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Penang records RM14.1b investment inflows in 2020

uStory by Christopher Tan

ESPITE Covid-19 wreak-
Ding havoc on global

economies, Penang has
somehow bucked the trend by
recording RM14.1 billion in total
approved manufacturing invest-
ments for the year 2020.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said foreign direct invest-
ments (FDI) accounted for 75%
of approved manufacturing in-
vestments or RM10.55 billion
(YoY: -30%) in 2020.

“This made Penang the third
highest manufacturing FDI recip-
ient in Malaysia, accounting for
19% of the country’s total FDI.

“Meanwhile, domestic direct
investments (DDI) in Penang
jumped 92% year-onyear to
RM3.56 billion. It is a testament
to the state’s robust industrial
ecosystem where local play-
ers can participate and thrive,”
Chow said in a statement on
March 3.

Chow said that according to
the Malaysian Industrial Develop-
ment Authority (Mida), Penang’s
RM3.5 billion investment inflows
in the fourth quarter of 2020
(4Q20) involved 58 projects.

“We expect all the projects ap-
proved in the year 2020 to gen-
erate 13,268 new job opportuni-
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ties in Penang,” he said.

Chow added that Penang's
DDl increased 198% year-on-year
to RM1.8 billion in 4Q20, repre-
senting 51% of the state’s manu-
facturing investment inflows.

The remaining 49% or RM1.7
billion in 4Q20 came from FDI.

“We are happy to have
achieved such a commendable
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= Collectively Selangor,
Sarawak, Pulau Pinang,
Sabah & Johor contributed
nearly 73.4% of total approved
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investment performance de-
spite the global economic un-
certainties.

“Our versatile ecosystem and
strong fundamentals have the
capacity and capability to sup-
port the needs of the industries’
next-generation  technologies,
products, and long-term growth
strategies.

WP Labuan : RM70.2 mil.

“We will continue to uphold
the state’s competitive edge in
advanced manufacturing, to fur-
ther strengthen Penang’s indus-
try clusters and to embark on a
massive drive to attract talents
into the state. All these are key
efforts to ensure that Penang
remains as a preferred desti-
nation for high-quality invest-

RMI1.3
billion
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I’

RM12.0 bil

MIDA

ments,” he said.

Chow expressed his deepest
appreciation to the investors for
their confidence in Penang.

“We want to thank Mida for
the conducive and fruitful col-
laboration with InvestPenang in
attracting strategic investments
into the state,” he added.

*See also P2




MARCH 16 — 31, 2021

That was the feedback
from various quarters to
the announcement that Pen-
ang recorded RM14.1 billion in
total approved manufacturing
investments for the year 2020.
Buletin Mutiara managed
to interview a few business
stakeholders for their views
on the matter. Below are their
comments.

I MPRESSIVE achievement.

Datuk Jimmy Ong,
Federation of Malaysian
Manufacturers (FMM)
Penang chairman:

“On behalf of FMM Pen-
ang, | wish to congratulate the
Penang government for this
achievement despite the very
uncertain economic situation.
It shows that Penang is still an
attractive location for foreign
direct investments (FDIs) and
domestic direct investments
(DDls).

“In today’s competitive en-
vironment, investors are not
only looking at return on in-

State govt launches Penang

THE Penang government, through
the Penang Green Council (PGC),
launched the Penang Green Agen-
da (PGA) 2030 on Feb 27.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who is also PGC chairman, said
PGA is a framework and roadmap
for Penang to move forward as a
state powered by green economy
by 2030.

“PGA started in 2017 and it
took over three years to complete.
It is aimed at implementing strate-
gies to build a future-proof commu-
nity in Penang to meet and adapt
to forthcoming environmental chal-
lenges by 2030.

“The green agenda focuses on
10 key areas which have been
identified and highlighted by the
people as being important issues
now and in time to come.

“It is a crucial component of the
Penang2030 vision which is to re-
alise ‘A Family-Focused Green and

Top marks

vestment (ROI) but the whole
package, including sustainabil-
ity issues on the environment,
social and governance.

“The high investment figures
also will definitely attract more
skilled workers to Penang and
provide business opportunities
to local small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs).”

Datuk Loo Lee Lian,
InvestPenang chief
executive officer:

“The commendable per-
formance amid the sluggish
broader global economy reiter-
ates Penang’s robust industry
ecosystem and captivating as-
pects for both domestic and
foreign investors to thrive.

“The InvestPenang team is
fully committed to consistent-
ly providing the best possible
service to our investors. And

Smart State that Inspires the Na-
tion’,” Chow said in his speech dur-
ing an online launch at the Penang
Digital Library 2 (PDL 2) in Jalan
Masjid Negeri.

Among those present were
state Welfare and Environment
Committee chairman Phee Boon
Poh, state Transport and Infra-
structure  Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari and PGC general
manager Josephine Tan Mei Ling.

According to Chow, 10 working
groups from various backgrounds
such as the public service, civil so-
ciety, academia, professional bod-
ies and businesses were invited
during the threeyear span to give
ideas and to share their profes-
sional expertise in 10 different fo-
cus areas throughout the process.

“Some of the suggestions
have already been adopted, for in-
stance, the forming of the Renew-
able Energy and Energy Efficiency

we will continue to work hard
to anchor Penang’s position
as a destination of choice for
high-quality investments.”

Datuk Finn Choong,
Penang Chinese Chamber
of Commerce (PCCC) vice-
president:

“Firstly, congratulations and
a job well done to the state
government for the remarkable
achievement in these trying
times.

“The ecosystem of the world
is very fluid and everyone, in-
cluding Penang and our coun-
try, will have to be in tune and
react and more importantly
plan for these changes.

“As the saying goes ‘change
is the only constant’. | person-
ally believe that the livelihood
of the people is of the upmost

Green Agenda

Taskforce, the new dedicated
Disaster Management Unit, the
preparation of Green Tourism con-
cept and so on.

“This makes PGA the ultimate
document for reference when we
talk about a greener Penang.

“And these 10 reports are now
completed, approved and fully en-
dorsed by the Penang state govern-
ment,” he said.

Chow said the state government
welcomes everyone to access the
PGA document at the PGC website
(https://pgc.com.my/2020/) to
understand the issues and chal-
lenges highlighted.

Meanwhile, Tan said to ensure
PGA is comprehensive enough for
Penang, it went through three main
stages.

“The three main stages are
identifying environmental issues
Penang needs to overcome, de-
veloping a roadmap towards resil-

for state

importance and if our leaders
can plan and cater for this, the
support politically will follow.

“This is a sound strategy
that the state government is
pursuing under the leadership
of Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow since coming to power.

“l truly hope that this long-
term strategy continues so
that the future of Penang and
the country will be bright for my
children, the people and future
generations.”

