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uStory by K.H. Ong

ENANG needs a new blueprint for fur-
Pther economic growth, says state En-

trepreneurial Development, Trade and
Industry Committee chairman Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain (pix).

He said it is important for Penang that
after being transformed by 50 years of in-
dustrialisation since the 1970s, to look at its
position from 2030 to 2050.

He said although Shenzhen started to
develop its E&E (electrical and electronics)
sector much later than Penang in 1991, it
has now become the technology hub of the
world.

“Penang used to focus on E&E industry.
But now, we have branched out to medical
devices, aerospace, defence, rail (transport)
and Internet of Things. So, we do not rely
on the semi-conductor industry only,” Abdul
Halim told Buletin Mutiara in an interview at
his office in Komtar recently.

“This has to be further developed. Indus-
try players need to focus on original design
manufacturing (ODM) that requires research
and development (R&D) to sustain talent
development so that Penang can be empow-
ered to compete internationally.

“We’ve the talents here. It's time to es-
tablish an R&D centre to create more jobs,
or we'll have tough times and lose all the
talents.

“After 50 years of industrial revolution,
we are too dependent on multinational com-
panies (MNCs) which focus on manufactur-
ing contract or original equipment manufac-
turing (OEM).”

He added Penang has approached the
Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER)
for assistance to set up the R&D centre
which would cost between RM50 million and
RM2100 million.

Abdul Halim said the R&D centre, for
instance, could inspire local talents to pro-
duce designs and leverage on countries,
with cheaper labour, to manufacture the
products.

He acknowledges that competition is get-
ting stiffer for Malaysia as the likes of Tesla,
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Building on Penang’s

Hyundai, Toyota and Amazon are going to
invest in Indonesia, while Vietham and Thai-
land are a drawcard for E&E companies.
Penang, Abdul Halim said, was fortu- '
nate that it registered a record high of
RM16.9 billion in total approved man- ‘
ufacturing investments in 2019, out of T -a ;\
which FDI accounted for RM15 billion. s
While the investment report for
the whole of 2020 is ex
pected to be released
by Malaysian Invest-
ment  Development
Authority (Mida) next
month, Penang has
achieved RM10.6

billion in total approved manufacturing in-
vestments for the first nine months (January
to September 2020), with 83% coming
. from FDI.
u “If we can secure half of
g what we got last year, say RM5
_'5" billion to RM6 billion in FDI this
.7 year, the state would be happy. It
~is going to be tough,” said Abdul
Halim.

“We need FDI. At the same
time, we also need to build
up our own strength for
our local large compa-
nies.

“We have a few multi-

FAIRYLAND OF LIGHTS...
The Kek Lok Si Temple in Air Itam in all
its grandeur after it was lit up for Chinese
New Year.
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economic strength

nationals run by locals, which means the
talents are here and we need to multiply
them.”

He said tech companies are generally do-
ing well even during the second movement
control order (MCO 2.0) but he admitted that
others in the manufacturing, hospitality and
services (wholesale and retail) are affected
by the lockdown.

So far, he said four factories in Penang
had shut down since last year not because
of the Covid-19 pandemic but due to a
change of business strategies.

“Manufacturers also need to adapt to IR
4.0 and go for automation and robotics.
*Turn to p2
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Private

sector role

In smart city
efforts

uStory by Christopher Tan

ILE the government is
responsible for formulat-
ing policies as well as

facilitating the formation of a smart
city, the commercial and business
parts must be filled by the technol-
ogy providers, Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said.

“The government is not in the
business of doing business, but
we facilitate so that the business
sector can use the opportunity to
provide suggestions to the govern-
ment.

“We welcome technology provid-
ers to submit their proposals. We
can look at how we can collaborate
and work together with the private
sector and providers to drive cer-
tain projects and initiatives.

“The government plays an im-

portant role to facilitate the pro-
cess together with the industry. We
will be able to realise this with the
right platform, publicity, and com-
munity empowerment,” Chow said
during a virtual interview by Malay-
sian Industry-Government Group
for High Technology (MIGHT) and
Confexhub on Jan 26.

MIGHT senior principal analyst
| Zulkifflee Mohamad said MIGHT
was collaborating with Confexhub
to produce the Malaysia Smart City
Outlook 2021-2022 report.

“We are getting insights from
state leaders on smart cities. We
will look at technology elements in
forming smart cities and our cit-
ies’ competitiveness against global
achievements,” Zulkifflee said dur-
ing the 45-minute interview.

Zulkifflee said smart cities are
now a global trend.

YAE CHOW KON YEOW |l
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“More people will be living in cit-
ies by 2050. According to research,
the global smart city market is ex-
pected to grow from US$410 billion
in 2020 to over US$820.7 billion
by 2025.

“Smart city technology can im-
prove the quality of life between 10
and 30%,” he said.

Confexhub academy of science
fellow Prof Ahmad Ibrahim said
Penang is doing very well in terms
of smart city components.

Also present was interviewer
Dina Fuad.

Chow said the state govern-
ment hoped to lay a stronger foun-
dation to bring Penang to greater
heights by being committed to its
Penang2030 vision ‘A Family-Fo-
cused Green and Smart State that
Inspires the Nation’.

