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lion boost for the Penang

Covid-19 Fund recently fol-
lowing an appeal by the Pen-
ang government for assis-
tance to help equip the state
Health Department in the
fight against the coronavirus.

Dufu Technology Corp
Bhd stepped forward to do-
nate RM500,000 while its
Group executive chairman,
Lee Hui Ta, who is also
known as Li Hui Ta, donated
RM500,000 in his own ca-
pacity to the fund.

Chief Minister  Chow
Kon Yeow received a mock
cheque from Lee himself and
another mock cheque from
Dufu Technology Group chief
executive officer Yeoh Beng
Hooi in Komtar on Aug 23.

Also present at the cheque
handover ceremony was Du-
fu Group chief financial offi-
cer David Khoo Chong Beng.

“In response to the state
government’s appeal for
assistance to the state
Health Department, either
through contributions in kind
or cash, we have received
some response so that Co-
vid-19 patients admitted to
the hospital and other fa-
cilities can receive adequate
healthcare.

“On behalf of the Penang
state government, | would

IT was a welcome RM1 mil-

like to record my deepest
appreciation to Dufu Tech-
nology and Mr Lee for their
kind contribution.

“This money will be chan-
nelled to the state Health
Department by equipping
them to increase their ca-
pacity as required.

“Since the Covid-19 pan-
demic began in March last
year, we’re indeed thank-
ful to the many corporate
citizens in Penang, NGOs,
private sector organisations
and community-based organ-
isations for responding and
collaborating with the state
government and the state

A RM1m gift of |

e

I"hope your good
deed will encourage
other corporate
citizens to contribute
to the Penang
Covid-19 Fund

— Chow

Health Department as we
face this challenge togeth-
er,” Chow said in his speech
at the ceremony.

He added that through
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Chow receiving the mock c?leques for RM500,000 each from Yeoh (left) and Lee (right).

the collaborative effort,
assistance has been
granted to those who
have been impacted by
Covid-19 through various
initiatives.

Chow said the latest
initiative was turning the
Caring Society Complex
into a Covid-19 quaran-
tine and treatment centre
which required some fa-
cilities to be put in place.

“I'm happy to announce

that the centre has already
been opened.

“Once again, thank you
very much for this kind con-
tribution and | hope your
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good deed will encourage
other corporate citizens to
contribute to the Penang Co-
vid-19 Fund,” Chow added.

Lee said the contribu-
tion by Dufu, a public-listed
company which specialises
in manufacturing precision
machining parts and compo-
nents, was part of its corpo-
rate social responsibility.

“We’re responding to the
call for assistance by the
Chief Minister. As you know,
the number of Covid-19 cas-
es in Penang recently has
been very high.

“Actually, if you look at the
medical supply and health-
care system, it is very im-
portant to be equipped to be
effective in the fight against
Covid-19,” Lee said.

Yeoh said Dufu wanted to
give back something to the
community.

The company currently has
a plant each in Bayan Lepas,
Seberang Perai and China.

“We hope that with this
contribution, we will be able
to give some relief to the
local healthcare system so
that we can save more lives.

“We also appreciate that
the vaccination rate in the
state is quite good. Hope-
fully, everything will get bet-
ter and get well soon. Then,
everybody will be able to get
back to business and the
children able to get back to
school,” Yeoh said.




Committed to keeping George
lown’s Unesco status:
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HE Penang government
T has reiterated its stand
and commitment to main-
taining George Town'’s status as
a Unesco World Heritage site.
“We assure the people of
Penang that the state would
continue with its efforts to safe-
guard George Town as a Unesco
World Heritage Site,” said state
executive councillor Jagdeep
Singh Deo, who helms the Local
Government, Housing and Town
and Country Planning portfolios.
This, he said, would be
done when the state govern-
ment, through its PLAN Malay-
sia department, works closely
with other agencies to further
improve the planning for new
and iconic buildings in Penang.
“The state government had
previously worked hand-in-hand

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) plans to make the Teluk
Kumbar town into a low-carbon
city, says its mayor Datuk Yew
Tung Seang.

“Teluk Kumbar is
a nice place. Many
always come here to
enjoy its ambience
and nice food, like
mee udang.

“We plan to make
this place a low-car-
bon city, workable
and cycling-friendly,”
Yew (pix), an ardent
cyclist himself, said
during his speech at
the official opening of the Teluk
Kumbar Heights Market and
Food Complex on Aug 21.

“We’ll  incorporate  the
green concept into this com-
plex. We’'ve always been here
with the community to see
to their needs. Hence, we're
happy here today to make this
a decentralised and sustain-
able market.

“Decentralised and sus-
tainable market is the way to
go. We'll look into things with
a ‘less is more’ approach to
bring benefits to the surround-
ing areas.”

He said the Teluk Kumbar

with various agencies to make
George Town a preferred desti-
nation and an iconic location in
the state.

“For example, we are even
here today, standing in front of
an iconic building (City Hall, Es-
planade), which is surrounded
by many amenities and facilities
that have been upgraded and
are still being upgraded.

“These are all done for the
people,” Jagdeep said during the
press conference in conjunction
with the 100th anniversary of
the World Town Planning Day at
City Hall, Esplanade on Aug 17.

Jagdeep added that, so far,
the state government had al-
ready gazetted the Penang
Structure Plan 2030 and other
Special Area Plans (SAPs) for
Penang Botanic Gardens and
Penang Hill.

Meanwhile, state-level
PLAN Malaysia deputy direc-
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tor | Mohd Bashir Sulaiman
thanked Jagdeep and other
individuals and agencies for
supporting the initiatives tak-
en up by his department.
“Moving forward in the next
100 years, we hope to plan and
shape Penang with buildings

Planning for Teluk Kumbar
to be low-carbon city

Heights Market
and Food Com-
plex, costing
RM1.8 million,
has eight mar
ket stalls and 16
hawker stalls.

It is expect-
ed to open at
the end of this
month as MBPP
is now in the
process of inter-
viewing applicants.

Yew said the nearby markets
include the Fishermen’s Mar-
ket in Sungai Batu, a private
market and a morning market
in Taman Sahabat.

