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ENANG’s talent pool has been
Pidentified as one of the main

reasons for Switzerland-based
electrical measurement company LEM
to choose the state to expand its foot-
print into Southeast Asia.

“It all comes down to talent, and
that is a key reason why we decided to
invest here.

“The people of this region have a
great reputation for hard work and
speed of response, alongside their
particular expertise in the electronics
industries,” LEM chief executive officer
Frank Rehfeld said in his speech during
the groundbreaking ceremony at the
Penang Science Park North, Simpang
Ampat, on June 23.

“l do not doubt that the talent of
Penang will quickly establish new per-
formance levels to make all of us proud
at LEM,” he said.

Rehfeld said the proposed capital
investment for the new plant is about
RM70 million.

“The facility will be the company’s
first manufacturing plant in Malaysia.

“The new 12,000 sq m plant is
expected to be completed in 2024
and this project is expected to gen-
erate 500 jobs over the next five to

Swiss-based LEM

comes to Penang

eight years.

“Here in Penang, we are going to
focus on the integrated current sensor
(ICS) and producing and testing a new
key product.

“We have great growth ambitions for
the ICS, and that explains the scope of
our plans.

“And we expect the first products
to come online in the first quarter of
2024 and serve customers across
Asia, Europe and the United States
in automation, automotive and
renewable energy
businesses,” Re- ;
1 hfeld said. i
i LEM Board of
Directors chalrman
Andreas Hurlimann said
- | the upcoming plant i is the
:‘1 third major ex-
- : pansion in a =

L8 I T decade ri

after Bulgaria and France.

“Our choice of Penang followed a
comprehensive evaluation process
across many countries in the region,
and we first announced the project pub-
licly to our investors in January 2020.

“And based on our evaluation, we
believe that Penang will provide the re-
quired capacity for further organic and
profitable growth, all selffinanced from
our healthy balance sheet and recur-
ring cash flows.

“Secondly, we are confident that
Penang will complement and diversify

"'* . our global footprint, thus mcreasmg re-

smence in uncertain times,” he said.

t§ Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,

. who was present at the ceremony,
was delighted to welcome LEM to
Penang.

“A  well-developed ecosys-
tem and supply chain resilien-

.g, cy are among the

|

I

key drivers that made Penang a viable
location for the electrical and electron-
ics (E&E) players.

“Being a leading company in electri-
cal measurement that serves emerg-
ing and high-growth industries, LEM
will reap numerous benefits from its
operation in Penang while complement-
ing the state’s presence on the global
technology map,” he said.

Chow also thanked the Malaysian
Investment Development  Authority
(Mida), InvestPenang and Penang De-
velopment Corporation (PDC) for their
collaborative efforts in attracting inves-
tors and securing the project.

Also present at the groundbreaking
ceremony were state Entrepreneurial
Development, Trade and Industry Com-
mittee chairman Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain, Bukit Tambun assemblyman
Goh Choon Aik, InvestPenang chief
executive officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian,
Chief Minister’'s special investment
adviser Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon,
Swiss ambassador to Malaysia Andrea
Reichlin and Malaysian Investment De-
velopment Authority (Mida) (investment
policy advocacy- manufacturing) execu-
tive director Masni Muhammad.

With spades in their hands, Chow, Reichlin
(left), Hurlimann (third from left), Rehfeld
(seventh from left) and Abdul Halim (right)
are ready for the symbolic groundbreaking
ceremony of LEM's new plant, while Loo
(second from left), Goh (fourth from left),
Lee (sixth from left) and Masni (second
from right) are ready to water the palm
saplings.
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HE 27th edition of the
prestigious SEMICON
Southeast Asia (SEA)

2022 connected semiconduc-
tor manufacturing equipment
companies, private and pub-
lic partners, and other key in-
dustry stakeholders, enabling
them to explore new collabora-
tion and growth opportunities.

It was the region’s premier
event for the global electron-
ics manufacturing and design
supply chain.

SEMICON SEA 2022 was
held at the Setia SPICE Arena
and Convention Centre from
June 21 to 23.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the theme for this year,
“Forward as One — Building A
Resilient and Sustainable Elec-
tronics Supply Chain in South-
east Asia”, was paramount in
addressing the current agendas
that were pertinent to industry
players, while aptly setting the
tone for all visitors to exchange
ideas and to connect.

“l am hopeful that SEMICON
SEA 2022 can ignite the cre-
ation of innovative technologies
and effective solutions, inspiring
all stakeholders to forge ahead
in this new and exciting era.

“We are honoured to host
SEMICON SEA 2022, a return
after our previous hosting from
2015t02017,” Chow said in his
opening address at the event.

Chow said Penang, as the
economic powerhouse of Ma-
laysia, has been making a
name for itself, especially in
the global electrical and elec-
tronics (E&E) sector.

“Despite being the second
smallest state in Malaysia, Pen-
ang commanded over 5% of the
global semiconductor sales and
made up about 60% of the coun-
try’s E&E exports.

“The state is also known as
a key regional hub for front-to-
back-end equipment manufac-
turing, serving the needs of
the E&E enterprise along the
value chain.

“Penang’s well-developed
E&E ecosystem not only en-
ables the state to move up
the value chain but also opens
up countless opportunities in
other areas.

“In this regard, Penang has

Connectin

Meeting future needs of investors

THE Penang  government,
through its agencies, is getting
industrial land ready to meet the
future needs of investors.

“We are looking at about 300
acres at Bandar Cassia Technol-
ogy Park, and another 600 acres
at East Batu Kawan.

“In addition, the land acquisi-
tion in Byram, which we call Batu
Kawan Industrial Park 2, will in-
volve a few thousand acres of in-
dustrial land,” Chow said in a me-
dia conference after opening the
27th edition of the prestigious
SEMICON Southeast Asia (SEA)
2022 at Setia SPICE Convention
Centre on June 21.