Marcel Wismer, Kemikon
chief executive officer:

“l would like to commend the
Penang government for their
continuous efforts to attain
such achievements in terms
of investment performance de-
spite the global economic un-
certainties due to the Covid-19
pandemic.

2030

ience of issues per se and today,
its launching and adoption in the
coming future,” she said.

Tan said apart from PGA
2030, PGC is also introducing the
Climate Change Impact on Pen-
ang Report which outlines some
analyses and assessments of
global warming on Penang.

After the launch, there was an
online forum discussing the envi-
ronmental issues and the newly-
launched Penang Green Agenda
2030.

Among the panellists were
Phee, Zairil, PGA 2030 project
manager cum moderator for the
forum Dr Ng Shin Wei, electronic
engineer and book writer cum
PGA working group member Rexy
Prakash Chacko and Think City’s
Lead for the Environmental Resil-
ience Community of Practice cum
PGA working group member Sofia
Castelo.

“We currently see tremen-
dous strength in the Penang in-
dustry, especially in high-tech
manufacturing.

“Our company has had re-
cord sales in the past three
months, and over this period
we have hired 20% additional
staff.

“We see many industrial
projects transferred by our
customers from overseas to
Penang. We even have enqui-
ries from companies in China
and Taiwan seeking how to set
up business in Penang.

“Thus, we believe the Pen-
ang government is doing a
great job to attract foreign in-
vestment, and to make sure
foreign companies feel com-
fortable in Penang.

“Just one look at the growth
of the Batu Kawan Industrial
Park which shows the success
of Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow and his team.”

CM, Yeoh get
updates from
Hotel Equatorial

THE top management of the Hotel
Equatorial Penang updated Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow and state
Tourism and Creative Economy
Committee (PETACE) chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin on the closure of
the hotel during an online meeting
on March 2.

They thanked the state govern-
ment and state tourism office for giv-
ing them solid support since the five-
star hotel was established in 1971.

It was recently reported that the
hotel in Bukit Jambul would be shut
down by March.

Chow expressed hope that the
owners of Hotel Equatorial Penang
would make a return when the Co-
vid-19 situation improves.

“It's an iconic hotel in Penang and
has contributed a good 30 years to
the growth of the state. | wish them
all the best and hope that when the
conditions permit, they will come
back,” Chow said.

Also present at the meeting were
Hotel Equatorial chairman Lim Kong
Yong, chief executive officer Donald
Lim, general manager Alan Ong,
senior event manager Doris Ong
and Carolyne Ang, chief commercial
officer Charles Lim, sales director
Michelle Koay and sales assistant
director Mohd Fauzi and PETACE of-
ficer Grace Teoh.
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ENANG is one of the top des-
Ptinations for foreign direct

investment (FDI) in the coun-
try. Despite the global crisis follow-
ing Covid-19, Penang received the
third highest manufacturing FDI at
RM14.1 billion in 2020, and at-
tracted seven of the 11 high value
investments received in Malaysia.

Despite being the second small-
est state, Penang is an economic
powerhouse that produced the
highest export value to the country
consecutively in 2019 and 2020 at
RM284 billion and RM310 billion
respectively.

In term of gross domestic
product (GDP) per capita, Penang
topped the chart among all the
states, excluding federal territories,
from 2015 to 2019 (see Table 1).

GDP growth in Penang hov-
ered above 5% in the period from
2016 to 2018, with annual value
of RM82.5 billion (2016), RM86.7
billion (2017) and RM91.2 billion
(2018).

The US-China trade war (2018-
2019) had indirectly benefited
Penang as the global supply chain
disruption led affected manufactur-
ing investments into the state, re-
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comfort and achievement cannot
and should not be taken for grant-
ed. Destabilising elements such
as political volatility, uncertain
market climate, and the rise of
surrounding economies can cause
Penang’s economy to collapse.

The events of the early 2000s
are still fresh in mind.

More than 12,000 high-tech
jobs disappeared from Penang
when China entered the World
Trade Organisation in 2001.

Penang’s job market and manu-
facturing investment took a dive
with the number of multinational
corporations  (MNCs)  dropping
from 63 to 23 from 1994 to 2004.
Employment in MNCs declined
69% in the same period.

Penang has to continuously in-
novate and develop to ensure its
own economic survival. With the
fourth industrial revolution sweep-
ing across the world, Penang must
leverage on existing strengths and
expand the capacity in anticipation
for the imminent economic reality.

The state government has
launched several transformational
projects to uplift Penang. The two
most ambitious of all are the Pen-

ture Corporation;
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lished as the speC|aI -purpose vehi-
cle to oversee the implementation
of the PTMP and PSR, with former
Penang State Secretary Datuk Seri
Farizan Darus appointed as the
first chief executive of PIC.

Penang Transport Master Plan

The PTMP is a comprehensive
transportation blueprint for both
the island and the mainland. Be-
sides providing public transport
connectivity through a variety of
modes such as Light Rail Transit
(LRT), bus, tram, and water taxi,
the plan includes a network of ma-
jor roads and expressways to fa-
cilitate the increasing traffic move-
ment and relieve the present and
predicted congestion.

Comprehensive transport in-
frastructure takes decades to be
implemented. Singapore, which is
smaller than Penang, began plan-
ning for their expressways in the
1960s and the Mass Rapid Transit
(MRT) in the 1970s. There are cur-
rently 11 expressways and six MRT
lines in the city-state.

The implementation of the whole
PTMP is estimated to take up to 30
years and costs over RM40 billion.

State State State State

PEN PEN PEN PEN
SRW 45,006 SRW 45,465 SLG 47,359 SLG 49,847 SLG 52,771
SLG 43,513 SLG 44,797 SRW 47,055 SRW 47,634 SRW 48,449
MLK 40,582 MLK 41,850 MLK 44,716 MLK 45972 MLK 46,861
N9 36,908 N9 37,997 N9 39,334 N9 40,676 N9 42,474
PHG 30,754 JHR 31,952 JHR 33,422 JHR 34,807 JHR 35,602
JHR 30,469 PHG 31,274 PHG 33,145 PHG 33,789 PHG 34,822
TRGN 26,808 TRGN 27,152 TRGN 28,128 PRK 29,150 PRK 30,218
PRK 25,610 PRK 26,573 PRK 27,810 TRGN 28,355 TRGN 28,890
PLS 21,540 PLS 22,189 PLS 22,596 PLS 23,210 PLS 24,187
SBH 19,830 SBH 20,384 SBH 21,731 SBH 21,805 SBH 21,890
KDH 18,864 KDH 19,416 KDH 20,088 KDH 20,710 KDH 21,488
KLT 12,159 KLT 15,509 KLT 12,849 KLT 12,964 KLT 13,464
\_ Table 1)

cording its historic high of RM16.9
billion in 2019.

