(V]

CN

(e ) :

(N

(o =)

(N

I

(d ) 2&4&
—

> &
(= = e 7
=

—_—

(ot

(==

Ll

| .

uStory by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Law Suun Ting

and tears since Penang embarked

on the industrialisation journey all
that long ago.

“We will not rest on our laurels af
ter transforming Penang in the past 50
years but will strive to maintain excel-
lence for the next 50 years and beyond,”
said Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

He said from a traditional seaport
economy in 1972 to the Silicon Valley
of the East, Penang is now one of the
country’s key focal points for invest
ment inflows and external trade.

“The state’s commendable perfor-
mance that continues to punch above
its weight is testament to Penang’s
conducive environment, placing us at
the forefront of industrialisation.

“I would like to express my deepest
appreciation to all industry players for
the continued confidence in Penang,
as well as the state and federal agen-
cies for the concerted efforts in solidi-
fying Penang’s position as a preferred
investment location throughout this
50-year journey.

“The five decades of manufacturing
excellence have laid the groundwork for
Penang to unlock limitless potential.

“Going forward, the state is cognizant
of the emerging trends and will strive
to uphold our competitive edge by pen-
etrating into high value-added activities
while strengthening the existing industry
clusters,” Chow said in his speech at
the launching ceremony of the 50th An-
niversary of Penang’s Industrialisation at
the Penang Development Corporation in

IT has been 50 years of blood, sweat
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Bayan Baru on Jan 17.

Penang is holding a yearlong cel-
ebration for its successful transforma-
tion journey, embracing the tagline for
the celebration as “50 Years of Excel-
lence and Beyond” to further propel the
state to greater heights.

Penang Development Corporation
and InvestPenang are jointly organising
the celebration, with Datuk Seri Lee Kah
Choon, the special adviser to the chief
minister, as the organising chairman.

Chow said there would be 12 themes
altogether for this year’s celebration.
They will be announced from time to
time, with a different theme for each of
the 12 months.

He said the state is delighted to
have industry players like Aemulus,
ams-OSRAM, Angkasa-X, Boston
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Scientific, Exabytes, Inari Amertron,
Intel, Keysight, Penang GBS Focus
Group and Penang Skills Develop-
ment Centre (PSDC), as the theme
drivers for the celebration.

Besides shining a spotlight on
Penang’s 50 years of manufacturing
excellence which houses top-notched
industry players, the curated themes
also focus on industries with count-
less possibilities, including electrical
& electronics (E&E), medical technol-
ogy, digital technology & global busi-
ness service (GBS), food technology
and space technology.

Apart from these, local technopre-
neurship and startups are among the
themes that are apt to be showcased,
featuring the capabilities and break-
throughs of homegrown companies.
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All the themes, Chow said, coincide
with the Penang2030 vision of a “A
Family-Focused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation”.

For this year, two international tech
events will be held in Penang, namely
the SEMICON Southeast Asia 2022
and the World Congress on Information
Technology (WCIT) 2022.

He said Penang would be on a talent
recruitment drive to power the state to
the next phase of industrialisation.

“With the uptake of fourth Indus-
trial Revolution (4IR) technologies
that drive productivity and growth,
innovation and talent are impera-
tives that form the core of Penang’s
digitalisation journey.

*Turn to pg 2
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Part of Bukit Kukus paired
road opens to traffic

uStory by Edmund Lee
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T will be a smoother drive for
Iroad users in Paya Terubong,
Balik Pulau and the nearby
townships following the opening
of a section of the Bukit Kukus
paired road project that comes
under the Penang lIsland City
Council (MBPP).

The newly-opened road is
expected to reduce traffic
congestion in one of the most
densely populated areas in
Paya Terubong.

Construction of the
3.825km stretch of road by
MBPP started in 2016 and
completed last December,
costing RM378.2 million.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who was present at
the opening ceremony on Jan
13, was delighted with the
partial opening of the Bukit
Kukus paired road, which
is dubbed as the country's
highest elevated highway.

"It is a remarkable
achievement for everyone
who has been working hard
all these years.

"It's not easy for the state
during these six years as we
have been facing hurdles
along the way.

"However, we have been op-
timistic and managed to over-
come these obstacles by com-
pleting this iconic project.

"It's important for us to show
our commitment to Penangites
by providing such infrastructure
for road users, especially those
in Paya Terubong, who have
been facing traffic congestion
all this while," he told reporters
after opening a section of the
paired road.

Chow also took the oppor-
tunity to thank former state
executive councillor Datuk Lim
Hock Seng for his effort during
the latter's tenure back then.

The 5.5km paired road proj-
ect, costing RM545.6 million,
consists of three sections in
connecting Paya Terubong to
Relau.

Another two sections of the
road are undertaken by private
developers, namely Geo Valley
Development Sdn Bhd and PLB
Land Sdn Bhd.

Both sections
of the road are
slated to be com-
pleted by 2025.

Chow also said the state
has pledged to continue imple-
menting the projects under the
Penang Transport Master Plan
(PTMP) despite facing various
challenges.

"We are committed to imple-
menting the projects under PTMP.

"Even if all the projects can't
be completed in our term, it
will still be continued as long

as Pakatan Hara-

pan (PH) is given

the mandate by the
people," he said.

Chow pointed out that there
are many infrastructure projects
under the state's initiative.

He, however, said they could
be implemented if the state
could obtain funding from fed-
eral government agencies.

"The federal government has

their projects implemented in
the state, but we hope our proj-

ects can also be prioritised,"

he said, adding that the section
of the Bukit Kukus paired road
project was one of initiatives un-
dertaken by MBPP.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang said he was also happy
that the paired road has bicycle
lanes while MBPP secretary A.
Rajendran said the road was
designed in accordance with
safety features.

