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Frontliners get

housmg priority
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LMOST 7,000 civil servants, who
Aare among the frontliners in the

Covid-19 battle, have been provid-
ed low-cost, low medium-cost and afford-
able homes by the Penang government
since 2008.

State Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning Commit-
tee chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo said
the state would continue to provide
these homes to the lower-income
group even when the Covid-19 pan-
demic is still raging.

He said for instance, there are
over 5,000 frontline staff from the
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
and Seberang Perai City Council (MB-
SP) and 6,000 police personnel from
the Penang police contingent serving
as frontliners.

“We want to ensure that only those
who are eligible are selected. We give pri-
ority to the frontliners, including all our civ-
il servants, who are exposed to so much
risk. For the record, a total of 6,695 civil
servants have received the units.

“Business must go on; people need a roof
over their heads. This morning, we continue
with our work to select 1,000 individuals for
these homes,” Jagdeep told a press confer-
ence via Zoom from Komtar on May 24.

He said Penang has set a target of
building 200,000 such units by 2030 and

KEY TO BETTER FUTU RE. .. Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow giving the offer letter a;ld key to son11.e1 reclple.nts

of the rent-to-own housing project in Simpang Ampat, Nibong Tebal while state Local Government, Housing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo (third from left), Sungai Bakap assemblyman Datuk Dr Amar Pritpal Abdullah (sixth from left)
and Seberang Perai City Council mayor Datuk Rozali Mohamud (right) look on. - SEE P2 FOR FULL STORY

has so far achieved 53.2% or 117,049
units (that have been built, in the process
of being built and approved to be built).

Commenting on the 80% government
servants to work from home (WFH) under
the tightened standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs), Jagdeep said the instruc-
tion was not a green light to relax at home
because “we have a lot of services to be
delivered”.

He reiterated that discipline in observ-

ing the SOPs was the key to overcoming
Covid-19.

In addition, he also encouraged the
public to register for the National Covid-19
Immunisation Programme.

To underline the seriousness of the Co-
vid-19 situation, Jagdeep said the country
registered a record 6,976 cases while
Penang reported 372 cases on May 23,
its second highest after registering 395
cases on May 13.

“As the number of Covid-19 cases
rises, all of us should rise and step up
our fight against the virus,” said Jagdeep,
adding that both MBPP and MBSP have
been instructed to up the ante in the Co-
vid-19 fight.

As of May 24, he said the two local au-
thorities have conducted a total of 1.88
million checks on premises on both island
and mainland and found the SOP compli-
ance rate to be above 99 per cent.




RTO scheme to

help lower iIncome
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HE newlycompleted Taman
T Sejahtera Rakyat housing proj-

ect in Simpang Ampat near
Nibong Tebal has been successfully
converted into a rentto-own (RTO)
housing scheme.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the RTO housing scheme is
part of the state government’s ini-
tiative to tackle the issue of high
loan rejection rates for firsttime
home buyers, especially for afford-
able housing.

“The project’s construction start-
ed in 2018 and its cost of RM5.5

group own a house

million was fully borne by the Pen-
ang government.

“The project obtained the Certifi-
cate of Compliance and Completion
(CCC) on April 8.

“Now, all the 41 units would be
given to those from the lower-in-
come group to buy their first home
through the scheme.

“This shows that the state gov-
ermment is committed to helping
the lower-income group to put a roof
over their heads.

“Itis also hoped with this project,
it will become a game changer in
improving the social and economic
status of the local residents in the
area,” Chow said in his speech at

the offer letter and key handover
ceremony for the rentto-own hous-
ing scheme at Taman Sejahtera
Rakyat on May 9.

Also present were state Local
Government, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh Deo, Sungai
Bakap assemblyman Datuk Dr
Amar Pritpal Abdullah, Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) mayor
Datuk Rozali Mohamud, Penang
Development Corporation (PDC)
chief executive officer Datuk Mo-
hd Bazid Abd Kahar and Penang
Housing Board general manager
Ainul Fadhilah Samsudi.

Chow said a total of 10 recipi-
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This family is happy they are one of the recipients of a house

under the rent-to-own scheme.

ents have received the offer let-
ters and another 19 their hous-
ing keys.

“The Housing Board will choose
the next batch of recipients soon to
be handed the offer letters for the
remaining units,” he added.

Through the scheme, Chow said
tenants would have to pay RM300
monthly (each unit costs RM72,500)
for a 15year period without any in-
terest before the home ownership
could be transferred to them.

Each unit has three bedrooms
and one bathroom.

According to Jagdeep, currently
there are 2,474 housing units under
the RTO scheme in Penang.

“Our goal is to have 22,000 RTO
units by 2030. We are also looking
forward to adding more units to be
rolled out under the RTO scheme.

“This shows that the state gov-
ernment is taking the housing issue
very seriously and we care for our
people,” he said.
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(Back row, second from left) Nurul Izzah, Chow, Syed Abdullah and Norlela with some of the recipients of the smart devices.

B40 students receive smartphones, free data

A TOTAL of 500 students in Permatang
Pauh received smartphones and free
data under the “Learn From Home” pro-
gramme by YTL Foundation.

The programme was initiated to equip
B40 students with the necessary devic-
es needed for online learning during the
pandemic.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow com-
mended Permatang Pauh MP Nurul Izzah
Anwar for initiating the collaboration with
YTL Foundation.

“The collaboration lightens the bur-
den of the students and their family
members.

"I understand that Nurul Izzah also
came up with other initiatives, such as
the 'Kita Belajar' programme since the
implementation of the movement control
order (MCO) to help the Permatang Pauh
students with their studies.

