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E RM851 million Air Itam-Tun Dr

I Lim Chong Eu Expressway bypass

(Package Two) is expected to be

completed by the end of January 2025

as its construction is ahead of sched-
uled progress.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said,
as of Nov 30 last year, the project’s ac-
tual progress was reported at 8%, which
was 2% ahead of scheduled progress.

The Package Two alignment is divid-
ed into six sections.

“Construction work commenced at
Section One (Lebuhraya Thean Teik)
with bore piling works for the ramp’s
foundation leading to the mainline of
Package Two. Further to this, utility re-
location and road widening works will be
carried out accordingly within Section
One,” he told a press conference at the
contractor's machinery depot in Lorong
Bukit Gambir 1 on Jan 7.

Package Two is one of the four project
packages under the “three major roads
and an undersea tunnel project” in Pen-
ang, which was awarded to Consortium
Zenith Construction Sdn Bhd (formerly
known as Consortium Zenith-BUCG Sdn
Bhd) in September 2013.

Following the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) approval by the De-
partment of Environment (DoE) in No-
vember 2017 for the three major roads
project component, Consortium Zenith
Construction had begun the detailed
design and the implementation of the
Package Two project.

“As widely reported in the media,
Consortium Zenith Construction Sdn
Bhd’s majority shareholding was taken
over by ECK Development Sdn Bhd in
January last year (2021),” Chow said.

“With this new management steering
the project, Consortium Zenith Construc-
tion Sdn Bhd has started to acceler

MONTH

ate the implementation of the relevant
works, namely the construction detailed
design, preparation of land acquisition
plans, procurement of authority approv-
als and commencement of construction.

“The Package Two alignment con-
sists of mostly viaduct structures (65%),
a series of tunnels (20%) and at grade
sections (15%).

“Twin land tunnels will be built along

the Package Two alignhment — two at Sec-
tion 2 and one at Section Three,” he said.

It is understood that the contractor
would be using the drill and blast meth-
od for the tunnel construction.

Chow said the Package Two project
required land acquisition like any other
road project.

“The land acquisition process in-
volves state land, Federal land and pri-

vate land. Land acquisition process is
ongoing by the state agencies at several
sections.

“Meanwhile, certain sections of the
Package Two alignment will involve alter-
native design works to optimise public
safety, environmental impact and the
overall constructability.

*Turn to pg 4
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them - the frontliners who

toiled to keep Covid-19 at
bay since last year.

They were in a celebratory
mood during the appreciation
dinner organised by the Penang
government at the Setia SPICE
Convention Centre last Dec 15.

A National Covid-19 Immuni-
sation Programme (NIP) volun-
teer R. Sarviny, 26, said sleep-
ing late and waking up as early
as bam because of her com-
mitment was never an issue.

“All I wanted to do was to
be part of an initiative that was
meant to safeguard the people
against the virus,” the Penan-
gite who volunteered at the
SPICE Convention Centre and
SPICE Arena said.

Sarviny works as an admin-

IT was a night dedicated for

istrative assistant at the Youth
and Sports Department in
Penang.

“I challenged myself to do it
for the people of Penang.

“I wanted to help those eli-
gible to get vaccinated and for
Penang to achieve herd immu-
nity soonest possible.

“The Penang government
clearly appreciates its people,
especially those who have con-
tributed during the pandemic.

“Thank you for honouring
us,” Sarviny told Buletin Muti-
ara during the event.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow conveyed his deepest ap-
preciation to all the frontliners.

“Although we are not fully
out of the woods yet, it is fair
that we organise this occasion
to honour the groups of people
who have played important
roles during this unprecedent-
ed medical crisis.

“As a caring state govern-
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Ong: Crucial for public to step
forward and lend a hand.

ment, we have always put
the people first.

“It was proven when we in-
troduced the Penang Fights Co-
vid-19 campaign, an initiative
that was purely implemented
to support the lives and liveli-
hood of the people of Penang.

“Although you were all
thrown various challenges,
apart from the ones you faced
while being on the field work-
ing, all of you kept going with-
out giving up.

“You are resilient and deter-
mined.

“Keep up the good work and
let us all continue to serve the
people of Penang with all that
we have in us,” Chow said dur-
ing his speech.

Chow presented certificates
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Sarviny: Sleeping late, waking
up early never an issue.

of appreciation to several state
and Federal agencies, as well as
non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) and members from the
private sector at the event.

Among those who received
the certificates were the Royal
Malaysia Police, state-level
Malaysian Armed Forces, and
Malaysia Civil Defence Force.

Meanwhile, Ahmad Humaidi,
22, another volunteer who was
stationed at several Covid-19
vaccination centres (PPVs) on
the island, said he took up the
responsibility because he want-
ed to encourage the people to
receive their jabs.

“| saw a lot of anxious peo-
ple when | volunteered at the
PPVs. | wanted to calm them
and | make them feel comfort-

Ahmad: Wanted to encourage
people to receive their jabs.

able when they came for their
appointments,” Ahmad said.

Another volunteer, Joanne
Jeniece Ong, 30, said it was
crucial for the public to step
forward and lend a hand to
assist the medical staff in the
fight to contain the spread of
the virus.

“That was one of the rea-
sons why | volunteered for this
noble cause,” Ong added.

Among those present during
the event were State Speaker
Datuk Law Choo Kiang, Deputy
Chief Minister | Datuk Ahmad
Zakiyuddin  Abdul Rahman,
state Welfare and Environment
Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh and Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) mayor Da-
tuk Yew Tung Seang.

New hotel near Penang
airport coming up

THE international-class Le
Meridien Penang Airport will
be the latest addition to the
Bayan Lepas skyline soon.