Penang’s economic survival
Penang’s present economic

ang Transport Master Plan (PTMP)
and Penang South Reclamation
(PSR).

The Penang Infrastructure Cor-
poration Sdn. Bhd. (PIC) was estab-

As federal government grant
and loan guarantee are not forth-
coming, the financing of the PTMP
has to be sourced by the state
government.

at the Stes

ey

This is where the Penang South
Reclamation (PSR) plays an impor-
tant role as a catalyst for the future
economic growth of Penang.

Penang South Reclamation
The rationale for PSR is stra-

LEGEND
IExistlng reclaimed
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tegic as the site is located near
Penang International Airport, the
vibrant electrical and electronic
(E&E sector) ecosystem at Bayan
Lepas Free Industrial Zone, and
the two industry-led learning insti-
tutions: the Penang Skills Develop-
ment Centre and the Collaborative
Research in Engineering, Science
and Technology Centre.

Reclaiming land for strategic
development is not new in Penang.
Many landmarks in the state today
that are crucial for the economic
ecosystem and social well-being
were developed on reclaimed land
(see Figure 1).

A large part of Bayan Lepas
Free Industrial Zone, Penang
Bridge, Tun Dr. Lim Chong Eu
Expressway, Weld Quay, Straits
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Quay, and Karpal Smgh Dnve were
built through reclamation without
resulting in environmental disas-
ter. Penang would not be what it
is today if not for these develop-
ments.

Unlike other massive reclama-

'f

Figure 1

tion projects in the country, the
PSR is wholly owned by the state,
with the reclaimed land belonging
entirely to the state government,
not to any private company or de-
veloper.

Being a catalyst for the fourth
industrial revolution and smart
city concept, the PSR aims to cre-
ate high-value jobs, increase live-
ability, and finance the PTMP to
ensure Penang’s economic sur-
vival for the next 50 years.

Economist and chairman of
Khazanah Research Institute, Dr
Nungsari A Radhi agrees: “The
PSR is a perfectly rational eco-
nomic project for a place like Pen-
ang. It is not necessarily an eco-
nomically viable proposition every-
where but it is in Penang.”
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‘Uncle’ Khoo Il

sStory by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Alissala Thian

ENANG veteran rower
PKhoo Boo Hock did the

country proud when he be-
came the first Malaysian to take
part in the World Rowing Indoor
Championships virtual event
on Feb 24 although he finished
eighth out of 10 finalists.

Khoo, 61, qualified for the final
by virtue of being Asia’s best rower
in the Men’s Masters 60-64 age
category about a month earlier.

It was hosted by the Hong Kong
Rowing Association.

In the online world champion-
ships, Khoo gave his best in the
2,000m race at the Penang State
Sports Council (PSSC) to clock
7:52.4, which was 6.2 seconds off
his personal best of 7:46.2.

All the competitors used the simi-
lar Concept 2 brand static rowing er-
gometer.

The event was won by Giorgio Val-
lebouna of Chile in 6:35.9, followed
by Italy’s Massimo Galletti (6:38.0)
and Nick Cowan of Britain (6:45.9).

Khoo finished in eighth spot,

ahead of Richard Cheeseman of
Britain (8:21.1) and Martin Luirink
of Netherlands, who failed to start
the race because of bad internet
connection.

“I'm not really satisfied with my
performance. This is my first time
rowing here (at Penang State Sports
Council), so I need to get used to the
environment. This is not an excuse.
| will try my best to qualify again,”
Khoo said after his performance.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee,
who was among a group of about
a dozen supporters at PSSC to give
Khoo some moral support, said he
was nonetheless proud of Khoo for
achieving the feat.

“This is the first time the World
Championships is held virtually
and | want to congratulate Khoo
Boo Hock for being the first Malay-
sian from Penang to qualify for the
event.

“He has been preparing hard
for the event for the last three
months, with no time to rest even
during Chinese New Year.

“At 61, he has proven himself
to stay fit and healthy. Well done!
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Khoo giving his best in the online World Ro
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and (from left) Soon, Chai and Sim lend their moral support.

Like they say, ‘Old soldiers never
die’,” said Soon.

Soon said although rowing is
not a famous sport in Malaysia, it
reflects its success under Penang’s
“Sports For All” programme.

“We'll continue to promote all
sports, from the well-known to the
not famous ones or vice versa. We
hope with the spirit shown by Mr
Khoo and the work done by the Pen-
ang Rowing Association (PRA), more
athletes from other sports will also
strive for success,” he said.

PSSC director Harry Chai Heng
Hua, who was also present, ex-
tended his appreciation to PRA for
planning, supervising and executing
the event.

“Despite the challenges posed
by the Covid-19 pandemic, and

movement control order, the Pen-
ang Rowing Association, a new
umbrella association in Penang and
established in 2020, managed to
send three athletes to join the Asian
Continental Qualifier round held on
Jan 24.

“Uncle Khoo, who was previ-
ously active in the dragon boat
races, has successfully proven
himself to be the fastest man in

wing Indoor Championships as Kah Beng (right)

Asia in his age group by achieving
an impressive result of 7 minutes
46.2 seconds for the 2km row-
ing,” said Chai.

Also present to inspire Khoo
were PSSC sports development of-
ficer Chew Kok Rui, PRA president
Sim Ghee Beng, PRA secretary
Khoo Kah Beng, PRA treasurer Jack
Cheong and PRA committee mem-
ber Penny Tan.

‘First day’ back to school goes smoothly in north

THE reopening of schools on
March 1 ran smoothly, especially
in north Seberang Perai (SPU), with
full adherence to the strict stan-
dard operating procedures (SOPs).

A check by Buletin Mutiara on
several schools in SPU found that
all pupils and teachers were seen
wearing face masks and observing
physical distancing as they began
entering the school compounds ac-
companied by their parents.

Most of the schools also were
equipped with smart infrared ther-
mometer and automatic hand sa-
nitiser dispenser to be used by pu-
pils before allowing them in.

There were also markers on the
floor to guide them to keep a safe
distance of at least a metre from
one another.

Earlier, the teachers themselves
were seen to have their tempera-
ture checked by the school guards
when they arrived.

North Seberang Perai police
chief ACP Noorzainy Mohd Noor
said 64 primary schools in SPU
area reopened on March 1 in com-
pliance with the strict SOPs.

“We have also placed police offi-

as Noorzainy (right) looks on.

cers and personnel in each school
to observe and ensure strict SOPs
are practised by the school man-
agement.

“For instance, they must ensure
that the pupils have their body tem-
perature checked before entering
the school, wear face masks all
the time in the school compound
and practise physical distancing.