Chow said the state would
focus on Bandar Cassia Technol-
ogy Park and East Batu Kawan
before moving to Byram.

“| believe these areas will be
able to meet the needs of inves-
tors for a period of three or up
to 10 years into the future,” he
said, adding that getting the land
ready could take about two to
three years.

Regarding the need for talent,
Chow said the Penang govern-
ment is not complacent in ad-

dressing the talent shortage.

“We have announced sev-
eral initiatives (over the years)
to address this issue. | don't
believe that it is solely the
government’s role to produce
world-class engineers. Collab-
oration with industry is equally
important,” Chow said.

Earlier, Chow and the VIPs vis-
ited the booths of the participat-
ing companies at the Setia SPICE
Convention Centre and Setia
SPICE Arena.

The delegates, who included
Ministry of International Trade
and Industry (industrial develop-
ment division) senior director
Datuk Hanafi Sakri, Malaysian
Investment Development Author-
ity (Mida) chief executive officer
Datuk Arham Abdul Rahman,
InvestPenang chief executive of
ficer Datuk Loo Lee Lian, Penang
Development Corporation (PDC)
chief executive officer Aziz Bakar
and SEMI SEA president Linda
Tan, visited the InvestPenang
and PDC booths to check out the
48 pieces of canvas art which
depicted Penang’'s 50 years of
industrialisation journey.

Chow (left) and Ajit opening the SEMICON SEA 2022.

become a hub for the medical
device industry in this region,
having the highest concentra-
tion of medical technology
companies in Malaysia and
SEA,” he said.

Chow added that Penang’s
worldclass  industrial  parks
equipped with excellent ame-
nities have strengthened the
state’s position as a strategic
site for companies with a stake
in advanced manufacturing,
R&D and knowledge-intensive
Industry 4.0 operations.

“l understand that there are

exclusive tours to selected fac-
tories in Batu Kawan, on the
mainland of Penang, as part
of the agenda in SEMICON
SEA 2022. For those who are
visiting, do check out what the
state has to offer,” Chow said.

Chow said that the vibrant
industry in Penang was not
an overnight occurrence or by
chance, but a culmination of
strategic planning and execution.

SEMI Global president and
chief executive officer Ajit Mano-
cha said the SEMICON SEA
2022 underscored the signifi-

cance of the E&E industry in
Malaysia and the SEA region.

“SEMICON SEA 2022 will
drive the conversation in this
space, while also discussing
the importance of sustainabil-
ity and building stronger sup-
ply chains.

“This milestone highlights
both the ongoing innovation
and tremendous resilience of
the local industry, which has
withstood unprecedented chal-
lenges these past couple of
years due to Covid-19 and the
geopolitical issues,” he said.

THE Real Estate and Housing
Developers’ Association Malay-
sia (Rehda) Penang is hoping to
meet the state government, lo-
cal governments and
the relevant authori-
ties soon to mitigate
the challenges of the
property development
industry.

Rehda Penang
chairman Khoo Teck
Chong (pix) proposed
for the meeting to be
held as soon as pos-
sible.

“Currently, our big-
gest challenges are the sharp
increase in building material
prices and the shortage of la-
bour.

“These have impacted the
cost of doing business. Tender
prices are skyrocketing and
those in the construction (indus-
try) are finding it hard to man-
age their costs.

“Personally, | feel that infla-
tion will hit us hard and | would
say that the storm which we will
be facing will be quite rough.

“We should look at how we

Weathering the storm together to
continue providing quality homes

can lower our
cost of doing busi-
ness.

“We hope that
the state, local
councils and the
relevant state
components can
hold a special
meeting with
Rehda  Penang
to discuss and
exchange ideas
about how we can weather this
situation together,” Khoo said
in his speech during the Rehda
Penang Fellowship Dinner 2022
event on June 24.

On the national Home Owner-
ship Campaign (HOC) from June
2020 to Dec 31 last year, Khoo
said Rehda Penang had regis-
tered over 20,800 units with a
value of about RM17.6 billion.

“We have managed to sell
9,869 units with a value of ap-
proximately RM6.5 billion during
the period.

“Thanks to the HOC, we have
sold almost 50% of the total
registered units. But, we still
have about RM11 billion worth
of properties unsold.

“We did not manage to get
any national HOC extension this
year. However, | would like to
take this opportunity to thank
the Penang government for its
own Penang HOC campaign
which is extended until the end
of this year.

“The incentive can help re-
duce the burden of the (property)
development industry,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the Penang government
has always been open to meet-
ings and discussions with the
industries and organisations for
the betterment of the state and
its people.

“l managed to go through
part of the report by Rehda In-
stitute on my way here, and | ap-
preciate and acknowledge the
issues raised by the institute."
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Moving forward after Covid-19

uStory by Christopher Tan

FTER the devastation
of Covid-19, it is time
for Penang to embark
on the next stage of its jour-
ney towards realising the
state’s Penang2030 vision
which was launched on April
27, 2018.

It encompasses the whole
spectrum of the state’s de-
velopment moving forward.

The Penang2030 vision
was formulated as a 12-year
vision.

Although Covid-19  took
away two years of that jour-
ney, Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the Penang govern-
ment is ready to take bigger
steps to realise the vision.

“It is time to take bigger
steps when more people un-
derstand our vision and mis-
sion. After more than three
years, | am seeing accep-
tance.

“Our vision is to be a fam-
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ily-focused, green and smart
state and all these are the
policy direction of Penang,”
he said recently.

The Penang2030 vision
has four themes and 16 stra-
tegic initiatives.

Commenting on the Pen-
ang2030 vision, Chow said
it was aimed at charting a
direction for Penang and its
people moving forward as
well as changing the way peo-
ple look at the state.