Also present were state Lo-
cal Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Commit-
tee chairman Jagdeep Singh
Deo, Bayan Lepas assembly-
man Azrul Mahathir Aziz, MBPP
secretary Datuk Adnnan Mohd
Razali, and MBPP councillors
Harvindar Singh and Nicholas
Theng Jie Wey.

Jagdeep commended Yew
for his initiative to make the

place ecofriendly, which is in
line with the Penang2030 vi-
sion for a “Family-Focused
Green and Smart State that
Inspires the Nation”.

“I fully agree with the may-
or's suggestion to make this
complex a green building. |
also notice that it has already
adopted the rainwater harvest-
ing technology.

“This is an important project
that has been successfully de-
veloped. There are four flats in
this vicinity with several thou-
sand people living here.

“I am happy that the mar-
ket complex is easily ac-
cessible and is for the con-
venience of the residents
here,” Jagdeep said.

Azrul said he was thankful to
Jagdeep and MBPP for estab-
lishing a new market complex
for the Teluk Kumbar residents.

“There are many newcom-
ers now staying in Teluk Kum-
bar and | am happy that this
new market will provide them
the necessary service,” Az
rul said.
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and developments that will fur-
ther define its authenticity.

“With the support of the state
government, we will definitely be
able to do this,” he said.

Among those present were

Penang Island City Council may-

or Datuk Yew Tung Seang and

Penang State Secretariat office
head of local government divi-
sion Nur Aishah Md Norodin.

George Town attained its
Unesco status on July 7, 2008,
a date that will remain as one
of the most memorable days in
Penang'’s history.
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Soon (left) and Ng (right) explaining the upgrading project at

the press conference.

Drainage upgrading project in
Butterworth to ease flood woes

THE Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) has allocated
RM150,000 to upgrade the
drainage system at Taman
Dahlia in Butterworth as part of
its moves to solve flood woes
in the housing area.

MBSP councillor Ng Yee
Siang said the drainage upgrad-
ing works started on Aug 18
and are expected to be com-
pleted at the end of October.

“The drainage upgrading
project involves Lorong Dahl-
ia 5 and Jalan Dahlia since
these two roads are at flood-
prone areas.

“The project is timely con-
sidering Penang is currently
experiencing frequent heavy
rainfall these days.

“And hopefully when this
project is completed soon, it
can minimise the risk of flood-
ing in the housing area,” said
Ng during his visit together with
Bagan Jermal assemblyman
Soon Lip Chee to the site on
Aug 23.

Soon, who is also the state
Youth and Sports Committee
chairman, also advised the res-
idents at Taman Dahlia not to
throw rubbish into the drains.

“One of the causes of flash
floods is the dumping of gar-
bage into drains.

“Therefore, | appeal to the
residents here not to throw rub-
bish into drains and together
with MBSP, maintain the clean-
liness of our neighbourhood.



PgCare Alliance

to accelerate
help to needy
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ITH Covid-19
still creat-
ing  havoc,

18 non-governmental
organisations (NGOs),
associations and in-
dustry players have
joined hands to pro-
vide faster help to the
people during this difficult period.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, as the adviser to the al-
liance called PgCare Alliance,
said the state government
was happy to collaborate with
it to provide faster aid to the
needy in Penang.

“The Covid-19 pandemic
has been ongoing for almost
two years and many NGOs
have stepped forward to work
with the Penang government
to help those in need.

“We are still facing various
challenges caused by the pan-
demic although the state has
entered the second phase of
the National Recovery Plan.
The pandemic has also im-
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pacted the mental health of
individuals in Penang.

“Some people may be fac-
ing loss of jobs, fi-
nancial constraints
or even stress from
families during this
pandemic.

“Befrienders Pen-

over 6,200 calls
during the pandemic
period, while D’Home Mental
Health Association has also
received an increased number
of calls for help from the pub-
lic,” Chow said in his speech
before launching the alliance
in Komtar on Aug 11.

Chow said the collaboration
between the Penang govern-
ment and PgCare Alliance is
in line with the Penang2030
vision of “A Family-Focused
Green and Smart State that
Inspires the Nation”.

“PgCare Alliance has four
main core areas — mental
health, job, food and shelter,
and financial.

“Datuk Seri Leslie Lee has
been appointed to lead the

Chow placing his signature on the PgCare Alliance poster at the launch in Komtar. With
him are (from left) Teh, Phee and Chong.

mental health task force, Da-
tuk Jimmy Ong (job aid), Felix
Chuah Gim Chuan (food and
essential aid) and Datuk Seri
Wong Siew Hai (fund raising).

“A neutral, inclusive and
fair platform is established
through this alliance.

“We strive to complement
each other based on our avail-
able strengths, to accelerate
the assistance required, to
avoid duplication of available
resources, and to strengthen
support.

“An integrated digital plat-
form will be set up soon to
ease communication between
partners in the alliance, state
assemblymen service cen-
tres and those in need of as-

sistance during these trying
times,” he said.

Chow added that the name,
PgCare Alliance, was chosen
by the main committee after
several discussions.

“The name was chosen to
rebrand the PGCare contact
tracing app which was previ-
ously used in Penang as one
of the state’s contact tracing
initiatives. The PGCare con-
tact tracing app was later inte-
grated with MySejahtera.”

Chow thanked state Wel-
fare and Environment Com-
mittee chairman Phee Boon
Poh, Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin, Dr Ngoo
Seong Boon and Chong Soon

Kheng for kick-starting the ini-
tiative and coordinating the
organisations under the Pg-
Care Alliance.

Phee has been appointed
the chairman of the alliance,
while Yeoh and Komtar as-
semblyman Teh Lai Heng are
his deputies.

The current committee
members of PgCare Alliance
are Datuk Seri Dr Ooi Eng
Hock, Lee, Wong, Ong, Ngoo,
Chong, Cefinny Teh lJin Pei,
and Chuah.

Visit the PgCare Alli-
ance website www.PgCar-
eAlliance.com or Facebook
page at https://www.face-
book.com/pgcarealliance for
more details.

Job bank helps cushion the

THE Covid-19 pandemic has
not only impacted the lives of
many people but also their
livelihood.

