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Chow (in white shirt
and light blue face
mask), Noor Azmi (in
white shirt, dark blue
face mask), Norlela
(wearing brown

i headscarf), Asmayani
(standing beside Noor
Azmi) and Sahabudin
(in blue chequered
shirt) receiving the
first shipment of the
PfizerBioNTech’s
Covid-19 vaccine
at the Penang
International Airport.

u_rges Penangites to take vaccine to sfbp Cowd-19

Chow, getting a
Coyvid-19 shot

Hafisah.

uStory by Christopher Tan &

K.H. Ong

®Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad &
Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar

HIEF Minister Chow Kon
CYeow took the lead in the Co-

vid-19 fight when he became
the first non-medical personnel in
Penang to receive the Covid-19 vac-
cination.

Feeling very upbeat after taking
the jab, Chow described the injec-
tion as “no pain” at all.

“I must thank the matron who
administered the vaccine. It was
a very gentle process with her im-
mense experience.

“| think most of us, if not all, feel
very upbeat; no pain and we hope

this will be a very good experience
for the rakyat who will be vaccinated
in due time,” Chow told a press con-
ference at the Ambulatory Care Cen-
tre (ACC) building in Penang Hospi-
tal on Feb 28.

Chow was the first of 12 recipi-
ents at the launch of the state-level
Covid-19 Immunisation Programme
at Penang Hospital.

He had accepted an offer by the
state Health Department director Da-
tuk Dr Asmayani Khalib to be the first
non-medical personnel in Penang to
receive the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine
following its arrival at the Penang In-
ternational Airport on Feb 21.

Also present to witness the arriv-
al of the shipment of 16,000 doses
of vaccine by Cathay Pacific Cargo

aircraft were Deputy Health Minister
| Datuk Dr Noor Azmi Ghazali, state
Agrotech and Food Security, Rural
Development and Health Commit-
tee chairman Dr Norlela Ariffin, Pen-
ang police chief Comm Datuk Sa-
habudin Abd Manan, National Secu-
rity Council Penang director Nazrul
Fazami Mohamad and Balik Pulau
police chief Supt A. Anbalagan.
After Chow had taken his Cov-
id-19 shot, the others who followed
were Sahabudin, Deputy Chief Min-
ister | Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Ab-
dul Rahman, Deputy Chief Minister
Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy, State Sec-
retary Datuk Abdul Razak Jaafar,
Asmayani and six medical officers.

*Turn to p5




uStory by Christopher Tan and
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TOTAL of 19 most impact-
A:ed groups or institutions
eceived

some good news
recently when
the state govern-
ment announced a
RM8.41m alloca-
tion under the Pen-
ang People’s Aid
Package 3.1.

This latest
aid package, the
second part of the
state’'s RM20 mil-
lion financial aid package 3.0, was
approved by the Penang executive
council meeting on Feb 17.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the aid focused on the most
vulnerable groups to allow them to
survive.

“We want to continue our effort
to strengthen the state’s economy
and develop it via productivity.

“We hope that the financial aid
together with the previous Penang
People’s Aid Packages can provide
business continuity in the state,”
he said when announcing the aid
package on Feb 19.

Chow added the Penang Peo-
ple’s Aid Package 3.1 would assist
22,871 recipients. (See graphics
for full details.)

For more information, visit the
official Penang government web-
site at www.penang.gov.my

Meanwhile, Buletin Mutiara
spoke to some of those who will
benefit from the aid.

Committee chairman of Pusat
Jagaan Rumah Sejahtera in Ber-
tam, Kepala Batas, Datuk Tan
Yong Seng, expressed his grati-
tude to the state government for
the one-off RM5,000 aid under the
aid package.

Tan: Timely
financial aid.

“The financial aid is
timely in view of the Co-
vid-19 situation.

"We rely on public do-
nations to operate our
care centre and it has
been hugely affected be-
cause of the pandemic.

“We are unable to or-
ganise donation drives

to raise funds due to the
movement control order
(MCO 2.0).

“We can now use the RM5,000
aid to sustain the operating cost of
the care centre.

"This shows that the Penang
government cares for the welfare
of the people," he told Buletin Mu-
tiara when contacted on Feb 24.

Penang People’s Aid
Package 3.1
(RMS8. 41 mil)

Mobile spa service
operator Che Zarinu Za-
karia said she would be
using her RM500 one-
off assistance to pur-
chase spa equipment
and products for her
business.

"My business has
been hugely affected

year. The impact contin-
ues with the implementation of the
second MCO this year.

"I could earn more than
RM1,000 a day before the pan-
demic. But now, it is very difficult
to get customers due to the inter-
district travel restrictions.

"I am grateful to the Penang
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government for not
forgetting us," Che Za-
rinu, who has been in
the business for three
years, said.

Meanwhile, Asso-
ciation of Tourist Attrac-
tions Penang (ATAP)
chairman Ch'ng Huck
Theng commended the
state for providing the
much needed financial
assistance.

“I thank the state for the
RM1,000 one-off financial assis-
tance to tour location operators.

"l hope that the state govern-
ment can also consider other
forms of assistance such as ex-
empting certain taxes to help us
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Ch'ng said.

Penang Hindu Endowment
Board (PHEB) executive director
Datuk M. Ramachandran praised
the Penang government for allocat-
ing the RM1,000 one-off aid for
temples and non-Muslim houses
of worship.

“It is a good move by the Pen-
ang government to provide this fi-
nancial aid.

“| also appeal to any non-gov-
ernmental organisation (NGO) or
good Samaritans to lend a helping
hand.

“We cannot just rely on the
state government for help. We can
all play our part to assist places of
worship,” he said.

Penang People’s Aid
Package 3.1
(RMS8.41 mil)
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Reducing risk the smart way

PENANG is boosting its smart
initiatives further in view of the
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said the smart initia-
tives include cashless transac-
tions and the Penang Smart Park-
ing system.