“It is also a guide on how
we should treat our state,”
he said.

Stressing the importance
of sustainability, Chow said
Penang has a great oppor-
tunity to ensure that society,
as a whole, embraces green

practices and sustainability.

“Going green, reducing
carbon footprint, and em-
bracing sustainability can be
very noble at the top, but we
still have a long way to go, in
practice.

“Collectively, society has
not turned ‘sustainability’
into a habit or way of life.

“Some people may take
part in initiatives which pro-
mote sustainability, while
others may just get involved
for a little while before going
back to their old ways.

“I feel that Penang, as a
state or as the government,
has a lot to share with the
world. We need many ‘cham-
pions’ in the government and
the community to continue
pushing and doing what is
good for the state and its
people,” he said, agreeing
that while awareness among
the people is growing, perse-
verance and practice remain
challenging.

Moving up the leadership
from executive council mem-
ber who held the local govern-
ment, public transport and
flood mitigation portfolios, to
Penang Chief Minister, Chow
said his focus now is on the
state’s economy, invest-
ments, and land.

“My colleagues are con-
tinuing what we have started.

“Despite being one of the
smallest states in Malaysia
(by land mass), Penang en-
joys strong manufacturing in-
vestments.

“Penang’s manufacturing
sector remains attractive and
is pulling in investments from
various multinational corpo-
rations (MNCs).

“We continue to address
the rising demand for talent
in the state with the growing
strategic investments into
Penang,” he said.

Chow added that besides
focusing on the state’s econ-
omy, investments and land,

just as important is social
development.

“Social issues, welfare,
housing, volunteerism, unity,
and resilience are things that
| want to pay more attention
to going into the next term.

“l want the state to grow in
that direction,” he said.

Chow said getting the peo-
ple to be on the same page,
heading in the same direction
and having the same com-
mitment as a society regard-
less of religious belief, were
among the biggest challeng-
es faced by his administra-
tion.

“We aspire for Penang to
continue leading in some
ways because of the way we
govern, and our emphasis on
things that matter which is
different from other states
and the country.

“Perhaps, more people will
start to notice that Penang is
a different (unique) state,”
he added.

Striving to address huge surge
iIn water demand

URGENT cloud seeding op-
erations will be carried out till
December to refill the Air Itam
Dam as its effective capacity
had dropped by 58.8% in six
months.

The dam’s effective capacity
was 89.3% on Jan 1 and it was
recorded at 30.5% on June 12.

In a media statement, Pen-
ang Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP) and PBAHB chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk Jaseni
Maidinsa said the cloud seed-
ing operations would be among
PBAPP’s initiatives to address
the huge surge in water de-
mand in Penang.

“PBAPP has also deployed
water tankers and static wa-
ter tanks to several end-ofline
(EOL) and higher ground areas
in south Seberang Perai (SPS).

“We have been diverting
more water to SPS. In addition,
we are implementing the SPS-
Water Supply Contingency Plan
2022 (SPS'WSCP) to prioritise
water supply to 32,993 con-
sumers in SPS, from 6.01pm to
6.00am daily,” he said after the
22nd PBAHB annual general
meeting (AGM), which was held
virtually, on June 20.

He said PBAPP understands
the difficulties that some of its
customers in SPS are facing
now.

“These are extraordinary
times. We apologise for the in-
convenience and request your
patience. PBAPP does not give
up. We will strive to efficiently
address all water supply is-
sues, not only for the good of
SPS but for the entire state of
Penang,” he said.

Jaseni said this month
(June), all water treatment
plants (WTPs) in the state were
operating at optimal capacity.

“On average, PBAPP dis-
tributed 945 million litres of

treated water per day (MLD) to
consumers’ taps in Penang in
May 2022.

“This monthly average is
the highest we have reported
since PBAPP was corporatised
in 1999.

“To date, PBAPP’s Water
Supply Command Centre has
not detected any major issues
or faults in the state’s water
supply infrastructure. PBAPP
has also not decreased the
volume of treated water being
supplied in Penang.

“In fact, there was an in-
crease in treated water produc-
tion because all our WTPs are
running at optimal capacity.

“If we had not been running
at optimal capacity in May this
year, we would not have been
able to distribute 945 MLD to
consumers’ taps; and 945
MLD is significantly higher than
the 860 MLD we distributed in
2021,” he explained.

Jaseni said that in a previ-
ous 9vyear time span (2010
— 2019), the total recorded
water consumption in Penang
increased by 61 MLD (7.8%),
from 782 MLD in 2010 to 843
MLD in 2019.

PBAHB declares final single-tier
dividend of 1 sen per share

A FINAL single-tier dividend of
1 sen per share was approved
for 7,942 shareholders of PBA
Holdings Berhad (PBAHB) at its
recently concluded 22nd annu-
al general meeting (AGM).

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the total payout would
amount to RM3.31 million.

“PBAHB has been paying div-
idends annually since 2002,”
he said in a statement after
attending the AGM which was
held virtually on June 20.

PBAHB also announced that
it recorded a profit after tax
(PAT) of RM36.74 million for its
2021 financial year.

“The increase in PAT
amounted to RM11.98 million,
or 48.4%, year-on-year. For the
2020 financial year, PBAHB
had reported a PAT of RM24.76
million.

“The higher PAT recorded in
2021 is primarily due to a de-
ferred tax benefit of about RM9
million earned by Penang Water
Supply Corporation (PBAPP).

“It is related to the utilisa-
tion of unabsorbed ‘reinvest-
ment allowances’ (RA) of about
RM78 million in 2021, as com-
pared to about RM12 million in
2020,” Chow, who is also the

PBAHB and PBAPP chairman,
said.

There was also no water
tariff review in the state in the
year under review (2021).

The water supply industry
in Malaysia is regulated by the
federal government.