PgCare Alliance job bank
sub-committee chairman Da-
tuk Jimmy Ong (pix) said ma-
ny people lost their jobs due
to the pandemic.

“The job bank sub-commit-
tee focuses on three scopes
- MyWork, financial consultan-
¢y, and MyBiz.

“We act as a bridge for job
seekers and potential em-
ployers under MyWork. We
make it happen via the MYFu-
tureJobs platform.

“We encourage member
companies in associations
such as Federation of Malay-
sian Manufacturers (FMM)
Penang, and Small and Me-
dium Enterprises Association
Malaysia (Samenta) to adver-

tise vacancies on the MYFu-
tureJobs platform,” Ong told
Buletin Mutiara in a recent
interview.

“We have also reached out
to the hotel and tourism indus-
tries with the assistance of
Penang Tourism and Creative
Economy (Petace) Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin.

“We are getting the list of
people in the tourism and ho-
tel industries who have lost
their jobs due to the pandem-
ic. Special attention will be
given to the people on the list.
It may be difficult for them to
get a job in the factories be-
cause they are equipped with
a different skill set.

“So, we will conduct a spe-
cial arrangement, requesting
some factories to re-train or
re-skill this group of people.

“We may have employers

impact of Covid-19 shock

who want to employ them,”
he said.

Ong added that those who
have lost their income might
need a longer repayment pe-
riod to settle their financial
commitments with banks.

“The Credit Counselling
and Debt Management Agen-
cy (AKPK) provides free fi-
nancial counselling and debt
management services. The
agency is under Bank Negara
Malaysia and we have an AK-
PK officer in our committee.

“Those who wish to seek
free financial consultancy can
fill the application form on our
PgCare Alliance website.

“The AKPK officer will con-
tact them and advise them
on how to restructure their
loans.

“The AKPK officer can be-
come like a mediator between

the bank and the borrower.
The borrower may be able to
ask for a longer repayment
period to settle their financial
commitment,” he said.

Ong said under MyBiz, ap-
plicants could sign up for
short-term courses.

“We have three courses
available and are looking for-
ward to having more in the fu-
ture. The courses are meant
to train the applicants to be
entrepreneurs.

“We have free online
cooking classes conduct-
ed by volunteers from the
Academy of Chefs.

“Those who want to learn
about urban farming can also
sign up for the lesson.

“We are also working with
Penang Halal Hub to train
those who are keen to learn
e-commerce,” he said.

Ong, who is the executive
director of Emico Holdings Ber-
had, has been a member of the
Lions Club for over 20 years.

“I want to help as many
people as | can under the Pg-
Care Alliance. | do not repre-
sent any organisation in the
Alliance,” he said.

Visit  https://www.pgcar-
ealliance.com/ for more de-
tails about PgCare Alliance.
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IS is the time for everyone

I to step up and step forward

“We need to really under-

stand the impact of Covid-19 on

people’s lives and livelihood,”

said Intel’s banking vertical busi-

ness unit general manager Dr

S.B. Ngoo who is a member of
PgCare Alliance.

“Let’'s do our best to help
those in need,” he added.

The idea for PgCare Alliance
was mooted following the
“white flag” movement which
gained momentum on social
media some two months ago,
Ngoo said.

In the “white flag” initiative,
households needing urgent help,
especially for food, were encour-
aged to fly the white flag so that
individuals and groups can iden-
tify them to provide the aid.

all to step up
and step forward

Ngoo said he was touched
by the calls for help during the
“white flag” movement.

“Many individuals and organ-
isations stepped for-
ward to help those in
need, but somehow,
some help may be re-
petitive. Certain peo-
ple may be receiving
more aid, while others
may not be receiving
the help they need.

“It got me thinking
that we needed a task force or
alliance to accelerate help to the
needy and to avoid duplication of
available resources,” Ngoo said
in a recent interview.

“The idea received positive
feedback from state elected
representatives and close
partners.

“I contacted my friend S.K.
Chong and together, we gathered

30

PgCare

Alliance

non-governmental organisations,
associations, professionals, and
with the support of the Penang
government, we formed the Pg-
Care Alliance.

“I offered my ser-
vices to the alliance
under my own ca-
pacity, without rep-
resenting any organ-
isation or company,”
he added.

He said many peo-
ple might view the
daily cases of Covid-19 as mere
numbers.

“However, when Covid-19
‘hits’ you, you will no longer
see the cases as numbers.
In fact, each case comprises
the challenges the victim and
his or her family have to go
through,” he said.

Ngoo shared that his father-
inlaw lost the battle against Co-

Ngoo: Time for everyone to
step forward.

vid-19 but, thankfully, his mother-
inlaw, who was also infected,
recovered.

Chong, who is one of the
founders of Swift Bridge Technol-
ogies, said he has been active in
community service programmes
since aged 14.

“| feel that | am a lucky per-
son to be able to serve the
community. | am thankful to my
friend who introduced me to
be a member of the Leo Club
when | was 14.

“l| am now serving in the
Lions Club. | am also serving
as a main committee member
in the Federation of Malaysian
Manufacturers (FMM) Penang
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Chong: Ultimate goal is to
help the needy.

branch and the Small and Me-
dium Enterprises Association
(Samenta),” he said.

“It is my great privilege to
serve alongside the NGOs, asso-
ciations, professionals, and the
state government in the PgCare
Alliance.

“We have together formed the
PgCare Alliance, so now we need
to make sure that the Alliance
can help the needy. That is the
ultimate goal.

“We may not be able to help
100% but we can do our best
to ease their burden. We can
support the work of the state
assemblymen and Members of
Parliament (MPs),” he said.

