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ERD immunity by the end of Octo-
ber this year.

That is the target of the state
government in its aim to flatten the Co-
vid-19 curve.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said the
state is mobilising its resources and mak-
ing the necessary preparations to reach
the target.

“We are committed to ensure that we
achieve herd immunity by the end of Oc-
tober this year,” he told reporters at the
vaccination centre in Dewan Millenium,
Kepala Batas on June 5.

Chow said the National Covid-19 Im-
munisation Programme Coordinating
Minister Khairy Jamaluddin had given
his assurance that vaccine supply to
all the states, including Penang, would
be increased rapidly in July and August
this year.

“This is important in our effort to curb
the spread of the infection.

“The state is also encouraging private
clinics to volunteer to be
Covid-19 vaccination cen-
tres (PPVs).

“We want to in-
crease the capac-
ity of the PPVs so
that more people
can be vaccinat-
ed,” he added.

Chow said
herd immunity
would help
the state flat-
ten the Co-
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vid-19 infection curve.

Chow and Khairy visited the state’s
first mega PPV — the Setia SPICE Arena
—on June 3.

Khairy, while echoing Chow’s calls,
said he would soon be suggesting to
the relevant authorities to consider
using companies or premises located
within the Bayan Lepas Free Industrial
Zone and Batu Kawan Free Industrial
Park as potential PPVs.

“This is to speed up the country’s ef-
forts to further curb the spread of the
infection, as well as to ensure that fac-
tory workers are inoculated as soon as
possible.

“We hope that over 150,000 people
nationwide can be vaccinated daily in
the coming months, especially in July,

HOW IT CAN BE
ACHIEVED *

August and September,”
his speech.

According to statistics, a total of
3,212,873 vaccine doses (dose 1 and
2) have been administered nationwide
as of June 2; out of which 171,903 dos-
es have been administered in Penang.

Besides the sole mega PPV, there
are many other normal PPVs in Pen-
ang, such as the Dewan Millenium
Kepala Batas, Dewan Seberang Perai
Arena, Dewan Serbaguna Jawi, Caring
Society Complex, Penang Pesta site,
Balik Pulau Sports Complex, Tapak
Ekspo Seberang Jaya, and others.

Several PPVs are also in the process
of opening. Once they open, these cen-
tres would enable more people to get
their vaccination shots.

Khairy said in

State mobilising
resources, making
necessary preparations
to achieve target.

Vaccine supply
to be increased

rapidly in July and
August this year.

n=

AVID-1 :
AEﬂIH[ #Cci

State hopes more
private clinics volunteer
to be Covid-19

vaccination centres.

Towards herd immunity

Chow said on his Facebook on
June 15, that the Setia SPICE Arena
mega PPV has the capacity to ad-
minister 3,000 doses of Covid-19
vaccine per day.

Thanks to the various PPVs — in-
cluding public hospitals, private hospi-
tals, and clinics — Penang managed to
achieve its target of injecting 10,000
Covid19 vaccine doses per day on
June 7.

Chow urged those who have not
registered for the National Covid-19
Immunisation Programme to sign up
for vaccination.

“Registration is important for us
to cover the 1.3 million to 1.4 million
people, which is 80% of our targeted
population,” Chow said.
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FTER having served for

Agour years as the Penang

otanic Gardens curator,

Datuk Dr Saw Leng Guan called

it a day at the oldest garden in
Malaysia on May 28.

And just before he officially
left, he called for his succes-
sor and staff to stand strong in
their commitment to turn this
gardens into a world premier
destination.

While the Penang Botanic
Gardens can still be improved
tremendously in various areas
for the delight of the people,
Saw said the gardens, never-
theless, must be commended
for its unusual yet unique loca-
tion as it is placed just about
three to five kilometres from
the city centre and neighbouring
beautiful natural forests.

“The set up here is very hard
to find elsewhere, and the fact
that it sits so close to the natu-
ral forests is what makes it so
unusual and unique.

“This is what it really means
by nature at its best!

“Personally, for someone
who has been in this field for
over three decades now, Pen-
ang Botanic Gardens has some

Phanera kockiana. Mussaenda philippica 'Calcutta’.

of the best natural amenities
that even words wouldn’t be
able to describe the feeling.

“The structure of this gar-
dens is exquisite and that’s also
one of the factors that makes it
stands out,” Saw told Buletin
Mutiara during an exclusive in-
terview at the Penang Botanic
Gardens on May 27.

Also, during the interview,
Saw said when he was ap-
pointed curator in 2017, he had
spent the first two years revising
the gardens special area plan
(SAP) with the ultimate goal of
revitalising the space for people
from afar and near to enjoy.

“After completely revising the
SAP, my team and | worked on
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a few things within this space,
which included the setting up
of an understory plant house at
the front of the gardens.

“Other efforts such as in-
stalling QR codes on metal
plates that were placed next
to the trees and plants should
also be mentioned as a suc-
cessful mission.

“This was important because
there are over 400 species of
plants and trees here. There-
fore, it would be beneficial for
visitors to scan the QR codes
and learn more about them,”
Saw added.

When asked on future devel-
opments within the gardens,
Saw said the SAP, which covers
an area of 212ha, has plans to
further improve the garden com-
position, visitor facilities, plant
collection management, exist-
ing hiking trails and build a new
viewing and tower deck near the
waterfall located at the inner
part of the gardens.

“For this to happen and to
make this garden even more
special, we need people power.
When | say people power, it
means a very strong team ad-
ministering these efforts in the

e
A

[
L

The Botanic Gardens
is a sea of green!

code labels that would then
flash information about that
particular plant.

department.