“And based on the informa-
tion that we have, the majority of

Pupils takihé their body temperature béfore entering the school

the schools in SPU are adhering
strictly to the SOPs and we hope it
will continue in the coming days to
prevent the spread of Covid-19 in-
fections,” Noorzainy told reporters
during his visit to the SK Penaga in
Kepala Batas on March 1.

According to Noorzainy, police
also have deployed traffic police-
men to primary schools to reduce
traffic congestion, especially in ar-
eas with a high traffic volume.

Penang Rowing Association
sets sights on students

THE Penang Rowing Association
(PRA), which was formed only last
year, is determined to revive rowing
activities and promote them, espe-
cially among students.

PRA president Sim Ghee Beng
said the achievement of Penang
veteran rower Khoo Boo Hock in
the World Rowing Indoor Champion-
ships (WRIC) on Feb 24 has further
inspired them to carry out rowing ac-
tivities when the movement control
order (MCO) is lifted.

“We're going to promote indoor
rowing as an annual event. It's a
safe sport and can be done any-
where as long as you have some
space for the rowing machine.

“The sport can also cater to a
very wide range of ages. In the 2021
world championships, the oldest
participant is 91 years old and the
youngest is 13.

“Atotal of 63 countries took part.
Surprisingly, there are more competi-
tors in the senior than the younger
category,” Sim said.

He said there are three types of
rowing competitions, namely land
(indoor) rowing, flat water racing (at
lakes and rivers) which is featured
in major games like the Olympics,
Asian Games and SEA Games, and
coastal rowing.

“We plan to go to the schools and
clubs to attract budding rowers so
that we can build a team and partici-
pate in the Asian Indoor Champion-
ships which is held every year.

“If students never have a chance
to learn the rowing skills and tech-
niques, there will never be a rowing
team. We’ll organise more races in
the future to stir up their interest.
We also plan to encourage para-
athletes to take up this sport,” he
added.

Penang schools have shied
away from rowing or dragon boat
races after a tragic incident oc-
curred in 2010 involving the Chung
Ling High School team.

Their dragon boat capsized dur-
ing a practice session at the North
Strait, off the clan jetties, after col-
liding with a tugboat amid strong
currents. The tragedy claimed six
lives — a teacher and five students.

But two years ago, Sim said
Chung Ling High School came back
to participate in an indoor dragon
boat race, paddling via simulation,
alongside other schools like Chung
Hwa Secondary School and St Xavi-
er's Institution.

Sim said his association is also
thankful to Penang State Sports
Council (PSSC) and the state gov-
ernment for offering space as well
as some equipment at the Tanjung
Bungah Water Sports Centre to help
them kickstart their programmes.

Khoo, who himself took up row-
ing at the age of 15, said rowing is
a good sport for the young. While
canoeing and dragon boating took
up most of his youthful days, he also
enjoyed marathon running.



‘Choose to Challenge theme
perfect in Cowd 19 flght

uStory by Kevin Vimal
=Pix courtesy of PWDC

HE purpose of International Wom-
Ten's Day, celebrated worldwide on

March 8, is pretty simple. It cel-
ebrates equality and women of the whole
world - from the stay-at-home mothers to
business leaders.

While the fight against the Covid-19
pandemic is still ongoing, the Penang gov-
ernment is clear in its stance that show-
ing gratitude and appreciation to women
in society should not be forgotten.

State executive councillor Chong Eng,
who is in charge of the Social Develop-
ment and Non-Islamic Religious Affairs
portfolio, said this year's theme of
“Choose to Challenge” is one that fits
perfectly in our battle against the ongo-
ing global medical crisis.

“By choosing to challenge, women in
our society are not only capable of mak-
ing a difference for themselves, but for
their families, friends, colleagues and
anyone they encounter on a daily basis.

“The Penang government always gives
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(Top row, second from left) Chong Eng with all the participants during the live press conference

importance to the contribution of women
in the state through various initiatives.
“To name a few, we had previously
launched the Top-Up Women-Only Ad-
ditional Seats (TWOAS) initiative to in-
crease women’s representation in the
state legislative assembly, the Penang

Women’s Assembly 2020, Women and
Family Development Committee (WFDC)
and many others,” she said during the
International Women’s Day 2021 press
conference via Zoom on March 4.

Chong Eng added that a few virtual
activities had already started during this

‘ International

Women’s Day
campaign which would last until the end
of March.

“One of the activities that is ongoing
now is the video competition with the
#MemilihUntukCabar.

“This competition serves as a plat-
form for working and non-working women
to express their experiences in terms
of contributions and sacrifices they had
made in overcoming challenges in life,”
she added.

Separately, Chong Eng added that a
small-scale ceremony to celebrate wom-
en in society would be held on March 27.

“Among the attendees would be state
assemblymen, Village Community Man-
agement Council (MPKK) members, Pen-
ang Women’s Development Corporation
(PWDC) members, winners of the various
competitions and others,” she added.

Also present during the online press
conference was PWDC chief executive of-
ficer Ong Bee Leng.

For further information about the cam-
paign and competitions, visit the PWDC
website at https://www.facebook.com/
PWDCMalaysia.

State women entrepreneurs

Chow praises women's reS|I|ence

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow
brought some cheer to womenfolk
when he visited Chowrasta Market
in George Town recently to dis-
tribute flowers in conjunction with
International Women’s Day (IWD)
2021.

Upon arrival at the iconic market
in the morning of March 7, Chow
proceeded to give away stalks of
carnations to the marketgoers
whom he met at Jalan Chowrasta.

Accompanying him were Komtar
assemblyman Teh Lai Heng, Peng-
kalan Kota assemblyman Daniel
Gooi, Lau Keng Ee, who is Chow’s
special affairs officer in Padang Ko-
ta, Penang Island City Council (MB-
PP) councillor Wong Yuee Harng,
Padang Kota service centre staff
and MPKK Padang Kota members.

“On behalf of the state govern-
ment, | would like to wish Happy In-
ternational Women'’s Day 2021 to
all women in the state,” Chow said.

“In conjunction with the theme
‘Choose to Challenge’, I call on the
people of Penang to challenge gen-
der stereotypes and uproot domes-
tic violence, sexual harassment
and gender inequality.

“In the face of current challeng-
es, especially during the Covid-19
period, some have been affected

Chow presenting a stalk of carnatlon to a kuih seller at

Chowrasta Market.

by job and income losses. However,
the survival of women, especially in
Penang in facing the new normal
challenges, is very admirable.

“More and more creative people
are exploring fields that can gen-
erate a side income, especially
online business activities, in an
attempt to help their spouses and
families.”

Many of the women looked happy
and smiled when they received the
flowers from Chow and his team.
Some took the opportunity to have
their photos taken with Chow.

There were a few men who also
received the flowers but Chow told
them to pass them on to their wives.

In addition to the flowers, Chow’s
team members also helped to dis-

tribute 400 packets of face masks.

