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HUGE 30% of the country’s
Aexports went through Penang

- a figure that shows the state
continues to play a substantial role in
this sector.

The state clocked up RM84.9 billion
of exports in the first quarter of 2021
(1Q21), making it the top contributor of
the country’s exports.

According to the Department of Sta-
tistics Malaysia (DOSM) Monthly Exter-
nal Trade March 2021 report, Selangor
took second place with RM80.5 billion
of exports in 1Q21; while third-placed Jo-
hor recorded RM71.9 billion.

The national total exports for 1Q21 is
RM282.1 billion; and the national total
imports for 1Q21 is RM223.5 billion.

InvestPenang director Datuk Seri
Lee Kah Choon said Penang generated
RM28.2 billion of trade surplus during
the same period, representing 48% of
Malaysia’s total.

"We are not resting on our laurels. We
are continuously enhancing our policies
to ensure Penang’s conducive business
environment is sustained.

"We are also solidifying our position
as a preferred location for high quality
investments," he said.

Lee, who is the special investment ad-
viser to the Penang Chief Minister, add-
ed that Penang recorded RM1.1 billion
in approved manufacturing investments
in 1Q21.

"According to Malaysian Investment
Development Authority (MIDA), they were
derived from 40 projects," he said in a
media statement on June 18.

Lee said 2021 is deemed a consolida-
tion year for the manufacturing industry.

"This is after two years of outstand-
ing investment performances in a row,
which include 2019’s altime-high
achievement.

"The 1Q21 investment performance
is consistent with Penang'’s historical in-
vestment trend, whereby a consolidation
could happen after one to two years of
investment spike," he said.

Lee said InvestPenang was target-
ing RM5 billion of manufacturing invest-
ments for 2021.

He said Penang had garnered multiple
strategic projects in the past two years.

"The state consistently ensures the
approved projects are fully implemented
and commence operations within the
stipulated time frame.

"These strategic investments are
expected to create supply chain locali-
sation opportunities for homegrown

companies, which is part of
the state's efforts to elevate
SMEs development.

"In addition, the strategic
investors could potentially attract their
existing relevant supply chains to ex-
plore Penang as a viable investment
location," he said.

Lee said the state was further en-
trenching its position in upstream ac-
tivities and global value chain; while
strengthening the ecosystem of the
promoted industries, namely, Electrical
& Electronics products, Machinery &
Equipment and Medical Devices.

"Simultaneously, we are committed
to propel the global business services

Penang exports champ

(GBS) activities in Pen-
ang that are well-positioned to unlock
greater potential.

"The Penang government is imple-
menting multi-pronged approaches
to deepen and widen the talent pool
in the state to ensure Penang re-
mains competitive in the global are-
na," he said.

"Penang, as the second smallest
state in Malaysia, is making inroads
to ensure an adequate supply of in-
dustrial land in high-tech industrial
parks," Lee said.
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VIVU to sp
up vaccin
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ENANG’S next strate-
ng to speed up the Co-

vid-19 vaccination pro-
gramme is to set up mobile
vaccination units (MVUs).

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the MVUs would
make it easier for those liv-
ing in rural or out-of-town ar-
eas to receive their vaccine.

“We must reach out for
stragglers in overlooked
neighbourhoods, and plug
the gap in this nationwide
effort to combat Covid-19.

“This is aside from our
goal to set up more Covid-19
vaccination centres (PPVs),
conduct mass vaccination,
and to achieve herd immu-
nity by the end of October,”
Chow said.

He said the MVUs, if suc-
cessful, would focus on
reaching out to people liv-
ing in low-cost, low medium-
cost, and People’s Housing
Project (PPR) homes in the
state.

“The MVUs will be very im-
portant. The state will have

to conduct a thorough study
to identify the hard-to-reach
communities which require
such assistance,” Chow
said after visiting the PPV
at Loh Guan Lye Specialists
Centre in George Town on
June 18.

Chow said there were still
some potential premises
that have yet to obtain the
approval to operate as PPVs.

“l believe the approvals
will be received in due time.

“Previously, the federal
government had given its
assurance that vaccine sup-
plies will be increased from
July onwards.

“We hope to fully utilise
our existing and soon-to-be
PPVs to make the National
Covid-19 Immunisation Pro-
gramme (NIP) a success,”
Chow added.

Also present during the
visit were were State Sec-
retary Datuk Abdul Razak
Jaafar and State Tourism
and Creative Economy Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin.