The 200-room hotel, which
is one of the components
of a mixed-use development
known as Penang Gateway,
is slated for completion by
2026.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who together with
Bukit Mertajam MP Steven
Sim witnessed the hotel man-
agement agreement (HMA)
signing ceremony between
Marriott International Inc and
innovative developer Rack-
son Group on Jan 5, said the
state was proud to welcome
a top-rated hotel to the hospi-
tality industry in Penang.

“This latest addition is an
award-winning brand that will
undoubtedly add excitement
to the state’s already vibrant
and dynamic landscape, par-
ticularly in the island’s south-
west district.

“In the vicinity is the Bayan
Lepas Free Trade Zone where
over 300 multinational com-

panies operate.

“As part of the RM1.5b
Penang Gateway in Bayan
Lepas, this part of the world
will be booming with plenty of
activities and opportunities.

“The hotel, especially, will
offer an all-inclusive expe-
rience and convenience to
business travellers and holi-
day seekers,” Chow said in
his speech.

He added that besides the
hotel, which is designed by
SA Architects Malaysia, other
components for Penang Gate-
way first phase development
include serviced suites and
retail components.

This urban development,
he said, will also be seam-
lessly connected to the pro-
posed Penang International
Airport’s Light Rail Transit
(LRT) station, the airport it-
self via a link bridge, and
other airport developments
in the future.

“With Rackson Group com-
ing on board, it is clear that
Penang continues to remain
a desirable investment desti-
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Chow being briefed by architect Ng (second from rlght) on the future development of the Le
Meridien Penang Airport. Looking on are Lim Hon (left), Ang (second from left), Lor (third from

left) and Lee (right).

nation,” Chow said.

Marriott International was
represented by its vice-pres-
ident (asset management)
Yeoh Soo Hin while Rack-
son Group was represented
by its chairman Ng Lim Hon
and chief executive officer
Kelvin Lor at the HMA sign-
ing ceremony.

Yeoh said they are confi-
dent of the hotel’s success
due to its location which is

in close proximity to many
notable local companies and
MNCs, the loyalty of Marriott
Bonvoy’s members today and
the multi decade long-term
rise in travel among the new-
ly-minted global middle class.

Lor said they are proud to
be associated with such a
prestigious brand like Marri-
ott International.

The evening also saw the
signing of an exclusive ap-

pointment agreement be-
tween Rackson Group and
Zeon Properties Group, which
has been appointed by Rack-
son as its exclusive market-
ing partner.

Also present at the cer-
emony were Pulau Tikus as-
semblyman Chris Lee, Zeon
Properties Group CEO Leon
Lee, SA Architects Malaysia’s
Ng Chee Twan and Rackson
Group director Ang Tun Gee.
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pecial unit
for disaster

management
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SPECIAL unit will be
Aset up by the state

government to act as a
standby team in the event of
any natural disaster.

“Being a state that is ex-
posed to natural disasters,
Penang needs to be in a mode
of preparedness without rely-
ing on much help from fed-
eral agencies,” Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said after at-
tending the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) councillors
swearing-in ceremony at City
Hall on Jan 7.

“We want to have concrete
plans to ensure that Penang
has the resilience to face
natural disasters caused by
climate change.

“Thus, the state govern-
ment sees the need to set up
this unit,” he said.

Chow added that it was
vital to ensure the standard
requirements of any drainage
construction for new projects
are met so that it will be able

to accommodate rainwater
during a downpour.

“We hope that through the
Natural Disaster Management
Unit, the issues pertaining to
a natural disaster can be man-
aged in a holistic manner.

“In Penang, we have many
non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) and the private
sector which are always on
the forefront to help us in
times of crisis.

“Thus, the state government
would want to join forces with
these organisations through a
whole-ofgovernment and whole-
of-society approach.

“However, this unit will not be
in action only during a natural
disaster as they will be part of
the planning team for early in-
tervention with regard to climate
change,” he said.

Before speaking to the me-
dia, Chow welcomed the return-
ing MBPP squad which went to
Selangor for flood relief work.

Chow also visited the ongo-
ing seawall project at the Espla-
nade, which is under the North
Seafront Masterplan.

i
the flood victims.

WHEN floods ravaged states
like Selangor and Pahang last
December, Penangites rose
to the occasion by showing
that we stood in solidarity with
the victims and help them as
much as possible.

Most Penang assemblymen
and MPs rushed to the flood-
hit locations to offer their help
and take part in the gotong-
royong.

Workers of the Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) and
the Seberang Perai City Coun-
cil (MBSP) went to the flood-
hit areas to clean up after the
flood.

With them was MBPP mayor
Datuk Yew Tung Seang.

The state government also
mobilised its assets on Dec
20 to aid the victims.

MBSP Crisis Management
Department head Mohammad
Aidil Samsuri was quoted as
saying that the recent flood in
Selangor was worse than the
one which hit Penang in 2017.

Penang govt ready to provide

THE Penang government is
ready for any eventualities in
terms of providing flood disas-
ter relief in view of the mas-
sive floods that unexpectedly
hit several states in the coun-
try last month.

State Welfare and Environ-
ment Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh said the state
now has prepared over 35
evacuation centres across
five districts and has some
70 boats on standby should
Penang get hit by continuous
heavy rain that can cause un-
expected floods.

“We will also open more
evacuation centres depend-
ing on the situation. But as of
now, we have over 35 active
evacuation centres.

“Meanwhile, 70 boats have
already been provided to the
voluntary fire fighting squads
on the island and mainland.

“They can now put the as-

sets to good use should the
need arise, especially during
the rescue mission.

“The district offices have
also conducted workshops on
complying with Covid-19 stan-
dard operating procedures at
the evacuation centres.

