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Industrial Park (BKIP) when a leading

global medical technology company
officially opened its much-anticipated,
high-technology manufacturing facility
on June 28.

Smith + Nephew Malaysia site leader
and managing director Mark Arthun said
the new plant located at Persiaran Cas-
sia Selatan 8 in BKIP is the company’s
first manufacturing facility in Penang
and Southeast Asia.

“The 250,000sq ft facility, at a cost of
about US$50 million, will primarily sup-
port the company’s orthopaedics fran-
chise which has been growing strongly
in the Asia-Pacific regjon.

“This is an incredible and exciting
project for us because we believe Pen-
ang is strategically located as a manu-
facturing hub. And this enables us to
further expand our operations.

“The new manufacturing facility is ex-
pected to create up to 800 jobs in the
next five years, with available positions
in various departments such as engi-
neering, supply chain, quality human
resources, finance, logistics and many
more.

“And from the 800 new jobs to be
created, only a small number will be ex-
pats because we want the facility here
to be managed by locals.

“We are very grateful for the strong
support from the federal government,
Penang government and other relevant
agencies.

“We look forward to working with all
of you to achieve great success,” Art-
hun said in his speech at the opening
ceremony.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who
was present, said Penang is excited
and proud to welcome Smith + Nephew
here.

“My sincere congratulations to the
Smith + Nephew team and all those in-

IT was another first for the Batu Kawan

i

Arthun (left) briefing Chow, Abdul Halim (third from left) and Goh (fourth from
left) about the new facility operations during the tour session.
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The view of the new Smith + Nephew facility in Batu Kawan Industrial Park.

volved for their dedication and hard work
in achieving this milestone.

“With global revenues of US$5.2 bil-
lion in 20241, Smith + Nephew is among
the 30 largest medical device firms in
the world.

“It is a leading global MedTech com-
pany that specialises in orthopaedics,
sports medicine, ear, nose, throat and
advanced wound management sub-seg-
ments,” he said.

Chow said the medical device seg-

ment, driven by innovation and cutting-
edge technologies, is a critical and fast-
growing segment within the healthcare
industry.

“It is estimated that by 2023, the
Asia Pacific MedTech market will exceed
that of the European Union (EU) and be-
come the second-largest in the world.

“Consequently, a plethora of industry
leaders hope to establish manufactur-
ing facilities in Asia to meet the rapidly
growing demand, with Penang being one
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MedTech giant opens
facility in Batu Kawan

of the preferred locations.

“Dubbed as the Silicon Valley of the
East, Penang (thanks to its robust in-
dustrial ecosystem) not only enables
the state to accelerate breakthroughs
in the electrical and electronics (E&E) in-
dustry but further entrench its position
as a medical device hub in the regjon.

“l am proud to note that Penang has
the highest concentration of medical
technology companies in Malaysia and
Southeast Asia,” he said.

Also present during the opening cere-
mony were state Entrepreneurial Devel-

opment, Trade and Industry Committee
chairman Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain,
Bukit Tambun assemblyman Goh Choon
Aik, InvestPenang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian and Chief Minister’s
special investment adviser Datuk Seri
Lee Kah Choon.

Founded in Hull, United Kingdom, in
1856, Smith + Nephew currently oper-
ates in more than 100 countries and
specialises in surgical implants and ad-
vanced wound care products.
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N July 4, water from the
orlash flood that hit Kam-
pung lboi in Kupang, Ke-
dah, was said to flow through
Sungai Kupang into Sungai Ketil
(one of the tributaries of Sungai
Muda).

The next day, on July 5, the
raw water quality from Sungai
Muda was still acceptable and
the Sungai Dua water treatment
plant (WTP) was operating at
100% capacity.

However, at 6am on July 6,
the turbidity of raw water from
Sungai Muda reached an abnor-
mally high level of 3,000 NTU
(nephelometric turbidity units),
which is considered “unsafe”.

The normal turbidity of raw
water from Sungai Muda should
be below 1,000 NTU.

NTU is used to measure the
presence of suspended par-
ticles or matter in water.

In an exclusive interview with
Buletin Mutiara, Penang Wa
ter Supply Corporation (PBAPP)
chief executive officer Datuk
Jaseni Maidinsa recalled the
fateful incident in which he had
to declare an emergency.

Tell us what happened when
PBAPP first noticed the abnor-
mally high level of turbidity of
raw water from Sungai Muda?
Jaseni: We had our meetings.
We have a Water Crisis Team,
and we activated the ‘Bilik Ger-
akan’ to manage the crisis. Our
Water Crisis Team met several
times to strategise and come
out with the best solution to
manage the situation.

We did not plan or schedule
the shutdown of the Sungai Dua
WTP. When the turbidity of the
raw water from Sungai Muda
was recorded as unsafe for two
hours, a critical water engineer-
ing decision had to be made.

What measures were taken?

Jaseni: | had to declare an emer-
gency. A total of 415 PBAPP
personnel from various depart-
ments, including me, had our an-
nual leave approvals withdrawn.
Nobody went on leave, and we
had to cancel our Hari Raya

Haji plans. The departments in-
volved were operations, produc-
tion, facilities, command centre
and the corporate affairs team.
All of us worked non-stop for six
days to ensure that water con-
sumers got their water as soon
as possible.

Why did it take so long to notify
consumers?
Jaseni: The Sungai Dua WTP is
the largest in Malaysia. It can
produce 1,228 million litres per
day (MLD) of water. It is a mas-
sive treatment plant and if we
need to shut down this massive
treatment plant that is supplying
about 80% of the raw water to
Penang, we must plan properly.
In addition, we have 95 boost-
er pumping stations to shut all
over Penang. Before we shut the
Sungai Dua WTP, we must shut
the pumping stations, or the
pumps will be damaged.