They also visited the
PPV at Lam Wah Ee Hos-
pital.

Chow said he was happy
with the vaccination opera-
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tions at Lam Wah Ee Hospital.

“The hospital has stated
its capability and willing-
ness to increase its daily
capacity from 200 doses to
300 or 400.

“The State Secretary will
look into this together with
the Covid-19 Immunisation
Special Task Force (CITF)
committee,” Chow said.

The PPV in Lam Wah Ee is
now administering 200 dos-
es per day.

In a related development,
Chow said several PPVs in
Penang could still improve
their efficiency.

“I have visited many PPVs
in the state. There is still
room for improvement.

“We can obtain a better
output when we increase
our efficiency,” he said.

Support for

AS Putrajaya mulls making vac-
cination mandatory, several
Penangites interviewed by Bu-
letin Mutiara are of the opinion
that it should be made compul-
sory.

P. Ayappan Pappu, PDC Tele-
communica-
tions Services

Sdn Bhd CEO:
“It should
be made

compulsory
to contain fur-
ther  spread
of  Covid-19
infections on a large scale. |
have already received my first
jab and now waiting for the sec-
ond one. If you ask me, | would
definitely agree for it to be made

mandatory vaccination

compulsory because the cases
keep increasing daily. Long gone
are the days where our country
would only record two-digjt cas-
es. Now, we easily mark four dig-
its daily. This is worrying, and |
feel being vaccinated is our best
and last resort for now.”

Nur Izzati

practitioner:
“Manda-

tory vaccination

should have

been imple-

mented earlier

to prevent the

spread of new

Covid-19 cases. ltis not too late;

the authorities should act fast

and make it compulsory. But if

it ever happens, it is important

Mohamad, media

to ensure it doesn’t jeopardise
people’s mental health as well
as their jobs. The Health Min-
istry should also ramp up the
vaccination programme to reach
the targeted herd immunity by
the end of October.”

Muhamad Hakim Azmi, college
student:

“If vaccination is made com-
pulsory, the government needs
to consider rewarding the people
in ways that can be beneficial to
them. For example, once an indi-
vidual has received both doses,
he or she should be lifted off the
inter-state /district travel restric-
tions. This way, the government
could possibly receive better
response from the public if vac-
cination is made compulsory.”

Ensure smooth supply of
vaccines, Putrajaya told

THE federal government must
ensure a smooth supply of
vaccines without any disrup-
tion, Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said.

“It is crucial for Penang to
receive consistent vaccine
supply. We have mobilised our
resources, and more Covid-19
vaccination centres (PPVs) are
already operating.

“We are working towards
achieving herd immunity by the
end of October this year,” he
said during his visit to KPJ Pen-
ang Specialist Hospital in Bukit
Mertajam on June 16.

The hospital is among the
many PPVs in Penang.

On the same day, he also
visited another PPV at the Se-
berang Jaya expo site.

Chow said Penang could
speed up its vaccination pro-
cess if it has adequate vaccine
supply.

“The number of new Covid-19
cases will also be reduced when
more people are vaccinated.

“The federal government,
through the Health Ministry,
must ensure smooth delivery of
vaccines to the PPVs,” he said.

Chow added it is important to
speed up the transition phases
of the National Recovery Plan
which was announced by the
Prime Minister.

Also present were state
Tourism and Creative Economy
Committee chairman  Yeoh
Soon Hin, Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) mayor Datuk

Rozali Mohamud, Central Se-
berang Perai police chief ACP
Shafee Abd Samad and KPJ
Penang chief executive officer
Zabidi Abdul Razak.

According to Chow, a total
of 900,860 people (65.9%) in
Penang had registered for the
National Covid-19 Immunisa-
tion Programme (NIP) as of
June 15.

“This is good as it shows
more than 60% of the popu-
lation in Penang have regis-
tered for the vaccination pro-
gramme.

“Meanwhile, a total of
170,419 people have re-
ceived their first dose; while
81,702 have completed their
second dose,” he said.

Meanwhile, Zabidi said a
total of 1,600 individuals had
been inoculated at KPJ Pen-
ang since it started operating
as a PPV on June 7.

“Each day, we will admin-
ister 200 doses of Covid-19
vaccine,” he added.

Over at the PPV at Se-
berang Jaya expo site, Central
Seberang Perai health officer
Dr Noraishah Jaafar urged
all eligible Covid-19 vaccine
recipients to turn up for their
appointments.