“In short, we have taken
the necessary preparations
although Penang is not ex-
pected to face the massive
floods like in Selangor,” Phee
told Buletin Mutiara during an
interview session at his office
in Komtar on Dec 20.

Heavy rains since Dec 17
caused several states such
as Selangor and Negri Sem-
bilan to experience massive
floods.

According to Phee, the Pen-
ang government also has close
collaboration with various non-
governmental  organisations
(NGOs) in the state through
PgCare Alliance that could as-

disaster relief

sist during any emergency.

“PgCare Alliance is the fruit
of the collaboration between
the Penang government and
the NGOs.

“It mainly focuses on four
key areas, namely mental
health, job, food and financial
consultation,” he added.

Phee said after experienc-
ing a major flood in 2017,
the state government is well
prepared in coordinating and
handling this kind of situation.

“We also urge the people to
stay alert and report immedi-
ately to the local authorities if
there are risks of floods, such
as clogging of drainage sys-
tems in their area,” he said.

Phee also urged Penang-
ites to be prepared as well.

“They should also be
prepared by storing some
food, clothes and medicine
that can be used during any
emergency."

e
Bentong, Pahang.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said Penang stood in soli-
darity with the flood victims.

“Besides providing man-
power, the state government
has also sent out food and
medical aid to the affected ar-
eas in stages.
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Yew and his -teaélpin to clean up flood areas in
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Chow and the MBPP 'Wira Oren' team showing their eagerness to provide assistahce to

“You are not alone’

“Penang will continue to of-
fer its help to those in need,”
Chow said in a statement on
Dec 26.

Earlier on Dec 23, Chow
said on his Facebook page:
“Penang is with you all the
way. You are not alone.”

g

Jelutong MP R.S.N. Rayer and Batu Lancang assemblyman
Ong Ah Teong offering their services to the flood victims.



Expanding
the halal

industry

uStory by Riadz Akmal

ENANG aims
to tap further
into the halal

industry through a bi-
lateral trade collabo-
ration with China’s
Henan province.

State Entrepreneur-
ial Development, Trade
and Industry Commit-
tee chairman Datuk
Abdul Halim Hussain (pix) said
there is room for opportunities
to grow the halal industry be-
tween Penang and Henan.

“Malaysia’s halal food and its
halal certification are accredited
worldwide. Our products are at-
tractive to international buyers.

“We believe that the bilateral
trade collaboration between
Henan and Penang will benefit
halal traders and consumers
from both sides.

“We want to invite busi-
nesses in China to use Pen-
ang as a gateway for tran-
shipment of halal products to
reach out to global markets,
such as the Middle East, Eu-
rope and North Africa.

“According to the Global Eco-
nomic Report in 2020/2021,
the global halal industry market
is expected to grow to US$5 tril-
lion by 2030,” Abdul Halim said
in his keynote address on Dec
13 at the ‘Penang-Henan Trade,
Investment Engagement Ses-
sion’ hybrid event.

Also present were the Chief
Minister’s special investment
adviser Datuk Seri Lee Kah
Choon, Malaysia-Henan Cham-
ber of Commerce chairman
Derek Chong, Henan province
Department of Commerce dep-
uty director- general Li Ruo Peng
and Zhengzhou Municipal Bu-
reau of Commerce deputy direc-
tor Zheng Li Zhong.

According to Abdul Halim,
Penang is a state with a
unique blend of races, lan-
guages, and cultures.

“The Chinese community in
Penang is actively involved in

many associa-
tions and vari-
ous chambers
of commerce.

“These asso-
ciations always
maintain a good
rapport with the
state  govern-
ment by provid-
ing  constant
support and
contributions.

“Penang is a friendly place to
invest and to live in,” he said.

Li said it was timely for Henan
and Penang to promote develop-
ment together.

“We strongly believe that
close cooperation between
Penang and Henan will benefit
everyone, in terms of trade and
economy,” she said.

Meanwhile, Zheng said Pen-
ang is an important strategic
partner for Zhengzhou.

“The two sides have be-
come close in recent years.
We have carried out diversified
exchanges and cooperation
over the years."

(From left) Yeoh, Mahadhir and Rubaneswaran with the MoU documents after the signing ceremony.

Tripartite MoU to develop innovative solutions

THE date Dec 15, 2021 was a
significant day for Digital Pen-
ang as the young state agency
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with Malay-
sia Digjtal Economy Corporation
(MDEC) and Beyond4 to scale
the digital economy ecosystem
in Penang.

Regarded as the first official
collaboration between the three
parties, this partnership is to
promote innovative approaches
and collaboration in digital trade,
encourage ideas and mentoring,
support funding opportunities
and address challenges of digj-
talisation.

Digital Penang chief execu-
tive officer Tony Yeoh regarded
the MoU signing as a strategic
alignment to further accelerate
Penang’s competitiveness in
the digjtal economy sector and
to drive the urgency of staying
relevant through innovative and
digitally-driven initiatives.

“Going forward, global com-
petition will be about the depth

and breadth of ecosystems.

“On the back of a vibrant
Klang Valley ecosystem, we are
very encouraged with federal ef-
forts to extend into other digital
districts such as Penang, Sar-
awak and other states.

“Through this alignment, we
hope to scale the various MDEC
programmes such as GAIN, digj-
tal investments, talent develop-
ment and small medium enter-
prise (SME) digitalisation at the
state level,” Yeoh said during
the MoU signing ceremony.

Meanwhile, Beyond4 as an
enabler of the digital ecosystem,
will inject neutral, non-compet-
ing, open vendor ecosystem in
accelerator platforms on mul-
tiple industry verticals for the
post digjtal era.