Ruby Yong Ooi Bee, 66, said she
was glad to be at the Chowrasta
Market after receiving a flower stalk
from Gooi.

“I live nearby and | came to
market today with a friend. I'm sur-
prised that the Chief Minister and
his team came today. I'm excited to
receive the flower. It's nice to see
the state government appreciating
the efforts of women,” said Yong.

Chow said the state government
would continue to elevate the digni-
ty of women and has increased the
allocation of RM1 million previously
to RM2.5 million for this year to
the Penang Women'’s Development
Corporation (PWDC) to further
strengthen the current agenda.

set up pop-up e-mall

PARTICIPANTS of the Penang
Women Entrepreneurs’ Men-
toring Programme (PWEMP) on
March 6 jointly launched Pen-
ang’s First Women Entrepreneur
pop-up e-mall in conjunction with
International Women’s Day.

The pop-up e-mall consists of
eight business categories, includ-
ing food and beverages, fashion,
clothing and accessories, health
and beauty and many more.

It has a total of 60 stores
and is put together by mentees,
mentors, and even strategic part-
ners.

State executive  councillor
Chong Eng, who is in charge of
the Social Development and Non-
Islamic Religious Affairs portfo-
lio, extended her heartfelt appre-
ciation to the participants of the
PWEMP for coming up with such
an idea to showcase products
and services sold by women.

“I sincerely hope that all the
exhibitors will take full advantage
of the opportunities provided
through this platform to market
your products and services in a
creative and unique way.

“In so doing, you will close
sales and expand your busi-

ness. Remember to make mon-
ey, ladies,” she said during the
virtual launch of the initiative on
March 6.

Chong Eng also said this was
a great opportunity to support lo-
cal entrepreneurs.

“We are still going through a
tough time due to the Covid-19
pandemic. With this, | strongly
urge all Malaysians to buy lo-
cal products, which will eventu-
ally contribute to further help our
economy to recover,” she added.

Chong Eng then thanked or-
ganisations such as WomenBiz-
SENSE, Yayasan Kemajuan Sos-
ial Malaysia, JCI Pearl, NAWEM
Penang, Pertubuhan Pembangu-
nan Wanita Tamarai Pulau Pinang
and SME Corp for playing key
roles in this initiative.

PWEMP was started by the
state last year to create a plat-
form for women entrepreneurs
to be successful in the business
world.

The sixmonth programme
from October 2020 until March
this year also aims to give busi-
nesswomen the necessary train-
ing and mentoring in the area of
business.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

N.26 PADANG KOTA

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS

No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.02 BERTAM ET) 013 - 430 6400

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

P) 04-576 7606

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Zulkifli lorahim (T)
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim (T)

YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37 @gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

YAB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz ) ET% 04 - 649 3976
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my [F{ 04 -2260218 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
) : ’ _ N.39 PULAU BETONG .
Mepti latitiisieldel aeielglia e [B e YB Haii Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 2131
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 383 2131
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04-262 0860
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745
N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871
yé%l’fADAElG HALANG T) 04 - 530 3028
ong Eng -
chong.eng@penang.gov.my [F% 04 - 530 3028
S DAP PENANG HQ
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT dappg@streamyx.com T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo T) 04 - 226 2464 F) 04 - 228 8514
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464
N.37 BATU MAUNG PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115

N.01 PENAGA

(T)

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

M

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rosli Hasan

(T) 010 - 468 5990

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

haijifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

[T; 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 -594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
lim nen nang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

M

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’'s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

oy : g
Make Covid-19 Immunisation Programme a Success

o

Bi Azmi Hussin

" penanglawancovid19
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New tablets for more

needy students

HANKS to the Penang
Tgovernment, 10 more stu-

dents from the Padang
Kota constituency qualified to
receive new tablets under the
state’s “E-Learning Computer
Programme”.

Eight of them were present
to receive the tablets while the
remaining two could not make it
to the event.

The duo will be handed the
devices later.

Accompanied by their par-
ents, the eligible students were
beaming with joy after receiv-
ing the brand-new tablets from
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

The tablets were sponsored
by Prominent Sound Sdn Bhd,
which had contributed 44 tab-
lets in the middle of last month.

Azmi Awang, 54, told Buletin
Mutiara that he was delighted

with the state’s effort to pri-
oritise the importance of digital
learning.

“Due to Covid-19 and move-
ment control order (MCO), my
eight-year-old daughter’'s learn-
ing progress has been slightly
affected.

“This new gadget will indeed
help her in her online studies.

“I hope the state will continue
with its good work,” said the ex-
army serviceman who stays in
Taman Manggis, when met at
Chow’s service centre in Arra-
toon Road on Feb 27.

Another parent, Loh Boon
Yew, 47, was full of praise for
the state after his daughter re-
ceived the device.

“| applaud the state for com-
ing out with such initiatives to
ensure the children can contin-
ue to cope with their studies.

“At least, my daughter can
now study in a better learning
environment,” said Loh.

Muhammad Khalil Hashim,
36, also shared similar views as
he lauded the state’s effort.

“It really helps to ease my
burden as | don’t need to fork
out a huge chunk of money to
purchase any computer gadget.

“With this, | am confident that
my daughter will be able to cope
much better with her studies.
Thanks again to the state and
sponsors for this programme,”
he added.

Chow thanked Prominent
Sound Sdn Bhd for their kind
contribution.

“So far, some 1,000 students
have benefitted from the ‘E-
Learning Computer Programme’.

“We selected the recipients
from the needy families in

&

Azmi: Grateful to the stat
for the initiative.

Padang Kota.

“This will help them in their
online learning as computer gad-
gets are much needed although
schools are set to open in stag-
es from March 1,” said Chow.

The ‘E-Learning Computer Pro-
gramme’, which was launched
by the state last May 21, is to
assist needy students who do
not have computers so that they
can take part in e-learning.

Also present were Lau Keng
Ee, who is Chow’s special af-

Loh: Daughter can study in
better learning environment.

Khalil: Salutes state for
helping needy students.

fairs officer in Padang Kota,
Prominent Sound Sdn Bhd man-
aging director Khaw Lay Ne and
legal adviser Lim Choo Hooi.

Asia Green GROUP
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ITH the Covid-19 vac-
cination programme in
full swing, state lead-

ers have stepped up to partici-

{NDUNG DIR! LINDUNG
LiN o

Lim showing a placard stating
that she has been vaccinated.

sﬁMUﬁ

pate in the state-level Covid-19
Immunisation Programme which
was launched by Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow on Feb 28.

During the launch, Chow togeth-
er with his deputies Datuk Ahmad
Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman and Prof
Dr P. Ramasamy as well as other
state personnel were vaccinated
to kick-start the immunisation pro-
gramme in Penang.