“How do gardens look
good? It is the people’'s re-
sponsibility to assure it looks
and remains good.

“Gardens is a place where
we put plants together and
tell a story. And to tell a sto-
ry, you may not necessarily
need to have the relevant
education, but sometimes
all you need is the will to go
the extra mile and of course,
being truly passionate about
what really matters to you,”
Saw added.

Separately, after having
seen it all, 65-year-old Saw’s
next vision in life is not
small, but truly ambitious as
the Taiping boy has now set
his sights on broadening his
knowledge on palm trees and
to conclude the study with a
thorough documentation.
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Boost for
Penang

Covid-19 Fund
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DAY after Chief Minis-
A’;er Chow Kon Yeow and
tate executive council-
lors pledged to contribute their
June salary to the Penang Cov-
id-19 Fund, a total of 15 assem-
blymen and 10 Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) councillors
stepped forward to contribute
part of theirs.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said for
now 15 of the 40 assembly-
men in the state have pledged
to contribute 30% of their sal-
ary to the fund.

He thanked them as well
as the MBPP councillors for
committing a portion of their
earnings to the fund at a time
when the Covid-19 pandemic
is raging.

State to fast track plans
for worker dorms

LOOKING at the grave Covid-19
situation, the Penang govern-
ment is ready to help expedite
the provision of worker dormi-
tories.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said the
state would consider appli-
cations to turn vacant com-
mercial buildings (away from
housing schemes) into worker
dormitories and also help ex-
pedite the application process
to set up temporary worker
dormitories at factory grounds.

He said three-quarters of
the new Covid-19 clusters in
Bayan Lepas came from the
industrial areas.

“We need to up the ante to
ensure that the foreign worker
dormitories are sited in proper
livable conditions that are con-
tained and controlled,” Jag-
deep told a press conference
after conducting a standard op-
erating procedure (SOP) com-
pliance check on the Church of
the Immaculate Conception in
Pulau Tikus on June 6.

“To build a dormitory will
take a normal process of three
or four years. Because of that,
Penang has a new approach.
We are looking at unoccupied
commercial buildings which
are far away from housing
schemes.

“The whole idea is to get
them (foreign workers) out of

housing schemes so that they
can be controlled in a certain
area, but in very good living
conditions.

“So, we have two ways.
One is to find commercial
buildings which are far away
from  housing  schemes.
There are now quite a num-
ber of unoccupied commer-
cial buildings, especially dur-
ing this Covid-19 period. And
we assist by entertaining ap-
plications for conversion into
commercial lots for dormitory
purposes.

“The second way is that we
are considering applications
from big factories which have
available land at their plants to
build temporary worker dormi-
tories.”

Jagdeep said two worker dor-
mitories had so far been built
in Penang, one in Batu Maung
and the other in Bukit Minyak,
catering to 6,221 beds.

He added that seven oth-
er schemes were ongoing
which would provide a total of
61,918 beds while two more
applications to provide a total
of 10,700 beds, were in the
process of consideration.

“In all the 11 schemes, we
would have a total of 78,839
beds. But this is not enough.
In Penang, we have about
200,000 foreign workers and
we have not even reached
50%. We still got a lot of work
to do,” Jagdeep said.
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“I believe that more elected
representatives and councillors
(from MBPP and Seberang Pe-
rai City Council) will be joining
in as well.

“l understand that many Pen-
angites are facing a difficult pe-
riod now. Their livelihoods have
been severely affected since
last year.

“Therefore, the state is do-
ing its best to help out in these
challenging times,” he told re-
porters after conducting a spot
check on standard operating
procedure (SOP) compliance at
Taman Free School Market.

This is the second time Chow
and his state exco are contrib-
uting their salaries to the fund

i}

Jagdeep handlng a packet of face masks to Soffian at the Taman Free School Market.

since last year.

Besides that, Jagdeep said
the state government has ap-
proved RM3 million for mass Co-
vid-19 screening programmes
in all 40 state constituencies.

He said 1,000 people from
each constituency would be
selected for the programme,
which means a total of 40,000
people would be screened in
the first phase.

He said the programme was
important and he hoped all
elected representatives would
support it.

“The mass screening pro-
gramme will be implemented in
a targeted approach and the as-
semblyman of each constituen-
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cy should know better the group
of people to be screened,” he
added.

Jagdeep, who is also Datok
Keramat assemblyman, also
donated 1,000 packets of ba-
sic necessities to the needy
households in his constituency.

Northeast district police
chief ACP Soffian Santong, who
was present, called on the pub-
lic to adhere to the SOPs at all
times.

“Don’t follow SOPs only
when policemen or enforce-
ment officers are around.
Please do it for the sake of
your health and safety.

“We need to break the chain
of infection,” he added.

Digital Penang plans to boost cashless payments

DIGITAL Penang is aiming to
achieve up to 80% of active users
performing cashless transactions
in the future.

Digital Penang chief execu-
tive officer Tony Yeoh pointed
out that about 70% of Penan-
gites have so far downloaded
the app from cashless service
providers but only 30% were
active users.

“However, we are on the
right track towards digitalisa-
tion, especially during this Co-
vid-19 pandemic period.

“Digitalisation is the way
forward now and we are trying
to explain to the people on the
ground.

“Out of the 1.8 million popu-
lation in Penang, about 1.4
million have downloaded e-
wallets according to one of the
service providers,” Yeoh told
Buletin Mutiara during a virtual
interview session.

Digital Penang was set up
by the state government last
year to accelerate efforts in
pursuing opportunities in the
digital economy as well as to
promote a digitally engaged
society.

Digital Penang has four pil-
lars of focus, namely infra-
structure, economy, gover-
nance, and community.