“Kudos for the effort. Please continue
the good work and care for the well-be-
ing of the rakyat,” Chow said during the
smartphone and free data handover cer-

emony at the Ng Yam Huat Hall in Bukit
Mertajam on May 8.

Chow said that the pandemic has
shifted the educational landscape.

"Teachers and students are required
to adapt to the changes, which include
online learning, and making sure that
learning proceeds uninterrupted by the
pandemic.

"Penang is among the earliest
states to set up the 'E-Learning Com-
puter Programme' task force to assist
the education sector in adapting to the
new normal.

"The task force, which was formed
in May last year, has distributed 1,742
computers and 279 smartphones to de-
serving students.

"We are blessed to have overwhelm-
ing support from our industry partners,
such as YTL Foundation, to provide a
conducive learning environment for our
children," Chow said.

He added that the state, under the
Penang Connectivity Master Plan, was

working towards upgrading digital infra-
structure in the state.

"This is in line with the National
Fiberisation and Connectivity Plan
(NFCP)," he said.

Meanwhile, YTL Corporation Berhad
executive director Syed Abdullah Syed
Abd Kadir said the smartphones which
were contributed would be equipped with
a free 10GB data (monthly) for a period
of 12 months.

“Through this collaboration with YES
(a subsidiary of YTL Corporation), we
are giving out smartphones and free
data to help needy students have a
better online learning experience,”
Syed Abdullah said.

Nurul lzzah, who was also present,
hoped more telcos would come forward
and enhance the internet connectivity in
the state, especially in rural areas.

Also present was state Agrotech and
Food Security, Rural Development and
Health Committee chairman Dr Norlela
Ariffin.

Feeding the homeless
and B40 community

ROSE Charities Malaysia is looking forward to
feeding the homeless and the B40 community
when the “Feed the Homeless & B40 Food Aid
Appeal” project starts on June 19.

The project was launched on May 8, but it
has been rescheduled to start from June 19
due to the movement control order (MCO).

It is a collaboration between Rose Charities
Malaysia, Pertubuhan Wanita Mutiara Pulau
Pinang, Council of the Justices of the Peace
Association, Whytehouse Education Group and
several corporate organisations.

Rose Charities Malaysia president Datuk
Lawrence Cheah said the project was aimed at
helping the less fortunate during this challeng-
ing period.

“The contributions and support from spon-
sors will enable us to prepare lunch packs for
the needy for four Saturdays,” he said recently.

Pertubuhan Wanita Mutiara Pulau Pinang
president Tan Lean Kee, who launched the proj-
ect in Codrington Avenue on May 8, said the
“Feed the Homeless & B40 Food Aid Appeal”
project was very meaningful.

“We should try to make a difference in the
lives of others.

“Covid-19 has affected our lives, but it failed
to make us less human towards one another.

“On the contrary, it made us more sensitive
towards the plight of our neighbours,” Tan, who
is the wife of Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
said.

Tan said the lunch packs would be prepared
by the volunteers from Rose Charities Malaysia
and Pertubuhan Wanita Mutiara Pulau Pinang.

The project is aimed at feeding some 200
needy people every Saturday, beginning June 19.
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OULD you believe that
a three-storey house
with a built-up area of

800sq ft or 1,500sqg ft can be
built within four weeks and cost
RM250,000 and RM395,000 re-
spectively in Penang?

Well, that is what housing devel-
oper Slimhaus Technology Sdn Bhd
plans to do at the end of this year or
early next year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who attended the preview launch
of the proposed affordable hous-
ing project on May 8, congratu-
lated Slimhaus for using the in-
dustrialised building system (IBS)
technology to build a total of 199
terrace units on a 7.2-acre land at
Jalan Pantai Acheh in Balik Pulau.

“We had built affordable landed
houses before but for affordable
landed and IBS type, this is prob-
ably the first project in Penang,

“This (technology) is not new. But
to be able to build and complete
a three-storey house within four
weeks using prefabricated compo-
nents is something we have not yet
seen here. So, congratulations for
achieving this milestone and revolu-
tionising the construction industry.

“IBS technology is the evolution
and future of the construction in-
dustry. Although it has been used
in Malaysia since 1966 through the
fabrication of pre-cast concrete, de-
veloped countries such as Japan,
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Bulldmg a three-star
house in four weeks

Korea, China and in the European
region have experienced rapid tech-
nological advancement compared to
Malaysia,” Chow said in his speech
in Batu Maung where he was later
invited to a two-storey show unit that
was set up although the project is to
be built in Balik Pulau.

He added that prefabricated con-
crete homes had been built in Rifle
Range and Noordin Street Ghaut
decades ago.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee  chairman  Jagdeep
Singh Deo, who was also present,
said he was delighted that Slim-
haus was going to participate in
building more affordable homes in
the state.

“The provision of affordable
housing is one of the priorities in
the Penang2030 vision outlined
by the Chief Minister some three
years ago.

“The state has increased its tar-
get of building 180,000 affordable
homes to 220,000 units by 2030.

“I've been advising housing de-
velopers to build more affordable
homes for Penangites.

“It's not easy but from the over-
hang of 3,000 units in Penang, only
60 units were from the low-cost cat-
egory.”

Slimhaus Technology chief ex-
ecutive officer Gerald Chin said his
company has come a long way to
realising his dream of building de-
cent and affordable homes.

He said Slimhaus has plans to
build 40 units (1,500sq ft) and 100
units (800sq ft) for the first phase
and the remainder 55 units for the
second phase. The three-storey
terrace houses, he said, would be
gated and freehold.

He expects the ground-breaking
ceremony to be held at the end of
this year or beginning of next year
and the whole project to take eight
months to complete.

