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vaccine

booster shots
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ITH Covid-19 still threatening
WIives and livelihoods, Penang
is stepping up efforts to stop
the dreaded invisible enemy in its path.
In its latest move, the state govern-
ment announced that 46 private clinics
and eight private hospitals in Penang
are listed as Covid-19 vaccination cen-
tres (PPVs) for eligible individuals to re-
ceive their booster shots.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
those eligible have started receiving
their booster dose appointments via
the MySejahtera app.

“A total of 7,808 people have re-
ceived the third injection of the Co-
vid-19 vaccine as of Oct 26.

“The Penang Health Department is
closely monitoring the effectiveness of
the booster shots.

“The state government stresses
that the third injection of the Covid-19
vaccine should be accelerated for the
safety and health of the people of Pen-
ang. It is also to prevent case reports
of sudden admissions into hospitals,”
he said after receiving his third dose
of the Covid-19 vaccine at the Penang
Hospital on Oct 27.

should be

accelerated,
says Penang

govt

Chow and state Social Development
and Non-slamic Religious Affairs Com-
mittee chairman Chong Eng arrived at
the hospital at about noon and were

welcomed by Penang Hospital director
Datuk Dr Teo Gim Sian.
The medical personnel checked

their blood pressure and assessed
their health conditions before asking
them to sign the letters of consent.
Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk
Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman,
Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P.
Ramasamy, exco members Zairil
Khir Johari (state Transport and In-
frastructure Committee chairman),
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain (state
Entrepreneurial Development, Trade
and Industry Committee chairman),
Dr Norlela Ariffin (Penang Agrotech
and Food Security, Rural Develop-
ment and Health Committee chair-
man), Jagdeep Singh Deo (state Lo-
cal Government, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee chair-
man), Penang State Legislative As-
sembly Speaker Datuk Law Choo Ki-
ang and State Secretary Datuk Seri
Abdul Razak Jaafar were also pres-
ent to receive their third injections.
However, Jagdeep, together with
state Welfare and Environment Com-
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Chow/and:Law (front row, centre)
hold[alplacard to show that they
have]jreceived their vaccine booster
shots. With them are Ahmad
Zakiyuddin (front row, second from
right) and Ramasamy (front row,
right) and other state executive
council members.

mittee chairman
Phee Boon Poh,
Penang  Tourism
and Creative
Economy Com-
mittee  chair-
man  Yeoh
Soon Hin
and state
Youth and
Sports Com-
mittee  chair-
man Soon Lip
Chee did not
manage to receive
their booster shots
on Oct 27 due to vari-
ous reasons, such as health issues,
unavoidable commitments and have
not attained at least six months after
the second dose.

On the National Immunisation
Programme (NIP) for youth, Chow
said that 89.7% have received the
first dose of the Covid-19 vaccines
as of Oct 26, while 75% have com-
pleted both doses.

Saya sudah ampyj
BOOSTER 933 :
Pfizer

(From top to bottom) Chow, Ahmad
Zakiyuddin, Ramasamy and Law with
a placard after receiving their Covid-19
booster shots.
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OTAYI Electronic (M) Sdn
HBhd hopes to mark two
milestones next year.

Founded in 1992, the com-
pany will celebrate its three de-
cades of existence in 2022.

Secondly, it hopes construc-
tion of its new plant called Ho-
tayi BK2 in Batu Kawan will be
completed by April.

The groundbreaking cer-
emony of the new plant was
held on Oct 16.

It is learnt that Hotayi will be
investing a total of RM300 mil
lion on this expansion project.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who officiated the ground-
breaking ceremony, commend-
ed Hotayi on their latest project
and was impressed that the new
plant would have a smart, green
and nature-friendly concept.

Double joy
for Hotayi
next year

He also went down memory
lane, recalling when he wit-
nessed the opening of Hotayi on
the Hill project in 2019.

“Two years ago, | was here
for the opening of Hotayi on the
Hill, and today, I'm glad to be
here again to be part of the next
step in making this latest expan-
sion project a reality.

“I am also pleased to see
Hotayi continue to flourish here
in Penang and is now one of
the global leading Electronics
Manufacturing Services (EMS)
companies.

“Following Taiwan’s  new
southbound policy, Hotayi made
the bold decision in 2017 to ex-
pand its production here, creat-
ing new jobs and strengthening
strategic partnerships with cli-
ents in this regjon.

“l understand that through
this new expansion project, Ho-
tayi is expected to create some

600 high value jobs upon com-
pletion in April 2022.

“The company has been ac-
tively cultivating engineering
talents and skilled workers,
and this new expansion proj-
ect will undoubtedly broaden
this effort and further sharp-
en the competitiveness of
the local workforce,” Chow
said during his speech at the
groundbreaking ceremony in
Batu Kawan on Oct 16.

Meanwhile, Hotayi chairman
Datuk Seri Lee Hung Lung ex-
pressed his gratitude to the
state government, contractors
and relevant parties for making

the expansion project a reality.
“Despite the concerns
and uncertainties due to
Covid-19, the decision to
expand was a tribute to the
hard work of everyone," Lee
said in his speech.
Representative from the
Taiwan Economic and Cul-
tural Office, Dr Lien Yu-Ping,
said Malaysia and Taiwan
have maintained a very
strong economic relation-
ship over the years.
“Today’s event is a proof

Lee (left), Chow,
Lien and Yew at
the groundbreaking
ceremony of Hotayi
BK2 in Batu Kawan.

that these two countries share
a strong bond,” Lien said.

Also present during the
ceremony were State Assem-
bly Speaker Datuk Law Choo
Kiang, Batu Kawan MP Kast-
huriraani Patto, Bukit Tambun
assemblyman Goh Choon Aik,
Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) mayor Datuk Rozali
Mohamud, Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang and Invest-
Penang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian.
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Abdul Halim (standing, second from left) with some family members who lost their loved

ones to Covid-19.