"We have also appointed a
geologist to study the slope and
an independent checker. These
measures were taken to ensure

Various
events to
mark golden
jubilee

*From pg 1

“Innovation-related pro-
grammes, alongside plans on
talent attraction and develop-
ment will be carried out this year.

“In addition, Penang pledges
to hold sustainability as one
of our top priorities. As such
environmental, social and gov-
ernance (ESG) is firmly on the
agenda,” Chow added.

Chow later unveiled the cel-
ebration’s logo design, which
uses a blue and gold combina-
tion to portray modernity and
grandeur inspired by the colours
of the Penang state flag.

Describing the logo design,
Chow said a blue gradient is of-
ten associated with technology,
digitalisation and intelligence,
which ties with Penang’s aspira-

tions towards a new era of indus-
trialisation.

The logo, Chow added, also
incorporates elements of bi-
nary codes to create a distinct
futuristic icon that commensu-
rate with the state’s digijtalisa-
tion objective.

Lee said the past 50 years
have been a very important
chapter in Penang’s history,
starting with a high unemploy-
ment rate in 1972 and now hav-
ing not enough workers for its
industries.

He believes interesting times
are ahead as Penang takes
stock of what it has achieved
and builds on its foundations to
ensure it continues to progress
in the technological sphere and
economic perspective.

Also present at the ceremo-
ny were State Secretary Datuk
Dr Ahmad Jailani Muhamed
Yunus, InvestPenang chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk Loo Lee
Lean, PDC deputy CEO Abdul
Latiff Abdul Aziz and former
PDC general manager Datuk
Seri Chet Singh.

The Bukit Kukus
paired road, which
is a pride of Penang,
is dubbed as the
country's highest
elevated highway.

the slope was fine and safe,”
Rajendran said.

Among those present at
the event were state Local
Government, Housing, Town
and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo, state Infrastruc-
ture and Transport Com-
mittee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari, state Tourism and
Creative Economy Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin,
Lim, several state assembly-
men and contractors.

Incentive for senior citizens,
disabled raised to RM200

GREAT news for senior citizens
and the disabled in Penang.

The state government
has increased its payment
for the welfare programme
under i-Sejahtera for these
recipients from RM150 to
RM200 this year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, via a statement on
his facebook page on Jan
20, said the increase would
benefit 217,868 registered
applicants.

“Just like what was stated
in the 14th General Election
(GE) manifesto, the state gow-
ernment has increased its con-
tribution for the Senior Citizen
Appreciation Programme and
the disabled to RM200.

“The increment for both pro-
grammes was done in stages
previously, where it started off
with RM100 yearly and then
subsequently to RM130 and

RM150 as a gesture of appre-
ciation to senior citizens and
the disabled,” he said.

“The payment for the I-Se-
jahtera has been scheduled
starting from Jan 25, 2022,
and it will be made through
Electronic Funds Transfer
(EFT).

“As everyone is aware, the
state government has stopped
its cash payment method to
curb the spread of Covid-19.

“Therefore, applicants
should update their bank ac-
count details to receive the
payment. The disbursement
will be done in phases to en-
sure that it benefits more re-
cipients,” Chow said.

Chow added that those
who had missed the payment
for 2020 and 2021 after only
managing to update their
bank account this year, will re-
ceive their payment in March.
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ENANG’S stellar perfor-
Pmance in attracting record-

breaking investments over
the last few years, despite the
ravages of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, shows investors’ confidence
in the state’s ability to navigate
the crisis, says Governor Tun Ah-
mad Fuzi Abdul Razak.

“This year marks the golden
jubilee of industrialisation in Pen-
ang and the state has incubated
a yearlong event to showcase
its transformation journey, focus
and opportunities,” Ahmad Fuzi
said in his keynote address be-
fore launching Penang Week at
the Expo 2020 Dubai, themed
“Entrepreneurship and Energy”,
onJan 17.

“Penang has been making
guantum leaps forward since
its industrialisation journey be-
gan in 1972.

“The key success factors for
Penang include its robust in-
dustrial ecosystem and strong
talent pool that are imbued
with advanced technology and
future-proof offerings, alongside
allrounded state initiatives that
support the ecosystem.

“In a post Covid-19 era, lever-
aging on digjtalisation towards
new opportunities is a must.

“We believe that incorporating
digitalisation in every aspect, is
the only way for the state to com-
pete in the global arena,” Ahmad
Fuzi said.

“Penang is also exploring
opportunities in the food and
space technology that are ripe
for the picking,” he added.

“In 2020, Penang generated
US$74 billion (RM310 billion)
of export and US$26 billion
(RM2110 billion) of trade surplus.
This represented 32% and 60%
of Malaysia’s total, respectively,
punching well above its weight.

“In terms of direct manufac-
turing investment, Penang has

clocked in its second highest re-
cord of all time of RM14 billion in
2020, after achieving an all-time
high of RM17 billion in 2019.

“As for 2021, Penang is on
track to break the record that we
have achieved in 2019, following
the investment of a mega semi-
conductor project at the end of
last year,” Ahmad Fuzi said.

On tourism, Ahmad Fuzi said
the state had scored on numer-
ous tourism accolades, including
medical tourism.

“Being a hotspot for medi-
cal tourism, Penang is a key
contributor for Malaysia’'s
frequent recognitions by the
International Medical Travel
Journal as ‘Medical Travel
Destination of the Year'.

“While the tourism industry
took a hit during the pandemic,
the state is ready to make a
strong comeback underpinned
by the cultural varieties and vi-
brant attractions that Penang
possesses,” he said.

Ahmad Fuzi congratulated
state Entrepreneurial Develop-
ment, Trade and Industry Com-
mittee chairman Datuk Abdul
Halim Hussain for his leadership
in organising Penang Week.

“We are also grateful to the
Science, Technology and Innova-
tion Ministry, the lead Ministry,
for facilitating Penang’s partici-
pation at the expo,” he said.