EVERY donation,
small, counts.
Those are the wise words of
PgCare Alliance’s “money man”
Datuk Seri Wong Siew Hai.
“Sedikit-sedikit lama lama
jadi bukit (bit by bit, over
time, it will accumulate into a
mountain),” Wong added.
Money, it is said, makes
the world go round. And for
any establishment to function
effectively, it has to have the
necessary financial support.
So, when PgCare Alliance
was formed recently, Wong
could not have been a bet-
ter candidate tasked
with raising funds
for its activities.
Wong, who is
the president
of the Ma A%
laysia Semi- &
conductor In-
dustry Asso-
ciation (MSIA)
and the char-
ter president
of Kiwanis Club
of Penang Cen-
tral, was instru-
mental in raising
funds to support
the state’s educa-
tion and health-
care initiatives re-
cently.
From his MSIA

however

Right man for the job

members, he raised RM2.02
million to purchase 1,562
computers for the Penang

E-Learning Computer Pro-
gramme to help needy stu-
dents and another RM1.6
million to help buy medical
devices for the Penang Hospi-
tal to fight Covid-19.

The PgCare Alliance,
in collaboration with the
state government, is cur-
rently made up of 18 non-
governmental organisations
(NGOs), associations and
industry players to acceler-
ate help to the needy people
during this difficult period.

It basically focuses
on mental health, job,
and food and shelter
as its main pillars.
“My role is
chiefly to help
raise  funds.
They are
prepar-

ing a financial budget and
when we know how much
needs to be raised, we will
then try to do so to support
PgCare Alliance.

“But for now, we need oxy-
gen concentrators,” Wong
said during a telephone in-
terview with Buletin Mutiara
recently.

He said the formation of
the alliance was a right move
to coordinate the members’
activities.

As an example, Wong said
Kiwanis Club of Penang con-
tributes towards mental health
and organises talks twice a
month by inviting speakers
from all over the world.

Likewise, he said other
mental health organisations
are also organising their pro-
grammes on counselling and
suicide prevention.

“The idea of the alliance
is to pull everything together
so that we don’t duplicate our
programmes. Say if Kiwanis
is running this programme,
then you run a different pro-
gramme. So, we need to co-
ordinate.

“Each pillar has to do its
part to help. If people don’t

get jobs, they will have men-
tal health problems. They
worry about paying rent, worry
about this and that.

“And if they don’t have food
on the table, there is also
problem. That is where the
food aid comes in.

“For the area of mental
health, we want to make sure
that people who are in a state
of depression won't do the
wrong things, like hurt them-
selves or commit suicide. We
teach them how to handle this
situation.

“That is why we have coun-
selling, training of counsel-
lors, awareness and edu-
cation programmes and so
forth,” Wong explained.

Wong said MSIA comprises
members mostly from the elec-
tronic factories and they are
also concerned for the public,
frontliners as well as workers’
mental health issues.

He intends to get them to
participate where necessary
to raise funds for the pro-
grammes that the state and al-
liance would be implementing.

“Every donation counts,
not necessary it has to be a
lot of money,” Wong said.



Why mental

health

IS

important

TATISTICALLY, one in
Sfour persons will suffer

some form of mental
iliness in their life as well as
one in four families will have
someone suffering severe
mental illness.

Giving this alarming fact, Da-
tuk Seri Leslie Lee (pix), presi-
dent of D’Home Mental Health
Association and chairman of the
Penang Dementia Association,
said: “This is actually a very
high percentage. If a family has
five persons, one in 20 people
will suffer severe mental iliness.

“When we extrapolate the ex-
isting data, 80,000 people out
of Penang’s population of say
1.6 million, are suffering from
severe mental illness. And this
is a very challenging task.”

Reports have al-
so shown that men-
tal health issues
have risen ever

since the movement 2G-2
control order (MCO)
PgCare They must have their

Alliance

was first implement-
ed in Malaysia in
March last year.

The Penang government, in
collaboration with the newly
formed PgCare Alliance, is tak-
ing the matter seriously.

In this respect, and one of
the core areas they are looking
into is mental health, besides
jobs, food and shelter.

The purpose is to accelerate
help to people impacted by the
pandemic.

Lee has been picked to
head the PgCare Alliance
mental task force.

“Mental health is the basic
foundation of a person’s well-
being. How stable or how well a
person can perform, to a large
extent, depends upon the basic
foundation of a good mental
health - just like a tall building
cannot be sound unless you
have got a strong foundation.

“This is where we are advo-
cating the importance of mental
resilience to prevent mental ill-
ness,” Lee told Buletin Mutiara
during a recent phone interview.

Lee said he has also come
across professionals like doc-

® One in four
persons will suffer
some form of mental
illness in their life.
* One in four
families will have
someone suffering
severe mental illness.
e If a family has five
persons, one in 20
people will suffer
severe mental iliness.
e Statistically, 80,000
people out of
Penang’s population
of 1.6 million are
suffering from severe
mental iliness.
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tors, engineers, architects, ac-
countants and even rich busi-
nessmen with mental health
issues.

“My advice to par-
ents is to not put tre-
mendous  pressure
on their children to
excel academically.

priority right; mental
health comes first,
academic second, not the other
way around.”

Lee said the PgCare Alli-
ance mental task force com-
prises 18 like-minded non-
government organisations
(NGOs) with eight sub-commit-
tees helmed by experienced
and dedicated people.

“In PgCare Alliance, we
have a synergy of resources
among the health NGOs. As
the Covid-19 pandemic has
impacted a lot of people, we
at the PgCare Alliance are tak-
ing a holistic approach.

“PgCare Alliance does not
only take care of them in areas
of mental health, but it has also
other arms to help provide food
for those who have no income
and also help those who have
lost their jobs find reemploy-
ment.”

Lee said the mental task
force has also set up a section
to help provide oxygen concen-
trators free to the needy as pub-
lic hospitals are already over-
whelmed.

For those who are suffering
from mental illness, he said
modern day’s medication and
drugs are very effective in treat-
ing them. But he added that
family members’ support is as
important if not more important
than the drugs that are given.

Lee is passionate about
helping others because he
does not want other victims
to suffer like what his brother
had gone through.

When he was 14 years old,
his brother, who was 24, suf-

Making

NEW'S

lives a little

easier for others

THE newly-formed PgCare Alli-
ance is working hard to ensure
that help is provided
to more people in the
state with the number
of Covid-19 cases in
Penang remaining high.

The Alliance’s food
and essential sub-com-
mittee chairman Lt Kol
Felix Chuah Gim Chuan
(pix) said PgCare Alli-
ance would like to reach out to
more people in need.

