never

an easy
task.

Accord-
ing to her,
she was

put through multiple difficult
situations and often, the en-
counters have been ones to
forget due to the damage it
has left on her physical and
emotional being.

“I am not as tall as other
beauties in this industry, and it
was often the one element that
people used to bring me down,
inflicted emotional pain on me,
but | refused to stay down.

“Not only my height, but |
was even mocked for my ethnic-
ity (Dheper is of Chinese-Indian
parentage.) It was disgusting to
encounter it, but surprisingly, it
gave me the strength to go on
and here | am today, so proud
of how | have turned the tables
against the people who once
criticised me.

“Overcoming these challeng-
es were not easy, but with the
support | gained from my family
members and friends, | was able
to pull through,” Dheper said.

When asked about her role
model, she said it was none
other than the famous Bolly-
wood actress Priyanka Chopra.

Dheper’s goal in life is to be-
come Miss Universe one day,
and she is confident that with
the track she’s on now, it is very
much within touching distance.

“I will also do my part as a
responsible citizen by giving
back to the community and
by lending a hand to assist
the needy in my community,”
she added.

Rozali (left) and Jagdeep showing a tablet that is connected to
the free internet service at the food complex.

“It is in line with the Pen-
ang2030 vision of a ‘Family-Fo-

cused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation’.

“The use of cashless trans-
actions can also provide vari-

ous benefits to the traders and
consumers.

“As an example, we can
minimise the risk of Covid-19
infections when there is less

physical contact during pay-

ment transactions.

“We can also reduce the risk
of receiving counterfeit or dam-
aged money.

“Thus, | would like to urge all
traders and the public to opt for
cashless transactions in their
daily businesses.

“At the same time, the
state government will also
keep empowering the com-
munity through its various
economy digitalisation initia-
tives,” he said.

Pin Xie, Siti Safura win chess
event for differently abled

LOO Pin Xie of Penang and
Siti Safura Jaafar of Negri
Sembilan won the Open and
Ladies titles respectively in
the first Online Lions Interna-
tional Chess (for the differ-
ently abled community) 2021
recently.

Pin Xie, who captured the
FIDE Online Junior Cup for Un-
der-20 players with disabilities
in June last year and bagged a
silver at the Asian Junior Para
Chess Championships 2021
in August this year, continued
to show his winning form.

The 16-year-old pocketed
RM500 for his Open category
success. Muhammad |kmal
Faiz Ab Rahman finished run-
ner-up to claim RM300, while
Wong Yi Heng took third spot
to win RM200. The fourth
spot went to Ahmad Nazmi Md
Nizam, who received RM100.

Siti Safura won RM300,
ahead of Yee Jin Lim (RM200),
Siaw Lan Thoo (RM100) and
Cindy Yeo Siaw Hui (RM60).

The tournament, which was
jointly organised on Oct 9 by
the Lions Clubs of Penang —
Lions Club Penang Armenian,

Lions Club Georgetown Island
and Lions Club Tanjung Sri
Pinang — drew participants
from Sarawak, Johor, Kuala
Lumpur, Selangor, Negri Sem-
bilan, Pahang, Melaka, Ke-
dah, Kelantan and Penang.

It was supported by the
Kiwanis Club of Penang Cen-
tral and managed by Penang
Chess Association (PCA) with
assistance from Malaysian
Chess Federation (MCF).

Penang State Sports Coun-
cil (PSSC) director Harry Chai
thanked all the parties in-
volved for making the event a
success.

PCA president See Swee
Sie expressed her gratitude
to the new sponsors Bio Care
Supplements Worldwide Man-
ufacturing Sdn Bhd and her
fellow Malaysian Chess Fed-
eration (MCF) vice-president
Abang Mohamed Reduan
from Sarawak for helping to
mobilise participation for the
event. She added that she
was also thankful to PSSC,
state government, all the Li-
ons clubs involved and MCF
for their assistance.
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