Following this, Sungai Pinang
assemblyman Lim Siew Khim re-
ceived her first shot at the Jalan
Perak Klinik Kesihatan on March 1.

Upon getting vac-

; cinated, Lim told Bu-
letin Mutiara that
the whole process
went on smoothly
and that she was

not fearful of

E taking the vac-

cine.
"It was not
¢ that painful. More-
~ over, being a
mother of five, needles
and syringes were something that
| have dealt with during my labour.
"Many are afraid of getting vacci-

Sungar Jina

nated as they are worried of its side
effects, but | think the ratio of ben-
efits is much higher than the risk of
the side effects.

"My advice is therefore, do not
fear and get yourself registered for
the vaccination programme via My-
Sejahtera app.

"We are all exposed to the risk of
contracting the virus. Thus, the only
way to totally eradicate the pandem-
ic is through vaccination," said Lim.

Besides the state leaders, other
Penangites are looking forward to
taking part in the programme.

Academic director Dr A. Sujithra
Devi, who has registered for the
vaccination programme, believes
vaccines are the best way to com-
bat the disease.

"Vaccine helps to develop the
immune response against the virus
and reduces the risk of a person de-
veloping an illness. It also increas-
es one's ability to fight the virus.

"Furthermore, it reduces the
infection rate within a community
which is fundamental in curbing the
Covid-19 pandemic.

"Besides that, it also protects
individuals with high risk," said Su-

Penang taps into rich experience
of new state PWD chief

PENANG recently welcomed a new
chief to lead the state Public Works
Department (PWD) and is confident
that with his experience in the field,
Dr G. Balamurugan (pix) is the right
man for the role.

Balamurugan, who took office
on Jan 21, was warmly welcomed
by state Transport and Infrastruc-
ture Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari at his office on March 2 for a
dialogue session.

“Firstly, | would like to thank the
state government for giving me the
opportunity to tap into my areas of
expertise for the benefit of road us-
ers in Penang through various road
development programmes.

“As the new director, my role
here is to ensure developments
planned by the state or federal
governments are carried out effec-
tively and completed according to
deadlines.

Balamurugan, who hails from
Perak and has a Doctor of Philoso-
phy (PhD) in Structural Engineer-
ing from Universiti Putra Malaysia
(UPM), started his career in the
Works Ministry in 2000 as a civil
engineer.

Consecutively, he went on to

serve in states such as Selangor,
Pahang, Terengganu, Kelantan,
Perak and now in Penang.

One key topic raised during the
dialogue was the issue of potholes.

Zairil said the issue of potholes
has often been highlighted by road
users in Penang.

In response, Balamurugan said
the issue is not something new.

“Some of the reasons potholes
exist is due to the technicality of
the road, use of low-quality mate-
rials and poor workmanship,” he
added.

Balamurugan said the other
reason that contributes to the oc-
currence of potholes is overweight
vehicles.

“Heavy vehicles like lorries,
trucks and concrete mixers at con-
struction sites or factories often
contribute to potholes.

“The Works Ministry is planning
to implement a mechanical solu-
tion called Weight in Motion (WIM)
nationwide.

“This solution will see trucks,
lorries and other heavy vehicles
weighed and identified based on
sensors placed on the roads that
they travel on.

“Through this method, when a
heavy vehicle is transporting items
exceeding the weight set by the
authorities, the data would be pro-
cessed to JKR, which will then be
sent to the Road Transport Depart-
ment (JPJ) for further action,” he
added.

According to Balamurugan, Port
Klang is likely to be the first place in
Malaysia to see this system being
implemented.

He also extended his appre-
ciation to the state government
for showing great concern towards
road users in Penang by preparing
various allocations for JKR to fur-
ther better road development in the
state.

Call to sign up for vaccine

jithra, who is also a researcher in
the field of biotherapeutics.

Sharing a similar view was Dr
Puvaneswaran Pandian, senior
manager for marketing and busi-
ness development at AJ Research
& Pharma Sdn Bhd, said most Cov-
id-19 vaccines show an efficacy rate
of more than 90%.

"You see, human beings are not
new to vaccines. We have been vac-
cinated at different stages of life
since our birth.

"People might talk about the
side effects of the vaccines and the
health risks it might pose, but if we
think carefully even a panadol has a
side effect.

"Risk is everywhere. It is not only

/f’;; |

Puvaneswaran: Risking lives if
we do not take the vaccine.

by taking vaccines; we are also risk-
ing our lives if we do not take it.

"The vaccines have been clinical-
ly proven, went through so many lay-
ers of research and now that they
have landed on our shores, let us
take them to create the immunity
against the virus," he said.

Penang committed to nurturing,
promoting local startups

EARLY-STAGE tech startups can
now apply for the Penang i4.0
Seed Fund Stream #3 for fund-
ing up to RM100,000.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the application for the
seed fund can be made via the
InvestPenang website at http://
investpenang.gov.my/penang-i4-
O-seed-fund/ and through other
social media platforms until
March 26 this year.

“The Penang government in-
tends to build, attract and retain
talents in this data-driven digital
era, and we want to stimulate
the tech start-up ecosystem with
a fund allocation of RM1 million
for the Penang i4.0 Seed Fund
Stream #3 this year.

“The funding scope of the
Penang i4.0 Seed Fund Stream
#3 covers product enhance-
ment, marketing and branding
activities, and technical, product
or design hires; with the focus
on Internet of Things (loT), hard-
ware and software integration,
digital consumer, advanced man-
ufacturing and other tech-based
activities.

“Besides the financial sup-
port, non-financial support such
as mentorship, capacity building
programmes and potential link-
age opportunities will also be
provided to the recipients.

“The evaluation committee,
comprising industry captains
and successful startups, is re-
sponsible for evaluating the
proposals and candidates; be-
fore providing the final approval

recommendations to the mem-
bers of the steering committee,”
Chow told a virtual press confer-
ence on Feb 26.

The members of the evalu-
ation committee are Invest
Penang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian (chairman),
Exabytes Network founder Chan
Kee Siak, BizCoach Solutions
principal Radin lkram, Cytron
Technologies chief technology
officer Ober Choo, eSolved MSC
founder Charles Tang, Forward
School founder Howie Chang, Ae-
mulus chief executive officer Ng
Sang Beng, Inari chief executive
officer Lau Kean Cheong, Penta-
master executive chairman Ch-
uah Choon Bin and UST Global
country head Amar Chhajer.

Chow, Datuk Seri Lee Kah
Choon (special investment advi-
sor to the Penang Chief Minister)
and Datuk Dr Mohamad Farazi
Johari (State Financial Officer)
are the members of the steering
committee.

The eligibility criteria of the
Penang i4.0 Seed Fund Stream
#3 programme are as follows:

B Early-stage tech startups
that have a working minimum
viable product with positive
early traction.