Why did it take so long to nor-
malise water supply in the
state?

Jaseni: We have 59 treated
water reservoirs and 42 water
towers in Penang. They have to
be filled with sufficient water be-
fore the pumping stations can
be restarted to pump water to
the consumers. Our operations
teams have to check every pipe-
line that is supplying water to the
95 booster pumps to remove the
‘air lock’. About 4,696km of pipe-
lines (100mm and above) have
been laid to deliver water supply
to about 660,000 registered wa-
ter consumers in Penang.

THE Penang Water Supply
Corporation (PBAPP) had no
choice but to shut down the
Sungai Dua water treatment
plant (WTP) on July 6 when the
turbidity level of raw water from
Sungai Muda was too high.

The Sungai Muda raw water
supply then was unsafe.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said it was not that PBAPP
refused to operate the Sungai
Dua WTP.

“It was not because PBAPP
did not want to operate the Sun-
gai Dua WTP back then, but the

Everything must be done sys-
tematically. The 95 pumping sta-
tions are under PBAPP excluding
the private ones in gated con-
dos and so on which have their
own pumps. There were also
incidences of burst pipes, and
we have to isolate the area to
conduct repair works. That also
caused the delay.

How is water from the Sungai
Dua WTP distributed?

Jaseni: Water from the Sungai
Dua WTP is transported through
three submarine pipelines. We
have to build up enough pres-
sure for the water to reach the
Bukit Dumbar pumping station.
Once the suction pressure is
sufficient, only then can we start
the pump. If not, the pump will
be damaged.

We have several critical
pumping stations — the Bukit
Dumbar pumping station, Bukit
Minyak, Bukit Gedung and the
Teluk Kumbar pumping station.

Once the Bukit Dumbar pump
starts, it will then distribute wa-
ter to the Bukit Gedung pumping

station which then pushes water
to Teluk Kumbar, Gertak Sang-
gul and so on.

Finally, the Teluk Kumbar
pumping station pumps water to
certain areas in Balik Pulau, like
those near the Balik Pulau town-
ship, Jalan Bukit Penara, Balik
Pulau bus terminal, Pondok Up-
eh, and Pulau Betong.

Other areas in Balik Pulau
such as Titi Teras, Jalan Baru,
Sungai Rusa, and Kuala Sun-
gai Pinang do not depend on
water from Sungai Muda and,
therefore, the consumers there
were not affected by the recent
water disruption. The areas are
supplied by the Sungai Pinang
WTP and from the Teluk Bahang
pumping station.

What is the role of the Air Itam
Dam, Teluk Bahang Dam, and
the Mengkuang Dam?

Jaseni: The water from the Air
[tam Dam and Teluk Bahang
Dam supply water to their re-
spective areas. That was why
areas such as in Pulau Tikus,
Kebun Bunga, Tanjung Tokong,

V/.
Tanjung Bungah, Batu Ferringhi,
Teluk Bahang and some parts of
Balik Pulau were not affected by
the recent water disruption. The
water supply in these areas is
not from the Sungai Dua WTP,
but from the respective dams.

The Sungai Dua WTP was
shut down from 8am to noon on
July 6. The water from the Meng-
kuang Dam was used to ‘dilute’
the high turbid raw water from
entering the Sungai Dua WTP for
us to restart the treatment plant
early.

After we restarted the Sungai
Dua WTP, the pumping system
pushed water from the plant
to Penang island and towards
south Seberang Perai. PBAPP
did not ‘selectively’ pump water
to any area following the inci-
dent. Treated water was pumped
via an existing pipeline network
with booster pumping stations.
Pipeline configuration, proxim-
ity to major pipelines or booster
pumping stations and elevation,
and density of consumers and
pipelines in an area are key fac-
tors for ‘normalisation’.

Penang prioritises safety of water consumers

plant could not operate due to
the turbidity level of the raw wa-
ter was too high,” he said.

It was reported that the Sun-
gai Dua WTP was shut down
from 8am to noon on July 6.

The shutdown caused water
supply disruption in most parts
of Penang for six days.

“PBAPP was also impacted
by this incident which originat-
ed from the Baling flash flood
in Kedah.

“Over 400 PBAPP personnel

worked for six days to ensure
that water consumers got their
supply as soon as possible.
The mobilisation of machinery
throughout the period also in-
volved cost which impacted
PBAPP,” Chow replied to a ques-
tion by a reporter on July 15.
The reporter had asked
Chow about a political party’s
proposal for domestic water
users and those in the manu-
facturing sector affected by
the recent water crisis in Pen-

ang to be given a rebate.
Chow said the Penang gov-
ernment took note of the pro-

posal.
Chow added that PBAPP has
given sufficient information

about the recent water crisis in
Penang through statements on
its Facebook page.

“Perhaps, there is a weak-
ness in terms of communica-
tion. The relevant information
should have been delivered to
the public earlier."



uStory by Christopher Tan

FTER six days of hard
Awork, the water sup-

ply for all of Penang’s
660,000 consumers was nor-
malised on July 11.

However, Penangites are now
concerned with the possible re-
currence of this major water dis-
ruption.

In an exclusive interview with
Buletin Mutiara, Penang Wa-
ter Supply Corporation (PBAPP)
chief executive officer Datuk
Jaseni Maidinsa said such an
incident must not happen again.