Aid for bereaved families of Covid-19

A TOTAL of 48 families in
the Batu Maung constituency
received some form of assis-
tance from their assemblyman
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain
following the death of family
members due to Covid-19.
Abdul Halim, who is also
the state Entrepreneurial
Development, Trade and In-
dustry Committee chairman,
handed RM200 and a ham-
per to each of the represen-
tatives during a brief ceremo-

ny in Bukit Gedung, Bayan
Lepas, on Oct 9.

“l believe that there may
be some unreported ones as
well. They can come forward
and we will assist them.

“We are also liaising with
the Village Community Man-
agement Council (MPKK) to
collect data on the sole bread-
winners who had been affect-
ed by Covid-19.

“l share their sorrow and
grief, especially losing their

loved ones during this chal-
lenging period,” he said.

Abdul Halim said that his
service centre has also of-
fered counselling services to
those who need it.

Other areas, he added,
that had received the assis-
tance were in Sungai Ara and
Sungai Tiram.

The assistance to the be-
reaved families was for the
deaths that occurred in July, Au-
gust and September this year.

‘Easier’ housing

requirements

to attract, retain talents

PENANG has loosened hous-
ing requirements in the state in
an effort to attract and retain
talents.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said those who are work-
ing in Penang could register for
the state’s affordable housing
programme.

Chow said this to Intel Ma-
laysia managing director Chong
Aik Kean during a short meet-
ing at the Intel PG8 plant in
Bayan Lepas.

Chong expressed Intel's
hope to work with the Penang
government to attract and re-
tain talents in the state.

Chow and Chong also dis-
cussed other matters during
the meeting.

Among them were the possi-
bility of setting up childcare and
senior citizen centres, as well
as matters concerning the Pen-
ang Future Foundation.

“We hope that the state can
set up child care and senior citi-
zen care centres so that work-
ing couples can return to work
with ease of mind,” Chong said.

Chow said the Penang gov-
ernment was currently work-
ing on policies or incentives
to assist working couples or
parents.

Meanwhile, Intel expressed
its readiness to further dis-
cuss with the state on attract-
ing and retaining talents un-
der the Penang Future Foun-
dation, which is the state’s
scholarship programme.

“The Penang plant is Intel’'s
first offshore plant. With the
strong support from govern-
ment agencies such as Invest-
Penang, we have managed to
have a dynamic working ties
with the state,” Chong said.

Also present during the
meeting were factory manager
Wong Mei Fong, manufacturing
manager Azahar Mat Elias and
government affairs director Am-
ran Mohd Dom.

Earlier, Finance Minister
Tengku Zafrul Abdul Aziz and
his entourage visited Intel PG8
plant as part of his “Jelajah ke
Pulau Pinang” programme in
preparation for Budget 2022.
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00D news for potential
Ghome buyers in Penang

- affordable homes will
remain affordable as the state
government will not be raising
the prices of low-cost (LC) and
low medium-cost (LMC) units.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said the
LC unit in Penang is priced at
RM42,000 while LMC unit is
priced at RM72,500.

“Some states have raised
the prices of LC and LMC units.
In some states, the price of an
LC unit has been increased from

RM42,000 to RM60,000 while
the price of an LMC unit has
been increased to RM100,000.
“Even before the pandemic,
the Penang government had
mentioned that the state will
not falter because these are af-
fordable homes for the people.
“How can we increase the
prices? | want the Housing and
Local Government Ministry to
look into the matter,” Jagdeep
told a press conference at
Block A, Greenlane Heights in
Jalan Besi on Oct 10.
“We will maintain the prices.
It is our social responsibility.
“We have a target of supply-
ing 220,000 units of affordable
homes (of various prices) under
the Penang2030 vision — from
RM42,000 to RM300,000 per

unit (on Penang island), and
from RM42,000 to RM250,000
per unit (on the mainland).

“We have supplied almost
130,000 units of affordable
homes now. | am confident
that we will be able to supply
220,000 units, or even more,
by 2030,” he added.

Also present were Seri De-
lima assemblyman Syerleena
Abdul Rashid and Bukit Gelugor
MP Ramkarpal Singh.

Jagdeep said the state
was also assisting several
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housing projects in maintain-
ing their schemes.

“These housing schemes
have to be eligible for the main-
tenance funds that are avail-
able in Penang.

“The state has various main-
tenance funds to help the people
maintain their schemes. They are
the Public Housing Maintenance
Fund, the housing maintenance
funds under the Penang Island
City Council and the Seberang
Perai City Council, and Penang
Maximum 80% Housing Mainte-

and Ramkarpal (second from
right) in a gLoHp;ph_gto aftergthe
announcement-offépprovalﬁof'.aid__-
under TPM8SOPP.

e,

nance Fund (TPM8OPP).

“Those LC, LMC and pri-
vate housing schemes of up to
RM150,000 (at the time of prin-
cipal purchase) can apply for
the TPM8OPP, and are eligible
to be considered by the state
government,” Jagdeep said.

Jagdeep said the state
has approved the TPM80OPP
application by Block A,
Greenlane Heights.

“The apartment is 24 years
old. It has constantly faced
electrical system problems."

Target of
220,000
units of
affordable
homes
(various

types) under
Penang2030
vision.

RMMPg TARGETS

Since 2008,
130,000
units of

affordable
homes
(various
types)
supplied.

RMMPg aims at ensuring affordable homes

THE Penang Housing Board has
rebranded its fiveyear Penang
Housing Board Development
Master Plan for the year 2021
to 2025.

Penang Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said the five-
year master plan would now be
known as Rumah Mampu Milik
Penang (RMMPg).

In a media release, it was
stated that the RMMPg would
comprise nine affordable home
projects and five urban regen-
eration projects.

After his visit to Fairview Resi-
dence in Sungai Ara on Oct 14,
Jagdeep told a press conference
that the state Housing Board had
planned to supply 7,838 units of
affordable homes through these
14 projects.