Its founder, S.T.
Rubaneswaran, said Beyond4 is
always open to collaborate with
international and local partners
within a digital ecosystem, to
add a robust platform that pro-
vides flexibility and preference to

align business models.

“We are happy to be invited
into this unique partnership with
Digjtal Penang and MDEC.

“And | would like to thank
and record my appreciation to
MDEC, a federal government
agency under the Communica-
tions and Multimedia Ministry
for always staying committed to
leading the digjtal transforma-
tion in our country.

“Also, not to forget about Dig-
ital Penang. Although still a new
kid on the block, the state-based
agency is always determined to
accelerate efforts to capture op-
portunities in digital economy
and promote a digjtally engaged
society,” said Rubaneswaran.

MDEC chief executive Ma-
hadhir Aziz said MDEC’s col-
laboration with Digital Penang
and Beyond4 signals another
step forward in uplifting Pen-
ang's startup ecosystem
through the federal and state
governments as well as pri-
vate collaborations.

TollHree bypass

will reduce
travelling time

*From pg 1

“Consortium Zenith  Con-
struction Sdn Bhd, as the de-
sign and build contractor, is
finalising the alternative design
works which will be reviewed by
the state-appointed indepen-
dent consulting engineering
firm,” Chow said.

Chow added that upon com-
pletion, the Package Two proj-
ect would be handed over to
the Works Ministry.

He said that the toll-free by-
pass would benefit the public
with the reduction of travelling
time in the area.

Earlier, Chow, Penang Trans-
port and Infrastructure Commit-
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tee chairman Zairil Khir Johari,
Penang Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin, Air Itam assem-
blyman Joseph Ng, Penang In-
frastructure Corporation chair-

man Datuk Seri Farizan Darus,
Package Two interim project
director Datuk Yeoh Lean Huat
and several other key person-
nel had a meeting at the Con-
sortium Zenith Construction

Sdn Bhd in Jalan Pisang Em-
bun, Bandar Baru Air Itam.

The entourage also con-
ducted a site visit to witness
the progress of the construc-
tion work.



Third MBR award
for cartoonist

uStory by Christopher Tan

ARTOONIST Mohd Azmi
CMohd Hussin has made it

into the Malaysia Book of
Records (MBR) once again, now
with the longest single comic strip
produced in Malaysia.

Mohd Azmi, 37, took more
than two years to produce the
story of a Proton Saga, the first
Malaysian car introduced in
1985.

“The comic, titled ‘SAGA Ka-
mi’, depicts multiculturalism in
Malaysia from the perspective
of the car.

“The Proton Saga was first
bought by a Malay family, before
it was sold to an Indian family
and then to a Chinese family.

“Some parts of the story
were based on true events,” he
said before receiving the MBR
certificate from MBR chief oper-

ating officer Christopher Wong
at the City Stadium on Dec 12.

Wong announced that Mohd
Azmi has managed to produce
a 151m-ong single comic strip.

“It is more than our 150m
benchmark. Mohd Azmi has
made it into the MBR with the
longest single comic strip pro-
duced in Malaysia,” Wong said.

Mohd Azmi said he took
30 days to draw and com-
plete the 510-page A4-sized
“SAGA Kami”.

“| tried to draw five metres of
comic strip per day and | com-
pleted it on Dec 11.

“The journey has been
challenging. | want to thank
my wife and family members
for their understanding and
support,” he said.

Mohd Azmi also thanked
Yayasan Hasanah, ArtsFAS,
Penang Island City Council

(MBPP) and the state govern-
ment, among others, for be-
ing part of his success.

This was Mohd Azmi’s third
MBR recognition.

Back in 2017, he was recog-
nised for making the most num-
ber of live caricature drawings
within 24 hours when he man-
aged to draw 320 caricatures.

Then, he produced the lon-
gest coffee painting in Malaysia
in 2019. He spent 25 days to
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produce his amazing artwork
which is 101m-long.

Legendary Malaysian car-
toonist Datuk Mohammad Nor
Mohammad Khalid, more com-
monly known as Lat, was also
present at the event.

“Today, we celebrate the suc-
cess of our cartoonist Mohd
Azmi for producing the longest
single comic strip produced in
Malaysia.

“Mohd Azmi has set a high
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Mohd Azmi
poses with

his comic
strip and MBR
certificate

at the City
Stadium. - =

standard (|n the industry),”
he said.
Lat said that those who

have  achieved  success
should guide the young and
aspiring cartoonists.

“We should guide them and
share our experience,” he said.

Also present were Komtar
assemblyman Teh Lai Heng
and MBPP councillor Datuk
Dr Shahul Hameed Syed Mo-
hamed.

First community recycling centre in Bagan Jermal up and running

THE firstever community recy-
cling centre (segregation sta
tion) in Bagan Jermal recently
became fully operational for its
constituents.

The centre is located at De-
wan Sri Bagan Jermal in But-
terworth.

Bagan Jermal assembly-
man Soon Lip Chee said with
such a centre, Bagan Jermal
constituents can now recycle
their rubbish easily instead of
disposing all of it.

“Actually, the centre had a
soft opening last May before
officially opening last Dec 12
with a cost of RM11,000 un-
der my office allocation.

“And from May until Novem-
ber last year, we managed to col
lect about 5,000kg of recyclable
materials through this centre.

“Among the materials are
metal, aluminium, electronic
waste, paper, plastic and old
clothes.

“Thus, this shows that the
awareness among the people
here is high and we hope the
good momentum will continue
for us to protect the environment
through recycling,” said Soon,
who is also the state Youth and
Sports Committee chairman,
during the launching ceremony
at Dewan Sri Bagan Jermal in

Butterworth on Dec 12.