‘Brisk’ outlook for Penang property market

IN spite of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic and
movement control 4
order (MCO 2.0) in- f.o
troduced from Jan
13, the outlook of the
property sector will re-
main largely stable for
the first half of 2021,
according to Raine & Horne Inter-
national Zaki + Partners Sdn Bhd
senior partner Michael Geh (pix).
Geh believes that the “transac-
tional activities” in the first half of
this year would remain “brisk”.
“The ‘brisk’ transactional activ-
ities in both primary and second-
ary markets are due to several
factors. They include the high-cost
savings in exempted payments
during the Home Ownership Cam-
paign (HOC), financial institutions’
strong support for housing loans,
especially for firsttime home buy-
ers, and low interest rates for
mortgages and fixed deposits.
“Besides that, Penang’s over-

all property transactions
have seen a V-curve re-
bound from 2,102 transac-
tions worth RM1.54 billion
in Q2 of 2020 to 4,685
transactions worth RM2.16
billion in Q3 of 2020.

“The rebound was very
high, which clearly reflected
the confidence of Penangites in
the property market.

“The number of transactions
has increased to pre Covid-19
level and the overall property
transactions are even higher com-
pared to each quarter of 2018
and 2019.

“The achievement was made
possible, thanks to various hous-
ing policies being implemented
such as HOC, waiver of real prop-
erty gains tax (RPGT) and other
measures,” Geh, who is also the
Chartered Valuation Surveyor,
told Buletin Mutiara.

The immediate past president
of the International Real Estate

Federation (FIABCI) also noted
that many property owners took
the opportunity to transfer their
properties to their children or rela-
tives.

Besides that, Geh said resi-
dential properties in Penang
rebounded to almost the same
transactions in the last quarter of
2019 by recording 3,446 trans-
actions worth RM1.3 billion in
Q3, which was more than double
that of 1,545 transactions worth
RM620 million in Q2.

The number of commercial
properties transacted in Q3 has
also increased but the value has
dropped.

A total of 223 units worth
RM480 million were transacted in
Q2 while a total 379 units were
transacted in Q3 but it was only
valued at RM300 million.

Geh also commended the
Penang government for providing
ample affordable housing units to
Penangites.
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The virtual interview by Malaysian Industry-Government Group for
High Technology (MIGHT) and Confexhub.

Need to reskill, upskill
locals for better income

*From p1

“The Covid-19 pandemic has
taught us to reduce our depen-
dence on low-skilled foreign work-
ers. They deprive our locals of
higher pay. We need to train our
locals, reskill and upskill them so
that they can get higher income.”

He also encouraged local busi-
nesses to take advantage of grants
and loans offered by the state and
federal governments.

For instance, he said under the
Penang Business Continuity Zero-
Interest Loan (also known Skim
Peka PKS), loans up to RM50,000
were offered to small medium in-
dustries (SMIs) and loans up to
RM20,000 were offered to micro
businesses or small medium en-
terprises (SMESs).

Thus far, a total of 1,651 en-
trepreneurs have received these
benefits, involving a total allocation
of RM28.74 million.

To further help them, Abdul
Halim said 1,060 merchants in
2019 and 300 merchants in 2020
had been trained under the state’s
initiative to conduct their business-
es online.

The state government also col-
laborated with Shopee by injecting
RM500,000 for six months from
June to December last year to help
micro traders float their products
on the e<commerce platform.

Abdul Halim said the joint ven-
ture, named as Penang E-Mall,
proved successful as it resulted in
a total sales value of RM6 million.

“The number of traders (mer-
chants) using the platform in-
creased from 5,051 in June to
15,111 in December 2020 - an
increase of 10,000 or 300%.

“As for the halal sector, the
number of traders increased from
36 in June to 717 in December
2020.

“This is very encouraging. For
this year, we will also work with
other platforms like Lazada.

“We will also work with all deliv-
ery partners, like DeliveryEat, food-
panda and GrabFood to stimulate
the economy,” Abdul Halim said.

He said the state has also dis-
bursed 350 laptops to the B40
group to encourage micro traders
get involved in e-commerce. Each
laptop costs RM917, thus the proj-
ect incurred a total of RM320,950.

“This is in line with the state’s
Penang2030 vision. We want to
raise the income of the B40 so
that they won't be left behind in the
digital era. They need the comput-
ers.”

Abdul Halim said the state gov-
ernment had also looked after the
hawkers at pasar malam (night
market), pasar tani (farmers’ mar-
ket) and those with licence, distrib-
uting 1,000 tents to them since
20109.

Another ambitious programme
that Abdul Halim said the state
would embark on is to create a
culture of entrepreneurship, espe-
cially among undergraduates.

“Graduates nowadays are not
guaranteed jobs. This means prior
to graduation, they must want to
become an entrepreneur. Hope-
fully, there is at least one member
in a family who is involved in busi-
ness.

“Our programme will start next
month and provide training to a
small group via Zoom or Google
Meet,” Abdul Halim said.