“I would like to congratulate
the Penang Housing Board for

the initiative,” he said.

He added that the state
would continue to monitor the
supply of affordable homes for
the people.

“We have a target of sup-
plying 220,000 units of afford-
able homes (various types)
under the Penang2030 vision.
We will strive to achieve our
target by 2030.

“We have supplied almost
130,000 units of affordable
homes (various types) so far
since 2008,” he said.

He also commended the
developer for building low me-
dium-cost and affordable units
at Fairview Residence.

On a separate matter, Jag-
deep said that the urban re-
generation project at the “5
Point Blocks” flats in Lorong
Mahsuri 10 in Bayan Baru was
scheduled to start by the end
of this year.

Promise on delivery of affordable homes

HOUSING is a basic need for
all, and the Penang govern-
ment will continue to ensure
the delivery of affordable
homes for eligible Penangites,
state Housing, Local Govern-
ment, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo said.

“l am very confident that we
will be able to meet our target
of delivering 220,000 units of
various housing units, from low-
cost, low medium-cost and af
fordable homes.

“We have almost reached
130,000 units (built, various
stages of being built and plan-
ning), both on the island and
mainland,” Jagdeep said during
his speech before presenting
the Havana Beach Residences
affordable housing offer letters
to eligible recipients in Bayan
Lepas on Oct 7.

Jagdeep congratulated
Ideal Property Group for work-
ing together with the state in
ensuring that the people have
comfortable and affordable
homes to live in.

“The affordable  housing
homes, which are priced from
RM300,000 each, come with at-
tractive facilities,” he said.

It was further learnt that the
project would have a total of
1,342 units.

Among the facilities that
would be made available are an
adult swimming pool, jacuzzi,
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Artist’s
impression
of Havana
Beach
Residences.

children’s pool, recreational
park, a barbeque pit area, gym-
nasium, a yoga room, a multi-
purpose hall and others.

Jagdeep added that con-
struction work started last
February and the project is
expected to be completed
in 2024.

In a related development,
he also stressed that Urban
Regeneration Programmes
would be the way forward to
ramp up delivery of affordable
homes in Penang.

“We are committed to try-
ing not to build new hous-

-
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ing projects on the hills as
it is our mission to preserve
greenery in the state.

“Hence, it is important that
we expand new projects on ex-
isting buildings that have been
abandoned for a very long time,”
Jagdeep added.

Separately, Jagdeep
urged Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob to
inform all the states on his
recent announcement in the
12th Malaysia Plan about
the delivery of 500,000
various types of affordable
housing units.
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Desa Wawasangcss
Flats community >

HE community in Desa
TWawasan Flats in Bukit

Mertajam has been given
another two-year cleaning con-
tract until 2023.

Padang Lalang assembly-
man Chong Eng commended
the community in Desa Wa-
wasan Flats for their remark-
able achievement.

She said it was important for
the contract to be given to the

community themselves instead
of to a cleaning contractor.

“When some of the contrac-
tors are given the task to main-
tain the neighbourhood’s clean-
liness, they will get the cleaners
from outside.

“However, when the con-
tract is given to the community,
those staying at the flats can be
roped in to maintain the green-
ery of the neighbourhood.
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“It’s better to give the chance
to the community themselves to
handle the cleaning task rather
than to those outside.

“What | can see today is
that the Desa Wawasan Flats
has changed a lot. It has be-
come a cleaner and more con-

Rozali (left) and Salmiah (right) hope the M(;U will benefit .the

-z

local community.

MBSP, UiTM Penang ink MoU for joint
venture programmes

IN a move to strengthen
their strategic partnership,
Seberang Perai City Coun-
cil (MBSP) and Universiti
Teknologi Mara (UiTM) Pen-
ang branch campus signed a
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) on Oct 11.

“The strategic partnership
that has been formed through
the MoU signing today can
provide an opportunity for
both parties to hold joint ven-
ture programmes covering
various fields that can benefit
the local community.

MBSP mayor Datuk Ro-
zali Mohamud said the MoU
agreement is for a period
of three years starting from
Oct 11 this year until Oct 11,
2024.

“This includes organising

conferences, seminars, work-
shops, community activities
and volunteering programmes
such as to raise awareness
among the public on the im-
portance of environmental
conservation.

“The MoU signing also in-
volves research programmes,
publication, consultation and
also student industrial training.

“It is hoped with this MoU,
we will be able to generate
some creative and innovative
ideas that can benefit both
parties and also the local
community,” Rozali said in his
speech at the signing cere-
mony at the MBSP headquar-
ters building in Bandar Perda,
Bukit Mertajam on Oct 11.

The UiTM Penang branch
campus was represented by

its rector Prof Dr Salmiah Ka-
solang.

Salmiah thanked MBSP for
trusting them to be a strategic
partner.

“This is the proudest mo-
ment for UiTM as we are the
largest producer of human
resources in the country with
more than 160,000 students
in all our branches.

“The MoU signing today is
an important platform for us
to share knowledge and ex-
pertise with MBSP that can
benefit both parties and the
local community.

“For a long-term plan, UiTM
also hopes to collaborate with
MBSP to focus more on eco-
tourism development, green
technology and many others,”
she added.

in,” she said after witness-
ing the cleaning community
contract handover ceremony
between the state Housing
Board and Sungai Rambai
People’s Housing Association
in Desa Wawasan Flats.

Chong Eng, who is also the
state executive councillor for
Non-Islamic Religious Affairs
and Social Development,
praised the Sungai Rambai
People’s Housing Associa-
tion for ensuring everything
runs smoothly.

The association’s chair-
man, Sanusi Ahmad, thanked
Chong Eng for the trust and
commitment given to them
to maintain the cleanliness
of the flats.

ducive environment to stay

“We have a total of 11
members, comprising  Six
men and five women, to do
the daily chores.