Also present were Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) coun-
cillor Ng Yee Siang and Riiicycle
Tech Sdn Bhd adviser Andrew
Lim Chee Keong.

According to Soon, Bagan Jer-

mal constituents can also use
the recycling application known
as “Riiicycle” to collect points
whenever they send their recy-
clable materials to this centre.
“The app was created by
Riiicycle Tech Sdn Bhd through

collaboration with my service
centre and Kampung Simpah
MPKK (Village Community Man-
agement Council).

“Resident just need to scan
the QR code after they send their
materials here.

“And with enough points, they
can redeem various recycling
products through the app.

“With this initiative, we hope it
can encourage the people here
to recycle their waste for a better
environment for all,” he added.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

NAMA ADUN

T
~C5)

No Tel/ No Faks

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

No Tel/ No Faks

N.0O1 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.02 BERTAM }T) 013 - 430 6400

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

P) 04-576 7606

YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG

YB Yeoh Soon Hin [B 81— %%; ggg%
N.28 KOMTAR

YB Teh Lai Heng T) 04 - 227 7068
komtar@dappg.org F) 04 - 227 7068
N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR

YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil (T) 04 - 521 1106
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com
N.13 BERAPIT

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

[T 04-5941163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
k nbun mail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 691 2548
016 - 415 2548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

[T% 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 548 4541
F) 04 - 548 4541

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Zulkifli lorahim (T)
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkkifly Md. Lazim (T)

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa

gidarawas4@yahoo.com

(T) 019 - 338 2668

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YAB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz ) ET% 04 - 649 3976
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my H 04 -2260218 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL

) : : _ N.39 PULAU BETONG .
Ui liatiticieldel Sieie il e [B oG YB Haii Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 2131
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 383 9131
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04-262 0860
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745
N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871
norlela.arifin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871
yEg(sZrl:ADAIE‘G HALANG T) 04 - 530 3028

ong Eng -

chong.eng@penang.gov.my [Fg 04 - 530 3028
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT i
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo m 04 - 226 2464 PENANG CARE SOCIETY %%ﬂrﬁe 910123
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464 04 - 642 7777
N.37 BATU MAUNG DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Dato’ Haiji Abdul Halim Hussain T) 04 - 626 1442

. . . -
M e H 04 - 626 1442 dappg@streamyx.com H -2 el
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04-331 0163 PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04 - 890 3866

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

haijifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Muhammad Fitri Termizi

fitritermizi@amanah.org.my

(T) 011 -3112 7702

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

@ Make Covid-19 Immunisation Programme a Success

R i

&Y

ﬁ penanglawancovid19



SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2022
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP e 42 79 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian

Ahmad Tarmizi Jusoh 012 - 487 7575 Kewarganegaraan

2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390

04 -507 5390 } _
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai . . 011 - 1244 7167
Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 455 7731 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
. i Tingkat 46, KOMTAR

4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -572 0272
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923 Tengah 04 - 650 5105

5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
David Marshel a/I 019 - 412 3397 Selatan
Pakianathan 04 - 399 6689

Delakan a/l Ratha
Krisnak

012 - 584 4437

Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAILIS

Fahmi Zainol 018 - 232 2502
Galaimani a/I 012-534 1384
Subramnian

Heng Yeh Shivan 016 -261 2460
Jeffery Koay Kai Chin 013 - 521 2868

Muhamad Suzuki

OT11-1119 4419

Ahmad
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 -979 0933
Noor Azuawati Ahmad 018 - 965 4559
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503
Mohamed Noor
Ong Jing Cheng 012-758 3779
016 - 445 5709
Ooi Boon Sheng 016 - 447 8320
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196
Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718
Tan Choo Eng 019 - 448 4344
04 - 323 2679
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749
Tharani a/p Kesavan 017 - 450 2431

Zainuddin Mohamed

012 - 479 4200

MBPP 2022 .
Nama Telefon E
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 E
Abdul Latif Mohamad 012 - 248 5016 E
1
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 E
Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 E
Dato’ Dr. Shahul Homeed Syed 017 - 567 0885 E
Mohamed :
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 E
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114 E
Mohamed Noor :
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571 E
Harvindar Singh a/I Darshan 012 - 428 2250 E
Singh :
Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276 E
Lee Chee How 012 - 470 3389 E
Lee Wei Seang 012 - 452 8305 E
Muhamad Khairul Mohd Ali 012 - 542 0520 E
1
Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369 ]
Abdullah ]
Nurhafiza Huda Idris 017 - 450 5751 i
Ooh Sin Hwa 012-4751669
Quah Boon Lim 017 - 462 2431
Rodziah Abul Khassim 019 - 319 4840
Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 5100075
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
Tan Hooi Peng 012 - 498 6212
Tan Seng Keat 012 -438 6191
Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121
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uStory and pix by Riadz Akmal

$ some victims of do-
Amestic violence suffer

in silence, friends, fam-
ily members and neighbours
should come forward to help
them, says Penang executive
councillor for Social Develop-
ment and Non-Islamic Religious
Affairs Chong Eng.

“They can persuade the vic-
tims to speak out and report
their experience to the authori-
ties,” she said.

Chong Eng added that the
victims have to come forward to
report the matter to the authori-
ties so that quick action could
be taken to save them.

“On behalf of the state gov-
ernment, we will ensure that
the victims have clear path-
ways to safety.

“We believe that every individ-

ual in the state has the right to
feel safe. Thus, we have set up
the First Support Point to make
it easier for victims to seek help.

“Now every state constitu-
ency service centre is the First
Support Point. It also includes
various state agencies, local
government offices, religious
bodies, nongovernmental or-
ganisations (NGO’s), social
movements and other parties at
the grassroots level.

“The state government also
has developed an app known
as ‘First Support Point Applica-
tion’ for victims or the public to
identify where the nearest First
Support Point location.