So far, Chin said they have re-
ceived 70% registration for the proj
ect which would be built first before
the houses are sold. He said only
those earning less than RM10,000
per month (or combined earnings)
could qualify for the affordable
homes.

Also present at the preview
launch ceremony were state En-
trepreneurial Development, Trade
and Industry Committee chairman
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain, who
is also the Batu Maung assembly-
man, Bayan Baru MP Sim Tze Tzin,
and Slimhaus Technology directors
Cheng Kwong Whee and Kua Soo
Leong.

Using CCTVs with audio to remind people to follow SOPs

DO not be surprised if you suddenly
hear a voice reminding you to ad-
here to the standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs) when you are out
on the streets.

This comes following the Pen-
ang government’s move to adopt
technology from the closed-circuit
television cameras (CCTVs) to re-
mind people on the importance of
adhering to SOPs.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman  Jagdeep
Singh Deo said there is a total of
175 CCTVs equipped with voice
features in the state, with 150 on
the island and 25 on the mainland.

He said announcements would
be made by both Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) and the Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) through
the speakers from the CCTVs to re-

Officers manning the 10C in Komtar keep an eye on SOP
compliance.

mind people to follow SOPs.

“For instance, every 30 min-
utes, there will be an announce-
ment to ensure SOPs are followed.

“If the crowds are still gathering
and do not practise physical dis-
tancing when reminders are made,
then the MBPP and MBSP officers
will be on the ground to act accord-

ingly,” he told a press conference
at the Intelligence Operation Centre
(10C) in Komtar.

Jagdeep said the 175 CCTVs
equipped with voice features are
part of the 1,243 CCTVS installed
throughout the state.

The island has 1,001 CCTVs
while the mainland has 242.
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(foreground,
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Chin, Jagdeep

| and Abdul Halim
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PDC man through and
through.
That briefly describes

Datuk Mohd Bazid Abd Kahar
(pix), chief executive officer (CEOQ)
of Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC).

Mohd Bazid joined PDC in 1979
as a technician and then became
a town planner in 1983 after tak-
ing up a course under the Educa-
tion Assistant Programme that was
financed by PDC.

Climbing up the corporate lad-
der, he was eventually promoted to
be CEO in February 2019.

PDC has undoubtedly played a
pivotal role in the transformation
of the state since it was formed
52 years ago with Datuk Seri Chet
Singh as its first general manager.

It continues to focus on its prin-
cipal activities such as industrial
park development, township devel-
opment, urban redevelopment, af-
fordable housing, and investments.

Today, the affable Mohd Bazid,
62, runs the state’s premier devel-
opment agency with a style of his
own to spearhead the socio-eco-
nomic growth of the state.

In an interview with Buletin Mu-
tiara recently, he spoke on a wide
range of subjects, including PDC’s
goals and new strategies, Covid-19
challenges, and future develop-
ment plans for Penang island.

He will touch on the develop-
ment plans for Seberang Perai on
another occasion.

Q: Datuk, could you tell us a bit of
PDC’s history and its journey thus
far?

A: PDC has been involved in the
planning and implementation of
development of Penang since the
1970s. It started with the opening
of the first industrial park in Bayan
Lepas. After that, the development
of Bandar Bayan Baru followed to
meet the needs and manpower of
this industrial park area.

After 50 years, the development
areas entrusted to PDC on the is-
land have matured. Therefore, PDC
is now involved in the planning and
implementation of urban redevelop-
ment and renewal here.

Q: When you took over PDC as its
CEO in 2019, you came out with
a five-year plan. What are its main
objectives?

A: We drew up a five-year Strategic
Plan 2019-2023. It is a compre-
hensive, focused action plan to en-
sure PDC continues to create new
growth centres, enhance the value

PDC - the past, present

of the assets that we have, support
the state government’s initiatives,
and strengthen our human capital.

Q: Land scarcity is a big issue on
the Penang island. What is PDC’s
plan?

A: A lot of land has been devel
oped in Penang island. Logically,
we have played our role with all
sorts of development — industrial,
commercial, and residential. And
we have been working closely with
InvestPenang.

But there are still vacant plots
that belong to PDC. We've 407
acres in Paya Terubong and 209
acres in Bukit Jambul hills. These
hilly lands are, however, very diffi-
cult to develop.

We want to do something there,
certainly not create a concrete
jungle. We are still thinking of ways
to develop them without disturbing
the environment.

Perhaps, | would say we may go
for durian plantations. For instance,
planting Musang King durian trees
for higher returns. At the same
time, the orchards can still become
a tourist attraction.

We will not slack on
maintaining Komtar
which houses the
state’s
administrative
centre.

Q: What about some small plots of
land that PDC still has?

A: These can either be sold or de-
veloped via joint ventures with pri-
vate companies. The trend nowa-
days is to provide global services
business (GBS) buildings for relat-
ed development.

Since 2017, PDC has built
two GBS buildings in Bayan Baru,
namely GBS @ Mayang and GBS
@ Mahsuri. They provide office
space for “light asset” companies
and business process outsourcing
(BPO) companies to increase their
operational efficiency. The two GBS
buildings are fully occupied, and
they bring PDC good money. We in-
tend to build a third GBS building,
embarking on this build and lease
programme to attract strategic in-
vestors to Penang.

Q: Even before the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the Penang state govern-
ment had proposed to the federal
government to expand Penang In-

ternational Airport to cater to its
burgeoning tourist arrivals. How
will PDC play its role here?

A: We have a piece of land, about
100 acres, next to the airport.
This is the only airport that is very
important for Penang’'s success.
Being a state agency, we have to
set it aside for the Penang airport
expansion.