“We realise that many peo-
ple and organisations love to
do good. However, there are
times that certain communities
will receive duplication of aid,
while others who are also in
need may not get any.

“That is why we have to con-
solidate the resources, prevent
duplication, and do our best to
reach out to more needy people
during this pandemic period,”
he said in a recent interview.

fered mental illness.

Lee said it was unfortu-
nate that his parents were
not well educated and did
not have the knowledge to
handle the problem.

Because of a series of re-
lapses, Lee said his brother

has suffered irreparable
brain damage.
In 2004, Lee founded

D'Home Mental Health Asso-
ciation, which till today occupies
the whole four-storey bungalow
owned by Lee and his wife,

Chuah said his sub-commit-
tee is in charge of the distribu-
tion of food and es-
sential items, such as
oxygen concentrators.

“We distribute food
and essential items to
! the state elected rep-
resentatives so that
\ they can help those in
need in their constitu-
encies.

“| have been serving the
community for many years un-
der different service organisa-
tions, such as the Lions Club,
the Penang Civil Defence Force
Associate Officers Association,
St John Ambulance of Malaysia
and the Malaysian Red Cres-
cent Society,” he said.

Chuah, who is the deputy
president of the Penang Civil
Defence Force Associate Offi-
cers Association, said he volun-
teered his services to PgCare
Alliance to help the needy.

Neoh Guan Eng, to provide ac-
tivities and free counselling ser-
vices by psychologists.

“l don’t want them to trav-
el through the same journey
as what my family or myself
have gone through. We suf-
fered a lot traumatically. Ev-
ery day was a torture. A per-
son who suffers from mental
illness can be rescued. He
can be back to normal, work-
ing as usual, contributing to
his family, community, the
state and country."
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NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.05 SUNGAI DUA

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 -262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.38 BAYAN LEPAS N.01 PENAGA .
YAB Chow Kon Yeow [Tg 04-2260218 YB /k\DzruI Mahathir Aéz ; ET% 81 = gﬁ‘; %‘;72 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T)
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F - 7

N.02 BERTAM T) 013 - 430 6400
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL N.39 PULAU BETONG YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq }P) 04 - 576 7606
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul T) 04 - 575 6526 N ]
v [ 64373 83% YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
N.16 PERAI

(T)

YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

YB Zulkifli lorahim (T)
N.12 PENANTI n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin [T% 04 - 538 2871
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871 N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkkifly Md. Lazim (T)

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

04 - 228 8482
04-2288514

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa

gidayusofrawa@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 338 2668

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Rosli Hasan

(T) 010 - 468 5990

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

haijifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

[T; 04 - 827 8868
F

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04 - 594 1163
F) 04 -594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
lim nen nang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

[T; 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

048278868 POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 P 04-656 4131
AN Ml T) 04 - 227 7068 & PENYELAMAT 04-398 8807
o e e ) 04557 7058 DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
o ToK AvE TEmE OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
: HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 ]
YB Mustafa K | T) 04 - 351 1732 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
e L ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA (PCT) 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
N.09 BAGAN DALAM _
A ANy T S5 SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957 FERI &%E?TTECR;\EVT(?&HN)) I
neLugundaion s Gmaleom PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255 JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
N.11 PERMATANG PASIR _
N.11 PERMATANG PASIR__ P KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

wg:rfk,tgg oo 1017 - 813 3509 WCC (Women's Centfre for Change) 04-228 0342 Eiﬁﬁgiﬁ\miﬁLlNDUNGAN 04-829 4046
berapif@dappg.org H 04 - 540 0006 Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 82%2} ]5}82%
YB Lee Khai L T) 013-399 0519 -

kllee%%@g%o?.%?)m [F% 04 - 551 1442 SOCSO 04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

@ Make Covid-19 Immunisation Programme a Success
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haskets for

needy hotel
employees

uStory by Christopher Tan
=Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

HE Malaysian Association
Tof Hotels (MAH) Penang

Chapter has initiated the
“Hands of Hope” programme to
help needy hotel employees who
are impacted by the Covid-19
pandemic.

Its chairman, Raj Kumar,
said this initiative would bene-
fit 600 needy hotel employees
in Penang.

“The 600 food baskets,
worth RM115 each, consist of
essential items such as rice,
flour, cooking oil, sugar, milk
and others. The food baskets
will be distributed to the 96
MAH Penang Chapter hotels

for them to be given to their
needy employees.

“In general, the MAH Cares
programme was mooted by
MAH national, and each state
chapter had to initiate its own
corporate social responsibility
(CSR) programme.

“The ‘Hands of Hope’ pro-
gramme is supported by MAH
national, with its RM20,000
special grant. MAH Pen-
ang Chapter also allocated
RM15,000 for the programme.

“We thank the Penang govern-
ment for contributing RM20,000.
We also thank the Penang Tour-
ism and Creative Economy (Pet-
ace) office for its RM10,000
allocation to help the needy em-
ployees in the hotel industry,” he

s :m-u;.t.._ﬂfit?.-_niu_rl,l e IIE#

R\

said after the programme launch
in Komtar on Aug 24.

Raj said many people were
struggling during this chal-
lenging period.

“We hope to gradually re-
store the industry. We under-
stand the current Covid-19
situation,” he said.

Penang Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin commended
MAH Penang Chapter for its ini-
tiative to assist impacted em-
ployees in the hotel industry.

“The hotel and tourism
sectors are the most hard-hit

=

sectors during the pandemic.
The hotels suffered heavy
losses and had to take cer-
tain measures to reduce their
expenses such as imposing
pay cuts and others.

“The Penang government is
happy to be part of this effort to
help the affected employees in
the hotel industry,” Yeoh said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow praised the MAH Penang
Chapter for its effort to provide
aid to needy hotel staff.

“Thank you for being a pro-
active stakeholder in facing
Covid-19.