Penang govt

welcomes public*
input on TWOAS

inttiative

uStory by Christopher Tan
=Pix by Law Suun Ting

HE Top-Up Women-Only Ad-
Tditional Seats (TWOAS), a

3-in-1 initiative that can in-
crease women’s representation
in the state legislative assembly,
is fair to all parties and can cre-
ate a more dynamic state legis-
lative assembly, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said.

“When we discuss women’s
representation in the state legisla-
tive assembly, local governments
or even in government linked com-
panies (GLCs), we have to remem-
ber that the principles are the
same as the academic and job op-
portunities provided for women.

“The  Penang government
would like to emphasise its com-
mitment on women’s empower-
ment agenda which includes gen-
der inclusiveness.

“We take the recommenda-
tions and international decla-
rations pertaining to women’s
rights, especially from the Beijing
Platform for Action, seriously,”
he said during the TWOAS online
stakeholders’ engagement ses-
sion on Jan 23 which was held via
Zoom.

The Beijing Platform for Action
is known as one of the most pro-
gressive blueprints for elevating

women'’s rights.

Governments from around the
world agreed on the blueprint dur-
ing the Fourth World Conference
on Women: Action for Equality, De-
velopment and Peace, which was
convened by the United Nations in
1995.

Chow said it is difficult for po-
litical parties to implement the
gender quota under the current
First-Past-The-Post (FPTP) system
which adopts single-member con-
stituencies.

“Article 117 of the Federal
Constitution determines that elec-
tions are to be based on single-
member constituencies or district
system (sistem daerah).

“After much in-depth research,
we introduced TWOAS. We do not
have to amend Article 117 of the
Federal Constitution. A two-thirds
majority in the state legislative
assembly is enough to amend Ar-
ticle 14 of the Penang State Con-
stitution,” Chow said.

He added that TWOAS will only
be implemented if the percentage
of women elected representatives
is less than 30%.

Chow had mentioned be-
fore that the implementation of
TWOAS was meant to “top up”
the percentage of women’s rep-
resentation to 30% in the august
House.
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Several state assemblymen,
MPs and local government coun-
cillors also took part in the en-
gagement session and gave their
views.

Bayan Baru MP Sim Tze Tzin
proposed that TWOAS should
have a sunset clause as he said
any quota could hinder progress.

The proposal to have a sunset
clause was also suggested by
Bukit Bendera MP Wong Hon Wai.

Sim also cautioned the pos-
sible concentration of power and
some parties might make use of
the system to gain advantage.

“Women representatives
through TWOAS have no state
constituencies, hence, they have
lesser responsibilities and are
less influential. There is a chance
of creating two castes,” he said.

Sim added that the women
candidates who have lost in the
election should not be nominated
for TWOAS.

Pulau Tikus assemblyman
Chris Lee said TWOAS might be
the cause for women candidates
in the elections to receive lesser
votes.

Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) councillor Ong Jing Cheng
also voiced his concern if the sys-
tem could be misused.

Nevertheless, the participants
in the engagement session gener-

ally agreed with the initiative to in-
crease women’s representation.

TWOAS was launched by the
Penang government last Dec 10.

A TWOAS special committee,
led by Penang Social Development
and Non-Islamic Religious Affairs
Committee chairman Chong Eng,
has been set up.

The TWOAS initiative is sched-
uled to be tabled in the year-end
state legislative assembly ses-
sion this year.

Chong Eng (pix) thanked the
participants for their views and
concerns.

“We are open to receiving sug-
gestions and ideas to make this
TWOAS initiative better,” she said.

She noted that Penang current-
ly has 15% women’s representa-
tion in the state assembly, as
compared to Perlis (27%), Selan-
gor (21%) and Johor (16%).

Political scientist Prof Dr Wong
Chin Huat said the proposed
TWOAS initiative is a bold step to
greater change.

“The initiative has greater im-
pact beyond only women issues.
It can help create a more dynamic
state legislative assembly. It is
Penang2030 at work,” he said.

Chow said the Penang gov-
ernment has taken a very sig-
nificant step forward and it wel-
comes all views.

‘Penang2030 Coop Grant’ launched with RM300,000 outlay

THE Penang government has
launched the “Penang2030
Coop Grant” by allocating
RM300,000 to assist coop-
erative societies registered
under the Malaysia Coopera-
tive Commission (SKM) Pen-
ang branch.

Deputy Chief Minister | Da-
tuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman said this is the first
time the state government
has given a grant to SKM Pen-
ang as it is aware of the chal-
lenges faced by cooperative
societies during the Covid-19
pandemic.

“During this time, they lack

business capital which has
caused cooperative members
to decrease as well as a lack
of participation from young
people and professionals,”
Ahmad Zakiyuddin, who is also
in charge of the state’s Is-
lamic Affairs, Community Em-
powerment and Cooperatives
portfolio, said at the launching
ceremony at Komtar on Feb 2.
“This grant is in line with
the Penang2030 vision as the
state aims for ‘A Family-Fo-
cused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation’.
“The cooperation between
the state government and

SKM Penang in organising
various programmes will con-
tinue to strengthen the coop-
erative agenda in the state.