“They can at least have these
job opportunities,” he said.

Penang Women Develop-
ment Corporation (PWDC) chief
executive officer Ong Bee Leng
said great response was re-
ceived for the contract to be
renewed.

“Through a survey that was
conducted by PWDC, 92% of
people were satisfied with the
cleaning service.

“This shows the communi-
ty’s ability to take care of their
own neighbourhood,” she said.

Also present was state Hous-
ing Board representative Nur
Fadzilah Amirah Ismail.

Covid-19 supplies for
Muntri Street Health Clinic

PENANG continues to show its
appreciation for the dedicated
services of the frontliners in
battling Covid-19 pandemic
when Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow handed over Covid-19
supplies to the Muntri Street
Health Clinic.

Chow presented 17 sets of
face masks, hand sanitisers,
hand soaps and thermos flasks
to Dr Kuldip Singh Pretam
Singh, who is the clinic’s medi-
cal officer and person-in-charge,
in a brief handover ceremony.

“It is our aim to appreciate
the frontliners who are working
tirelessly during this Covid-19
pandemic.

“l believe that other elected
representatives are also doing
their part in serving their con-
stituents during this time.

“Everyone needs to play our
responsibilities well and strictly

adhere to the relevant standard
operating procedures (SOPSs).

“Lastly, we hope that our
presence here will be an en-
couragement to the frontliners,”
said Chow, who is also Padang
Kota assemblyman.

Muntri Street Health Clinic
is located in the Padang Kota
constituency.

Dr Kuldip said he appreci-
ated the contribution by the
chief minister.

“We sincerely thank the Chief
Minister and the state for their
concern shown towards us.

“We are very honoured to
receive the supplies as they
are very helpful to us,” he
said.

Also present were Lau
Keng Ee, who is Chow’s spe-
cial affairs officer in Padang
Kota, and staff members
from the service centre.
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Chinese dallles
firm donate to

PgCare Alliance;

HE state government,
Tthrough PgCare Alliance,
received 150 sets of basic
medical items for home quaran-
tine patients from Sin Chew Daily
and Guang Ming Daily, and 90
bottles of 100ml concentrated
sanitisers and 120 bottles of
hand sanitisers from SK Marvel
Resources for Li Tek schools and
Heng Ee Kindergarten recently.
State Welfare and Environ-
ment Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh thanked the
donors for doing their part for
the society during this chal-
lenging Covid-19 period.
“These basic medical items
donated by Sin Chew and
Guang Ming are good for home
quarantine patients as they are
usually at a loss of what they
need when they are infected
with the virus for the first time.
“They are confused and we
don’t want them to run around

searching for these things,”
said Phee after receiving the
items from the donors at
Komtar on Oct 7.

Each set, containing medical
items like face masks, soap,
goggles, disinfectant and oxim-
eter, is worth RM200.

Pengkalan Kota assembly-
man Daniel Gooi, who was also
present at the handover ceremo-
ny, said the sanitisers would be
useful for the pupils of Li Tek and

Heng Ee Kindergarten, which
are located in his constituency,
when they reopen for classes.
Also present were PgCare Al-
liance members Dr S.B. Ngoo
and S.K. Chong, PgCare Alli-
ance food and essential sub-
committee chairman Lt Kol
Felix Chuah, Sin Chew Daily se-
nior regional manager (Penang,
Kedah, Perlis) Puah Ee Peng,
Guang Ming Daily deputy gen-
eral manager (Business pro-

Phee checking out the ba5|c medlcal |tems that were

donated by Sin Chew Daily and Guang Ming Daily. Looking
on are Puah (left), Chong (right), Gooi (second from right)
and Ngoo (partially hidden).
motion/Charity Fund/Admin/
HR) Ng Hee Kuang, Guang
Ming Daily deputy manager
(Admin/Charity Fund) Kenny
Fong Khin Lee, Unic Plastech

Empowering strata community to fight Covid-19

PENANG, which is fighting
hard to curb the spread of Co-
vid-19, has made determined
efforts to empower the strata
community.

A “Prevention and Early Re-
sponse Webinar Programme —
Strata Community Fight against
Covid-19” was held on Oct 2
for some 200 members of the
Joint Management Body (JMB),
Management Corporation (MC),
property managers as well as
high-rise residents who are
frontliners in their respective
schemes.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who officiated the pro-
gramme, thanked Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) and
the Commissioner of Buildings
(COB) Department for their ini-
tiative in organising the webinar.

“As the state with the most
stratified buildings in the coun-
try, the webinar's topics are
very relevant to our current situ-
ation where we are still strug-
gling with Covid-19.

“The state has a total of
2,504 stratified schemes, with
1,374 schemes under MBPP
and 1,130 schemes under
MBSP (Seberang Perai City
Council), involving 321,000
units. Penang island itself has
232,000 units and Seberang
Perai has 89,000 units.

“The role of all the partici-
pants in the webinar is crucial
in our efforts to curb Covid-19
from continuing to spread in the
community.

“I hope this webinar will
benefit the participants and in-

crease their knowledge related
to tackling Covid-19 in stratified
housing schemes,” Chow said
in his speech.

He added that the state
government, among several
initiatives, has helped set up a
private quarantine and low-risk
treatment centre (PKRCS) for
free for those in the B40 or low-
income homes.

Chow said the PKRCS at Mei
Hotel in Abu Siti Lane, set up
in collaboration between the
hotel and Crisis Relief Services
& Training (CREST) Malaysia,
would be able to help residents
who do not have suitable rooms
at home to undergo self quar-
antine.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang said the objective of the
webinar programme was com-
munity empowerment.

“This programme is to train
the trainers who will be the first
responders (at their respective
housing schemes),” Yew said in
his speech.