In July and December 2020,
the Ministry of Environment
and Water (Kasa) announced
that all water tariff review pro-
posals in Malaysia had been
put on hold because of the neg-
ative socioeconomic effects of
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Chow said, consequently,
PBAPP had to bear a domestic
water subsidy which amounted
to RM97.3 million in 2021.

“This domestic water sub-
sidy was incurred because
Penang’'s average water tariff
for the first 35,000 litres per
month was RM0.32 per 1,000
litres.

“This is the cheapest aver-
age domestic water tariff being
charged in Malaysia.

“Essentially, this means that
PBAPP subsidised every one of
Penang’'s 571,219 registered
domestic consumers for water
consumption up to 35,000 litres
per month in 2021,” he said.



LIGIBLE fishermen in-
Evolved in the Penang

South Islands (PSI) project
will have some good news to
look forward to soon.

They will be receiving modern
boats which are safer and high-
er in capacity in the second half
of this year under the project’s

Social Impact Management
Plan (SIMP).

Penang Infrastructure Cor-
poration (PIC), in a media

statement recently, said the
preparations are underway to
build the first batch of 20 new
boats designed by marine con-
sultant Aaira Marine Consul-
tancy and Services.

PIC chief executive officer
Datuk Seri Farizan Darus said
the provision of new boats and
more powerful engines to the
fishermen demonstrated the
state government’s commit-
ment to empowering fisher-
men; contrary to allegations
by detractors that the fisher-
men’s livelihood would be ad-
versely affected.

“Fishing will continue during
and after PSI's reclamation.
The fishermen themselves
know this, which was why
some had asked the state gov-
ernment for new boats when
the SIMP scheme was being
worked out.

Safer, higher capacity boats
for ellglble PSI fishermen

Mohamad Naser hopes to deliver the order in three months.

“We have now identified a
Penang-based boat maker for
the job. We are targeting to have
the first few boats built and start
delivering them in phases to the
fishermen beginning the end of
next month (July),” he said.

Farizan said the state govern-

ment would also build new jet-
ties equipped with facilities for
Tier 1 fishermen units, and a
250m-wide navigation channel
that allows 24-hour access to
the sea.

However, the jetties can only
be built years from now, as the

PSI islands must be reclaimed
first to provide the new jetties
protection from strong waves.

“As a temporary measure for
Permatang Tepi Laut fishermen
who berth their boats along the
banks of Sungai Bayan Lepas,
the state government would
provide temporary berthing and
storage facilities,” Farizan said.

“Engagements with the fish-
ermen involved are still ongo-
ing to seek their views on the
design of the facilities. We aim
to start work in the third quarter
of this year and complete con-
struction in 12 months.

“I believe this is also a first
for fishermen to receive so ma-
ny benefits under a reclama-
tion project’s mitigation plan,”
he said.

PSI's SIMP, which was formu-
lated by the Penang government
to benefit and bring progress
to the local fishing community,
includes providing new boats
and engines to registered boat
owners (tekong) from the Per-
matang Tepi Laut, Sungai Batu,

Teluk Kumbar, and Gertak Sang-
gul fishermen units in Tier 1.

PIC said that based on the
Penang Fisheries Department
records, 315 boat owners are
eligible to receive the new boats
along with higher-powered four-
stroke engines under the SIMP.

Meanwhile, boat maker Mo-
hamad Naser Talib’s company,
Fibra Marine Manufacturing
and Trading in Butterworth, has
been shortlisted to build the
first 20 boats.

Mohamad Naser said he and
his workers, who have experi-
ence building fishing boats of
20 to 35ft in length, aimed to
finish the order in three months.

He added the PSI project
would give new opportunities
to fishermen and bring them
progress.

“This project can also be
good for tourism. Fishermen
have much to gain. They just
need to open their minds and
see the opportunities.

“If we just stay the same, we
will not progress,” he said.

Women entrepreneur mentoring programme returns

AFTER the success of “Penang
Women Entrepreneur Mentoring
Programme (PWEMP) 2.0”, the
programme is back to transform
the lives of more women.

State executive councillor
Chong Eng said the PWEMP
3.0, which is organised by Pen-
ang Women’s Development Cor-
poration (PWDC), is set to take
place in August.

She said PWEMP is a plat-

form for women entrepre-
neurs to build networks as
well as to provide them with a
good support system.

“To achieve the target of
having 40% of small-medium
enterprises (SMEs) owned by
women by 2030, we need at
least 100,000 women entre-
preneurs.

“Thus, this programme is
among the platforms to help

realise the target,” Chong Eng
said during a press conference
on June 23.

PWEMP is also supported
by WomenBizSENSE, Penang
Women Chamber of Com-
merce (PWCC), JCI Pearl, Na-
tional Association of Women
Entrepreneurs (NAWEM Pulau
Pinang), Pertubuhan Pem-
bangunan Wanita PRIHATIN
Pulau Pinang and Pertubuhan

IKRAM Negeri Pulau Pinang.

Meanwhile, PWDC chief ex-
ecutive officer Ong Bee Leng
hoped that mentees would turn
out to become mentors to con-
tinue empowering women.

“We hope they will pass
down the benefits that they had
gained through the programme
by offering to become mentors.

“There will be two groups as
classes will be conducted in
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English and Bahasa Malaysia.
Each group will consist of 100
mentees,” Ong added.

PWEMP 2.0 mentees Hanna
Hang Cheok Ai, Ganga Devi Ga-
nesh and Yew Su Fen were also
present to share their experi-
ence and knowledge.

Also present was Krista Goon
who is a member of PWDC's
board of directors.

To join the programme, men-
tees must be Penang residents
and 18 years old and above,
with or without SSM registra-
tion, and willing to commit for
four months.