“Thus, all of this proves
the seriousness and commit-
ment of the state government
to combating violence to pro-
vide a safe environment for its
people, in line with the Pen-

Chong Eng taking a wefie with some of the participants at the Safe Family Mini Fitness

BE N masit

Carnival at Bukit D.0O. Recreation Park in Bukit Mertajam.

ang2030 vision for a Family-Fo-
cused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation,” said
Chong Eng during her speech
before officiating the Safe
Family Mini Fitness Carnival at
Bukit D.O. Recreation Park in
Bukit Mertajam on Dec 18.
The one-day carnival was
organised by Padang Lalang
JPWK (Women and Family De-
velopment Committee) and
had many activities conducted
throughout the day.

No ordinary boundary marker stone

THE Penang government is
committed to conserving and
protecting a British-Siamese
boundary stone as a valuable
relic.

The 152-year-old boundary
marker stone is located in the
middle of a padi field at Kam-
pung Ekor Kuching in Pinang
Tunggal in the north Seberang
Perai district.

The stone is believed to have
been constructed around 1869
to mark the official border be-
tween Penang and Kedah.

However, it is now in a state
of neglect and has eroded
through time.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow and Datuk Jaseni Maidin-
sa, who is the chief executive
officer of PBA Holdings Bhd
(PBAHB) and Penang Water
Supply Corporation (PBAPP),
together with other delega-
tions visited the boundary
marker stone last Dec 15.

Jaseni said the stone was
not known to many people but
its existence served as a re-
minder of the events that led
to the formation of Malaysia
as a nation and Penang as one
of its component states.

“The inscription on the
stone reads as ‘British and
Siamese boundary’ in English,

Thai and Jawi.

“It is believed to have been
put up by the British in 1869,
following a treaty between
Great Britain and Siam (pres-
ent-day Thailand).

“At that time, Kedah was a
territory of Siam and Penang
was a colony of Britain.

“Besides defining a historic
boundary, the stone may be re-
garded as an important mark-
er in the history of Penang and
Malaysia.

“Thus, it is crucial for the
Penang government to con-
serve and protect the British-

Siamese boundary stone as
a valuable relic to remind all
Penangites about the reality
and facts behind the history of
their home state,” said Jaseni.

Also present during the visit
were Deputy Chief Minister |
Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Ab-
dul Rahman, Deputy Chief Min-
ister Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy,
then Seberang Perai City Coun-
cil (MBSP) mayor Datuk Rozali
Mohamud, Thailand consul-
general in Penang Raschada
Jiwalai and Chief Minister’s
special coordinating officer Lay
Hock Peng.

This 152-year-old British-Siamese boundary stone is a relic
that needs to be preserved.
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Pasai apa Pakcik
tak dapat lagi sumbangan tunai
i-Sejahtera ni? Dah dva tahun
dah tak dapat.

Pakcik baru tau. Ha, Pakcik ada
nombor akaun bank. Macam
mana Pakcik nak tukar kaedah
pembayaran tunai
ke EFT tu?

CovID-19

Bayaran tunai
ditangguhkan sebab COVID-1g,
Pakcik. Pembayaran hanya dapat
dibuat ke akaun bank pemohon

yang memilih kaedah pembayaran
pindahan wang secara
elektronik (EFT).

Log in pemohon di
portal i-Sejahtera, kemaskini

maklumat bank dan pilih kaedah
pembayaran secara EFT. Kemudian, muat
naik dokumen akaun bank terkini untuk
pastikan akaun bank yang dikemukakan

itu masih aktif. 1tu saja Pakcik.

Mudah kan?

PROGRAM i-SEJAHTERA

Pembayaran secara tunai terpaksa ditangguhkan bagi
mengurangkan risiko penularan wabak COVID-19

“JON TURAR KE EFT7

KEMASKINI
FSEJAHTERA
BAGI MEMBO

MAT AKAUN BANK DI LAMAN WEB SISTEM
MUAT NAIK PENYATA AKAUN BANK TERKINI
KAN BAYARAN DIBUAT TERUS KE AKAUN

http://isejahtera.penang.gov.my
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EVISE salaries, espe-
Rcially of engineers and

other professionals, to
retain talent in the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said this to foreign companies
that as the state continues to
woo investors and set a target of
RMB5 billion in foreign investment
every year, thousands of job op-
portunities would be created in
the next few years.

“To attract Penangites and
retain their talents, maybe they
should revise the salaries of en-
gineers, professionals, techni-
cians and others. Besides that,
this will attract graduates from
other states.

“When graduates choose
a place to work, they will look
at the sustainability and liv-
ability of the city. And when
they want to set up families,
they will also look at the ed-
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Revise
firms
urged

ucational facilities from kin-
dergarten to university.

“All these make our state at-
tractive. These are important
factors and they play a crucial
part in the ecosystem for tal-
ents to work here.

“As for the state govern-
ment, we will strive to draw
more investors by continu-
ing to strengthen various
measures and initiatives to
improve the qualify of life,”
Chow said during a press con-
ference after flagging off as

NEWS 9

Chow delivering h|s speech before flagging off the partlclpants at the City Walk at the Esplanade.

well as joining the City Walk
at the Esplanade on Jan 1.
He added that although the
Covid19 pandemic had im-
pacted a lot of businesses, the
state still managed to achieve
a record RM16.9 billion in total
approved manufacturing invest-

Penang hosts first hybrid business event

PENANG successfully held its
first hybrid business event -
BE@ Penang 2021 at the Se-
tia SPICE Convention Centre
last Dec 9.

The two-day event, themed
“BE Connected. BE Inspired”,
was aimed to provide a plat-
form for industry practitioners
to rejuvenate and be inspired
by getting connected.