Abdul Halim thanked Ahmad
Fuzi for his continuous support,
and for taking time from his busy
schedule to officiate the Penang
Week at Expo 2020 Dubai.

“Your presence here brings a
great boost to our Penang Week.

“l would like to congratulate
the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
on the success of its Expo 2020
Dubai. Distinctively, this mega
event has marked another mile-
stone in the effort of strength-
ening trade and investment, as

well as to boost postpandemic
€Cconomic recovery.

The UAE is one of Malaysia’s
biggest trading partners in the
Middle East and west Asia. Bilat-
eral trade reached US$5 billion
in 2020 despite the repercus-
sions of Covid-19 and the global
economic slowdown.

“Thus, with Penang's par-
ticipation in Expo 2020 Dubai,
we look forward to stronger
ties between our countries
and strengthening this bond
in the future.

“We certainly have much to
offer to each other, with both
UAE and Penang, Malaysia,
serving as international busi-
ness hubs in our respective re-
gions,” he said in his speech.
Ahmad Fuzi and Abdul Halim
also witnessed the Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoUs)
exchange ceremony between
Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC) and a few parties,
which are expected to generate

CHRISTOPHER TAN AT
THE EXPO 2020 DUBAI
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a total of US$4.3 billion (RM18
billion) investment leads.

The details of the MoUs are
as follows:

i) MoU between PDC and
Penang International Islamic Col-
lege of Technology (KITAB) is a
collaboration to develop a 6.8ha
land at Bandar Cassia for the
purpose of educational institu-
tions and an academic univer-
sity which includes an Islamic
centre, schools, a commercial
and business centre, students
residential complex and an ad-
ministrative complex. The gross
development cost for this project
is US$93.25 million (RM390
million) and it is expected to be
completed in five years.

i) MoU between PDC and
Titijaya Land Berhad is for the
development of Medi-Tech City,
occupying 93ha in Batu Kawan.
The gross development value
of this project is estimated at
US$2.4 billion (RM9.9 billion)
and it is expected to be com-
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pleted in 10 years.

iii) MoU between PDC and
Jadem Ganjaran Sdn Bhd is for
the Linear Park Development in
Bayan Lepas. Jadem Ganjaran
through the MoU will look into
the feasibility of the reclamation
and development of approxi-
mately 80ha of land. This project
is estimated at US$1.3 billion
(RM5.5 billion) and is expected
to be completed in 10 years.

iv) MoU between PDC and
iHeal Health Sdn Bhd to jointly
develop a parcel of land at Ban-
dar Cassia into a health tech
hub with the gross development
value of RM1 billion.

Ahmad Fuzi, his wife Toh
Puan Khadijah Mohd Nor, state
Tourism and Creative Economy
Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin, Penang Entrepreneurial De-
velopment, Trade and Industry
Committee member Goh Choon
Aik, Penang State Financial Of-
ficer Datuk Dr Mohamad Farazi
Johari, Seberang Perai City Coun-
cil mayor Datuk Azhar Arshad,
Penang Development Corpora-
tion chief executive officer Aziz
Bakar, Penang Global Tourism
chief executive officer Ooi Chok
Yan and the Embassy of Malay-
sia to the UAE counsellor Anis
Wajdi Mohd Yusoff were among
the dignitaries at the launch of
Penang Week.
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Kiang Ngee (left) briefing Abdul Halim

on NSW's achievements. With them are
Wong (third from left) and NSW marketing
director Tan Kian Chong (right).

Iconic’s
RM200mil PPE

factory opens

=Story by Kevin Vimal

ways than one when a glove

and face mask manufac-
turer unveiled its spanking new
RM200m manufacturing facility
in the Batu Kawan Industrial Park
(BKIP).

The firm, Iconic Worldwide
Berhad, marked the new mile-
stone with the opening of the
new facility called Iconic Medi-
care Sdn Bhd.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who officiated the ground-
breaking ceremony on Dec 12,
2020, congratulated Iconic on
their new factory, which is built
on a 5.5-acre land in BKIP.

It is expected to yield a mini-
mum production capacity of 3.3
billion pieces of gloves and 220
million pieces of disposable face
masks per annum.

“It is also worth noting that
this new factory is 80% auto-
mated, thereby, minimising the
operational costs for longterm
business sustainability.

“| always believe that em-
bracing technology and auto-
mation are keys to remaining
competitive and operationally
efficient, regardless of which
industry and value chain you
are in,” Chow said during the
official grand opening of Iconic
Medicare on Jan 15.

Meanwhile, Iconic Worldwide
Berhad executive director James
Tan Cho Chia, during his speech,
said that on Dec 14 last year,
the factory had successfully

IT was an iconic day in more

obtained the 510(K) premarket
notification approval from the
United States Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA).

A 510(K) is a premarket sub-
mission to FDA to demonstrate
that the device to be marketed
is as safe and effective.

“In the third and fourth quar-
ters of the current financial
year, Iconic will ship out ap-
proximately 500 million pieces
of nitrile gloves to USA, Europe,
Africa, Middle East and South-
east Asia,” James said.

As part of Iconic’s corpo-
rate social responsibility (CSR),
James said the company had
previously donated 100,000
pieces of face masks and
100,000 pieces of medical
grade gloves to the Penang
government to be distributed
to families and individuals af-
fected by the recent floods.

As the state officially enters its
50 years of industrialisation this
year, Chow commended Penang
for being one of the highest con-
centrations of MedTech compa-
nies in Malaysia and Southeast
Asia, with over 50 medical de-
vice companies in the state.

Among those present during
the ceremony were state Youth
and Sports Committee chair-
man Soon Lip Chee, Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman Goh Choon
Aik, Jawi assemblyman Jason
H'ng Mooi Lye, InvestPenang
chief executive officer Datuk
Loo Lee Lian and Iconic World-
wide Berhad managing director
Datuk Tan Kean Tet.