“They are among 75 smart ini-
tiatives in Penang.

“Twenty-three government de-
partments and agencies have
initiated the e-payment system
in Penang and I'm happy to note
that there were about 835,000
cashless transactions made as of
Dec 31 last year, which amounted

to some RM400 million.

“Smart initiatives can help re-
duce the risk of Covid-19 infec-
tion.

“One of the factors which con-
tributed to the spread of Covid-19
is surface contact.

“Smart initiatives such as
cashless transactions and smart
parking can reduce surface con-
tact,” he told a media conference
via Facebook Live on Feb 11.

Jagdeep said 56 public mar-
kets in Penang had hopped on
board and supported the cash-
less transaction effort.

“A total of 167,656 cashless
transactions were recorded as
of Feb 10, which amounted to

Jagdeep (in red, first row) with the recipients. The simple presentation was held with proper
physical distancing.

RM2.5 million,” he said.

Jagdeep then gave away es-
sential groceries to the repre-

sentatives of charity homes and
needy families in Datuk Keramat.
He urged the rakyat to be vigi-

lant and adhere to the standard
operating procedures to curb the
spread of Covid-19.
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HE Penang government has
Tannounced an ex-gratia pack-

age for 1,615 fishermen who
would be affected by the proposed
Penang South Reclamation (PSR)
project.

Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk Ah-
mad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman said
under the proposed Social Impact
Management Plan (SIMP) for the
PSR project, the ex-gratia package
would benefit licensed fishermen
and members of nine fishing units.

The nine fishing units are from
Permatang Tepi Laut, Sungai Batu,
Teluk Kumbar and Gertak Sanggul
(Tier 1) and Seri Jerjak, Batu Maung,
Teluk Tempoyak, Pulau Betong and
Kuala Sungai Burong (Tier 2).

He said for Tier 1, a tekong
would be given RM20,000 plus a
boat and an engine while a crew
member would receive RM12,960.

For Tier 2, a tekong would be giv-
en RM13,200 and crew members
would get RM5,400 each.

“The amount offered is accord-
ing to the location of the unit. The
state government would like to em-
phasise that this is an ex-gratia pay-
ment, not compensation.

“The offer of boats and engines
is to allow them to fish in more dis-
tant locations after the island rec-
lamation,” Ahmad Zakiyuddin, who
is also the Fishermen Task Force
chairman, told a press conference
at Komtar on Feb 5.

For a start, he said the state
government would advance RM500
from the ex-gratia payment to them
through electronics fund transfer
(EFT) after the fishermen have regis-
tered their information and details,
beginning from Feb 8.

The remaining amount, he said,
would be paid in two instalments —
75% in March and the remaining
25% in January 2022.

Local fishermen are requested
to register with the Pusat Perkhi-
matan Setempat Nelayan (PPSN)
Permatang Damar Laut and Gertak

Ex-gratia package
for

Farizan and Maheswatri.
Sanggul.

They should call the PPSN hot-
line 1-800-88-6393 or PTMP 1-300-
889700 for an appointment.

The PSR project is to reclaim
three islands (Islands A, B and C)
at the south-end of the Penang is-
land, measuring a total of 4,500
acres in land size. Island A will be
2,300 acres in size, Island B will
be 1,400 acres and Island C will be
800 acres.

The tridislands  reclamation
project is to finance the state’'s
transport master plan which will
see highways, rail lines and other
modes of transport introduced.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin said work on
Island A is expected to start in late
March or early April and would be
completed in 2027.

“We'll do it in stages, reclaiming
about 25 acres each month. While
this is going on, fishermen can still
go out to the sea to fish,” he said.

He said the state government
decided to engage with the fishing
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Ahmad Zakiyuddin (right) showing the ex-grati payment for

fishermen

community over the ex-gratia issue
through other networks after the
Penang Fishermen’s Association
(Pen Mutiara) was not ready to ne-
gotiate with the state government.

He said Pen Mutiara wanted to
wait for the outcome of their ap-
peal against the approval of the
Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) report by the director general
of Department of Environment. The
appeal will be decided by the DOE
Board of Appeal.

Penang Infrastructure Corpora-
tion Sdn Bhd (PICSB) chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Seri Farizan Da-
rus, who was also present, said
work would only start after they
have obtained the approval of the
Environmental Management Plan
(EMP) from the DOE.

When the DOE approved the EIA
report last June 25, it imposed 72
conditions on the state’s project
delivery partner SRS Consortium.

“We're confident of obtaining
the EMP by the end of March after

the fishermen from the screen. With him are

submitting it in January this year
and according to all the require-
ments needed,” Farizan said.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin said the
PSR project would further benefit
the fishermen as SIMP proposed
to construct four new fishing jet-
ties in Permatang Tepi Laut, Sun-
gai Batu, Teluk Kumbar and Ger-
tak Sanggul.

Furthermore, he said the state
government would provide support
to fishermen who are interested in
venturing into aquaculture, passen-
ger and tourist boat services and
processing of seafood.

In addition, he said the state
government would give priority
to eligible fishermen for low-cost
housing schemes.

Also present at the press con-
ference were SRS construction
director Adil Putra Ahmad and M.
Maheswari, the Under Secretary
for the State Economic Planning
Division under the Penang State
Secretariat.

‘Developed states’ need support, funds to progress further

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the federal government often
had the perception that Penang, like
Selangor, is a developed state and
therefore does not need any assis-
tance or grant from Putrajaya.

“They fail to see that these ‘de-
veloped states’ are among the big-
gest contributors to the federal gow-
ernment.

“How are we (the developed
states) supposed to intensify our
development without the much-
needed support from the federal
government, and yet, to be one of

the biggest contributors in the coun-
try?

“States like Penang also need
grants and funds for development.