.; _E*‘d'_f“f't;lic;.éi'H’:;u:ds;gf_ Hpﬁg@pméﬁa'mme at
~ Komtar./Alsoiwith|them are]Raj[(second
~ from Ieft-)ianl"(’s_iqcodm right)*

il gy
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“The Penang government is
supportive of its industries and
its people. With our small con-
tribution, we are here to send a
message to the people that we
can get through this difficult pe-
riod together.

“We are not out of the
woods yet. The state govern-
ment will continue to work
together with the various
stakeholders and agencies to
achieve this target,” he said.

Also present were MAH Pen-
ang Chapter vicechairman Ben
Ho and MAH Penang Chapter
treasurer Dennis Lee.

R

(From left) Cheng Cheng, Tee Soo and Phee at the food items handover ceremony.

Food supplier contributes edible items to Mutiara Food Bank

THYE Huat Chan Sdn Bhd, one
of the leading food and ingredi-
ent suppliers in Malaysia, donat-
ed food items worth RM86,800
to the state government’s Muti-
ara Food Bank initiative.

State Welfare and Environ-
ment Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh, who received
the items at the Caring So-

ciety Complex, commended
the company for doing their
bit during this trying period
to assist affected families in
the state.

“I understand that the items
donated today could benefit
some 2,000 families.

“This is not the first time that
they have stepped forward to

donate. It is great to see people
assisting the state by contribut-
ing food essentials for needy
families,” Phee said during a
brief press conference at Caring
Society Complex on Aug 9.

Also present were the com-
pany’s managing director Datuk
Seri Ng Tee Soo and director Ng
Cheng Cheng.

NGOs donate medical equipment

TWO non-governmental organ-
isations (NGOs), namely the
D’Home Mental Health Associa-
tion and Pertubuhan Pengajian
Tao Tong Her, have stepped for-
ward to contribute medical de-
vices to the Penang Health De-
partment and PgCare Alliance.

The D’Home Mental Health
Association donated 16 oxygen
concentrators and 10 pulse ox-
imeters worth RM20,320 to
the state Health Department.

Meanwhile, Pertubuhan Pen-
gajian Tao Tong Her contributed
10 oxygen concentrators worth
RM12,700 to PgCare Alliance.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who witnessed the presen-
tation ceremony, thanked the
organisations for the care and
concern shown to the well-being
of the community.

“This is a timely contribution
to the healthcare system in the
state as these medical equip-
ment are needed so urgently at
the hospitals, as many Covid-19
patients need them.

“So, we would like to
thank these NGOs for their
contribution.

“At the same time, the oxy-
gen concentrators that were
donated to the PgCare Alliance
will be loaned to the public (Co-
vid-19 patients) free of charge.

“This is important to help the
Covid-19 patients who have to
guarantine themselves at home.

“With this device, it can help
to deliver oxygen to patients
with breathing difficulties due to
the Covid-19 infection.

“We also hope that more peo-
ple and corporations will come
forward to do their part to sup-
port the healthcare system in
the state,” said Chow during the
handover ceremony at Komtar.

D’Home Mental Health As-
sociation president Datuk Seri
Leslie Lee, who presented the
medical equipment to represen-
tatives of the state Health De-
partment, said the association
was glad that they could play
their part to support the health-
care system in Penang.

“As the Covid-19 pandemic
is getting serious daily, as an
NGO, we feel responsible to do
our part to contribute in what-
ever way we can,” he said.



PENANG will definitely offer
a distinct experience to dele-
gates of the World Congress on
Information Technology 2022
(WCIT 2022), says InvestPen-
ang chief executive officer Da-
tuk Loo Lee Lian.

Invited as one of the speak-
ers in an exclusive interactive
panel discussion on “WCIT
2022 - Connecting Malaysia to
The World” recently, Loo said
Penang takes pride in being a
Unesco World Heritage Site, a
world-renowned colourful tour-
ist destination and a rich melt-
ing pot of cultural diversity, ex-
cellent and strategic in location
and international accessibility.

“Most importantly, Penang is
a high-tech global base with the
excellent backdrop of robust
E&E ecosystem and semicon
industry,” said Loo, who helms

ARA SEPTEMBER 16— 30, 2021

InvestPenang, the state gov-
ernment’s investment agency.

The panel discussion was
organised by Malaysia Digjtal
Economy Corporation (MDEC)
in conjunction with Malaysia
Tech Months.

The other speakers were
Pikom (National Tech Associa-
tion of Malaysia) CEO Ong Kian
Yew, MDEC senior vice-pres-
ident, investment and brand
& chief marketing officer Ray-
mond Siva, Witsa (World IT and
Services Alliance) and Pikom
deputy chairman Dr Sean
Seah, WCIT 2022 organising
chairman Cheah Kok Hoong,
and Witsa secretary-general Dr
James Poisant.

They had an informative dis-
cussion on how WCIT 2022 is
going to make an impact to Ma-
laysia, to position Malaysia and

Penang prepares
for WCIT 2022

Penang as the hub of digital
Asean and connecting Malay-
sia to the world.

The panellists opined that
WCIT2022 would be a key fac-
tor for Malaysia’s economic
recovery and a platform to
bridging the digital divide and
ensuring that the needs of
most vulnerable in society are
addressed.

The WCIT event was sup-
posed to be held in Penang in
2020 after Malaysia had been
chosen as host after a lapse of
more than 10 years but it was
postponed to 2022 due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Malaysia last hosted the
WCIT event in Kuala Lumpur
in 2008 and managed to se-
cure total sales and invest
ments worth RM8.3 billion with
20,000 jobs created.
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Help for family of Malaysian
who died in lreland

THE family of Ong Gim Kooi,
who passed away in Ireland in
March this year, is now relieved
that a DNA verification had
been completed and a sum of
RM14,000 had been raised to
help them get the body cremat-
ed in Ireland.

Gim Kooi, 42, died of a
heart attack in Cork, the sec-
ond largest city in Ireland.

He was working as a res-
taurant helper there for the
past 14 years.

Gim Kooi's elder sister, Yit
Liang, thanked a few temples
and the community in Weld
Quay as well as Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow, who is the Tan-
jong MP, and Pengakalan Kota
assemblyman Daniel Gooi for
their financial help.

