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VER the past 20 months or
030, the Penang government

has been in a valiant battle
on two fronts - fighting the ravages
of Covid-19 as well as trying to re-
tain the state’s economic status.

Covid is showing no signs of fading
away just yet, so is the state govern-
ment in its fight against this unprec-
edented medical crisis.

Among its latest efforts is the
distribution of 40,000 free Covid-19
selftest kits in phases to the needy
from early September this year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who made the announcement during
his winding-up speech at the State
Legislative Assembly sitting recently,
said 500 kits each would be allocat-
ed to all the 40 state assemblymen
and 13 parliamentarians.

It is learnt that besides the assem-
blymen and parliamentarians, the
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selftest kits would also be distrib-
uted to the State Secretary’s office,
district offices and senators’ offices.

They were then assigned to distrib-
ute it to the needy, Covid-19 home-
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“As | have always said, it is very
important to strike a balance be-
tween health, economy and social
needs for the benefit of those living
in Penang,” he added.

quarantined patients and
other eligible households.

“The selftest Kkits, in
total, will cost the Pen-
ang government about
RM400,000,” he said. .

Chow’s announcement L
came after the federal gov-
ernment decided to put |
a RM19.90 ceiling price
for selftest kits in retail stores and
RM16 wholesale price from Sept 5.

Speaking on another matter, Chow
said the Penang government had so
far spent a total of RM180 million on
various efforts since the start of the
pandemic in March last year.

“The Penang government will con-
tinue to stay committed to its mis-
sion to ensure the people of Penang
are well-protected in terms of their
lives and livelihoods.

Chow also extended his

AT THE |deepest gratitude towards all

the frontliners from different

categories, namely medical,

—+ | economic, local councils and
& Mmany others.

“They have worked tireless-
ply for the past 20 months
, and are still doing so just to

make sure Penang doesn’t
give up in its fight against the deadly
virus,” he added.

Chow also hoped the state gov-
ernment would continue to work
closely with the state Health
Department in curbing further
spread of infections.

Meanwhile, Governor Tun Ahmad
Fuzi Abdul Razak, in his maiden
speech at the sitting, called for a
collective synergy among state rep-
resentatives.

fioht

Ahmad Fuzi was all praise for Pen-
ang’s achievements then and now
across multiple economic sectors,
although the Covid-19 pandemic has
uprooted most of our routines.

“It is important that all of you use
this ground wisely to discuss and exe-
cute ideas, which at the end of the day,
will benefit the state’s economic sta-
tus and the well-being of the people.

“Put aside the political differences
and bear in mind that for now, noth-
ing is bigger than doing our very best
to make lives better again for all, es-
pecially those who have been badly
affected due to the unprecedented
medical crisis.

“Although we are still in the pan-
demic circle, work has to go on.

“I truly hope that future develop-
ments in Penang that have been
planned and agreed on by both the
state and federal governments will
go on smoothly for the benefit of the
rakyat.
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Human capital development
for Muslim community

HE Penang government,
Tthrough Penang Is-

lamic Religious Council
(MAINPP), is always commit-
ted to taking care of human
capital development among
the Muslim community in the
state.

Deputy Chief Minister |
Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Ab-
dul Rahman (pix) said this
is proven with the RM6 mil-
lion allocation this year for
students from “asnaf” (tithe
recipients) families to pursue
their higher education locally
and abroad.

“As of Aug 31 this year,
a total of RM873,500 has
been disbursed to 1,031 re-
cipients.

“Successful recipients re-
ceived a one-off cash aid of
RM600 for those taking cer-
tificate level courses, RM800O
for diploma and RM1,000 for
bachelor’s degree.

“We also provide sponsor-
ship for those who pursue
their tertiary education (local-
ly and abroad) from diploma
until PhD level.

“The amount of sponsor-
ship is from RM2,500 to
RM20,000 for a recipient per
year depending on the level,

(KITAB) Penang.

“The financial assistance is
for college administration, de-
velopment and others.

courses and location
of higher learning in-
stitution.

“For those who want
to apply for both pro-
grammes, they can still [
do so through the
Pusat Zakat Negeri ‘
Pulau Pinang (ZPP) offi- /
cial website at https:// w w w .
zakatpenang.com/zpp/ and it
is open for the whole year and
is subject to terms and condi-
tions,” Ahmad Zakiyuddin (PH-
Pinang Tunggal) told the State
Legislative Assembly sitting dur-
ing his winding-up speech on
Sept 2.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin, who is in
charge of the Islamic Affairs,
Cooperatives and Community
Empowerment portfolio, add-
ed that the state government,
through MAINPP, has also al-
ready provided a total of RM4.5
million of financial assistance
this year to the International
Islamic College of Technology
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“KITAB Penang is
owned by MAINPP.
Thus, all of this shows
our commitment to
developing Muslim
human capital in the

state,” he added.

On a separate
‘matter Ahmad Zaki-
yuddin said the state gov-
ernment is also committed
to empowering cooperatives
in Penang.

“This is important to ensure
that cooperatives in the state
can make a positive contribu-
tion to Penang’s economy and
social development.

“As of December last year,
there were 754 cooperatives
with 152,172 members in
the state.

“And as a state that is
concerned about the devel-
opment of cooperatives, the
state government launched
the Penang2030 Coop Grant
on Feb 2 this year to stimu-

Call to not deduct salaries of
workers down with Cowd 19

EMPLOYERS have been
urged to show care for their
staff by not deducting em-
ployees' salaries even if they
are diagnosed with Covid-19.

State Entrepreneurial De-
velopment, Trade and Indus-
try Committee chairman Da-
tuk Abdul Halim Hussain (pix),
who made the call, advised
employers to not resort to
this as many employees are
now facing tough times during
this Covid-19 pandemic.

"It is important for them
(employers) to care for their
staff welfare during this chal-
lenging period.

"Those who are undergoing
quarantine due to Covid-19
should not have their salaries
slashed.