B Companies incorporated in
Malaysia having at least 51%
ownership by Malaysian.

M Operating for less than five
years.

B Accumulated revenues of
not exceeding RM1 million.



Top six target for Penang FC

=Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

ENANG has set a top six tar-
Pget for the newly-promoted

Penang Football Club (Pen-
ang FC) in the Super League this
season.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
believes the target is a realistic
one for the new kid on the block
when he launched the official Pu-
ma-brand team jerseys at a press
conference in Komtar on March 4.

“With the launch of the official
Penang FC jerseys, we hope that
this will lift the spirit and morale of
the whole team for this season.

“Whatever challenges the team
may face, we hope they will strive
to attain a commendable place
that the Penang football fans can
be proud of,” Chow said in his
speech.

Penang, who won the Premier
League in 2020, gained promotion
to the Super League this season.

They have hired Thomas Trucha
from the Czech Republic as the
new head coach.

Also in the team are five imports
— striker Arruda da Silva Anselmo,
central defender Vitor Rafael and
midfielder Endrick dos Santos (all
from Brazil), defender Ryuji Utomo
from Indonesia and striker Sherid-

din Boboev from Tajikistan.

Silva Anselmo, or better known
as Casagrande, won the Silver
Boot for being the top scorer in the
Premier League last year.

Penang Football Club Sdn Bhd
(PFC SB) was registered on Sept
21, 2020 following a letter from
the Asian Football Confederation
(AFC) to the Football Association of
Malaysia (FAM) that only clubs are
permitted to take part in AFC club
tournaments from this year.

The Penang team previously
competed in the FAM tourna-
ments by representing the
Football Association of
Penang (FAP). '

To ensure smooth
running of the PFC
team and protect its
image, the company is
placed as a subsidiary
of the Chief Minister

Incorporated  (CMI),
a state government
agency.

Chow also

thanked former FAP
president Datuk Dr
Amar Pritpal Abdullah
for his contribution and
services.

He said Amar Pritpal,
who is also the State

Deputy Speaker, has been now ap-
pointed as the PFC SB executive
director.

Chow said others who have
been appointed to sit on the PFC
SB board are state executive coun-
cillor Soon Lip Chee as chairman,

Chow .sr%ng off the ﬁozli jersey he
recelved as a souvenlr [after launching
the offlclal Puma-| brand‘jerseys for the
Penang Football Club.

wy

and state Financial Officer Datuk
Dr Mohamad Farazi Johari, legal
adviser Datuk Norazmi Mohd Nara-
wi, deputy State Secretary (devel-
opment) Datuk Azhar Arshad, and
Bharathi Suppiah (CMI deputy gen-
eral manager) as members.

They were all also present at
the press conference, together
with Active Sports Sdn Bhd owner
S. Murugeson, whose company is
the official sponsor and corporate
partner for Puma and CMI assis-
tant manager | Muhammad Al-Hafiz
Razali, who is also the Penang FC
Sdn Bhd interim manager.

Chow also welcomed sponsors

from corporate bodies or
businesses after launch-
ing the team jerseys —
home jersey in dark blue
and away jersey in white
or yellow.

He said they are con-
sidering the selection of
sponsors to display and
advertise their names
on the jerseys.

The sponsorship
values are RM1 mil-
lion for platinum sponsors,
RM750,000 (gold), RM500,000
(silver), RM250,000 (bronze) and
RM2100,000 (partners).

Chow added that PFC SB would

'

appoint a manager (for the man-
agement team) and an accounts
executive in April.

Penang FC team manager Ong
Eng Hua said his team was a
mixture of youth and experience
with an average age of 26.

“We have retained 60% of our
players from last year's squad.
We've promoted three players
from the youth squad,” said Ong,
who has been the Penang team
manger since 2019.

Asked about the target set
by Chow, Trucha said the goal is
achievable.

“We’ve a good mix of local and
foreign players. It's good to set
a goal and we will go for it,” said
Trucha, who last coached the AFC
Leopards, one of the top teams in
Kenya, last season.

Trucha, 50, began his coach-
ing career at the age of 26 and
has had stint as a youth national
coach, and an assistant coach
to Viktoria Plzen FC from Czech
Republic which had participated
in the UEFA Champions League
and UEFA Europa League before.

For the record, Penang kicked
off their campaign on a winning
note by narrowly beating Kuala
Lumpur 1-0 in a home game at
the City Stadium on March 6.

Not a dance in the park for ballet sohools

TEACHING someone to dance is not an
easy feat, but to do it via online classes is a
greater challenge indeed.

With Covid-19 and the ensuing movement
restrictions wreaking havoc on businesses
since last year, the fate of ballet academies
is not spared too as they struggle to cope
during this trying period.

The KS DanceSpot ballet academy in
Bayan Lepas is in a similar predicament as
it faces an uphill task to adapt to the new
norm.

The academy has a majority of young bal-
let dancers, all of them with a keen interest
to enhance their dancing skills.

The struggle they are currently facing is
due to the mode of conducting the class-
es which have been shifted from physical
to virtual sessions.

To share her challenges in conducting
online classes, the academy’s principal
Loh Khai Sin , 33, told Buletin Mutiara
that it was not easy to manage online
classes but it was important to do it to
ensure the students are not left behind in
this new learning environment.

“First of all, ballet requires practice
and physical contact. When it’s held via
online, our students find it hard to learn.
Many of them are distracted when they
are at home and cannot pay serious at-

tention during the session.

“Besides that, those students aged five to
six need to be accompanied by their parents
when online learning sessions are carried
out as the parents have to ensure the net-
work settings are properly set up,” Loh said.

“Many of them have come forward and
told me that their internet connectivity is not
strong. Hence, they couldn’t follow g
the entire session. \

“For the online session, normally
not more than 10 students would be
involved as we need to fully focus on
their learning progress. We need to
make sure they receive proper guid-
ance.

“Nevertheless, we have no choice
but to adhere to the standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs).

“This pandemic is really testing
our perseverance and patience to
overcome all the challenges that lie ahead
of us,” said Loh, who started teaching ballet
in 2006.

At one time, the soft-spoken Loh said it
was tough for her business to carry on due
to drop in income.

“However, as a person-incharge of this
academy, | can't just simply give up. | need
to think of other teachers and my students.

“All these factors have been taken into

consideration, and that
is why | have decided to continue with the
academy’s operation.

“We have six ballet teachers in the
academy and another one in the Perform-
ing Arts Centre of Penang (PenangPac). Be-
fore MCO, the two centres had about 250
students.

“After MCO, only 40% of students are
left at the Penang Pac while 80% are in KS
Dancespot art school,” she added.

Loh (inset) having an online session with her students.