“You must nip it in the bud. It
should have been stopped from
the very beginning. What is hap-
pening now is that we are still
‘reacting’ after an incident oc-
curred, instead of preventing it
from happening.”

What are the contingency
plans to prevent another Sun-
gai Muda raw water issue?
Jaseni: The federal government
must play its role and establish
the Ulu Muda Basin Authority
(Umba) or its equivalent, to con-
serve, manage, and protect the
entire Sungai Muda basin and
its catchment area (Ulu Muda)
as a Northern Corridor Eco-
nomic Region asset for Perlis,
Kedah, and Penang.

The Penang Chief Minister
has written to the minister in
charge of this matter but until
now, there has been no positive
reaction. The proposal to set up
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Umba can stop ‘triple threats’

Umba is by the PBAPPP and the
Penang government.

Water consumers must know
that we are also facing ‘triple
threats’ — logging in Ulu Muda,
the new Kulim airport and aer-
otropolis on the land adjacent
to Sungai Muda, and the rare
earth elements mining in Ulu
Muda — which will affect the raw
water quality of Sungai Muda.

The federal government is
the only authority that can set
up Umba to stop the above-men-
tioned ‘triple threats’.

What would
happen if
nothing is
done to pre-
vent the ‘tri-
ple threats’? \
Jaseni: The risk

of another
Sungai
Muda raw
water is- |
sue is in- |
creased
four-
fold. |

would say the risk of a possible
recurrence is very high. We
have repeatedly stated that any
mishap involving Sungai Muda
or Ulu Muda will affect the wa-
ter supply in Kedah and Penang.
That is why we are pushing for
Umba to be set up.

Taking care of Ulu Muda and
Sungai Muda will also benefit
Kedah. During the recent Sun-
gai Muda raw water issue, Ke-
dah had to shut down five of its
water treatment plants because
they also draw raw water from
Sungai Muda. But you do not
hear much news about Kedah.
Penang is always the ‘blue-
,eyed boy’. People love to
talk about Penang because
we are the benchmark.

Penang Water Supply;
Corporation (PBAPP)
chief executive officer,
Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa.

How can we reduce our depen-
dence on Sungai Muda?
Jaseni: We have identified and
completed a study on the Sun-
gai Perak Raw Water Transfer
Scheme (SPRWTS) project in
2009 to reduce our depen-
dence on Sungai Muda. Sungai
Perak is the future water source
for Penang.

We tabled the study to the
regulator, National Water Ser-
vices Commission (SPAN), and
it has approved it. We tabled the
study to the ministry, and it also
approved it in 2012.

But we could not get an
agreement from Perak. Hence,
the project has been delayed for
almost 11 years now.

How can SPRWTS help Pen-
ang?

Jaseni: The water from Sungai
Perak comes from the south,
which is geographically good.
This is because we can ‘split’
the water supply areas into
two. The Sungai Dua WTP does
not need to transfer water all
the way to south Seberang Pe-
rai (SPS). It can send water to
north and central Seberang Pe-
rai while Sungai Perak can sup-
ply water to SPS.

Moreover, the water from
Sungai Muda is enough for Pen-
ang until 2025. Sungai Muda
cannot provide additional water
beyond 2025. This is if we pro-
tect the water catchment area
and the Ulu Muda basin to en-
sure that the water supply does

NEWS™“

not reduce.

We must get water from
somewhere else, either from
Sungai Perak or via desalination
of seawater, beyond 2025.

If the SPRWTS goes through,
we do not have to do water de-
salination so much. If SPRWTS
comes slightly later, then we
have to do some desalina-
tion, perhaps a ‘hybrid’. And if
SPRWTS does not materialise,
then we have to do desalination
all the way.

How will desalination affect
Penang and its consumers?
Jaseni: We try not to do water
desalination because surface
water treatment of Sungai Perak
will cost much lower. When the
treatment cost is much lower,
the burden to raise the water
tariff is also lesser, and there-
fore the burden on Penangites
is lesser.

Desalination is our ‘worst-
case scenario’ plan, in case the
SPRWTS project does not mate-
rialise.

Desalination uses electric-
ity and more chemicals. If your
raw water quality is as good
as the water in Mengkuang
Dam, then the cost of the
treatment process is cheaper
because you use fewer chemi-
cals. When the water turbidity
is high, you must use more
chemicals to treat it and chem-
icals are expensive.

*Turn to pg 4

WATER is an essential as-
set for health, society, and
the economy, but it was not
included in both the federal
government’s RM77.3 billion
subsidies on consumer ne-
cessities and RM332.1 bil-
lion Budget 2022 (which has
an allocation for the Covid-19
Fund), says Penang Water
Supply Corporation (PBAPP)
chief executive officer Datuk
Jaseni Maidinsa.

Jaseni said PBAPP agreed
with the federal government’s
decision to maintain electricity
and water tariffs in the penin-
sula.

“We agree that it may not
be a good time to raise the
tariff during this Covid-19 pe-
riod. However, when subsidies
were given, why was water ex-
cluded?

“The RM77.3 billion sub-
sidy expenditure could include

Call to include water in ‘subsidy baskets’

consumer necessities such as
cooking oil, petrol, electricity,
and others, but not water?

“Even the RM332.1 billion
Budget 2022 allocation which
has an allocation for the Co-
vid-19 Fund, did not include a
subsidy for water operators in
the country,” he said, adding
that water should be included
in both ‘subsidy baskets’.

Jaseni said the federal gov-
ernment wanted water opera-
tors, such as PBAPP, to meet
its key performance index
(KPI).

“We must ensure that the
water supply quality complies
with the Health Ministry (MoH).