"The deduction will only
cause their staff not to re-

veal their actual condition
and circumstances," he said
during his winding-up speech
at the State Assembly sitting
recently.

Besides that, the state has
also been assisting the small

and medium enterprises
(SMEs) in Penang.
Abdul Halim said the

state, through Penang Halal
International (PHI), has been
cooperating with Shopee,
which is one of the e-com-
merce platforms.

"The state has allocated a
total of RM500,000 in a form
of discount vouchers, which is
given to those using Penang
E-Mall@ Shopee.

"Penang E-Mall has assist-
ed more than 15,000 chains
in promoting their business-
es," he said.

Abdul Halim, meanwhile,
pointed out a RM1,000 spe-
cial financial aid has been giv-
en to SMEs which are regis-
tered under SME Association
Malaysia (Samenta).

"Up to Aug 17 this year, a
total of 333 SMEs have re-
ceived the assistance," he
added.

late and help the coopera-
tive ecosystem to be more
competitive in facing this new
norm in view of the Covid-19
situation.

“Through the programme,
a total of RM300,000 has
been allocated to assist co-
operatives that are affected
by the Covid-19 situation to
allow them to sustain their
operations and also to be
more competitive.

“And as of August this year,
a total of 21 cooperatives
have benefited from the pro-
gramme with a total financing
of RM287,734,” he added.

Besides that, Ahmad Za-
Kiyuddin said currently there
are 373 MPKKs (Village Com-
munity Management Coun-
cils) that have been estab-

lished in Penang as of Aug 30
this year.

“On the island, for the
northeast district, we have
91 MPKKs with 1,305 mem-
bers whereas for southwest
district, there are 59 MPKKs
with 829 members.

“Meanwhile on the main-
land, there are 84 MPKKs
with 1,205 members in north
Seberang Perai, 83 MPKKs
with 1,192 members in cen-
tral Seberang Perai and 56
MPKKs with 808 members in
south Seberang Perai,” Ah-
mad Zakiyuddin said.

Development will boost
economy, deliver best services

* FROM PG 1

“Striking a balance is key.
As much as the developments
are meant to boost the state’s
economy, it is equally meant to
deliver the best services for the
people,” Ahmad Fuzi said at the
State Assembly Building in Light
Street on Aug 30.

He hoped the proposal to
have a new State Legislative As-
sembly building that was moot-
ed in 2015 and then again in
2019 would materialise.

The current building, which
was renovated recently, was
opened in 1959. At that time,
there were 24 assemblymen
but today, the state has 40 as-
semblymen.

Ahmad Fuzi also highlighted
several areas that rightfully
deserved appreciation, one
of which was the state govern-
ment’s prompt response to the
challenges posed by the pan-
demic by channelling funds to
vulnerable groups through the
Penang People’s Aid Package
(three phases).

“As of Aug 17, 2021, a total
of RM149.61 million has been
distributed to eligible recipients.

“This clearly shows that the

state government is very sen-
sitive and concerned about the
people’s welfare,” Ahmad Fuzi
added.

On another matter, Ahmad
Fuzi is confident that the state
government will continue its ef-
forts to reduce flood issues in
Penang through flood mitigation
projects that are currently ongo-
ing, ready to commence or in
the planning stages.

Commenting on the tour-
ism sector, Ahmad Fuzi said
while Penang is trying to move
to Phase Three of the National
Recovery Plan (NRP), it is impor-
tant for tourism players to stay
relevant by tapping into digitali-
sation during this period.

“We hope to move to Phase
Three soon to allow individu-
als to enjoy Penang as it is,
but of course with strict adher-
ence to the standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs),” he
added.

The assembly sitting ad-
journed after the Governor’s
speech and it took a break the
following day for the state to
celebrate the 64th Merdeka
Day anniversary on Aug 31.

It then resumed on Sept 1
and Sept 2 with lively debates.
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HE increased invest
Tments in Penang will lead

to more job opportunities
for the people, says Deputy
Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy (pix).

He said over 15,000 employ-
ment opportunities will be cre-
ated through the manufacturing
industry in Penang in the next
three to five years.

Ramasamy (PH-Perai) who
holds the portfolio of State Hu-
man Resources, Education, and
Science & Technology said this
during his winding-up speech at
the State Legjslative Assembly
sitting held recently.

“Based on the approved in-
vestments in the manufacturing
sector in Penang from January
2020 to March 2021, a total of

15,596 job opportunities will
be made available in Penang in
phases over the next three to
five years.

“The state government will
continue to work with other
agencies through InvestPenang
to promote and attract invest-
ments to Penang, let it be new
investors or additional invest-
ments from the existing inves-
tors.

“At the same time we will be

also assisting small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs) to
create more job opportunities
for Penangites,” Ramasamy
said.

Besides that, Rama-
samy said the Penang
Career Assistance and
Talent Centre (Penang
CAT Centre) has come
up with various initia-
tives to help Penan-«
gites who have lost |
their jobs due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“For instance, conducting a
series of webinars with the repre-
sentatives from industries such
as Micron, Clarivate, Keysight
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and Vitrox whereby job seekers
will be informed about new job
opportunities as well as given an
insight on career advancement,”
Ramasamy added.

He added that the La-
bour Force Survey (STB)
conducted by the Depart-
ment of Statistics Ma-
laysia (DOSM) reported
.a lower unemployment
ﬁ wrate in Penang in the

. second quarter of
2021 compared to the
same period in 2020.

“The unemployment rate
showed a downward trend in
the second quarter of this year
in comparison to the same pe-

Wi

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow presenting a folder containing a
speech text to Governor Tun Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak.

riod last year.

“In the second quarter of
2021, Penang recorded an
unemployment rate of 3.9%
whereas in the second quarter
of 2020, it was 4.3%,” he said.

According to Ramasamy, hu-
man capital development pro-
grammes conducted by the Pen-
ang Skills Development Centre
(PSDC) and Northern Corridor
Implementation Authority (NCIA)
in partnership with the private
sector helped to increase mar-
ketability.