As the authorities gradually allowed
sports activities to operate, Loh is looking
forward to the physical class that will start
next month.

“Many of my students and their parents
are equally excited to be back! As per the
initial plan, we will still tap into the online
method as well. For example, we will be ro-
tating the group of students,” she said, add-
ing that only four students are permitted for
each physical class.
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GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTE

eRIBI system

on the cards

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter

HE state government is set
Tto introduce an eRIBI system

to have a comprehensive
data of the non-Muslim houses of
worship (RIBI) in Penang.

Chong Eng (pix), the state ex-
ecutive councillor for non- Islamic
Religious Affairs and Social Devel-
opment, said the eRIBI system would benefit
three parties, namely state government, RIBI
associations or organisations and the public.

"We (the state government) can receive
and approve the applications pertaining to al-
location through eRIBI system.

"Furthermore, this (eRIBI) would also en-
able the non-Muslim houses of worship to up-
date their information on our database.

"The best part of using this system is that
the public can search online for RIBIs in Pen-
ang, according to district and religion as well
as get updates on religious festivals taking
place throughout the year," said Chong Eng
when she visited the Kek Lok Si Temple on
Feb 25.

Chong Eng added that through the eRIBI
system the state government would be able
to collect necessary information on RIBIs,
such as registration particulars, allocations

received, land grant and many
other details.

"The main purpose of initiat-
ing the eRIBI system is to create
a systematic approach in collect-
ing data on RIBI in Penang.

"Currently, the state govern-
ment obtains RIBI data from the
Registrar of Societies Malaysia
(ROS) but not all RIBIs are regis-
tered under ROS.

"Some are registered under the Compa-
nies Commission of Malaysia (SSM), Coop-
eratives Act and some established under the
Parliament Act," said Chong Eng.

Elaborating further, Chong Eng said the
eRIBI system would help to assist RIBIs on
any issues that they are dealing with.

"This would be a proper platform for non-
Muslim houses of worship to seek assistance
from the state government and its agencies,
for instance on matters pertaining to land
ownership status.

"RIBI data can also be used as a reference
when we conduct RIBI Correlation Study in
each district," she added.

According to Chong Eng, the state govern-
ment will be allocating RM55,000 for the
eRIBI system which will be managed by her
office.

N = = = Penang’s last remaining “squatting” Teochew porridge
stall ran by Tan Jin Hock, 80, may have ended its operations recently after serving its loyal customers for almost
80 years! The memorable sight of this unnamed stall has been carefully captured by four talented staff of a nearby
hotel who volunteered to take on the task although they had never done wall art before. The painting of the mural,
measuring 121cm in height and 126cm in length, began on Dec 7, 2019, and was completed on Jan 2 last year. M
Summit Group corporate communications manager Ng Su-Ann said they were lucky that the mural was completed
before the implementation of the movement control order (MCO) in March last year. The mural is located beside the
automated carpark of Menara M Summit; the tower which also houses the M Summit 191 Executive Hotel Suites.

N'EWS* Ik
KPIs for local councillors

THE Penang government will set key performance indicators
(KPIs) for all councillors under both local councils in the state,
namely Penang Island City Council (MBPP) and Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP), from this year.

State Local Government, Housing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo said the KPIs would be
a way to determine or evaluate how well the councillors perform
during their tenure.

“It is the same KPI concept applied by other government de-
partments for the goals that need to be achieved every year.

“The implementation of these KPIs can also ensure that the
councillors carry out their duties and roles diligently, effectively
and perfectly for the people’s benefit,” Jagdeep told a press con-
ference at his office in Komtar on March 4.

According to Jagdeep, there are three types of KPIs that need
to be achieved by councillors.

He said the first was pertaining to their attendance at council
meetings and any programmes conducted by the local council in
which they could air their views.

The second would be on their participation in helping the state
government conduct cleanliness programmes in their respective
areas and using the allocation given prudently to benefit the ar-
eas they represent.

Jagdeep said the third assessment was on how the council-
lors deal with public complaints, like whether they always go and
meet people on the ground to understand more about local is-
sues faced by the residents in their respective areas.

“As a councillor, they are responsible to solve public com-
plaints in the area that falls under the jurisdiction of the local
council.

“And they need to present a monthly report regarding the prog-
ress of each complaint during a full council meeting,” he said.

SUDAHKAH ANDA MENJELASKAN BAYARAN CUKAI TANAH/CUKAI PETAKY

¢

I g Cara Pembayaran >
y
— __/

i. Kaunter Pejabat Daerah & Tanah
- tunaij
- kad kredit / kad debit
- cek/kiriman wang/kiriman wang pos dibayar atas nama “Pentadbir Tanah Daerah”
fi. Bayaran atas talian (online payment) — etanah.penang.gov.my
- caj perkhidmatan bagi kad debit sebanyak RM0.50 dan kad kredit 1.00% bagi setlap transaksi

i

s 'y
< Pengemaskinian Nama, Alamat surat-menyurat di Bil 2 )

- Sistem PTGEIl (atas talian) - etanah.penang.gov.my
- Borang NA(2) - diperolehi di Kaunter Hasil Pejabat Daerah & Tanah/ Pejabat Tanah & Galian
- Di bahagian belakang bil cukai tanah/cukai petak

Cara Semak Akaun Cukai >

Semakan atas talian (online payment) — etanah.penang.gov.my
(dengan menggunakan NO KP / POLIS / TENTERA / NO. SYARIKAT)

4 Pertanyaan I,
S

- Pejabat Daerah & Tanah Seberang Perai Utara - 04-577 6500 / 04-577 6618

- Pejabat Daerah & Tanah Seberang Perai Tengah - 04-548 B888 / 04-548 8915
- Pejabat Daerah & Tanah Seberang Perai Selatan - 04-585 7800 / 04-585 7851
- Pejabat Daerah & Tanah Daerah Timur Laut - 04-650 5344 / 04-650 5290

- Pejabat Daerah & Tanah Daerah Barat Daya - 04-868 9400 / 04-868 9455

- Pejabat Tanah dan Galian — 04- 650 5849 / 04- 650 5847

\
|
o

PEMAKLUMAN
RALAT: CAJ PERKHIDMATAN BAGI PEMBAYARAN ATAS TALIAN DI BIL CUKA| 2021

Caj perkhidmatan bagi pembayaran Cukai Tanah/Cukai Petak secara atas talian
di ebayar.penang.gov.my akan dikenakan bagi kad debit sebanyak RMO0.50 dan
kad kredit 1.00% untuk setiap transaksi,

Sila abaikan ralat pada pernyataan “Caj perkhidmatan bagi kad debit dan kad
kredit adalah 1.00% bagi setiap transaksi pembayaran cukai secara atas talian”
yang tertera di belakang bil cukai Tahun 2021,
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