“We submitted our busi-
ness plan to meet your KPI. We
need that amount of money to
finance the water projects to

meet the KPI, and that amount
can only be derived from the
tariff review.

“We need the tariff review
not to increase PBAPP’s profit,
but to finance those projects.

“Since the federal govern-
ment has decided to maintain
the electricity and water tariffs
in the peninsula, it should also
give us the subsidy just as it
has allocated for Tenaga Nasi-
onal Berhad (TNB).

“The subsidy should be
based on the differential
amount between if we obtain
the tariff review and the cur-
rent tariff,” he said in an inter-
view recently.

Jaseni said the services of
water operators could drop be-
cause they might not have suf-
ficient funds to finance water

supply projects.

“For example, PBAPP re-
quires over RM775.3 million
to finance water projects that
are in its three-year business
plan. Where can it get the
funds to do that?

“This is our situation, we
are struggling. Without suffi-
cient funds, we cannot finance
new projects.

“We can just spend money
on OpEx (operating expendi-
ture) because we need the
money to repair pipes, replace
the meters and mechanical
equipment too.

“Let me be honest, there
is even a water operator that
does not have the money to
change the meters.

“I have highlighted the mat-
ter to the state government,

and argued with the water
regulator and the ministry,” he
said.

Jaseni stressed the impor-
tance of water supply.

“Without water, you cannot
drive the economy. How are
the hotels and factories going
to operate without water? One
of the main reasons why Pen-
ang was able to recover quickly
after we entered the Covid-19
endemic phase was because
we have good water supply.

“Secondly, how can we
fight Covid-19 without water?
People are told to constantly
wash their hands to prevent
Covid-19 infections.

“Water is a very important
asset and yet, it is not given
the proper respect, dignity,
and value,” he added.
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$ the first private col-
lege in Penang when
it started 35 years

ago, Disted College is provid-
ing further opportunities for
students by establishing a
strategic partnership with the
prestigious University of Can-
terbury in New Zealand.

An announcement on their
collaboration was made at the
Disted College in Macalister
Road recently.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who was among the guests
invited, said the higher educa-
tion sector plays an invaluable
role in realising Malaysia’s tar-
get of becoming a high-income
nation.

He added that Malaysia’s
position as an education hub
is consolidated further through
initiatives such as the Disted-UC
collaboration.

“I am confident that such
synergy will not only contrib-
ute towards achieving the as-
pirations contained within the
Malaysian Education Blueprint
2015-2025 but one that will
also complement Penang’s 50
years of industrial excellence
and beyond.

“Penang is an ideal place to
live and study, as evidenced by
the increasing number of foreign
students who choose to make
this state their home away from
home. It is hoped that this col-
laboration will attract students
from across Southeast Asia and
the world to study in Penang
before proceeding to higher-
level studies,” Chow said in his
speech on June 28.

“The college's establish-
ment of a partnership with the

Propellmg Dlsted forward
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Chow (centre), together with Dunn (right), Imrie (second from right), Burrowes (second from left) and Siti Karina (left), at the press
conference after witnessing the Disted-UC partnership announcement.

University of Canterbury will
enhance access to higher edu-
cation, by allowing students
to commence their studies in
Penang before seamlessly pur-
suing undergraduate degree
studies in New Zealand.

“This will significantly low-
er the cost of education and
broaden the range of available
degree opportunities.

“The college’s mission of
seeking to collaborate to ensure
graduates are change-makers
and support the creation of a
sustainable and inclusive world
is a welcomed reflection of the
Penang2030 vision."

Chow also said talent and ex-
pertise for Penang have become
ever more important since the
state’s industrialisation jour-
ney has grown from strength to
strength.

Chow said it is also absolute-
ly critical that the available talent
pool and educational standards
available in Penang are of the
utmost quality possible.

He was earlier warmly wel-
comed on his arrival by New
Zealand High Commissioner
Pam Dunn, Disted College chief
executive officer Prof Dr Brian C.
Imrie, Disted College president
Prof Dr Vikneswaran Nair, Edu-
cation New Zealand regjonal di-
rector Ben Burrowes and other
staff members.

Others present included
Pakistani Honorary Consul
General Datuk Seri Abdul

Rafique Abdul Karim and the
University of Canterbury, Busi-
ness School internationalisa-
tion coordinator Siti Karina.

The theme of the partner-
ship announcement event was
“Enhancing Student Mobility
Towards Solving Future Global
Challenges”.

Imrie said the University of
Canterbury was Disted’s select-
ed partner due to its sustained
commitment to academic excel-
lence, international reputation,
and a wide array of bachelor’s
degree options.

“At Disted College, we
are committed to nurturing
change-makers, who have a
genuine impact upon creating
a more inclusive and sustain-
able world,” Imrie said.

“Disted is particularly known
for excellence in the provision of
a range of pre-university and di-
ploma programmes, with many
Alevels graduates having at-
tained ‘Top-in World’ status.

“Partnering with a leading in-
ternational university, such as
the University of Canterbury, will
enable a more accessible route
to a broader range of bachelor’s
degree studies than that avail-
able at home. This agreement
seeks to further expand the di-
versity of study and career op-
tions available to Penangites.”

Dunn said New Zealand
has now re-opened to visitors
from visa-free countries, in-
cluding Malaysia.

She added that the partner-
ship between Disted College
and the University of Canterbury

would not only offer Malaysian
students an advanced route to
UC’s Bachelor of Commerce de-
gree but also was a testament
to the efforts of both sides to
re-ignite the education relation-
ship.