Gooi, who witnessed the pre-
sentation of the cheques from
the temple representatives
to Yit Liang at Weld Quay on
Aug 17, said Yit Liang had ap-
proached him in March for help
after receiving a call from lIrish

Yit Liang showing a photo
of her brother Gim Kooi,
who passed away in Ireland.

authorities about her brother’s
death.

Also present was Yit Liang’s
sibling, Gim Wah, 47.

After confirming the death
with the Malaysian embassy in
Dublin, Gooi said the process
took a while because of the
time difference and the require-
ment of the Irish authorities for
the family to provide a DNA
sample.
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Penang Scouts

yeaming for
campsite

FTER being without
their own campsite for
15 years, the Scouts As-

sociation of Malaysia Penang is
seeking help from the state gov-
ernment to get approval to build
its long-awaited campsite at its
own plot of land in Teluk Bahang.

State Chief Scouts Commis-
sioner Zulkafli Kamaruddin said
the campsite, which is adjacent
to Penang National Park (Taman
Negara), would be beneficial to
their 20,000-strong Scout mem-
bers to carry out their activities.

“Scouting in Malaysia origi-
nated from Penang in 1908 be-
fore the Scout movement devel-
oped all over Malaysia. Penang
has a rich scouting history as it
held the first Malaya Jamboree
in Rifle Range in 1927 and the

first Malaysian Jamboree in Te-
luk Bahang in 1966.

“But it is unfortunate that
although Penang is the pioneer
state and an established force
in the scouting world, it is the
only state in Malaysia now with-
out a campsite,” Zulkafli, who
is also the principal assistant
director of the Planning & Man-
agement Sector of the Penang
Education Department in Bukit
Gambir, told Buletin Mutiara in a
recent interview.

Also present were deputy
state Chief Scout Commis-
sioner Henry Heng Soo Peng,
Penang State Scout Association
chairman Leon Lee and Penang
State Scouts Association head-
quarters commissioner (Media
& PR) Chew Kok Rui, who is also
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Zulkéfli (second from left) with (from left) Lee, Heng and Chew at the press conference to

express the Penang Scouts' desire for a campsite.

the Penang State Sports Coun-
cil development sports officer.

Penang Scouts have been
without a campsite after the
Coronation Camp in Waterfall
Road was returned to the state
government for the expansion
of the nearby Botanic Gardens
in 2006.

According to Zulkafli, his as-
sociation had earlier bought a
14-acre land in Teluk Bahang
from the state government in
1989 to build a campsite.

He said they purchased it for
RM90,000 through fundraising.

Then, in 2017, they submit-
ted plans to the relevant authori-
ties to build the campsite.

He said they had initially
obtained conditional approval
from Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) on Dec 15, 2020 but
received a rejection letter from
MBPP on May 31, 2021.

One reason given was that it
undermines the sustainability of
the Penang National Park based
on Article 226 of the National
Parks Act 1980, which stipu-
lates that no development is al-
lowed on the reserved land.

“But this Act does not include
private land as far as | know and
hence, does not involve us. It

involves only Taman Negara. We
purchased the land and pay tax
every year. We, however, cannot
use the land for commercial pur-
poses, like build a hotel.

“One of the Scouts’ princi-
ples is to love and protect the
environment. So, the reason for
the rejection is unacceptable.

“For the campsite, we will not
build any concrete buildings or
destroy the slopes. As this land
happens to be close to a nation-
al park, we will use materials
like canvas and wood.

“In fact, our architect has
proposed to use only 60% of the
land to preserve the environ-
ment. We don’t want to disturb
the slopes and fell the trees.”

Zulkafli said it boggles him
why the Scouts campsite is
not allowed when the Penang
National Park itself encourages
public camping at the Pan-
tai Kerachut and Teluk Kampi
campsites in the park.

He said as they are now
in a quandary, they had ap-
proached state Local Gov-
ernment, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo
and state Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee

for assistance and support.

Jagdeep, said Zulkafli, has
assured them he would call for
a meeting with heads of vari-
ous departments, MBPP and
the head of the Penang National
Park soon to resolve the issue.

Heng said former Penang gov-
ernor Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas,
who was then the patron of the
Scouts Association of Malaysia
Penang, visited the site in Teluk
Bahang in March last year.

The new Penang Governor,
Tun Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak, is
automatically the new patron.

“When the campsite is set
up, it will definitely be good
news for the 20,000 Penang
Scouts who constitute about
1% of the state’'s popula-
tion,” said Heng, adding that
the land on which the exist-
ing Wisma Pengakap Pulau
Pinang stands in Jalan Scot-
land was donated by the Pen-
ang government, then headed
by the first Chief Minister Tan
Sri Wong Pow Nee.

Lee, who is also the founder
and Group chief executive offi-
cer of Zeon Properties, chipped
in: “We’ve longed for a campsite
and we’ll do our best to find the
resources to establish it."

Bridging technical talent demands

THE Penang STEM focus group,
comprising Penang STEM, In-
vestPenang, Penang Science
Cluster (PSC) and Penang Skills
Development Centre (PSDC),
conducted a three-month study
from March to June this year
to identify immediate and long-
term solutions to bridge the de-
mand and supply of technical
talents.

The study was also conduct-
ed to understand the demand
and supply of technical talents
in mechatronics and precision
machining, as well as to under-
stand the underlining causes
for the decline in student re-
cruitment.

InvestPenang, in a statement
recently, said Penang has at-
tracted and recorded outstand-

ing investment performances in
2019 and 2020.

“The state clocked up a
total of RM31 billion manu-
facturing investments, out of
which RM25.6 billion came
from foreign direct invest-
ments (FDI) and the remain-
ing were from domestic direct
investments (DDI). The proj-
ects are expected to generate
about 32,000 new job oppor-
tunities in Penang.

“The new investments and
expansion of existing foreign
and local companies have in-
evitably led to the escalating
need for the supply of techni-
cally skilled workforce, particu-
larly talents in mechatronics
and precision machining,” the
statement said.

InvestPenang said 30 insti-
tutions (industrial training in-
stitutes, vocational colleges,
polytechnics, and private insti-
tutions) were identified for the
three-month study.