“Our capacity is currently
600 recipients daily. We have
managed to vaccinate more
than 400 people daily. We
have yet to hit our capacity.
| am sure that can be im-
proved,” Noraishah said.
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SPM top scorers

share joy after
weathering
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ESPITE losing almost the whole
Dphysical academic year in 2020,

the recently announced SPM re-
sults saw some of the top scorers shar-
ing their joy after fighting against the
odds to do well in the exam.

Buletin Mutiara on June 11 inter-
viewed three students who did very well
despite the huge challenges.

Delilah Dzulkafli, 18, from Sekolah
Menengah Kebangsaan (SMK) Bukit

tough times

Jambul, said although the pandemic
had presented her with countless chal-
lenges, she was more grateful for the
privileges she had while preparing for
the examination.

“Electronic devices became an im-
portant part of our lives. Schools were
closed and we had to study online. How-
ever, there were not many students who
could afford these devices,” she said,
counting her blessings.

“It was harder to stay focused dur-
ing online classes, especially when they

Maximising online
UOW Malaysia KDU and INTI International
College Penang have been riding on the
virtual platforms to help their students
familiarise with the campuses, and to in-
crease student enrolment.

UOW Malaysia KDU Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Engagement) Assoc Prof Dr
Brian Imrie said its virtual platform was
overwhelmed on June 10, the same
day when the SPM 2020 results were
released.

“About 1,000 people visited our virtual
platform on June 10. We have the 360°
virtual open day experience where stu-
dents can virtually explore the range of
study options and view interactive video
content on our website,” he said.

UOW Malaysia KDU is part of the Uni-
versity of Wollongong (UOW) Australia
global network.

UOW is recognised among the
world’s top universities, and was re-
cently ranked #193 in the QS World
University Rankings 2022.

“To clearly communicate that we
are part of the UOW global network, a
global top 1% Australian institution, we
have introduced a mascot ‘Willis the
Wallaby’. She is a cheeky, but nerdy,
marsupial who is eager to invite new
friends to join her as she hops around
our Malaysian campuses.

“In Penang, we not only have a George
Town campus, but have recently opened a
new campus within Batu Kawan adjacent
to Design Village. Our experience is that
students identify with Willis and are willing
to join her,” Imrie said.

UOW Malaysia KDU’s coming se-
mester is starting in July, although
students can also still be accepted
into the May intake.

platforms

Meanwhile, INTI International Col-
lege Penang chief executive Hemal-
atha Murugiah said the college had
conducted many sharing sessions,
workshops, and webinars to provide
students an insight of what learning
is like at INTI, especially on its hybrid
mode of teaching.

Aakshay (seen here with Jagdeep) aims to
carry on the family tradition by becoming a

lawyer.

went on for hours.

“The exams were also postponed
twice and the stress was just too much
to bear. | almost gave up.

“It wasn’'t easy to regain a positive
mindset,” she said.

Delilah, who scored 9As, said she list-
ed down her goals and started working
towards them.

“The support | received from my par-
ents, teachers and friends helped me in
my success,” Delilah said in a phone in-
terview.

Aakshay Singh Deo, 18, the son of
Penang state executive councillor Jag-
deep Singh Deo, said he is one step
closer to realising his dream of becoming
a lawyer — something which runs in the
family.

“I want to make my dad proud and

NEW'S

Nur Amelia (right) says staying strong
helped her to succeed.

I'm glad that he is after | showed him
my results.

“l thank my parents, teachers and
friends for motivating me to do my best.
My mum has never failed to inspire me,”
Aakshay, who scored 8As, said.

“l did a lot of self-study and | attended
online tuition classes. Online learning
was challenging,” Aakshay said.

Another student, Nur Amelia Mazlan,
18, from St. George’s Girls’ High School,
said it was important to stay positive and
confident when facing challenges.

“That made me do well in my SPM.

“Online learning was difficult. Not be-
ing able to study with friends or to have
physical classes, it was just unbearable.

“Nevertheless, | realised that it was
crucial to stay strong and keep pushing
forward.
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HE Penang Housing
TBoard is set to ramp up

the state’s efforts in
delivering 220,000 units of
various affordable homes by
2030.

It is understood that the
Penang Housing Board came
into full operations from Jan-
uary this year.

State Housing, Local Gov-
ernment, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said the
Housing Board would call for
a tender by the end of this
month for interested con-
tractors to participate
in its first affordable
housing project on
Penang island.

This is in line with
the Penang2030 vision
which is to realise “A Family-
Focused Green and Smart
State that Inspires the Na-
tion”.