“We are proud of our highly
qualified and diverse academic
faculties. Several New Zealand
institutions are ranked in the top
100 globally in their subject ar-
eas,” Dunn said.

Burrowes said the Disted-
UC partnership is one of the
many that underscores New
Zealand’'s long-standing rela-
tions with Malaysia and aims to
encourage deeper cross-cultural
awareness and friendship be-
tween the two nations.

He said in 2019, the Econo-
mist Intelligence Unit ranked
New Zealand’s education sys-
tem first among English-speak-
ing countries and third in the
world for delivering a future-
focused education (out of 50
economies).

*From pg 3

Before the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the cost of desalination
was already 3.5 times more
than the cost of surface water
treatment.

Just look at the differential
price of cooking oil now as
compared to before the pan-
demic, and you can imagine
the increase in the cost of de-
salination.

Penang’s average domes-
tic water tariff is only 32 sen
per 1,000 litres (for the first
35,000 per month) and is the
lowest in the country, while the
water price in Singapore is way
higher!

Can desalination replace our

Jaseni: Desalination an

dependence on Sungai Muda?
Jaseni: Desalination cannot
replace our dependence on
Sungai Muda. Our water de-
mand is higher beyond 2025,
and we need to cater for that
demand. The existing demand
is still being met by the water
from Sungai Muda. Unless you
build a desalination plant that
is two times what we need (to
meet the existing and future
demand) and be totally inde-
pendent of Sungai Muda.

It will be very expensive.
Even Singapore which does
desalination is also buying
water from Johor because it is
cheaper.

What are our options?

Jaseni: There are two impor-
tant matters — to set up the
Umba to protect our existing
raw water supply and to start
the SPRWTS project.

The Penang government
needs to pursue and push the
federal government to expedite
the two very important matters.

The authorities in charge
are the Environment and Water
Ministry and the Prime Minister,
who is the chairman of the Maj-
lis Air Negara.

The Penang MPs and their
colleagues must bring these
matters up in Parliament vig-
orously.

expensive option

We saw the need for the
SPRWTS project sometime in
2007 and it has been 15 years
now. We are sad that the Sun-
gai Muda raw water issue hap-
pened and there is still nothing
being done.

In the meantime, what is
PBAPP’s plan to ensure that
Penang has a healthy ‘reserve
margin’ and avoid a water cri-
sis until 2030?

Jaseni: We are implementing
the Raw Water Contingency Plan
2030 (RWCP 2030) projects
and we must make sure that the
water supply engineering proj
ects are completed according

to schedule. The RWCP 2030
is a subset of the Penang Wa-
ter Supply Initiative 2050 (PWSI
2050). The PWSI 2050 is a wa-
ter supply engineering roadmap
to ensure water supply security
for Penang until 2050.

There are five water supply
engineering projects under the
RWCP 2030. They are Phase
2, Sungai Dua Water Treatment
Plant (WTP) Sedimentation
Tanks Upgrades; Package 12A,
Sungai Dua WTP: an Additional
New Water Treatment Module;
Phase 1 Mengkuang Dam WTP;
Phase 1 Sungai Muda WTP;
and Sungai Perai Water Supply
Scheme.



e

AUGUST 15—31,20 N'BEW'S

.

Penang aiming for higher growth

Story by Riadz Akmal

ENANG is not resting on
Pits laurels despite last

years’ gross domestic
product (GDP) performance and
record high approved foreign di-
rect investments.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said this confidence was
based on the economic sectors
that have fully reopened after
two years of disruption due to
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“Despite the Covid-19 pan-
demic, Penang still managed to
top the GDP performance last
year. And with the economy fully
reopening this year, it should

With the
economy fully
reopening this year,
it should look even
much better

Chow

look even much better.

“The manufacturing sector in
the state is also going strong. It
grew about 12% last year and |
hope it will continue to grow this
year as well,” Chow told a press
conference after the opening

ceremony of the TLM Food and He said the five states were
Beverage Expo at Setia SPICE Penang with a growth rate of
Convention Centre on July 1.

6.8%, followed by Selangor
(5%), Terengganu (3.6%), Perak
(3.5%), and Kedah (3.2%).

He was asked by ajourna- STATES WITH HIGHEST Chow, in
ist to comment on the state's GROWTH RATE IN 2021 iyl | his  earlier
GDP performance that was speech, also

5%

announced on June 30.
Department of Statistics

' said that Penang had the high-
est GDP at RM99 billion last

Malaysia (DoSM) chief statis- 3.6 7o R - year, beating other states.
tician Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Uzir = E “Based on the latest re-
Mahidin, in his media brief- E' ﬁ ieased figures by DoSM, it
ing on June 30, announced <X = shows that Penang emerged
that the economic per- = o as the top state in the country
formance of all states 3:2% P - with the highest GDP at RM99
in the country regis- e / billion.

“This is a remarkable re-

bound of 6.8% from a nega-

tive 2.1% two years back in
2020,” said Chow.

tered growth in 2021, with five
states recording a better growth
rate than the 3.1% growth rate at
the national level.

Mida CEO: Penang attracting ‘big interest’ for new iInvestments

PENANG has been steadily at-
tracting new and big interest
from potential investors want-
ing to expand their business-
es here, Malaysian Invest-
ment Development Authority
(Mida) chief executive officer
Datuk Arham Abdul Rahman
said.

During his courtesy call on
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
in Komtar on June 28, Arham
said there have been many
inquiries about Penang’s next
industrial area considering
the overwhelming response
received for the Bayan Lepas
Free Industrial Zone and Batu
Kawan Industrial Park.