Yeoh, who was formerly a

Choy: Lack of awareness
among rural folk.

technologist, said the pandem-
ic has changed the landscape
of society.

“This can be seen as more
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) are adopting the digiti-
sation approach.

“These SMEs had received
cash aid under the ‘Penang
SME Go Digital’ campaign.

“The pandemic has empha-
sised the importance of going
digital,” he said.

On the perception of se-
nior citizens towards cashless
transactions, Yeoh noted that
old people were still lagging be-
hind as they are not tech-sawvy.

“It’s normal but we are con-
fident they can adapt to this
initiative as we have our Digi-
tal Coach and Digital Promoter

Yeoh: Hopes more people
adopt cashless payments.

schemes to guide them. Some
of them are fast-learners and
they have coped with it well,”
he said.

Digital Penang’'s Strategy
and Communication senior
manager Timothy Choy, who
also participated in the virtual
interview session, noted the
lack of awareness of cashless
transactions among rural folk.

“For instance, you can find
the QR codes easily in any
merchants or businesses in
the George Town area.

“However, you may have dif-
ficulty in finding such codes in
rural areas.

“There is still a lot of ground
work to be done in order to
achieve our aim of going cash-
less,” he added.
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AVE a heart and do not
Hsmoke.

That is the advice of Dr
Sotheenathan HKrishinan to all
smokers out there.

Sothee, as he is popularly
known, never in his wildest
dreams imagined he would be
a cardiothoracic surgeon, but by
a twist of fate, he became one
and an exemplary one at that.

“l don’t operate on smokers.
| will tell them to stop smok-
ing, two weeks minimum, to
show their commitment to their
surgery. Of
course, | do
operate on
| smokers in

"~ will tell them
quit

smoking after the operation.

“There are also many other
surgeons who won'’t operate on
smokers. If they smoke again
and cough, whatever we had do-
ne inside may be okay, but they
may break the sternum (breast-
bone),” Sothee said.

Born as the middle child
among five siblings, his two ek
der brothers and two younger
sisters are also medical doctors
by profession. That feat in itself
has made this family of humble
beginnings from Dublin Estate
(now known as Ladang Sungai
Dingin), near Kulim in Kedah, all
the more famous.

All five siblings, who studied in
local universities on government
scholarships, are doctors in gov-

). ernment hospitals in Malaysia.

The eldest is Dr Sarava-

_ Sivasangari

\ understands the
~ |\ nature of her
husband’s work and
provides the moral
support.
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Heart surgeon
extraordinaire:

nan, a cardiologist, while the
second is Dr Sudhagar, an or-
thopaedic surgeon. Both are 46,
two years older than Sothee.
They are followed by sisters Dr
Jegdiswary, 39, a radiologist,
and Dr Kasthoori Thilaka, 36, a
doctor in family medicine.

Their parents, HKrishinan
Arunasalam and Muniam-
mah Kandasamy, aged 70,
are both retired educationists
now living in Taman Selamat,
Bukit Mertajam.

“Our parents encouraged us
to study hard and supported us.
We also looked up to our eldest
brother for guidance and motiva-
tion,” said Sothee, who together
with his brothers, were educated
in Bukit Mertajam High School.

To become a cardiothoracic
surgeon takes years of study
and long hours of training. In
fact, it took Sothee some 15
years after graduating as a
doctor from Universiti Sains
Malaysia in 2002 to become a
full-fledged cardiothoracic sur-
geon in 2017.

He spent four years in Uni-
versiti Malaya doing his Mas-
ters in General Surgery, during
which time he also completed
Membership of Royal College of
Surgeons(MRCS) in Ireland.

Thereafter Sothee joined the
cardiothoracic surgery training in
Malaysia for four years, including
a year of practice at the National
Heart Institute (IJN). Following
that he was posted back to Pen-
ang Hospital.

One of the highlights of his
career was that he was the only
Malaysian from the Health Min-
istry who was selected for a two-
year fellowship in cardiothoracic
transplant surgery in Newcastle,
England.

During his training there, Dr
Sothee had flown to various hos-
pitals all over the UK to harvest
organs for transplantation.

He commented that it's one
of a kind experience, as he wit-
nessed two polar opposite situ-
ations, where a person’s loss
gives life to another as if merged
together by destiny.

When | asked him why he
chose to become a cardiotho-
racic surgeon, he said “I didn’t
choose to become a heart sur-
geon. | didn't plan anything. Ev-

One of the highlights of Sotheenathan's career is that
he was selected by the Health Ministry to attend a two-
year fellowship in cardiothoracic transplant surgery in
Newcastle, England.

erything just fell in place.”

During medical school, he
loved to spend time with kids so
he wanted to become a child spe-
cialist. However after he started
working as a junior doctor at Sun-
gai Petani Hospital, he admired
the lifestyle of surgeons; hence
the change in career path.

After he became a surgeon,
he decided to explore a speciali-
ty which is considered to be chal-
lenging by many.

"When | was studying in USM,
| liked paediatrics. | wanted to be-
come a paediatrician to deal with
kids. But once | started working,
| found it difficult to handle chil-
dren. You know, | could not ac-
cept their deaths.

"So, that was a push factor.
The pull factor was that | started
liking surgery. At different phas-
es of my career, different things
happened. As a general surgeon
| chose cardiothoracic to special-
ise in because it was one of the
postings that | never had any ex-
perience in or exposure to,” re-
called Sothee.

He has performed some
1,000 heart and lung opera-
tions so far, working even on
weekends.

He is one of four surgeons
at the Penang Hospital Cardio-
thoracic Unit, which is headed
by Datuk Dr Basheer Ahamed
Abdul Karim. There are only
about 50 cardiothoracic sur-
geons in Malaysia.