The regjstration fee for in-
dividuals who are from B40 is
RM80 per person and RM300
for the M40,/T20 group.

Individuals who wish to men-
tor the participants must be
passionate to coach the men-
tees and be experienced busi-
ness owners.

The registration for both the
mentees and mentors is open
now. The closing date is July 31.

For  details, call 04
2612835/014-5450640 or
email to projek@pwdc.org.my
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and modern laundry services, the
‘dhoby” was the go-to man to wash
your clothes.

But with most, if not all, traditional
trades, this industry is also dying.

In Penang, even after the last dhoby
calls it a day, the memory of this trade
will live on in an area called Dhoby
Ghaut.

As implied by its name, “dhoby”
means washerman in Hindi, while
“ghaut” means open space.

Hence, Dhoby Ghaut is where age-
old traditional Indian laundry services
are found.

P. Raman, 59, who runs one of the
very last traditional laundry services
in the area, said the business may no
longer exist considering the future gen-
erations that have their lifestyles well-
adapted to current technological ad-
vancements.

“Times have changed, and with the
existence of modern laundry services,
the traditional method surely will not be
inherited by our future generations.

“l took over this business In the late
60s from my father as | was not happy
with my job. Ever since, | have been hap-
pily doing it,” he told Buletin Mutiara in
a recent interview.

“It gives me great pleasure because |
truly enjoy doing what | do. It was start-
ed by my grandfather decades ago, thus
there was very little need to search for
clients because there were already long-
time customers.

“Since day one until today, | still have
the excitement and eagerness to wake
up early in the morning to start my work.

“This is not an easy job as it re-
quires a lot of time, hard work, consis-
tency and most importantly, strength.
Strength because the irons we use
are unlike the modern-day ones, but
heavy and classic ones.

“We will continue to do this for as
long as we have strength in our bodies
because it is a business that will forever
stay close to our hearts,” Raman, who
works with three other people, said.

Raman, who is married with three
children, stays in Farlim.

Asked how many such services are
still available in the area, Raman said
the number has reduced tremendously
to less than five active operators.

“During my father’s days, if I'm not
mistaken, there were more than 100
operators here in the early 1940s,” he
added.

Although modern-day laundry ser-
vices have overtaken the traditional
methods, Raman said the traditional
way of washing clothes will always re-
main unique.

“Here, clothes with heavy stains are
boiled in hot water, stirred and then
splashed onto concrete pavements to
remove tough stains.

“This traditional method of washing
is good for white and silky materials,
as well as sarees. It will also reach the

I ONG before washing machines

Dhoby Ghaut’s ‘human
washmg machmes

Letchumanan. Raman.

dirty parts that modern machines can- &4 '
not reach,” Raman added. ,\‘

Meanwhile, V. Yegabrom, 59, one §
of Raman’s friends, said no one from
this generation was willing to inherit
this business, including his own chil-
dren, who are well-settled in their re-
spective jobs. Letchumanan on his motorbike to

“I have five kids, four are married deliver the clothes to customers.
and one is studying medicine. They told
me not to force them to take up this
business, so | have no choice but to re-
spect their decision,” he said.

Another friend of Raman’s, A. Let-
chumanan, 59, said he has been work-
ing with Raman for over 30 years and [ S
the business has been really good until '.-/ -y
Covid-19 struck. i :

“We were affected during the pan- T —r——
demic too, but we still received orders mhe s e
and were able to sustain, neverthe- cjassic, traditional iron used by
less,” he said. Raman and his friends.

-

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 3/2022

0

Kamardakuan dllunjung

V==

llustrasi Anda

HADIAH
Pertama: RM700

Kedua: RM500
Ketiga: RM300

'PENANG

Terma dan syarat

1. Penyartaan terbuka kepada mereka yang bansia 13 tahun dan ke atas,

2, Babas menggunakan sobarang jenis bahan masama.

3, Saix kertas lukisan adalah A3 (19.7 om x 24 cm).

4, Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan,
5

&

. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

. Setiap sot penyertaan porlu bertemakan, “Kemerdckaan dijunjung Warizan dikekalkan
= llustrasi Anda” dan berserta dengan lu;rPenruZMD dan Bulekin Mutiara,

7. Borang butiran maklurmnat peribadi pesena peclu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.
B. Fenyertaan ahll keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah,
9. Semua karya adaloh hak milik penganjur.

10, Sebarang pertaryaan, sila hubungi (4-650 5704 / 04650 5155,

1. Alamathan samua borang penyertaan kepada:
Bulatin Mutiara,

Pq&fdl"?trl Melukis Poster - 3/2022,
Komtar, 10503 Pulau Pinang.

Mo. Telefon: (Rumah)
(Bimbit)
Emel

(Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap.)
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

m 04-2260218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

No Tel/ No Faks

04 - 649 3976
04 - 649 3976

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah

No Tel/ No Faks

T)

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

(
gn 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-576 7606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh
h npoh nan: v.my:;

pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
j ingh nan v.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04- 5211106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ST% 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

sT% 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ET% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 6912548
016 - 4152548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

ST 04 -250 1522
F) 04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

m 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
agirtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(M)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 548 4541
F) 04 - 548 4541

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Zulkifli lbrahim ]
n21adunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

Hotline
T) 04-291 0123

04 -6427777

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

DAP PENANG HQ
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org

04 - 228 8482
04-228 8514

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa
gidarawa54@yahoo.com

(T) 019 - 338 2668

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman
hajifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Muhammad Fitri Termizi

fitritermizi@amanah.org.my

(T) 011 -3112 7702

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340
EPF

SOCSO

l’i"_\"\

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

S SONNUNNS

ANENSNNN

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

ﬁ penanglawancovid19

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

=) Make Covid-19 Immunisation Programme a Success
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Fruitful

symposium
on unity

ENANG has been a bea-
Pcon of unity and toler-

ance for Malaysia and it
will continue being so.