NSW sets up R&D centre in America

MALAYSIA-BASED NSW Au-
tomation Sdn Bhd, which is
headquartered in Penang,
held a soft launch ceremony
of its research and develop-
ment centre in San Jose,
America recently.

That important milestone in
NSW’s nearly two-decade his-
tory was also celebrated in
conjunction with its Corporate
Dinner 2022 on Jan 14.

NSW, founded in 2004, spe-
cialises in high performance
and extremely reliable micro-
volume liquid dispensing so-
lutions for today’s advanced
electronics manufacturing
market. It is known to manu-
facture the world’'s smallest
solder paste dispenser.

State Entrepreneurial De-
velopment, Trade and Industry
Committee chairman Datuk
Abdul Halim and Malaysian
Semiconductor Industry Asso-
ciation (MSIA) president Da-

tuk Seri Wong Siew Hai were
among the guests at the event.
Abdul Halim, who is also
the Batu Maung assemblyman
and InvestPenang director,
said he was proud that NSW is
operating in his constituency
and making its mark overseas.
“Malaysia welcomes foreign
direct investment but then we
would like to see more and
more Malaysian companies
grow regionally and globally.
“We would like to be the FDI
for other countries and bring
back the money here. NSW
has taken a great step for-
ward. They are not only a local
player or jaguh kampung, but
have gone regionally to Taiwan,
China, many other countries
and now to the United States.
“We have to develop talent, go
into R&D, automation and robot-
ics. We cannot rely on unskilled
labour force. Upscaling our exist-
ing labour force is a must," Ab-

dul Halim said in his speech.

Wong said he was proud to
see that one of his member
companies has achieved rec-
ognition and success on the
international platform.

“I believe NSW will take the
product reputation as well as
the Malaysian name and tech-
nology to a higher platform in
the international semiconductor
packaging market," Wong said.

NSW is the abbreviation for
the first names of three broth-
ers managing director Boo Ki-
ang Ngee, engineering director
Kiang Seng and Kiang Wei.

According to Kiang Ngee,
NSW was also affected by the
Covid-19 pandemic as many
businesses not only addressed
competitiveness and growth but
instead struggled to survive.

However, he said NSW man-
aged to operate resiliently dur-
ing the tough period and even
achieve a record high for 2021.

Putrajaya to disburse RM20m
for Sungai Pinang flood project

A TOTAL of RM20 million will
be disbursed by the federal gov-
ernment for the Sungai Pinang
flood mitigation project this
year, state Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo says.

This, he said, will be part of
the RM150 million allocation
that was approved by the fed-
eral government under the first
rolling plan of the 12th Malay-

sia Plan (2021-2025).

Jagdeep added that it would
be a huge boost to further ex-
pedite the physical works which
are expected to begin in June.

The entire project is said to
cost RM600 million.

“Flood issues have been
alarming not only in Malaysia,
but many countries across
the globe. It is really sad to
witness casualties, people
suffering bad injuries and col-

Jagdeep (front row, centre), Jelutong MP RSN Rayer (second from right), Rajendran (second from left)
and several others giving the thumbs-up to the flood mitigation projects.

lapsed homes.

“Here in Penang, the state
government will continue to do
its best for the people, espe-
cially battling the flood issues
and putting an end to it as soon
as possible,” Jagdeep said dur-
ing a press conference in Ta-
man Free School on Jan 17.

Earlier, he had said that
Phase One of the flood mitiga-
tion project would take about
four years to complete.

Phase One involves two
rivers, namely Sungai Pinang

and Sungai Jelutong, while the
physical works would deal with
the Sungai Pinang improve-
ment, river corridor improve-
ment as well as the beautifica-
tion and upgrading of a pedes-
trian bridge.

The Sungai Pinang flood
mitigation project also in-
cludes transition between
Sungai Air Itam and Sungai Air
Terjun, Sungai Jelutong flood
wall, new Jelutong diversion at
Jalan Tan Sri Teh Ewe Lim and
Jalan Ahmad Nor, and other

mechanical and electrical as-
sociated works.

Jagdeep said 82 projects of
various types, which include
flood-related ones, had been
executed by the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) at a cost of
RM81 million.

Meanwhile, MBPP secre-
tary A. Rajendran said MBPP
had already allocated RM1
million to tackle flood issues
in two areas, namely the in-
tersection off Jalan Tereng-
ganu and at Little India.
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World renowned
speakers for

WCIT 2022
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OME  world-renowned
SSpeakers are set to

grace the stage when
Penang hosts the World Con-
gress on Information Technol-
ogy (WCIT) 2022.

WCIT, or commonly referred
to as the Olympics of the world’s
information technology industry,
is slated to be held in Septem-
ber with the theme “Connecting
and Transforming the World”.

State investment arm, Invest-
Penang is the lead agency for
WCIT 2022.

Two months ago, Bangladesh
handed over the baton to Malay-

sia, with Penang announced as
the host city for WCIT 2022.

“It is now our turn to shine.
We are eight months away from
the most anticipated event and
as we count down towards it,
each month, week and day is
becoming increasingly critical,”
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
told a press conference in Kom-
tar on Jan 20.

“Thus, we have lined up
some global speakers to fea-
ture in WCIT 2022, including
strategic futurist Nancy Gior-
dano, Mary-jo de Leeuw, who
is a cybersecurity leader and
in Europe’s 20 most influen-
tial women in technology, and
Dr Soumitra Dutta, who is

Chow receiving a crystal plaque from Seah while Loo (second from left), Ahmad Jailani
(third from left) and other guests look on. The crystal plaque serves as a symbol to mark
Penang as the host for WCIT 2022.

the co-author of the Network
Readiness Index.

“We also have Douglas Com-
stock, who is the deputy chief
financial officer at NASA, Con-
nected Women chief executive
officer Gina Romero and Dr Wil-
liam Magee, who is the founder
of Operation Smile that seeks to
improve the lives of many under-
privileged children.