“Sometimes, we would be glad
if at least a loan from the federal
government could be given to imple-
ment a certain project. Sadly, we
are in a situation now that even a
loan may also not be approved,”
Chow said in the webinar, organised
by WISDOM Foundation, on Feb 9.

The webinar titled “Income tax
revenue for states too: Can Ma-
laysia learn from Indonesia?” was

conducted via Zoom from 8pm to
9.30pm.

Chow said most of the tax rev-
enue is collected by the federal gow-
ernment.

“These include taxes on income,
oil and gas, customs, excise, bank-
ing, visa, foreign exchange and oth-
ers.

“The federal government has
great control over tax collection in
this country, while the states have
limited capacity to raise funds.

“The federal government may at
times discourage loans or issuance

of bonds, hence affecting develop-
ment projects of the states.

“Such arrangement forces the
states to be extra dependent on
the federal government for develop-
ment funds, and in turn, they have
control over the states,” Chow said.

Chow said the Penang govern-
ment welcomed the private sector
to jointly develop the state.

“We invite more private com-
panies to roll out infrastructure
projects in Penang. Be part of our
journey in making Penang more sus-
tainable and liveable,” Chow said.
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Penang E-Mall
generates
staggering
RMb583m sales
in six months

THE collaboration between Pen-
ang Halal International (PHI) and
Shopee Malaysia to launch the
Penang E-Mall last year resulted
in a whopping RM583 million of
sales in just six months.

The e-mall aims to support mi-
cro-businesses as well as small
and medium enterprises (SMEs)
affected by the movement control
order (MCO).

Spearheaded by PHI and sup-
ported by the Penang govern-
ment, the campaign started on
June 15 and ended last Dec 31

State Entrepre-
neurial  Develop-
ment, Trade and In-
dustry Committee
chairman  Datuk
Abdul Halim Hus-
sain (pix) said PHI, g s
an agency underL
the Penang gov-
ernment, started this initiative to
support entrepreneurs adversely
affected by the pandemic.

“In the course of six months,
the campaign helped more
than 15,000 sellers across the
state.

“Out of these sellers, 10,000
are new to e-commerce, with
more than 700 of them being
halal sellers,” he said during an
online press conference via Zoom
on Feb 8.

He added the amount gener-
ated was based on collective ef-
forts by business owners who
featured a variety of products in-
cluding food, fashion, home appli-
ances and many more.

“This would not have been
possible without the support of
the people, so the Penang gov-
ernment and PHI would like to
thank everyone for showing tre-
mendous support,” he added.

Abdul  Halim said the
RM500,000 which was invested
by the Penang government and
directed to the participating
sellers in the form of vouchers,
generated some RM6 million in
sales, marking a commendable
12-fold return on investment for
the state.

PHI chief executive officer
Aida Lim Abdullah said she
was pleased that Penang E-
Mall concluded on a high note,
including many halal business-
es that gained recognition and
support that they deserve from
Malaysians.
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Family values

come first
for Nicol

SUDAHEAH ANDA MEMJELASKAN BAYARAN CUKA] TANAH/CUKAI PETAKYT
i Cara Peenbayarar: >
Kaxinter Pejabat Daesah & Tanah
: :.I.I-j Il:.-. it f kad dabit
celfkiriman warg/siriman wang pot dibayar stas rema “Pentadibir Tanah Daerah”

Bayaran atas takam {oniine payment] - ctanah.penang gov.my

£aj piiihcdmaten bagi ked debit sebaryak AMOSO dan kad bredin §00% B setiap transakl

( Pengermankinisn Hama, Alamat surat-maearat di 82

Siterm PTG {atas talan) - etanahpenang. gov.my

Barang N&[T] - diperoishi di Kaunter Hasll Pejabal Dserah & Taraly/ Pejabat Tanah & Galian

[ bahagian belakang bil colal tanahy/oukai petaik

. I Cara Somak Aksun Cukal %,

Semakan atas takan (onfine poyreent) — etansh.penang gov.my
|dengan menguirakan O P POLS § TENTERA f NO. SYARIKAT]

& Prranyaan .

Pejabat Daerah & Tansh Seberang Peral Utara - 04-577 6500 / D4-577 6618

arg Prrai Tefgah < 04-548 BRAR / 04-548 5915
Pelabal Dasdah & Tanah Seberang Pecal Selatan - 04-585 7800 / 0&-585 TR51
Peabat Doevah & Tanah Daerah Timor Laut - C3-550 5308 f 04-650 5250
Pejabat Daevah & Tanah Daerah Barat Daya - 04568 9400 7 D368 3455
Paabhat Tanah dan Gallen = D4- 650 58459 § 04 650 5847

EEMAKLUMAN

FALAT: CAS PERNHIDMATAN BAGH PEMBAYARAN ATAS TALLAN D BIL CUKAL 2011

bagi paembayaran Cukal Tamah'Tulal Petak wecaia aras talli

¢ akwA dikenakan b & ko clebit wibahyds KM, S0 dlen

uk Batiap frantaks

Sifa ahafican ralat pada permyataan “Caj perdhedmatan bagl kad deba dan kad

uStory by Christopher Tan

HE has been named the
sWorId Games Greatest
Athlete Of All Time and is
considered the greatest female

| squash player of her generation.

But in all her achievements, the
one constant for Datuk Nicol David
(pix) has been her family values.

“l have learned so much from
my family, the way they treat peo-
ple. They are super grateful and
have always respected others.

“It does not matter if you win
or lose, it's about being a good
person. That is the most impor-
tant,” Nicol said on Feb 8 during
an online forum session held in
celebration of her achievement as
the World Games Greatest Athlete
Of All Time.

The online forum was organ-
ised by Penang Squash Associa-
tion and powered by Next AGM.

“I carry that until this day be-
cause success comes and goes,
but people will recognise you if you
are a good person.

“It all comes down to being
brought up as a Penangite. Maybe
it's the Penang water, you know,”
she laughed.