“In Penang, we aspire to be
a City of Harmony where reli-
gions and traditions are prac-
tised freely and openly.

“We’re indeed very fortu-
nate because we have dif-
ferent cultural celebrations
happening at our doorstep for
us to find out and learn more
about them.

“It is in the state’s best in-
terest to grow together towards
unity in diversity,” Chong Eng,
state executive councillor for
Social Development and non-
Islamic Religious Affairs, said
in her speech at the Unity Sym-
posium held at Penang Harmo-
ny Centre (Harmonico) in Jalan

Scotland on June 18.

Presenters from different
faith groups shared their faith
that can contribute to peace
and also discussed how diver-
sity can be celebrated through
education in Malaysia.

The programme was initiated
by Chong Eng’s office with the
support of organising partners
Article 19 and Projek Dialog.

“We're delighted to work
with Article 19 and Projek
Dialog towards promoting di-
versity and inclusivity among
Malaysians, and celebrating
freedom of expression at the
same time.

“While we want to have the
right to speak or express, it
has to come with responsibil-
ity. Not the right or freedom to
defame anyone or hurt others

Chong Eng (seated, centre) posing with the organising committee members and
participants of the Unity Symposium.

untruthfully.

“Let’'s start with acknowl-
edging that there are differenc-
es between religions. Then, we
must respect those differenc-
es, focus on our shared values
and from there, we will be on
the high road to Pulau Pinang,
a City of Harmony,” she added.

Chong Eng said since Har-
monico was set up in March
2021 by the state government,
it has been conducting events
and programmes to establish
itself as a safe platform for in-
ter-faith dialogue and exchange
among communities in Penang.

For instance, last year Har-
monico organised Peace 21,
an online forum titled “What
Can You Do to Bring Peace?”.

Chong Eng said from the
discussion, they concluded

that there are mutual values
across religions.

“Compassion and empathy
are the values that transcend
across all religions and these are
the values we want to promote
through Harmonico,” she said.

Also present were Harmo-
nico manager Paul Au, Harmo-
nico public relations coordina-
tor Lau Bei Jie, Harmonico pro-
gramme executive Wan Atikah,
Article 19 representatives Na-
lini Elumalai and Cheryl Lee,
Projek Dialog representatives
Khadijah Mohd Zainal and
Victoria Cheng, and represen-
tatives from several religious
organisations.

Nalini thanked the state gov-
ernment and Harmonico for
the collaboration with Article
19 and Projek Dialog for hold-

ing the symposium.

“The irony is today (June
18) is the International Day
for Countering Hate Speech
which is celebrated by the
United Nations every June 18
from this year.

“Countering hate speech,
we believe, is a whole society
approach. We talk to all stake-
holders in society to promote
and create a society that is
inclusive and free of hate and
discrimination based on who
we are and what we believe.

“We can build a society that
can agree to disagree. Coexist
but also accept and be kind to
one other. We can build a soci-
ety where we can speak about
the differences on a more
comfortable platform,” Nalini
said in her speech.

Selangor exco man commends
Penang govt for flood aid

SELANGOR executive councillor
V. Ganabatirau thanked the Pen-
ang government for lending a
hand during the massive floods
in November last year.

The Kota Kemuning assem-
blyman, who heads the Selangor
Socio-Economic  Development
Community Welfare and Worker
Empowerment Committee, con-
veyed his appreciation to Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow during
a courtesy visit to the latter's of-
fice in Komtar on June 17.

“I would like to say special
thanks to CM Chow for the as-
sistance rendered by the Pen-
ang government. They sent
boats and volunteers.

“l also remember my constit-
uency received four lorry loads
of groceries,” Ganabatirau said.

Also present were Penang
Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof Dr
P. Ramasamy, Bagan Dalam as-
semblyman Satees Muniandy,
Ganabatirau’s team members
Surender Raj, Dinesh Selvarajoo
and Kamalanathan Chellapan.

Ganabatirau and his delega-
tion were in Penang to share
ideas on their |- Seed pro-

gramme with representatives of
the Penang government.

The |-Seed programme is one
of Selangor’s efforts to improve
the economic status of targeted
groups.

Chow thanked Ganabatirau
and his delegation for their visit.

He added that most of the
items sent to the flood victims
were contributed by the corpo-
rate sector.

Chow presenting a memento to Ganabatirau. With them are Ramasamy ( right and Satees (Iéft).

Pasai apa Pakcik
tak dapat lagi sumbangan tunai
i-Sejahtera ni? Dah dva tahun
dah tak dapat.

.
S

Bayaran tunai
ditangguhkan sebab COVID-19,
Pakcik. Pembayaran hanya dapat

dibuat ke akaun bank pemohon
yang memilih kaedah pembayaran
pindahan wang secara
elektronik (EFT).

PROGRAM l-SEJAHTERA

Pembayaran secara tunai terpaksa ditangguhkan bagi
mengurangkan risiko penularan wabak COVID-19

Pakcik baru tau. Ha, Pakcik ada

nombor akaun bank. Macam

pembayaran tunai

mana Pakcik nak tukar kaedah

Log in pemohon di
portal i-Sejahtera, kemaskini
maklumat bank dan pilih kaedah

“JON TUKAR KE EFT..

KEMASKINI MAKLUMAT AKAUN BANK Di LAMAN WEB SIS'I'EM

?
i EET-t; pembayaran secara EFT. Kemudian, muat

naik dokumen akaun bank terkini untuk
pastikan akaun bank yang dikemukakan
itu masih aktif. Itu saja Pakcik.
Mudah kan?