“These are the first batch
of speakers that we have con-
firmed. We are expecting to
confirm many more prominent
experts and world-renowned
speakers in the coming
weeks,” Chow said.

Also present were State

Secretary Datuk Dr Ahmad
Jailani Muhamed Yunus, In-
vestPenang chief executive of-
ficer Datuk Loo Lee Lian, and
National Tech Association of
Malaysia (Pikom) chairman Dr
Sean Seah, who is also the
deputy chairman of the World
Information Technology and
Services Alliance (Witsa).

According to Chow, WCIT
2022 will also include the local
champions from both the tech
and nontech worlds in the stel-
lar lineup of speakers.

“Many of them are house-
hold names, tech unicorns
and established business
leaders,” he said.

Chow also announced Fu-
sionex, a locally based global
technology solutions provider,
to be the technology partner
for WCIT 2022.

“Fusionex will roll out the on-
line platform, conference app
and streaming for WCIT 2022.

“And with their past creden-
tials of rolling out the Pikom Vir-
tual Engagement Platform (VEP)
and Witsa Global Business Ex-
change (GBX), | am confident
that they are the ideal partner
for WCIT 2022.

“Thus, | am also optimistic
that WCIT 2022 will be a huge
success for Penang and Malay-
sia,” he added.

Work on state-funded LMC

CONSTRUCTION work at Cecil
Residency, a low medium-cost
housing project located in the
heart of George Town, is cur-
rently ongoing and is expected
to be completed by early 2024,
state Housing, Local Govern-
ment, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo said.

The project, which is fully
funded by the Penang govern-
ment at a gross development
cost of RM55.9 million, is be-
ing managed by Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC).

“l am here today to conduct
a spot check to ensure this
particular housing project is
progressing smoothly, where
the construction works are con-
cerned.

“It is undeniable that the
construction  industry  was
badly hit due to the Covid-19
pandemic, but our commitment
to the people will always stay
intact.

“Projects that suffered ma-
jor blows, resulting in the stop-
page of construction works, will
be closely monitored.

“And if work can go on, it
must go on, but of course
with strict compliance with the
standard operating procedures
(SOPs).

“l am particularly happy with
this project that is progressing
well, and as | have always men-

tioned, the state government
prioritises the delivery of af-
fordable homes for the people
of Penang.

“It is believed that this proj-
ect is now 35.91% completed,”
Jagdeep told a press confer-
ence during his visit to the
project’s construction site at
Pintasan Cecil in George Town
on Jan 10.

project progressing smoothly

Covering a total area of
2.059 acres, the project will
be made up of a single block
of building, with 24 floors and
348 units (700sq ft for each
unit), as well as nine units al-
located for shops.

Separately, Jagdeep has
requested the Housing and
Local Government Ministry,
specifically its minister, Da-

tuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican, to provide updates on
the ministry’s proposal to build
two People’s Housing Projects
(PPR) in Penang.

“It was five months ago
when the minister was here and
told us that two PPR projects,
one on the island and mainland
each, would be proposed under
the 12th Malaysia Plan (12MP)

to be built in Penang.

“We hope to get some up-
dates from the minister, and it
is hoped that his ministry will
materialise their proposal.

“We have actually identified
five locations in Penang, but he
only mentioned two locations.
Making an announcement is
one thing, but delivering is even
more important.”
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‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.38 BAYAN LEPAS N.01 PENAGA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz . {T; 04 - 649 3976 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
WMM sF{ 04 -226 0218 Ombasegorlo.aom@gma:/.com F) 04 - 649 3976 N.02 BERTAM T) 013 - 430 6400
N.03 FlN‘ANG TUNGGAL i e ERE YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag {P) 04 - 576 7606
o Preife) [ A el Zel dusielin Al (1 642724252 YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
or Hafiza man
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 9131 N.05 SUNGAI DUA (T)
ramasamy@penang.gov.my SF% 04 - 383 9131 YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor
N.10 SEBERANG JAYA T) 04 - 548 4541
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU .
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin H 04 - 548 4541
YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04 -262 0860
h npoh nan v.my: 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745 %221 ISlélfy%Al r»]°_«CHEH m
ulkifli Ibrahim
N.12 PENANTI n21ladunsgacheh@gmail.com
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin, m 04 - 538 2871
norlela.arifin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871 \%4? 1|-Elﬁu K ,\,'\3 aME ANG -
N.15 PADANG LALANG Olkitly Md. Lazim
YB Chong Eng T) 04 - 530 3028
chong.eng@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 530 3028 PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT i N.01 PENAGA
V% Jagelece Sinoh Deo 53 04226 2464 PENANG CARE SOCIETY ?%oéhuie o1 0123 AdaYusoffowa (T) 019 - 338 2668
in nang.gov.m - 04 - 6427777 Glieleitorifeles R ollolo) ol
N.37 BATUMAUNG =~ : DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
16 Daor Hall Abd Kol Hosain mog-ez¢142 | | dopsawsiacmcom oA 3288800 || MIATERAATANG SERANCAN M 019 - 4153850
= hajifek@gmail.com
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04 - 3310163 PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115 ":leg SUNG;g 'I:)TUA.l‘. B 1131127702
uhammad Fitri Termizi =
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA fitritermizi@amanah.org.my M
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

EB 04 - 827 8868

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam
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N.28 KOMTAR & PENYELAMAT 04-398 8809
YB Teh Lai H T) 04 - 22
el (H 042557 7058 DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
—QQQ—QN S OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 1071
; i HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
YB Mustafa Ki | T) 04 - 351 1732
D e e . m ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA (PCT) 04-261 0058
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N.09 BAGAN DALAM -
e ey 5 SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI  04-262 1957 FERI ((%E(TDTRE%EVT 8¥HN)) R
nf.bagandalam@gmail.com PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM) 04-255 8255 JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
N.II PERMATANG PASIR 104521 1106 KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
faiztadzilamanah@gmail.com IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

yélgggkﬁgg oo 1017813 3509 WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 EiﬁﬁgP&%i&RUNDUNGAN 04-829 4046
berapit@dappg.org H 04 - 540 0006 Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 83-32} ﬂgé
YB Lee Khai L T) 013 - 399 0519 -

kllee%%@g%aﬁ%%m SF% 04 - 551 1442 SOCSO 04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

m 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04 - 594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah

ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee

kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 6912548
016 - 4152548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

ST 04 -250 1522
F) 04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04-829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

TIADA PERGERAKAN, TIADA JANGKITAN!