There is talk of using the area
for warehousing. Whatever deci-
sion the federal government or
Transport Ministry makes, PDC
would like to partake in that devel-
opment.

Q: Any plan for land reclamation?
A: Yes, we also want to “create”
land again. We have identified 150
acres of land from Queensbay Mall
until the second Penang bridge for
waterfront development. In fact,
we have called for RFP (Request
for Proposal) and are now evaluat-
ing the proposals. If successful, |
believe this project will be a new
attraction.

Around 1975, PDC had re-
claimed 1,120 acres of land from
the Penang Bridge to Batu Maung.
The reclaimed land has enabled
Penang’s industrial sector to thrive
with various reputable factories
making huge investments in the
area.

Besides that, there is also a
residential, commercial develop-
ment and here is also the largest
shopping mall in the norther re-
gion, Queensbay Mall.

Q: Datuk, can you
please elaborate
on the Urban
Redevelopment
Plan?

A: Some of the
low-cost housing
apartments built
by PDC are quite
old. They may
have been built
some 40 years
ago. One such
building is the very
low-density  Mah-
suri flats in Bayan
Baru. There are five
blocks with each
block consisting of
only 60 units.

PDC has held talks
with the residents and
the area’s assembly-
man to get their feed-
back to tear down the
dilapidated buildings and
rebuild them with a mod-

The PDC building
in Bayan Baru.

ern design, better facilities, and
space.

From the feedback, many wel-
come the idea. The owners will get
new homes, new value, and new at-
mosphere. This project is expected

to start in 2022.

However, the Mahsuri ==

site does not belong to
PDC now. It is man-
aged by the flats’
management coun-
cil (MC) and there

are legal implications. The latest
is that the state Housing Board will
take over the case and PDC will
help facilitate and assist the board.
PDC has also bought back sev-
eral prefabricated factory units that
were built around the early
90s with the aim
of  redevelop-
ing them as
vertical fac-
tories  with
modern and
high-tech
designs.
We have
22 factory
units. This is
something new
for Penang and
we want to look
at how Sin-
gapore
did
it.



Q: Moving to George Town, what
is PDC’s focus?

A: We will try to enhance Komtar.
We will not slack on maintaining
Komtar which houses the state’s
administrative centre. Who does
not know the iconic Komtar? Only
World Group has invested quite
heavily to draw tourists there.
And we had spent close to RM11
million to renovate Level 2 and
Level 3 for the opening of the
Urban Transformation Centre
(UTC) in August last year. The
UTC houses several government
agencies for the convenience of
the public.

We have submitted a new
plan for Komtar Walk to have
some shops to serve the people
as well as to beautify the place
with a new landscape.

The nearby Sia Boey Urban
Archaeological Park that PDC

had rejuvenated in 2019
has proven to be a

hit. Just near-
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shop houses
stand. Our
PDC techni-
cal team is
looking into

turning them into outlets that
can attract the young.

Q: What are PDC’s investment
plans?

A: In addition to traditional activi-
ties, PDC is exploring to join REIT
(real estate investment trust)
with an appropriate partner to
generate income from selected
existing assets. This is one of
the mechanisms to ensure the
continuity of inflows to PDC which
will be used to fund future devel-
opment plans for the state.

We have factory buildings and
shop houses that are rented out
and during this Covid-19 pan-
demic, the recurring income gen-
erated from the rentals helped
save PDC.

PDC’s modus operandi was
to sell land or sell houses. Now,
when we have land, we want to
participate in the construction
and management of the projects
through our subsidiary compa-
nies like PDC Properties Sdn
Bhd, PDC Nusabina Sdn Bhd and
PDC Setia Urus Sdn Bhd.

To further generate revenue,
PDC is now going to get in-
volved with all types of housing
schemes. Why? We cannot just
stick to building low-cost housing
projects. This type of investment
is always a loss or unprofitable for
PDC. But that is the social work
we need to do. However, for us to
do that, we have got to revive or

Sim (second from left) with representatives of Zuwen Bina Sdn Bhd and recipients of the

digital devices.

Timely gift for needy students as
home-based learning returns

WITH home-based learning re-
implemented for two weeks af-
ter the recent Hari Raya Adilfitri,
the need for digital devices is
even more crucial for students
who are not able to purchase
them.

Knowing that there are still
many needy students, the Pen-
ang government has continued
with its Penang E-Learning Com-
puter Programme which was ini-
tiated last year.

The programme received a
big boost on May 7 when the
Malaysia Semiconductor Indus-
try Association, with the sup-
port of many of its members,
donated a total of over RM2 mil-
lion which could be used to buy
1,562 computers to help the
needy students.

In addition, there are efforts

get involved in high-end projects
for cross subsidisation. We have
four such projects lined up.

Q: Besides housing and indus-
trial development, what notable
infrastructure has PDC contrib-
uted to the community?
A: We, in PDC, do not get money
from the state or federal govern-
ments. People have the percep-
tion that PDC is “kaya” (rich).
Quite a lot of people misunder-
stand PDC. We, in fact, borrow
money from banks when we get
involved in housing projects.
Whatever profit we make, we
plough it back for the people.
You know, the stretch of ex-
pressway from the first Penang
Bridge to Batu Maung was fi-

being taken by other individuals
or representatives who are help-
ing to get sponsors to donate
computers on their own.

Bukit Mertajam MP Steven
Sim, for instance, handed 20 lap-
tops and 17 tablets to a group of
students at his service centre in
Bukit Mertajam on May 8.

He thanked Zuwen Bina Sdn
Bhd for donating 10 of the 20
laptops which were all given to
the upper secondary school
(Form 4, 5, 6) students and un-
dergraduates.