“When potential investors
send in their Request for In-
formation (RFI) or Request for
Proposal (RFP) based on their
desired locations, they expect
fast developments.

“Penang is often one of the
most preferred investment
destinations due to obvious
reasons, and in 2021, the
state accounted for 41% of
the country’s foreign direct
investment (FDI); with an all-
time high of total approved
manufacturing investment of
RM76.2 billion.

“And | would like to extend
my heartfelt appreciation to
you, CM, and the relevant
agencies responsible for put-
ting Penang at the forefront
when it comes to investment,”
Arham said.

In response, Chow said the
state is increasing its efforts
to make available more indus-
trial land to meet investors’
demands, at least for the next
two to three years.

“We have set our sights on
developing the Bandar Cassia
Technology Park and East Batu
Kawan on the mainland, both
areas which could potentially
give us a total of 900 acres.

“While our focus is on these
two areas, for now, we will al-
S0 be looking to acquire more
land in Byram in the south Se-
berang Perai district,” Chow
said.

Separately, Chow and Ar-
ham also discussed the talent
issue in Penang.

Arham and Chow having
a conversation.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

m 04-2260218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

e

No Tel/ No Faks

04 - 649 3976
04 - 649 3976

UGUST 16— 31, 2022

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah

No Tel/ No Faks

T)

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

(
%

T) 013 - 430 6400
P) 04 - 576 7606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh
h npoh nan: v.my:;

pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ST% 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
j ingh nan v.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04- 5211106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ST% 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

sT% 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ET% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 6912548
016 - 4152548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

ST 04 -250 1522
F) 04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
agirtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(M)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

}B 04 - 548 4541

04 - 548 4541

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Zulkifli lbrahim ]
n21adunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

Hotline
T) 04-291 0123

04 -6427777

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

DAP PENANG HQ
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org

04 - 228 8482
04-228 8514

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa

gidarawa54@yahoo.com

(T) 019 - 338 2668

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

hajifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Muhammad Fitri Termizi

fitritermizi@amanah.org.my

(T) 011 -3112 7702

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

l’i"_\"\

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

ﬁ penanglawancovid19

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

=) Make Covid-19 Immunisation Programme a Success
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uStory by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

OR Sijil Pelajaran Ma-
Flaysia (SPM) school-leav-

ers, choosing the right
institution is crucial to further-
ing their studies.

One institution they may want
to consider is the Walta Centre
of Excellence (WCOE), a techni-
cal and vocational training cen-
tre in Batu Kawan Industrial Park
(BKIP).

WCOE provides skills training
for SPM leavers and a guaran-
teed employment opportunity
with the manufacturing industry
in Penang upon graduation.

WCOE manager Chin Ting
Foong said the training centre
aims to produce graduates who
are highly skilled, creative, inno-
vative and have a lifelong learn-
ing culture.

“Here in WCOE, we provide
two types of courses for our stu-
dents to choose from, namely
industrial automation and ma-
chining operations.

“Each course provides a
10-month training. Our machin-
ing operations course is at our
Prai branch and the industrial
automation course is at our
headquarters in BKIP.

“Our syllabus is 70% practical
and 30% theoretical and meets
all the criteria and conditions as
set out in the National Occupa-
tional Skills Standards.

“Certified vocational training
officers will equip the students
with real industry skills and
knowledge training.

“After the 10 months of train-
ing and passing the required
examination, the students are
expected to be certified with
the Malaysian Skills Certificate
(SKM) Level Two or Three. They

can thus start their career as a
junior technician,” Chin told Bu-
letin Mutiara during an interview
at WCOE headquarters in BKIP
recently.

Also present were Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman Goh Choon
Aik, WCOE chief executive of
ficer Moey Lip Seng and WCOE
assistant manager Farahaida
Abdul Rahman.

Chin added that WCOE also
uses real industrygrade and
standard training equipment
and machines during the train-
ing sessions.

“So, the students can have

real hands-on training which will
make it easier for them to apply
the skills and knowledge at the
industry after they have gradu-
ated,” he said.

According to Chin, a junior
technician’s  gross  income
starts from RM1,700 and can
g0 up to more than RM3,000
per month, including other allow-
ances and overtime.

“Usually, when they have reg-
istered to further their study at
WCOE, we have already identi-
fied potential manufacturing
companies in BKIP and Prai that
are looking for technical talent

= Goh (third from
= left) taking a group
photo together with
% Farahaida (left), Chin
i (second from left),

Moey (fourth from

: il left), and vocational

training officers at the

B8 training centre.

in the industrial automation and
machining operations fields.

“So, once they have gradu-
ated, they can immediately start
to work with the company.

“Besides that, graduates
from WCOE can also continue to
work or upgrade their qualifica-
tions to Diploma and Bachelor’s
degree if they so wish at Univer-
siti Malaysia Perlis (UniMAP) as
the higher learning institution is
our official partner,” he added.

Farahaida said registration is
now open at WCOE and urged
SPM school-leavers to apply for
the courses.

Flats receive financial aid for lift maintenance work

TWO flats, namely Harmony
View and Taman Sri Penawar,
have received financial assis-
tance from the state govern-
ment for maintenance work un-
der the Penang Maximum 80%

Housing Maintenance Fund
(TPM8OPP).
State Local Government,

Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said a total
of RM156,320 has been ap-
proved for the upgrading work of
two lifts at Harmony View.

Meanwhile, he said a total of
RM144,000 has been allocated
for the upgrading work of three
lifts at Taman Sri Penawar flats.

“The total cost for the mainte-
nance project is RM195,400 for
Harmony View and RM180,000
for Taman Sri Penawar.