Nicol shared one of her tough-
est decisions during her journey
as a squash legend.

“One of my biggest obstacles
was making the decision to leave
my family and my home to train
overseas.

“That was my chance to really
grow and to be a professional

grow,” she said.

It all started when Nicol was
four and a half years old when she
followed her elder siblings, Lianne
and Cheryl, to the squash centre
where they trained under coach Ee
Phoeh Hoon.

As Nicol was a very hyperactive
child, she would run all over the
centre.

Nicol’s parents, Desmond Da-
vid and Ann Marie, recollected the
time when Nicol first showed her
interest in squash.

“We got hold of Nicol and she
was placed in one corner of the
centre by the coach (who later be-
came Nicol’s first coach) while her
sisters trained.

“Nicol got so excited to play
squash. She would come home,
go to the room and practise with
a small racquet until there was a
big black patch in the wall,” Ann
Marie said.

Nicol, who took part in the on-
line forum from Bogota in Colom-
bia, said she was a very competi-
tive person.

“My sisters were my bench-
mark growing up. | had a vision
which was to beat my sisters.

“My main goal was to see how
far | could go with the talent that |
have. | tried to push myself to the
maximum. | wasn’t thinking of how
long | was going to be world num-
ber one.

“My motivation was not to feel
comfortable and to always stay on
my toes. If you are comfortable,
people will come and take over,”
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part of squash development in
some way.

“I hope to empower girls and
boys to build the values of sports
via the Nicol David Organisation.

“Squash has given me so
much. | know for a fact that we can
create health awareness, a com-
munity that is together and build
those values to be better people
through the organisation that | am
going to bring forward.

“We will give them a chance to
experience the game that | love,
and more so, to teach them the
health habit,” Nicol said.

She thanked everyone who
voted for her to be awarded the
World Games Greatest Athlete Of
All Time by The World Games.

“It feels pretty amazing and sur-
real. The whole of Malaysia came
together and voted for me when
the voting system was happening.

“I am very grateful for all the
support. If it wasn’t for their love
and support, | wouldn’t have got
the award. It was such an honour.
Thank you so much,” she said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow congratulated Nicol on her
achievements and asked about
her wellbeing. Chow also said that
Malaysia was still fighting the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

“As you know, we are not out
of the woods yet. The condition
is getting very serious,” Chow
told Nicol.

Nicol said that she had been in
Bogota for the last three years.

“l was training in Bogota during
my last year before retirement. It's
a great place and | love it here, so |
decided to make it my second base
— so here and Malaysia.

“I’'m now doing work from Bo-
gota due to the pandemic as it
is quite difficult to go back to
Malaysia.

“l do online motivational talks
and get my foundation together.

“My team is here with me and
we are working together. We are in
the midst of finalising the registra-
tion before | return to Malaysia in
March,” she said.

Nicol said she understood that
it had been hard for Malaysians
these last few months.

She told Malaysians to stay
positive and stay safe.

Also present were state ex-
ecutive council members Chong
Eng and Soon Lip Chee, Squash
Racquets Association of Malay-
sia (SRAM) president Gerard
Monteiro, Squash Racquets
Association of Penang (SRAP)
president Datuk Lim Tiong Chin
and SRAP honorary secretary
Daniel Loh. The online forum
was moderated by SRAP deputy
president Linda Geh.



Cancer

survivors
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ANCER is a “journey” that patients
Chave to understand, but for some
the six-letter word is scary.

“Some patients may feel that it is the
end of the road, but they don’t realise that
there are people who survived.

“It was frightening to me as well. But |
was very strong when the doctor told me
that | had cancer,” said cancer survivor
Sukhveer Kaur, 55.

“However, | didn’t know what my future
was. The moment you know that you have
cancer, the doctor will prepare you for sur-
gery. After surgery, it's the treatment. And
after treatment, where would you go?

“That’s where we come in. We provide
counselling, we do laughter therapy, we
empower patients and we become pa-
tient advocates,” Sukhveer, the founder
of Himmat Support Group, said in an in-
terview on Feb 4.

Sukhveer was diagnosed with carcinoid

tumour (a form of neuroendocrine tumour)
in 2008 and had total gastrectomy (remov-
al of stomach) the same year.

“It was on July 21, 2008 when the doc-
tor performed the anastomosis (a surgical
connection), joining my oesophagus and
my small intestine.

"Initially, | started having bouts of diar-
rhoea for a few years. Now it's vomiting,
especially if | eat something that cannot be
accepted by my body. Or else, I'll be burp-
ing until | don’t vomit.

“I'm used to it now. It does not change
my appreciation of life. | love food and food
loves me.

“I have to watch my diet. Foods that are
high in carbohydrate and sugary stuff, they
always cause problems. | take more pro-
teins when | go out, but when at home |
become ‘naughty’ occasionally.

“It has been about 12 years since | lost
my entire stomach and | am very proud of
myself.

“Every July 21, | celebrate the anniver-
sary of my newfound light which | call ‘Ki-
randeep’. And | call it Singh and Kaur as it

‘h-

has no gender,” she laughed.

She said “kiran” means sustaining light.

Her husband, Daljit Singh, 57, also
shared his journey as a cancer survivor.

“I am a strict vegetarian. | love to jog; |
love hiking and I'm a health addict.

“So, when | was diagnosed with left re-
nal carcinoma (kidney cancer) in 2011, |
could not accept it,” he said.

Daljit had his left kidney and the adrenal
glands removed. He also had to undergo
28 cycles of radiotherapy the side effects
of which hit him hard.

It took Daljit two years to recover his
strength.

Sukhveer and Daljit walked the journey
together and they have been reaching out
to not only cancer patients but other pa-
tients who need counselling and empow-
erment.

She founded the Himmat Support Group
six months after her total gastrectomy.

“Before the Covid-19 pandemic, we
used to visit cancer patients, including the
very young ones, at the hospitals.