He said it has helped to pro-
vide employment opportunities
to unemployed graduates, re-
trenched workers, school leavers
as well as those from rural areas.

“In 2020, a total of 775
students enrolled in the pro-
grammes offered by the Pen-
ang Skills Development Centre
(PSDC) which include Diploma
and Malaysian Skills Certifi-
cate, Diploma and Certificate
in Engineering, Industrial Skills
Enhancement Programme and
German Dual Vocational Train-
ing (GDVT).

“The recruitment rate of
the participants of these pro-
grammes and courses in the
labour market is 100%.

“Meanwhile, a total of 4,691
individuals joined the North-
ern Corridor Economic Region
(NCER) Talent Enhancement

"\ Increased investment leads
“ to more job opportunities

Programme (NTEP), empower-
NCER and JomKerja @ NCER
Programme implemented by the
Northern Corridor Implementa-
tion Authority (NCIA) last year.

“As | have always said, it is
important to give priority to the
involvement of rural folks in
programmes organised by the
State Human Resources com-
mittee so that more opportu-
nities can be offered to this
group,” Ramasamy added.

Touching on the state’s Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM) based
centres such as the Tech Dome
Penang and Penang Science
Cluster, Ramasamy said more
online workshops have been
organised to keep stirring stu-
dents’ interest in STEM.

“However, STEM subjects are
best learned through practical
learning.

“Thus, the science work-
shops which were conducted
before the implementation of
the Movement Control Order
(MCO) are still being carried out
by sending in the required ma-
terials to the students’ homes.

“Besides that, Tech Dome
Penang is also developing
new exhibition items by col-
laborating with several univer-
sities as a preparation for the
physical visits when it is per-
mitted,” he said.

THE Penang government has
spent a total of slightly over
RM32.4 million for some
234,000 eligible recipients un-
der the i-Sejahtera programme
this year.

The welfare programme was
initiated by the state govern-
ment in 2009 with the aim of
helping those from an under-
privileged background.

The i-Sejahtera programme
includes “Pelajar Emas”, Se-

234,000 people benefit from i-Sejahtera

nior Citizen, Single Mother,
“Ibu Emas”, “Anak Emas”, the
physically challenged, funeral
expenses and Equitable Eco-
nomic Agenda (AES).

State Welfare and Environ-
ment Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh (pix) said
disbursement of payments
through such programmes is a
testament that the Penang gov-
ernment cares for its people.

“The state government also
encourages recipients of the
i-Sejahtera programme to opt
for payment through electronic
fund transfer (EFT).

“This is mainly because the
EFT method is more convenient
for the money to be deposited
directly into the recipient's bank
account, without having him or
her to be physically present to

receive the cash payment.

“Out of the 233,881 recipi-
ents this year, 209,737 were
paid through EFT.

“Thus, we would like to ad-
vise that more recipients of the
programme opt for EFT payment
especially during this Covid-19
situation,” Phee (PH-Sungai
Puyu) said during his winding-up
speech at the State Assembly
Building sitting on Sept 2.

Phee said the state govern-
ment has also spent a total of
RM220,000 to upgrade the i-
Sejahtera system to facilitate
the registration and payment
process.

“The new system has been
put in use since Aug 1 this
year,” he added.

On a separate matter, Phee
announced that the Penang

government, through Mutiara
Food Bank initiative, has suc-
cessfully collected a whop-
ping 1,082,000kg or 1,082
tonnes of food (as of June
this year) benefiting 62,238
recipients in the state since
its inception in 2017.

He said the Mutiara Food
Bank was established with
the aim of distributing edible
food (from going to waste) to
the poor.

“At the moment, the food
distribution areas cover 11
parliamentary and 22 state
constituencies involving 75
MPKKs (Village Community
Management Councils).

“The food distribution from
this initiative also helps to alle-
viate the burden of those who
are greatly affected by the Co-

programme

vid-19 pandemic,” Phee said.

He added that since the
start of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic from March last year until
August 2021, the state gov-
ernment has spent RM1.54
million for the purchase of
30,800 food baskets for dis-
tribution to the needy.

“Besides that, every state
assemblyman and MP in Pen-
ang, including the opposition
members, was given a special
allocation of RM50,000 each
to give immediate assistance
to their constituents. The to-
tal cost of this allocation was
RM2.95 million.

“With this, we can at least
reduce their burden and also
reduce the number of people
who need to be helped in the
state,” he added.



NEW State Legislative
Aéssembly building has
een proposed to be
constructed on part of the 131
acres of reclaimed land at the
Gurney Drive foreshore.

State Housing, Local Gov-
ernment, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo (pix) said
the reclaimed land, which will
be handed in phases to the
Penang government, would be
ready for use next year.

The issue of a new State
Legislative Assembly building
was earlier raised by Governor
Tun Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak in
his maiden speech at the State
Legislative Assembly sitting in
Light Street on Aug 30.

It was mooted by his prede-
cessor Tun Abdul Rahman Ab-
bas in 2015 and then again
in 2019 as the current iconic
building, which was refurbished
recently, took in 40 state as-
semblymen — almost double
the number since it was built in
the 1820s.

“Since the reclamation has
been completed, we can con-
sider building the new State
Legislative Assembly build-
ing there,” Jagdeep (PH-Datuk

Keramat) said during his wind-
ing-up speech at the assembly
sitting on Sept 2.

He added although there
are several other reclamation
projects that the state can con-
sider for the building, it may
not necessarily commence as
soon as possible.

“We have 4,500
acres under the Pen-
ang South Reclamation
project, but if we were
to build it there, it will
take a longer period
than expected.

“Then there’s the *
proposed reclamation project
in Butterworth, which will take
up more years as well,” Jag-
deep added.

Meanwhile, Opposition
Leader Datuk Muhamad Yusoff
Mohd Noor (BN-Sungai Dua)
agreed that a new assembly
building be built.