“Three technical, vocational
education and training (TVET)
institutions were shortlisted
and recommended based on
the relevant courses offered,
assessment of their training fa-
cilities and student capacities.
The three TVET institutions were
PSDC, Japan-Malaysia Technical
Institute (JMTI) and Fourier TVET
Centre (FTC).

“The Walta Centre of Excel
lence (WCOE) has been identi-
fied for future participation as
it is newly established,” Invest-
Penang said.



Equipping

youth to cope
with stress

uStory by Tanushalini
Moroter

with skills to cope with diffi-

culties and rise above them,
Penang Youth Development
Corporation (PYDC) and Per-
tubuhan Wanita Mutiara Pulau
Pinang (PWMPP) are jointly
organising the Penang Youth
Resilience Superstars (PYRS)
programme.

PWMPP  president Tan
Lean Kee, who is also the
wife of Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, said the pro-
gramme will be held this
month and in October.

“Hotlines manned by the
Befrienders Malaysia, Malay-
sian Health Association and
many other mental health or-
ganisations have recorded an
increase in calls pertaining to
mental stress.

“This indicates that Malay-
sians are facing different lev-
els of mental and emotional
difficulties which tend to in-
terfere with their everyday
functioning.

IN a move to equip youth

“These individuals lack ap-
propriate coping skills and life
skills to face the unexpected
demands and challenges
caused especially by the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

“Young people and even chil-
dren are not spared from this
worrisome situation. So, we
have come up with the PYRS
programme to provide life skills
training for our youths,” said
Tan during the virtual launch of
the programme on Aug 27.

Tan added that the PYRS
programme is similar to the
mental health training pro-
gramme conducted in the US
and Australia which focuses
on psychological help and pos-
itive adaptive behaviour.

“In this programme, they
will learn to manage their
emotions and to respond pos-
itively to challenges that life
throws at them.

“According to a research, it
is expected that the main con-
tributing factor of suicide cases
in 2030 will be mental health.

“Thus, we hope that by
equipping our youths in Pen-
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ang with resilient skills we can
prevent this kind of situation
from happening.

“We want our youth to grow
up to be healthy both physically
and mentally, to be productive
as well as to remain resilient and
continue to contribute towards
nation building,” Tan said.

She thanked state Youth
and Sports Committee chair-
man Soon Lip Chee and PYDC
for agreeing to collaborate
with PWMPP to run the pro-
gramme, and Datuk Dr Lai
Fong Hwa and Datin Indranee
Liew for helping to facilitate
the programme.

Meanwhile, Soon shared
some statistics concerning
suicides among youths aged
between 15 and 18 in Malay-
sia which took place from Jan-
uary 2019 to May 2021.

“Based on the statement
released by the Unicef repre-
sentative to Malaysia and Spe-
cial Representative to Brunei
Darussalam Dr Rashed Mus-
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tafa Sarwar on July 1, the Ma-
laysian police reported a total
1,708 suicide cases from Jan-
uary 2019 to May 2021.

“From the statement, 872
of the cases, or 51%, involved
children between 15 and 18.

“This is a wake up call for
all of us, to prepare young
people not only in Penang but
also nationwide to bounce
back each time they face life’s
setbacks.

“It is also important for us
to prepare them to face chal-
lenges in the future.

“To the youths, just like
the tagline of the programme
that goes, ‘Be Bold, Be Brave,
Be You’, hereby | would like
to encourage all of you to be
brave and resilient and face
your challenges courageous-
ly,”” added Soon.
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PYDC general manager Dr
Gwee Sai Ling said the pro-
gramme is open to youths
aged between 15 and 35 and
would be conducted in two
groups.

“Each group is limited to 20
participants and the sessions
will be conducted for the en-
tire month of September and
October via Zoom from 3pm to
6pm every Sunday."

Slots in the first group have
all been taken up.

For those interested to
join the second group, begin-
ning Oct 10, they can contact
Charlene Ong from PYDC at
017-4725953.

For registration, contact
PYDC at 012 - 4010186
or submit the details to
https://forms.gle/UYcuRUgLf-
7DrPOJY8

Help for non-tech
savvy hawkers

A GROUP of youngsters recently
launched the “Dabao Penang” to
help promote business for hawk-
ers who are not tech-sawwy with
digital platforms.

Dabao Penang founder Yew
Yik Khai said the public could
play a part in giving publicity
to the hawkers by just provid-
ing some particulars of the
stalls to his team.

“While waiting for your ‘da-
bao food’, just take out your
phone and capture the stall,
menu, location, food and also
the hawkers.

“You can also submit videos
as they will help to attract more
people on social media. Please
send us the contact number as
well as the operating hours.

“The information can be sub-
mitted via our online form which

is available on our Facebook
page and Instagram.

“We will then design and post
about the stalls on our social
media platform to help the hawk-
ers get more exposure,” said
Yew during a press conference
held via Zoom on Aug 9.

Yew added his team has intro-
duced an interactive Dabao map
1o assist customers navigate to
the hawker stalls published on
their social media platform.

“Since we launched this pro-
gramme in late June, we have
managed to feature over 70
hawkers from both the island
and mainland and garnered over
1,000 followers on Facebook
and Instagram.

“We appeal to the public to
support us and Penang hawkers
by following our page @dabaopg

on Instagram and ‘Dabao Pen-
ang’ on Facebook.

“We aim to map out as many
Penang hawkers as possible to
become a Penang hawker food
directory eventually,” said Yew.

Dabao Penang designer Alli-
son Lee, who was present, said
the programme caters especially

to many elderly hawkers who are
not tech-sawy enough to pro-
mote their business online.
“Most of the platforms are in
English, which is another chal-
lenge for a number of hawkers.
“Moreover, the delivery plat-
forms charge high commission
rates, leaving the hawkers with

A sample

of 'Dabao
Penang's
Instagram
post.

little profit,” Lee added.
Submission of photos or vid-
eos of the stalls as well as the
particulars can be made at the
following link:
https://docs.google.com/f
orms/d/1002wDhUpJdoiOjvrL
B4g5hGIQulIDlyjevD-aplOHowl/
edit?usp=sharing
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