The 6th edition of BE@
Penang was co-organised
by the Penang Convention
& Exhibition Bureau (PCEB)
and Anderes Fourdy Events,
a leading professional con-
gress organiser.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, in his address via a
pre-recorded video, said tech-
nology has become an inte-
gral part of our lives since
Covid-19 struck.

“It has allowed us to explore
new ways of staying connect-
ed with each other between
friends and families, as well
as clients and delegates in ev-
ery industry, including tourism
and business events.

“In a way, the situation also
complemented the state gov-
ernment’s Penang2030 vision
of ‘A Family-Focused Green
and Smart State that Inspires
the Nation’ as it precipitated
our efforts of further develop-
ing our digital economy.

“There is a growing need to
have faster internet connec-
tion and connectivity to cater
to the different expectations in

the new normal.

“Thus, Penang is investing
heavily in the latest technology
and incorporating smart digjtal
solutions into our daily lives,”
said Chow.

“We are also working on
improving and building our
5G infrastructure across the
state to drive the Industrial
Revolution 4.0.

“We are carrying out ma-
jor infrastructural develop-
ment and smart buildings
that can accommodate the
fast-paced living and seam-
lessly cater to the constant
growing requests as well as
expectations for both virtual
and hybrid events.

“With this, let me person-
ally extend an invitation and
a warm welcome to entrepre-
neurs who are interested in
setting up your businesses
in Penang, especially those
who are expanding your
range of products and ser-
vices,” he said.

Chow also said the state
government makes it a priority
to ensure the sustainability of
the tourism industry by organ-
ising various programmes via
his office as well as the office
of state Tourism and Creative
Economy Commitee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin.

Meanwhile, Yeoh said
Penang aims to stay com-
mitted as the relevant con-
tributor to the recovery of
the Malaysian economy.

“We can’t wait for the in-
ternational borders to open
for us to welcome foreign
travellers.

“Concurrently, we will
continue to review and im-
prove our domestic tourism
market.

“The hybrid BE@Penang
is the way forward especial-
ly during the post-pandemic
era,”’ added Yeoh.

PCEB chief executive Ash-
win Gunasekeran said partici-
pants from a total of 20 coun-
tries in the Asia Pacific region
took part in the conference.

“BE@Penang usually will
see the participation of some
300 to 400 people yearly.

“This time round we have
140 individuals present here
physically and 150 attendees
at the virtual platform.

"BE @ Penang participants
have a lot to benefit from the
knowledge and experience
shared by our industry part-
ners as well as other relevant
industry players.

“And we will continue to
keep up the rejuvenation mo-
mentum,” he said.

Also present were Malay-
sia Convention & Exhibition
Bureau (MyCEB) CEO Datuk
Sri Abdul Khani Daud, Sar-
awak Convention Bureau
CEO Amelia Roziman and Sa-
bah Tourism Board general
manager Noredah Othman
who joined them via the vir-
tual platform.

ments in 2019 and RM14.1 bil-
lion in 2020.

For last year’s investment
data, Chow said it would
only be released sometime
early this year.

“Until now, the electronics
and electrical (E&E) sector is
the main drawcard for inves-
tors to Penang. So we want
to leverage on E&E to expand
other related sectors such as
medical devices.

wr

Kedyuhyran &

“We will continue to pro-
mote manufacturing and ser-
vices sectors and also con-
centrate on digital economy.

“We have to branch out
of manufacturing to the
digital economy which will
leverage on the E&E and
the communications tech-
nology. That is our future
plan besides focusing on
creative tourism economy,”
Chow said.
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Ng handing over an appreciation gift to one of the MBPP

frontliners.

MBPP frontliners
honoured for hard work

THE sacrifices of those unsung
heroes in Air Itam and Air Putih
constituencies are recognised
and appreciated, especially
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

They are the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) frontliners,
who day in and day out labour
to keep the streets and envi-
ronment clean.

Air ltam assemblyman Jo-
seph Ng held another annual
thanksgiving event recently for
them in appreciation of their
contributions to society.

In the event held in ac-
cordance with the relevant
standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs), Ng said the
tradition of holding this

event must continue.

“All of them are playing piv-
otal roles in ensuring Air Itam
and Air Putih constituencies
remain clean.

“Therefore, this event is
held to value their hard work
in serving the constituents,
no matter rain or shine,” he
said in his speech during the
event at Astaka Kampung
Bharu on Dec 6.

About 120 MBPP frontlin-
ers were present at the event
where they were treated to a
sumptuous meal.

Also present were MBPP
councillors Tan Soo Siang,
Darren Quah and Rohaizat
Hamid.
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HE Penang Chinese Clan
TCounciI (PCCC) has been

praised for its efforts to pre-
serve and pass down its culture
to future generations by organis-
ing the annual Penang Chinese
New Year celebration, which is
also known as ‘Miao Hui’.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow congratulated PCCC for hav-
ing the courage and wisdom to
hold the much-anticipated 23rd
Miao Hui this year, no matter
what the challenges or difficul-
ties they had encountered over
the past two years.

“Fortunately, all of you did not
give up but acted wisely and cau-
tiously by taking preventive mea-
sures to organise Miao Hui even
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

“In order to pass on this pre-
cious cultural heritage to future
generations, you have devoted
your precious time to keep alive
the Miao Hui spirit every year.

Chow, Lu (second from right), Teh (right), Soon (left) and Cho
Tein (second from left) 'roar' as they pose beside a 'tiger'
during the Chinese New Year lantern lighting ceremony at

Armenian Park.