“The proposal to build it on
part of the reclaimed land off the
Gurney Drive foreshore is nice
too,” he said when responding
to Jagdeep’s proposal.

In a related development,
Jagdeep said the state govern-
ment had previously held talks
with relevant parties to relocate

« |ASSEN

State mulls new assembly
building at Gurney Drive

hawkers at Gurney Drive and by
the roadside to Gurney Wharf
once it is completed.

“There are about 157 hawk-
ers at Gurney Drive, and most
of them as well as roadside
hawkers would be shifted to
Gurney Wharf.

“We will also have
mobile kiosks in Gur-
TE ney Wharf. Small stalls
selling nasi lemak or
SO can operate their
businesses here,” he

added.

7 As per the plan,
“Jagdeep said there
would also be an open car
park there to help ease the traf-
fic flow in that area.

On a separate matter, he
assured Penangites that the
state government would con-
tinue with its commitment to
achieve the target of delivering
220,000 units of various af-
fordable homes by 2030.

“The only sector of housing
that is moving without an over-
hang is affordable housing.

“That’s how Penang wanted
it to be and so it is. Developers
coming up with affordable hous-
ing is a benefit for themselves.

“This is because when you

Ly

compare houses sold at RM1
million and RM300,000, of
course the second option is
still breathable for the people.

“We have about eight years
or so to hit our target. | am
confident we can do this,” he
added.

So far, a total of 38,190 vari-
ous affordable housing units
have been built.

Jagdeep said the units in-
clude those of Type A (low-cost),

Type B (low-medium cost) and
Type C (below RM300,000).

“Another 19,640 units are
in various development stages,
while 61,286 units are in the
planning stages.

“This means that we have
managed to secure 119,116
affordable housing units for the
people of Penang,” he added.

More hotels coming to the
fore against Covid-19

THE worsening Cow-
id-19 situation in the
state has prompted
the interest and par-
ticipation of more
tourism players to
come in and sup-
port the ongoing
efforts by the state
government.

Royale Chulan
Penang, a hotel located at
the heart of George Town, of-
ficially started its operations
as a low-risk Covid-19 centre
(LRCC) on Sept 2.
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Economy committee
chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin said following
the approval given for
“® this hotel, three other
-'* hotels had put forth
1 their interest to par-
ticipate as well.

“The proposals have
been submitted to the
state Health Depart
ment and | understand they are
now under consideration.

“Out of the three, two are
keen to function as LRCCs
and the other as a Covid-19
quarantine centre.

“The state government is
aware of the seriousness in
terms of the daily new cases
hitting nothing less than four
digits for now.

“This has led to major con-
cerns surrounding the difficul-
ties faced by hospitals as their
capacities are being pushed
to the limits.

“It is good to see tourism
players coming into the pic-
ture and contributing, which
will be a huge boost for the
state government in its fight
against the pandemic,” Yeoh
(PH-Paya Terubong) said dur-
ing his winding-up speech at
the State Legislative Assem-
bly sitting on Sept 2.

Yeoh is confident the involve-
ment of hotels would make a
huge difference during this tough
pandemic era.

He added that his office had
planned for a discussion be-
tween the tourism players and
the state Health Department on
other efforts to contain the un-
precedented medical crisis.
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Help curb domestic
vmlence, state refs i

LL assemblymen have
Abeen urged to play a

role in curbing domes-
tic violence which is a seri-
ous social problem.

State executive council-
lor for Non-Islamic Religious
Affairs and Social Develop-
ment Chong Eng (pix) said
this when agreeing to a sug-
gestion by Lim Siew Khim
(PH-Sungai  Pinang)| n4
and Daniel Gooi (PH-
Pengkalan Kota) on
the need for both the
state government and
leaders from the op-
position to work to-
gether in resolvmg
the issue.

“All the state assembly-
men must be actively in-
volved to establish the ‘First
Support Points’ in their re-
spective constituencies.

“Recently, the Batu Lan-
cang assemblyman (Ong Ah

ass '

Teong) came to the rescue of
a victim of domestic violence
who was abused by the in-
dividual’s own father.

“l was informed
that he accompa-
nied the victim to
the police station
to lodge a report on the in-
cident as well as helped to
provide temporary shelter
1= | for the victim,” said
Chong Eng during her
winding up speech at
the State Legislative
| Assembly sitting on
Sept 2.

“The interven-

_ ;”tion of the state

“assemblymen plays
a very important role in com-
bating this social problem
as they are account-
able for protecting the
residents in their own
constituency.

“If more state as-

Penang allocates RM2m for PPV operating costs

THE Penang government has ap-
proved an allocation of RM2 mil-
lion to cover the operating costs
of Covid-19 vaccination centres
in the state.

State Agrotech and Food Se-
curity, Rural Development and
Health Committee chairman
Dr Norlela Ariffin (pix) told the
State Legislative Assembly sit-
ting recently that the amount
was to fund operating costs
that could not be covered un-
der the federal government’s
allocation.

“The federal government,
through the Science, Technol-
ogy and Innovation Ministry
(Mosti), approved an allocation
ceiling of RM25.1 million to the
Penang state government for
PPV operating expenses which
are channelled in phases.

“Of that amount, a total of
RM7.71 million was channelled
on April 16, 2021 for Phase 1
and the state government is ex-
pecting to receive an additional
allocation of RM7.8 million for
the second phase in the near
future.

“However, if the ceiling set
is not sufficient to cover the
PPV expenditure, then an ad-

ditional allocation will also be
considered.

“Therefore, to ensure the
smooth operation of PPVs, the
state government has also ap-
proved an allocation of RM2
million to help cover the costs,”
Norlela said on Sept 1.

She added that through
negotiations with Putrajaya
by the state Health Depart-
ment and state government,
Penang was assured of over
one million vaccine doses
last month (September).