“We are happy to announce
the approval of funds for these
two projects. And this is our
commitment to the various
housing schemes.

“We pay attention, especially
to the critical maintenance work
such as upgrading of lifts and

water tanks,” he said during a
press conference on June 30.
Apart from that, Jagdeep also
urged the federal government to
assist in the maintenance works
of qualified housing schemes.
Also present were Jelutong
MP RSN Rayer and Batu Lan-
chang assemblyman Ong Ah
Teong, who received the approv-
al letters for the maintenance

projects of Harmony View and
Taman Sri Penawar flats respec-
tively from Jagdeep.

The handover of the approval
letters was witnessed by Penang
Housing Board chief operational
officer Mohd Fauzy Mohd Yusoff.

(From left) Mohd Fauzy, Rayer,
Jagdeep and Ong at the press
conference after handing over
the letters of approval.
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Pasai apa Pakcik
tak dapat lagi sumbangan tunai
i-Sejahtera ni? Dah dva tahun
dah tak dapat.

"TUKAR TUNAI KE EFT" (‘

COVID-19

Bayaran tunai
ditangguhkan sebab COVID-19,
Pakcik. Pembayaran hanya dapat

dibuat ke akaun bank pemohon
yang memilih kaedah pembayaran
pindahan wang secara
elektronik (EFT).

¥ 7 / - -
PROGRAM 1-SEJAHTERA
Pembayaran secara tunai terpaksa ditangguhkan bagi
mengurangkan risiko penularan wabak COVID-19

Pakcik baru tau. Ha, Pakcik ada

nombor akaun bank. Macam

pembayaran tunai

mana Pakcik nak tukar kaedah

Log in pemohon di
portal i-Sejahtera, kemaskini
maklumat bank dan pilih kaedah

“JON TUKAR KE EFT

KEMASKINI MAKLUMAT AKAUN BANK DI LAMAN WEB SIS'I'EM

?
i EET-t; pembayaran secara EFT. Kemudian, muat

naik dokumen akaun bank terkini untuk
pastikan akaun bank yang dikemukakan
itu masih aktif. Itu saja Pakcik.
Mudah kan?

FSEJAHTERA DAN MUAT NAIK PENYATA AKAUN BANK TERKINI
BAGI MEMBOLEHKAN BAYARAN DIBUAT TERUS KE AKAUN

http://isejahtera.penang.gov.my
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Move to gazette man grove forests

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Alissala Thian

AZETTING mangrove
Gforest areas in Penang

as permanent forest
reserves is among the state
government’s  environmental
management plans.

State Welfare and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh said the latest area to
be included under the permanent
forest reserve is the aquaculture
industrial zone (ZIA) which is
about 400 acres.

“The ZIA was a project that
always drew controversies
during the state assembly. It
was dropped and replaced
with other plans.

“So, now we want to ensure
that the area (ZIA), which is near
Penaga (Pasar Gebu), will be part
of the permanent forest reserve.

“The gazetting process of the
ZIAis currently at the final stage,”
Phee said during a press confer-
ence on June 28 after attending
the Penang Hill Biosphere Re-

serve (PHBR) Management Plan
Workshop.

Speaking on food security,
Phee said the state govern-
ment has appointed USM'’s
Marine and Coastal Studies
(Cemacs) to work together with
the Fisheries Department on
"marine sanctuary".

“We want to have the marine
sanctuary to clean up the Pen-
ang sea waters by having ‘oys-
ter islands’ as well as breeding
mussels.

“This will also become
part of eco-tourism for Pen-
ang,” he added.

Besides that, Phee said the
gazetted permanent forest re-
serves also include the forest
area in Pulau Jerejak.

"Other than what was allo-
cated to Penang Development
Corporation (PDC) and Urban De-
velopment Authority (UDA), the
rest of the areas at Pulau Jerejak
have been gazetted as Perma
nent Forest Reserve.

“No more land will be given
out, this is our commitment to

preserving the environment,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Penang Hill Cor-
poration general manager Datuk
Cheok Lay Leng said the PHBR
Management Plan aims to bal
ance the logistics, biodiversity
and livelihood of the Penang Hill
Biosphere Reserve.

The workshop was attended
by representatives from govern-
ment agencies, private agencies,
academicians, professionals and
nongovernmental organisations.
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Tech robotic
competition

helps encourage

STEM interest

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

E FIRST Tech Challenge,

I a very challenging robotic
competition, was success-
fully organised by the Penang
Science Cluster (PSC) and par-
ticipated by 12 schools recently.

Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof
Dr P. Ramasamy said the compe-
tition was instrumental in stirring
the interest in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) subjects among
school students.

“PSC has come a long way
since it was established 10
years ago, starting with pro-
grammes for the primary pupils.

“l understand that this com-
petition, which is organised for
the first time in Malaysia, was

held for Form 4 students.

“The FIRST Tech Challenge
has played a pivotal role in un-
leashing students’ talents in the
STEM field,” Ramasamy said
during his speech at the compe-
tition’s grand finale and award
presentation ceremony on June
25 at the PSC in Wisma Yeap
Chor Ee in Gat Lebuh China.

Meanwhile, PSC founding di-
rector Datuk Yoon Chon Leong
said Malaysia’s economic com-
petitiveness relies on the depth
and quality of our talent pipeline.

“In today’s increasingly com-
petitive and difficult geopolitical
environment, local talent has be-
come the most valuable asset a
country can possess.

“Over the last decade, Malay-
sia struggled to upgrade its tal
ent base, especially in the field

\

of STEM, and today we are still
struggling to develop sufficient
talent in ‘three smarts’, namely
book smart, hands-on smart
and street smart.