The tablets were handed to
the lower secondary students
(Form 1, 2, 3) and Year Four,
Five and Six pupils.

“Computers and other de-
vices are now a must in the e-
learning era. We realise that out
there, there are many needy stu-

nanced by PDC at a cost of RM98
million.

PDC also financed the entire
construction of the Penang State
Stadium in Batu Kawan on its
own 120 acres of land with a to-
tal cost of RM110 million.

We had also previously
sponsored the Penang state
football team.

Q: Lastly, what is the future of
PDC?
A: We need to acquire land so
that the next generation of PDC
staff can continue the develop-
ment work, just as the late Tun
Dr Lim Chong Eu did when he told
PDC to buy Batu Kawan.

We also need to participate in
viable projects with the private

dents whose families could not
afford to buy them.

“So far, we have given out
about 500 computers but we
have received 3,000 to 4,000
applications, including from oth-
er states.

“We won’t stop here but will
continue with this project. When-
ever we receive the computers
from sponsors, we will give them
out to those deserving ones,”
said Sim, adding that not only
those from B40 families are con-
sidered but also from the M40
group.

He said, for instance, a bread-
winner may be in the M40 group
but if he has lost his job during
this Covid-19 pandemic and has
four mouths to feed, his service
centre would consider his chil-
dren’s applications favourably.

sector, either through PDC or its
subsidiaries.

We are also looking beyond
Penang. We want to connect with
Kedah SEDC (State Economic
Development Corporation) and
Perak SEDC.

We have limited land but not
them. Perhaps, we can look at
building factories, for instance, in
Alor Pongsu, Taiping or Kamunt-
ing, if investors are interested.
They are not far away, and we
have a good network. Besides,
if the factories are built there,
more jobs are created.

| always believe that when we
enrich our neighbours, we also
enrich ourselves with the spill
over economy - just like the Sin-
gapore and Johor connection.
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Reskilling, Upskilling & New Skilling

PYDC Essential Skills Programme

June 2021 Series

STRENGTHEN YOUR PERSONAL COMPETENCY, BUILD A BETTER VERSION OF YOU
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PYDC Essential Skills Programme

June 2021 Series
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* Open to all Malaysian
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

No Tel/ No Faks

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismaill

(T) 04 - 866 0214

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

N.0O1 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.02 BERTAM }T) 013 - 430 6400

P) 04-576 7606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

YB Zulkifli lorahim (T)
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkkifly Md. Lazim (T)

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jogdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa

gidayusofrawa@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 338 2668

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

M

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rosli Hasan

(T) 010 - 468 5990

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman
haijifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

[T; 04 - 827 8868
F

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

048278868 POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 P 04-656 4131
V-Tem Lot Hen T) 04 - 227 7068 & PENYELAMAT 04-398 8807
eh T DL [ 047557 70%8 DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
o TEIoK v Trwi OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
: HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 _
YB Mustafa K I T) 04 - 351 1732 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
mustafakamalmkba@gmail.com 4 ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA (PGT) 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
N.09 BAGAN DALAM _
A ANy T 0545 SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957 FERI ((C;E?T%%\/EVngHN)) oia053e
neLugundaian s Gmaleom PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255 JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
N.11 PERMATANG PASIR _
N11PERMATANG PASIR_ D a-GPD 15 KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419
wg:rfk,tgg oo 1017 - 813 3509 WCC (Women'’s Cenfre for Change) 04-228 0342 EE\'&SQEPK?%E\%RUNDUNGAN 04-829 4046
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E Penang Forestry Department is
I always committed to preserving bio-
diversity in the state.

Penang Forestry Department director
= Muhammad Ezhar Yusuf said over the
" years, the department has conducted
various programmes, including conserva-
tion and preservation efforts, to ensure
the state’s biodiversity was safeguarded.

“For example, from 2005 until De-
cember last year, a total of 242,483
mangrove trees and other species have
been planted along the coastal areas in
Penang involving an area of 80.95 hect-
ares. This is part of our coastal conser-
vation efforts,” said Muhammad Ezhar
during an interview with Buletin Mutiara
at the Bukit Panchor state park in Ni-
bong Tebal recently.

He said the department has also col-
laborated with non-governmental organ-
isations (NGOs), community, schools
and corporate bodies in reforestation
projects and tree planting programmes.

“The tree planting programme is to
create urban forestry for the betterment
of the habitat and improving the com-
munity’s quality of life in Penang.

“Through various tree planting ini-
tiatives, the department has planted
330,714 trees throughout the state,
including along the coastal areas, since
2005 until December 2020,” he added.

Muhammad Ezhar said the depart-
ment also offers free tree saplings to
the public to inculcate the importance
of a green nature to them.

“They just need to call our depart-
ment if they need the saplings and we
will gladly give it to them.

“For the past 10 years, we have sup-
plied a total of 36,873 tree saplings for
free to the community to carry out these
tree planting activities,” he said.

According to Muhammad Ezhar, the
department also has made a biodiver-
sity conservation plot to ensure endan-
gered tree species will not go extinct.

“In Penang, we have 10 endangered
tree species (under dipterocarp group)
such as ‘lguanura corniculata’ (Pinang
Angin) that must be conserved, and fur-
ther promoted as an ecotourism prod-
uct to prevent it from going extinct,” he
added.

Muhammad Ezhar said the depart-
ment is also applying the concept of

Muhammad Ezhar (right, orange uniform) together with offlcers from Penang Forestry Department takmg
a picture together in front of an observation plot that has been set up at the Bukit Panchor state park in
Nibong Tebal in order to monitor the survival of one of the endangered tree species known as Iguanura
corniculata (Pinang Angin).
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“Forest Beyond Timber” in terms of for-
est management in Penang.