Yew said MBPP conducted a
pilot programme recently at PPR
Jalan Sungai in George Town
in which 15 residents from the
low-cost housing scheme were
trained on how to use an RTK-An-
tigen test kit and pulse oximeter.

These 15 trainers will then
share their knowledge or em-
power others on using the self-
test kit and oximeter.

Those who are found positive
are to go for a PCR test, home
guarantine or further treatment
as required by the health au-
thorities.

In response to a question, Yew
said when MBPP started a man-
datory biweekly RTK-Antigen test
for its staff from Oct 1, a total of
2,496 took the test and 12 were
found to be positive.

“We’re going to have this
exercise for the next few
months. The fact that some
tested positive will help us to
control the situation faster as
they have to be in isolation or
quarantine and undergo treat-
ment,” Yew said.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo, who also
attended the launch of the pro-
gramme, said JMBs and MCs
must be very firm in tackling the
Covid-19 pandemic.

(M) Sdn Bhd executive direc-
tor Lee Yew Keong, SK Mar-
vel Resources sales manager
Kennie Kim and Li Tek board
of director Tan Ah Chye.

Chow and Jagdeep participating in the ‘Prevention and
Early Response Webinar Programme - Strata Community

Fight against Covid-19’.

“We need the authorities to
clarify the SOPs and once we
get the clarity, we have to be
firm to be fair,” Jagdeep said.

Among those who partici-
pated in the virtual event were

state Welfare and Environment
Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh, MBPP secretary Da-
tuk Addnan Mohd Razali and
MBPP Commissioner of Build-
ings director Nik Ariff Long Dir.
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NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks No Tel/ No Faks

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.38 BAYAN LEPAS N.O1 PENAGA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow [Tg 04-2260218 YB /k\DzruI Mahathir Aéiz " ET% 81 - gﬁ‘; %‘;72 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T)
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F = 7

N.02 BERTAM T) 013 - 430 6400
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL R ENE YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq {P) 04 - 576 7606
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul T) 04 - 575 6526 5 b .
e [ 64373 83% YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 9131 N.05 SUNGAI DUA (T)
ramasamy@penang.gov.my. [F{ 04 -3839131 YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA T) 04 - 390 5109
R O e L (1) 04 - 262 0860 YB Dr. Afif Bahardin 11} 54390 2109
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) O4-2618745 %3221 lSka{\lgAl I3]6.«CHEH M

ulkifli lbrahim

N.12 PENANTI - n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com [F; 04 - 538 4871 N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkifly Md.. Lazim (T)
N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng [T% 04 - 530 3028
chong.eng@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 530 3028 PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

DAP PENANG HQ
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT N.01 PENAGA
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo ) 04 - 226 2464 doppg@sireamyx.com (6455 034 Aida Yusof Rawa (T) 019 - 338 2668
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464 gidayusofrawa@gmail.com
N.37 BATU MAUNG -
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain T) 04 - 626 1442 Al ()&= B2 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com F) 04 - 626 1442 Rosli Hasan (T) 010 - 468 5990
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04 - 3310163 N.O5 SUNGAI DUA
T) Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman T) 019 - 415 3850

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA ( t pe m
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04 - 890 3866 hajifek@gmail.com

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

[T; 04 - 827 8868
F

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung

[H 04 - 507 5001

jawi@dappg.org

YB Goh Choon Aik [T& 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI

YB H'ng Mooi Lye

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 -594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
lim nen nang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

[T% 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam
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PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

048278868 POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 P 04-656 4131
Y Teh Lot Hen 1) 04 - 227 7068 & PENYELAMAT 04-398 8809
o H 04 - 227 7068 DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
T T YNTITT OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
: HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 ]
L @ 1 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
e M ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA (PGT) 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
N.09 BAGAN DALAM _
A ANy T S5 SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957 FERI ((C;B?TE%\/EVngHN)) I
QALGGANCIILIN S IAILeOom PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255 JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
N.11 PERMATANG PASIR _
N.11 PERMATANG PASIR 104521 1106 KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-241 0290
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

04-829 4046

y&;]g::“ﬁgg Lee 10178133509 WCC (Women’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-KANAK

berapit@dappg.org H 04 - 540 0006 Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 82%2} ?}Sé
YB Lee Khai L T) 013 - 399 0519 -
kliee78@gmaicom IH) 04 351 Sakp | soCso 04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my 04 - 507 5001 ] . * *
P E———— =*7) Make Covid-1? Immunisation Programme a Success

€ renanglawancovid19




SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2021
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390 Kewarganegaraan
04 -507 5390
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 4557731
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai ) . 011 - 1244 7167
. Ut Pejabat Bahagian
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923 ara K -
ewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
] . Tingkat 3, KOMTAR
4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -572 0272
David Marshel a/I 019 - 412 3397 Tengah
Pakianathan 04 - 399 6689 £ 04 - 650 5556
5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
Fahmi Zainol 018 - 232 2502 Selatan
Galaimani o/l 012 - 534 1384 .
Subramnian Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Harryzan Yaakub 019 - 456 8484 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2021 B e .
1
1
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 Nama Telefon I EDI TO RIAL
1
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 !
) I Editors :
Ao Kl 014-9058113 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012-248 5016 ! Christopher Tan (English)
rupanantha : Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 : G. Revatic (Tamil)
Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013-770 1001 ]
Nasir 013 - 503 3349 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Writers :
1 M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee,
; Dr. Shahul Hameed Syed 013 - 431 9384 ] Muhamad Riadz Akmal and Kevin Vimal (English)
Muhamad Suzuki 0111-1119 4419 ! . .
Ahmad Mohamed ! Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin,
) ! Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese)
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 ! J. Patmavathy (Tamil)
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 !
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114 |
Mohamed Noor 1 Photographers:
) ] Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian,
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017-979 0933 Hari Krishnan a/I Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571 : Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud,
1 Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis, Chan Kok Kuan,
Harvindar Singh a/I Darshan 012 - 428 2250 ] Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi
Noor Azuawati Ahmad 018 - 965 4559 Singh ! and Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar
1
Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276 ] Graphic Designers :
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 Lee Chee How 012 - 470 3389 : |dzham Ahmad
Mohamed Noor :
Lee Kim Noor 04 - 229 8382 |
. i Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:
Ong Jing Cheng 012-758 3779 Lee Wei S 012 - 452 8305 I
016 - 445 5709 s e . ] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA,
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Muhamad Khairul Mohd Alli 012 - 542 0520 ]
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Tan Choo Eng 019 - 448 4344 Tan Hooi Pen 012 - 498 6212 . .
04323 2679 ¢ buletinmutiara | ChowKonYeow
Tan Seng Keat 012-438 6191 h k
) =i CnowKonyeow
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749 Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453
wkonyeow
Theng Jie Wey 016 -4187108 @Chﬂ y
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121