The maximum grant for
a successful applicant is
RM15,000 or RM10,000, de-
pending on the types of the
cooperative’s project.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin said appli-
cations for the grant would be
processed by a selection com-
mittee comprising members
from his office, SKM Penang
and the state Economic Plan-
ning Division under the Penang
State Secretariat (BPEN).

Also present at the launch-
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FEB 28 SCREENING
DEADLINE NOT FEASIBLE
PENANG Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo hopes the
federal government can give a
solution to screen over 140,000
foreign workers in Penang for
Covid-19 by Feb 28. “We have

no issues screening the foreign
workers, but how can we do it by
Feb 28 as instructed by the federal
government when our capacity is
low? We have 140,450 registered
foreign workers in Penang. We
hope that the federal government
can provide the assistance to
implement it,” Jagdeep told a
press conference at Sri Pelangi
apartment in Datuk Keramat on
Feb 5. Jagdeep and Jelutong MP
R.S.N. Rayer were at Sri Pelangi
apartment to distribute face masks,
calendars and mandarin oranges to
the residents there for the Chinese

LET NON-CITIZEN CHILDREN
INTO GOVT SCHOOLS

THE Penang government has urged
the Education Ministry to allow non-
citizen children, including adopted
ones, to be enrolled in government
schools. Deputy Chief Minister I
Prof Dr P. Ramasamy said the new
ruling that came into force this

year requires all children who are
non-citizens to get a passport from
their respective countries. “The
biological mother of the child must
be present to get a passport from
the respective country. The problem
now is how are the adopted parents
going to get that document since
they don’t know the whereabouts
of the child’s biological mother? In
Penang itself, we have received 19
reports from parents that their non-
citizen adopted children are barred
from enrolling in school this year.

| believe the figure is high in other
states as well. | hope the Education
Ministry, can find a solution as
soon as possible,” Ramasamy told
a press conference at his office in
Komtar on Feb 2.

Penang2030 Coop Grant to Zakaria (right). With them are
Nazrulizam (left) and Muhamad Husni (second from left).

ing ceremony were SKM Pen-
Mat
Jusoh, BPEN secretary Muha-

ang director Zakaria

mad Husni Mahmud and BPEN
principal assistant secretary
Nazrulizam Kamaruddin.
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Ox roars in

Story by Edmund Lee
Pix by Law Suun Ting

FTER a tumultuous Year
of the Rat, let us cele-
brate the Year of the Ox

with optimism and hope.

Local artist Jason Min, the
person-in-charge of Island Gal-
lery, made this call to lift up the
Lunar New Year spirit that has
somewhat been dampened by
Covid-19.

As the nation’s economy is
again ravaged due to the move-
ment control order, the atmo-
sphere may not seem conducive
for an unbridled celebration.

Min, however,
‘ urged the Chi-

mw Nese commu-
nity to forge
ahead with

a different
perspec-

THE Kek Lok Si Temple was
transformed into a fairyland
of lights on Feb 7 when thou-

sands of Chinese lanterns as
well as neon and LED lights
. were switched on during the
* annual lighting ceremony.
“The amazing ceremony was
. _witnessed live by over
5,000 people who
& | visited the tem-
'_ple’s Face-

book page.

tinue with the annual lighting

!;(
i

tive and celebrate the festival in
a meaningful manner.

“The Year of the Rat was
largely a bleak one for many
people. Loss of lives and jobs
almost everywhere,”
he told Buletin Mu-
tiara in an interview
at his gallery in Jalan
Phuah Hin Leong.

“This tough period
will not stop at this
juncture. It may even
last for a few years
while a ‘new norm’
practice is taking place
as of now.

“All these challeng-
es should be viewed
as a ‘test of patience’
before the situation re-
sumes to normal.

“As all of us have just
ushered in the Year of
the Ox, let us appreciate

il (7N

“Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ovy.--‘braised the temple for ob-
serving the standard operating
procedures (SOPs) and using

the online platform to hold the
ceremony.

“We thank the Kek Lok Si
Temple for broadcasting the
lighting ceremony online so
that the public can also wit-
ness it from their home.

“The Covid-19 pandemic
has disrupted our lives. We
are happy that the Kek Lok Si
Temple has decided to con-

ceremony,” Chow said in
o his speech during the
event.

N
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Min hopes Year
of the Ox can
be a better year
for everyone.
(INSET) The Ox
'stepping’ on the
Covid-19 virus
as illustrated by
Min.

emple lights upz

Former Finance Minister Lim
Guan Eng thanked the temple
for continuing the tradition.

“My hope is for Malaysia
to recover from this pandemic
and to continue to prosper,”
Lim, who is the Air Putih as-
semblyman and Bagan MP,
said.

The lights in Kek Lok Si Tem-
ple were switched on at 8.05pm
after the prayers were conduct-
ed. The ceremony concluded
with a fireworks display.

>
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this time by spending it with our
family and loved ones.

“In previous years, we tend-
ed to spend more time with our
friends during Chinese New
Year. But this year, we can
make a difference by allocat-

ing more time for our beloved
ones.”

His passion and creativity
shine through the artworks
that he produces.