At Penang Hospital, they
perform between two and four
heart surgeries per day, with
each operation taking five to
eight hours. The more compli-
cated cases can take up to 12
hours.

“Every day | pray for my pa-

tients’ well-being. Every day is
a new journey for me when | do
heart surgery. The procedure
may be the same every day
but each patient is different.

“I always tell my patients
that | am just a tool for God to
use. Touch wood, most of my
cases are okay.”

A career as a cardiothoracic
surgeon may be lucrative, but
the workload can be heavy and
stressful.

He has a very supportive
wife in Dr Sivasangari Subra-
maniam, 40, a doctor at the
same hospital.

Love blossomed between
them in 2000 while both were
doing their medical studies at
the USM medical branch in
Kubang Kerian, Kelantan.

The couple has two chil-
dren - Sai Deepikaa, a Form
Five student at St George's
Girls' School, and Sai Datta-
treya, a Year Three pupil at St
Xavier’s Primary.

Asked about her husband,
Sivasangari, who hails from
Labis, Johor, said: “He is a
very dedicated doctor who
always give priority to the
well being of his patients. He
will pray and meditate every
morning before going to work.
Due to long hour surgeries,
having late lunch and coming
back home late has become
a norm in his life.

“If he returns early from work,
he will spend a bit of time with
the children. Sometimes, we will
go cycling and jogging as well.

“He has made it a habit of
visiting all his patients that have
undergone surgery in intensive
care unit every night before go-
ing to bed.”



WCC’s concemn
over social issues
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OVID-19 has not only created a
Cmassive upheaval in people’s lives
economically but also socially, as
child sexual abuse and domestic vio-
lence cases are on the upswing.
In relation to this, Women’s Centre for
Change (WCC) service manager S. Man-
gleswary (pix) has raised her concerns

Just do the needful
to stay healthy, safe,
says counsellor

IT is in our hands now to put an end to
the Covid-19 issue, a counsellor told Bu-
letin Mutiara.

Fulktime  coun-
sellor Kelly-Ann
Baptist, 47, (pix),
said ever since the
Covid-19 pandemic
first broke out in
Malaysia last year,
she has provided
countless  coun-
selling services to
people from different levels, from top
professionals and blue-collar workers to
even teenagers.

“People are just so worried, anxious
and often have taken a wrong turn in
their lives during such a difficult period.

“One of the main reasons is being
exposed to unverified and fake news
that could easily just take seconds
to build up unnecessary anxious mo-
ments within ourselves.

“This can be old school, but for
the majority of my clients, their anxi-
ety cells have been busy and for the
wrong reasons.

“In such a period, what we all need to
do is to stay calm, don't easily get carried
away with anything and everything that
circulates on social media platforms, fol
low all healthy and safety measures and
most importantly, stay home and only go
out when it is needed.

“Take a break from the pandemic
news, empty your mind and take ef-
forts to exercise more, write journals,
colouring, drawing, gardening, water
the plants and so on,” Baptist told
Buletin Mutiara during an exclusive
phone interview on June 1.

Those interested in speaking to Bap-
tist can reach her at 0134691945 or
visit her Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/Kelly-Ann-Baptist-Coun-
seling-107951387669475.

about these is- ™™
sues which are
becoming more

prevalent.
“Out of the
328 Hotline

calls that we re-
ceived from the =&
beginning of the
year till  April,
14% are on child
sexual abuse.

“In 2020, we had a total of 8% of
calls involving child sexual abuse, and
the increase definitely has a significant
relation to the pandemic period,” said
Mangleswary during a phone interview
with Buletin Mutiara recently.

Mangleswary said the lockdown
imposed as a result of the pandemic
has forced everyone to adapt to do-
ing new things in a virtual environ-
ment, including children who have to
do online learning.

“Since we are in a lockdown, we stay
connected by relying on ‘digital commu-
nication’. For children, besides being
engaged in online learning, they spend
much time online in leisure activities.

“While they are online, they might
befriend someone through social media
platforms such as Facebook, Instagram

and WeChat for fun.

“And this is where they are exposed
to danger and may fall prey to online
sexual predators. There were cases of
child sexual exploitation and abuse be-
fore the pandemic, but now, the cases
have increased,” she added.

Mangleswary, who is also among
the social workers who conduct coun-
selling services, urged parents to
know more about cybercrime and edu-
cate their children.

“Parents must teach their children the
do’s and don’ts when they go online.

“They must give them a proper ex-
planation why certain things are not al-
lowed so that they will be more aware
of the harm and dangers of the cyber-
world.

“Based on our data as well as the po-
lice’s statistics, children who become
the victims of sexual abuse and exploi-
tation are mostly 13 to 15 years old.”

According to Mangleswary, there was
a spike in the number of calls to the
centre’s hotline after the Covid-19 out-
break last year

“We would normally receive 600 to
700 calls per year, but last year we
had a total of 1,156 calls, out of which
about 40% involved domestic violence.

“We have cases where husbands
would install mobile location tracker ap-
plications on their wife’s handphones
for tracking and spying purposes. Some
also monitor their wife's WhatsApp mes-
sages from different devices.

“We can term this as ‘online violence
or even e-stalking’,” she added.

Mangleswary said before the lock-
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down, the centre gave counselling via
hotline and face-to-face but now they
have added online video counselling as
an alternative.

The drawback of this service is the
unstable internet connection due to
the network coverage or client’s lim-
ited data.

“And also, lack of safe space for
clients to express themselves as they
may be stuck with their abuser due to
the lockdown.