Of the 1,015,500 vaccine
doses promised, the break-
down was 760,500 Pfizer dos-
es, 200,000 Sinovac doses,
40,000 AstraZeneca doses
and 15,000 CanSino doses.

On agriculture, Norlela said a

“Farmer to Farmer” programme
was started with the involve-
ment of 10 communities from
all over the state.

“The programme is coordi-
nated by the state Agriculture
Department and its objective is
to create community gardens
that grow chillies or other cash
crops with the involvement of
selected MPKK (Village Com-
munity Management Council)
members.

“A sum of RM320,000 has
been allocated for the imple-
mentation of the programme
this year and we have plans
to expand the programme next
year,” she said.

Norlela added that the state
Fisheries Department has re-
ceived a total of RM2.4 million
as development allocation for
various programmes and proj-
ects this year.

To ensure food security for
aquaculture projects are main-
tained, she said the Fisheries
Department emphasises the
importance for biosecurity and
assists farms that comply with
myGAP specifications through
an allocation of RM218,000
this year.

sembly- men can take
the responsibility in the im-
plementation of this policy,
then | believe our society
will become more concerned
and strive to confront do-
mestic violence,” she add-
ed.

Chong Eng also added
that more awareness cam-
paigns should be organised
to create awareness that
domestic violence is against
the law and totally immoral.

According to Chong Eng
(PH-Padang Lalang), data
given by the police showed
an increase of 58 % of do-
mestic violence cases this
year.

She said a total of 304
cases involving domestic
violence were reported be-
tween January 2021 and
July 2021 compared to 192
recorded for the same pe-
riod last year.

“In 2020, the state gov-
ernment launched the ‘First
Support Point” programme
under the Safe Family Policy
to provide immediate assis-
tance to domestic violence
victims.

“It was initiated to curb
the rise in such cases since

the implementation of
the first movement control
order (MCO 1.0).

“Up to now, staff from 29
service centres of the state
assemblymen and 12 non-
governmental organisations
(NGOs) are recognised as the
First Support Point officers.

“From March 2021 to Ju-
ly 2021, the ‘First Support
Point’ programme handled a
total of 81 cases of domes-
tic violence,’”’ she said.

Besides that, Chong
Eng said the state
government, through
Penang Women De-
velopment  Corporation
(PWDC), has come up with
many programmes to help
enhance the livelihood of
womenfolk, especially sin-
gle mothers.

“The ‘Projek #Sokong BIZ
Ibu Tunggal’ was launched by
PWDC partnering the Wom-
en and Family Development
Committee (JPWK) to help
single mothers generate in-
come through small and me-
dium scale businesses.

“To date, the project
has attracted 100 single
mothers, and | am confi-
dent that this project will
bring in new opportunities
to earn and strengthen the
family economically,”” said
Chong Eng.

Touching on the estab-
lishment of the Penang Har-
mony Corporation or Har-
monico, Chong Eng said it
would be a solid platform
to foster, strengthen and
preserve unity among the
people through the concept
of "Unity in Diversity".

“Harmonico’s vision is to
promote universal values
and spiritual understanding
among different religions
which would serve as a
foundation for an inclusive
and harmonious society,”’
she said.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

~5)

T

No Tel/ No Faks

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

No Tel/ No Faks

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismaill

(T) 04 - 866 0214

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

N.0O1 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.02 BERTAM {T) 013 - 430 6400

P) 04-576 7606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

YB Zulkifli lorahim (T)
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkkifly Md. Lazim (T)

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04- 3310163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa

gidayusofrawa@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 338 2668

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

M

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rosli Hasan

(T) 010 - 468 5990

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman
haijifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

m 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal

mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 -594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
lim nen nang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

m 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

JPJ

04-656 4131
04-398 8809

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

@ Make Covid-19 Immunisation Programme a Success

. ——
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2021
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390 Kewarganegaraan
04 -507 5390
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 4557731
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai ) . 011 - 1244 7167
. Ut Pejabat Bahagian
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923 ara K -
ewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
] . Tingkat 3, KOMTAR
4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -572 0272
David Marshel a/I 019 - 412 3397 Tengah
Pakianathan 04 - 399 6689 £ 04 - 650 5556
5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
Fahmi Zainol 018 - 232 2502 Selatan
Galaimani o/l 012 - 534 1384 .
Subramnian Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Harryzan Yaakub 019 - 456 8484 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2021 B e .
1
1
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 Nama Telefon I EDI TO RIAL
1
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 !
) I Editors :
Ao Kl 014-9058113 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012-248 5016 ! Christopher Tan (English)
rupanantha : Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 : G. Revatic (Tamil)
Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013-770 1001 ]
Nasir 013 - 503 3349 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Writers :
1 M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee,
; Dr. Shahul Hameed Syed 013 - 431 9384 ] Muhamad Riadz Akmal and Kevin Vimal (English)
Muhamad Suzuki 0111-1119 4419 ! . .
Ahmad Mohamed ! Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin,
) ! Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese)
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 ! J. Patmavathy (Tamil)
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 !
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114 |
Mohamed Noor 1 Photographers:
) ] Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian,
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017-979 0933 Hari Krishnan a/I Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571 : Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud,
1 Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis, Chan Kok Kuan,
Harvindar Singh a/I Darshan 012 - 428 2250 ] Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi
Noor Azuawati Ahmad 018 - 965 4559 Singh ! and Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar
1
Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276 ] Graphic Designers :
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 Lee Chee How 012 - 470 3389 : |dzham Ahmad
Mohamed Noor :
Lee Kim Noor 04 - 229 8382 |
. i Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:
Ong Jing Cheng 012-758 3779 Lee Wei S 012 - 452 8305 I
016 - 445 5709 s e . ] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA,
: ; Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang
Muhamad Khairul Mohd Alli 012 - 542 0520 ]
Ooi Boon Sheng 016 - 447 8320 | Telefsm .047650 5.468 ; Fax : 04-26! 5923
Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3349 i Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
Abdullah !
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196 Nor Afni Md. Yusuff 019 - 547 8460
Quah Boon Lim 017 - 462 2431
Tan Bee Hong 019 - 458 8321
Rodziah Abul Khassim 019 -319 4840 JC’-’ e
Tan Chee Teong 012 - 401 7718 Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 510 0075
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499 www. buletinmutiara.com
Tan Choo Eng 019 - 448 4344 Tan Hooi Pen 012 - 498 6212 . .
04323 2679 ¢ buletinmutiara | ChowKonYeow
Tan Seng Keat 012-438 6191 h k
) =i CnowKonyeow
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749 Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453
wkonyeow
Theng Jie Wey 016 -4187108 @Chﬂ y
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121