For this year, Min has
painted a series of artworks

related to ox or cow accord-
ing to the Chinese zodiac to
welcome the Year of the Ox.
For instance, Min said

- ==

—28,2021 Bl

his artworks incorporate the
current Covid-19 situation.

“As you can see, one of my
pictures shows an Ox ‘stepping’
on the virus. That gives hope of
better days ahead.

“Another of my artworks
shows a frontliner actively bat-
tling the pandemic despite be-
ing exhausted.

“Despite a grim environment,
we need to be optimistic and
think positively throughout the
battle against the virus.

“Only through this can we
overcome the obstacles and
challenges that lie ahead,” he
added.

The lighting
ceremony ends
with a fireworks
display.
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- The golden ox
sculpture at
Prangin Mall.

-
-
-
r_—— -

Rt

i

v
ol

k
F S
—

One of the
predators is
holding an angpow
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

NAMA ADUN

=3

s/

No Tel/ No Faks

FEBRUARY 16 — 28, 2021

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

No Tel/ No Faks

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

N.0O1 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.02 BERTAM }T) 013 - 430 6400

P) 04-576 7606

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Zulkifli lorahim (T)
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkkifly Md. Lazim (T)

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA

(T)

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rosli Hasan

(T) 010 - 468 5990

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YAB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz ) ET; 04 - 649 3976
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my H 04-226 0218 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
, ] ; ) N.39 PULAU BETONG
Ui liatiticieldel Sieie i sie m S ACE YB Haii Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 2131
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 383 9131
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04-262 0860
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745
N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871
yE'B]CSZP:ADAI?G HALANG T) 04 - 530 3028
ong Eng -
chong.eng@penang.gov.my H 04 - 530 3028
S DAP PENANG HQ
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT dappg@streamyx.com T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo T) 04 - 226 2464 F) 04 - 228 8514
jogdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464
N.37 BATU MAUNG -
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain T) 04 - 626 1442 AL LT xS GLLS
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com F) 04 - 626 1442
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04-3310163
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA M
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04 - 890 3866

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

haijifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

[T; 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n9.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 -594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
lim nen nan v.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04-829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’'s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

£}

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

AN

L4 4" i {

@ No Movement No Infection

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

M
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Charms of Balik
Pulavin a book

=Story by Christopher Tan il

HILE many of us know that there
are three routes into Balik Pulau,
not many may be aware there is a

fourth route to the lovely township.

But this way into Balik Pulau is not for all
as it involves a hike over the hills from the Air
[tam Dam.

“Minor hill trails were carved out by the
farmers who brought their farm produce ei-
ther to Air Itam or Balik Pulau. Through regu-
lar use by these farmers as well as by hiking
enthusiasts, the main trail gathered popular-
ity over time,” a book titled “Never Forgetting ‘
Balik Pulau” says.

The book is a part memoir, part guide by
75year-old author Josephine Choo; who af-
ter spending her entire youth in the village in
Balik Pulau, accumulated a bagful of tales.

All photographs were by principal photog-
rapher Adrian Cheah with the exception of
those acknowledged, while the old photos
were contributed by Josephine.

Josephine said it was necessary for her
to document part of her growing up years
(1950s to 1960s) in Balik Pulau to provide

(From Ieft) Josephme in a 1949
family photo with her mother Rose

The book titled ‘Never Forgetting
Balik Pulau’. - Pix courtesy of
Josephine Choo and Adrian Cheah

Loh, sister Teresa, Joe, father Choo
Sen Lee and brother Patrick. (INSET)
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the younger generation a glimpse into the
not-so-distant past.

“It gave me great pleasure to relive those
evergreen years in this book. Being my first
published book — although | have edited ma-
ny — it was a passion-project and | enjoyed
the journey immensely.

“Adrian and | believe passionately in the
project and its success. As an art director
and a photographer, he knew that he could
put together a brilliant book.

“After designing hundreds of books, this

| was the first project he actually took out his

own money to co-fund with me,” Josephine

- said.

She said life in Balik Pulau in the 50s and
60s was carefree and safe (except for the
presence of centipedes and snakes in her
y family’s squatter house).

“Life was simple day-to-day living with no
frills. You do your chores and enjoy the small
treats.

“One of my sweetest childhood memories

- was the ‘sweet’ man. He placed a giant alu-
| minum tray on a makeshift portable stand

and delicately ‘tik tok’ slivers from a sweet
chewy, gooey, and nutty slab unto a small
piece of tracing paper, all for five or 10 cents.

“I recognise this sweet to be the genesis
of the popular dessert nougat of modern

times,” she said.

Born to a family of educators (her parents
and brother Joe were educators), Josephine
followed her passion in teaching after quali-
fying as a teacher in 1965. She taught at
the Convent in Balik Pulau for two and a half
years, attended Universiti Malaya, en route
to Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) as an ad-
ministrator.

“| stayed near USM before moving to Tan-
jung Bungah following retirement. My par-
ents’ house in Titi Teras was the focal venue
for boisterous family reunions. Today, my
brother upkeeps the house. We look forward
to yet another happy occasion after the pan-
demic,” she said.