“We have a total of nine social work-
ers who are involved in the counselling
service,” said Mangleswary.

Besides that, Mangleswary said WCC
has teamed up with the state govern-
ment to take part in the “First Support
Point” programme (Penang Safe Family
Policy), an initiative by state executive
councillor Chong Eng.

Under this programme, WCC conduct-
ed training for government officers, state
representatives' service centre staff and
community-based NGO volunteers to as-
sist victims of domestic violence.

“And we are also hoping for further
collaboration with the state government
to conduct more training sessions,”
she said while urging women who are
victims of domestic violence to not hesi-
tate in seeking assistance from WCC.

CONTACT DETAILS

WCC Penang 011-31084001/
016-4180342 or

WCC Seberang (Pusat Perkhid-
matan Wanita) 016-4390698/
019-4100698
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA

NAMA ADUN
N.38 BAYAN LEPAS

No Tel/ No Faks

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

No Tel/ No Faks

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

N.0O1 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.02 BERTAM }T) 013 - 430 6400

P) 04-576 7606

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Zulkifli lorahim (T)
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkkifly Md. Lazim (T)

YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04-3310163

YAB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz ) T) 04 - 649 3976
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my [F; 04 -2260218 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com EF; 04 - 649 3976
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
) : . _ N.39 PULAU BETONG .
Ui liatiticieldel Sieie i sie m S ACE YB Haii Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 2131
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 383 9131
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04-262 0860
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745
N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871
yEJCSZP:ADAI?G HALANG T) 04 - 530 3028
ong Eng -
chong.eng@penang.gov.my H 04 - 530 3028
S DAP PENANG HQ
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT dappg@streamyx.com T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo T) 04 - 226 2464 F) 04 - 228 8514
jogdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464
N.37 BATU MAUNG PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa

gidayusofrawa@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 338 2668

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rosli Hasan

(T) 010 - 468 5990

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

M

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman
haijifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

[T; 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n9.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN

jawi@dappg.org

YB Goh Choon Aik H 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 -594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

lim nen nan v.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04-829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

M

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’'s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

@ Make Covid-1? Immunisation Programme a Success

¢) penanglawancovid19

© t.me/penanglawancovid19
penanglawancovid19.com
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2021
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390 Kewarganegaraan
04 -507 5390
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 4557731
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai ) . 011 - 1244 7167
. Ut Pejabat Bahagian
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923 ara K -
ewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
] . Tingkat 3, KOMTAR
4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -572 0272
David Marshel a/I 019 - 412 3397 Tengah
Pakianathan 04 - 399 6689 £ 04 - 650 5556
5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
Fahmi Zainol 018 - 232 2502 Selatan
Galaimani o/l 012 - 534 1384 .
Subramnian Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Harryzan Yaakub 019 - 456 8484 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2021 B e L T .
1
1
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 Nama Telefon I EDI TO RIAL
1
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 !
) I Editors :
Ao Kl 014-9058113 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012-248 5016 ! Christopher Tan (English)
rupanantha : Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 ] G. Revatic (Tamil)
Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013-770 1001 ]
Nasir 013 - 503 3349 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Writers :
1 M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee,
; Dr. Shahul Hameed Syed 013 - 431 9384 ] Muhamad Riadz Akmal and Kevin Vimal (English)
Muhamad Suzuki 0111-1119 4419 : . .
Ahmad Mohamed ! Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin,
) ! Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese)
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 ! J. Patmavathy (Tamil)
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 !
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114 |
Mohamed Noor 1 Photographers:
) | Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian,
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017-979 0933 Hari Krishnan a/I Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571 : Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud,
1 Alvie Cheng, Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis,
Harvindar Singh a/I Darshan 012 - 428 2250 | Chan Kok Kuan, Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi
Noor Azuawati Ahmad 018 - 965 4559 Singh ! and Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar
1
Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276 ! Graphic Designers :
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 Lee Chee How 012 - 470 3389 : Idzham Ahmad and Nur Afigah Zainudi
Mohamed Noor :
Lee Kim Noor 04 - 229 8382 ] ;
. I Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:
Ong Jing Cheng 012-758 3779 Lee Wei S 012 - 452 8305 I
016 - 445 5709 O . ] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA,
: ; Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang
Muhamad Khairul Mohd Alli 012 - 542 0520 ]
Ooi Boon Sheng 016 - 447 8320 : Telef.c.m .047650 5468 ; Fax : 04-26! 5923
Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3349 i Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
Abdullah !
OoiYong Woo 016 -421 1196 Nor Afni Md. Yusuff 019 - 547 8460
Quah Boon Lim 017 - 462 2431
Tan Bee Hong 019 - 458 8321
Rodziah Abul Khassim 019 -319 4840 Jcr’ e/
Tan Chee Teong 012 - 401 7718 Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 510 0075
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499 www. buletinmutiara.com
Tan Choo Eng 019 - 448 4344 Tan Hooi Pen 012 - 498 6212 . "
04" 325 2679 9 buletinmutiara | ChowKonYeow
Tan Seng Keat 012-438 6191 h k
) =) ChowKonyeow
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749 Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453
konyeow
Theng Jie Wey 016 -4187108 @chow y
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
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Great response to ‘Jom Beli

HE “Jom Beli” online
programme (JBO@
MBPP), introduced

by the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP), has re-
ceived overwhelming re-
sponse from nearly 400
hawkers and traders on the
island.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew
Tung Seang said the “Jom
Beli’”” programme would
play a vital role in enhanc-
ing the economic sector,
especially during this pan-
demic period.

“In order to ensure pub-
lic health and safety, | urge
all traders and hawkers to
adapt to the new norm in
doing business.