“I am known as ‘Smiley the Clown’

Sukhveer and Daljit
sharing their experience
with Buletin Mutiara.

Wa o W=

because | dress as a clown when | visit
children who have cancer. | feel accom-
plished to be the reason behind some-
one’s happiness.

“We have also helped those who need
emotional support, not only the patients
but also the family members.

“We may not be able to walk in their
shoes, but we can walk beside them,”
she said.

She said Himmat Support Group has
supported people from as far as New Zea-
land and the United Kingdom.

“Joy is the essence of life. Be content-
ed with what you have and remember to
laugh,” Sukhveer said when asked about
her message to others.

Sukhveer and Daljit said World Cancer
Day, which is celebrated on Feb 4 annually,
is significant to commemorate cancer sur-
vivors, carers, and medical practitioners.

The Komtar tower glowed in blue from
8pm to 10pm on Feb 4 to mark the special
occasion.

Those who need emotional support can
contact Sukhveer at 012-4300497.

Chow grateful for smooth launch
of immunisation programme

*From p1
They will all receive their second dose of
the vaccine 21 days later.

Chow said they were very grateful that
the state-level Covid-19 Immunisation Pro-
gramme could be launched smoothly with
12 people vaccinated as a symbolic start.

“I hope the first phase of vaccination
for about 31,000 frontliners in Penang will
be done smoothly.

“I hope with the launch today, we have
shown our confidence in the vaccine we re-
ceived this morning. | hope the launch can
convince the public that we must believe
the vaccine is one of the ways to help us
control and finally overcome Covid-19.

“I take this opportunity to thank all the
frontliners in Penang for all their efforts
during the past one year and also in the
time to come,” Chow added.

Matron Hafisah Hamzah, who had the
distinction of vaccinating Chow, said she
was only notified of her duty two days ago.

“I was excited when | was told that |
was selected to administer the injections.
| told myself to do my best. The Chief Min-
ister is a very nice and friendly person.
This is the first time | have met him,” said
a smiling Hafisah, who has been working
in the Penang Hospital Infectious Control

Centre since the SARS pandemic in 2003.

The vaccination process took about 30
minutes, with the recipients going through
a briefing, consent taking, registration,
injection and finally waiting in a room for
blood pressure to be taken and for other
observation.

Before being released, all of them were
given a vaccination card each.

Asmayani said the frontliners who
would receive the vaccines in the first
phase include medical and healthcare
staff, police, Rela and Armed Forces per-
sonnel.

Penang Hospital's Covid-19 manage-
ment team chief Dr Chow Ting Soo said
the hospital would run its full programme
from March 1, giving the shots to 288 re-
cipients every day from Monday to Friday.

“We intend to finish giving the two dos-
es to each of the frontliners at Penang
Hospital by the end of April,” she said.

Sahabudin said he had taken many
jabs before but the Covid-19 injection
was “not painful”.

“I feel fine. | hope my police force num-
bering 6,000 will also join in the vaccina-
tion programme but first, we will let the
priority group among our personnel to get
the vaccines,” he said.
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Chow (centre) posing with (front row, from left) Sahabudin, Ramasamy, Asmayani, Ahmad
Zakiyuddin, Abdul Razak, Hafisah, and (second row) other medical personnel after being vaccinated.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

No Tel/ No Faks

04 - 649 3976
04 - 649 3976

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

No Tel/ No Faks

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismaill

(T) 04 - 866 0214

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

N.0O1 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.02 BERTAM {T) 013 - 430 6400

P) 04- 576 7606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jogdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

[T% 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 -594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
lim nen nang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Zulkifli lorahim (T)
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkkifly Md. Lazim (T)

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

04 - 228 8482
04-2288514

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.01 PENAGA

(T)

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rosli Hasan

(T) 010 - 468 5990

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman
haijifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’'s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

@ Make Covid-19 Immunisation Programme a Success

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

M

The Vaccine
has arrived - Letl

By Azmi Hussin

€ renanglawancovid19
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sStory by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

E is not well-educated but
Hit did not stop Kamalana-

than Ponnusamy, 38, from
dreaming big and finally opening
his own car accessories shop.

That was 19 years ago when he
made a remarkably bold move to
start his business with a start-up
capital of RM180,000.

Much of the money was from
his savings while he was working
parttime at one of the car acces-
sories shops in Penang.

Known as Min Tais Enterprise,
Kamalanathan’s shop is located at
Jalan Bagan Luar in Butterworth,
and specialises in exhaust sys-
tems and installation.

“It all started when | realised
there was an increasing demand
for a car exhaust system,” said
Kamalanathan during an interview

session with Buletin Mutiara at his
shop on Jan 21.

“I quickly seized the opportunity
and established the shop which
was also one of the earliest car ac-
cessories shops in Butterworth at
that time.

“After | finished my Standard Six,
| decided to quit school because |
had no interest in academics.

“Shortly after that, | worked on
a parttime basis at a car acces-
sories shop in Penang.

“It was there | became passion-
ate about the automotive industry
and car accessories.

“So, after working for some
time and gaining enough experi-
ence, | decided to set out on my
own,” he added.

Like most businesses, the be-
ginning was not easy but Kamalan-
athan persevered even when there
were only a few customers.

As time passed, he began to
garner a strong base of loyal cus-

‘Rotimen’ stay

Covid-19
challenges

THE “rotimen”, or bread vendors,
who we see frequently in our neigh-
bourhood, are staying resilient de-
spite being affected economically
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

K.P. Chandrasekaran, 71, was
seen carrying trays of what we call
“Bengali bread” and buns to be put
inside his crate when Buletin Muti-
ara approached him for an interview
recently.

The tiredHooking yet strong-willed
Chandrasekaran, who has been a
bread vendor for 30 years, lament-
ed that business has been sluggish
due to the movement control order
(MCO 2.0).