“The point is, | never really ‘left’ Balik Pu-
lau, the playground of my entire youth. On my
many visits, | have been surprised and glad-
dened by the appearance of new things,” she
said.

The 168-page book contains stories
about the attractions in Balik Pulau; such as
laksa, nutmeg and the King of Fruits, among
others.

The book, priced at RM55, is available at
all major bookshops in Penang and at MPH
in Kuala Lumpur.

Alternatively, those interested can e-mail
Adrian at send2acek2@gmail.com or What-
sApp 016-407 1408.
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Perfandingan
Melukis Posfer
Berlemakan:

1. Penyertaan terbuka kepada mereka yang berusia 13 tahun
dan ke atas.

2. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

3. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 24 cm).

4. Lukisan grafik dan adaptesi menggunakan komputer
adalah tidak dibenarkan.

5. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

6. Setiap set penyertaan perlu mereka bentuk pelitup mulut
bertemakan “Penang Lawan COVID-19" dengan logo serta
hashtag #kitajagakita;

Sila isi butiran berikut:

No.Kad Pengenalan :

Name: oo

No. Telefon : (Rumah) ..

Alamat 1

7. Borang butiran maklumat peribadi peserta perlu ditampal
di bahagian belakang ka
8. Penyertaan ohli keluarga tan:lakuf barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah.
9. Semua karya adalah milik penganjur.
10. Tarikh tutup penyertaan, 31 Mac 2021,

Emel:

Fastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap.
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Rocky road for
visually impaired

uStory by Edmund Lee

=Pix courtesy of Society of the
Blind Malaysia (SBM) Penang
branch & St Nicholas’ Home

HE visually impaired are cur-
T rently facing their greatest

challenge following the loss
of income in the ongoing move-
ment control order (MCO 2.0).

Many of them, such as blind
masseurs, buskers and tissue
sellers, are finding it hard to make
ends meet as they are not allowed
to operate their business.

They are one of the most vulner-
able groups impacted by the Cov-
id-19 pandemic since the MCO was
first enforced last March.

Having disabilities is already
one thing, but having their rice bowl
jeopardised only amplifies their
hardship.

Society of the Blind Malaysia
(SBM) president Mohd Nazari Oth-
man said the visually impaired are
undergoing unprecedented chal-
lenges.

“It’s really a tough obstacle for
them, especially for those who
are from the low-income (B40)
group.

“They have suffered a lot as they
have their own families to take care
of. With the spread of Covid-19 and
reimplementation of MCO 2.0, they
are really in need of help.

“l have received feedback that

they could not find any other alter-
natives to sustain their daily needs.

“Fortunately, some of them
have ventured into online business
platforms to sell and promote their
respective products.

“At least, this can help them to
sustain their livelihood.

“Besides that, thanks to the
Penang government’s RM500 fi-
nancial aid to reflexology centres,
many blind masseurs’ have some-
thing to cheer about.

“It can be a respite for them in
this period of time,” Mohd Nazari,
who is self-employed, told Buletin
Mutiara during an interview ses-
sion.

St Nicholas’ Home general man-

Nazari: Some have ventured into
online platforms.

ager David Chiang noted the predic-
ament of the visually impaired and
admitted that the current situation
is a tough period for them.

“For the St Nicholas’ Home in
Bagan Jermal, we have already
sent our students back to their
homes for safety.

“We are not sure when the num-
ber of cases will go down as we

Chiang: Current situation a
tough period.

can’t take things for granted.

“Our daycare centre has also
temporarily stopped operating as
there are many children with dis-
abilities,” he said, adding that the
blind masseurs are still staying at
the Home.

Those who wish to assist St
Nicholas Home can visit www.snh.
org.my for further details.

Penang NSC head: Key

THE statelevel National Secu-
rity Council (NSC) has rolled up its
sleeves once again and is ever
ready for the continuous battle
against Covid-19 by lining up sew
eral important strategjes.

Its Penang director, Nazrul Faza-
mi Mohamad (pix), said one of the
key strategies for this year is to fo-
cus on specific localities, districts
and sub-districts that are greatly
affected due to the unprecedented
situation.

“We will identify hotspots and
micromanage those areas with
stricter standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs). We will still give due
importance to all areas, but greater
attention will be on those areas that
are badly impacted.

“We will also look to tightening
our relationship with various other
agencies that play a key role in this
issue.

“For example, the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) and Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) are two
key entities under the state govern-
ment. So, a fruitful working relation-
ship with them will contribute highly
towards improving the situation,”
Nazrul said when interviewed by Bu-
letin Mutiara at his office in George
Town on Jan 26.

He added that to reach out to the
public on a personal level, his team
members themselves designed
posters with encouraging words
and constant reminders to not flout
the SOPs.

“Our focus is mainly on food
premises, public markets and ar-
eas that will usually see the gather-

ing of people.

“Besides that, news for the pub-
lic through various digjtal platforms
will be improved,” he said.

While new media provides news
in a flash, Nazrul said the issue of
fake and false news is still active in
the society.

“When some news becomes
viral, it may not necessarily be
true. There are many reliable news
sources out there; all we need is
patience.