Jagdeep said the effort is
the start of many initiatives
to come.

“The project, which will
consist of 253 low medium-
cost units and 1,014 afford-

able units, is set to be built
on a land measuring 7.6
acres in size that has been
identified in Bukit Gedung,
Bayan Baru.

“The low medium-cost unit
will be sold at RM72,500
and the affordable unit at
RM270,000.

“Facilities such as swim-
ming pool, gymnasium, mul-

tipurpose hall and chil-

dren’s playground will be
provided here.

“Twenty-one three-sto-

rey commercial units

will also be built,” Jag-

deep said during a vir-

tual press conference from

Komtar on June 14.

He said building works
are expected to start next
January and the project is
scheduled to be completed
in 2025.

Separately, Jagdeep said
from 2008 till now, a total
of 119,116 units of various
affordable homes have been
provided.

“A total of 38,149 have
been built, 18,519 are being
built, and 62,448 have been
approved to be built in Pen-
ang,” he said.

i

Housing Board to kickstart
first project next year

Six PPVs under Pikas in
Penang approved

SIX Covid-19 vaccination cen-
tres (PPVs) under the Public-
Private Partnership Covid-19
Industry  Immunisation Pro-
gramme (Pikas) in Penang have
been approved, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said.

Chow, in a media release
on June 21, said the approval
would intensify the immunisa-
tion process involving the in-
dustrial sector in Penang.

“The six approved PPVs under
Pikas are at Bukit Jawi Golf Re-
sort, Hotel Equatorial, Intel Tech-
nology Sdn Bhd, Jabil Circuit Sdn
Bhd, Plexus Manufacturing Sdn
Bhd and Inari Amertron Berhad.

“The PPVs at Intel Technology
Sdn Bhd, Jabil Circuit Sdn Bhd,
and Plexus Manufacturing Sdn
Bhd are in Bayan Lepas while the
PPV at Inari Amertron Berhad is
in Batu Kawan.

“All the PPVs shall continue
to operate, including provid-
ing (vaccination) services to
the staff of other companies,
until the vaccination is fully

completed involving the (in-
dustrial) sector,” Chow said.

He said that the state had
taken various approaches,
which include reaching out to
organisations to ensure that no
groups are left out in the vac-
cination programme.

“Data from the Penang Health
Department (as of June 20)
showed that 3,513 residents
and guardians from the care cen-
tres for the elderly had received
the Covid-19 vaccines.

“Ninetythree care centres
for the elderly in Penang have
also been visited under the pro-
gramme,” he said.

Chow said between January
and June 20 this year, 101 fac-
tories have been ordered to shut
following the spread of Covid-19.

“Forty-five factories were
from Central Seberang Perai,
36 from the southwest dis-
trict, 14 from South Seberang
Perai and three each from
North Seberang Perai and the
northeast district,” he said.

Getting bedridden folk to vaccination centres

BEDRIDDEN folk in Air [tam who
need transport to the Covid-19
vaccination centres (PPVs) need
not fret.

Air ltam assemblyman Joseph
Ng Soon Siang said his service
centre has collaborated with St
John Ambulance Penang to ferry
them to the PPVs.

“All they need is to call our
service centre at least two
days earlier for the St John
volunteers to make the neces-
sary arrangements.

“My team at the service
centre will take down the par-
ticulars of the patients and
then forward the information
to St John Ambulance.

“After that, the volunteers
from St John will make the nec-
essary arrangements to send
the patients to the PPVs,” he
told Buletin Mutiara.

Ng added that the pro-
gramme, which was launched
recently, mainly caters to Air ltam

St John volunteers taking a bedridden patient to the

vaccination centre.

residents who are bedridden.

“We decided to collaborate
with St John Ambulance since its
center is situated in my constitu-
ency.

“When we approached them
1o join hands with us to help the
community, they responded posi-
tively,” said Ng.

Besides that, Ng said he has
also initiated another collabora-
tion, that is with the Eden Handi-

cap service centre, to help the
disabled get to the vaccination
centres.

“This service also requires
an appointment, maybe two
or three days earlier. This is to
ensure smooth transportation
for those who need help,” Ng
added.

For further enquiries, con-
tact Ng’s Air Itam service cen-
tre at 016-4219143.
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ENANG has made the
Pinstallation of fibre optic

cables mandatory for all
new housing schemes and build-
ings in @ move to accelerate the
development of its telecommuni-
cations infrastructure.