“Every day, | will start off my busi-
ness at the Kajang Road Market.
Then, | will go around the Little India
area as well as to other places.

‘It is difficult to sell all my bakery
items as there are fewer people
now on the streets. So, | have re-
duced the number of bread loaves
and buns that | usually take from
the bakery.

“I normally take items which
would cost around RM120 but now
| am taking about half of that,” said
Chandrasekaran.

He hopes that the federal or
the state government would assist
bread vendors who are facing a sim-
ilar situation as him.

“Before the pandemic, we could
earn a decent living. Now, it has cre-
ated financial chaos for people like
me who depend on daily wages.

“Till then, | have to keep run-
ning,” he said, adding that he has
a daughter who is still unemployed.

Another bread vendor, who only
wanted to be known as Dintu, 24,
relies heavily on his regular custom-
ers as he makes his rounds in Little
India.

“l do not go outside of Little In-
dia; the farthest would be the Weld
Quay area. Bread vendors actually
have their respective areas to cover.
If we cover the same area, we do it
at different times.

“Before the MCO, our sales
would range from RM200 to RM250
but now it has dropped to about

tomers satisfied with his workman-
ship and quality service.

“They come from as far as Jo-
hor Baru, Kelantan and neighbour-
ing states like Kedah and Perak.

“Most of them are older cus-
tomers and have been sending
their cars to us for many years be-
cause they are comfortable with
our services.

“However, due to the implemen-
tation of the movement control or-
der (MCO 2.0) that prohibits inter-
state travelling, they cannot come
here for now,” he added.

That has evidently put a dent
on his income, just as many other
businesses have been impacted
by Covid-19.

“Currently, my business is ex-
periencing 50% losses in revenue.
However, it has slowly improved af-
ter | decided to reduce the price of
selected items and give special dis-
counts on exhaust installation fee
during the MCO period,” he said.

When the pandemic is over,
Kamalanathan said he would not
rule out the possibility of expand-
ing his business by adding more
branches.

“The focus now is to sustain the
operation here first and we will see
how it goes after that,” he said.

Kamalanathan has not allowed
his poor education background be-
come a setback chiefly because
he is not afraid of hard work and is
willing to learn from past mistakes.

He may have started small
but Kamalanathan continues to
dream big.
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RM2110 to RM130 per day.

“Since no outsiders are coming
in frequently, | depend on my regu-
lar customers. They are mostly the
traders and working people from
nearby companies,” said Dintu.

Meanwhile, Malia Bakery chief
executive officer Kumaresan Mari-
adas said though his business has
dropped by almost 40%, the outlet
is still coping with it.

“Since this is an essential food,
we still have demand. However, it is
much less than before.

“Before the MCO, we produced
some 1,000 loaves of ‘roti Bengali’
but now it has been slashed to 600
to 700 loaves per day.

“Our walkin customers have
also decreased by 50%,” said Ku-
maresan.

Charity homes stay
resolute in hard times

CHARITY homes in Penang like
Ramakrishna Ashrama, St Nicho-
las Home, Pusat Jagaan Rumah
Sejahtera and Darul Hanan Care
Centre are staying strong in the
midst of the Covid-19 challenges.

When Buletin Mutiara contacted
them on Jan 30, most of them
shared a common challenge - diffi-
culty in maintaining their respective
homes due to lack of finances.

“The re-implementation of the
movement control order (MCO 2.0)
has made us financially unstable
but the continuous assistance from
the community is what is sustaining
us,” said Ramakrishna Ashrama
Penang deputy president K. Rama-
samy.

The  Ramakrishna  Ashrama
houses 32 children, aged between
five and 22, and it is also the oldest
Indian orphanage in Malaysia, start-
ing in 1938.

“Penangites in general are kind
and generous and | feel blessed
having been surrounded by good
souls who keep supporting us fi-
nancially.

“We have been receiving dry food
and vegetable supplies through our
‘Sponsor a Meal’ programme which
we initiated two years ago,” added
Ramasamy.

Although the donations are ad-
equate to feed the children, Ra-
masamy said it would be helpful if

the state government could assist
them with an annual allocation.

“We receive an allocation from
the Social Welfare Department
(JKM) annually as the home is regis-
tered under them. But that is insuf-
ficient for us to maintain the home
as our monthly expenses are about
RM30,000.

“So, we hope that the state gov-
ernment can also consider giving
us a similar allocation especially
during these trying times,” said Ra-
masamy.

Ramasamy added that Datok
Keramat assemblyman Jagdeep
Singh Deo and Jelutong MP R.S.N
Rayer had contributed provisions
during the first MCO last March.

“l was informed that YB Jagdeep
and Rayer would be making another
visit to the Ashrama to hand over
their contributions,” he added.

Donations can be made
to, The Ramakrishna  Ash-
rama Penang CIMB account
(8004085555) or Maybank ac-
count (557120055560).

Meanwhile, Pusat Jagaan Rumah
Sejahtera in Bertam, Kepala Batas,
committee chairman Datuk Tan
Yong Seng said due to the Covid-19
pandemic and reimplementation of
the movement control order (MCO
2.0), they could not organise any
donation drive and were hugely im-
pacted financially.



UDOS to the people of Pen-
Kang.

That was the compli-
ment Penang police chief Comm
Datuk Sahabudin Abd Manan
(pix) paid to Penangites for their
cooperation in abiding by the
standard operating procedures
(SOPs) during the ongoing move-
ment control order (MCO 2.0).

“I must say that Penangites are
highly cooperative with an SOP com-
pliance rate of 98%,” Sahabudin,
56, said during an interview with Bu-
letin Mutiara at the police headquar-
ters in Penang Road recently.

“The very close cooperation be-
tween the state Security Council,
Health Ministry and the state gov-
ernment has made our job so much
easier. We want to thank them.