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK Saluran Rasmi Kempen Penang Lawan Covid-19

YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail EB 81 - %?;% ;gjg
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RMV1m for local

universities to

embark on R&D

Amarjit (second from left) and Faisal (second from right) showing the MoU they had

OCAL universities can look
L’orward to embarking on

heir R&D projects thanks
to Micron Malaysia’s RM1 mil-
lion funding for this purpose.

The first to benefit from
this funding is Universiti
Sains Malaysia.

Following the announcement
on Jan 7, Micron Malaysia corpo-
rate vicepresident and country
manager Amarjit Singh Sandhu
and USM vicechancellor Prof
Datuk Dr Faisal Rafiq Mahamd
Adikan signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in the pres-
ence of Micron Malaysia vice-
president Ramu lyer and USM
deputy vice-chancellor Prof Datuk
Dr Abdul Rahman Mohamed.

The MoU signing ceremony
was also witnessed virtually by
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
Malaysian Investment Devel-
opment Authority (Mida) chief
executive officer Datuk Arham
Abdul Rahman and Mida Invest-
ment Promotion & Facilitation
deputy CEO Sivasuriyamoorthy
Sundara Raj.

Amarjit said Micron’s invest-
ment is to strengthen collabora-
tion, research and development
projects with local universities
for the next five years.

“The funding will focus on
semi-conductor materials, smart
manufacturing and artificial intel-
ligence which are key to reinforce
Micron’s leadership and centre

signed. With them are Ramu (left) and Abdul Rahman (right).

of excellence for solid state drive
assembly in Malaysia.

“USM is going to be our first
university partner to receive our
funding to conduct research pro-
grammes that could potentially
improve manufacturing efficiency.

“In the last decade, Malaysia
has become critical to our global
manufacturing footprint. We are
investing in technology, sustain-
able operations of people and
community in Malaysia.

“We've plans to further ex-
pand and hire more technical
engineering students in the
coming years to support our
growth in Malaysia,” Amarjit

said in his speech.

Micron, he said, had also
commenced construction of its
second building in Batu Kawan
during the pandemic and it is ex-
pected to be operational by the
end of this year.

Faisal said USM is honoured
to receive the sponsorship from
Micron and hoped of a long-term
collaboration.

“USM is highly appreciative of
Micron’s contributions that will
help enrich the students’ indus-
try exposure,” he said.

Chow praised Micron for its
commitment to talent building
by investing in science and tech-

nology skills in partnership with
local universities.

“I remember using the word
‘impactful’ to describe Micron
when | first visited its facility in
Prai last year.

“During that visit, | came to
learn that as the world becomes
more reliant on data and on the
memory and storage that acti-
vates data, the expertise of Mi-
cron in this technology and its
role in the industry are essential.

“Penang needs vibrant part-
ners such as Micron supported
by a supply chain network of lo-
cal competent players to stay
competitive," Chow said.

Fomeda lends a hand to flood victims

THE Federation of Malaysian
Electrical Appliances Dealers’
Association (Fomeda) recently
stepped forward to contribute
a total of RM685,000 in cash
and kind to the flood victims of
Selangor and Pahang.

Their flood relief aid included
a RM25,000 donation from the
Radio Traders Association of
Penang and Province Wellesley.

State Welfare and Environ-
ment Committee  chairman
Phee Boon Poh thanked them
for their kind gesture when the
Fomeda members, led by their
president Ng Chye Weng, pre-
sented the symbolic contribu-
tion to him in a simple ceremo-
ny in Komtar on Jan 14.

“The Penang government
was ready to face the (weather)
challenges in December and
when things happened in Se-
langor and Pahang, the Chief
Minister (Chow Kon Yeow) im-
mediately asked us to transfer
our resources to them.

“Within one week since we
started to help on Dec 20,
we had managed to send 50
40-foot containers to the vic-
tims. Most of the essential
items in the containers came
from the public.

“This does not take into ac-
count people who went by them-
selves in their cars, four-wheel
drives and smaller lorries.

“l am proud to be a Penang-
ite. we are so caring and shar-
ing, ever ready to offer help to
any other people in times of di-
saster. That’s why it makes all
of us Penangites very proud.

“We quickly mobilised our
team from the Mutiara Food
Bank and other organisations to
assist them.

“It is an honour to be able
to serve with a caring heart,”
Phee said.

Ng said Fomena had helped
the victims on Jan 3 through
the Penang state government
and other agencies, donating
either electrical items or basic
food essentials.

Radio Traders Association of
Penang and Province Wellesley

Phee witnessing Gee (second from left) handing over a mock cheque for RM25,000 to Ng
(second from right) as a contribution to Fomeda's flood relief programme.

(RTAPPW) president Gee Ching
Chai, who was also present,
said his association members
were keen to work with the state
government to lend a hand.
Among those in the delega-

tion calling on Phee were RTAP-
PW advisers Datuk Seri Chew
Weng Khak (Pensonic Holdings
Bhd group executive chairman)
and Datuk Koay Ah Meng (Ton-
mooi Group of Companies

managing director), and their
committee members Jason Lim
Siang Cherng (Best Point Furni-
ture & Electric Sdn Bhd general
manager) and C.C. Chan (Shin
Tatt Electrical Sdn Bhd).
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‘Explore heritage,
tourism beyond

George Town’

uStory by Tanushalini
Moroter
=Pix by Tan Kean Ming

HERE are heritage and
Ttourism gems beyond

George Town and it is
time to explore these places,
says state Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin.