“Through this concept, we look at the
role of forests in providing other forest
ecosystem services such as biologijcal
conservation and genetic resources, re-
tention of clean water resources, local
temperature stabilisation and so on.

“The development and conservation
programmes carried out by our depart-
ment now all contribute directly to that
direction,” he said.

Besides that, he said the department
has been working closely with other en-
forcement agencies to prevent encroach-
ment activities into gazetted forest re-
serves in the state.

“One of them is through a joint collab-
oration between Peninsular Malaysia For-
estry Department and Malaysian Space
Agency (MySA). We have developed a
system known as Forest Monitoring Us-
ing Remote Sensing (FMRS).

“FMRS is a system that uses satel-
lite imagery to monitor changes in forest
cover in real time.

“It allows us to gather information
quickly and accurately, which has had
a big impact on enforcement and thus
helping us to preserve and conserve the
state’s biodiversity.

“Based on our records, a total of 15
cases related to encroachment activities
in forest reserves were recorded from
2010 until 2020. All these cases have
resulted in legal action. This shows that
the encroachment activities in the state
are under control.

“The public and NGOs also are our
eyes and ears to report any information
regarding the encroachment activities
into the forest reserve near their place.
And we would like to thank them for
that,” he added.

As part of the efforts to control for-
est fire incidents in the state, Muham-
mad Ezhar said the department also
has been using a system known as
Fire Information for Resource Manage-
ment System (FIRMS).

“FIRMS allows us to trace real-time
active fire locations in forested areas
so that immediate action can be tak-
en,” he said.

He also reminded the public that
preservation and conservation efforts to
maintain the state’s biodiversity are actu-
ally a joint responsibility of everyone and
not the sole responsibility of the state
Forestry Department.
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HE is arguably the great-
Sest female squash play-

er the sport has seen so
far.

After having spent a big part
of her life in squash, former
world champion Datuk Nicol Da-
vid is now planning to set up a
foundation called the Nicol Da-
vid Organisation.

Nicol, during an exclusive
interview with Buletin Mutiara
when she was back for a holi-
day in Penang in early May, said
the foundation would focus on
empowering the youth (girls and
boys) in Malaysia through the
values of sports and education.

“Sports gave me a lot of
strong values that will stay with
me all my life, and | want to
create a place where the young
people can gain these values
through squash and to help
their proficiency in English to

Squash queen’s
foundation for youth

open more opportunities for
them in their future.

“Besides that, | do hope to
continue with my motivational
talks to inspire more people to
keep striving towards their full
potential and just go for it.

“Before | retired, | had al-
ways wanted to give back in
some way. So, right now |
want to continue to stand up
for women, youth and sports
through my upcoming activities
which | am truly looking forward
to,” Nicol told Buletin Mutiara.

She also urged young people
to consider sports as a career.

More importantly, she said
one needs to walk away first
with head held up high when
negative critics or comments
flush like blistering barnacles.

Nicol said Malaysia is a
country with growing develop-
ment in terms of sports facili-
ties, and that the people need
not worry about that part.
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“It has grown so much since
the time | started off compet-
ing for Malaysia when | was 11
years old. The development, fa-
cilities and experts around for
the national athletes are at the
very best currently.

“Then and now, we have had
a lot of top assistance from all
over the world to push the level
up for our athletes’ develop-
ment, and grooming our train-
ers and expertise too for high
performance training.

“There are not many coun-
tries that may necessarily have
everything in place for their
athletes to take on their career
path in sports as in Malaysia.

“This (sports) can now be-
come a career path to be con-
sidered as well. | am living
proof of how an investment in
an athlete that has potential
can get the benefits.

“To all aspiring young sports-
women and sportsmen, | would
say just go for it and give your-
self a chance.

“If there is something that
is burning inside you to ex-
plore your potential, then work
hard for it and take those
steps to achieve the small
goals you set for yourself to

Nicol all smiles
at one of her
favourite tourist
spots in Penang,
the Chew Jetty.

|

build up to your bigger goals.

“Step by step, things can go
your way with dedication and
hard work,” Nicol added.

Separately, when asked to
comment about Penang’s de-
velopment in multiple sectors
over the years when she was
away making headlines as the
world’s best in the game, Ni-
col said Penang still feels like
home despite its growth due to
its culture of conserving its in-
credible identity.

“Penang is truly home to me

and to see it continue to blos-
som in more ways now with its

beauty, nature, and cultural
growth that comes through
wherever you go brings so much
pride to us fellow Penangites.

“It continues to keep striving
for great things and yet the at-
mosphere does remain homely
as it has always been. Not for-
getting the quality of our local
food, which is still top-notch as
many continued their tradition
for generations in fulfilling their
legacy,” Nicol added.

PYDC assists youths in securing employment

THE state government, through the
Penang Youth Development Corpo-
ration (PYDC), is continuously as-
sisting youths in the state to look
for job opportunities in view of the
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
said the economic outlook, which
has been badly affected due to the
pandemic since last year, is likely
to be prolonged with yet another
movement control order (MCO 3.0)
recently.

“PYDC has therefore under-
taken various initiatives to re-
duce the youths’ burden, espe-
cially noting their incomes have
been badly affected.

“One of the initiatives carried
out was the cooperation with five
learning institutions in Penang to
generate more career prospects
for our youth.

“The institutions involved are

Penang Skills Development Centre
(PSDC), UOW Malaysia KDU Pen-
ang University College, Tunku Abdul
Rahman University College, Han
Chiang University College of Com-
munication, and SEGi College.