“It makes me feel proud for
Penang as you have prepared
the celebration with enthusiasm
and hard work,” Chow said in
his speech at the opening cer-
emony of the Penang Miao Hui
2022 at the Leong San Tong
Khoo Kongsi on Jan 15.

Chow added that the ‘George
Town Cultural Heritage Activities

Award’ given by the George Town
World Heritage Incorporated to
the organisers recently spoke
volumes of the dedication by ev-
ery Miao Hui volunteer and sup-
porter over the years.
Commenting that every new
year brings new hope, Chow
said the state government would
continue to focus on implement-

Chong Eng (second row; centre) with representatives from the respective churches at the

cheque presentation ceremony.

Churches benefit from state govt aid

NON-governmental  organisa-
tons have played a key role in
transforming lives of the vulner-
able amid the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic.

As a sign of appreciation, the
Penang government on Dec 10
contributed RM47,000 to 10
churches in the state to assist
them in their proposed commu-
nity programmes for the needy.

They are the Global Har
vest Assembly (RM5,000), The
Charismatic Church of Penang
(RM5,000), Canaan Life As-
sembly (RM5,000), Georgetown
Baptist Church (RM5,000), Prai
Baptist Church  (RM5,000),
Faithful City Church (RM5,000),
Bukit Mertajam Baptist Church
(RM5,000), Kingdomcity Pen-
ang Hub (RM5,000), FGA Cen-
tre (RM5,000) and Sungai Ara
Christian Centre (RM2,000).

All the churches were also
given 200 boxes of face masks
each.

State Social Development
and Non-Islamic Religious Af-
fairs  Committee  chairman
Chong Eng said churches in
the state have equally earned
the title of unsung heroes dur-
ing this Covid-19 climate due to
their contribution and relentless
effort to make a difference in
the lives of the needy.

“Despite the Covid-19 pan-
demic and suffering that the
nation has gone through, we
still have hope in us, and it is
because of NGOs like all of you
who have stepped in and helped
those in need.

“With the rising number of
domestic violence and suicidal
cases since the beginning of
the movement control order last

year, now more than ever, we
have to continue bringing hope
to the community.

“Hope is a glimpse of light
at the end of the tunnel that
carries someone through their
tough times.

“Society has to be empow-
ered to be able to extend help
and be a listening ear for those
in despair and in distress. Let
them know that they are not
alone and help is everywhere.

“Amidst the Covid-19 pan-
demic, churches have not
stopped in their social and com-
munity work.

“Tonight, we take the oppor-
tunity to acknowledge the relent-
less efforts and contributions of
the unsung heroes in our com-
munity, the churches, who have
done so much for the commu-
nity here," Chong Eng said.

ing policies that would benefit
the people and lead the people
through difficult times.

He also thanked the peo-
ple from all walks of life and
the sponsors, saying that
without their support, the
Penang Miao Hui would not
have been successful.

Chow, together with Chi-
nese consul-general to Pen-
ang Dr Lu Shiwei and PCCC
chairman Datuk Ang Cho Tein,
officially opened the Penang
Miao Hui 2022 celebration at
the temple grounds. All the
three also wished the people
a happy and prosperous Chi-
nese New Year.

According to Ang, this
year’s Miao Hui, which is
celebrated from Jan 1 to Feb
15, is run on a hybrid format
— partly physical and partly
online - unlike last year

when the 22nd Penang Miao
Hui was held fully online for
nine days.

“Since 1999, we have always
focused on the promotion of ex-
cellent Chinese cultures. There
is still a long way to go and |
hope we will all work together,”
Ang said.

Among the notable guests
present were state Youth and
Sports Committee chairman
Soon Lip Chee, Komtar assem-
blyman Teh Lai Heng, Pengkalan
Kota assemblyman Daniel Gooi,
George Town World Heritage In-
corporated general manager Dr
Ang Ming Chee and Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) council-
lor Wong Yuee Harng.

After the opening ceremony,
the guests were all treated to a
dance performance and a song
rendition.

Chow, Lu, Ang and other
guests later walked over to the
nearby Armenian Park for the lan-
tern lighting ceremony.

To enliven the atmosphere, a
group of primary students gave
a splendid performance which
earned them a big round of ap-
plause.

The public is welcome to visit
https://www.pgcny.my/ or their
Facebook page pgcny to learn
about the cultural treasures that
the volunteers have planned for
the celebration.

State govt welcomes Penang-
Finland ‘green’ collaboration

WITH its facility to turn waste
into energy, Lahti in Finland has
won the award for European
Green Capital this year.

Trade counsellor Pekka
Laitinen, from the Embassy of
Finland in Kuala Lumpur, said
Finland would love to work with
Penang on waste management.

“In Finland, we have a new
law that forbids landfills or gar-
bage sites. So, over 90% of our
household waste is recycled,”
he said after paying a courtesy
call with Finland ambassador to
Malaysia Sami Rafael Leino on
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
last Dec 13.

Laitinen invited Chow to bring
his delegates to visit Lahti after
the Covid-19 pandemic is over.

Chow said Penang has en-
trusted Penang Green Council
to implement the green agenda
in the state.

“However, it may take us

some time to bring our waste
management efforts to the next
level.

“We welcome any possible
collaboration between Penang
and Finland,” Chow told Leino
and Laitinen.

Also present was honorary
consul of Finland in Penang, Da-
tuk Poh Kim Seng.

Chow said Penang and the
Nordic countries had taken part
in several programmes together
a few years ago, but the state
could not proceed further due to
the Covid-19 situation.

“We hope to continue our bi-
lateral cooperation,” Chow said.

Leino was impressed with
the opportunities available in
Penang.

He expressed Finland’s hope
to foster closer ties with the
state, commending Penang as
the economic powerhouse of
Malaysia.
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