In view of this, the Khye Sian
Ong Temple in Jelutong, which
is said to be 200 years old, has
been proposed to be gazetted
as a heritage building.

Yeoh, who visited the temple
on Jan 10, said Penang State
Heritage commissioner Rosli
Nor would be visiting the tem-
ple to check its heritage value.

“From the stone artifacts
kept in it, we can see that this
temple has been in existence
for 200 years.

“Thus, | will be bringing Ros-
li to come over here to check
the possibility of gazetting and
conferring it heritage status.

“We need to diversify our
tourism products so that we
are able to bring people out of
George Town,” he added.

Yeoh said heritage and tour-
ism are always interdependent,
therefore it is important to
continue conserving and pre-
serving Penang’s tangible and
intangible cultural heritage.

“Heritage and tourism, when
integrated, help to enhance the
livelihood of the locals.

“For instance, when the
temple (Khye Sian Ong Tem-
ple) gets the recognition as a
heritage building, it would be-
come a tourist attraction. This
will then provide business op-
portunities for the traders in
the vicinity of the temple and
the Jelutong neighbourhood.

“Besides that, we also
would like to focus on commu-
nity tourism,” he added.

Meanwhile, Khye Sian Ong
Temple committee chairman
Jansen Lim Soon Hin sug-
gested to Yeoh to develop the
Jelutong neighbourhood into a
tourist attraction.

The 200-year-
old Khye Sian
Ong Temple
in Jelutong
has immense
tourism
potential.

“Along with the Khye Sian
Ong Temple, there are other
houses of worship in Jelutong
such as a Hindu temple which
can be turned into tourist at-
tractions.

“| also believe that the Jelu-
tong neighbourhood could be
developed into a place for eco-
nomic activities for tourism,”
he added.

Also present during the
visit were state executive
councillor for Non-Islamic Re-
ligious Affairs and Social De-
velopment Chong Eng, Sun-
gai Pinang assemblyman Lim
Siew Khim and George Town
World Heritage Incorporated
(GTWHI) general manager Dr
Ang Ming Chee.

AFL to resume M3 League this year

THE Amateur Football League
(AFL) will be focusing on re-
suming the third tier of the
Malaysian football league (M3
League) this year.

AFL chairman Datuk Mohd
Yusoff Mahadi said it has been
two years since the M3 League
was cancelled in 2020 due to
the Covid-19 situation.

“Without the M3 League, am-
ateur football players have lost
their platform to play for their
teams. That is why it is impor-
tant for us to resume the M3
League this year.

“And with the Covid-19 situ-
ation getting better and the
sports sector also allowed to be
fully operational, | think it is the

right time for the M3 League to
be reinstated.

“Many amateur clubs have al-
so started to do better economi-
cally, so we are confident that
we can resume the M3 League
this year,” said Mohd Yusoff
during an exclusive interview
session with Buletin Mutiara in
Bukit Tambun recently.

According to Mohd Yusoff,
who is also Football Association
of Malaysia (FAM) deputy presi-
dent, the AFL consists of M3,
M4 and M5 leagues.

“But as of now, we will be
focusing on M3 League first,
and for M4 and M5 leagues, we
plan to resume them in another
one or two years, depending on

team availability.

“For M3 League, we now have
16 amateur clubs that have reg-
istered to play in it but we plan
to add another four teams.

“But if there is no addition-
al team, we will carry on with
16 teams.

“After all, M3 League is a
complement to the Malaysian
Football League that includes
the Premier League and Su-
per League.

“If there is no M3, then it
is hard for FAM to place rel-
egated teams from the top
division. It is hard also for am-
ateur clubs to get promoted.
So, that is why the M3 League
is a must,” he added.
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Support for Artopia’s environmental
conservation efforts

THE state government, to show
its concern towards the initiatives
on the conservation of flora and
fauna, is contributing RM50,000
to the Artopia International Art
Village in Balik Pulau.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said this at the launching
ceremony of the “2nd ART for
Wildlife & Environmental Con-
servation - International Collec-
tive Art Exhibition” in Balik Pulau
on Jan 9.

The project is organised
by Artopia Education Trust to-
gether with Central Kedah Art
Society International Collective
Art Exhibition and curated by Dr
Paul Boey.

Chow congratulated the or-
ganisers for putting up the art
exchange programme which
indeed conveys a strong mes-
sage to the community on the
need to protect our ecosystem.

He said the organisers have
taken great effort to come up
with the exhibition at the Arto-
pia International Art Village to
voice out their concern for the
world as well.

“Dr Boey has highlighted that
they are short of funds for their
conservation initiatives. There-
fore, | would like to pledge an
allocation of RM50,000 to help
cover their expenses.

“We hope that other generous
donors and art lovers will also
show their support so that this
special place will continue to be
the beacon of hope for art, heri-
tage and humanity,” said Chow.

Chow said the special group
of artists and art lovers have
used their talents and skills to
share a very important mes-
sage with the community.

“l thank the organisers for
having the foresight to invite
promising youngsters from dif-
ferent countries to participate in
this art exchange as an effort to
draw our attention to the press-
ing issues of environmental
protection and endangered ani-
mals through visual language,”
he said.

Besides that, Chow said
since 2018, the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) and Se-
berang Perai City Council (MB-
SP) have planted almost half a
million tree saplings to combat
climate change.

“Most importantly, our ga
zetted forest reserves remain
untouched by logging activities.

“There is no doubt that
Penang is an environmentally
friendly and a green state but
we are still exposed to natural
disasters due to our geographi-
cal location.

“So, we are forming the Natu-
ral Disaster Management Unit
as a precautionary measure in
the face of the climate change
crisis and flood disasters in the
state,” he added.