State Transport and Infra-
structure Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari (pix) said Pen-
ang has enforced fibre optic in-
stallation as a basic utility on par
with water and electricity supply.

“Penang is the first state in
Malaysia to do so. We are now
in the process of replacing out-
dated copper cables and are
expecting to complete this pro-
cess by the end of next year.

“Fibre is to pave the way for
faster internet. So, fibre is our
focus. We want to be fiberised
as soon as possible,” Zairil
told Buletin Mutiara in an in-
terview recently.

Zairil said it is compulsory for
developers of new housing de-
velopments or buildings to instal
fibre optic cables when seeking
planning permission from the lo-
cal council just like the need to
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Penang steps up
fiberisation plan

provide water and electricity sup-
ply, without which the developers
could not obtain the Certificate
of Completion and Compliance
(CCC) for their finished project.

He said the fibre optic installa-
tion, however, is not compulsory
if you build a single house.

For old housing schemes,
Zairil said the state has al-
lowed telecommunication
companies to lay fibre optic
cables in existing “longkang”
(drains) to minimise cost.

The fiberisation is part of the
Penang Connectivity Master Plan
(PCMP) which the state govern-
ment introduced in 2019 to de-
velop its telecommunications in-
frastructure as well as to realise
its aim of a gigabit city.

According to Zairil, the deci-
sion by the Penang government
to make fibre optic installation

mandatory has received recogni-
tion and praise from the Malay-
sian Communications and Multi-
media (MCMC) Minister Datuk
Saifuddin Abdullah through a
media statement late last year.
“This  Covid-19  situation
shows us how important it is to
have a stable and fast internet
as people have to work from
home and students have to em-
bark on online learning during
the lockdown. Now, we begin to
appreciate and value the impor-
tance of a good telecommunica-
tions infrastructure,” said Zairil.
He said the PCMP is in line

with the Penang2030 vision
of “A Family-Focused Green
and Smart State that Inspires
the Nation” that Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow had envis-
aged for the state during the
launch in 2018.

He added that on May 11,
2019, Chow had met the
chiefs of seven major telcos
and the MCMC in their first
meeting to discuss the state’s
desire to enhance its telecom-
munications infrastructure.

A special task force was
formed with Chow as the chair-
man to coordinate, plan and
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implement all matters related to
telecommunications in the state
with the tagline, “Facilitated by
the State, Guided by MCMC and
Delivered by Telcos”.

“To date, the implementation
of the PCMP is 48% complete,
while another 20% is in progress
and the remaining 32% will be
implemented according to the
set time period.

“As of the first quarter of
2021, Penang has achieved
99.68% of 4G LTE (Long Term
Evolution) network in populated
areas compared to the national
rate of 93.77%."
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NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks No Tel/ No Faks

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

[T; 04 - 827 8868
F

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN

jawi@dappg.org

YB Goh Choon Aik [T& 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 -594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
lim nen nang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

M

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.38 BAYAN LEPAS N.01 PENAGA
YA|36Chow K(o;n YOeOW [Tg 04-2260218 YB /k\DzruI Mahathir Aéiz " 81 - gﬁ‘; %‘;72 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T)
_govV. - ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com - 7
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218 N.02 BERTAM }T) 013 - 430 6400
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL N.39 FULAU BETONG YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq P) 04 -576 7606
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul T) 04 - 575 6526 gL, ;
YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail T) 04 - 866 0214 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
NELUTRE H 04- 575 6526 : m YB Nor Hafizah Othman
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 9131 N.05 SUNGAI DUA (T)
ramasamy@penang.gov.my. [F{ 04 - 383 9131 YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor
N.10 SEBERANG JAYA T) 04 - 390 5109
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU "
YE’ Phge BOOnhP@Oh (T) Oolé_ %%%053205 YB Dr. Afif Bahardin EF% 04 -390 5109
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; -
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745 yB2Z‘I lS&Jf{\l%AI I3]6.«CHEH M
ulkifli lbrahim
N.12 PENANTI n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin [T% 04 - 538 2871
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871 N.40 TELUK BAHANG
N.15 PADANG LALANG YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim (1)
YB Chong Eng T) 04 - 530 3028
chong.eng@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 530 3028 PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks
DAP PENANG HQ
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT N.01 PENAGA
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo T) 04 - 226 2464 dappg@sireamyx.com 042208482 Aida Yusof Rawar (T) 019 - 338 2668
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464 gidayusofrawa@gmail.com
N.37 BATU MAUNG -
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain T) 04 - 626 1442 Al ()&= B2 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com F) 04 - 626 1442 Rosli Hasan (T) 010 - 468 5990
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04 - 3310163 R ,’:‘,\'oﬁgu{‘lGAl Eg\%d oo 1019 - 415 3850
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA ond. lavpel - Ranman -
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04 - 890 3866 hajifek@gmail.com

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

TIADA PERGERAKAN, TIADA JANGKITAN!