“The PSC was formed to ad-
dress this very problem. We
started working with the primary
schools and are now providing
support to the middle and senior
secondary schools,” said Yoon.

Yoon also said the FIRST Tech
Challenge was designed in a way
that is relevant to both industry
and school curriculums.

“In this competition, each
school was given a basic starter
kit, including a robotic controller
and some financial support.

“They had to come up with
a machine solution to over-
come a simplified real indus-
trial challenge and compete

with other teams to see who
delivers the best.

“For the key part, each team
was also assigned with mentors
who are engineers from the in-
dustry,” he added.

A total of 14 teams from 12
schools took part in the event.

They were SMK Convent
Green Lane, SMK Permatang
Pasir, Methodist Girls School,
SMK Bukit Jambul, St Xavier's
Institution, SMK Bertam Indah,
SMJK Heng Ee Bayan Baru, SMK
Chung Ling Butterworth, SMK
Convent Datuk Keramat, Penang
Chinese Girls High School, SMK
Berapit and SMK Pauh Jaya.

The team ‘Robodes’ from
SMK Chung Ling Butterworth
emerged as the champion
and received prize money of
RM1,500 together with a tro-
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Ramasamy with Team ‘Robodes’ from SMK Chung Ling Butterworth which clinched the first spot
in the competition.

phy and medals.

Second place went to St
Xavier's Institution team Space
Saints, which won RM1,200 as
well as received medals.

‘Absolute Hack’ from SMK
Heng Ee Bayan Baru bagged
third place and was awarded
RM1,000 cash while SMK Heng
Ee Bayan Baru’s team ‘Robusta’
took fourth place and the prize
money of RM80O0.

The recipients of special men-
tion awards were team ‘Golden
Galaxy’ from SMK Bukit Jambul
for Judges’ Choice (RM400),
‘Robodes’ from SMK Chung
Ling Butterworth for Motivate
Award (RM400), ‘Robusta’ from
SMK Heng Ee for Design Award
(RM6B00) and team ‘Zero’ from
SMK Convent Datuk Keramat for
Compass Award (RM400).

Chow and Mohamad Anil (10th from left) value the contribution by the media personnel durlng
the media appreciation and fundraising night for CCPSS Penang.

Coming together to keep Penang safe

THE Penang government and
the Crime Consciousness &
Public Safety Society (CCPSS)
Penang are committed to keep-
ing the state safe.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow stressed that the state must
not be a haven for criminal activi-
ties.

“Rule of law must be upheld
at all times to ensure a safe en-
vironment for the people.

“To be safe, our people must
be wellinformed on what is hap-
pening every day around us.
This is important for people to
not easily fall prey to any scams.

“CCPSS Penang has been
actively working with various

stakeholders to prevent crime,”
he said in his speech during the
media appreciation and fund-
raising night for CCPSS Penang
on June 26.

Chow also conveyed his grati-
tude to media practitioners for
playing a pivotal role in informing
the public on crime conscious-
ness and public safety.

“The dissemination of news
and public service announce-
ments is important to ensure
public safety,” he said.

Since CCPSS Penang was
set up 18 months ago, Chow
pointed out that numerous pro-
grammes had been held for the
benefit of the people.

He also thanked all the do-
nors who contributed to the
noble cause championed by
CCPSS Penang.

CCPSS Penang chairman
Datuk Mohamad Anil Shah was
thankful to the state for its sup-
port.

“It is important to strengthen
our good relationship to keep
the state safe,” he said.

Mohamad Anil also paid trib-
ute to the media for their unwav-
ering commitment to society.

At the end of the event, Moha-
mad Anil presented appreciation
certificates to representatives
from various media in the state
in the presence of Chow.

Nine firms in Internship Subsidy Programme

A TOTAL of nine companies
for now will be partnering with
the state government to kick
off the recently launched Pen-
ang Internship Subsidy Pro-
gramme (PISP).

They are Ann Joo Steel Ber-
had, CG Solutions Enterprise
Sdn Bhd, Greatech Integration
(M) Sdn Bhd, Inari Technology
Sdn Bhd, Infinecs System Sdn
Bhd, Operion Ecommerce &
Software Sdn Bhd, Skyechip Sdn
Bhd, UWC Industrial Sdn Bhd
and ViTrox Corporation Berhad.

Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon,
the special investment adviser
to Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, said through the pro-
gramme, the state hopes to at-
tract 150,000 knowledge work-
ers over the next five years.

Lee said the state govern-
ment stays committed to di
versifying Penang’s talent pool
through its various initiatives.

“PISP offers a monthly
wage subsidy amounting to
RM300 per intern for a maxi-
mum period of six months
when the companies recruit

talent throughout 2022.

“We expect to attract a to-
tal of 30,000 skilled workers
per year, making it to a total of
150,000 in five years,” Lee said
during a press conference held
at Penang Skills Development
Corporation on June 24.

Under this subsidy pro-
gramme, companies are re-
quired to pay a minimum allow-
ance of RM1,200 per month to
each recruited intern.

The state government will
then reimburse RM300 per
month for each intern (maxi-
mum RM1,800 each intern for
a total period of six months) to
the companies after the interns
have completed their internship
programmes.

PISP is open for all SSM-regis-
tered companies, and they must
hire a minimum of three interns
in the areas of science, technol-
ogy, engineering, mathematics
and accounting,

Lee said a total of 111 in-
ternship placements have been
awarded to the nine local com-
panies for the first batch of PISP.
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