“Youths are considered as one
of our future assets. We are com-
mitted to empowering them. The
‘Youths for Future’ initiative needs
a strong cooperation between state
and industry players, learning insti-
tutions, non-governmental organ-
isations (NGOs) and private sector.

“I would like to thank PYDC
for successfully organising to-
day’s event.

“Last but not least, let us
work hand-in-hand for our youths’
empowerment,” he said in his
address during an-hour long vir-
tual session in conjunction with
National Youth Day.

PYDC general manager Dr
Gwee Sai Ling shared a similar

view, saying youths are the pillar of
the nation and its development.

“Today is a special day as we
celebrate it in a meaningful way.

“Let us strive together for the
sake of our youths,” she said.

Various issues were also dis-
cussed during the virtual session,
including the challenges facing
youths.

Youths’ representatives, who
participated in the session, voiced
their concerns about the online
learning and mental health issues.

Soon understood the difficulties
of online learning facing certain
quarters but maintained that it was
a new norm for everyone.

Among those present at the
session were PYDC deputy
general manager Ng Hooi Ting,
PYDC director Lee Wei Seang,
Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Daniel Gooi and various youths’
representatives.
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TlE Sunken Garden, a garden
within the Penang Botanic Gar-
dens, has been repurposed
into a garden called the Fragrant
Garden, featuring aromatic flora.

Penang Botanic Gardens curator
Datuk Dr Saw Leng Guan said the
previous Sunken Garden was not
used much by visitors.

He said Friends of the Penang
Botanic Gardens Society (FOPBGS)
vice-president Datuk Tengku Idaura
Tengku lbrahim was very keen to
repurpose the Sunken Garden.

“The discussion, planning
and design started about two
years ago.

“We have a green environment
and nice flowers in Penang Botanic
Gardens.

“We want to invoke another
‘sense’ among visitors when they
visit the Penang Botanic Gardens.
We want them to experience the
sweet smell of plants.

“The idea is to plant as many
species of fragrant plants as pos-
sible. We have champaca, Ylang-

ylang, ginger, spider lily, magnolia
and even coffee.

“The purpose is also to attract
pollinators, such as bees and but-
terflies. We are still improving the
Fragrant Garden and we hope to
get more fragrant plants,” Saw
said in his speech during a tree
planting event at the Fragrant Gar-
den on May 6.

Saw said the sweet scent from
plants had been widely used in ritu-
als, religious ceremonies, tradition-
al medicine, aromatherapy, food,
and perfumes.

“Fragrant plants have been culti-
vated by the people for years,” he
added.

The tree planting event was a
collaboration between the Penang
Botanic Gardens, ROSE Charities
International, and WhyteHouse
Education Group.

A Jasmine or Indian cork tree
(Millingtonia hortensis) was plant-
ed during the event.

Saw said the tree is a native of
India, Myanmar, and a few other
places in the northern side of Asia.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who was present, thanked the Pen-
ang Botanic Gardens, ROSE Chari-

ties International, and WhyteHouse
Education Group for their corporate
social responsibility (CSR) effort.

“The Penang Botanic Gardens
has managed to achieve several
milestones over the years. The
most recent of which are the Pen-
ang State Park (Botanic) Corpora-
tion Enactment 2017 and the Spe-
cial Area Plan (SAP) for the Penang
Botanic Gardens.

“These milestones can bring the
Penang Botanic Gardens to greater
heights,” he said.

“The Sunken Garden has now
been repurposed into a Fragrant
Garden. | am sure that the fra-

grances will attract insects, birds,
and other wildlife to enrich the bio-
diversity here.

“This, in turn, can attract more
visitors to Penang Botanic Gardens
to appreciate and experience the
wonders.”

Chow said that the initiative
was in line with the state’s green
effort to plant 500,000 new trees
by 2030.

“The Penang government has
planted 310,290 trees from 2008
to 2018. We have planted an ad-
ditional 70,234 new trees from
2018 until now.

“These trees were planted

Chow (right) and the

organisation members
planting the Indian cork tree
(Millingtonia hortensis).

throughout the state by both local
councils since 2008.

“I hope that Penangites will un-
dertake more green initiatives and
make our state greener,” he said.

ROSE Charities Malaysia presi-
dent Datuk Lawrence Cheah said
the tree planting event was sig-
nificant and in line with the state’s
vision of “A Family-Focused Green
and Smart State that Inspires the
Nation”.

Also present was Penang Bo-
tanic Gardens Department director
Nur Syazwani Ismail and Whyte-
House Education Group founder
and executive director Jery Yeoh.

New school to benefit pupils and special children

THE new four-storey SJK(C) Aik Hua
in Lilitan Sungai Ara will be able to
take in some 1,200 pupils when
its construction is completed.

The school’s board chairman
Datuk Gary Choot Ewe Beng
said the current primary school
(about 110 years old) in Muntri
Street could only take in about
200 pupils.

SJK(C) Aik Hua has also been
accepting special pupils to study in
the school in Muntri Street.

It was reported that the intakes
to the school had been dwindling
over the years because of its loca-
tion in George Town.

In October 2018, it was re-
ported that 76 pupils includ-
ing 31 with special needs were
studying in the school.

Choot thanked the state govern-
ment for assisting the school.

“The construction of the school
may take 18 months to complete,
and the estimated cost of the proj-
ect is RM22 million, excluding the
equipment needed for the new
school. The school has managed

to raise about RM210 million.

“We see the need to assist
special children. The pupils and
the special children, who are now
studying in the school in Muntri
Street, will be continuing their stud-
ies in the new school in Lilitan Sun-
gai Ara after it is ready,” he said.