EFRIENDERS is syn-
Bonymous with anyone

seeking emotional help
or just needing someone to
listen to them.

In this respect, Befrienders
Penang, which was formed 43
years ago, has earned praise for
providing emotional support and
listening to people experiencing
loneliness, misery, despair or
depression to prevent suicides.

Tan Lean Kee (pix), the
newly-appointed patron of Be-
frienders Penang, thanked all
the volunteers for their passion
and compassion to reach out
to those feeling overwhelmed
with issues they are encoun-
tering in their lives.

“In their hour of darkness, de-
spair and hopelessness, you are
their lifeline and you give them
hope. | salute all of you for your
noble work,” Tan, who is the
wife of Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, said in her speech before
officiating the virtual Outreach
Knowledge Enhancement Pro-
gramme on Oct 9.

“However, as you give of your-
self to help others, it is vital to
take care of your own well-being,
physically, mentally, emotionally,
and spiritually.

“Taking short breaks, having
a peer’'s support group would
help prevent burnout.”

Tan added that it was a privi-
lege for her to be given the op-
portunity to serve and be asso-
ciated with the esteemed organ-
isation which was established
in 1978 by the late Datuk Seri
Khoo Keat Siew.

She said she foresees Be-
frienders Penang and other men-
tal health providers being busier
since the number of people ex-
periencing anxiety, suicidal incli-
nation, depression, and other

related mental health issues
has increased significantly in the
past two years.

Tan also complimented Out-
reach director Chew Lay Kean
and her team for organising the
programme to appreciate all the
volunteers and trainees for their
tireless service.

Befrienders Penang chairman
Damien Lee said they were for-
tunate to find a patron who is
as passionate in preventing sui-
cides as they are and the sup-
port Tan gave during their previ-
ous public forum “Lost All Hope;
Suicide Ideation & Stigma” in
2019 to the “Someone For Ev-
ery One” series of workshops.

He said during this Covid-19
pandemic more working adults
are in distress, from losing their
jobs or wages cut, to not being
able to operate their businesses.

Many students, he said, are
also stressed by not being able
to follow online lessons for not
having the resources and are un-
happy and under pressure.

“From our statistics, we no-
ticed a 20% increase in calls
compared to the same period

Salute to Befrienders Penang

before the pandemic. This is an
indicator that Malaysians are
suffering through these times.

“The reported 53 cases of
suicide in Penang from January
until May this year alone shows
that there is a great need for
what we do. One life lost to sui-
cide is already one too many,”
Lee said in his speech.

He added they have always
tried to remain out of the lime-
light because for many of them,
they serve not for the recogni-
tion but for self-satisfaction, that
they have somehow made a dif-
ference in the lives of someone
during the brief period over their
telephone conversation.

For the volunteers, Lee said
the experience in managing to
save a life is something that
money cannot buy.

“You are our superheroes,
but without cape or superpow-
ers. And we could not do without
all the volunteers. There are peo-
ple here for decades and there
are some who were here a few
months ago,” Lee added.

Chew, who is also the organ-
ising chairman, said Befrienders

Penang has 80 qualified be-
frienders and 18 trainees.

She said each befriender
takes turn for three-hour duties
from 3pm to 6pm, 6pm to 9pm
and 9pm to midnight, seven
days a week.

This year alone, Chew added,
they carried out 25 events with
students from various universi-
ties and colleges, like USM,
University of Wollongong
and Inti.

Chew also thanked
the Pertubuhan Wanita
Mutiara for supporting
the Outreach Knowl-
edge Enhancement
Programme.

It was a fruitful

one in which Da- /"

tuk Dr Lai Foong

Hwa, a consultant =

child and adoles- |~ = : '
cent psychiatrist, © . o '
and his wife, Datin s A
Indranee Liew, a be- '

haviour management

trainer and consultant,

shared on techniques of |

cognitive behaviour thera- |
py (CBT).
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Rozali (front row, centre) posing for a photograph with the MBSP staff winners

at the Quality Appreciation award ceremony.

« @ MBSP honours
~ s  (UAlity achievers

THE Seberang Perai City Council (MBSP)
appreciated the services of several of its
staff members by giving them awards at
its Quality Appreciation ceremony at Dewan
Kenanga recently.

MBSP mayor Datuk Rozali Mohamud
presented the Quality Appreciation awards
to the winners of three categories — Qual-
ity Engagement, Best 5S Zones and Quality
Challenge (Quality Quiz) on Oct 4.

MBSP’s main objective in holding the
ceremony is to inspire all staff members to
be creative and innovative and to provide
quality service to the public.

Pasal apa Pakcik

tak dapat lagi sumbangan tunai

i-Sejahters ni? Dah dus tahun
dah tak dapat. &

Pakeik baru tau. Ha, Pakeik ada
nambar akaun bank. Macam
mana Pakcik nak tukar kaedah
pembayaran tunai
ke EFT tu?