‘Time to expand
Penang airport’

ith the tourism sec-
tor at an almost
standstill, now is the

best time to work on the much-
needed expansion of Penang
International Airport (PIA).

State Transport and Infra-
structure Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari (PH-Tanjung
Bungah) said in his winding-up
speech at the recent State Leg-
islative Assembly sitting that the
airport expansion project is long
overdue.

He had earlier, in a press
statement, described PIA as
a “golden goose” for Malay-
sia Airports Holdings Berhad
(MAHB) as it was one of the
fastest growing and most prof-
itable airports in the country
in pre-Covid times.

“It is safe to assume that
passenger growth will pick up
again the moment the pandem-
ic is brought under control and
borders are reopened.

“With vaccination rates in-
creasing and economic sec-
tors gradually opening up, it will
not be long before the airport

achieves its previous levels of
passenger numbers.

“Therefore, would it not be
prudent to begin the expansion
now when the airport is virtually
empty in preparation for the fu-
ture?” said Zairil, with his ques-
tion directed to Transport Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Dr Wee Ka Siong.

Zairil told the assembly that
in 2019 the passenger growth
exploded to 8.3 million, sur-
passing its capacity of 6.5 mil-
lion.

He added that the Transport

Ministry, during the
Pakatan Harapan ad-

ministration, had ap- i,

s =

proved the proposal to
expand PIA to accom-
modate a minimum

of 12 million pas-
sengers per annum. *

Unfortunately, he said, the
pandemic coincided with the
change of federal government
in early 2020, resulting in the
airport expansion project be-
ing put on hold.

The reason given by the fed-
eral government is that all air-
port projects in Malaysia would
be delayed in their entirety un-
til the National Airports Strate-
gic Plan (NASP) is finalised.

Zairil said the federal govern-
ment needs to clarify whether
the proposed Kulim Interna-
tional Airport (KXP), which is
spearheaded by the Kedah
government, has been ap-
proved even though the NASP
study is not yet complete.

“The Penang state govern-
ment is of the view that the
proposed construction of
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KXP needs a detailed study,”
Zairil said.

Furthermore, he said the
Department of lIrrigation and
Drainage (DID) reported there
was a river in the middle of the
proposed KXP site and diver-
sion of the river is not encour-
aged.

It was also revealed
that the KXP project
would be located near
Sungai Muda and may
contaminate the river,
y- which is an important

“source of water sup-
*ply to both Penang and
Kedah.

Besides these risks, Zairil
said the federal government
should also explain the status
of the KXP project and the im-
pact it would have on the ex-
pansion of PIA in terms of both
passenger arrivals and cargo.

Talking about water, Zairil
said the Penang government
has proposed to Putrajaya to
establish an independent au-
thority, called Ulu Muda Basin
Authority, for maintaining and
managing water resources
from Ulu Muda.

He said Ulu Muda must be
managed sustainably so that
the water resources are not
polluted while providing water
for 4.2 million people in Perlis,
Kedah and Penang.

As it is a major water catch-

ment area in the Northern Cor-
ridor Economic Region (NCER),
Zairil said all logging activities
in Ulu Muda should be banned.

He said the Penang govern-
ment has also requested the
federal government to be the
major contributor to the Ulu
Muda Basin Plan through an-
nual allocation from the annu-
al tax revenue it obtains from
Perlis, Kedah and Penang.

On telecommunication infra-
structure development, Zairil
said he agreed with Opposi-
tion Leader Datuk Muhamad
Yusoff Mohd Noor (BN-Sungai
Dua) and Nor Hafizah Othman
(BN-Permatang Berangan) on
the need to expedite works to
upgrade broadband access,
especially to help students
who are attending Home
Teaching and Learning (PdPR)
sessions and e-commerce
merchants to carry out their
respective businesses.

He said so far, the con-
nectivity network in Penang
has shown an encouraging
improvement in performance
from 2020 to 2021.

During this period, a total of
79 new telecommunications
structures have been erected
and a total of 1,384 telecom-
munication structures have
been upgraded to improve the
quality of mobile communica-
tion networks in the state.

Nurturing youth development via 40 youth centres

THE state government, through
Penang Youth Development
Corporation (PYDC), aims to
establish 40 youth centres to
boost the development of the
youth community.

State Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee (pix) said in line with the
social development concept
under “Youth For Future” initia-
tive, each youth centre would
be formed in the state's 40
constituencies.

He said these centres would
be a platform for the young
people to excel in the field of
arts, skills, careers and so on,
and expose them to various
sets of learning skills.

A few youth centres had al-
ready been established and
more are in the planning stage.

"The Penaga Youth Centre in
Guar Kepah was the first to be
launched on April 11 this year,
while Bertam Youth Centre and
Balik Pulau Youth Centre start-
ed their operations last month.

"The centres that are going
to operate soon are in Penanti,
Batu Kawan, Sungai Pinang,
Bagan Jermal and Seberang
Jaya, while Seri Delima and
Machang Bubuk youth centres
are currently under discus-
sion stage," he said during his
winding-up speech at the State
Legislative Assembly sitting on
Sept 2.

Soon also announced the
establishment of “Best! Anak

Penang Penang's Young
Talent Excellence Incentive
Scheme” which was approved
by the state executive commit-
tee on July 30.