048278868 POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 P 04-656 4131
AN Ml T) 04 - 227 7068 & PENYELAMAT 04-398 8807
o e e ) 04557 7058 DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
o ToK AvE TEmE OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
: HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 ]
YB Mustafa K | T) 04 - 351 1732 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
e L ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA (PCT) 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
N.09 BAGAN DALAM _
A ANy T S5 SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957 FERI &%E?TTE%\EVT(?%HN)) Drg053ee
neLugundaion s Gmaleom PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255 JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
N.11 PERMATANG PASIR _
N.11 PERMATANG PASIR__ P KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

Saluran Rasmi Kempen Penang Lawan Covid-19

wg:rfk,oﬁgg oo 1017 - 813 3509 WCC (Women's Centfre for Change) 04-228 0342 EE\'&SQIIPK&%E\%RUNDUNGAN 04-829 4046
berapif@dappg.org H 04 - 540 0006 Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG gjgg} ]5}82%
YB Lee Khai L T) 013-399 0519 -

kllee%%@g%oﬁ.%%m [F{ 04 - 551 1442 SOCSO 04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555
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uStory by Riadz Akmal
"Pix by Muhamad Amir Irsyad
Omar

AVING retired after more
chan 20 years as a se-

curity staff member with
Malaysia Airlines (MAS), Abdul
Rahman Mad Taib, 74, decided
to try something new.

Seeing the potential of
“madu kelulut” (stingless bee
honey) in generating income,
the septuagenarian started to
get involved in the business
six years ago.

Now, he has a total of 30
“kelulut” hives that are kept
in separate boxes at the com-
pound of his house in Pondok
Upeh, Balik Pulau.

Abdul Rahman said each hive
could produce between 2kg and
3kg of honey per month.

“l got interested in the busi-
ness when | visited a friend in
Bangi, Selangor, many years
ago. He was selling the kelulut
honey and was earning between
RM3,000 and RM4,000 monthly.

“But the kelulut honey
was rarely found in Balik Pu-

Sweet returnsi
new venture 7

lau back then.

“| felt the timing was right and
it was an opportunity for me to
invest in the business.

“| attended a few training pro-
grammes and courses by the
state Agriculture Department
to know more about the kelu-
lut honey. | learned about the
characteristics, the harvesting
technigues and others before
starting my business,” he told
Buletin Mutiara when met at his
house recently.

A close-up view of Abdul Rahman

extracting the ‘kelulut’ honey
from the hive.

Abdul Rahman said he chose
to breed the Heterotrigona ita-
ma because that type of spe-
cies would be able to produce a
large amount of honey.

“It is also easy to breed. |
plant suitable flower plants near
the hives to ease pollination
and to promote the production
of honey,” he added.

Abdul Rahman said the “ke-
lulut” honey has a rather unique
sweet-sour taste.

“It could be due to the in-
fluence of multiflora resourc-
es such as pollen grains and
tree resins.

How about
trying some
of Abdul
Rahman’s

* ‘kelulut’
honey.

R\

“The colour of the ‘kelulut’
honey will turn slightly darker
over time,” he said.

Abdul Rahman said he on-
ly sells pure, original “kelu-
lut” honey.

“The price for a bottle of
125ml ‘kelulut’ honey is RM45,
while a 500ml bottle is RM160.

“Besides Penang, | have also
marketed my honey in Kuala
Lumpur. It has received over-
whelming response from the lo-
cal community.”

Those interested in buying the
“kelulut” honey can contact Ab-
dul Rahman at 012-482 8131.

Former Covid-19 patients
grateful to be alive

AFTER a harrowing experi-
ence of witnessing the sudden
death of a Covid-19 patient,
AIMY founder Amirul Izzulis has
strongly encouraged the public
not to take the virus lightly but
to quickly register for vaccina-
tion.

He said there are people who
shrug off the danger posed by
the virus, thinking they are strong

and would not be infected.