“TUKAR TUNAI KE EFT* @
:

CoviD-19

8 Bayaran tunai

ditangguhkan sebab COVID-1g,
Pakcik, Pembayaran hanya dapat
dibvat ke akaun bank pemohon

yang memilih kaedah pembayaran

pindahan wang secara
elektromk (EFT).

Leg in pemahon di
portal i-Sejahtera, kemaskini
maklumat bank dan pilih kaedah

pembayaran secara EFT. Kemudian, muat

PROGRAM i-SEJAHTERA

Pembayaran secara tunai terpaksa ditangguhkan bagi
mengurangkan risiko penularan wabak COVID-19

JON TANIR REEFI/..

KEMASKINI MAKLUMAT AKAUN BANK DI LAMAN WEB SISTEM
HSEJAHTERA DAN MUAT NAIK PENYATA AKAUN BANK TERKINI

The Quality Engagement awards went to
Siti Haslinda Hasan (Services Management
director), Asma Othman (Head of Unit, Inter-
nal Audit), Norshazila Alias (Treasury deputy
director), Mohd Saedon Ahmad (Chief as-
sistant senior engineer) and Abd Rahman
Shariff (Agriculture senior assistant officer).

In the Best 5S Zones category, Zon Ke-
kwa emerged top to win a trophy plus a
cash prize of RM1,000, followed by Zon
Orkid (RM750) and Zon Kenanga (RM500).

A total of 180 participants took part in
the Quality Challenge category, answering
30 objective questions within 30 minutes.

naik dokurmen akaun bank terking untuk
pastikan akaun bank yang dikemukakan
ity magih aktif. Itu sajs Pakeik.
Mudah kan?

MEMBOLEHKAN BAYARAN DIBUAT TERUS KE AKAUN

http://isejahtera.penang.gov.my

Ten prizes, including consolation prizes,
were given out and the top three winners
were Asma, Noor Masmira Abdul Jaafar
(Internal Audit Unit) and Jamaludin Mat
(Legal).
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cautiously - for badminton
players in the state after the
Penang Badminton Association
(PBA) resumed training its state
players as well as renting out its

e s

IT'S back to the courts - rather

Kah{showingithe
JKR{delegationithe) |
leakingjroof/at.the ™
Penang Badminton
Academy: .

!
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courts to the public at the PBA
hall in Bukit Dumbar.

PBA president Datuk Kah
Kau Kiak said they are ensur-
ing strict compliance with Co-
vid-19 protocols while welcom-
ing back the players.

“Under the latest standard
operating procedures (SOPs),
those who want to use the
court must be fully vaccinated.

“But for Under-18 players
who have not been vaccinat-
ed, they must be accompa-
nied by either one of their par-
ents who themselves must be
fully vaccinated.

“We also need to adhere
to social distancing. So, each
court is limited to six per-
sons,” Kah said.

Even though PBA or other

badminton academies are al- _

lowed to operate since Sep-
tember, Kah said many par-
ents are not taking chances
by allowing their children to
play the game.

“PBA has a pool of 70 play- 4

control order (MCO) started in

March last year, PBA has gone
through a lot.

Virtual training during the sev-
eral lockdowns, he said, was
not really effective and the play-
ers’ standard of play has gone
down.

Kah said what is affecting
PBA most during the ongoing Co-
vid-19 pandemic is having virtu-
ally no income from court rental
as the hall has to be closed
most of the time.

ers but we now have only a 2

20% attendance for training,” |

said Kah during an interview at

the PBA hall on Oct 6.
He said since the movement

Covy (right) and twin sister
Jovy glad to be back in
training.

He is, however, thankful to the
Penang State Sports Council,
the state government and Bad-
minton Association of Malaysia
(BAM) for providing some subsi-
dies, and also to former sponsor
Gosen for 10 years of sponsor-
ship and current sponsor Yonex
for signing an MoU with PBA with
a sponsorship of RM1.2 million
for three years from last year.

He said the monthly ex-
penditure of over RM30,000
has taken a toll on the as-
sociation, having to pay for
the salaries of four coach-
. es, clerk and cleaners and
also for the maintenance
. works and utility bills.
“Penang is famous as
a badminton powerhouse
A\ and has produced several
~ great players - starting from
the Choong brothers, Eddy and
David, Tan Aik Huang and lately
Datuk Lee Chong Wei. We want
to continue this tradition.

Kah havmg a pep talk with the Penang state badminton players.
Behind him are the coaches (from left) Razlan, Goh and Lim.

Kampong]Kastamlin[Gelugor

Kah says they are ensuring
strict compliance with Covid-19
protocols.

Razlan.

“For next year, we plan to hold
six to eight tournaments for dif-
ferent age groups, junior and
Closed,” he said.

The PBA hall, which has nine
courts, is one of the three train-

‘3 _Teoh|Lexuan|(in'red}
~ one of.the Penang state
players, retrle.vmg a shot

: during;a'practice/session.
- .-' é e

ing centres for the state players.
But the second centre at the
Penang Badminton Academy
(six courts) in Jalan Kaki Bukit
is temporarily closed because of
leaking roof.

PBA had already stopped rent-
ing its third training centre in
Bukit Mertajam to cut cost due
to the MCO.

Penang chief coach Razlan
Abdullah said the players are
still not fit yet and basically,
the training which began on
Sept 15, was to help them re-
gain their fitness.

“We don’t push them too hard
yet. One of the girls, for instance,
just got vaccinated one week
ago. By and by, we want them to
get back their skills and touches.

“Right now, we're not very
strict on attendance because of
safety concerns,” Razlan said.

Razlan and his assistants
Goh Giap Chin and Lim Ru Guat
are conducting two training ses-
sions per day from Monday to
Friday for the state players.

Twins Yeoh Cowy and Yeoh
Jowy, 12, said they are happy to
be back training with the team.

“We miss our friends and
sparring sessions,” said Covy, a
pupil of SJK (C) Sum Sun.
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ravasundaram was a man

with fists of fury - almost liter-
ally.