“For instance, one of the ways
to consume reliable news related
to Covid-19 is through the regular
press statements issued by the
Chief Minister on his Facebook
page.

“The public can also get news
from the NSC official website at
https://www.mkn.gov.my/ or even
NSC telegram as well as social me-
dia platforms,” he added.

The other important strategy,
Nazrul said, is community empow-
erment.

“The federal and state govern-
ments have introduced and imple-

strategies vital in Covid-19 fight

mented multiple initiatives in the
span of a year or so, trying to con-
tain and curb further spread of the
infections.

“This year, we want to encour-
age local communities to engage in
this effort to help the authorities in
fighting this deadly virus.

“We hope people can come for-
ward and be volunteers in their re-
spective districts. We are currently
discussing with all the district offi-
cers across the state on how to get
the people involved,” Nazrul added.

The list of tasks that these vol-
unteers will most likely undertake
is providing advice regarding SOPs

for those who would need it, safety
inspection and organising new nor-
mal campaigns.

Separately, the National Secu-
rity Council (NSC), which was es-
tablished in 1971, celebrates its
golden jubilee anniversary this year.

“The NSC consists of members
who are directly appointed by Prime
Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin,
who is also the immediate chair-
man of the agency,” said Nazrul,
who is now in his second year as
the Penang NSC director.

He had earlier spent 16 years
working with the NSC in Putrajaya.

The state-level NSC chairman is

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

When asked to comment about
challenges that the NSC faces dur-
ing this trying period, Nazrul said
one of them is to handle difficult
people who are still adamant about
not accepting the new normal, such
as regularly wearing face masks,
undergoing temperature checks
and so on.

“It is the new normal era we are
all living in now and we have to ac-
cept it. | sincerely hope the people
will continue to cooperate with the
frontliners, who are just trying to do
their job of maintaining our safety
and security,” he added.
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Emulating the Ox
personality

THE low-key Chinese New Year cel-
ebration we have just had marked
the arrival of the Year of the Ox in
accordance with the lunar calendar.

In her book “Chinese Astrology”,
British psychic and clairvoyant Bet-
tina Luxon described those born in
the Year of the Ox as being “even
tempered and it takes a lot to annoy
him/her but once wound up too far
will suddenly snap. The Ox in a rage
is a terrifying sight and few people

who have witnessed it would care to
repeat the experience”.

Malaysia’s very own feng shui
writer and one of the leading ex-
ponents on the subject, Lilian Too,
wrote in her book “Chinese Astrol-
ogy For Romance & Relationships”
that a female born under the Ox
sign with the metal element “is
steely and tough but prone to bouts
of depression, she nevertheless
has the ability to rise above it and

z
work horrendously hard at overcom-
ing setbacks and tribulations while
the male has great staying power
and quite tremendous dogmatism
in his approach to
life and living”.
To me per-
sonally, these
can be very apt ==
descriptions  of &
the Ox according
to the experts in feng shui or Chi-
nese astrology, but they also best
describe the tough times that we
now find ourselves in and what it
takes for us to face the challenges.
In other words, to literally take
the bull by the horns, so to speak.

uStory by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

IG data is crucial to the
BFourth Industrial Revolution

or the Industry 4.0 (IR 4.0)
with entrepreneurs and manufactur-
ers seeking to make better use of
data to create more value.

S. Hanu Shree, 22, shares the
same vision as she aspires to be
a data analyst after completing her
studies.

Currently pursuing her bach-
elor's degree in Computer Science
while specialising in Data Analyt-
ics, Hanu Shree said big data plays
an important role in strengthening
businesses.

“I want to contribute back to
Penang after | graduate. | hope to
maximise potential with the avail-
able data and create an efficient
environment,” said Hanu Shree,
an undergraduate who is expect-
ed to graduate from Asia Pacific
University of Technology and Inno-
vation (APU) by next year.

Hanu Shree, a PFF Penang
scholar, is part of the selected
74 Penang Future Foundation
(PFF) scholarship recipients for
year 2020.

Meanwhile, it was a dream come
true for Vanessa Koay Wei Li, 21.

PFF scholars
keeping hopes high

- ——

Koay, who is pursuing a Bach-
elor's degree in Information Tech-
nology (Software Systems Develop-
ment), said she was thankful for
being selected as one of the suc-
cessful recipients.

She was one of the recipients
under the PFF Mutiara Scholar
category.

“Deep down, after receiving the
good news, | knew my efforts didn’t
go to waste. | hope to find ways to
further develop the IT industry in
Penang,” said Koay, who is studying
at Tunku Abdul Rahman University
College (TAR UC), in an interview
over the phone.

Bachelor of Science in Phys-
ics undergraduate A. Joshua, 20,
hopes to establish a research facil-
ity pertaining to astronomy and as-
trophysics in Penang after he com-
pletes his studies.

Joshua, a PFF Mutiara Scholar
category recipient, said many peo-
ple had the perception that those
graduating with a physics degree
may find it difficult to find jobs due
to less demand from industry.

“I want to work beyond my lim-
it and prove those critics wrong,”
he said.