“At one time, Penang was in the
green zone for 109 straight days.
The key to that success was coop-
eration from all quarters. If there is
one word to describe the achieve-
ment, | would say ‘excellent’.

“I believe if everyone continues
to cooperate, we can win the fight
against Covid-19.”

Sahabudin, who hails from Kuala
Terengganu, began his career with
the Malaysian police in 1989, short-
ly after graduating with a degree in
electrical engineering from Pacific
University in California.

Top cop praises Penangites

for SOP compliance

He joined the police air unit which
was engaged primarily with avionics
engineering.

Later, he rose through the ranks
to become the deputy Kedah police
chief in 2017 and then deputy direc-
tor | of the Bukit Aman Logistics and
Technology Department.

In a reshuffle, Sahabudin was
appointed Penang police chief on
March 4, 2020.

However, just two weeks into the
job as the Penang’s top cop, Sa-
habudin faced arguably his greatest
challenge thus far when the MCO
was enforced on March 18, 2020
to curb the spread of Covid-19.

“It was unprecedented.
We've never come across
this sort of virus transmis-
sion. The SOPs could change
within 24 hours and we've
to quickly adapt to the situa-
tion,” Sahabudin recalled.

“The MCO was a different
ball game. We set up road-
blocks to ensure SOPs were

adhered to. And the good part of it
was that the crime rate fell by 30%
during the MCO.”

With the surge of Covid-19 cases
and the re-imposition of the MCO
on Jan 13, he said the police have
stepped up their vigilance.

Being on the frontline, it was
not a surprise that several police
personnel contracted the virus.
Since March last year, a total

of 498 police per-
sonnel and their
family members
have fallen vic-

tim to Covid-19.

t Inter-
estingly,
a S

masks were desperately sought
last year as the Covid-19 be-
came fraught, Sahabudin said
91 reports of cheating cases
were lodged in the five police
districts of Penang.

“The victims had ordered and
paid for the face masks but they
did not receive them. The total
loss was over RM3.5 million. We
detained 19 people and charged
10 of them,” he said.

He revealed that Penang po-
lice seized RM49 million worth
of drugs in 2020 compared to
RM15 million in 2019.

The Penang police, Sahabudin
said, are aggressively clamping
down on illegal gambling dens,
with joint operations carried out
with Tenaga Nasional Berhad to
~ disconnect electricity sup-

. ply to the illegal gambling
premises.

On rising cybercrime,
he advised the public
not to reveal their bank

account numbers or other per-
sonal data when they receive calls
from unknown persons.

He said many are hoodwinked
into thinking that the caller is
genuinely calling from the police or
some authorities when the caller’s
number is displayed on the screen
of their handphones.

“Actually, these scammers are
calling from another source using
Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP)
and they sound convincing and
genuine,” he said.

In January, Penang police
smashed a Macau scam with the
arrest of 21 people, comprising
13 Malaysians and eight Chinese
nationals at two rented houses in
Batu Ferringhi.

“They were just starting to pro-
mote their investment to potential
victims from China. We could not
charge them for cheating because
there is no victim yet. But we may
charge them for infringing immi-
gration rules,” Sahabudin said.
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FACELIFT FOR TAMAN
SARDON FUTSAL COURT
RESIDENTS of Taman Sardon

can resume their futsal activities
at the newly-renovated court in
their neighbourhood once the
movement control order (MCO 2.0)
is lifted. According to Seri Delima
state assemblyman Syerleena
Abdul Rashid, the futsal court

was upgraded at a cost of RM
198,720.98 which was allocated by
State Youth and Sports Committee
chairman Soon Lip Chee. The
upgrading work took place from
Nov 3 till Dec 15, 2020. “The
upgrading work was done under
the supervision of North East
District and Land office who had
appointed Hatika Jaya Enterprise
as its contractor,” said Syerleena
during a site visit to the futsal court.
Soon who was also present said
that, basic sports infrastructure is
essential to enhance the growth of
sports in the state.

STEPS AGAINST COVID-19
PENANG Prison director Roslan
Mohamed said the department
has implemented several strict
and additional measures at the
Penang Remand Prison and
Seberang Perai Prison to curb
the spread of Covid-19. “We
have set up a low-risk Covid-19
centre at both prisons following a
rise in Covid-19 cases. Inmates
who contracted the virus at
Stage 1 and 2 will be treated
here by staff from the state
Health Department. Those in
the critical stage will be sent

to hospital,” said Roslan in an
interview with Buletin Mutiara at
his office recently. Roslan also
expressed his appreciation to
the Penang government, state
agencies, private sector, non-
governmental organisations and
good Samaritans who helped

by providing face masks, hand
sanitisers, gloves and many
others when there was a jump in
Covid-19 cases in both prisons
last year.

MBSP DRAFTS POST
COVID-19 ECONOMIC PLAN
THE Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) is drafting a post Covid-19
economic plan, emphasising the
importance of digital development
and circular economy. Mayor
Datuk Rozali Mohamud said the
plan would concentrate on solving
current local issues. “It includes
efforts to improve the people’s
quality of life, implement smart
waste management system, flood
mitigation, traffic dispersion,
payment gateway and to ensure
an efficient counter service and
safety,” he told Buletin Mutiara
recently. On challenges facing
MBSP’s frontliners, Rozali said
physical distancing is of paramount
importance. “The public must
play their roles to adhere to the
SOPs while understanding the
frontliners’ sacrifices. | would

like to express my gratitude to all
MBSP frontliners for carrying out
their tasks diligently.”

uStory by Victor Seow

TIE arrival of the first batch of
the Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19
vaccine at the Penang Inter-
national Airport in the late after-
noon of Feb 21 was quite a spec-
tacle that few Penangites were ac-
customed to.

Tension as well as excitement
filled the air and this was height-
ened with the presence of a spe-
cial police force unit at the tarmac
of the airport’'s cargo section to-
gether with Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, Deputy Health Minister
| Datuk Dr Noor Azmi Ghazali and
other state officials.