Choot said the primary school
in Muntri Street belonged to the
Penang Hainan Association.

“The association will decide
what to do with the building after
the school is relocated. It may use
the proceeds to fund the running
of the new school in Sungai Ara,”
he added.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the existing primary school

i e = o
Artist’s impression of the new primary school in Lilitan Sungai Ara.
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in Muntri Street only occupies 0.2
acres of land.

“The pupils have limited space
to conduct their activities. There-
fore, the school applied to the
state for land to relocate the
school in 2011.

“I was then a Penang executive
council member and | tried my best
to assist the school. The Penang
government, led by the then Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng, handed
over this 4.3-acre land to the
school in 2016 for the relocation
of the primary school.

“After successfully obtaining the
land for the relocation, the school
faced another challenge to raise
funds for the project.”

Completion of Parit 4 project
can help ease flooding woes

THE newly-completed Parit 4 flood
mitigation project in Bukit Tengah
and Taman Desa Damai will help
overcome flood problems in their
areas, says state Transport and
Infrastructure Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari.

Zairil said the project, which was
among the eight high-impact flood
mitigation projects carried out by
the state government, was aimed at
reducing the risk of flooding in the
residential, commercial and indus-
trial areas along 4.7km of Parit 4.

“We are pleased to inform that
the implementation of this proj-
ect has resulted in the reduction
of floods in the neighbourhood by
97.85%, which is from 5.22 km?to
0.11 km?,” Zairil said during a site
visit to the project area at Jalan Pe-
rusahaan Perai on May 8.

Zairil added that the flood miti-
gation project (Parit 4) would also
help to tackle the flood woes at hot
spot areas in the residential areas
in Taman Desa Damai, Taman Be-

limbing, Taman Jambu Madu and
Taman Jambu Mawar as well as
Kampong Dock and Kampong Tok
Keramat.

“The commercial centres and
industrial sectors around Bukit
Tengah have also benefited from
this project.

“The project cost of RM16 mil-
lion also included the cost of de-
sign consultant, survey work ser-
vices, land investigation services
and the physical construction cost.

The project, which began on
March 16, 2018 was fully com-
pleted on March 31, 2021 by the
state Department of Irrigation and
Drainage (DID).

The project involved the con-
struction of a new pump house,
installation of three screw pumps
and five bays, construction of utility
and operation room for central Se-
berang Perai district, construction
of TNB sub-station, guardhouse
and provision of electrical and me-
chanical equipment.



Carrying on the
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E may be having our
very own version of
Bruce Lee on our

shores!

During his childhood, Aaron
Boey grew up idolising the leg-
endary action star who was one
of the greatest martial artists
and actors.

Boey could not believe that his
admiration for Lee’s martial art
prowess would one day lead him
to pursue the Ip Man Wing Chun
style of kung fu and become the Ip
Man Wing Chun Penang Sifu chief
instructor.

The soft-spoken Boey took up
martial art decades ago, starting
with taekwondo in 1993.

He then went on to learn the
Monkey Style Kung Fu in 1998.

His love for martial art was so
strong that it took him to Hong
Kong to learn the skills from Wing
Chun grandmaster Samuel Kwok.

Speaking to Buletin Mutiara
during a recent interview, Boey
recalled that he went through a
lot of hardship while learning the
martial art, pointing out that it
was really an “uphill task’ when
he got started.

L

“You need to have passion and
perseverance to learn or else you
would give up halfway! | would say
that we can build our self-confi-
dence by practising martial arts.
It gives us strength and helps us
to develop fearlessness, espe-
cially among the young people.

“Chinese martial arts is not
only about skills and techniques
but they evoke a spirit of passing
the knowledge from one genera-
tion to another.

“Hence, Chinese martial
arts also enables us to value
and appreciate the kind ges-
ture of our tradition,” he said
when interviewed at his martial
art school in Jalan Kebun Nyiur,
Datuk Keramat.

During the session, Boey re-
peatedly emphasised the impor-
tance of being equipped with ba-
sic martial art skills.

“Whichever martial art — be it
boxing, taekwondo or karate — all
of them have their own benefits.
The purpose of us learning them
is to ensure that we can at least
protect ourselves when anything
unexpectedly occurs. We may not
be a great fighter but it may help
us when in need.

“It also helps to strengthen our
body,” he said.
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Boey picking up a few tricks from the late Ip Ching in Hong Kong a few years ago.

When the “lp Man” series of
movies were shown in cinemas,
Wing Chun martial arts gained
immense popularity.

Boey pointed out that back
then, many people would visit
his martial art school to enquire
about Wing Chun.

“They were obsessed with
the films’ main actor Donnie
Yen and wanted to be like him!”
he said in jest.

Sharing his journey of learning
martial arts, he said he had be-
come a responsible person after
all these years.

“When | was small and
weak, | was frequently bullied

Boey guiding one of his female disciples during a training session at his martial art centre.

by my classmates.

“However, thanks to Wing Chun
martial art, | began to change a
lot from being a weak personality
to a better and confident person,”
he added.

Besides Samuel Kwok, Boey
said he had specially flown all the
way to Hong Kong to seek guid-
ance from the late Ip Ching, who
is the son of Ip Man.

“When | went to Hong Kong,
my intention was to have a face-
to-face interaction with Ip Ch-

ing and | wanted to improve my
martial art skills and | was able
to learn ‘something extra’ from
my late sifu,” he said, describing
it as an opportunity that comes
once in a lifetime.

On the local martial arts
scene, Boey hopes that more
young people would take up the
initiative of learning martial arts
for self-defence.

“Just treat it as an exercise or
sport to get yourself active and
moving,” he advised.
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