Meanwhile, Boey said a to-
tal of 35 education institutions
from four different countries
participated in the exhibition.

“The exhibition displays a to-
tal of 150 art pieces which also
include the works of special chil-
dren and local artists.

“Adding on to that, the Langur
Project Penang (LPP) has been
specially invited to share their
experience on animal protection.

“There is also a huge installa-
tion artwork of ‘Langur’ using 248
tyres which took me some nine
months to complete,” he said.



FEBRUARY 16 — 28, 2022

Saving the endangered

uStory by K.H. Ong

=Pix by Muhamad Amir Irsyad
Omar and courtesy of Langur
Project Penang

LIMBING to the top
c of a 40-foot high alu-

minium pole is no easy
task, but Langur Project Pen-
ang (LPP) team leader Yap Jo
Leen exhibited no fear as she
did so to retrieve a camera
from the camera trap.

Every step she took was
watched closely by her three
other team members — commu-
nications specialist Eric Thoo,
project executive Lee Khai Xian
and environmental educator Teo
Hoon Cheng, who had helped
Yap put on her harness before
her climb.

After she had brought down
the camera, Yap replaced
the rechargeable batteries,
changed the memory card
and then climbed the pole
again to reinstall the camera.
A total of 2,065 videos and
photos were captured by the
camera this time.

This camera trap was set up
by LPP when they built a road
canopy bridge in Teluk Bahang
in 2019. The canopy bridge, the
first of its kind in Malaysia, is
located some 200 metres from
the Tropical Spice Garden.

“When there is an animal or
a creature using the bridge, its
movement can be detected by
the camera which will automati-
cally snap photos.

“The canopy bridge was de-
signed for the usage of animals,
such as dusky langurs, squir-
rels, reptiles, amphibians and
small rodents to cross the road
without fear or risk of getting hit
by passing vehicles,” Yap told
Buletin Mutiara which had the
opportunity to see how they car-
ried out their camera trapping
maintenance work.

The bDbridge is connected
from the aluminium pole to
a tree across the road. It is
12.5 metres long and 12 me-
tres above the road.

From the camera data, a total
of 729 wildlife crossings were
observed from March 1, 2019
to Aug 19, 2020. The wildlife
included 703 plantain squirrels,
20 long-tailed macaques and six

langurs

dusky langurs (Trachypithecus
obscurus).

Then, on Aug 19, 2020, the
second bridge prototype, a dou-
ble twister, was constructed. A
total of 1,399 wildlife crossings
were observed from August
2020 to May 2021.. The wildlife
included 1,372 plantain squir-
rels, 12 long-tailed macaques
and 15 dusky langurs.

According to Thoo, before the
setting up of the canopy bridge,
the wildlife had three ways to
cross the road. They had to leap
from tree to tree, use the over-
head cable wire or cross the
road directly.

“It's very scary to see the
monkeys run across the road
directly. Unlike humans, they
don’t look left or right. They just
run across and can be hit by
passing vehicles. We had road-
kills before,” Thoo said.

Yap chipped in: “That’s why
we chose this spot to build the
bridge after months of research.

“Within six months of re-
search, we found seven road-
kills. Six of them involved dusky
langurs and one a slow loris
which was electrocuted.

“But since the bridge was
built, there has been no roadkill
in this area.”

Yap, who is passionate about
environmental education and
research, has named the bridge
Ah Lai’s Crossing.

“Ah Lai was the first dusky
langur that | studied, and thanks
to Ah Lai, he took me to many
places around his home range.

“| also observed and fol-
lowed him to the roadside
where | saw how he and his
family used to run across the

A plantain
squirrel using

Ah Lai’s
Crossing.

It can be a daunting task for
some to climb to the top of

a 40-foot high pole, but Yap
takes it in her stride.

road to search for food.

“As urbanisation and for-
est fragmentation happen,
many wildlife have to survive
in a human infected environ-
ment. Sometimes they have
to cross the road or run on
rooftops to search for food,
shelter and their groups and
friends,” Yap added.

Where Ah Lai is now, Yap has
no idea. But she believes that
Anh Lai, which is not implanted
with a microchip, could have
moved on to nearby hills to set
up yet another family during the
movement control order for the
past two years.
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It is illegal to keep dusky lan-
gurs, also known as spectacled
leaf monkeys because of the
white rings around their eyes
resembling spectacles, as pets.
They are an endangered spe-
cies and protected under the
Malaysian Wildlife Conservation
Act 2010.

Why pick dusky langurs for
studies?

Yap explained that as a Pen-
angjte, she wanted to study a
type of monkey species in her
hometown but found that the
state does not have a lot of in-
formation about the species.

“l want to do something for
my hometown and | chose this
primate species for my PhD.

“When | conducted online lit-
erature search, | found that the
langurs are understudied. Not
many know about them. | then
spoke with my thesis supervisor
Dr Nadine Ruppert and she was
very supportive of the project.”

While her studies are related
to dusky langurs, Yap said the
whole project (Langur Project
Penang) is a team effort to
study the monkeys’ ecology
and behaviour.

“It's a small citizen science
project, which consists of volun-

A dusky langur
being captured by

the camera using
Ah Lai’s Crossing.

A close-
up of Yap
retrieving

the camera
from the
peak of the
pole.

teers of different backgrounds,
working together to promote co-
existence between human and
wildlife in a shared environment.

“Our objective is to provide
a platform for committee mem-
bers of different stakeholders
from government and non-
governmental organisations to
get together to contribute to
wildlife through research, con-
servation and environmental
education,” Yap said.

She advises the public nev-
er to touch, feed or interact
with langurs.

The best way to appreciate
them, she said, is to look at
them in their natural habitat.

By feeding them, the lan-
gurs can become lazy to look
for food and over time can be-
come aggressive through habit-
uation. By touching them, there
is also the danger of disease
transmission, she said.
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