“It is essential for them
to embrace the digital econ-
omy as this is the way for-
ward.

“Thus, MBPP has cre-
ated this digital platform
for our traders and hawkers
to further boost their busi-

nesses,’” said Yew during a
press conference held after
the full board council meet-
ing via Zoom on May 28.

Yew added that the coun-
cil’s digital transformation
team was ready to assist
the hawkers and traders to
learn about JBO@MBPP.

“The traders and hawkers
can contact us if they need
any kind of assistance to go
online with their business-
es,”’ said Yew.

Besides that, Yew added
the platform will tend to be
fruitful for durian sellers
who had registered for the
programme.

“There are many durian
sellers who are coming on
board, and we are receiv-
ing positive feedback from
them.

“Some even said that
they are running out of sup-
ply due to many orders re-
ceived through the online
platform.

“Moreover, next month
will be the peak season for
durian,’”” added Yew.

Also present during the press
conference was MBPP secre-
tary Datuk Addnan Mohd Razali.

On a separate matter,
MBPP  councillor Wong
Yuee Harng said MBPP has
approved the application
on the instalment of 145
additional car park spac-

es at Jalan Servis beside
Jalan Permatang Damar
Laut, Solok Kekabu 1, Ja-
lan Damar, Lorong Damar 1
,Solok Beringin and Solok
Beringin 1.
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Jagdeep distributing a face mask to one of the traders at the market.

Special committee to oversee
Covid-19 mass screening

A SPECIAL committee has
been formed to oversee
the Covid-19 community
screening at all 40 constit-
uencies in the state, target-
ing 40,000 individuals.
“During the state exco
meeting recently, the Chief
Minister told me to lead this
programme with the help
of several parties, namely
the Health Ministry, state
secretariat office as well
as state representatives,”
state Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh Deo
said after conducting a
spot check on SOP compli-
ance at the Kuantan Road
Market on May 29.
“Besides that, this pro-
gramme will also involve
some civil servants, state

secretary, state Finance
Department as well as
some representatives from
Selangor who will be our
advisers since they started
this programme earlier,” he
added.

Jagdeep said the mass
screening will cost nearly RM3
million which will be borne by
the state government.

Meanwhile, some 900
employees from nine manu-
facturing companies in Pen-
ang have undergone the Co-
vid-19 mass screening from
May 22 to 29.

Five of them tested posi-
tive and they were asymp-
tomatic.

Federation of Malaysian
Manufacturers Penang
(FMM Penang) chairman
Datuk Jimmy Ong said ear-
ly detection is extremely

important to prevent Cov-
id-19 clusters from emerg-
ing.

"The companies man-
aged to detect those who
were infected and take the
necessary precautions be-
fore they become clusters.

“The Penang S.A.F.E pro-
gramme, a joint collabora-
tion between the Penang
government and FMM Pen-
ang, obtained approval from
the Health Ministry on May
18 to increase Covid-19
screenings among workers
in the manufacturing sector
using the reverse transcrip-
tion polymerase chain re-
action (RT-PCR) test,” Ong
said.

“We should continue the
Penang S.A.F.E programme un-
til herd immunity is reached,”
he added.
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UR beloved nation has
OOnce again been put

into a lockdown mode
under the Movement Control
Order (MCO 3.0) from June
1-14 due to the increase in
Covid-19 cases.

On May 31, Prime Minister
Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin an-
nounced another round of eco-
nomic stimulus packages called
PEMERKASA+ (Program Strate-
gik Memperkasa Rakyat dan
Ekonomi Tambahan) which tar-
gets vulnerable groups and eco-
nomic sectors that have been
hit hard by the pandemic.

The stimulus package is
worth RM40 billion in total and
includes RM5 billion direct fis-
cal injection, with three main
objectives:
®1) To boost the capacity of the
public healthcare system.
u2) To preserve the previous
welfare programmes under the
“Prinatin  Rakyat” agenda.
=3) To ensure the sustainabil-
ity of businesses caught in the
stricter lockdown.

Agensi Kaunselling dan Pen-
gurusan Kredit (AKPK), being
an agency under Bank Negara
Malaysia, is tasked with helping
the public to overcome their re-
payment issues through its Debt
Management Programme (DMP)
in addition to providing financial
education and credit advisory
services to individuals and busi-
nesses.

Under the repayment assis-
tance (RA) packages, the Prime
Minister announced a choice of
three months’ moratorium of re-
payments or 50% reduction of
repayments for six months, for
those eligible in the B40 group,
or those who lost employment

AKPHK’s repayment
assistance packages

or experience reduced income,
eligible microenterprises as well
as small and medium enterpris-
es (SMEs), including microenter-
prises, that cannot operate dur-
ing the MCO.

AKPK has adopted the RA
Packages by allowing its DMP
customers the flexibility to
choose between a moratorium
of payment for three months or
a 50% reduction in repayment
amount for six months.

Putting it into perspective, if
a DMP customer is given three
months’ payment postpone-
ment under the RA Packages
starting from July 2021 — with
no prior arrears — the next pay-
ment is due on October 2021.

If the DMP customer opts for
50% repayment for six months,
half payment of the instalment
amount will be from July 2021
until December 2021. Full pay-
ment of the instalment amount
will commence in January 2022.