The last time a similar setting
of tight security and mood envel-
oped the airport was when Prince
Charles, the Prince of Wales, and
his wife Camilla, the Duchess
of Cornwall, stepped out of their
plane for their maiden visit to Pen-
ang in November 2017.

Only this time, what greeted us
upon arrival weren't the heir to the

British throne
and his spouse
but the means
forustoupthe
ante in our sur-

vival against the % e

Covid-19 virus.

Yes, the first batch of the
16,000 doses of the vaccine
contained in three boxes does of-
fer some hope that we are finally
heading towards the closure of the
pandemic, albeit at the very initial
stage.

Between lives and livelihood,
a phrase often used in the me-
dia to draw a comparison and the
need to strike a balance between
the two in this pandemic, the fed-
eral authorities are finally scoring
points in the former.

But what about our livelihood?
Do we have what it takes to
bounce back from the economic
doldrums which hit many of us like
a thunderbolt? Just a year ago, we
came face to face with the harsh
reality in the form of the MCO 1.0

Hard lessons learnt well

when almost every-
' thing came to a
standstill. Many
of our daily activi-
ties came to a halt
and planned holidays

were postponed indefi-
nitely.

It was under such trying condi-
tions when businesses were also
finding it hard to keep afloat due to
inactivity that Chief Minister Chow
reminded us not to “waste the
crisis” in his Kwang Wah Yit Poh
column.

He explained that his call -
Don't waste the crisis — “is to em-
brace the impacts of the Covid-19
pandemic with a positive mindset
that will allow us to emerge stron-
ger and better”.

What Chow meant, according
to my understanding, is that we
shouldn’t suffer from this pandem-
ic in vain without a proper reconfig-
uration of our skills and enhanced
business acumen once it is over.
It was his way of asking whether

we are game enough to pick our-
selves up after suffering this bout
of hard knocks which truly tested
everyone’s endurance to the core.

Moreover, there are also people
who | know that succeeded early
in life through their business ven-
tures and had the misconception
that their days of wine and roses
would simply last forever.

Understandably, this set of
young business people lacked the
entrepreneurial vigilance and skills
to survive the economic hardship
when things go south.

Perhaps, the time is right for
those whose livelihood was affect-
ed to conduct a thorough SWOT
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportu-
nities & Threats) analysis to rise up
from the ashes of Covid-19.

u Victor Seow is a special officer to
the Penang Chief Minister. He still
believes that Penangites will decide
what’s best for the state in spite of
the difficult times we’re living in.

The views expressed here are those of the
author/contributor and do not necessarily
represent the views of Buletin Mutiara.
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Mohd Bazid (second from left) presenting a mock house key to one
of the house buyers of Jiran Residensi affordable homes at PDC.

Jiran Residensi house buyers receive keys

THE Penang Development Corpo-
ration (PDC) conducted a virtual
ceremony for the first time on the
handover of keys to five house buy-
ers of Jiran Residensi affordable
project recently.

PDC chief executive officer Da-
tuk Mohd Bazid Abd Kahar present-
ed the keys to the invited buyers in
a symbolic ceremony held at the
PDC office in Bayan Baru on Feb 4.

It was witnessed online by Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who is
also PDC chairman, state Local
Government, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh Deo, Bagan
Dalam assemblyman Satees Mu-
niandy and Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) mayor Datuk Rozali
Mahmud among others at their re-

spective workplaces.

Chow commended PDC for hold-
ing the event despite being bound
strictly by the SOPs during the cur-
rent movement control order.

“The state government believes
that by handing over the keys to the
unit owners today, it is evident that
the Penang state government is
committed to its resolution to pro-
vide affordable housing for eligible
Penangites.

“I would like to thank PDC for its
contributions and hard work in car-
rying out the state government’'s
mandate to jointly plan and imple-
ment residential projects that are
able to maintain a harmonious,
safe and secure life for all Pen-
ang residents,” Chow said in his
speech.

MBPP committed to assisting
hawkers, traders

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) remains committed to do-
ing everything it can to reduce the
impact of Covid-19 on small and
medium businesses in the state
by embracing digjtalisation.

Mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang
said since last year, many initia-
tives have been introduced by
MBPP to help small traders and
hawkers sustain their businesses
by introducing several online plat-
forms to market their products
virtually.

“This is because we realise
that it is imperative for them to
adapt to the new normal by utilis-
ing the use of online platforms.

“Digitalisation is the way for-
ward due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic and also the implementa-
tion of the movement control or-
der (MCO) that has affected many
businesses.

“Realising that, we have intro-
duced platforms such as Busi-
ness From Home (BFH), Business
From Farm (BFF), and Jom Beli
Online, or JBO@MBPP.

“From these three platforms,
JBO@MBPP is the most success-
ful. It has recorded 325 registered
traders who are currently using
the online delivery platform to sell
their food and products.

“Thus, this shows that it is the
right time for us to use technology

to boost e-commerce and also
encourage the public to use cash-
less payment through eWallet and
other gateways,” said Yew during
an interview with Buletin Mutiara
at the MBPP office in Komtar re-
cently.

At the same time, Yew said
MBPP had also given four months
of rental waiver last year to the 42
night market operators, including
business premises under the city
council.

“We will continue to help them
with other forms of assistance
this year. That is our commitment.

“One of them that has already
been approved is the Penang
People’'s Aid Package 3.0 that
was announced by Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow in January.

Yew also added that the closed-
circuit television (CCTV) cameras
are also being used to ensure that
the public comply with the SOPs
to curb the spread of the virus.

“Through this method, MBPP is
utilising the CCTV cameras to de-
tect and track down those who do
not comply with the SOP in public
places

“We can take faster action
against those who refuse to abide
by the procedures and laws. We
are also working closely with the
police to ensure public safety,” he
added.
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