"This incentive scheme is
to show appreciation to youths
aged between 15 and 30 who
have brought glory to Penang
in academic or co-curricular
activities.

"The application for this in-
centive scheme will open next
year. A detailed announcement
will be made soon," he said.

Soon also said his office,
in collaboration with Penang
Institute, conducted an online
survey on “Penang Sports In-
dex” from Jan 4 to April 15
to understand the people’s
needs and liking for sports
and facilities.

A total of 1,530 respon-
dents took part in the survey.

From the survey, jogging is
their most favourite activity
(56%), followed by badminton
(34%), hiking and jungle trek-

king (32%), cycling (31%), gym
(19%) and aerobic or zumba
dance (16%).

Besides that, the most
wanted sports facility is jog-
ging tracks by 53% of the re-
spondents, followed by gym
(35%), exercise equipment for
senior citizens (33%), recre-
ational parks (27%), swimming
pool (26%) and badminton
court (25%).

Soon (PH-Bagan Jermal)
also thanked Seri Delima
assemblyman Syerleena Ab-
dul Rashid for looking into
issues of unemployment
among youths.

"We are committed to as-
sisting the youths, who have
been affected and we are al-
ways preparing alternative
choices for them.

"Guided by the principle of
the Public-Private Partnership
(PPP), the state will generate
economic opportunities for
youths," he added

In addition, Soon said a

total of 80 athletes have
benefited from the Penang
Athlete Career Education
(PACE) programme.

"Since the programme
started last year, it has
helped many athletes in
their career, education, wel-
fare and sports future.

"It has given them confi-
dence as well," he said.

In another development,
history was created in the
State Legislative Assembly
sitting when Penang became
the seventh state in the coun-
try to enable its youths aged
18 and above to become
election candidates.

The motion, which was pro-
posed by Soon to lower a can-
didate’s age from 21 to 18,
was unanimously approved by
all the 40 state assemblymen.

The other states which have
earlier agreed to lower the age
cap to 18 were Sabah, Perlis,
Terengganu, Sarawak, Kelan-
tan and Perak.
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OR almost 50 years, the
F Mount Miriam Cancer Hos-
pital has never slowed
down its service for the people.

According to the hospital’s
chief executive officer Joan Lim
(pix), this is part of the mission
to sustain the legacy left behind
by the nuns that once were
trained specialists in delivering
cancer-related services in the
hospital.

“We want to continue the
legacy left behind by our nuns
because this hospital was built
with the funds collected from
the people.

“The nuns back then
worked without salaries and
the only intention they had
was to provide the best ser-
vice for the affected ones.

“When we have a hospital
that was built from what the
community had contributed, it
is only right we stay true to the
mission of providing the best for
our cancer patients,” Lim told
Buletin Mutiara during an exclu-
sive interview recently.

Being a hospital dedicated

Mount Miriam contmues
nuns’ legacy

for cancer patients, Lim said
Mount Miriam, which was estab-
lished in 1976, was not spared
the challenges, struggles and
difficulties to stay afloat during
this Covid-19 era.

“When Covid-19 first grabbed
the headlines in Malaysia in
early 2020, we were already
monitoring the situation and
had increasing concerns as our
patients generally belong to the
high-risk group.

“We had to take extra precau-
tions to make sure our patients
were better protected from the
virus,” she said.

With Penang as a famous
medical tourism hub in South-
east Asia, Lim said things only
got from bad to worse because
foreign patients were no longer
allowed to receive treatment at
the hospital.

“We provide service for all re-

gardless of nationality, religion
and race, but Covid had other
ideas and we are severely af-
fected.

“In 2020, we suffered losses
of RM6 million. This is equiva-
lent to 10 years’ of combined
losses compressed into one
year and we are hard hit.

“No matter how unsustain-
able, we tightened our belts to
keep the ship afloat because
SO many cancer patients are de-
pendant on us.

“Yes, we had pay cuts and
restructuring of contracts within
the organisation. We had to do
these things just so that we
can outlast the pandemic,” she
added.

Although monetary donations
have slowed down, Lim said the
hospital never once stopped its
disbursement from the Needy
Cancer Patient Fund to aid those

in need of financial aid.

“Although there is a tremen-
dous 70% drop in terms of do-
nations received, we still con-
tinue to assist eligible cancer
patients.

“In 2019, we disbursed
RM2.2 million to help 339 pa-
tients; and in 2020, it was
RM1,666,301 to assist 435

patients.
“This year, as of June, we
have provided assistance

amounting to RM721,393 to
help 245 patients,” she added.

While the hospital has been
receiving donations such as
face masks, hand sanitisers
and other medical-related and
safety equipment, Lim hopes
people would come forward
with monetary donations.

“We have several radiothera-
py machines that need special-
ised maintenance and it is not

cheap to do so.

“| appeal to the state govern-
ment to assist us during this dif-
ficult period.

“Even back then, the radia-
tion machines were the most
high-tech available at the time
and we need to make sure prop-
er and regular maintenance is
given to meet the patients’ med-
ical conditions,” she added.

Lastly, she has vowed that
the hospital will continue with
its mission of providing financial
assistance for those in the vul-
nerable group undergoing can-
cer treatment at the hospital.
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our call centres have
Fbeen established by the
state government.

They are the Covid-19 Assess-
ment Centre or CAC Call Centre,
Covid-19 Penang Integrated Con-
trol Centre or Penang Covid-19

Khairy praises Covid-19
call centre move

Unified Command Centre (PUCC)
and PgCare Coalition Careline or
PgCare Alliance.

The latest is the Penang Co-
vid-19 Call Centre which began
operations on Sept 15.

“At the same time, | also
would like to announce that
the setting up of a field hos-

critical patients because many
surgery rooms here have been
converted into Covid-19 wards.

“l was also informed that the
private hospitals, including their
surgeons, refuse to conduct the
surgery because of the high risk.