“I was in a Covid ward with
six other patients. | was hap-
pily chatting away with one
uncle who was on my adjacent
bed. He had been admitted to
the hospital for 11 days and
was told that he would be dis-
charged. He phoned to tell his
family the news and had pre-
pared his things to go home. He

looked normal and well.

“Then suddenly at midnight,
he had a severe bout of cough-
ing and was struggling for
breath. He coughed up blood.
| quickly called the nurses and
they came to help him. But
around 3am, one doctor came
and | saw him wrap up the
man’s body.

“I was shocked. | cannot
forget this incident. Because
of this trauma, | sometimes |
dream about it,” Amirul said
during an online Covid-19
Chat with Ex-Patients which
was organised by Penang

Youth Development Corpora-
tion (PYDC) via Stream Yard
recently.

The chat was broadcast on
PYDC Facebook live.

Two other ex-Covid-19 pa-
tients — Nafizah Ameer Ali
and Ewe Pin — also shared
their experiences during the
chat, which was moderated
by PYDC’s Marcus Kam and
Charlene Ong.

“To some people, Covid-19
is nothing. It's not a joke. It's
a serious matter. | had terrible
gastritis and even when | took
plain water for three or four

days, | vomited it out.

“And | did not get back my
sense of taste and smell after
over a month,” said Nazirah.

Ewe Pin, a Penangite who is
working in Kuala Lumpur as a
senior project architect, said he
was fortunate to get a mild case
of Covid-19.

He initially had sore throat,
then headache, followed by nau-
sea and vomiting.

“l just stayed at home and
worked from home. | ordered
food online every day during my
self-quarantine for 14 days and
the security guards were kind to
put them at my door,” Ewe Pin
recalled.

“Now, | want to live life to the
fullest,” he said.

For administrative clerk Na-
zirah, she first suffered body
aches and thought it was due to
her menstrual cycle. But when
she lost her sense of taste and
smell, she found out she was
stricken with the virus.

However, her family mem-
bers, friends and neighbours
were supportive and offered to
help her.
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niqueness of kebaya

uStory by Edmund Lee
=Pix courtesy of Adrian Cheah

the kebaya is often associ-
ated with the community as
it showcases their identity
and heritage.

The kebaya itself is
an eclectic combina-
tion of the finest
European fabrics
paired with multi-
coloured Java
nese batik sa-

rongs.

To com-
plete the
entire en-
semble,
fine acces-
sories like
a "cucuk
sanggul"
(hairpin),

silver belt

for  securing
the sarong,
and a pair of
beaded slippers
(known as "ka-
sut manek")

IN the Peranakan culture,

adorn the wearer - thus provid-
ing a distinct look synonymous
with the Nyonyas.

In an exclusive interview with
Buletin Mutiara recently, Adrian
Cheah (pix), who is a Baba from
the Peranakan community, of-
fered some fascinating insights
into the uniqueness of the attire.

According to him, a clear ob-
servation reveals that the cre-
ativity element lies in the heart
of Peranakan community, assim-
ilating and welcoming all that is
beautiful around them.

"The intricate embroidery on
the kebaya, often crafted by the
Nyonyas themselves in the old
days, shows the level of crafts-
manship and skill they pos-
sessed.

"To me, these intrinsic quali-
ties are important in understand-
ing the values they hold and
should not be glossed over. Their
identities lie within themselves.

"When | was young, | was
constantly reminded to sit up
straight and not to slouch. Re-
search tells us the benefits of
good posture, from breathing
to digestion, and from blood

circulation to health.

"Likewise for Nyonyas, pos-
ture was important back then
because they wanted to look
taller and give a better impres-
sion, and they did not want to
crease their beautiful kebayas,"
said Cheah, who is the photogra-
pher and designer for the "Never
Forgetting Balik Pulau" book.

He said completing a kebaya
is a painstaking process and
may take weeks, often featuring
intricate motifs of flowers, birds
and butterflies.

The translucent kebaya is
usually worn over a camisole
and secured at the front by a
set of three interlinked brooches
known as "keronsang" in Malay.

"The kebaya is a master
piece, always matched with a
beautiful sarong.

"Do you even know that in
Penang, the nyonya kebaya was
known as 'Puah Th'ng Tay'?"

Cheah added that govern-
ment, private, and public en-
terprises could play a role in
promoting kebaya to appreciate
its beauty and craftsmanship as
well as to encourage more arti-
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A Nyonya from the
Peranakan community looks
stunning in a kebaya.

sanship in the field.