Joshua is studying in Universiti
Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR Kam-
pus Sungai Long).

(From left) investPenang
chief executive officer Datuk
Loo Lee Lian, PFF committee
member Datuk Seri Nazir Ariff,
Naqib, Ooi, Chow, Joshua,
Hanu Shree, Koay and State
Financial Officer Datuk Dr
Farazi Johari at the award
ceremony.

PFF Penang Scholar category
scholarship recipient Ooi Kean
Hong, 21, aspires to be a mobile
application developer.

“I want to contribute my skills
and knowledge to assist the
state’s effort in going cashless,”
Ooi, who is studying for a Bach-
elor of Science in Computing at
INTI International College Penang
in Bayan Lepas, said.

Meanwhile, Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM) undergraduate
Muhammad Nagib Tasdiq Ahmad
Adli hopes to ease the financial
burden of his family after he
completes his studies.

Muhammad Nagib Tasdiq,
20, said he would not let the Co-
vid-19 pandemic situation affect
his studies.

“This scholarship has helped me
and my family,” he said, adding that
it was his goal to be a mechanical
engineer in the future.

Muhammad Naqib Tasdiq, a PFF
Penang Scholar category recipient,
hopes to be part of the robust in-
dustrial scene in Batu Kawan.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
in a recent press conference held
in Komtar, said the projected value
of the awarded PFF scholarships
for the 2020 scholars stood at
RM3.4 million.
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No doubt that Covid-19 has
dealt a severe blow to many of us
since last March.

Many businesses have gone

bust, jobs lost and the
prospect of things
returning to how
they once were
/ hasyetto be on the
4 horizon.
S The longer it takes,
the more resilient we are becom-
ing, forced by circumstances.

In my first article | suggested
that one of the ways to help us
cope with our existing sharp chang-
es in ife is to be kinder to one an-
other.

While mere kindness may not
solve our daily problems per se,
it does, however, soften the rough
edges of life through the empathy
and thoughtfulness that we have
for others especially when every-
one is going through a tough time.

At the very least, we do not af-
ford others the opportunity to give
in to their combustion of anger on
the spur of the moment with dire

consequences.

Similar to the traits of those
born in the Year of the Ox, it is
definitely reassuring to maintain
a positive mindset despite having
the odds stacked heavily against
us right now.

It also helps to remind our-
selves that only time will heal the
economic woes affecting almost
every industry everywhere and it
will definitely take some patience
and grit to await the moment when
Covid-19 finally comes to an end.

Let us all emulate the character
of the Ox in facing life’s challenges
but not its temperament under pro-
longed duress.

And lastly, | wish all my readers
Happy Chinese New Year!

= Victor Seow s a special officer
to the Penang Chief Minister.

He still believes that Penang-
ites will decide what’s best for
the state in spite of the difficult
times we're living in.

The views expressed here are those of the
author/contributor and do not necessarily
represent the views of Buletin Mutiara.

Mixed views over online goods
delivery service at Chowrasta

VENDORS from Chowrasta Mar-
ket gave mixed feedback on the
effectiveness of GrabMart, an on-
demand everyday goods delivery
service, during the ongoing move-
ment control order (MCO 2.0).

Several of them shared their re-
action when Buletin Mutiara inter-
viewed them about the GrabMart
service at the iconic market in Pen-
ang Road on Jan 21.

The app was introduced to the
stall owners in Chowrasta Market,
one of the oldest markets in Malay-
sia, last year.

Meat seller Abdul Rashid Abdul
Hameed, 52, said ; —

the response so |
far in terms of the
service has been
quite encouraging,
and it is used wide- |
ly by the younger
generation.

“While young people are more
proficient in using this app, there
are still the elderly ones who prefer
to physically be present at the mar-
ket to buy the food items.

“If you ask me, since MCO 2.0,
quite a few of my regular custom-
ers, especially those working in the
government sector, have opted to
use GrabMart,” he said during the
brief interview session at his stall.

Abdul Rashid has been operat-
ing his business there for over 20
years now.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who officiated the programme in
July last year, had said the initia-

tive was aimed at enhancing digj-
talisation for business transactions
among traders as well as encourag-
ing people to adapt to digjtal plat-
forms.

The delivery process is the
same as GrabFood but instead of
delivering food from restaurants,
everyday goods from stores can be
delivered to the doorstep.
Meanwhile, Cheng
Wee Kin, 35, a
spice and sundry
goods stall owner,

said since the on- '
line service was
introduced at the |

market, the response has not really
been encouraging.

“| still heavily depend on cus-
tomers to walk into my shop.

“As long as markets can be
open for business, | am thankful
for that. | just hope people will con-
tinue to abide by the standard oper-
ating procedures (SOPs),” he said.
Shahjahan Asan Aliar, 59, a fish-
monger, said the GrabMart service
was a huge boost and timely, know-
ing the unprecedented situation we
are all in now.

“l could earn as much as RM50
to RM100 per day through the on-
line platform, and there were times
| hit the RM300 mark per day.

“l would encourage Penangites
to continue using the platform, and
for those who have yet to use it,
please do try it. It is really useful,
especially if you are working from
home,” he added.
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