FSEJAHTERA DAN MUAT NAIK PENYATA AKAUN BANK TERKINI
BAGI MEMBOLEHKAN BAYARAN DIBUAT TERUS KE AKAUN

http://isejahtera.penang.gov.my




CM: Intensify
industry-academic

collaboration

uStory by Kevin Vimal

HERE is an undeniable
Tneed to foster greater

collaboration  between
industries and universities in
Penang as it is a gateway to
stay relevant and competitive
in an era moving rapidly to-
wards high-end technological
advancements.

“The state hopes to have
more graduates with an eye
on grabbing the Industrial
Revolution 4.0 by the horns
and building the digital worlds
of tomorrow.

“This is important so that
we continue to produce in-
dividuals that will contribute
greatly to the state’s econo-
my while creating a place for
themselves in today’s highly
competitive era,” Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow said in his
speech when officially launch-
ing the University of Wollon-
gong (UOW) Malaysia KDU, Ba-
tu Kawan campus on June 16.

The 10-acre campus officially
started its virtual classes in ear-
ly 2020, but facetoface teach-
ing and learning only started in
April this year.

Chow said UOW Malaysia
KDU would play a crucial role in

producing talents of tomorrow
that would heavily complement
the demands of the evolving in-
dustries.

“Batu Kawan is home to
more than 30 multinational cor-
porations (MNCs) and large lo-
cal companies (LLCs) engaged
in hitech manufacturing and re-
search and development.

“Linked to the island via the
Sultan Abdul Halim Muadzam
Shah Bridge, the Batu Kawan
Industrial Park’s proximity to
the Penang International Air-
port makes it ideal for hi-tech
manufacturers to ship out
complex products and compo-
nents by air.

“And now, the presence of
a hitech university campus will
add even more geographic ad-
vantage to the industrial com-
munity here,” Chow added.

Offering a variety of foun-
dation to postgraduate pro-
grammes in various disciplines,
the campus can accommodate
3,500 students.

Meanwhile, UOW vice-chan-
cellor Prof Patricia Davidson
said Batu Kawan serves as an
ideal and strategic location that
can ensure steady growth for
the campus to produce gradu-
ates that are industry-driven

and highly competitive to meet
today’s crucial demands.

“We intend to leverage on this
proximity to promote research
and project collaboration with
the key industry players in the
BKIP,” she said.

Also present was UOW Ma
laysia chairman Noel Cornish,
who said the campus is ready to
work even closer with industry
players to ensure students are
given the proper and suitable
training before they head out to
the real world.

UOW is an Australian public
university located near Syd-
ney and is considered one of
the best modern universities
in the world.

Also present during the cer-
emony were Deputy Chief Min-
ister Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy,
state Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin, state Youth
and Sports Committee chair-
man Soon Lip Chee, Bukit
Tambun assemblyman Goh
Choon Aik, Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang, UOW Malay-
sia KDU chancellor Datuk Seri
Dr Michael Yam Kong Choy
and UOW Malaysia KDU chief
executive officer Jennifer Ng.

Supporting a Conduc:lve healing enwronment

PATIENTS undergoing haemodi-
alysis at the Penang CAT Dialysis
Centre (southwest) in Balik Pulau
can now have their treatment in
comfort after the Buddhist Tzu-
Chi Merits Society Malaysia con-
tributed four single-seater hae-
modialysis sofas to the centre.

The society’s commissioner
in Penang, Datuk Khoo Boo
Leong, said Tzu-Chi was con-
cerned for the needs of the
patients who are seeking treat-
ment at the centre.

“We received an appeal from
the centre to replace the haemo-
dialysis sofas which are old and
damaged.

“We hope that with the new
sofas, the patients can undergo
their treatment comfortably and

-

feel at ease,” he told Buletin Mu-  Khoo inspecting the condition of the single-seater haemodialysis
sofas. Pix courtesy of Buddhist Tzu-Chi Merits Society Malaysia

tiara on June 17.

Ong (left) and Rayer showing the posters to promote the
badminton tourney.

Calling all wannabe
badminton stars

THE Batu Lanchang constitu-
ency will be organising its first
badminton tournament on
Aug 13 and 14 in a bid to find
emerging talents in the sports.

Participation is open to Pen-
angites or those working or
studying in the state. They can
show their working or studying
passes if they are keen to join.

Batu Lanchang assembly-
man Ong Ah Teong, who an-
nounced the upcoming two-day
tournament, expressed his
gratitude to joint-organisers
Art Sport Tournament & Event
Marketing, Taman Ara Vil
lage Community Management
Council (MPKK) and Batu Lan-
chang’s Youth Committee.

“The tournament, support-
ed by my service centre and
Jelutong parliamentary ser-
vice centre, will take place at
the Batu Lanchang Community
Hall at 9am.

“We hope to see more par-
ticipation from the people,
especially after the easing of
restrictions,” he told reporters
at the Batu Lanchang Market
on June 16.

There are a total of three
categories for the upcoming
badminton tournament. It in-
cludes the Under-16 category,
Open category, and Invitation
from the parliamentary, state

assemblymen and MPKK ser-
vice centres category.

Registration fee for the Un-
der-16 category is RM60 per
person for the boys’ singles
(32 entries) while it is RM120
for the boys’ doubles (16 en-
tries).

For the Open category, the
fees are RM120 for men’s
doubles (32 entries) and
mixed doubles (16 entries) re-
spectively.

For the invitation from the
parliamentary, state assem-
blymen and MPKK service cen-
tres category, it is RM60 for a
team (32 entries).

Closing date for registra-
tion is July 24 at 10pm. Reg-
istration can be made through
Google Form (https://t.ly/
LMuf) or online transfer to Pub-
lic Bank at 322-680-7416

The payment receipt can
be sent via WhatsApp to 011-
56515839 after payment is
made.

Also present were Jelutong
MP R.S.N Rayer, Art Sport
Tournament & Event Market-
ing representative Khaw Yong
Chun and Batu Lanchang's
Youth Committee chairman
Ooi Yew Tien.