Vairavasundaram, 60,
was a wayward teenager and
would possibly have wrecked
his own life had he not seen
the 1972 Bruce Lee block-
buster “Fist of Fury”.

“I had a difficult childhood.
| became rebellious and was
becoming a monster, bully-
ing my sisters and taking their
school money, and doing terrible
things,” Veera, as he is better
known, told Buletin Mutiara in a
recent interview.

At 16, Veera was sent to Kua-
la Lumpur to be with his cousins
during the school holidays.

“They took me to watch this
movie, called ‘Fist of Fury’, and
my life was transformed. Bruce
Lee was like a messenger sent
by God to me.

“Bruce Lee became my idol.
He was also an idol to many
people during that era. And | de-
cided to become a hero like him.
| wanted to be a world champion
and have a well sculptured body
like Bruce Lee’s,” Veera said.

He became disciplined and
trained very hard. After a few
years, he became a national
sportsman. What was even
more remarkable was that he
became a champion in three dif-
ferent martial arts, namely box-
ing, kickboxing and sanda (Chi-
nese kickboxing).

Veera represented Malaysia
in several international champi-
onships and won the prestigious
1993 North America Full Con-
tact Championships held in Bal-
timore, the United States.

Because of his martial art
prowess and military training,
Veera worked at different jobs —
bodyguard for a prominent busi-
nessman, bouncer for a Penang
nightclub, karate coach in New

IN his younger days, R. Vai-

ng fun in one of the ‘Zero to Hero’ progra mes

X

Zealand, assistant safety and
security manager at ParkRoyal
Penang Resort and security
manager at Osram.

When he was working at Park-
Royal Penang Resort, Veera took
up further studies and obtained
his diploma in Sports Manage-
ment and then completed his
MBA in Sports Management. He
also obtained a diploma in Secu-
rity Management.

He quit martial art competi-
tion at the age of 34 when his
wife, P. Rethinambal, was preg-
nant with their first child.

But he later returned to the
ring for one last fling at age 49,
fighting against a 21-year-old
Thai in the Pesta 2010 Muay
Thai exhibition at the Sungai

€\

‘Front-kick’ photo featuring
Vairavasundaram and Ricky Kam
which won them a winning photo

in the National Photograph Contest in
conjunction with the 1988 Seoul Olympics.

Nibong Pesta site. Veera won
the bout, which was also wit-
nessed by his wife and both
his daughters.

Veera later started a "Zero
to Hero” programme and has
gone to schools and centres to
provide motivational talks. To
date, he has spoken to over
10,000 students.

Of them all, he found
an exceptionally lanky
12-year-old boy from
a poor family and in-
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ransformed by

: (Fromileft)
| Kowsalyaj)
}| Vairavasundaram,
family,friend lawyer
§ Subramaniam,
Deputy/Chief
B\ | Minister,ll|Prof
#_Dr.P. Ramasamy,
L Priyankaland
'Rethinambal at=*
3 |Ramasamy’s office
in Komtar.

the ‘Fist of Fury’

spired him to become a bas-
ketball player.

Sharwhin Sivaragu, who is
now 19 years old and stands
at 6 107, has represented
Penang and the national team.
His big moment came when he
was selected by the Malaysian
Basketball Association to at-
tend the prestigious NBA & FIBA
Asia Community outreach pro-

¢

gramme in Tokyo in 2019.

Veera credited state execu-
tive councillor Chong Eng for
introducing Sharwhin to a local
basketball club (Youngsters Bas-
ketball Club) to train with.

“Just like me, he has also
been invited to give motivational
talks. He has a powerful testi-
mony,” said Veera.

While Veera has his “Zero
to Hero” programme, his two
daughters — Priyanka, 24, and
Kowsalya, 21 — developed their
own student’s enrichment pro-
gramme, called the “Spark Stu-
dent Success Programme” to
motivate poor students in their
academics. They have uplifted
4,000 students.

It was a joy for the fam-
ily when Priyanka received the
UK’s Diana Award last year
for empowering students. She
was one of the three Malay-
sian recipients honoured.

Perhaps, the biggest benefi-
ciary of their programmes was
SJK (T) Jalan Sungai. In 2019,
two and half months before the
UPSR examination, the school
registered only 15% passes
for Maths and it looked like it
was going to be a disaster
year for them.

When the principal
approached Veera
for help, he got
his two daugh-
ters to chip
in. To
geth-
er

|

showing off his six
packs. He was place
1'st runner-up in the
1989,and 1991 Mr

Penang, lightweight

with a couple of volunteers, they
spent every weekend to coach
the pupils.

As it turned out, the school
achieved 89.5% passes in Math-
ematics and 100% passes in
Science in the UPSR exam - an
achievement to be proud of.

Priyanka is now waiting to
do her internship after complet-
ing her studies in chemical en-
gineering at Monash University
while Kowsalya is at Sunway Uni-
versity on a scholarship doing In-
dustrial Statistics Studies.

Veera and Rethinambal have
been running a vegetarian food
business together at The Gar-
den Banana Leaf in Jalan Free
School for the past four years.

Rethinambal, who is from In-
dia, graduated from the Univer-
sity of Madurai with a Masters in
Science and Zoology and from
Alagappa University with a Bach-
elor of Education.

Every day, they have a dif-
ferent menu for their set lunch,
thus assuring their customers
they do not recycle their food.
The set lunch is priced between
RM8 and RM10.

Veera not only has compas-
sion for needy students but
also cares for the destitute.
He goes out on his motorcycle
to distribute banana leaf lunch
packs to the elderly and infirm
who need help, irrespective of
race and religion.

“l have some regular spon-
sors and | share with them
progress reports and submit ac-
counts,” said Veera, who is an
active Facebook user.

Those interested to assist
can reach Vairavasundaram at
017-89112331 or email vaira-
van_23@yahoo.com.
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