The packages are available
for the following categories of
DMP customers:
u(i)Individuals (B40) who are re-
cipients of Bantuan Sara Hidup
(BSH), Bantuan Prihatin Nasi
onal (BPN) or Bantuan Prihatin
Rakyat (BPR).
u(ii)individuals (B40, M40 and
T20) who lose employment or
experience reduced income.
u(jii)Microenterprises, as de-
fined by SME Corp, for facility
with approved amounts of up to

RM150,000/-.
5(iv)Small and medium enter-

prises (SMESs) or microenterpris-
es that are not allowed to oper-
ate throughout the MCO.
u(v)DMP customers can opt for
the packages through the Cus-
tomer Portal (https://customer.
akpk.org.my). Microenterprises,
on the other hand, can seek as-
sistance for the RA Packages
option through AKPK's Micro
Help Desk.
=(vi) For guidance, go to the link:
(https://www.akpk.org.my/my/
mejabantuanmikro).

Documentation requirements
for existing DMP customers who
wish to opt for the RA Packages
are as follows:
5(i))No document is required for
recipients of BSH, BPN or BPR
in the B40 category; non-recipi-
ents of BSH, BPN or BPR in the
B40 category and recipients of
the same in the M40 category
who lost employment or experi-
ence reduced income.
5(ii)Only self-declaration is re-
quired for non-recipients of BSH,
BPN or BPR in the M40 category
and those in the T20 category
who lost employment or experi-
ence reduced income, micro-
enterprises (as defined by SME
Corp) for facility with approved
amounts of up to RM150,000/-
, and SMEs (including microen-
terprises) that are disallowed to
operate during the MCO.

It is to be noted that opting

Penang police mount three more roadblocks

PENANG police in- T
creased the number =
of roadblocks in the
state from 43 to 46
on June 2.

State police
chief Comm Datuk
Sahabudin Abd

Manan (pix) said
the police would
continue to moni-
tor the situation
from time to time.
“The overall compliance
rate in Penang, on the first
day of the ‘full lockdown’ on
June 1, was generally good.
“l patrolled several areas
and the situation on the night
of June 1 was almost similar
to the situation we had during
the first movement control or-

ST der (MCO 1.0).

; “However, there
was a significant
reduction in com-
pliance rate in the
morning, in terms
of traffic.

“Our  Covid-19
SOP  compliance
. monitoring teams
will conduct more
stringent  inspec-
tions and enforce the SOP.
The enforcement includes
the 10km radius movement
restriction,” Sahabudin said
when contacted on June 2.

He urged the public to re-
duce their movement to curb
the spread of the pandemic.

“l advise everyone to seri-
ously obey the SOPs.

“Understand the purpose
of the lockdown. It is impor-
tant for us to break the Co-
vid-19 infection chain,” he
said.

Meanwhile, traffic was
quite heavy before the road-
block in Tun Dr Lim Chong
Eu Expressway (from George
Town to Penang Bridge) be-
tween 8.30am and 9am on
June 2.

Traffic heading to the Pen-
ang Bridge was quite heavy
between 8.30am and Qam.

However, traffic on the
same expressway (from Ba-
tu Maung to the Sultan Ab-
dul Halim Mu’adzam Shah
Bridge) was normal, when
checked between 9.30am
and 10am.

for the RA Packages will not af-
fect one’s CCRISS report with
Bank Negara Malaysia (BNM).
However, DMP customers
should note that opting for the
RA Packages will incur additional
interest/profit on their facilities

in addition to a longer repay-

ment period.

In terms of eligibility, all fa-

?AKPK

cilities under DMP with repay-
ments made directly to AKPK’s
account are eligible, however,
for facilities under DMP with re-
payments made through salary
deductions to financial institu-
tions, customers are advised to
approach their financial institu-
tions to obtain approval for the
RA Packages.
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uStory by Edmund Lee

T every annual Dragon Boat Festival,
A;bak chang", a kind of glutinous rice
umpling, will make its appearance.

This year's festival falls on June 14.

The tradition of serving “bak chang”
during the festival is considered an im-
portant event in the lunar calendar.

It is to commemorate the death of Qu
Yuan, a famous poet in the Chu King-
dom in China.

Folklore has it that he drowned him-
self in the Miluo River in 278 BC after
trying in vain to counsel his king.

And when the people in the area
came to know of the incident, they cast
rice dumplings into the river, hoping that

Dumplmg
carryon d
Covid-19

Goh (centre) looking at how
'bak chang’' is prepared for
the Dragon Boat Festival.

the fish would eat the rice dumplings
without harming Qu Yuan'’s body.

Even now, as Malaysia grapples with
the Covid-19 pandemic, the tradition
of celebrating the festival is still being
practised by Chinese all over the world.

In preparation for the festival, a fam-
ily in Jalan Besar, Simpang Ampat, is
busy making and selling “bak chang”.

When entering their shop, one could
smell the nice aroma of the delicacy.

According to Helen Lee, who is one of
the family members operating the busi-
ness, they have been in the business
since 2003.

“Before the implementation of
MCO, many came from as far as Pen-
ang island and other states to buy

our ‘bak chang’.

“However, with the banning of inter-
state and inter-district travel under the
current total lockdown, our orders have
been much reduced compared to previ-
ous years,” Lee told Buletin Mutiara in
an interview recently.

One key to making delicious “bak
chang”, she said, was how well you con-
trol the heat when cooking.

“We need to make sure the heat is
just nice to ensure a good taste.
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“We will have a person respon-
sible to manage the heat, and en-
sure all the dumplings are evenly
heated,” she said.

For this year's Dragon Boat Fes-
tival, they are selling only two types
of rice dumplings, namely traditional
meat dumplings and nyonya meat
dumplings.

“In the past, we developed a variety
of flavours, but due to a lack of man-
power, we could only focus on these two
types of dumplings,” she said.

The Lee family’s traditional meat
dumplings are sold at RM7.50 while
the nyonya meat dumplings are sold
at RM6 each.