"The Chinese Peranakan
community in Penang always
celebrates its rich cultural heri-
tage, wearing the kebaya being
among the practices.

"Since wearing kebaya is not
reserved to only the Nyonyas, |
would highly encourage that it be
welcomed by all, enabling its ap-
peal to widen.

"A Nyonya will also look good
in a sari, so let us celebrate all
that is beautiful around us and
not compartmentalise and push
everything into labelled boxes."
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Caring for needy
in Bukit Tambun

HE Bukit Tambun ser-
Tvice centre is consis-

tently helping its con-
stituents from the underprivi-
leged group during the tough
times caused by Covid-19.

Bukit Tambun assemblyman
Goh Choon Aik said his service
centre has given out more than
5,000 food packages and a
total of 3,500 food baskets to
the needy since the first move-
ment control order (MCO 1.0)
last year.

“| started the food distribu-
tion programme with the aim of
helping as many people as we
can from the underprivileged
group, regardless of their race,

religion and political views. We
will not leave anyone behind,
especially in these trying times.

“As their elected represen-
tative, it is my responsibility to
take care of them and ensure
that they get the necessary as-
sistance regularly.

“Among those we assist are
from the B40 group, those who
have lost their jobs and source
of income due to Covid-19, se-
nior citizens and others.

“We also help those who are
under home quarantine due to
Covid-19,” Goh said after giving
out the food necessities to the
underprivileged families in Val-
dor on June 10.

According to Goh, his office
also tries its best to ensure
most of the recipients are regis-
tered to receive any form of as-
sistance from the Social Welfare
Department, Pusat Zakat Negeri
Pulau Pinang and Penang’s i-Se-
jahtera programme as well.

“With this, we can at least
reduce their burden and also
reduce the number of people
who need to be helped in this
constituency.

“At the same time, if any
family in Bukit Tambun is in dire
need of help in terms of food
supply, please do not hesitate to
come to our service centre. We
will try our best to lend a hand.

@d]](@) tingfalfood|
pack pll‘l;%ipients.

“Over the years, we have al-
so helped some of them to set
up businesses and become
independent to generate their
own income.

“We helped them apply for
a licence from Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP) and pro-

vide equipment as long as they
have the will to change their
lives,” he added.

“Meanwhile, during the cur-
rent MCO 3.0, we give out 50
to 100 food packages each day
from Monday to Friday in the
constituency,” he said.

Explore Pastel Nagomi Art
as way to de-stress

AS the Covid19 pandemic
rages on, it’s important to stay
focused and calm to reduce the
stress level during this difficult
time.

Aside from the usual sweat-
ing out at their respective work-
outs or exercises, or even medi-
tating, art is considered one of
the ways to soothe one’s soul.

If you think it's too good to
be true, then it’s time to ex
plore the beauty of Pastel Na-
gomi Art!

In reality, not many people
have ever come across Pastel
Nagomi Art, which originated
from Japan.

This unique art is said to
have a therapeutic effect.

A 39-year-old primary school
teacher in Butterworth gave Bu-
letin Mutiara an inkling of what
the craft is like.

During the hourlong virtual
session, the soft-spoken Teoh
Hui Sien shared her journey
and experience of picking up
the skills in 2014.

Teoh, who teaches Mandarin
and Art, said she was exposed
to Pastel Nagomi Art at Wing
Art Centre in Butterworth seven
years ago.

“When | began to learn it,
| found it to be so fascinating
that it can help you relax your
mind.

“It's really fun too as you
can choose whichever colour or

sketch to express your feelings.

“One can create a beauti-
ful and hearttouching artwork
through all these simple yet
unigue ways of painting tech-
niques.

“Hence, after learning it for
a couple of years, | opened a
class in 2020. | hope to expose
more people to this art form,”
she said.

Teoh said she ran her class
on weekends for one and a
half hours in each session. Her
students range from five to 70
years old.

“For most of the kids in my
class, | would advise them not
to be engrossed with the colour
or even sketch.

“What you need to do is to
motivate them and they would
easily come out with their art
pieces. There’s no right or
wrong when producing art piec-
es. It's a matter of enjoying the
process,” she said.

“My motto that | have been
championing all this while is
simple, which is ‘Everyone Can
Draw’. There’s no boundary!”

Teoh said while it was impor-
tant for kids to do well in the
academic field, it was also im-
portant to nurture their passion
and hone their artistic skills.

“During this lockdown pe-
riod, we can all find something
worthwhile to spend time on,”
she said.
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