For further information, call
Choo at 01156515839 /
010-8744308.
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ESIDES being a famous
Btourist spot, Penang has

the potential to be a fa
vourite destination for wedding
events as well.

Speaking to Buletin Mutiara
recently, Bukit Tambun assem-
blyman Goh Choon Aik (pix in-
set) said The Ship Campus in
Batu Kawan can become one of
the preferred places for a wed-
ding ceremony.

“The campus’ sunset deck
located on the upper floor of the
building is suitable to hold such
a romantic event, especially with
a scenic view at night.

“On top of that, the space at
the deck also allows guests to
mingle freely and enjoy them-
selves.

“Hence, The Ship Campus
in Batu Kawan is one of the
preferred venues to hold a big-
scale event,” he said when at-
tending a wedding reception at
The Ship Campus.

The Ship Campus in Batu
Kawan, which is located at the
Batu Kawan Industrial Park
(BKIP), is a fast-growing edu-
cation institution with an iconic
building.

The campus was built to
support BKIP’s growth, includ-
ing offering Technical and Vo-
cational Education and Train-

The Ship Campus

taps

into wedding market

The Ship Campus has been one of th
favourite places for events to be held.

ing (TVET) programmes.

Goh said those who hold
their wedding events at the
campus can bring in their re-
spective caterers.

“We want to spread the word
that Penang can be an attraction
for wedding tourism,” he said.

When met, the campus
Event and Sales manager
Lee Siew Chin said the cam-
pus was proud to hold its first
wedding reception.

“It is something unique as
we believe that we are the
first campus in the state to
hold such an event.

“We not only provide a nice
venue for couples to tie the knot,
but also a comfortable venue for
Meetings, Incentives, Confer-
ences and Exhibitions (MICE).

“Many of the corporations
nearby the BKIP have chosen us
as their ideal venue to hold such
events due to our strategic loca-
tion,” she added.

New life for long-abandoned resort

THE plan to resurrect the for-
mer five-star Penang Mutiara
Beach Resort in Teluk Bahang
after it was closed down for the
past 16 years signifies interna-
tional investor’s confidence in
the Penang tourism industry,
says state Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin.

IHG Hotels & Resorts (IHG),
one of the world’s largest luxury
hotel chains, and Tradewinds
Corporation Berhad, the owner
of the former Penang Mutiara
Beach Resort, recently signed a
deal to transform the hotel and
get it up and running.

Yeoh said the state govern-
ment would help them facilitate
the plans required to be submit-
ted to the local authorities, add-
ing that the renovation works
were expected to be completed
in 2025.

“Their partnership shows
their trust in the Penang tour-
ism sector, although business
was impacted by Covid-19 for
the last two years.

“Penang has shown resil-
ience for tourism sustainability
and the ability to bounce back.

“The destiny of this hotel

has been a topic of discussion
among the locals and industry
players for 16 years.

“Finally, we are delighted to
see its return, and also can’t
wait to witness its revitalisation
in partnership with the world’s
leading hospitality industry
player, IHG Group,” Yeoh said
during a press conference in
Komtar on June 22.

“Definitely the presence of
IHG’s brand is totally on par
with the Penang2030 vision
and Penang Tourism Master
Plan to elevate the state’s tour-
ism industry.

“In the transition to endemic-
ity, our state has immediately
attracted international invest-
ment, given that Penang is a
prosperous investment desti-
nation that leverages on a ma-
tured tourism ecosystem,” he
added.

The hotel, which was closed
down on March 27, 2006 for
“renovation until further no-
tice”, may be given a new name.

Malaysian Association of Ho-
tels (MAH) Penang chairman To-
ny Goh said they are happy and
excited about the revitalisation
of the hotel.

Strong crowd expected at Matta Fair Penang 2022

IF response to the last Matta
Fair Penang is any indication,
then the Malaysian Association
of Tour and Travel Agents (Mat-
ta) Penang Chapter is expecting
to welcome thousands of visi-
tors to this year's event.

The signature event will be
held at the Setia SPICE Arena
on Aug 20 and 21.

Organising chairman Caro-
lyn Leong said the association
expected to receive a strong
crowd as international borders
in various countries had opened
or had begun to open.

“Many people are keen to
travel after more than two years
of restriction, and Matta Fair
Penang is a one-stop platform
for all travel products.

“The fair will showcase do-
mestic and international desti-
nations. We have received great
response from various tourism
industry segments, such as
hoteliers, theme parks, family
attractions, cruises, transport
operators, state tourism board,
national tourism board, airlines,
and our creative inbound and
outbound travel agents.

“We understand that some
people may prefer to travel clos-

YSIAN ASSOCIATION O
R & TRAVEL AGENTS
f'e National Travel Asscciatior

Mathew (right) and Leong hope for a strong response to the
Matta Fair Penang 2022.

er to home for now. Countries
such as Thailand, South Korea,
Japan, Australia, Indonesia, and
Vietnam are among the popular
destinations,” she said.

Matta Penang Chapter
chairman Vergis Mathew said
the association was surprised
when 101 booths out of the
160 available booths for the
Matta Fair Penang 2022 were
taken up just three weeks af-
ter they were launched.

“The last Matta Fair Penang
was held in 2019 and we re-
ceived about 24,000 visitors
over three days. Matta Fair

Penang 2019 recorded about
RM30 million in sales,” he
told a media conference at the
Matta Penang Chapter office
in Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah
on June 23.

Mathew said there are some
slight changes this year.

“The event will only take
place for two days and it will
only be held at the Arena lev-
el,” he said.

Malaysia Airlines (MAS) is
the official airline for the Mat-
ta Fair Penang 2022 and has
contributed air tickets for the
"Buyer’s Draw".
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