Bukit Tambun assemblyman Goh
Choon Aik, who has tasted the delicious
rice dumplings, told Buletin Mutiara that
their “bak chang” business was passed
on from one generation to another.

“It has its own tradition and values.
They also have won trophies in various
competitions.

“With this lockdown, their business
has been severely affected. | hope
things will get better so that they, as
well as many others, will be able to con-
tinue with their livelihood,” he said.

THE Buddhist Tzu-Chi Merits Society
Malaysia in Penang has stepped up its
efforts to support the medical frontlin-
ers in Penang Hospital.

This time, the organisation donated
seven units of myAIRVO 2 to the Pen-
ang Hospital to cater to the needs of
the critically-ill Covid-19 patients.

The Fisher & Paykel Healthcare’s
myAIRVO 2 provides respiratory sup-
port and airway hydration.

It provides high flow of air or oxygen
mixtures to spontaneously breathing
patients through the Optiflow nasal

Khoo (left) and Tzu-Chi volunteers dellvermg the myAIRVO 2 units to the
Penang Hospital.

Tzu-Chi donates respiratory support
units to aid Covid-19 patients

cannula interface.

Buddhist Tzu-Chi Merits Society Ma-
laysia commissioner Khoo Boo Leong
said the seven units of myAIRVO 2
would be able to support the needs of
the Covid-19 patients at the new high
dependency ward in Penang Hospital.

“Our organisation’s medical mis-
sion is ‘safeguarding lives and health
with love’.

“We will continue to strive towards
this direction.

“Tzu-Chi is grateful to all its do-
nors,” he said.



serve commumf
dutifully

HIRTY volunteers from
Tthe Central Seberang

Perai branch of the Ma-
laysia Red Crescent Soci-
ety (MRCS) Penang Chapter
have been at the forefront
to assist the frontliners ever
since the emergence of the

Covid-19 pandemic in the
country last year.
According to its disaster

management committee chair-
man Ng Tzer Chyuan, the team
has been actively involved in
supplying the frontliners with
basic needs such as food sup-
plies, face shields, hand sani-
tisers and gloves.

“Our disaster management
taskforce comprises a total
of 30 volunteers who are also
involved in community engage-
ment work mainly in the SPT
district.

“We have distributed some
essential items to our front-
liners, namely the police,
healthcare workers from the

Health Ministry, Fire and
Rescue Department, and the
Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) squad.

“We have also distributed
a total of 17,000 ‘DIY-made’
face shields to the frontliners.
This is our gesture of apprecia-
tion to them,” said Ng during
an interview session with Bu-
letin Mutiara on May 31.

Ng said the team also con-
stantly worked with state
representatives and the Vil-
lage Community Management
Councils (MPKKs) to assist
those who are in need.

“Thus far, we have given out
‘family kits’ consisting of gro-
cery items to a total of 850
households.

“The recipients were identi-
fied by the state Welfare De-
partment

“Our team also frequently
gets in touch with the state
representatives and MPKKs to
provide aid to the people in our

neighbourhood,” added Ng.

Besides that, Ng said the
MRCS SPT branch has also
supplied Covid-19 intubation
boxes to the Bukit Mertajam
Hospital, Seberang Jaya Hos-
pital and Seberang Jaya Klinik
Kesihatan.

“We also have stationed our
ambulance at the Bukit Mer-
tajam Hospital’s vaccination
centre as standby in the event
of emergencies.

“We have also so far con-
ducted a total of 17 blood do-

RM5,000 boost for
Buddhist temple

STATE Housing, Local Government,
Town and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jagdeep Singh
Deo donated RM5,000 to the Ma-
hindarama Buddhist Temple in Jalan
Kampar, George Town in conjunc-
tion with Wesak Day recently.

With devotees not allowed
into temples for the festival and
a strict “nogo” for the usual float
procession under the MCO 3.0,
Jagdeep decided to put a smile
on the faces of the representa-
tives from the temple through
this contribution.

“Itis truly a challenging period
for all, especially with new Co-
vid-19 cases showing no sign of
slowing down at the moment.

“Without the existence of the
pandemic, Wesak Day would
have been graced by so many
devotees across the country
with active participation in big-
scale rituals and processions at
temples.

“But due to the unprecedent-
ed situation, sacrifices like these
are crucial to curb further spread
of the infections.

“This is just a small contribu-
tion from me, and it is hoped the
temple would do the necessary
and assist the needy around
this area,” Jagdeep told report
ers during his visit to the temple
on May 26.

nation drives,” said Ng while
adding that there are a total of
400 volunteers at MRCS SPT
branch.

In view of the current pan-
demic, Ng urged everyone to
stay vigilant at all times.

“We are encountering a cru-
cial phase of the pandemic, so
please do not move around if
you do not have anything im-
portant or urgent matters to
be done.

“Follow the advice given by
the Health Ministry by adher-

u= Ng (centre) and
il his disaster
i management
teammates are
== ready to serve the
community.

ing to the standard operating
procedures (SOPs).”

Ng added that during the
floods that occurred last June,
the team had provided the vic-
tims in the SPT district with
grocery items.

“Other than that, our volun-
teers had supplied face masks,
face shields, hand wash, hand
sanitisers to primary and sec-
ondary schools as well as con-
tributed 1,000 pairs of white
shoes and socks for the needy
students,” Ng said.

il davet

Jagdeep presenting a mock cheque for RM5,000 to Surya (third from right) as Saravanan
(second from right) looks on.

It is learnt that the
RM5,000 donation was from
Jagdeep’s Datuk Keramat as-

semblyman allocation.
Also present during the visit

police chief Supt V. Saravanan
and the temple’s vice-chairman

were Northeast district deputy Dr D. Surya.
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