“But, the surgeons at the
Penang Hospital are willing

(From left) Phee, Khairy anci Chow visiting
the Penang Hospital on Sept 11.

pital at the Penang Hospital's
compound to accommo-
date Covid-19 patients is
expected to be complet-
ed within a week.
“It will be equipped with
more than 100 beds. afoot to extend to 24 hours soon
“A team from the Health . 04-2618000
Ministry (MoH) and Malaysian poCare Allance Gareline Operates dallyfrom 10am
Armed Forces (ATM) has visited to 5pm Alliance 04%6427777
the site and we will do our best

X Covid-19 Assessment Centreor | Operates daily from 8am to10pm
to complete it as soon as
possible within the stipu-

NUMBERS TO CALL IF YOU NEED HELP ON COVID-19
CALL CENTRE OPERATING HOURS

Penang Covid-19 Call Centre For now, the call centre operates
daily from 8am to 5pm Plans

Among the strategies are in-
creasing the number of low-risk
Covid-19 centres (LRRCs) and
encouraging the private sector
such as factories and hotels to
set up LRRCs at their premises.

On a related matter, state
executive councillor for Non-Is-

he added.

It is understood that the
last documented case of po-
lio was in 1992.

Among those present dur-
ing the visit were State Wel-

fare and Environment Commit-

PgCare Alliance Careline

CACCall Centre 04-3827143/04-3827142
lated time,” Khairy said. '

Cbr\}ird-’iérlr’rerriang Integrated Control Operates 24 hours daily

Chow said the Pen-
ang government is always
working closely with MoH to ‘
handle the Covid-19 situation
in the state.

Separately, Khairy said MoH
would discuss with private hos-
pitals in Penang to request
them to rent their operation the-
atres to Penang Hospital.

“I have been told by Penang
Hospital management that it
has very limited capacity to
conduct urgent surgery for

Centre or Penang Covid-19 Unified 999

Command Centre (POCC) Hotline «

to conduct such surgeries at
the private hospitals’ opera-
tion theatres.

“MoH will hold a discussion
with them to solve the issue as
quickly as possible,” he added.

On a separate matter,
Khairy also announced that

polio disease in Malaysia
has officially ended.

“The World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) informed MoH on

tee chairman Phee Boon Poh,
Bukit Mertajam MP Steven Sim,
State Secretary Datuk Seri Ab-
dul Razak Jaafar, Penang Health
Department director Dr Ma’arof
Sudin and Penang Hospital di-
rector Datuk Dr Teo Gim Sian.

Khairy also announced that
the federal government is ready
to kick-start several key strate-
gies to address the worsening
Covid-19 situation in Penang,
following the recent spike in
daily new cases.

lamic Religious Affairs and So-
cial Development Chong Eng
said having awareness and
proper knowledge of where to
turn to after finding out that
the individual is positive for
Covid-19 is crucial in curbing
the pandemic.

“The Penang Lawan Co-
vid-19 facebook page was
initiated by the state gov-
ernment to disseminate in-
formation pertaining to the
pandemic," she said.

THE RCSI & UCD Malaysia
Campus (RUMC), formerly
known as Penang Medical Col-
lege, is collaborating with the
Penang Youth Development
Corporation (PYDC), D’Home
Mental Health Association and
Pertubuhan Wanita Mutiara
Pulau Pinang (PWMPP) to or-
ganise various mental health
related programmes for youth
throughout next
month.

The programme,
titled “Mental Health
Month 2021 - ‘Eu-
noia- Well Mind”,
will be held in con-
junction with World

Mental Health Day
on Oct 10.
PWMPP presi-

dent Tan Lean Kee

(pix), who is also the wife of

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
hopes the programme would

Mental health programme for

greatly benefit the youth in
Penang and educate them on
the importance of mental well-
being.

“l believe this programme
will encourage young people
to strive to attain a ‘well mind’
which is in line with the theme
of the programme
itself.

“And | hope they
will learn to reach
out for help and sup-
port when it is nec-
essary as well as
emerge as a more
resilient and mental-
ly healthy person,”
Tan said during the
virtual launch of the
programme on Sept 14.

Tan added the prolonged
pandemic has taken a toll on

many individuals ranging from
youth to the elderly and particu-
larly the healthcare frontliners
as well as families from the low
and middle-income groups.
“Awareness and acceptance
of individuals suffering from
mental health issues is still not
widely accepted here in Malay-
sia and other Asian countries.
“Even getting access to
the mental health services re-
mains a challenge and unequal
especially for the low and mid-
dle-income communities.
“Besides urging govern-
ments to invest more in men-
tal health services, educating
and equipping the population
while they are even as young
as in primary school would be
a more proactive measure to
mitigate the negative effects of

mental health disorders.

“If we do not rectify the men-
tal health issues among our
community then in the long
run it will affect the country’s
economic and social develop-
ment,”’ she said.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
said the “Mental Health Month
2021 - ‘Eunoia’- Well Mind” is
similar to the ‘Penang Youth
Resilience Superstars’  pro-
gramme initiated by the state
government to tackle issues
concerning mental health.

“The state government has
taken the lead to kick start the
‘Penang Youth Resilience Su-
perstars’ programme by part-
nering with PWMPP recently.

“The ‘Penang Youth Resil-
ience Superstars’ is a resil-

youth

ience-building programme that
develops self-esteem and self-
awareness, pro-social behav-
iours and skill sets.

“And now we are launching
the ‘Mental Health Month’ pro-
gramme to complement our ef-
forts in creating awareness of
the importance of mental well-
being,” Soon added.

Meanwhile, PYDC general
manager Dr Gwee Sai Ling said
the programme is inclusive,
therefore will help to break the
taboo that people have on men-
tal health issues.

RUMC student associa-
tion president Sheena Si-
va Subramaniam said the
one-month long programme
which caters to youth be-
tween 15 years and 35 years
old would be held virtually.
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